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the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  regarding  the i      12 119 

lasoe  of  clothing  to  five  soldiers  of  the  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry,  !  |  j 

letter  relative  to ,      10  , T4 

Internal  Revenue  Commissioner  forwards  annual  report 7  > ,      4 

Interior,  Secretary  of  the,  report  ol  the ,        4  1        5,      1 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  dis-  '  * 

bursements  in  the  Indian  Department . .  |        S  \ I      0 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  |  i  ■ 

Government    building   at    Santa    F6,  ;  |  ! 

N.Mex 5  I ,    10 

communication    from    the,    relative    to  j  ; 

Ranch  Panoche  Grande , •        5    '     11 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  !  j 

private  land-claim  of  Anna  M.  Clark,  !  |  | 

Florida I        5    12 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  j 
contingent  fund  of  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment  ;        5 

communication  relative  to  the  transfer  of  ' 

Indian  trust-funds 9 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the 

transfer  of  Indian  trust-funds i        9 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  bus-  | 

pended  entries  of  public  lands *        9 

communication  regarding    the    Sisseton  > 

and  Wahpeton  Sioux  Indians 10 

communication  relative  to  the  Red  Cloud 
and  Whetstone  agencies 10 
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Interior,  Secretary  of  the,  commnnication  relative  to  the  claim  of 
Charles  Howe 

comiuunication  relative  to  Catharine  and 
Sophia  Germain 

communication  regarding  the  Pawnee  In- 
dians in  Nebraska 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the 
interpreter  at  Klamath,  Oreg 

communication  in  regard  to  the  Pottawat- 
omie and  Winnebago  Indians  in  Wis- 
consin  

communication  in  regard  to  the  Winne- 
bago Indians  of  Nebraska 

communication  in  regard  to  the  supplies 
for  the  Indians  at  Red  Cloud  agency 

communication  in  regard  to  the  trust- 
funds  of  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  In- 
dians  

communication  in  regard  to  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Miami  Indians  of  Kansas  and 
other  tribes 

commnnication  relative  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  Indians  in  certain  States 


communication  relative  to  the  Winnebago 
and  Pottawatomie  Indians  in  Wisconsin . 

oommunication  relative  to  the  survey  of 
the  Black  Hills 

transmits  report  of  the  directors  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  for  1875 

communication  relative  to  the  case  of 
William  P.  Ross,  from  the 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the 
defalcation  of  C.  C.  Hutchinson 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the 
claim  of  William  T.  Collins 

communication  from  the,  regarding  In- 
dian depredations 

communication  in  regard  to  the  Court  of 
Claims,  from  the 

communication  from  the,  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  Union  Pacihc  Railroad 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  ju- 
risdiction over  Indians  in  certain  Stiites. 


Jurisdiction, letter  relative  to  the, of  the  War  Department  over 
Alaska.., 


K. 

Klamath,  Oreg.,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  regarding 
the  interpreter  at 

L. 

Lauthoff,  Robert,  letter  relative  to  the  relief  of 

Leefe,  J.  C,  letter  from  Secretary  of  War  regarding 

Life-saving  service,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
garding the , 

Little  Tennessee  River,  letter  relative  to  the  survey  of , 

Lyford, Colonel,<^ommissioner  Centennial  Exhibition,  report  of . .... 


^"^1 ,  '" 

10    1  .51) 

I 

10    h» 

12: I  ^J 

;         i 

12    !  e.-» 

12  I ,  101 

12    1  101 

12    i  101 

'  I 

12  , ;  105 

12    '  lOG 

12  I '  Hi) 

12    ;  125 

12    127 

12  : '  132 

12    139 

I 

12    14(5 

12  I 147 

I 

14  I '  ir>7 

I 

14  I '  ISO 

12  ' lOti 


12 


12 


12  ,. 

40    . 

12  I. 

12  i. 

5  i 


135 


^A 


131 
40 


...  156 
...'  141 
9         1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 


IX 


Subject. 


M. 


Mails,  letter  from  Postiuaster-Geiiernl,  relative  to  offers  for  carrying 
the 


3IatinicD8  Island  Harbor*  relative  to  the  uurvey  of 

Meigs,  Qoarterniftster-Geueral  M.  C,  letter  regardiug,  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War 

Merritt,  Colonel,  report  of,  regarding  exhaabtiou  of  supplies  aud  ap- 
propriations for  the  Sionx  Indians. 

Mexico,  letter  from  the  President  regardiug  the  commercial  inter- 
course with 

Michigan,  Lake,  letter  relative  to  conoectiug,  with  the  Wabash  Kiver 

Military  reservation,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  regardiug  the, 
at  Fort  Harker 

Mihtary  reservation,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding  the, 
at  Bois  Blanc , 

Military  reservation,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  regardiug  the, 
at  Camp  Cady 

Military  reservtition,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding  the, 
at  Camp  Cuok , 

Mihtary  reservation,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding  the, 
at  Camp  Douglas 

Military  reservation,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  regaixliug  the. 
at  Fort  Butler 

Mines  aud  mining,  report  of  Professor  R.  W.  Raymond,  on 

Miatfiboippi  Kiver,  letter  relative  to  water-communication  between 

the,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean 

survey  of  the,  between  Saiut  Louis  and  Cairo 

MouoDgahela  Kiver,  survey  of  the,  letter  regarding  the , 

Msrphy  &,  Good,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding  the  case 
of , 
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Navy,  Secretary  of  the,  report  of  the 

communication  relative  to  Alaska  seal-fish- 
eries from  the 

commuuicatiou  relative  to  the  contingent 

fund  of  the  Navy  Department 

furuishes  list  of  employ^ 

communication  relative  toofflcers  of  the  Navy 

or  Marine  Coqts 

communication  relative  to  the  construction 

of  eight  steam  vessels  of  war,  from  the 

Narragansett  Bay,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 

Mirvey  of,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut 

NVw  Jersey,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard  to  the  claims 

between,  and  Brateu  Island 

New  Mt'xico,  letter  relative   to  the  communication    between,  and 
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NtM)uan,  Patrick,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding 

Norse  American  Steamship  Company,  documents  relative  to  the  .... 
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Paymasters,  Army,  letter  relating  to  deposits  with 10 
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>Po8tina8ter-Generaly  report  from  the,  relative  to  contiDgent  expenses 

ID  the  Post-Office  Departmedt 

report  of  the,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  June 

8,1872 

letter  from  the,  relative  to  offers  for  carrying 

the  mails 

Post-Office,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  forwards  accounts  of  the, 

Department 

letter  showing  the  contingent  expenses  in  the,  Depart- 
ment   

Potomac  River,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding  the  sur- 
vey of  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the,  and  other  rivers  and  harbors... 

Powell  River,  relative  to  the  survey  of 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmits  annual  message,  d»c 

transmits  correspondence  between 
the  United  States  Government  and 
Spain  in  relation  to  the  island  of 

Cuba 

transmits  correspondence  with  Eu- 
ropean governments  in  regard  to 

Cuba 

veto  in  regard  to  transfer  of  certain 

Indian  trust-funds 

communication  from  the,  in  regard 

to  Indian  agents , 

transmits  correspondence  relative  to 

the  Geneva  award 

transmits  Colonel  Merritt's  report  on 
exhaustion  of  appropriation  for 

the  Sioux  Indians 

transmits  papers  relative  to  the 
board  on  behalf  of  United  States 

Executive  Departments 

transmits  papers  relative  to  the  case 

of  Joseph  A.Uile 

transmits  documents  relative  to  the 
expenditures  of  the  Board  of  In- 
dian Commissioners 

transmits  papers    relating   to    the 

Pawnee  Indians 

transmits  final  report  of  the  board 
of  audit  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia   

transmits  papers  regarding  the  case 

of  A.  B.  Steinberger 

communicates  in  regard  to  the  exer- 
cise  of    executive   functions    in 

Washington  and  elsewhere 

^  transmits  his  veto  of  H.  R.  1922  con- 

cern! ug  the  recording  of  deeds,  &c., 

in  the  District  of  Columbia 

communication  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of  American  citizens  in  the 

Ottoman  Empire 

transmits  documents  in  regard  to  the 
extradition  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain  

communication  in  rej^ard  to  the 
necessary  a'ppropriations  for  the 

next  fiscal  year 

transmits  documents  in  rezard  to 
the  extradition  treaty  with  Great 

Britain 

transmits  his  veto  of  H.  R.  1337,  in 
the  case  of  Kelson  Tiffany 
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President  of  the  United  States,  communication  relative  to  ElizaJFane  | 

Blumer !      14 

commuDication  from,  relatire  to  the 
sequestration  by  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  of  the  property  of 
an  American  citizen  in  New  Zea- 
land        14 

commnnication  in  regard  to  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  Mexico 

and  Central  America 14 

communication  in  regard  to  the  civil- 
service  act :  I      14 

communication  relative  to  river  and  i 

harbor  appropriation  bill ,      14 

communication  relative  to  the  con-  I 

sular  and  diplomatic  bill !      14 

transmits  his  veto  of  H.  K.  4085 14 

H.R.36 ;      14 

H.  R.2684 1       14 

Poblic  lands,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior^  regardiug  the  , 
suspended  entries  of. [       9 

Quartermaster-General,  report  of  claims  from  the ' 

Quartermaster-General,  Secretary  of  War  forwards  report  of  claims 
passed  upon  by  the  present  Acting 

R. 
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Raciue  Harbor,  letter  regarding \      V2    93 

Ranebo  Panoche  Grande 5    11 

Raymond,  Professor  R.  W.,  report  of,  on  mines  and  mining 14    159 

Revised  Statutes,  relative  to  repeal  of  section  2503 12  , 129 

repeal  of  section  2503,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury,  in  regard  to  the 12  | 129 

Right  of  way,  letter  in  regard  to  the,  through  Camp  Douglas ■      10  ! ,    51 

Row,  W.  P.,lettcr  from  the  Attorney-General,  regarding 12    '134 

Secretary  of  the  Interior 12    ,132 
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Saginaw  Bay,  Michigan ,  letter  relative  to  the  survey  of i      12 

Saiot  Joseph,  Mich.,  letter  relative  to  bridge  over  the  harbor  at 12 

Salem,  Oreg.,  letter  relative  to  a  military  road  from,  to  Astoria.  . . 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  letter  regarding  the  relinquishmeut  of  certain 
lands  to  the  city  and  county  of 

San  Jacinto  River,  relative  to  a  ship-channel  from,  to  Bolivar  Chan- 
nel   

Santa  F^,  letter  relative  to  Government  building  at 

Seal-fisheries  of  Alask  a,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

Treasury  . 

Seamen,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to,  as  citizens, 
registered 

Signal-Officer,  report  of,  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War 

Sinclair,  J.  B.,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  regarding 

Spain,  correspondence  between,  and  the  United  States  relative  to 
Cuba , 

•Specie  payment,  statement  of  amount  or  gold  available  for , 

Stamp-duty,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to, 
on  gold  and  silver  manufactures | 

State  Department,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  con-  • 

tingent  fund  of  the 

list  of  clerks  and  employes  in  the 

State,  Secretary  of,  transmits  communication  relative  t»  contingent 
fund  State  Department * 
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fitate,  Secretary  of,  commimication  from  the,  in  regard  to  seameu 

registered  as  citizens 

trausmiu  list  of  names  of  clerks  aud  employ^^s 

ill  Department  of  State 

£taten  Island,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  concerning  channel 

between  New  Jersey  and 

StatnteSi  Revised,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  omis- 
sions and  eltora  in  the 

-Steinberger,  A.  B.,  message  from  the  President,  concerning 

^tonington,  Conn.,  letter  relative  to  the  sale  of  buildings  at 

Snrplus  fund,  letter  from  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  bal- 
ances in  the 
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Theune,  Sergeant  Herman,  letter  relative  to  the  case  of 

Thunder  Bay,  letter  relative  to  the  survey  of 

Tiffany,  Nelson,  message  from  the  President  with  veto  of  H.  R.  1IW7 

in  the  case  of 

Treasury  Department,  statement  in  regard  to  the  buildings  of  the., 
statement  relative  to  the  contingent  expenses 

in  the,  for  year  endiug  June  30,  1875 

Treasury,  Secretary  of  the,  transmits  annual  report  of  the  state  of 
finances  

transmits  estimates  of  appropriations  . .. 

transmits  statement  relative  to  stamp- 
duty  on  manufactures  of  gold  aud  silver. 

transmits  papers  relative  to  the  working 
classes  of  Qreat  Britain  and  other  coun- 
tries   

transmits  documents  relative  to  the  Norse 
American  line  of  steamships 

transmits  schedule  of  claims  allowed 

transmits  documents  relative  to  emoln-  • 
ments  aud  fees  of  custom-house  offi- 
cials   

communication  relative  to  the  seal-fish- 
eries in  Alaska 

.transm^s  statement  of  collectioDs,  ex- 
penses, &c.f  in  collection-districts  and 
ports  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
ending  Juner30, 1875 

transmits  statement  of  amount  of  coin  in 
the  Treasury 

transmits  documents  in  regard  to  the  re- 
peal of  section  2503,  Revised  Statutes.. 

transmits  statement  of  buildings  by  the 
Treasury  Department 

•transmits  statement  of  amount  of  gold 
available  for  specie  payments 

■transmitA  papers  relative  to  the  Pitts- 
burgh ctistom-honse 

transmits  statement  setting  forth  the 
amount  of  deficiency  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1876 ; 

transmits  list  of  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Department  for  1875 

communication  relative  to  life-saving 
service,  from  the ' 

letter  from  the,  relative  to  balances  in  | 
the  surplus  fund 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Claims , 

transmits  statement  relative  to  coin  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury 

transmits  statement  relative  to  cotton  , 
claims 
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Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmits  accounts  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department 

Troops,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard  to  the  distribn- 
tion  of.. 


Trnst-fonclSi  letter  regarding  the,  of  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa 
lodiaos 


U. 

Union  Pacific  Railroad,  report  of  the  directors  of  the,  for  1675 

statement  regarding  the  condition  of  the. 
UptOD,  Col-  Emory,  letter  regarding  the  absence  of 


Vienna  exposition , 

Veto,  the  President  transmits  his,  relative  to  the  transfer  of  certain 

Indian  trast-fnnds 

the  President's,  to  H.  K.  1922  relative  to  the  recording  of  deeds, 

«&c.,  in  the  District  of  Colambia 

the  President's,  to  H.  R.  4085 

the  President's,  to  H.  R.36 

V(«rmillioD  Harbor,  letter  relative  to 

Vessels  of  war,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  regarding 
eight 

W. 

Wabash  River,  letter  relative  to  connecting  the,  with  Lake  Michi- 
gan  

Washington,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the  leak 

in  the  hi|fh-service  reservoir  of,  aquednct 

War  Department,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting  list 

of  contingent  expenses  in  the 

letter  giving  list  of  pablic  property  with  bnreans 

of  the,  on  November  30,  1875 

letter  famishing  list  of  contracts  in  the,  for  1875 . . 
letter  relative  to  the   jurisdiction  of   the,  over 

Alaska : 

letter  fiom  Chit^f  Clerk  of,  relative  to  survey  of 

Chippewa  River,  Wisconsin 

statement  of  Chief  Clerk  of,  relative  to  pay  and 
allowances  of  officers  on  duty  at  Washington 

since  March  4, 1869 

War,  Secretary  of,  report  of  the -• 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  Fort 

Haiker  military  reservation 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  terms  of 

service  of  Army  ofiBcers 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  Bois 

Blanc  military  reservation 

commnnication  from  the,  relative  to  the  Camp 

Cady  military  reservation 

commanication  from  the,  i-egarding  the  military 

road  from  Astoria  to  Salem,  Oreg 

commanication  from  the,  relative  to  the  sale  of 

buildings  at  Stonington,  Conn 

communication  from  the,  in  regard  to  the  relief 

of  the  grasshopper  sufferers 

communication  in  regard  to  the  Camp  Cook  mili> 

tary  reservation 

communication  from  the,  regarding  new  barracks 

at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia 

communication  from  the,  in  regard  to  hospital 

for  Fort  Leavenworth  military  prison 

communication  from  the,  relative  to  the  losses 
by  fire  at  Fort  Hamilton 
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War,  Secretary  of,  communication  Irom  the,  relative  to  Fort  Cam> 
mings,  New  Mexico 

communication  from  tbe,  in  regard  to  the  case  of 
James  B.  Sinclair 

furnishes  list  of  clerks  employed  in  the  War  De-  j 
y  partment 

communication  from  tbe,  regarding  inaccuracies 
^  and  omissions  in  the  Revised  Statutes 

communication  from  the,  regarding  tbe  Harlem 
Kiver,  New  York,  also  harbor  of  refuge,  and 
Sturgeon  Bay  ship-canal 
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communication  from  the,  relative  to  navigation  | 
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communication  from  the,  regarding  the  relief  of 
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communication  from  the,  relative  to  deposits 
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United  States  Cavalry 

transmits  report  of  Chief  Signal-Officer  regard- 
ing expenses,  &c 
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44th  Congbbss,  \    HOUSE  OF  KEPEESENTATIYES.    f  Ex.  Doo. 
lit  Seman.       )  I    No.  22. 


TERMS  OF  SERVICE  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRAIfSMrmNG 


A  petition  of  one  hundred  officers  of  the  Army^  asking  that  the  laws  may 
hso  amended  as  to  permit  offi^^ers  who  have  served  as  regulars  or  volun- 
teers to  count  that  service. 


December  20,  1975.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  'Affairs  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
re^ntatives,  petition  of  ofScers  of  the  Army,  asking  that  the  laws  may 
be  so  amended  that,  in  computing  length  of  service,  for  all  purposes, 
officers  of  the  Army  be  allowed  to  count  all  the  time  they  have 
actually  served,  either  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  Army  of  the  United 
States. 
The  request  of  the  petitioners  is  respectfully  recommended. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 
War  Department, 

December  17, 1875. 


Thomas  Barracks, 

HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama, 

November  27, 1875. 
Sir  :  For  the  officers  whose  names  appear  thereon,  I  have  the  honor 
very  respectfully  to  forward  the  inclosed  petition.  The  names  which 
are  marked  thus  (•)  were  added  at  the  request  of  the  officers  named, 
tbey  not  having  had  an  opportunity  to  sign  when  the  petition  was  cir- 
culated. 

The  legislation  asked  for  seems  to  these  petitioners  but  an  actof  sim- 
ple justice,  and  they  respectfully  ask  the  General  of  the  Army  and  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War  for  their  favorable  indorsement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obt.  servant, 

n.  CATLEY, 

1st  Lt,  2d  Inf. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington  J  D.  C,  r^  i 

(Through  the  General  of  the  Army.)  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 


2  TERMS  OF  SERVICE  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 

LFirst  indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  Thomas  Barracks, 
huntsvillb,  alabama, 
November  29, 1875. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded. 

W.  F.  DEUM, 
Captain  2d  Infantry,  Commanding  Post 

Tkrongh  headquarters  Dept.  South,  Louisville,  Ky. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  Dec.  1, 1875. 
EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-Gteneral,  headquar- 
ters of  the  Aruiy. 

C.  McKEBYEE, 
Assistant  Adjt,  General, 
In  absence  of  Department  Comdr. 

[Third  indorsement] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

.  Saint  Louis,  Dec.  2,  1876. 
Eespectfullv  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  T:  SHEEMAIST,  General 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  Dec.  14, 1875. 
EespectfuUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War.     With  the  same  pro- 
priety credit  might  be  given  for  service  as  a  cadet  at  the  West  Point 
Military  Academy.    It  is  believed  that  naval  officers  have  credit,  in  some 
way,  for  their  term  at  the  Naval  Academy. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjt.  General. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in 

Congress  assanbled : 

The  undersigned,  officers  of  the  United  States  Army,  beg  respect- 
fully to  represent  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  officers  in  the  Army 
who  have  served  in  the  ranks  as  regular  or  volunteer  soldiers,  and  who 
have  been  promoted  for  some  merit  attaching  to  their  service  as  enlisted 
men. 

And  your  petitioners  would  further  represent,  that  Congress,  taking 
into  consideration  the  slowness  of  promotion  in  the  Army,  has  seen  fit 
to  permit  the  pay  of  Army  officers  to  be  increased  at  the  rate  of  ten  per 
centum  for  every  five  years'  service  as  an  officer,  whether  in  the  regular 
or  volunteer  service,  and  to  provide  that  an  officer  may  be  retired  after 
thirty  years'  service. 

Your  petitioners  would  therefore  respectfully  pray  that  the  laws  may 
be  so  amended,  that  in  computing  length  of  service,  for  all  purposes, 
officers  of  the  Army  be  allowed  to  count  all  the  time  they  have  actually 
served,  either  in  the  regular  or  volunteer  Army  of  the  United  States. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
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Wm.  C.  Bartlett, 

Ist  Lieut  Third  Infantry. 
Wm.  Gerlash, 

2d  Lieut  Third  Infantry. 
Donald  Mcintosh, 

let  Lieut,  Seventh  Cavalry, 
Ja8.  M.  Bell, 

Ut  Lieut  Seventh  Cavalry, 

D,  Parker, 

Capt,  Third  Infantry, 
John  A.  Campbell, 

let  Lieut,  Second  Artillery, 
John  McGilvray, 

Ist  Lieut.  Second  Artillery, 
and  Bit,  Capt  U,  S.  A, 
•Henry  A.  Reed, 

2d  Lieut  Second  Artillery, 
•Chas.  Mortou, 

2d  Lieut.  Third  Cavalry, 
•A.  C.  Taylor, 

Int  Lieut.  Second  Artillery, 
•E.  L  Hoggins, 

\8t  Lieut.  Second  Artillery. 
•31.  J.  Fitzgerald, 

Capt  ^"inth  Infantry,  U,  S.  A. 
James  Stewart, 

Capt  Eighteenth  Infantry. 
John  Anderson, 

2d  Lieut,  Eighteenth  Infantry. 
W.  fl.  Miller, 

1st  Lieut.  Eighteenth  infantry. 
fi.  H.  Adams, 

Ut  Lieut,  Eighteenth  Infantry. 

C.  R.  Paul, 

\At  Lieut,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 

E.  Leahy, 

Ut  Lieut.  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
W.  H.  McLaughlin, 

Capt.  Eighteenth  Infantry. 
Bobt.  F.  Bates, 

1»^  Lieut.  Eighteenth  Infantry. 

D.  H.  Kelton, 

Ifit  Lieut.  Tenth  Infantry. 
Aliired  Larke, 

2c?  Lieut.  Tenth  Infantry. 
n.  B.  Chamberlain, 

2d  Lieut.  Tenth  Infantry. 
Chas,  E.  Bottsford, 

2d  Lieut  Tenth  U.  S,  Infantry, 
W.  (yConnell, 

Capt  Fourth  Cavalry, 
Jos.  Bendlebrock, 

Capt  Fourth  U,  S,  Cavalry, 
W.  0.  Hemphill, 

Ut  Lieut  Fourth  U,  8,  Cavalry, 
Chas.  B.  Horse, 
Copt  BkOeenth  Infantry,  U.  S,  A, 


•D.  I.  Ezekiel, 

let  Lieut  Fourth  Infantry, 
•Edwd.  Allsworth, 

1st  Lieut.  Ttrenty fifth  Infantry, 
J.  H.  Van  Derslice, 

Capt,  Fourteenth  Infantry, 
Robt.  A.  Lovell, 

2d  Lieut,  Fourteenth  Infantry. 
David  Krause, 

Capt  Fourteenth  Infantry. 
Frank  Taylor, 

2d  Lieut.  Fourteenth  Infantry. 
Albert  Austin, 

Ist  Lieut,  Fourteenth  Infantry. 
S.  MeConihe, 

Ist  Lieut,  Fottrteenth  Infantry, 
•John  O'Connell, 

1st  Lieut,  Eighth  Infantry. 
♦Edward  Lynch, 

2d  Lieut.  Eighth  Infantry. 
•Bishop  Aldrlch, 

1st  Lieut,  and  R.  Q.  M.  Eighth 
Infantry. 
•John  G.  Bourke, 
2d  Lieut.  Third  Cavalry,  A.  1).  C. 
Charles  G.  Bartlett, 

Capt.  Fourth  Infantry, 
Alfred  Mortou, 

Ist  Lieut  and  R.  Q.  M.  Ninth 
Infantry. 
J.  D.  DeVin, 

Capt.  Ninth  Infantry, 
Henry  Seton, 

1st  Lieut.  Fourth  Infantry. 
James  T.  Peale, 

Ist  Lieut.  Second  Cavalry. 
James  Retail, 

1st  Lieut.  Ninth  Infantry, 
Williaqi  H.  Bisbee, 

Capt,  Fourth  Irifantry. 
Thos.  F.  Quinn, 

1st  Lieut.  Fourth  Infantry. 
L,  P.  Bradley, 

Lieut.  Col,  Ninth  Infantry. 
E.  J.  Spaulding, 

Capt  Second  Cavalry. 
H.  C.  LaPoint, 

2d  lAeut  U.  S.  Cavalry. 
Butler  D.  Price, 

1st  Lieut  Fourth  Infantry. 
James  Henton, 

Capt.  Twenty-third  Infantry, 
W.  C.  Manning, 

1st  Lieut,  Ticenty-third  Infantry, 
R.  H. Jackson, 

Capt  First  Artillery,     , 
Bt  Brig.  GetlDglC 


TERMS  OP  SERVICE  OF  ARMY  OFFICERS. 


W.  W.  Barrett, 

l8t  Lieut  t^ixieenili  Infantry^ 
Bvt.  Lietit.  Col  U.  8.  A. 
George  M.  Love, 

2d  Lieut.  Sixteenth  Infantry^ 
Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  U.  S.  A. 
Wm.  Mills, 

Capt.  fiecond  Infantry, 
E.  K.  Kellogg, 

Capt.  JSighteenth  Infantry, 
L.  8.  Ames. 

Ist  lAeut  Second  Infantry, 
Abner  Haines,  jr., 

Ist  Lieut.  Secoiid  Infantry, 
W.  Falck, 

Capt,  Second  Infantry, 
James  Ulio, 

\9t  Lieut.  Second  Infantry. 
H.  F.  Drum, 

Capt,  Second  Infantry, 
H.  Catley, 

Ist  Lieut.  Second  Infantry. 
•  J.  H.  WhitteD, 

2d  Lieut.  Fifth  Infantry. 
Aug.  MclDtyre, 

2d  Lieut.  Second  Infantry. 
H.  B.  S.irson, 

2d  Lieut,  Second  Infantry. 
D.  P.  Hancock, 

Maj.  Second  Infantry, 
A.  S.  Daggett, 

Capt.  Second  Infantry. 
Sam.  McKeever, 

1st  Lieut.  Second  Infantry. 
Tbos.  Drury. 

Ist  Lieut.  Second  Infantry. 
A.  W.  Kroutinger, 

Ca2)t.  Second  Infantry. 
Edward  B.  Moseley, 

Asst,  Surf/.  U.  S.  A. 
W.  J.  Turner, 

2d  Lieut.  Second  Infantry, 
8.  E.  Clark, 

2d  Lieut.  Second  Infantry. 
♦Thomas  Garvey, 

Ist  Lieut,  First  Cavalry, 
*\Ym.  Logan, 

Capt,  Seventh  Infantry, 


W.  Clifford, 

Capt.  of  Infantry,. 
F,  M.  H.  Kendrick, 

2d  Lieut.  Seventh  U.  8.  Infantry. 
E.  E.  Hardin, 

2d  Lieut.  Seventh  Infantry, 
W.  K.  Nelson, 

1st  Lieut.  Seventh  Infantry^ 
W.  J.  Reed, 

Ist  Lieut.  Seventh  Infantry, 
Daniel  Robinson, 

1st  Liexit.  Seventh  Infantry, 
Richd.  Comba, 

Capt,  Seventh  Infantry, 

C.  C.  Gilbert, 

Lieut.  Col,  Seventh  Infantry, 
Provided  my  later  years  of  ser- 
vice be  placed  upon  the  same 
footing  as  the  earlier  years  of  the 
oflQcers  referced  to  in  the  petition. 
Guide  Ilges, 

Maj.  Seventh  Infantry 
James  H.  Bradley, 

1st  Lieut.  Seventh  Infantry. 
Charles  A.  Booth, 

2d  Lieut.  Seventh  Infantry, 
John  Hamilton, 

1st  Lieut.  First  Infantry, 

D.  F.  Callinan, 

•1  St  Lieut.  First  Infantry. 
Thomas  Britton. 
Edward  Collins, 

Capt.  Seventeenth  Infantry. 
W.  B.  McLaughlen, 

Capt.  Fourth  Cavalry. 
8.  Gunther, 

Capt,  Fourth  Cavalry. 
H.  H.  Crews, 

1st  Lieut.  Fourth  U.  8.  Catalry. 
H.  Sweeney, 

1st  Lieut.  Fourth  U,  S,  Cavalry, 
Albert  L.  Myer, 

2d  Lieut.  Eleventh  Infantry. 
D.  B.  Taylor 

1st  Lieut.  Eleventh  Infantry. 
A,  C,  Taylor, 

1st  Lieut.  Second  Artillery, 
Mason  Jackson, 

Ca2)t.  Eleventh  Infantry. 
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PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AT  BALTIMORE,  MABTLAND. 


REPORT 


OP 


THE   SPECIAL  COMMISSION, 


COMPOSEI)  OF 


The  Secretary  of^  the  TreMury^  the  Postmaster- General j  and  the  Supervising 
Architect^  on  the  Government  buildings  at  Baltimore, 


January  5, 1876. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Washington,  D.  0., 

January  3,  1876. 

Sib  :  On  the  18th  of  December,  1875,  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved  J  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Postmaster-General, 
and  Supervising  Architect,  a  commission  heretofore  appointed  under  the 
direction  of  this  House,  be  requested  to  transmit  to  this  House,  at  an 
early  day,  their  report  upon  the  improvements  alleged  to  be  required  by 
the  commercial  position  and  growing  trade  of  the  city  of  Baltimore." 

In  accordance  with  this  request  the  undersigned  have  the  honor  to 
report  that,  at  the  instance  of  a  sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  of  the  last  Congress,  they  visited  the  city  of  Baltimore 
on  the  19th  of  May,  1875,  examined  into  the  condition  of  the  present 
custom-house  and  post-office  buildings,  and  also,  at  the  request  of  the 
mayor  and  other  citizens  of  Baltimore,  examined  certain  proposed 
sites  for  a  new  Government  building.  Several  central  and  eligible  sites 
for  a  new  building  were  pointed  out,  but,  on  careful  inspection  of  the 
buildings  now  in  use  by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  and  PostOffice  De- 
partments in  that  city,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  accommodations  are 
sufficient  for  the  business  at  present  transacted  by  the  two  Departments 
Darned. 

In  view  of  the  prosperity  and  probable  future  growth  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  it  seems  likely  that  new  buildings  will  hereafter  be  required 
at  that  place  for  the  customs  and  po8^office  service ;  but  at  present  the 
buildings  used  for  these  purposes  are  centrally  located  and  appear  to 
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furnish  all  reaspoable  and  proper  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  the 
pablic  basiness,  and,  in  consideration  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
country  and  of 'the  treasury,  we  are  unwilling  to  recommend  an  appro- 
priation for  a  new  building  at  Baltimore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

B.  H.  BEISTOW, 

Secretary  of  the  TrecLBury. 
MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

PQiiinjost^',  Om^eral 
WM.  A.  POriBR, 

Supervising  Architect 
Hon.  Mic£[AEL  0.  Kebb, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativcs. 
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44th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  EEPKESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doo. 
IttSeMion.       )  \   No.  24.. 


BOIS  BLANC  ISLAND  MILITARY  RESERVATION. 


LETTER 


FBOM 


THE     SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


INVITING 


Attention  to  hU  letter  of  December  7,  1874,  relative  to  the  military  reserva- 
turn  on  Bois  Blanc  Island,  MicJngan,  and  reneicing  the  recommendations 
therein  made. 


JAxrARY  5,  1*70. — Referred  to  the  Comnilttee   on  Military    Affairs  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  houor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives  to  his  letter  of  December  7,  1874,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  military  reservation  on  Bois  Blanc  Island,  Michigan. 

As  no  action  has  been  taken  in  this  matter,  and  as  the  reservation  is 
no  longer  needed  for  military  purposes,  the  recommendation  that  an  act 
be  passed  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  same  to  the  custody  of  the 
honorable  tbc  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  disposition  under  the  public- 
land  laws,  is  respectfully  renewed. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  \yar, 

War  Department,  December  31, 1875. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


41th  Congress,  »    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  (  Ex.  Doc. 
IstSesgion.      f  \    No.  25. 


CAMP  CADY  MILITARY  RESERVATION. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


INVITING 


Atteniion  to  his  letter  of  April  22, 1874,  relative  to  tlie  Camp  Cody  military 
reservation  in  California^  and  asking  authority  to  relinquish  the  same  to 
ilie  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  the  interior. 


Jaxcart  5,  1876. — Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Uolted  States  Senate  to  his  letter  of  April  22,  1874;  relative  to  the 
Camp  Cad  J  military  reservation,  California,  and  recommending  legisla- 
tion aathorizing  the  sale  of  said  reservation,  it  being  no  longer  needed 
for  military  purposes. 

The  reservation  being  still  under  control  of  this  Department,  and  a 
cause  of  expense,  while  no  longer  of  any  use  for  military  purposes, 
aathority  is  respectfully  requested  to  relinquish  the  same  to  the  custody 
of  the  Hod.  Secretary  of  thelnterior,  for  disposition  according  to  exist- 
ing laws  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 
Secretary  of  War. 
Wau  Department, 

December  20, 1875. 
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44th  Congbbss,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPEESE>7TATIVES.  i  Ex.  Doc. 
UtSesHoH.       f  \    No.  26. 


MILITABT  ROAD  FEOM  ASTORIA  TO  SALEM,  OREGON. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRE  TARY    OF    ¥AR, 

RELATIVE  TO 

The  military  road  from  Astoria  to  Salem ^  Oregon. 


jAXVARYb,l87€. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
EepreseDtatives  copy  of  the  correspondence  concerning  the  military 
road  from  Astoria  to  Salem,  in  Oregon,  and  as  the  road  is  no  longer 
needed  for  military  purposes,  the  recommendations  of  the  commanding 
jreneral,  I>epartment  of  the  Columbia,  and  of  the  governor  of  the  State 
of  Oregon,  are  concurred  in,  that  the  road  be  surrendered  to  the  coun- 
ties through  which  the  same  is  located,  and  legislation  authorizing  the 
transfer  is  respeqtfuUy  requested. 

WM.  W.  BELKI^AP, 

Secretary  of  War. 
War  Depaiit:ment,  December  20, 1875. 


ASTOEIA,  Oregon,  December  10, 187^1. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  county  court  of  Clatsop  County,  State  of 
Oregon,  to  respectfully  inquire  of  you  the  status  of  the  military  road, 
ionstracted  about  twenty  years  ago,  from  Astoria  to  Salem,  by  the  War 
Department.  This  road  has,  ever  since  its  construction,  been  used  by 
he  settlers  as  a  public  road,  and  the  county  of  Clatsop,  through  which 
t  runs  for  a  distance  of  about  forty  miles,  has  caused  public  money  and 
abor  applicable  to  public  roads  to  be  expended  upon  it  so  as  to  keep  it 
u  a  passable  condition,  regarding  it  as  a  public  road.  Of  late,  parties 
>wuing  lands  through  which  it  runs  have  claimed,  and  are  now  exercis- 
Dg,  the  right  of  fencing  the  road  so  as  to  prevent  travel  thereon.  I 
voalcl,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  if  the  Department,  or  Government, 
las  relinqnished  its  jurisdiction  or  proprietorship  over  said  road. 
Yours,  respectfully, 


Hop.  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington^  D.  C. 


K.  R.  SPEDDEN, 

County  Clerk  Clatsop  County. 
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[Indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  2, 1875. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  remark. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEXD, 

Adjutant'  Genera  1, 

Office  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washmtongj  January  7,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army. 
There  is  no  information  in  this  OfiUce  that  the  military  road  has  ever 
been  relinquished  by  the  War  Department,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
fencing  off  of  said  road  is  illegal. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 

War  Departsient, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Wa^hingt4>n^  January  11, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  report  from  the 
Engineer  Department. 

E.  D.  tOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  Oenera  L 

War  Department,  Janmry  13, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  to  refer  to  General 
Howard  for  report. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerk. 
• 

War  Depart>ient, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  January  16,  1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the 
Columbia  for  report. 
To  be  returned. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  General. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  CoLL-^rBiA, 
Portland,  Oreg.,  February  18, 1875. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  If.  Michler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  for 
remarks : 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Howard, 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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XJxiTED  States  Engineer  Office, 
Portland^  Oreg.^  March  1, 1875. 

EespectfuUy  returned  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the 
Colnmbia. 

The  required  information  is  not  to  be  obtained  from  files  of  this 
office.  It  has  been  sought  after  from  prominent  citizens,  among  others 
Hon.  Matthew  P.  Des^y,  judge  United  States  district  and  circuit 
courts.  The  latter  states  that  the  road  has  not  been  relinquished  by 
the  United  States  Government.  It  is  still  styled  the  "  military  road.'' 
From  reports  made  by  those  who  passed  over  it  during  the  late  river 
ice-blockade,  it  mast  be  almost  impassable  for  pedestriana,  and  most 
undoubtedly  so  for  wagons.  It  is  useless  for  Government  purposes. 
Should  a  road  be  required,  it  is  said  that  a  better  location  can  be 
selected,  and  less  money  expended  in  building  it  than  in  any  effort  to 
improre  the  present  one  so  as  to  render  it  a  practicable  routel  A  note 
was  addressed  to  the  surveyor-general  of  Oregon  for  information,  but 
no  reply  has  as  yet  been  received. 

N.  MICHLER, 
Major  of  Engineers, 

Headquarters  Depart^ient  of  the  Columbia^ 
Portlmid,  Oreg.^  March  1, 1875. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  surveyor-general  State  of  Oregon,  Eugene 
City,  Oreg.,  for  remarks.    . 
Nothing  is  on  record  at  these  headquarters  about  this  road, 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 

^  UkiteI)  States  Surveyor-General's  Office, 

Eugene  Cityj  Oreg.,  March  6,  1875. 

Respectfully-  returned  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general.  Department 
Columbia. 
Nothing  on  file  in  this  office  in  regard  to  this  road. 

BEN.  SIMPSON, 
Surveyor- Oeneral  of  Oregon. 

Headquarters  Devart^ient  of  the  Columbia, 
Portland,  Oreg.,  March  18,  1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  inriting 
attention  to  the  indorsement  *  •  of  Maj.  N.  Michler,  Corps  of 
Engineers.  The  previous  indorsement  scon  tain  all  the  information  that 
can  be  procured  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  April  2,  1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  reports  from  the 
Department  of  the  Cohimbia. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
A  djutant'  Oeneral. 
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War  Department,  April  8, 1875. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  information  when 
this  military  road  was  constructed,  and  how  the  land  was  acquired. 

What  has  been  the  custom  as  to  relinquishing  control  over  military 
roads  when  no  longer  required  for  military  purposes  ? 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chkf  Cleric. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  April  14, 1875. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 
The  following  are  the  acts  of  Congress  making  appropriations  for  the 
construction  and  completion  of  a  military  road  from  Astoria  to  Salem, 
in  Oregon  Territory : 

Act  approved  February  17, 1855,  (construction) $30, 000 

Act  approved  March  2,  1857,  (completion) 10, 000 

Act  approved  June  14, 1858,  (completion) 1   30, 000 

The  road  was  surveyed  by  an  officer  of  Topographical  Engineers,  in 
1855,  and  its  construction  was  completed  in  1860. 

It  is  inferred,  from  the  acts  cited,  that  the  road  runs  in  its  entire 
length,  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  through  United  States 
lands. 

No  precedents  can  be  found  in  this  Office  to  show  what  has  been  the 
custom  as  to  relinquishing  the  control  over  military  roads  when  no  longer 
required  for  military  purposes ;  but  it  is  supposed  that  such  relinquish- 
ments cannot  be  lawfully  made  by  any  authority  short  of  an  act  of 
Congress. 

A.  A,  HUMPHREYS,        • 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 


Department  of  Justice, 

Washington^  D.-  0.,  May  13, 1875. 

SiB :  I  have  considered  the  subject  of  your  communication  of  the  5th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  military  road  from  Astoria  to  Salem,  in  Ore- 
gon. This  road  was  surveyed  and  the  construction  thereof  commenced 
in  1855,  while  Oregon  was  still  a  Territory,  and  was  not  completed 
until  1860,  after  the  admission  of  Oregon  as  a  State.  The  work  was  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  pursuant  to  the  acts  of 
Congress  of  February  17, 1855,  March  2, 1857,  and  June  14, 1858.  (10 
Stats.,  608 ;  11  Stat,  163,  337.) 

You  state  that  the  engineer  officer  at  Portland,  Oreg.,  reports  the  road 
no  longer  needed  for  military  purposes,  and  you  request  to  be  informed 
"  in  what  legal  manner  the  control  of  the  War  Department  over  the 
same  can  be  relinquished." 

It  is  clearly  an  appropriate  function  of  your  Department  to  determine 
how  far  the  road  may  be  needed  for  military  purposes,  and  to  use  or  dis- 
use it  accordingly.  But,  except  by  the  mere  disuse  or  abandonment  of 
the  road  for  those  purposes,  I  know  of  no  mode  in  which  the  control  of 
the  Department  o.ver  it  can  be  relinquished.    To  vacate  it  entirely. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  1€ 


MILITABT   ROAD   FROM   ASTORIA   TO    SALEM,    OREGON.  5 

would,  perhaps,  require  the  sanction  of  Congress;  but  such  sanction  is 
not  necessary  to  the  abandonment  of  its  use  for  the  time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

A  ttomey-  General 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[iDdorsements.] 

War  Department, 

May  15, 1875. 

Bespectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  his  information,  and 
if  the  road  is  no  longer  ^needed  for  military  purposes,  a  report  to  that 
effect  to  be  made,  in  order  that  Congress  may  be  requested  to  authonze 
its  relinquishment. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 

War  Department, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  May  19, 1875. 
Bespectfally  referred  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  inviting  attention  to 
instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  indorsed  hereon ;  and  with  re- 
quest that  this  paper  be  returned  to  this  Office,  together  with  previous 
p«iper  sent  from  War  Department  to  Engineer  Bureau,  May  10, 1875. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  General. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtonj  June  5, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  with  the  previous  pa- 
pers referred  to,  and  concurrence  in  the  report  of  Ms^or  Michler  of  12th 
April,  1875,  herewith,  that  "  the  road  is  useless  fot  Government  pur- 
poses." 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Brigadier 'General  and  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Inclosores  to  preceding  indorsements : 

Office  of  the  United  States  Surveyor-General, 

Eugene  City^  Oreg.j  March  6, 1875. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnni- 
cation  of  the  20th  ultimo,  desiring  information  in  relation  to  the  United 
StateB  military  road  between  Astoria  and  Salem,  in  this  State.  In  reply, 
I  have  to  state  that  the  records  of  this  office  furnish  no  information 
whatever  concerning  the  roadjjin  question. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN.  SIMPSON, 

Surveyor-Geyural. 
Maj.  K.  Michler, 

UMted  States  Engineers,  Portland,  Oreg. 
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United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland,  Oreg.y  March  9, 1875. 
Sir  :  Iq  addition  to  the  indorsement  of  this  office,  dated  March  h 
on  communication  referred  by  the  commanding  general  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Columbia,  respecting  the  military  road  between  Astoria 
and  Salem,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  of  the 
surveyor-general  of  Oregon,  of  the  6th  instant,  on  the  same  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obdt.  servant, 

N.  MICHLER, 

21ajor  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A,,  Washington,  D,  C 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland,  Oreg.j  April  12,  1875. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  Department  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  the  communication  referred  to  in  my  letter  of  March 
9,  was  that  of  the  county  clerk  of  Clatsop  County,  Oregon,  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  a  military  road  between  Astoria  and 
Salem.  This  communication  was  referred  by  the  War  Department  to 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  information,  and  subsequently  to  the  com- 
manding general  Department  of  the  Columbia.  It  was  then  referred  by 
the  latter  officer  to  this  office,  and  returned  with  the  following  indorse- 
ment: 

RespectfaUy  returned  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  Colnmbia. 

The  required  information  is  not  to  be  obtained  from  the  files  of  this  office.  It  has 
been  son^^ht  after  from  prominent  citizens ;  amon>;  others,  Hon.  Matthew  P.  Deady, 
Jndse  United  States  district  and  circuit  courts.  The  latter  states  that  the  road  has 
not  been  relinquished  by  the  United  States  Government.  It  is  still  styled  the  "  Military 
Road.''  From  reports  made  by  those  who  passed  over  it  during  the  late  river  ice-block- 
ade, it  must  be  almost  impassable  for  pedestrians,  and  most  undoubtedly  so  for  wagons. 
It  is  useless  for  Government  purposes.  Should  a  road  be  re€[uired,  it  is  said  that  a  bet- 
ter location  can  be  selected,  and  less  money  expended  in  building  it  than  in  any  effort 
to  improve  the  present  one,  so  as  to  render  it  a  practicable  route.  A  note  was  addressed 
to  the  surveyor-general  of  Oregon  for  information,  but  no  reply  has  as  yet  been  re- 
ceived. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  MICHLER, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A,,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Indorsements  continued : 

War  Depart>ient,  Adjutant-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washingtonj  June  8,  1875. 
Kespectfully  referred,  through  headquarters  of  the  Army,  to  the  com- 
manding general  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  for  his  information ; 
also,  for  report  and  recommendation  as  to  the  propriety  of  relinquishing 
military  control  over  the  road  in  question. 
To  be  returned. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSBXD, 
A  djutant-  Oenera  l. 
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Headquarters  Military  Division  Pacific, 

San  Franciscoj  June  19, 1875. 
Bespectfullj  referred  to  tbe  cotnmandiDg  officer,  Department  of  the 
Colombia,  for  report  and  recommendation  as  to  the  propriety  of  relin- 
quishing military  control  over  the  roads  surveyed  and  constructed  by 
the  GoTemment  in  the  years  1855-^60,  between  Astoria  and  Salem,  Ore- 
gon. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Schofield : 

J.  C.  KELTON, 
Lieutenant' Colonel^  A,  A.  Genl, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia, 

Portland^  Oreg.j  June  28,  1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  his  excellency  L.  F.  Grover,  governor  of 
Oregon,  for  perusal  of  these  papers,  and  to  i)lease  return  them  with 
aDv  recommendation  that  may  suggest  itself  to  him. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Bngadier-  General^  Commanding. 

State  of  Oregon,  Executive  Office, 

Satm,  July  10,  1875. 
BespectfuUy  returned  to  the  commanding  general  of  Department  of 
tbe  Columbia,  concurring  in  the  opinion  that  an  act  of  Congress  will  be 
required  to  vacate  a  military  road  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  case 
tbe  proper  aathorities  deem  a  military  road  from  Astoria  to  Salem  no 
longer  necessary,  I  suggest  that  the  act  of  Congress,  instead  of  vacat- 
ing, be  so  framed  as  to  surrender  this  road  to  the  counties  through 
which  the  same  is  located,  to  mt:  Clatsop,  Washington,  Yam  Hill,  and 
Polk,  so  that  those  counties  may  severally  adopt  and  continue  as  county 
roads  such  portions  of  the  same  as  may  be  deemed  expedient,  and  va- 
cate such  portions  as  are  deemed  of  no  public  importance. 

L.  R  GROVER, 

0  over  nor  of  Oregon. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Coluivibia, 

Portland,  Oreg.j  July  27, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  division  head- 
quarters. 

The  military  road  from  Astoria  to  Salem,  Oreg.,  is  no  longer  needed 
for  military  purposes,  and  the  relinquishing  military  control  over  said 
road  is  recommended.  I  concur  with  Governor  Grover  in  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  road  be  surrendered  to  the  counties  through  which  the 
same  is  located. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier 'General,  Commanding. 

Headquaetees  Military  Division  Pacific, 

San  Francisco,  August  2, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  (through  headquarters 
of  the  Army,)  recommending  that  the  suggestion  of  the  governor  of 
Oregon  be  adopted. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General. 
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military  road  from  astoria  to  salem^  oregon. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Saint  LouiSy  August  10, 1875. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  the  Adjatant-General. 
By  command  of  General  Sherman  : 

JNO.  M.  BACON, 
Colonel  and  A.  2>.  C 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General^s  Office, 

Xotember  22, 1875. 
Official  copies. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  Oenerah 
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«TH  CONGBKSS, )    HOUSE  OF  EEPRESEJTTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
1st  Session.       J  ^\    No.  27. 


SALE  OF  BUILDING  AT  STONINGTON,  CONNECTICUT. 


LETTER 


FROM 


TIE    SECEETAEY    OF    WAR, 


RELATIVE  TO 


A  mall  brick  structure  erected  in  1813  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  asking  for 

its  sale. 


January  6, 1876. — ^Keferred  to  the  Committoe  on  Military  Affairs  and  ord3red  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Department,  December  20, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Representatives copiesof  papers  relative  toasmall  brick  structure  erected 
in  1813  at  Stonin^rton,  Oonn.,  and  referred  to  in  the  papers  as  an  arsenal. 
The  Chief  of  Ordnance  reports  that  this  property  is  of  no  use  to  the 
United  States,  and  authority  for  its  sale  is  therefore  respectfully  re- 
quested. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


United  States  Steamer  Powhatan, 

Nor/olkj  Va.j  November  4, 1875. 
Bear  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  note  from  Mr.  Matthews, 
superintendent  of  the  railroads  of  Stonington,  Conn.  I  visited  that 
ancient  city  the  past  summer.  When  there  the  authorities  called  my 
attention  to  the  arsenal.  Powder  is  kept  there,  and  any  mischievous 
boys  could  do  a  great  deal  of  damage.  That  ground  would  now  sell  for 
much  more  than  would  erect  another  building  farther  out  of  the  city. 
This  would  remove  the  anxiety  of  many  who  live  around  the  present 
building. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  E.  JOUETT, 

CaptaiUj  Commanding, 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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2  SALE   OF   BUILDING   AT   STONINGTON,    CONNECTICUT. 

Superintendent's  Office, 
Stonington  and  Providence  Kailroad, 

Staningtofij  November  1, 1875. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  write  you  these  few  lines  to  ask  if  yoa  will  use  your 
influence  with  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  the  United  States  arsenal 
in  this  village  removed.  It  is  a  small  brick  building,  39  feet  long,  20 
feet  wide,  10  feet  height  of  walls,  wood  roof,  covered  with  shingles. 
When  it  was  built  it  was  far  removed  from  any  dwellings  in  the  village, 
but  now  the  place  has  grown  all  round  it.  One  large  dwelling  is  only 
18  feet  from  it,  and  my  dwelling,  on  the  other  end,  is  only  55  feet  from 
it.  There  are  two  old  cannon  in  it  of  no  use,  except  as  trophies. 
We  feel  it  is  not  only  very  unsightly,  (being  covered  in  front  all  the 
time  with  all  sorts  of  show-bills,)  but  very  unsafe.  There  has  been  very 
recently  powder  stored  there,  sufficient  to  blow  up  a  large  iTortion  of 
the  place.  A  match  could  have  been  thrown  by  some  mischievous  boy 
through  one  of  the  vent-holes  on  the  powder. 

If  you  can  do  anything  to  remove  it,  you  will  have  the  thanks  of  all 
the  inhabitants. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

AITOREW  S.  MATTHEWS. 
Capt.  James  E.  Jouett. 

Referred  from  War  Department  to  Chief  of  Ordnance  for  report. 

[Indorsement.] 

Ordnance  Office,  War  Department, 

Washington^  Nov.  12,  1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  following 
report : 

The  building  herein  referred  to  as  an  <' arsenal,"  is  a  small  brick 
structure  erected  in  1813,  and  in  which  were  placed  two  eighteen-pounder 
iron  guns,  which  had  been  used  by  the  citizens  of  Stonington  in  defense 
of  their  town  during  the  war  of  1812.  After  the  war  of  1812  these 
guns  were  about  to  be  removed  to  one  of  the  United  States  arsenals,  but, 
at  the  solicitation  of  the  inhabitants  of  Stonington.  were  allowed  to  re- 
main, and  a  person  was  employed  by  the  Government  to  take  care  of  the 
building  and  guns.  In  April,  1826,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  the  transfer  of  the 
buildings  and  guns  to  the  town  authorities,  upon  condition  that,  <^  as 
long  as  the  Government  shall  permit  the  same  to  remain  at  Stonington, 
their  future  care  and  preservation  shall  be  without  expense  to  the  United 
States."  (See  papers  inclosed.)  The  charge  was  accepted  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Stonington  in  letter  to  Chief  of  Ordnance  dated  May  2,  1826. 
!N^evertheless,  the  building  was  allowed  to  fall  into  decay,  and  repeate^l 
applications  were  made  to  the  War  Department  to  have  the  necessary 
repairs  made  by  the  Government.  These  applications  were  refused, 
(see  letters  of  Chief  of  Ordnance  to  Secretary  of  War,  dated  February 
5, 1855,  and  March  21, 1857,)  on  account  of  the  work  properly  belonging 
to  the  citizens,  under  their  agreement,  and  because  there  was  no  money 
available  for  that  purpose.  Congress,  however,  in  the  session  of  1857- 
'58,  appropriated  $750  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  building  and  guns 
in  repair,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance  the  work  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  an  Ordnance 
officer,  detailed  for  the  purpose  in  July,  1858.    Since  that  time  this  De- 
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SALE   OP   BUILDING   AT    STONINGTON,    CONNECTICUT.  3 

partDient  has  had  Dothing^  to  do  with  the  arsenal,  nor  has  any  com- 
mnnication  relating  to  it  ever  been  received  until  the  present  time. 

As  this  property  is  of  no  nse  to  the  United  States,  and  as  its  use  for 
the  storage  of  powder  by  the  authorities  of  Stonington,  or  with  their 
consent,  has  given  dissatisfaction  to  the  residents  in  the  immediate 
Dei^hborhood,  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that  authority  be  asked 
of  Congress  for  its  sale. 

(Signed)  S.  V.  BENfiT, 

Bri^adier-Oeneral^  Chief  of  Ordnance^ 


[luclosures  to  preoediD|^  indorsement.] 

Ordnance  Department, 
Washington,  April  21,  1826. 
To  the  prayer  Town  Authorities  of  Stonington^  Conn. : 

I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  invite  your  attention  to  the 
public  property  at  Stonington,  now  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  John  Den- 
nisoD,  consisting  of  a  small  building,  two  18-pounder  iron  cannon,  with 
their  equipments. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  in  1823,  when  it  was  determined  to  remove 
these  cannon,  &c.,  and  rent  out  the  building,  with  a  view  of  relieving 
the  Government  from  the  expense  attending  the  concern  at  Stonington, 
the  measure  was  objected  to  by  the  citizens  of  that  place,  and  in  conse- 
fequence  of  the  objections  the  order  which  bad  been  issued  for  the  re- 
moval of  the   guns,  &c.,  was  countermanded.    Things  accordingly  re- 
mained as  they  were,  and  the  Government  has  been  continued  to  be 
called  on  for  the  expense  of  this  case  as  before ;  but  the  intention  was 
(though  indistinctly  expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  July,  1823,  to 
Messrs.  S.  F.  Dennison,  Ira  Hart,  P.  Babcock,  and  others  on  the  sub- 
ject) that  this  should  not  be  the  case — that  the  citizens  of  Stonington, 
at  whose  particular  request  the  guns  were  retained,  should  be  called 
upon  to  provide  for  their  preservation.    It  appears  to  be  but  fair,  in  this 
case,  that  the  Oovernment  should  be  relieved  from  the  task  of  doing  it. 
3Ir.  Dennison  has  been  allowed  for  this  duty  about  $114.75  per  annum, 
which,  while  it  is  admitted  to  be  small  in  amount,  is  conceived  to  be  dis- 
j^roportionate  to  the  public  interest  in  the  articles  in  question,  and  upon 
that  ground  could  not  be  continued.    But  it  is  presumed  it  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  citizens  of  Stonington,  if  by  furnishing  the  very 
iittle  means  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  these  memorials  of  their 
patriotism  and  valor,  they  could  obtain  the  exclusive  control  of  them, 
to  undertake  to  do  so.    It  is  therefore  proposed  to  deliver  over  to  you 
the  house  and  guns  now  in  charge  of  .Mr.  Dennison,  on  condition  that 
they  be  well  taken  care  of  while  at  Stonington,  free  from  any  expense 
to  the  United  States. 

Should  yon  accede  to  this  proposition,  it  is  desired  that  the  transfer 
be  made  immediately,  as  Mr.  Dennison  will  be  relieved  from  the  charge 
of  them  after  the  30th  instant,  and  is  instructed  that,  should  you  apply 
to  him,  to  make  the  delivery  to  you,  upon  your  furnishing  him  with  a 
voucher  of  the  form  inclosed,  which  contains  a  correct  list  of  the  prop- 
erty as  returned  to  this  Department. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

GEO.  BOMFORD, 
Bvt.  CoL,  on  Ordnance  Service. 

[Accepted  by  the  town  2d  May,  1S2G.    See  ml.  of  Wm.  W.  Rodman,  on 
fiIeoftlmtdate.J  r^^n]o 
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4  SALE   OF   BUILDING   AT   STQNINGTON,    CONNECTICUT 

fPOEM.] 

Mr.  John  Dennison, 

Superintendent^  <£c.; 
Sir  :  You  will  please  to  deliver  to the  care  and  custo- 
dy of  the  public  building,  together  with  the  following  ordnance  aad 
ordnance-stores  now  under  your  charge,  viz : 

2  18-pounder  iron  cannon ; 

2  18-poander  traveling-carriages ; 

2  sets  drag-ropes ; 

2  worms  and  ladles ; 

2  sponges  and  rammers ; 
4  hand-spikes ; 

3  trail-spikes ; 
2  match-spikes ; 

1  powder-horn ; 

6  boxes  for  cartridges ; 

2  copper  tubes  for  cartridges  ; 
119  18-ponnder  shot; 

150  grape-shot; 

All  which  is  hereby  acknowledged  to  be  received,  on  condition  that,  as 
long  as  the  Government  shall  permit  the  same  at  Stonington  under  this 
arrangement,  they  shall  be  kept  in  repair  and  good  order,  free  from  any 
charge  or  cost  to  the  United  States.    Signed  duplicates. 

(Signed)  Mayor  of  Stonington. 

(On  the  back  to  be  indorsed :) 

Stonington,  April  — ,  1826. 
Eeceived  of  Mr.  John  Dennison,  United  States  storekeeper,  the  build- 
ing, ordnance,  and  ordnance  stores,  as  within  enumerated.     Signed 
duplicates. 

(Signed)  By  whoever  is  named  in  the  order. 

Mr.  John  Dennison, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Stores  and  Store-house,  at  Stonington  Conn. : 
SiE:  You  will  please  to  deliver  to  W.  W.  Eodman  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  public  building,  together  with  the  following  ordnance 
and  ordnance-stores  now  under  your  charge,  viz  : 

2  IS-ponnder  iron  cannon.  2  match-spikes. 

2  18-pounder  traveling  carriages.  1  powder-horn. 

2  sets  drag-ropes.  6  boxes  for  cartridges. 

2  worms  and  ladles.  2  copper  tabes  for  cartridges. 

2  sponges  and  rammers.  119  18-poander  shot. 
4  hand-spikes.  150  grape-shot. 

3  traU-spikes. 

All  which  is  hereby  acknowledged  to  be  received  on  condition  that,  as 
long  as  the  Government  shall  permit  the  same  to  remain  at  Stonington 
under  this  arrangement,  they  shall  be  kept  in  repair  and  good  onler, 
free  from  any  charge  or  cost  to  the  United  States. 

Stonington,  2d  May^  1826. 
Eeceived  of  Mr.  John  Dennison,  United  States  storekeeper,  the 
building,  ordnance,  and  ordnance-stores  as  within  enumerated.    Signed 
duplicates. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  W.  KODMAIlT, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Stores  on  behalf  of  the  Boro*  of  Stonington. 
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[POEM.] 

ifr.  John  Dennison, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Stores  and  Store-house^  at  Stonington^  Conn,: 

8iB:  You  wai  please  to  deliver  to the  care  and  custody 

of  the  public  buildingy  together  with  the  following   ordnance  and 
ordnaDce-stores  now  under  your  charge,  viz : 

2  IS-ponnder  iron  cannon.  2  match-spikes. 


2  IS-poander  tray eling-carri ages.  1  powder-horD. 

2  seta  drag-ropes.  6  boxes  for  cartridges. 

2  worms  and  ladles.  2  copper  tabes  for  cartridges. 


2  spoDges  and  rammers.  119  IS-poonder  shot. 
4  hand-spikes.  150  grape-shot. 

3  trail-spikes. 

All  which  is  hereby  acknowledged  to  be  received,  on  condition  that,  as 
loDg  83  the  Government  shall  permit  the  same  to  remain  at  Stonington 
nnder  this  arrangement,  they  shall  be  kept  in  repair  and  good  order, 
free  from  any  charge  or  cost  to  the  United  States.    Signed  duplicates. 
(Signed) 

Stonington,  May  2dy  1826. 
deceived  of  Mr.  John  Dennison,  United  States  storekeeper,  the 
boildlBg,  ordnance,  and  ordnance-stores  as  within  enumerated.   Signed 
dnplicates. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  W.  RODMAN, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Stores  on  behalf  of  the  BorcP  of  Stonington. 

[Endorsements.] 

fiespectfully  returned  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  for  report  as  to  the 
title  to  the  land  on  which  this  building  is  erected. 
By  order  of  the  Secretaby  of  Wae  : 

(Signed)  H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 
Wae  Department, 

November  16, 1875. 

Ordnance  Office,  War  Department, 

Washington^  November  18, 1876. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  copy  of  the 
deed  of  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  the  arsenal  building  is  situated. 

S.  V.  BBNfiT, 
Brigadier-General^  Chief  of  Ordnance, 


[Inclosnre  to  preceding  indorsement.] 

To  all  people  to  tchom  these  presents  shall  come^  greeting: 

Know  ye  that  I,  Robert  Palmer,  of  Stonington,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
Qecticnt,  for  the  consideration  of  fifty  dollars,  received,  to  my  full  satis- 
faction, of  Elisha  Tracey,  esq.,  agent  for  the  War  Department,  do  give, 
grant,  bargain  and  sell,  and  confirm  unto  the  United  States  of  America 
&  lot  of  ground  situated  in  said  Stonington,  containing  six  square  rods, 
bounded  upon  the  west  by  the  main  road,  on  a  line  running  three  rods 
north  from  the  southwest  comer  of  a  lot  owned  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Phelps : 
thence  easterly  two  rods ;  thence  southerly  two  rods  to  the  said  land  of 
Mr.  Phdps ;  thence  westerly  to  the  first-mentioned  bound,  and  is  the 
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same  land  on  which  the  said  Tracey  has  built  an  arsenal  for  the  nse  of  said 
United  States,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  above-granted  premises,  with  the 
appurtenances  thereof,  unto  them,  the  said  United  States,  forever,  to 
their  own  proper  use  and  behoof.  And  also  I,  the  said  Eobert  Palmer, 
do,  for  myself  and  for  my  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  covenant 
with  the  ssiid  United  States  that,  at  and  until  the  ensealing  these  pres- 
ents, they  shall  be  well  seized  of  the  aforesaid  premises,  as  a  good,  inde- 
feasible estate  in  fee-simple,  apd  have  good  right  to  bargain  and  sell  the 
same  in  manner  and  form  as  above  written,  and  that  the  same  is  free  of 
all  incumbrances  whatsoever. 

And  furthermore,  I,  the  said  Bobert  Palmer,  do,  by  these  presents, 
bind  myself  and  my  heirs  forever  to  warrant  and  defend  the  above 
granted  and  bargained  premises  to  the  said  United  States  against  all 
claims  and  demands  whatsoever. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  21st 
day  of  December,  anno  Domini  1809. 

EGBERT  PALMER,    [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  of—- 
Elijah  Palmer. 
Louisa  Palmer. 

New  London  County,  ss: 

STONINGTON,  December  21, 1809. 
Personally  appeared  Robert  Palmer,  signer  and  sealer  of  the  forego- 
ing instrument,  and  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  his  free  act  and 
deed. 
Before  me. 

ELIJAH  PALMER, 
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«IH  Congress,  )  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
IH  Session,        t  )    No.  28. 


RELIEF  OF  GRASSHOPPER  SUFFERERS. 


LETTEK 


FROM 


THE    S  ECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRANSMimXG 


BeparU  of  the  Quartermaster-Oeneral  and  Commissary- General  of  Stibsist- 
««,  made  in  compliance  tcilh  the  act  of  February  10, 1875, /or  the  relief 
ff  grasshopper  sufferers. 


Jim: ART  5,  1676. — Rsferred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


War  Depabtment, 

December  20, 1875. 
^  The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  United  States 
Senate  aud  House  of  Representatives  reports  of  the  Acting  Qaarter- 
master-General  and  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February 
10, 1375,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  persons  suffering 
from  the  ravages  of  grasshoppers." 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
•  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C,  December  6, 1875. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  transmittal  to  Congress, 
« report  of  issues  of  Army  clothing  made  in  accordance  with  the  act 
•t  Febmary  10,  1875,  to  destitute  and  helpless  persons  living  on  the 
'^^iem  frolitier,  who  were  rendered  destitute  by  the  ravages  of  grass- 
li^^ppera. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFCS  JNGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermaster- General,  Bvt.  Mojor- General,  U.  8.  A. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Report  of  Army  clothing  issued  in  accordance  icith  act  of  Congress  of  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1875,  to  destitute  persons  on  the  western  frontier  tcho  were 
rendered  destitute  by  ravages  of  grasshoppers. 

Great-coats,  infantry 10,004 

Great-coats,  moanted 4 

Sack'-coat«,  lined 1,413 

Sack-coats,  unlinecl 1,953 

Uniform-coats 2,382 

Trousers,  infantry 5:^:} 

Shoes,  pairs -'.. 16,186 

Boots,  pairs *. 4,478 

Shirts,  flannel 6H9 

Drawers 55 

Jackets 349 

Uniform-hats l,59|r 

Forage-caps 1,809 

Blankets,  woolen y,454 

Blankets,  rubber 40 

Ponchos,  rubber 12 


War  DBPART3IENT, 

Office  Commiss?ary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington^  I),  0.,  December  15, 1875. 

Sir  :  In  accordanco  with  the  reqairements  of  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved February  10, 1875,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of 
persons  suffering  from  the  ravages  of  grasshoppers,"  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report: 

General  Orders  Ko.  12,  dated  February  11, 1875,  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, copy  annexed,  marked  <<A,''  directed  commanders  of  the  Military 
Departments  of  the  Platte,  the  Missouri,  and  Dakota  to  cause  enroll- 
ments of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  within 
those  departments  who  had  been  rendered  destitute  by  the  ravages  of 
grasshoppers  to  be  made,  (children  under  twelve  years  of  age  to  be  rated 
separately;)  these  rolls  to  be  turned  over  to  officers  of  the  Subsistence 
Department,  who  were  to  be  designated  by  the  Commissary-General  of 
Subsistence,  to  make  issues  of  food  under  his  instructions. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  order.  Major  B.  DuBarry, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  was  designated  to  disburse  the  funds  and 
supervise  the  issues  to  the  destitute  in  the  Deps^rtment  of  Dakota,  Maj. 
John  P.  Hawkins,  commissary  of  subsistence,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Platte,  and  Capt.  J.  H.  Oilman,  commissary  of  subsistance,  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri,  and  instructions  were  issued  from  this  Office  to 
each  of  the  officers  named,  copy  appended,  marked  "  B."  The  ration, 
as  indicated  in  these  instructions,  was  three-quarters  pound  of  salt  or 
fresh  pork,  one  pound  of  corn-meal ;  and  to  each  one  hundred  rations, 
fifteen  pounds  of  beans,  ten  pounds  of  green  coffee  or  one  and  one-half 
pounds  of  tea,  fifteen  pounds  of  sugar,  and  three  and  three-quarters 
pounds  of  salt,  half  of  the  above  quantities  to  be  issued  to  children ;  but 
each  officer  was  directed  to  confer  with  his  department  commander,  to 
whom  authority  was  given  to  modify  or  change  the  ration  as  fixed. 

The  authority  to  employ  civilian  agents,  clerks,  and  laborers  was 
rescinded  in  conformity  with  the  decision  of  the  Second  Comptroller, 
dated  February  2G,  1875,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended,  marked  "C." 

In  but  one  department,  that  of  the  Missouri,  was  the  attempt  made 
to  issue  the  ration  as  fixed  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 
and  in  that  it  was  soon  found  the  number  of  destitute  was  so  large  that 
the  amount  of  the  appropriation  would  prove  insufficient  to  meet  the 
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demands  for  aid ;  consequently  all  issues,  except  of  corn-meal  and  pork, 
had  to  be  abandoned  in  tbat  department,  and  even  with  the  ration  thus 
reduced  it  was  found  impossible  to  make  issues  for  the  full  period  of 
thirty  days,  so  that  to  secure  an  equitable  distribution  of  the  available 
resources  the  issues  were,  by  order  of  the  department  commander,  made 
for  shorter  periods,  depending  upon  the  necessities  of  the  destitute.  In 
the  departments  of  the  Platte  and  Dakota  the  ration  was  modified,  in 
the  first  issues,  by  the  reapectire  .department  commanders,  according  to 
what  was  considered  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  total  number  to 
be  sopplied,  and  the  most  economical  expenditure  of  the  amount  of 
appropriation  allowed  each  department.  In  the  Department  of  the 
Platte  issues  were  made  for  periods  of  thirty  days ;  in  the  Department 
of  Dakota,  for  periods  of  twenty-five  days. 

The  three  officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  selected  to  disburse 
this  appropriation  and  issue  the  supplies,  together  with  all  the  subordi- 
nate officers  designated  to  assist  them,  were  most  zealous  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  while  the  large  number  of  destitute  issued  to — a  total  of 
one  hundred  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  par- 
ens, being  sixty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-three 
adolts  and  forty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-two  chil- 
dren, to  whom  were  distributed  nearly  two  million  rations — will  bear 
witness  to  the  magnitude  of  their  work  and  the  benefit  of  their  labors. 
Tbese  large  issues  were  made  with  comparatively  little  expense  and 
hat  trifling  waste  of  stores,  and  although  there  may  have  been  some 
irregularities  in  issues  and  in  the  returns  thereof,  they  are  but  slight 
and  due  to  the  want  of  skilled  clerical  labor,  which  this  Department 
vas  not  authorized  to  hire  for  this  special  purpose,  and  the  inability 
of  some  of  the  department  commanders  to  furnish  a  sufficient  number 
of  officers  to  assist  in  making  the  issues. 

Appended  will  be  found  statements  showing  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation drawn  from  the  Treasury,  the  amount  furnished  to,  and  dis- 
Imrsed  in,  each  department,  and  the  amount  returned  to  the  Treasury  ; 
also,  statements  showing  the  total  number  issued  to  in  each  county, 
State,  and  department,  together  with  the  expenses  of  making  the  issues. 

In  connection  herewith,  the  reports  of  Maj.  B.  DuBarry,  Maj.  John 
P.  Hawkins,  and  Capt.  J.  H.  Oilman,  chief  commissaries  of  subsistence 
of  the  Departments  of  Dakota,  the  Platte,  and  the  Missouri,  respectively, 
are  respectfully  submitted. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  MACFEELY, 
Commissary- Oejieral  of  Subsistence. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


A. 

[Qeneral  Ordora  Jfo.  12.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Jfashingtotiy  February  11, 1875. 
la  ordei  to  properly  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  CoDjinress  approved  Feb- 
TUiry  10, 1875,  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  persons  snffering  from  the  ravages  of  grass- 
it  uppers  upon  the  western  frontiers,  it  is  ordered  by  the  President  that  the  commanders 
0*  the  Departments  of  the  Platte,  Mi^ssonri,  and  D.ikota  shall  cause  to  be  made,  as 
-v>QU  practicable,  an  enrollment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  and  Territories 
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wilhin  those  departments  who  have  been  rendered  destitute  by  the  ravages  aforesaid 
which  enrollment  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  group  families  together,  giving  the  name 
of  each  person  entitled  to  relief;  children  under  twelve  years  of  age  to  be  rated  sep- 
arately. The  time  during  which  food  may  be  required  to  be  issued,  and  the  most  avail- 
able points  for  issue,  will  be  stated  on  all  the  roUa,  and  such  other  useful  information 
as  the  officers  having  charge  of  the  distribution  may  need.  Applicants  for  supplies 
should  make  a  statement  on  blanks  furnished  them  of  their  resources  convertible  with 
safety  to  their  families  into  a  supply  of  food,  and  the  names  of  such  persons  as  may 
be  found  to  have  resources  so  convertible  shall  not  be  placed  on  the  rolls  until  such 
resources  are  exhausted.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  department  commander  to  revise, 
as  often  as  he  may  consider  necessary,  the  rolls  referred  to,  and  correct  the  saoae  from 
time  to  time  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may  require. 

As  fast  as  the  rolls  are  made  up  they  will  be  turned  over  in  duplicate,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  department  commanders  aforesaid,  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Subsisteuce 
and  Quartermaster's  Departments,  who  shall  be  designated  to  issue  such  food  and 
clothing  as  may  be  provided  under  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act :  and  the  offi- 
cers selected  will  issue  the  same  upon  the  rolls  furnished  them,  and  will  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Quartermaster  and  the  Commissary  General  respecting  the  issue  of 
the  clothing,  and  purchase  and  issue  of  the  food,  as  above  provided. 

Requisitions  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  amounts  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
officers  selected  to  disburse  this  fund  will  be  made  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  dis- 
bursements will  be  accounted  for  under  the  rules  iu  force  respecting  other  disburse- 
ments in  the  Subsistence  Department. 

The  transportation  of  the  food  and  other  supplies  issued  is  to  be  considered  a  proper 
charge  upon  the  appropriation  made  by  this  act. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act : 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  person  a  suffering  from  the  ravages  of  grasshoppers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  direct  the  issue,  through  the  proper  officers  of  the  Army  temporarily,  of 
supplies  of  food  and  disused  Army  clothing  sufficient  to  prevent  starvation  and  suffer- 
ing and  extreme  want  to  any  and  all  destitute  and  helpless  persons  living  on  the 
western  frontier,  who  have  been  rendered  so  destitute  and  helpless  by  ravages  of  grass- 
hoppers during  the  summer  last  past,  and  to  report  to  Congress  such  issue  of  food  and 
clothing.  And  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  as  much  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  That  this  act  shall  expire  on  the  first  day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seven ty-tive. 

Approved  February  10,  1875. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
•  Adjutant-GeneraL 


B. 

War  Department, 
Oi'TicE  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Uashington,  D.  C,  February  15,  1875. 

Major  :  Under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders  No.  12,  War  Department,  Adjutant- 
Generars  Office,  current  series,  you  are  hereby  designated  to  purchase  food  and  issue 
the  same  to  sufferers  from  the  ravages  of  grasshoppers  within  the  Department  of  Da- 
kota, under  the  authority  and  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February 
10,  1875. 

All  moneys  pertaining  to  the  appropriation  made  by  the  above-mentioned  act,  and 
all  supplies  purchased  therewith,  will  be  accounted  for  monthly  to  this  Office,  on  sep- 
arate accounts-current,  returns  of  provisions,  &c. 

Issues  to  sufferers  will  be  made  for  periods  of  one  month,  on  the  rolls  prescribed  by 
the  General  Order  above  mentioned.  The  rolls  upon  which  issues  have  been  made  will 
be  entered  on  appropriate  abstracts  and  filed  as  vouchers  thereto.  The  abstracts,  with 
their  accompanying  rolls,  will  be  filed  as  vouchers  to  the  return  of  provisions. 

The  ration  ibr  sufferers  will,  for  the  present,  be  as  follows,  viz,  three-fourths  of  a 
pound  of  salt  or  fresh  pork,  one  pound  of  corn-meal  and  beans,  cofiee  or  tea,  sugar  and 
s  lit,  in  the  proportions  authorized  to  be  issued  to  enlisted  men  under  existing  regula- 
tions. 

Full  rations,  as  herein  prescribed,  will  be  issued  to  sufferers  over  twelve  years  of 
age,  and  half-rations  to  those  under  twelve  years  of  age. 
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Too  will  please  request  the  commaading  general  of  the  Department  of  Dakota  to 
<]etail  as  many  officers  and  soldiers  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  you  to  carry  into 
effect  the  intention  of  the  law.  Yon  are  also  authorized  to  employ  as  many  civilian 
agents,  clerks,  laborers,  &c.,  as  yon  may  find  to  be  necessarv.  Yon  will  consult  freely 
with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department,  and  should  he  at  any  time  desire  to 
diminish  or  modify  the  ration,  as  fixed  by  this  Office,  you  will  conform  to  his  instrnc- 
tioos. 

Yon  will  please  arrange  for  the  transportation  of  the  food,  and  pay  the  cost  thereof 
OQt  of  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  of  snlforers. 

This  food  is  Grovemment  property,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  same  benefits  from 
eobsidy  or  land-grant  railroads  as  any  other  Qovernment  freight. 

Immediately  aflber  the  1st  of  September  nest  you  will  please  prepare  and  transmit 
to  this  Office  a  report  of  your  operations,  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  as  required  by 
the  terms  of  the  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

>.  E.  SHIR  AS, 
Commissary- General  of  Subsistence, 
Maj.  B.  DuBakry, 

Commissar  If  of  Subsistence,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


iCircular.] 
C. 


War  Department, 
JVashington  City,  February  26, 1875. 
The  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  has  rendered  the  following  decision  in  re- 
sard  to  the  employment  of  civilians  in  the  execution  of  General  Orders  No.  12,  War 
l>epartmeut,   Adjutant-Generars  Office,  current  series:  "I  think  the  employment  of 
civilians,  as  recommended  by  General  Terry,  would  not  be  sanctioned  by  the  law.    The 
opinion  of  Attorney-General  Rush  and  others,  that  the  Executive  may  appoint  agents 
to  carry  oat  the  provisions  of  a  general  law,  and  pay  them  out  of  the  appropriation 
made  in  the  law,  does  not  apply  in  this  case.    The  law  itself  suggests  the  agents,  and 
directs  the  issae  to  be  made  ^  through  the  proper  officers  of  the  Army  temporarily,'  and, 
bowever  inconsistent  it  may  be  to  confine  this  duty  to  them,  there  is  no  legal  author- 
itT  to  add  to  tbo  liAt  by  the  employment  of  civilians.^' 
Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

H.  T.  CROSBY,  Chief  Clei^k. 
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Summary  of  expenditures^  issues,  ^-c,  in  ih^  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Amonnt  of  appropriation  furnished  the  Department  of  the  Platte $48, 000  00 

Amonnt  of  appropriation  expended  in  parch ase  of  stores  issued. $44, 052  71 
Amount  of  appropriation  expended  in  issuing  stores,  embracing 

amonnts  paid  for  printing,  services,  &o 2, 684  66 

Amount  of  appropriation  returned  to  United  States  Treasury.. .     1,262  63 

48,000  00 

Total  number  of  rations  issued  in  the  Department  of  the  Platte 1 ,  081  122 

Number  of  persons  issued  to,  adults 17,605 

Number  of  persons  issued  to,  children 11, 621 

29,226 


Abstract  of  issues  to  grasshopper  sufferers  in  the  Department  of  DaJcota, 
made  in  accordance  with  act  of  Congress  approved  February  10, 1875. 

STATE  OF  MINNESOTA. 

April,  1875. 


Number. 

s 

2 

o 

•1 

o 

• 

Counties. 

00 

5 

2 
o 

a 
I 

Blue  Earth 

Jackson 

30 
458 
109 

46 
350 
322 
162 
316 

36 
370 
75 
72 
242 
319 
104 
363 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 

25 

1,200 

16, 075 

3,662i 

2,0.50 

11,775 

12,037i 

•  5,671 

12,437i 

Pounds, 
550 
8,067i 
1,83U 
1,056 
5,9.37f 
6,088 
2,868f 
6,218J 

Pounds, 
1,100 

16,075 
3,662i 
2,050 

11,5:^1 

ll,720i 
5,612i 

12, 437i 

$77  96 
l,OiK)  44 

Martin 

259  57 

Nicollet 

143  61 

Nobles 

776  69 

Renville 

835  47 

Sibley 

386  25 

Watonwan 

881  50 

Total           "^ 

1,793 

1/581 

64,908^ 

4.451  49 

May,  1675. 


Brown 

Cottonwood 

Faribault 

Jackson 

Lac-qui'parle  ... 

Lincoln  

Lyon 

Martin 

Murray 

Redwood 

Rock 

Yellow  Medicine 

Total 


382 

643 

2()2 

244 

4 

59 
149 
724 
359 
106 
382 

43 

3, 357 


333 

25 

462 

25 

1H6 

25 

217 

25 

4 

25 

45 

m 

99 

25 

485 

271 

272 

25 

95 

25 

257 

25 

31 

25 

2,486 

13,712i 
21,850 

8,875 
8,812^ 

150 
2,160 
4,962^ 
26,  ,578 
12,375 
3,  837i 
12,762^ 
1,462^ 


117,538 


6,R.56i- 

13,712i 

10, 925 

21,850 

4, 437i 

8,875 

4,406 

8,812 

75 

150 

1,124 

2, 162i 

2,540 

4,962^ 

13,3fc0i 

26,586^ 

6,118i 

12,2:J7i 

l,918i 

3,8:57 

6,  381 

12,702 

735 

1,462^ 

$971  86 

•1,470  87  , 

637  86 

59H  69 

10  46 

160  i'»5 

364  73 

1,919  14 

834  :rT 

270  'A9 

845  91 

102  54 


8, 187  39 
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Ahstract  of  issues  to  grasshopper  sufferers  in  the  Department  of  Dakotaj 

&c. — Continued. 

TERRITORY  OF  DAKOTA. 
Mat,  1875. 


Namber. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

m 
§ 

1 

o 

t 
1 

.a 

OQ 

u 

p 

O 

Coanties. 

< 

t3 
1 

1 

AnnstiODg 

Boobomme 

Brookinir 

CUT...:. 

8 

253 

28 

455 

15 

18 

10 

629 

22 

18 

314 

181 

587 

289 

6 

217 

21 

475 

12 

11 

11 

466 

13 

9 

207 

150 

554 

318 

25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 

275 

9,037i 
962i 

17,312i 
525 
587^ 
387i 

21,550 
712^ 
562i 

10,437i 
6  400 

21,600 

11,200 

Pounds. 

137i 

4,518* 

481i 

8,656i 

262i 

293f 

193t 

10,775 

281i 
5,437i 
3,200 
10,800 
5,600 

Pounds. 
275 
9,037i 
962.i 

17,312^ 
525 
587i 
387i 

21,450 

im 

562i 

10,425 

6,400 

21,600 

11,200 

$18  70 

614  55 

67  37 

1,177  35 

35  69 

44  82 

I^TidiMi 

Hr^tehinaon 

\m^ 

26  32 

1,506  00 

49  87 

Lsks 

Xx4y 

39  37 

>ti«hah» 

Ta»er 

752  00 
435  20 

'•-.K1Q 

1,468  80 
761  60 

Ijtkkm 

Total 

2.827 

2,470 

101,550 

6,997  64 

Sumrnari/  of  expenditures,  issues,  j-e,,  in  the  Department  of  Dakota. 

A  voQot  of  appropriation  farntshed  the  Department  of  Dakota (27, 000  00 

Xs'iiuni  of  appropriation  expended  in  purchase  of  stores  is- 
w«i $19,636  52 

Amooot  of  appropriation  expended  in  issuing  stores,  embrac- 
iDKamoonts  paid  for  transportation,  printing,  telegraphing, 
Mfnices^&c : 4,625  40 

A£j<iaiit  of  appropriation  returned  to  United  States  Treasury.        2, 738  08 

27,000  00 


Toal  namber  of  rations  issued  in  the  Department  of  Dakota 283, 996 

^nmher  of  persons  issued  to,  adults 7,624 

\BtDber  of  persons  issued  to,  children 6,245 

Total 13,869 

'^i^nai  iummarg  of  expenditures  and  issues,  made  in  accordance  with  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved February  10, 1875. 

\cHmiit  of  appropriation  famished  the  Department  of  the 
Mi*oari $63,000  00 

Amount  of  appropriation  famished  the  Department  of  the 
I'Utte 48,000  00 

'«ciunnt  of  appropriation  furnished  the  Department  of  Da- 
i«>u 27,000  00 


.:.>'>iDt  expended,  purchase  of  stores  issued  in 
I>»'partment  of  the  Missouri $57, 167  64 

\'mifiQt  expended,  purchase  of  stores  issued  in 
]vi»»rtDieDtof  the  Platte 44,052  71 

AioQut  expended,  purchase  of  stores  issued  in 
!»•  I';irtiiieDt  of  Dakota. 19,C3G  52 


$138, 000  00 


120,851  87 
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Amount  expended  in  issuing  stores  in  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri $4,720  76 

Amount  expended  in  issuing  stores  in  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte 2,684  66 

Amount  expended  in  issuing  stores  in  Depart- 
ment of  Dakota : 4,625  40 

: $12,030  82 

Amount  returned  to  the  United  States  Treasury 
from  Department  of  the  Missouri 1,111  60 

Amount  returned  to  the  United  States  Treasury 
from  Department  of  the  Platte 1,262  63 

Amount  returned  to  the  United  States  Treasury 

from  Department  of  Dakota 2,738  08 

5,112  31 


$138,000  00 


Sianmary  of  iMues* 


Adults. 

Children.* 

Total  No.  of 
persons. 

Rations. 

Department  of  the  Missouri 

Department  of  the  Platte 

Dei^artment  of  Dakota 

38,364 

17,605 

7,624 

26,076 

11,621 

6,245 

64,440 
29,226 
13,869 

591,990i 
1,081,122 
283,996 

Total 

63,593 

43,942 

107,535 

l,957,108i 
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44th  Congeess,  \   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  fix.  Doc. 
litSegsion.       f  \    No.  29. 


CAMP  CROOK  MILITARY  RESERVATION. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


I^'VITING 


Attention  to  his  letter  of  January  4,  1875,  (Home  Ex.  Doc.  iV'o.  80,  Forty- 
third  Congress^  second  sessionj  relative  to  the  Camp  Crook  military  res- 
erration  in  Shasta  County^  California^  and  reneicing  the  recommendations 
contained  therein. 


J.4.vt\4RY  r>,  1676.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives  to  his  letter  of  January  4, 1875,  (Honse  Ex. 
Doc.  No.  80,  Fortj-'third  Congress,  second  session,)  relative  to  the 
Camp  Crook  military  reservation  in  Shasta  County,  California. 

As  no  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  with  reference  to  the  mat- 
ter, and  as  the  land  in  question  is  not  needed  for  military  purposes, 
and  its  retention  by  this  Department  being  a  cause  of  expense,  the  rec- 
ommendation in  the  letter  referred  to  is  respectfully^  renewed,  that  a 
bill  be  passed  authorizing  the  transfer  of  this  reservation  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Interior  Department  for  disposition  under  the  public-land 
laws. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  December  31,  1875. 
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«rH  CoxGEESS,  \  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESESTATIVES.  i  Ex.  Doc. 
IttSetsion.       i  \    No.  30. 


NEW  BARRACKS  AT  FORT  MONROE,  VA. 


LETTEK 


FROM 


THE    SECRE  TAEY    OF    WAR, 


TRAXSMITTIXG 


V\9M  for  the  erection  of  new  barracks  at  Fort  Monroe^  Ya.^  and  asking  an 

appropriation. 


^LMiBY  5, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


t  War  Depaetment,  December  20, 1875. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  llouse  of 
Representatives,  copies  of  papers  and  plans  concerning  the  erection  of 
Dew  barracks,  &Cm  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  and  to  earnestly  recommend 
that  an  appropriation  of  8100,000  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  six 
*»aildings  required.* 

WM.  W.  BBLKIJ^AP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Artillery  School,  U.  S.  A., 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.,  March  1, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the  report  of  the  senior 
medical  officer  of  this  post,  (Surgeon  Joseph  E.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.,)  dated 
the  27th  altimo,  on  the  condition  of  the  barracks,  kitchens,  and  laan- 
'iressea'  qaarters,  occupied  by  this  command.  I  am  certain  that  I 
cdnnot  indorse  Surgeon  Smith's  statements  and  views  too  strongly. 

Although  I  have  reported  annually,  for  the  past  six  years,  the  faulty 
"onstraction,  limited  capacity,  and  decayed  condition  of  these  buildings, 
kmI  have  urgently  asked  for  thd  erection  of  new  buildings,  I  never- 
tiieWss  here  repeat  some  of  the  details.  These  barracks  and  kitchens 
*vere  built  iu  lS62-'63,  of  unseasoned  lumber,  felled  and  sawed  in  the 
'icinity,  by  the  labor  of  enlisted  men  on  extra  duty,  at  a  cost  for  the 
t'mrteett  baildings,  as  I  am  informed,  of  less  than  81,000.    Built  bastib 

"  ■  Digitized  by  *^  ^^^ 
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during  the  early  years  of  the  war,  the}'  were  intended  to  subserve  only 
a  temporary  purpose.  They  soon  began  to  fall  into  decay,  and  for  the 
past  five  or  six  j-ears,  have  only  been  kept  from  falling  upon  the  heads 
of  the  occupants  by  assiduous  patching,  supporting,  underpinning, 
&c.  They  are  leaky,  insufferably  hot  in  summer,  and  cold  in  winter, 
and  are  now  become  altogether  too  much  decayed  to  admit  of  repair. 

Three  years  ago  the  board  of  engineers  for  fortifications,  made  aware 
of  the  condition  of  these  buildings,  by  my  frequent  reports,  digested  and 
reported  plans  and  specifications  for  new  and  lire-proof  structures. 
These  plans,  as  I  have  been  informed,  received  the  approval  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  would  seem  onlj'  to 
await  the  asking  of  the  necessary  appropriation  by  Congress. 

Last  year.  Major  Sawtelle,  quartermaster.  United  States  Army,  made 
a  critical  examination  of  the  old  buildings,  and  prepared  plans  for  others 
to  replace  them.  These  last  are  not  understood  to  be  of  the  permanent 
character  that  the  location  demands.  Still,  if  the  engineer  plan  is  not 
to  be  put  in  execution  at  once,  the  plan  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment should  be. 

The  comfort,  decency,  and  health  of  the  garrisom  imperatively  de- 
mand new  buildings  as  soon  as  it  is  practicable  to  erect  them. 

1  beg  most  earnestly  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities 
to  this  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  BARRY, 
Colonel  Second  Artillery ,  Brevet  Major- Oeneral,  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Military  Divinon  of  the  Atlantic,  New  York  City, 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  February  27, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  the  ezamioations  required  by  Gen- 
eral Order  125,  Adju taut- Gen eral's  Office,  1874. 

The  general  san.tary  condition  of  the  post  is  (^ood,  and  reqnires  no  comment  or  recom- 
mendation. 

I  deem  it  my  duty,  however,  to  ask  the  special  attention  of  the  commandinj;  officer 
to  those  buildings  occupied  by  the  companies  as  quarters.  These  are  seven  in  number, 
wooden  structures,  with  buildings  of  the  same  general  character  in  the  rear  serving  as 
kitchens,  mess  and  wash  rooms.  These  buildings  are  too  small  to  answer  the  purposes 
for  which  used,  and  were  so  reported  by  my  predecessor.  Surgeon  Cooper,  in  1870. 
Were  this  the  only  fault  of  these  buildings,  I  might  not  deem  it  so  imperative  upon 
me  to  attempt  to  disturb  the  status  which  has  existed  for  several  years.  But  while, 
since  1870,  this  one  fault  has  remained  unchanged,  in  other  respects  the  condition  of 
these  buildings  has  greatly  deteriorated.  Constructed  of  wood,  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  frame-work  are  nailed  wide,  upright  boards,  the  seams  battened  with  narrow 
strips.  Inside  the  frame  are  nailed  narrow  boards  tongued  and  grooved.  The  roofs 
are  shingled  and  ceiled,  like  the  inner  wall,  with  narrow  tongued  aud  grooved  boards, 
following  generally  the  slope  and  contour  of  the  roof.  In  the  ceiling  of  each  barrack 
are  two  curved  (?)  ventilating  openings.  The  floor  is  also  tongued  and  grooved,  and 
out«ide  the  buildings,  from  the  floor  to  tlic  ground,  horizontal  boards  are  nailed. 

The  roofs  of  all  these  qnarters  leak,  even  when  newly  shingled  within  a  year.  The 
green  material  entering  into  the  constr-uction  of  the  walls,  floors,  and  ceilings,  has 
now  rotted  and  shrunk,  so  that  many  cracks  exist,  and  the  buildings  are  so  open  as  to 
have  made  it  impossible  to  keep  them  comfortably  warm  during  the  present  winter. 

In  consequence  of  this  shrinkage,  decay,  and  loss  of  strength,  their  outlines  are 
deflected  from  straight  lines ;  they  are  sunken  ;  they  totter  with  every  moderate  wind, 
and  they  are  in  danger  of  falling  in  case  of  a  violent  gust,  and  imperiling  the  safety  of 
their  occupants. 

I  therefore  regard  them  as  entirely  unfit  to  be  occupied  by  the  troops,  and  I  ear- 
nestly recommend  that  they  may  be  removed  aud  replaced. 

I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  send,  in  company  with   this  report,  plans  and 
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spedficfttioiu  for  suitable  barracks,  as  I  am  informed  that  heretofore  they  have  been 
iDad«  and  forwarded. 

Under  these  circnmstances,  I  request  the  indorsement  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
mj  Biatements  and  recommendations,  and  ask  that  he  will  submit  this  report  to  the 
proper  antbority,  with  snch  remarks  as  he  may  deem  germane  to  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  R.  SMITH, 
Surgeoiif  United  States  Army, 
Lieot  C.  O.  Howard, 

Fo$t-Adjut€Mt,  Fort  Monroe, 

[Firet  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Divisiox  Atlantic, 

Xew  Torkf  March  3, 1875. 

Respeetfally  referred  to  the  medical  director  of  the  division  for  report  and  recom- 
meodzUoa. 
Bt  command  of  Major-General  Hancock. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Medical  Dibector's  Office,  D.  A., 

Xm  York,  March  11, 1875. 

liapectfnlly  retnmcd  to  headquarters  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  concurring  in  the 
r^ciR&mendation  and  views  of  the  post-surgeon  and  commanding  officer  for  the  erec- 
4.A  of  suitable  baildiDgs  at  this  post,  the  necessity  for  which  is  very  urgent. 

JOHN  M.  CIJYLER, 
Surgeon  U.  S,  A,,  Medical  Director  Division  of  the  Atlantic 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Division  Atlantic, 

New  York  City,  March  12, 1875. 

Aeipectfally  referred  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  division  for  report  and  rec- 
MiJseodatioQ.  « 

Br  command  of  MaJ.  Oen.  Hancock. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Fonrth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  IMilttary  Division  Atlantic, 

OJ^  of  Chief  Quartermaster,  Xeiv'York,  March  13,  1875. 
Sespectfolly  returned  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  Military  Division  of  the  At- 
laatic 

I  foDjeoDcar  in  the  within  remarks  of  Colonel  Barry,  and  earnestly  recommend  that 
^trjf  ai^on  be  taken  toward  having  suitable  quarters  provided. 

Ine  matter  lias  been  considered  by  the  Quartermaster-General,  with  whom  I  have 
fooYcmd  on  the  subject.  The  plan  proposed  by  him  I  regard  as  a  very  good  one,  and 
<  sBDot  too  strongly  urge  its  adoption  and  the  erection  of  the  building  at  as  early  a  day 
u  poisible. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Col,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  Bvt,  Maj,  GenU  U,  S.  A., 

Chief  Quartermaster. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Division  of  Atlantic, 

Ne\o  York  City,  March  15, 1875. 
Bflipeetfally  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  headquarters  of  the  Army, 
loritiog  attention  to  the  foregoing  indorsement  hereon  by  the  chief  quartermaster  of 

tht  divuioD. 

WINFD  S.  HANCOCK, 

Maior- General,  Commanding, 
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[Sixth  indoreement.J 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Saint  Louis  J  March  20, 1875. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  tbe  Adjutant-General. 
By  command  of  General  Sherman : 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  March  24,  1675. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant-General, 

[Eighth  indoraemeDt.l 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army. 

The  barracks  plan,  of  which  a  copy  is  with  these  papers,  is  certain  to  make  an  un- 
wholesome building,  and  the  estimated  cost  is  $176,000. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  cannot  legally  undertake  sucli  an  expense,  and  if 
the  Engineer  Department  has  plans  for  permanent  barracks  as  part  of  the  fortress,  it 
will  not  be  advisable  for  this  Department  to  lay  other  plans  before  Congress. 

I  cannot  advise  the  expenditure  of  $23,000  to  $28,000  in  building  quarters  for  laun- 
dresses at  Fort  Monroe ;  erection  of  so  costly  a  building  and  a  permanent  one  is  pro- 
hibited by  law,  sec.  1136  Revised  Statutes. 

The  Secretary  haa  authorized  the  construction  of  one  block  of  buildings  in  pis^  to  ac- 
commodate four  officers.    The  plans  have  been  modified  accordingly. 

I  inclose  plans  for  accommodations  for  the  same  number  of  companies  on  the  pub- 
lished plan,  which  occupies  about  the  same  space  on  the  parade  as  the  plan  from  head- 
quarters Division  of  the  Atlantic.  This  would  be  less  costly  and  much  more  healthy 
and  comfortable,  but  still  its  cost  is  beyond  the  means  at  present  available. 

So  much  is  wanted  at  Fort  Monroe  that  I  deubt  whether  full  relief  can  be  given  until 
on  a  well-devised  plan,  Congress  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  a  special  appropriation 
and  if  the  Engineer  Department  is  considering  the  subject  of  providing  permanent 
quarters  for  its  garrison,  this  Department  should  not  interfere,  or  both  will  fail. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  estimate  for  quarters  and  barracks  in  the  Division  of  tbe 
Atlantic,  according  to  plans  prepared  at  division  headquarters  under  instructions 
to  that  efiect  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  Augusts,  1874,  is  $1,496,562. 

The  plans  are  in  many  cases  such  as  I  could  not  advise  the  Secretary  to  lay  before 
Congress,  and  the  total  is  so  great  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  success  at  the  late  ses-  . 
sion. 

I  attempted  to  simplify  and  economize  in  the  cost  of  the  officers'  quarters,  but  as  the 
Secretary  decided  that  these  less  costly  plans  were  still  too  costly,  I  have  prepared, 
and  this  day  submitted,  (in  the  Fort  Whipple  case,)  plans  for  quarters  for  officers  of  a 
company,  in  exact  accordance  with  his  views,  as  recently  communicated. 

The  drawings  for  the  buildings  already  authorized  at  Fort  Monroe  will  be  ready  in 
a  few  days. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General f  Bvi,  Major-Generate  U.  S,  A. 

RecM  back  Adjutant-General's  Office,  April  10, 1875,  with  two  add'l  inclosares  (plans) 
to  foregoing  endorsemeift. 
Note. — See  copies  of  plans  attached. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  12,  1875. 


Respectfully  submitted  to  tbe  Secretary  of  War. 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-Genei^al . 


Digitized  by 


Goog[e 


NEW    BARRACKS   AT   PORT   MONROE,    VIRGINIA.  ly 

Inspector-  G eneral  report, — Memorandum, 

Wau  Departmkn'T,  Ixspector-GexeraiAs  Office, 

Washington f  April  20,  1875. 

As  Fort  Monroe  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  in  our  system  of  sea-coast  de- 
fenses, which  will  doabtlesB  coutinae  to  be  occupied  for  many  years,  besides  possessing^ 
interest  as  the  location  of  the  artillery -school,  it  will  probably,  in  the  future  as  it  has 
been  in  the  past,  frequently  be  visited  by  foreign  dignitaries,  in  view  of  which  it  seems 
no  more  than  reasonable  that  its  garrison  should  be  quartered  in  permanent,  sightly 
barracks,  bailt  open  correct  sanitary  principles. 

I  would  therefore  very  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Engineer  Department  be 
directed  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  War  suitable  plans  for  such  build- 
ings, to  be  presented  to  the  next  Congress  for  a  special  appropriation. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 
Inapector-Generah 

fIiidor»iement.] 

War  Department,  April  24,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  views  of  General  Marcy  are  concurred  in,  and  recommendation  will  be  made  to 
Congress  at  its  next  session  for  building  the  necessary  buildings,  an  estimate  of  which 
»boQ]d  he  sent  before  August  31  next,  so  that  it  may  be  included  in  the  annual  esti- 
mates. 
By  order  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Cnirf  Cleric. 
Adjutant-General  report.— Indorsements  continued, 

[Tenth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjut-ixt-General's  Ofkice, 

Washington,  Ajml  29,  lo75. 
Re^fpectfully  referred  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  cause  the  necessary  plans  and  esti- 
mates to  be  prepared  and  submitted  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  indorsed  on  accompanying  memorandum  from  the  luspector-General. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General, 
[Eleventh  indorsement.] 

Office  of  the  Cjiikf  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  May  4,  1675. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  board  of  engineers  for  fortifications  for  report. 
If  tiie  plans  and  estimates  of  the  board  of  April  3,  1872,  do  not,  in  its  judgment, 
n^ed  revision,  the  board  can  submit  them  in  answer  to  this  communication. 
Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Humphreys : 

THOMAS  LINCOLN  CASEY, 
Lieutenant' Colonel  of  Engineers, 

[Twelfth  indorsement.) 

Office  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications, 

Keio  y^ork,  July  23,  1875. 
Itespt*ct fully  leturned  to  the  Chief  of  Eugiueers,  with  report  of  this  date. 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Col,  of  Engineers  and  Bvt,  Maj.-Gen.^ 
President  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications, 

•  [Thirteenth  indorsement.) 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  August  21,  1675. 
Bespectfolly  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  with  report  of  the  board  of  engineers 
for  fortidcatioDS,  inclosing  project  of  permanent  barracks  designed  by  it  in  1872,  with 
estimate  of  coat,  and  which  is  again  furnished  by  the  board  as  a  design  for  the  quarters 
needed  at  that  post,  which  designs  and  report  meet  with  my  approval. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Received  back  Adjutant-GeneraVs  OMce  August  21,  1675,  with  six  inclosnrcs  to  thir- 
t^'trDth  iDdoraement,  two  being  plans. 

•See  detached  oopies  of  plans  accompanying. 
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[Inclosnrea  to  thirteenth  indorsement.] 

Office  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortification's. 

Army  Building^  Xeio  Yorkf  July  23,  1S75. 

General:  In  pnrsnance  of  yoar  instracttoos  of  the  4th  of  May,  indorsed  upon  the 
commanieation  of  Col.  Wm.  F.  Barry  of  the  Ist  of  March  last  to  the  Adjataot-General 
Militarir  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  the  board  of  engineers  for  fortifications,  having 
carefully  reconsidered  the  subject  of  barracks  for  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  hare  the  honor  to 
8ubmit  the  following  report  thereon. 

Much  study  was  devoted  to  the  desipjn  for  barracks  at  that  place,  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  you  with  report  of  April  2,  1872,  and  in  its  arrangement  the  board  had  the 
benefit  of  the  advice  and  suggestions  of  Col.  W.  F.  Barry,  commanding  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe, who  approved  of  the  design  as  embodying  all  the  requisites  for  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  soldier.  The  plan  has  again  been  examined  and  the  board  recommend 
no  change  therein,  except  in  the  spacing  of  the  floor-girders,  which  should  be  spaced 
4  feet  4i  iuches  apart,  instead  of  8  feet  9  inches  as  shown  in  the  drawing. 

The  design  is  open  to  the  objection  of  being  costly,  the  estimate  betn^  $250,000 ;  but 
it  is  not  possible  to  make  a  single  building  with  any  pretension  to  architectural  effect, 
or  fire-proof,  and  affording  the  same  amount  of  accommodations,  which  shall  cost  much 
less  than  this  sum.  It  should  be  observed,  moreover,  that  the  dormitories  will  furnish 
accommodations  for  a  full  company  of  one  hundred  enlisted  men,  who  will  have  both 
the  cubical  and  floor  space  deemed  absolutely  essential  for  health  by  the  medical 
department.  Of  course,  with  the  present  reduced  numbers  in  a  company,  the  men  will 
have  about  double  that  amount  of  space. 

The  design  provides  for  a  thoroughly  permanent  structure,  fire-proof  throughout, 
except  in  its  Mansard  roof;  but  if  the  floors  are  made  of  wood,  instead  of  iron,  brick, 
and  concrete,  the  cost  of  the  structure  would  be  reduced  to  about  $210,000. 

A  modification  of  the  above  design  hasbeeu  made,  consisting  in  the  substitution  of  a 
parapet  wall  and  flat  roof  for  the  Mansard  roof  of  that  project.  In  all  other  respects 
the  two  designs  are  identical.  The  estimate  is  only  about  $12,000  less  than  for  the 
former,  while  it  loses  the  accommodations  (dormitories  for  three  companies)  which  the 
Mansard  story  affords.  As  the  plans  for  the  two  projects  are  the  same,  an  elevation 
only  of  the  modified  one  is  presented.  It  has  the  advantage  over  the  former  in  not 
rising  so  high  above  the  parapets  of  the  fort,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  does  not  pre- 
sent the  architectural  effect  which  the  Mansard  roof  affords. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  in  getting  np  the  design  of  April  2, 1872,  the  board  was  influ- 
enced by  a  feeling  which  seemed  to  prevail  that  the  structure  should  be  imposing  in 
its  architectural  character,  a  feeling  similar  to  that  recently  expressed  by  Inspector- 
General  Marcy  in  his  memorandum  accompanying  the  papers  referred  to  us  and 
approved  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Still,  the  prescription  therein, '' permanent  sightly  barracks  built  upon  correct  sani- 
tary principles,^'  allows  a  wide  range  of  interpretation.  If  an  imposing  building,  re- 
gardless of  cost,  be  meant,  and  if  by  **  iteTmsiuent"  fire-proof  he  meant,  thia  board  can 
offer  nothing  which  so  fully  meets  these  conditions  as  the  plan  submitted  in  1^72, 
though  even  that  plan  derives  most  of  its  architectural  effect  from  the  addition  of  its 
Mansard-roof  tio<  fire-proof,  (which,  however,  may  be  burnt  off  without  endangering  the 
rest  of  the  structure.) 

The  modification  which  we  now  submit  as  an  altn-native  to  the  original  (the  character- 
istics of  which  have  already  been  given)  dispenses  with  the  Mansard  and  is  tire-proof 
throughout ;  but,  as  will  have  been  observed,  the  cost  is  but  slightly  reduced,  while 
the  sightliness  is  greatly  impaired. 

Since  the  board  submitted  its  first  plan  in  1S72,  a  type  or  model  for  barracks  for 
troops  has  been  officiiJly  adopted,  and  though  not  especially  designed  to  be  "  sightly,*' 
in  an  architectural  sense,  nor  "  permanent,''  if,  by  that  ternif  fire-proof  be  meant,  or 
even  to  possess  that  degree  of  permanence  which  the  word  implies  when  used  in  con- 
nection with  our  "  permanent  fortifications ; "  still,  it  is  especially  designed  with  a  view 
to  "  correct  sanitary  principles,"  as  they  are  now  taught  us,  and  the  board  rather  in- 
clines to  the  notion  that  such  structures  will  be  far  more  comfortable  for  the  men, 
while  they  may  be  made  sufficiently  permanent  and  sightly. 

A  building  such  as  the  original  plan  of  the  board  provides  for,  while  it  would  be 
very  proper  if,  like  many  great  barracks  in  Europe,  it  were  located  In  or  near  a  great 
city,  may  appear  to  be  in  high  contrast  to  what  must  be  its  surroundings  at  Fort  Mon- 
roe ;  moreover,  it  towers  47  feet  above  the  crest  of  the  parapets  of  that  great  work. 
The  modified  design  now  sent  takes  off  much  of  the  height.  Still,  it  is  very  costly ;  puts 
half  the  men  in  a  third  story  and  does  not  afford  dormitories  so  comfortable  as  those 
of  the  model  plan.  Non-fire-proof  quarters  are  inadmissible  in  works  so  contracted  as 
are  nearly  all  our  sea-coast  forts.  But  Fort  Monroe  has  such  immense  interior-area 
that  this  rule  does  not  apply ;  if  it  didf  all  the  existing  officers'  quarters,  offices,  and 
other  interior  buildings  would  have  to  be  rebuilt  at  an  immense  cost. 

In  the  light,  therefore,  of  a  question  addressed  to  this  board,  as  acting  in  its  special 
8i>here  to  provide  permanent  quarters  for  Fort  Monroe,  the  conditipn^oLmere  penna- 
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nence  does  not  seem  to  compel  os  to  incur  the  immense  cost  of  making  tliera  fire-proof; 
the  more  especially  as,  for  onr  purpose,  several  distinct  builLlin<rs  are  quite  as  admis- 
f>ihie  as  a  single  grand  one,  for  which  dimenaions  alone  enhance  the  nt'ces»ity  of  tire- 
proofinff. 

We  therefore  snbmit  the  plans  herewith  with  the  remarks  that  we  are  under  the 
impression  that  if  something  on  a  less  expensive  scale,  and  not  fire-proof,  be  considered 
aamissible,  buildings  according  to  the  design  presented  by  the  board  on  the  revision 
of  the  Army  RegnTations,  and  which  will  afford  excellent  accommodation  when  the 
companies  do  not  exceed  sixty  men,  may  be  put  up  at  an  estimated  cost  of  about 
>10*,000  each,  or  say  not  exceeding  §100,000  for  the  six  buildings.  This  design  provides 
a  separate  two-story  building  for  each  company,  and  is  supposed,  in  the  estimate  above 
^ven,  to  have  exterior  and  partition  walls  of  brick,  with  wooden  tloors  and  roof;  the 
latter  being  covered  with  slates. 

The  papers  and  drawings  referred  to  the  board  in  connection  with  this  subject  are 
herewith  returned.     The  board's  plan  of  1872  was  forwarded  to  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment, with  report  of  board  of  April  2,  l!:'T2. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Colonil  of  Entfineira  and  Hvt.  Alaj.  Gen*l. 
H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
LicHienanUColond  of  Enginetrs,  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen^l. 
I  concur  with  the  board  generally,  but  cannot  recommend  the  plan  of  barracks  with 
aMaasaid  roof.    Omitting  this  roof,  which  rises  47  feet  above  the  parapet  of  the  fort, 
ibe  building  will  Lave  three  stories,  quite  height  enough,  and  will  give  ample  accom- 
iccdations  for  five  companies  and  the  band. 

Z.  B.  TOWER, 
Coloml  of  Etiglmcra,  Drt.  Maj.  GoCl. 
Bri;,'.  Gen.  A.  A,  Humphreys, 

Otirf  of  EngUuerSf  U.  S.  J.,  WasJiingtorif  D.  C. 


Office  of  Board  of  Exgixeeks  for  Fortifications, 

Army  Bcildixg,  corner  Houston  and  Greene  Streets, 

Xeic  York  City,  Jjml  3,  1872. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  report  of  the  board  upon  soldiers' 
barracks  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  with  accompanying  drawing. 
The  papers  referred  to  the  board  in  connection  with  this  subject  are  herewith  re- 

tOTDetl. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
CoL  of  Eng,  and  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen'U  Pren't  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  J  V.  S.  J.,  Washington  ^  D.  C. 

Office  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortific.4TIOns, 

Army  Building,  Xew  York,  April  2,  1872. 

General  :  The  board  of  engineers  for  fortifications  have  the  honor  4o  submit, 
bf^rewitb,  a  project  for  soldiers'  barracks  proposed  to  be  erected  on  the  parade  in  rear 
of  the  curtain  of  front  6  of  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  The  artillery-school  for  pratice,  now  at 
this  fort,  requires  an  accommodation  for  five  companies,  each  of  sixty  enlisted  men, 
and  a  band,  aay ,  of  twenty,  for  which  we  have  amply  provided  in  the  three  lower  sto- 
ries of  the  designed  building.  The  fourth  or  Mansard  story  supplies  half  as  much 
mope  dormitory  room  for  an  increased  war-garrison. 

The  maximum  total  of  bunks  for  which  there  is  sufficient  room  is  834,  or  for  the  en- 
listed men  of  an  entire  artillery  regiment  and  one  additional  battery,  as  now  established 
by  law. 

This  barrack,  of  four  stories  including  attic,  is  471  feet  long  and  44  feet  broad,  ex- 
cept the  towers,  which  project  beyond  the  front  and  rear,  thereby  giving  additional 
coareoienoes  and  producing  good  architectural  effects.  In  rear,  or  on  the  shady  side 
of  the  building,  are  broad  verandas  to  each  of  the  three  lower  floors,  fn>m  which  all  the 
entrances  are  made  to  the  dormitories,  mess-rooms,  company  offices,  &c.,  and  for  com- 
maoieation  to  these  are  four  iron  stairways  in  the  rear  ends  of  the  towers. 

The  maaonry  of  the  structure  is  designed  to  be  of  b<5ton  agglom^rd,  or  the  walls, 
<aaade  bollow.)  floor-arches,  and  stacks  may  be  of  brick,  which,  though  increasing  the 
<^t»  we  iroirld  prefer,  in  view  of  onr  limited  knowledge  of  the  power  of  bdton  ag- 
giom^ri  to  wltlntand  our  changeable  climate. 

Anirmnof  was  first  contemplated  to  make  the  barracks  entirely  fire-proof ;  but 
^ter  eomolttttloQ  with  experienced  builders,  such  roofs  were  found  to'be  expensive,  alflp 
^^js  leikliie,  and  requiring  constant  and  troublesome  repairs.     For  these  reasons  w# 
^Av«  adi^M  ni^XM  and  sheathing,  with  slate  for  the  steep  and  tin  for  the  gentle  roof 
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slopes.  There  being  no  combustible  buildinpfs  noar,  and  this  being  des'gned  to  be 
warmed  by  furnaces,  the  danger  of  fire  is  trifling,  particularly  as  the  three  lower  or 
habitually  occupied  stories  are  constructed  of  iron  and  masonry  except  the  doors, 
windows,  and  floors,  (laid  directly  upon  the  concrete,)  which  are  wood. 

In  the  first  stor3''  are  six  mess-halls,  six  kitchens,  six  bath-rooms,  six  company  offices 
with  adjoining  apartment  for  orderly  sergeants,  two  spare  rooms  in  end  towers,  a 
sally-port  through  the  central  tower,  two  rooms  for  furnaces  and  heating-apparatus, 
two  commissary  stores,  and  the  private  st-airway  for  officers  and  their  families  visiting 
the  lecture  and  concert  room,  occupying  the  whole  attic  story  of  the  central  tower. 

As  the  furnace  and  commissary  rooms  a<1joiu  the  sally-port,  th^y  are  accessible  to 
carts  conveying  coal  and  provisions. 

The  second,  third,  and  attic  stories  are  each  provided  with  six  dormitories  with  ad- 
joining lavatories,  each  having  sixteen  wash-basins,  twelve  sergeants^  rooms,  two 
spare  rooms  in  end  towers,  and  six  of  various  dimensions  in  the  middle  tower,  de- 
signed for  clothing  rooms,  armories,  shoemakers^  and  tailor  shops,  and  for  such  other 
purposes  as  are  always  needed.  Each  dormitory,  intended  for  half  a  company,  haj 
provision  for  a  maximum  of  44  single  bunks  or  a  minimum  of  24,  if  the  two  middle 
rows  be  left  out,  thus  providing  670  to  1,225  cubic  feet  of  air-space  per  man  . 

The  sleeping  accommodations,  then,  for  each  of  the  companies  at  the  schojl,  will 
be: 

Dormitories,  second  and  third  floors 8"^  maximum  or  48  minimam. 

tSergeanttt' rooms,  second  and  third  floors 4  maximum  or   4  minimam. 

Orderly  sergeant  in  first  story 1  maximum  or    1  minimum. 

Married  men  lodged  out 4  maximum  or    4  minimum. 

U7  57 

This  shows  liberal  accommodation  for  a  company  in  peace,  (nominally  60  but 
rarely  57,)  and  suflicieut  for  a  company  in   war,  (nominally  100  but  rarely  97.) 
Therefore  for  the  artillery-school  of  five  companies  and  a  band,  there  is  ample  pru- . 
vision  in  the  three  lower  stories,  leaving  the  attic  unoccupied  except  for  a  war-gar- 
rison. 

Iron  tanks,  three  feet  deep,  are  placed  over  all  the  sergeants'  rooms  of  the  third 
story,  to  receive  the  rain-water  from  the  roof-surfaces,  and  pipes  convey  it  thence  to 
the  wash-basins  below.  As  it  is  not  probable  the  rain-supply  will  exceed  that  required 
for  drinking,  cooking,  and  the  lavatories,  the  water  required  for  baths  and  the  heat- 
ing-apparatus must  be  furnished  by  wells. 

The  mode  of  warming  the  barrack,  whether  by  stoam-ooils  in  each  apartment  or  by 
hot  air  from  a  coil-room  adjoining  the  furnace,  will  require  a  special  study,  should  an 
appropriation  be  made  for  erecting  the  building. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  drawing,  furnace,  kitchen,  and  ventilating 
flues  to  the  top  of  the  barrack  are  prpvided. 

No  water-closets  are  within  the  building,  as  we  deem  it  far  better,  to  avoid  all  dis- 
agreeable odors  from  their  careless  ase,  to  place  them  outside,  in  some  secluded  place, 
wliere  they  may  be  constructed  at  small  cost. 

This  structure,  simple  but  effective  in  its  architecture,  provides  both  comfort  and 
convenience  for  enlisted  men,  and  at  a  reasonable  cost— all  that  is^wanted  in  peace 
for  the  artillery-school  for  practice,  and,  in  war,  for  a  much-increased  garrison. 

Herewith  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  construction,  based  upon  prices  furnished  by 
General  Brewerton  while  the  oonstructing-officer  at  Fort  Monroe.  This  estimate,  which 
is  liberal,  gives  total  cost  $200,000. 

If  the  walls,  floor,  arches,  and  stacks  be  built  of  brick,  the  additional  cost  will  be 
850,000,  which  is  based  upon  the  outer  walls  being  two  bricks,  with  a  hollow  space,  in 
thickness. 

In  concluding  our  report,  we  would  remark  that,  while  as  a  general  principle  we  do 
not  approve  of  constructing  such  buildings  within  permanent  works,  we  make  this  aa 
exception,  in  consideration  of  the  magnitude  of  Fort  Monroe,  the  want  of  suitable 
space  outside  where  it  will  not  mask  its  fires,  and  as  being  more  convenient  for  the 
artillery -school  fiir  practice. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Bvt  Mai,  QenL 

GEO.  W.  CULLUM, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Bot,  MaJ,  Genl 

I  would  prefer  the  building  limited  to  the  three  fire -proof  stories. 

Z.  B.  TOWER, 
Liiut,  Coh  of  Engineers  and  BvL  Maj,  GenL,  U.  S,  A, 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Lieut  Col,  of  Engineers  and  Bvt,  Maj,  Genl 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humph reYkS, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A.,  JVashington,  D.  C.       Digitized  by  ^OOgl€ 
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Estimate  of  cost  of  proposed  soldiers^  harracks  at  Fort  Monroe^  Va. 


Deseription  of  workmaiiBhip  and  materials. 


Quantities. 


Rate. 


Amoant. 


FoandatioDS,  floors  of  basement,  pavement  nnder 

verandas  and  through  posterns,  b^ton  coignet, 

cubic  vards 

Walls,  chimneys,  arches,  second,  third,  and  fourth 

floors,  b^ton  coignet,  cubic  yards 

Granite  corbels  for  supporting  iron  beams  of  sec* 

oDd,  third,  and  fourth  floors,  put  in  place.  .No.. 
WroQ(;ht-in>n  beams  for  girders,  and  floor-beams 

for  aapporting  arches,  put  in  place pounds.. 

Refined  iron,  lixH,  for  ties  of  beams,  including 

workmanship  and  putting  up pounds.. 

Refined  iron,  2"xV'i  for  straps  over  girders,  in- 

clading  workmanship  and  putting  up . .  pounds . . 

Cast-iron  columns  supporting  girders No. . 

Roof:  top  tinned  and  the  sides  slated.,  suprl.  ft.. 

Cornice  and  border  for  towers running  feet. . 

Vppcr  cornice — main  roof "         " 

Ut^  lower  cornice "         " 

bown-spouts "  ** 

Wroagbt-iron  verandas,  first,  second,  and  third 

doora,  with  railing  for  second  and  third  floors, 

runninefeet.. 
Iron  stairs  ff  r  rear  towers,  including  hanu-rails, 

complete running  feet.. 

Iron  stairs  for  front  to  lectare-room  on  fourth  floor, 

including  rails,  complete running  feet . . 

Freight  on  verandas  and  stairs  from  Philadelphia 

to  Old  Point,  and  fitting  up 

Yellow-pine  flooring  for  second,  third,  and  fourth 

floors,  including  workmanship superl.  ft.. 

Yellow-pine  flooring  for  verandas,  second  and  third 

floors,  including  workmanship superl.  ft . . 

Window-frames,  complete No. . 


Window.frames,  complete,  3'x6'  9". 
Window-frames,  complete,  4'x6'  9". 

I>oor-fraroeB,  complete,  4'x7'  3" 

iHwr-frames,  complete,  3'x7'  3" 

Wiodow-frames,  complete 


12 water-tanks,  15x11x3,  of  V'  sheet-iron  ..lbs. 

'i"^^.  basins  for  wash-roouis No.  of  rooms . 

Nnksfor  kitchen No. 

'"^^^PP^J)  overflow,  and   waste-pipes   for    tanks, 

basiDs,  bath-tubs,  and  sinks running  ft. 

Ranges  for  kitchens No. 

Bath-tubs No. 

^team-heating  apparatiiH , 

^caifolding,  arch-centering,  paiuiing,  &c  ... 


(  ):.tiiigcnci*r8,  at  10  per  cent. 


Total  for  b45ton  structure 

Aililitional  expense  if  brick- work  (estimated  at 
*17  percabic  yard)  be  used  in  outer  walls,  (two 
bricks  and  air-space  thick,)  partitions,  chim- 
neys, and  ventilators,  and  floor-arches,  with  10 
|K:r  ceot  for  contingencies 1 . . 


Total  for  brick  structure . 
H.  Bx.  30 2 


7,122 
442 

406,885 

4,620 

2,974 

60 

32,041 

696 

928 

1,191 

630 

381 
408 

84 


58,051 

10,692 

36 

8 

72 

216 

6 

5 

102 

18 

4 

14 

92 

19,395 

18 

6 

2,109 

6 

24 


(6  00 

800 

5  00 

07i 

05 

05 

30  00 

30 

65 

1  00 

2  50 
75 

42  18 
25  30 
17  60 


'      10 

8 
20  00 
15  00 

14  00 
10  00 
12  00 

15  00 
14  00 
75  00 
20  00 
10  00 
30  00 

16 

50  00 

5  00 

50 

150  00 

20  00 


'  trigifiii 


15,532  00 

56,976  00 

2,210  00 

30,516  37 

231  00 

148  70 
1,500  00 
9,612  30 

387  40 

928  00 
2,977  50 

472  50 

16,070  58 

10,322  50 

1,478  40 

7,875  00 

5,805  10 

855  36 

720  00 

120  00 

1,008  00 

2, 160  00 

72  00 

75  00 

1,428  00 

1,350  00 

80  00 

140  00 

2,7H0  oa 

3, 103  2a 

900  00 

30  00 

1,053  00 

900  00- 

480  00 

5,000  00 

6,540  38 


181,818  19- 
18,181  81 


200,000  00- 


fiO.OOO  00 


A  k25' 
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[Fourteenth  indorsemcntj 

War  Dkpartment,  Adjl'taxt-General's  Office, 

Waahington,  Auguet  2:),  l^C. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  report  and  i^lans  from  the  Eugi- 
neer  Department. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

J(fjut4int'Gi'neral. 

[Fifteenth  indorsement.) 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Marcy,  Inspector-General,  for  his  consideration.    Ii 
is  supposed  that  an  appropriation  will  be  required  to  be  asked  from  Congress,  at  it^ 
next  session,  for  the  purpose  indicated. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  T.  CROSLEY, 

Chief  Clerk, 

[Sixteenth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Isspector-Gexeral^s  Office, 

September  18,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  concnrring  in  the  sujjgestions  of  the 
board  of  engineers,  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  their  report  of  July  23, 1875,  namely, 
that  buildings  according  to  the  design  presented  by  the  board  on  the  revision  of  the 
Army  Regulations,  will  afford  excellent  accommodations  for  companies  not  exceeding 
sixty  men  each,  and  will  be  much  less  costly,  and,  in  my  judgment,  far  more  convenient 
and  suitable  for  troops  than  the  large  four-story  buildings  before  recommended  by  the 
board  of  engineers,  which  would  tower  47  feet  above  the  crest  of  the  parapets  of  the 
work. 

Hence  I  very  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  be  asked  for 
from  Congress  for  the  six  buildings  required,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  amply  suffi- 
cient to  carry  out  the  object. 

R.  B.  MARCY, 
Inspector-  G  enoxil. 
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HOSPITAL  FOR   FORT  LEAVENWORTH  MILITARY  PRISON. 


LETTER 


VROH 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


TRANSMITTING 


ill  estimate /or  a  hoifpital  for  Fort  Leavenworth  Military  Prison  and  ash- 
ing an  appropriation. 


JixcARY  5y  1876. — Referred  to  [the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Department,  December  20, 1875. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  copy  of  letter  from  the  assistant  sargeon  of  the  United 
States  Military  Prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and  accompany- 
ing  estimate  for  a  hospital  for  said  prison,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Surgeon-General,  to  request  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  $12,000  be  made  for  the  construction  of  said  hospital ;  the  funds 
available  for  prison-construction  not  being  sufficient  to  spare  the  amount 

W.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


United  States  Military  Prison, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.,  Augvst  25, 1875. 

Sib  :  Forwarding  herewith  estimates  therefor,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  a  "regulation  post  hospital^'  (24  beds)  be  built  at  this 
prLgon.  The  pos^hospital  at  Fort  Leavenworth  has,  up  to  this  time, 
accommodated  all  of  our  sick ;  but  the  present  condition  of  the  hos- 
pital, and  the  increase  of  the  garrison  of  the  post,  render  it  necessary 
for  the  post-sargeon  to  curtail  the  amount  of  room  formerly  occupied 
bv  our  patients. 

Again,  the  number  of  inmates  of  this  place  being  constantly  on  the 
increase,  more  instead  of  less  room  is  called  for,  and  can  be  supplied 
only  by  the  erection  of  an  addition  to  the  post-hospital,  or  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  hospital  within  the  prison-grounds. 

The  transfer  of  sick  men  from  this  place  to  the  post-hospital  is  at- 
tended witb  much  inconvenience,  and  is  sometimes  accompanied  by  bad 
eftectSy  while  by  the  erection  of  a  prison-hospital  considerable  delay 
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would  bo  avoided,  and  the  necessary  attention  woald  be  found  always 
on  hand. 

The  number  of  men  at  present  connected  with  the  prison  is  nearly 
300,  and  is  soon  expected  to  reach  500;  over  100  only  awaiting  the 
completion  of  repairs  necessary  for  their  reception,  while  small  parties 
are  being  received  almost  daily.* 

Thus  the  existence  in  close  proximity  of  such  accommodations,  stores, 
and  appliances  as  may  be  called  for  through  accident,  or  otherwise, 
becomes  of  great  importance,  and  should  be  provided  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

A  temporary  ward,  similar  in  many  respects  to  the  accident  or  cas- 
ualty wards  of  New  York  and  other  large  cities,  has  just  been  arranged, 
but  can  be  used  only  for  convalescents ;  the  seriously  sick  depending, 
as  heretofore,  upon  the  pos^hospital  for  permanent  cure  and  proper 
rest  and  treatment. 

The  location  of  the  hospital  cannot  at  present  be  determined  upon, 
inasmuch  as  more  than  one-half  of  the  grounds  belonging  to  the  prison 
are  at  present  occupied  by  the  depot-quartermaster  for  quarters  and 
stables. 

By  the  time,  however,  that  the  appropriation  becomes  available,  it  is 
expected  that  this  will  no  longer  be  the  case,  and  that  the  erection  of 
the  building  can  be  at  once  begun. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  TESSON, 
Assistant  ISurgeon^  U.  8,  A. 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A., 

WashingUmy  D.  C, 
(Through  commanding  officer  United  States  Military  Prison.) 

Headquarters  United  States  Military  Prison, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.,  August  25,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

J.  M.  ROBERTSON, 
Major  Third  U.  8.  Artillery^  Bit.  Brig.  Gen.,  V.  8.  A.,  Contg. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  August  28, 1875. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  for  re- 
mark 

.  E.  D.  TOWKSEND, 

Adjutant-  Oeneral 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington^  August  31, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  A<ljutant-General.    There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  prison  should  have  its  own  hospital,  and  that  the  sick  prisoners 
should  not  be  treated  in  the  post-hospital  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

It  is  not  considered,  however,  that  the  cost  of  a  prison-hospital  is 
properly  chargeable  to  the  appropriation  for  Army  hospitals,  which  is 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  regular  posts.  It  is  therefore 
respectfully  recommended  that  a  special  appropriation  of  $12,000  be 
requested  for  the  construction  of  this  hospital,  provided  that  the  funds 
now  available  for  prison-construction  are  not  sufficient  to  spare  this 
amount. 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
8vrg€on'Oeneralj  U.  S.  A. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  September  4, 1875. 
BespectfoUy  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  full  concurrence 
In  the  views  of  the  Surgeon-General. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  OeneraL 
Official  : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  OeneraL 


Ettim€U  of  fmnd$  required  for  the  service  of  ihf  Quartermastei^a  Department  at  Military 
Friton^  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans,,  by  L,  S,  Teaeon,  aaeistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army, 
iMtkemamikof  ,187    . 

EftiDAte  for  hospital  (24  beds)  for  UDited  States  Military  Prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kank,  based  on  approved  pUns  and  specifications  of  post-hospitals,  Circular  No.  3, 
Surgeon-General's  Office,  Washington,  November  23, 1870 : 

Stone  will  and  excavation $300  00 

«^000  feet  assorted  fraxning-lnmber,  at  $23  per  M 1,380  00 

i>X»  feet  hard-pine  flooring,  at  $65  per  M 585  00 

SJOO feet  veranda-flooring,  at  $65  per  M 390  00 

V*M  feet  common  inch,  dressea,  for  linings,  at  $25  per  M 400  00 

SMDD  shingles,  at  $4.50  per  M 403  75 

ji»wiikdows,10xl8,frames,  sash,  glass,  and  blinds,  at  $10  each -  500  00 

^doon,2x  10x7  feet,  with  transom-sash,  at  $5  each 125  00 

ROW  feet  siding,  at  $26perM 364  00 

4U.U10  common  bricks,  at  $10  per  M 400  00 

10.000  red  bricks,  at  $11  per  M 110  00 

230  feet  flue-linings,  at  40  cents 88  00 

l!«Ojirds  plastering,  at  35  cents 980  00 

Tin  valley  and  gutters 100  00 

XiiOO feet  second  clear  pine,  for  cornice,  at  $45perM 135  00 

^jm  feet  first  and  second,  clear,  for  finishing,  at  $60  per  M 540  00 

For  plumbing  work  and  material «...  400  00 

For  eistem  and  connection 250  00 

For  ventilation 200  00 

For  painting 200  00 

For  hardware 225  00 

For  carpenters'  work 1,650  00 

Total 9,725  75 

recapittjlation. 


Amonnt  of 
eatimate. 

Amonnt  re- 
quired. 

TotaL 

FvfcdMlngsewbospiUa 

•9,725  75 

* 
19,785  75 

• 
•9,785  75 

Tttel 

9.7S5  75 

9,785  75 

9,785  75 

;        fitatioD:  Military  Prison,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 
Due:  August  20, 1875. 


L.  S.  TES80N, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.^S,  A, 


Approved: 

J.  M.  ROBKRTSON, 

JUfor  Third  Artillery,  Brt.  Brig.  Oenh,  17.  S.  A.,  Commanding. 
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44th  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
1st  Session.        ]  \    No.  32. 


LOSSES  BY  FIRE  AT  FOET  HAMILTON,  N.  Y. 


LETTER 


THE     SECRETARY    OF   ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  j^tition  of  six  officers  of  the  Third  Artillery  for  indemnity  for  loss  by 
fire  at  Fort  Hamilton^  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1875. 


JiXCiRY  5,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militarf  Affaire  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wae  Department, 

December  20,  1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Eep- 
resentatives  a  petition  of  six  officers  of  the  Third  United  States  Artil- 
lery, asking  tbat  a  law  be  passed  authorizing  the  proper  accounting- 
officer  of  the  Treasury  to  credit  and  pay  accounts  for  losses  sustained 
by  the  petitioners  in  the  lire  which  occurred  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New 
York  Harbor,  ou  the  3d  day  of  March,  1875. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Fort. Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor, 

November  17,  1875. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  petition  of  myself  and 
other  officers  of  the  Third  United  States  Artillery,  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  asking  that  a  law  be  passed  authorizing  the  proper 
accounting-oflBcer  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  pay  accounts  for  losses 
Rustained  by  us  in  the  fire  which  occurred  at  this  post  last  March,  and 
apjiropriating  money  for  that  purpose. 

In  behalf  of  myself  and  the  officers  whose  names  are  appended  to  the 
accompanying  memorial,  I  would  most  respectfully  request  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  to  cause  it  to  be  presented  to  the  Congress  which  is  about 
to  assemble^  for  their  action. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  W.  HESS, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  United  IStates  Artillery. 
The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  War, 

(Through  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  United  States  Army.) 
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LOSSES    BY    FIRE   AT    FORT   HAMILTON,    NEW    YORK. 
[First  indorsement.] 


Respectfully  forwarded 


Headquarters  Fort  Hamilton, 
New  York  Harbor^  November  17,  1875. 


A.  PIPER, 

Captain  Third  United  States  Artillery^  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Wa^hingtoHj  November  20,  1875. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant-  General, 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States : 

Meraonal  of  First  Lieutenauts  Frank  W.  Hess,  J.  B.  Burbank,  A.  G. 
VerplaDck,  E.  C.  Knower,  C.  S.  Heiutzelman,  and  J.  M.  Califf,  Third 
Artillery. 

The  undersigned,  officers  of  the  United  States  Army,  wore,  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1875,  on  duty  at  Fort  Hamilton,  in  !New  York  Harbor,  and 
were,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  not  entitled  at  that  post  to 
commutation  of  quarters,  but  were  obliged  to  accept  such  quarters  in 
kind  as  the  Government  should  furnish. 

The  quarters  so  furnished  consisted  of  the  casemates  of  Fort  Hamilton, 
in  the  selection  of  which  the  undersigned  had  no  option  or  discretion. 
While  the  undersigned  were  in  the  occupation  of  such  casemates,  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1875,  at  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  a  fire  was  discovered  in 
one  of  the  casemates  so  occupied,  which,  notwithstanding  every  possible 
effort  was  made  to  extinguish  it,  destroyed  and  injured  a  considerable 
amount  of  furniture,  clothing,  books,  and  other  articles  of  personal  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  undersigned.  The  fire  resulted  not  at  all  from  any 
negligence  of  the  undersigned,  but  wholly  Jrom  the  faulty  construction 
of  the  casemate.  Immediately  above  the  stove-pipe  hole,  in  each  case- 
mate, was  a  second  opening  into  the  chimney,  which  was  near  the  crown 
of  the  casemate,  ancl  was  designed  to  ventilate  the  casemate.  These 
ventilators  were  covered  by  wooden  lattice-work,  which  terminated  in 
the  chimney,  and  were,  in  some  casemates,  protected  by  perforated  gal- 
vanized iron,  but  had  no  protection  at  all  in  the  burnt  casemates.  Burn- 
ing soot,  or  cinders,  set  fire  to  this  lattice-work,  which  spread  thence  to 
the  lath  and  other  wood- work  of  the  casemate. 

The  loss  of  the  undersigned  was  a  natural  consequence  of  the  negli- 
gent and  faulty  construction  of  the  casemate  by  the  Government,  and 
was  what  might  have  been  expected. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submit  that,  as  between  individual's  in 
analogous  cases,  the  legal  right  of  compensation  would  be  clear,  and 
that  by  law,  naval-officers,  when  quartered  on  shipboard,  are  compen- 
sated for  the  loss  of  their  effects,  even  when  the  loss  is  purely  accidental, 
and  not  the  consequence  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
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<»f  the  United  States ;  and  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  loss  should 
U*  liorae  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  nndersigned  tUereiore  respectfully  ask  that  a  law  be  passed  au- 
thorizing the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and 
pay  their  accounts  for  looses  sustained  iu  the  premises,  and  appropri- 
ating such  sum  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

FRANK  W.  HESS, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

J.  B.  BURBANK, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

A.  G.  VERPLANCK, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

EDWD.  C.  KNOWER, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

CHARLES  S.  HEINTZELMAN, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

J.  M.  CALIFF, 
First  Lieutenant  Third  United  States  Artillery. 
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«TH  C05GBESS, )    HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTAT1VE3.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
UtSettioH,       i  \    No.  33. 


FORT  CUMMINGS,  NEW  MEXICO. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


RECOMMEXDIXG 


Iff  transfer  of  the  Fort  Cummings^  Xeic  Mexico,  buildings  and  reserva- 
tion to  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Jisr-ARY  5,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committ'Ce  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


The  Secretary  of  War  has  tbe  boDor  to  report  to  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
stijtatives  that  the  Fort  Cummiugs  military  reservation,  New  Mexico, 
>  iio  longer  needed  for  military  purposes. 

The  post  has  not  been  garrisoned  for  a  long  time,  and  as  tbe  build> 
rD«;s  are  rapidly  falling  into  decay,  legislation  is  respectfull}'  recom- 
3ifDded  anthorizing  tbe  transfer  of  tbe  buildings  and  reservation  to  tbe 
fiistfMly  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  tlie  Interior,  for  disposition  ac- 
»'»rding  to  tbe  existing  laws  relative  to  tbe  sale  of  tbe  public  lands. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 

War  Department,  December  20, 1875. 
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44th  Co^fGBESS, )  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  i  Ex.  Doc. 
lutSesiion.       f  \     No.  34. 


JAMES  B.  SINCLAIR. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE     SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  request  of  tTames  B,  Sinclair^  First  Lieutenant  United  States  Army^  (re- 
tired  J  that  a  special  act  be  passed  placing  his  name  07i  the  retired-list  as 
captain. 


Ji.xrARY  5,  1S76. — Keferred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs  and  ordered  to  bo 

printed  ^ 


The  Secretary-  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Representati  Tes  a  letter  from  James  B.  Sinclair,  first  lieutenant 
United  States  Army,  (retired,)  asking  that  a  special  act  be  passed  to 
place  his  name  on  the  retired-list  as  a  ^^  captain  not  mounted.'' 

For  reasons  stated  therein,  the  application  of  Lieutenant  Sinclair  is 
respectfally  recommended  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP. 
Secretary  of  War* 
War  Department,  January  3, 187G. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  30, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  state  that  I  desire  to  apply  to  Congress  for 
a  special  act  to  place  my  name'  on  the  retired-list  as  a  '<  captain  not 
mounted,"  and  herewith*  submit  my  reasons  for  such  action. 

I  was  discharged  December  31,  1870,  as  captain  Twenty-third  In- 
fantry, beinp:  then  in  command  of  the  post  of  Fort  Boise,  Idaho  Territory, 
although  I  had  never  been  examined  by  or  ordered  before  a  board,  as 
provided  in  tbe  act  of  July  15, 1870.  I  was  appointed  second  lieutenant 
Sixteenth  Infantry  March  9, 1871,  and  was  retired  July  1, 1871,  as  a 
'*captain  not  mounted,"  for  wounds  received  in  1861  when  commanding 
a  company  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  This  rank  was  lost  to  me  by 
General  Orders  33,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  OflBce,  March 
23.  1875,  ivhereby  I  was  reduced  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  that 
being  the  rank  I  actually  held  when  wounded. 
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2  •  JAMES   B.    SINCLAIR. 

During  the  war,  after  being  commissioned  first  lieutenant  Four- 
teenth Infantry,  October  26, 1861, 1  was  several  times  severely  wounded, 
and  on  account  of  these  wounds,  after  being  promoted  to  captain  Four- 
teenth Infantry,  July  25, 1865, 1  was  frequently  urged  by  my  superior 
officers,  and  officers  of  the  Medical  Department,  to  go  before  the  retiring 
board.  I  refused,  however,  and  remained  on  duty  with  my  company 
until  discharged.  Had  I  taken  this  advice  I  should  have  been  retired 
with  the  rank  of  captain,  and  would  not  have  become  subject  to  the 
reduction  imposed  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1875.  Many  certificates  on  file 
in  the  War  Department  show  these  facts. 

It  is  on  these  grounds,  therefore,  tbat  I  propose  to  make  the  effort 
above  mentioned,  believing  that  I  should  be  restored  to  my  former  rank 
as  a  captain  retired ;  and,  therefore,  desire  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
approve  of  my  making  such  an  application,  or  that  you  will  not  deem  it 
your  duty  to  oppose  its  passage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  Secretary,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAS.  B.  SINCLAIR, 
First  Lieutenant  United  States  Army^  (retired  J 

Bit.  Colonel  U.  S.  A. 

Hon.  W3L  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington,  D,  C. 
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4tTH  C!oNOKESS, )    HOUSE  OF  EEPBESBNTATIVES.   fEx.  Doc. 
lit /Session.       i  \  .No.  35. 


CLERKS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  list  of  clerics  employed  in  the  War  Department  from  December  1,  1874, 
to  November  30, 1876,  inchmve. 


January  5, 1876.— Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wab  Depaetment,  December  20, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  United  States 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  compliance  with  laws  upon  the 
s^bjec^,  list  of  the  clerks  and  others  emploj^ed  in  the  respective  bureaus 
of  the  War  Department  from  December  1, 1874,  to  JSovembor  30, 1876, 
inclusive. 

The  persons  named  have  all  been  usefully  employed,  and  such  changes 
Lave  been  made  fk*om  time  to  time  as  were  required  to  promote  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Department. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP,  . 
'  Secretary  of  War. 
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2  Clerks  employed  in  the  war  department. 

Statement  showing  the  nameSy  compensation,  d;c.,  of  clerks^  messengerSj 
laborers,  and  icatchmen  employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
from  December  1,  1874,  to  November  30,  1875. 


s 

s 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

a 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
2:^ 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 


50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 


Name. 


H.T.  Crosby* 

E.  M.  Lawtou 

W.  T.  Baruard 

John  Tweed  ale 

Joha  B.  Tanner 

E.  A.  Mclntire 

Samuel  Hodgkins 

Patrick  Barry 

W.  H.Orcutt 

Robbins  Little 

L.  W.  Tolman 

W.  B.Lee 

C.  Bankes  Brookes  .. . 

A.  B.Foote 

C.  H.  Carrington 

Joseph  Wall 

J.  H.  Rath  bone 

R.  Durvee 

M.  P.  King 

P.  O'Hagan 

James  Stone 

Charles  Calvert 

Sydney  E.  Smith 

Ross  Cuningham 

H.C.  Biddle 

Louis  Koerth 

N.  H.  Stevens 

C.B.  Tanner 

F.  G.  Senseney 

Edmund  W.  P.  Smith 

A.  H.  Morxison 

H.  C.  Riitter 

Thomas  M.  Reed 

Charles  £.  Illsley  .... 
Charles  L.  Walker  . . 

F.  A.  Lneber , 

Francis  Hoard , 

John  B.  Randolph  . . 

William  S.  Dnpee 

William  C.  Taylor  . . 

James  H.  Stewart 

Thomas  Irwio,  jr 

George  C.  Thomas 

David  Cranmer 

W.A.Luce 

R.  J.  Squire 

John  Tennyson 

48  [  Walter  W.  Walker. . 

49  Edward  Stannard . . , 
Samuel  R.  Riggles  . . 

Arthur  Simmons 

Henry  D.  Burwell... 

M.  C.  Leonard 

JohnT.  Stanley 

Thomas  E.  Law  ton  . 
Addison  Ferguson . . . 
James  A.  Roche 


1 


$2, 500 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

1,800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1, 200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1.200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

840 

840 

840 

840 

840 

840 

840 

840 

840 

840 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 


Period  of  service. 


From— 


Dec. 

Apr. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Deoi 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Apr. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Apr, 

June 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Apr. 

Jnue 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 


1. 1874 

1. 1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1, 1874 
1, 1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1, 1874 
1,1875 
1. 1874 

1. 1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 

1. 1875 
1, 1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1, 1875 
1,1875 
1. 1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1, 1874 
1. 1874 
1, 1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 


To— 


t 


IS 

< 


May  24,1875 
July     1, 1875 


Dec 
I  Dec. 
I  July 
July 
Julv 
Jal> 
July 
July 
July 
July 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


1,1874 
1,1874 
1, 1875 
1,1875 
1, 1875 
1, 1875 
1, 1875 
1,1875 
1,1875 
1,1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
June  24, 1875 
July  15,1875 
July  23, 1875 
Oct.    13,1875 
*  SaperinteDdent. 


Dec. 


Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 
I  Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 
'  Nov. 
I  Nov. 
I  Nov. 
!  Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 


30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 187,5 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
.30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30. 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1885 
30, 1875 
30, 1^75 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 


$2,500  00 

1, 332  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 

1,800  00 

1, 800  00 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

1,800  00 

1,200  00 

1,600  00 

1,600  00 

1,600  00 

1,600  00 

1,066  00 

797  87 

1,400  00 

1,400  90 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

932  00 

697  38 

1,200  00 

i  1,200  00 

1.2»<0  (K) 

!  1,200  00 

I  1.200  00 

1,200  00 

1, 200  00 

1, 200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1.200  00 

621  98 

500  00 

840  00 

840  00 

:^0  00 

350  00 

3.50  00 

350  00 

350  00 

350  00 

350  00 

350  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

313  85 

272  61 

256  96 

96  52 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


CLERKS   EMPLOYED   IN   THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT*. 
Statement  showing  the  nameSj  compensation  of  clerJcs^  &c, — Continued. 


i              Name 

s 
2 

1 

It 

a 

Period  of  service. 

£  . 
IS 

< 

'Sga 

From — 

To— 

P4 

>    Patrick  Allen 

:&    Benben  Weiijs 

f^»    P.  Maloney 

^20 
720 

720 
720 
720 
720 
720 

250 
1,400 
720 
720 
720 
720 
720 
720 

1,600 
1,400 
1,200 
1.200 
1.200 

Dec.     1. 1874 
Dec.     1, 1874 
Dec.     1, 1874 
Dec.     1, 1874 
Dec.     1, 1874 
Dec     1, 1874 
July     1, 1875 

Apr.     1, 1875 
Dec.     1, 1874 
Dec,     1, 1874 
Deo.     1, 1874 
Dec.     1, 1874 
Deo.     1, 1874 
Dec.     1, 1874 
Deo.     1, 1874 

Dec.     1, 1874 
Dec     1, 1874 
Dec     1, 1874 
Dec     1. 1874 
Dec     1, 1874 

Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.   30,1875 

$720  00 
720  00 
720  00 

D.C. 
Pa. 

Ark. 

♦  1    Tbooiaa  Coddof 

fi    A.  H.  Rose 

Nov.  30, 1875  1      720  00 
Nov.   :iO,  1875  1      720  00 

D.C. 
N.J. 

LT    Tliomas  Gooley 

»'4    WimaiiiL,Pttrviu  ... 

WAR    DEPARTMENT 
BUILDING. 

•o    H.T.Croeby^ 

ff    M.RThorpt 

rT    William  H.  Brooks... 
(*    Charles  Day 

Nov.   30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 

Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.   30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.   30,1875 

Nov.  30,1875 

720  00 
300  00 

166  50 
1,400  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 

1. 600  00 

D.C. 
Iowa. 

Pa. 
Ohio. 
Md. 
D.C. 

<^   Stephen  Seoter 

:•    M.J.  Heoaton 

:i    W.H.  Thomas 

*^   C.A.Paytoa 

Vt. 
D.C. 
D.C. 
Va. 

REBEL  ARCHIVES. 

n   A.P.taaker 

N.H. 

T4    C.F.Davis 

Nov.   30, 1875     1, 400  00 
Nov.   30,1875    1,200  00 
Nov.   30,1875     1,200  00 
Nov.  30,1875;  1,200  00 

Mich. 

::.   R.E.  Moore 

Mich. 

>•    Krancis  Bat«s 

T,    Christopher  Mead 

Pa. 
Mass. 

"^ntement  shoicing  the  names^  compensation^  dkc.^  of  clerks^  messengers^ 
laborers^  and  tcatchmen  emjployed  in  the  Office  of  the  Adjutant- General 
from  December  1,  1874,  to  Xocember  30,  1875. 


Name. 


R.P.Thlan I  $2,000 

1,800 
1.800 
1,8U0 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 


J.  C.  Hesse 

iLBock 

A.Ii.Morria 

W.  S.  Ami8tT0Df( 
H.8.BriDkerhoff 
C.W.Sbelton... 

E.  A.  Woodward ■    1.800 

H.Donglas I     1,800 

J'lhnD.Sabino |     l,fcOO 

William  Anderson. ...;    1,600 

K.Sbields 1,600 

Charles  Brown 1, 600 

B.F.WUkiu8 '     1,600 

J.U.Haniion I    1,600 

J.J.Dermody I     1,600 

H.A.Kf>hr 1    1,600 

QeoTfeE.  Loweree...'     1,600 


Period  of  service. 


From — 


Dec. 
Dec 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Feb. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


*  Soperintendent. 


1,1874 
1,1874 
1.  In74 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,  lt'74 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1, 1874 
1,1874 
16, 1875 
1.1874 
1, 1^74 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1, 1874 
1,1874 


To— 


Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

Nov.  30, 

I  Nov.  30. 

,  Nov.  30, 

1  Nov.  30, 

I  Nov.  30, 


1875 
1875 
1875 
1875 
1875 
1875 


W5.   1. 


1875 

1875 

1875 

1875 

1875 

1875 

1875 

1875 

1875 

1875  I  1. 

W5  I  1, 


t  Engineer. 


000  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
800  00 
600  00 
203  00 
600  00 
600  00 
600  0. 
600  00 
600  00 
600  00 

Digitized  by 


U  Cm    . 

a  06*0 

,©  ^  ft) 

•^  S  a 


N.Y. 

Army. 

Army. 

Army. 

Pa. 

N.  Y. 

Mass. 

N.Y. 

Army. 

Mass. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

Army. 

Vt. 

Mass. 

Ohio. 

D.C. 

Md. 


Google 


4  CLERKS   EMPLOYED   IN   THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  shotcing  the  nameSy  compensation  ofclerkSy  &c. — Continued. 


a 

B 


19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
:J7 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 


Name. 


J.W.Kirkley 

K.  J.  Blakelock 

George  W.  Salter 

O.  W.  Longan 

J.  H.  Jochuni 

N.W.King 

H.EIlerbrook 

J.  W.  Palmer 

Denis  Maher 

F.H.Smith 

John  McCarthy 

F.B.Heitman 

John  Buiwius 

F.T.Wilson 

G.W.McKee 

J.R.  Gibson 

John  M.  Keogh 

John  Cameron 

W.C.Doores 

Thomas  Haslam 

C.C.Meade 

T.  H.  Evans 

J.  S.  Miller,  jr 

N.H.Robhins 

Edmnnd  Cotterill 

Chris.  Anderson 

F.B.Miller 

A.R.  Tichenor 

John  Bingham 

W.  J.  Clendenin 

J.S.Erly 

J.W.Brown 

Richanl  O'Dowd 

F.McGlathery 

J.  P.Townsend 

J.  W.Lee,  jr 

A.  Hartenstein 

J.W.Webb 

George  £.  Harwood  .. 

H.C.  Thomas 

G.  W.  Babcook 

Clifton  Lowe 

Francis  Dalton 

Florence  Donohne  . . . 

Charles  Smith 

W.  G.  Spottswood 

Thomas  Wilson 

Stephen  Bate^ 

Anffnst  Steffin 

W.B.  Douglass 

Hugh  Masterson 

W.P.Smith 

Thomas  Broderick  ... 

F.  £.  Nnssbaum 

W.P.Bacon 

William  Griflan 

W.W.Davis 

John  J.  Meding,  Jr  ... 

Hngh  Kandler 

£. H.  Pearson «... 


1 


c  * 

a 


$1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,260 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 

.  1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 


Period  of  service. 


From— 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
July 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dee. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec, 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


20, 


,1«'4 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1875 
,1875 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,1875 
L,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,  1674  I 


To— 


Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  .30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Ndv.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30  1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  20,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
Nov.  30.1875 
Nov.  30,1875 
30,1875 
30.1875 
30.1875 
30,1875 
30, 18^5 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30,1875 


Nov. 
Nov< 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


S. 


ii 

IS 


$1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1.600  00 
1,203  00 
1,052  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1. 400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1, 400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
505  91 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


CLEKKS   EMPLOYED   IN   THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT.  5 

Statement  shoteing  the  names j  compensation  of  clerks^  dkc. — Continued. 


Name. 


i<: 
'M 
[<i 

% 
'C 
\t* 

\*) 
I'l 

vn 

\'A 

1'.'. 

;•<) 
:iu 
:n 

:i3 

:i5 
iiti 

m: 

!!•! 
119 

lii 

li3 
\i\ 

:« 

IS7 

i» 

131 
1S2 
133 
KU 
135 
1% 
137 
13e 


J.RTjjrter 

A.aVow 

W.M.Scftoii 

John  Lepper 

JohoO'Neni 

WiUiam  MolhaU 

Cbarl<«  Camper 

J.Toomey 

George  B.  French 

Laorence  Moriaey .... 

Georjje  A- Young 

Michael  Kelly 

J.AStewart 

T.  Harry  Donehn 

E.  H.  Spang 

E.H.  Atkins 

Cbarlefl  E.  Connor 

C.E.  Williams 

C.E.  Persons 

Charles  Shelae 

T.  C.  Bourne 

Jacob  Gotthilf 

M.M.Mauger 

V.H.Curoing   

Morris  Cohen 

I.  B.  Ruff ,... 

William  Schreiber  . .. 

Cornelius  Daily 

Charles  Erwin 

J.  E.  Gorman 

G.F.Wetzerick 

Frank  Eichelberger . . 
M.M. Parker  ........ 

D.E.  Knapp 

J.  O.  Brown 

T.F.  Hammond 

R.J.  Walker 

J.L.Xorri8 

£.  Tarkeoton 

H.Nelson    

8.  Houghton 

W.  North 

C.  P.Miller,  jr 

H.C.Porter 

W.H.B.  Kittson 

8.  G.Merrill 

J.A.OoQld 

AM.  Evans 

J.F.Essex 

AC.Ronne 

B.F.  Evans 

Badolph  Ullmer 

J.  E.  Bristol...: 

Q.H.  Leonard 

W.W.Parker 

CH.  Rogers 

.CD©  Forest..: 

'F.O.  Calvert 

itOMS  Dodge 

^.E^Camana 


08  fy 

a  * 

a 


11,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200' 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,'200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 


Period  of  service. 


From — 


Deo. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Doc. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


.87- 

87- 

.87- 

87' 

,87- 

.87- 

87- 

.87- 

,87- 

87' 

87' 

87- 

87- 

87- 

87- 

87- 

87. 

.87- 

87 

.87- 

.87. 

.87- 

.87- 

87^ 

.H7' 

87. 

87. 

87- 

87. 

87. 

87- 

87- 

87 

87- 

87. 

87- 

87 

.87- 

87 

87 

87 

87- 

87. 

87. 

87. 

87. 

87. 

87 

87 

87- 

.87- 

87. 

87. 

884 

87. 

87. 

87- 

87- 

87- 

87- 


To— 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


,1875 
•,1875 
,1875 
.1875 
,1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
,1675 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,187i 
,  1875 
,  1875 
,  1875 
•,  1875 
,1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
1,1875 
.1875 
1,1875 
1, 1875 
,187^ 
',  1875 
',  1875 
',  1875 
',1875 
>,1875 
,1875 
.1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,1875 
30, 1875 


Is 


L,200  00 

N.Y. 

1,200  00 

Ohio. 

,200  00 

D.  C. 

L,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.  C. 

L,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

L,200  00 

Pa. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C.      • 

L,200  do 

D.C. 

1,200  00' 

D.C. 

.200  00 

Pa. 

L,200  00 

Mass. 

1,200  00 

Pa. 

,200  00 

Conn. 

1,200  00 

N.J. 

1,200  00 

Va. 

1,200  00 

Vt. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

N.Y. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

Pa. 

,200  00 

N.  ¥.• 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

Md. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

N.Y. 

1,200  00 

N.Y. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

Vt. 

L,200  00 

N.Y. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

Mass. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

Mich. 

1,200  00 

Mich. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

Pa. 

1,200  00 

N.Y. 

.200  00 

D.C. 

,200  00 

D.C. 

,200  00 

D.C. 

,200  00 

Pa. 

,200  00 

D.  C. 

,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

L,200  00 

N.J. 

1,200  00 

N.Y. 

,200  00 

D.C. 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

,200  00 

Mich. 

1,200  00 

Ohio. 

1,200  00 

Md. 

[,200  00 

N.Y. 

1,200  00 

vSobgle 

Digitized  by 

6  CLERKS   EMPLOYED    IN   THE    WAR   DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  showing  the  namesy  compensatlanfof  clerics^  &c. — ^Contiuued. 


s 

0 

NHme. 

1 

< 

$1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 

Period  of  service. 

nt  re- 
ed. 

B  s  r 

From — 

To- 

11 

< 

139 
140 
141 
14>!| 

E.J.Brookings 

J.L.Falbey 

R.D.DeL.  French... 
G.  H.  Bvion 

Dec.    1,1874 
D«c.    1,1874 
Doc    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Mar.    1,1875 
Mar.    1,1875 
Anr.     1.1875 

Nov.30,1875   en,  200  00 
Nov.  30, 1875  '  1,200  00 
Nov.  30, 1875     1,200  00 
Nov.  30, 1875     1,200  00 
Nov.  30, 1875     1,200  00 
Nov.  30, 1H75  :  1,200  00 
Nov.  30, 1875  1       903  3.* 
Nov.  30, 1875         U«3  33 
Nov.  30, 1875         800  00 
Nov.  30, 1875  !      500  00 
Nov.  30, 1875         434  78 
Nov.  30, 1875         200  00 
Nov.  30, 1875  ,       840  00 
Nov.  30,1875         840  00 
Nov.  30, 1875  '      840  00 
Nov.  30, 1875         840  00 
Nov.  SO,  1875  .      840  00 
Nov.  30, 1875         840  00 
Nov.  30, 1875  1      840  00 
Nov.  30, 1875  1      419  23 
Nov.  30, 1875  :      350  00 
•Nov.  30, 1875  '        30  43 

Me. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

D.C 

143 
144 
145 
146 
147 

S.  C.  Thompson 

H.  J.  RobiiiBou 

Arthur  Wiecker 

B.  D.Thomson 

T.G.Ash 

D.C. 
N.  Y. 
D.C. 
D.C. 
D.C. 

148 
149 
150 
151 

W.M.  Porter 

A.  p.  Elliott 

Au^st  Henning 

J.  B.Baker 

1,200     July    6,1875 
1,200     July  20, 1875 
1,200  '  Oct.     1,1875 
840  '  Dec.    1, 1874 
840  =  Dec.    1, 1874 
840  1  Dec.    1, 1874 
840  ,  Dec.    1, 1874 
y40  ■  Dec.    1,1874 
840  i  Dec.    1, 1874 
840  1  Dec.    1. 1874 
840     June   1.1875 

MaH& 
D.C. 
Va. 
D.C. 

152 
153 

William  Watson 

R.  W.  Spain 

Mass. 
Anuy. 

154 
155 

John  A.  Campbell 

W.C.Costin 

D.C. 
D.C. 

156 
157 

Thomas  Kennedy  .... 
John  Dolan ...... 

D.C. 
D.C. 

158 

J.M.  Jadd 

D.C. 

159 
160 

James  Richardson  . .. 
Charles  H.  Simpson.. 

840 
840 

July    1,1875 
Nov.  18, 1875 

D.C. 
Md. 

TEMPORARY  ROLL. 


161 
162 
163 

164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
181 
182 
183 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
l89 
l90 
191 
l92 
193 


J.S.  McCoy 

1,800 

D.E.Holmes 

Benjamin  Engel 

F.H.  Stafford 

Eagene  Gaither 

George  W.  Pratt 

H.  C.Wood 

1,800 
1,800 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 

S.  R.  Davis 

1,600 

F.  J.  Gramlich 

S.P.Pearson 

William  Kelley 

6.  A.  Brandt 

1,600 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

C.  E.  Davenport 

J.  R.  Dickson 

W.N.  Peck 

1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

C.F.  Reefer 

1,400 

J.  A.  Randall 

J.  L.  Robertson 

George  Q.  Allen 

BR.  Roes 

1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

B.  F.Miller 

G.W.  Haulenbeck... 
G.  W.Nagle 

1,400 
1,400 

E.  S.8cbreiner 

Fnancis  Brintnall 

Henry  Morris 

B.F.Oole 

1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

J.  C.Alteo 

1,400 

H.  £.8oott 

1,400 

T.  B.  Nolan 

1,200 

C.  A.  BreKow 

1,200 

Charles  Brandt 

J.C.  8.  Burger 

1,200 
1,200 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Dee. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dee. 

Dee. 

Dee. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 


1,1874 
1,1874 
1, 1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 

16, 1875 
1,1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 

16, 1875 
1,1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 


Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1H75 
•Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  .30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1675 
Nov.  30, 1875 


1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,210  44 
1,203  22 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1.400  (^ 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1.400  00 
1.400  00 
1.400  00 
1.400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1.056  46 
1,049  33 
1.200  00 
1.900  00 
1.800  00 
1.200  00 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


CLERKS    EMPLOYED   IK   THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT.  7 

Statement  showing  tlie  names,  vofnpensation  of  clerks,  &c, — Gontinaed. 


Name. 


i94  '  George  H.  Knapp  .... 

I'^'l    M.  W.Leahy 

I'J^i    A.  Mever 

I'^i  C.L.  Patten 

UH  I  Alfred  Cock 


Period  of  service. 


19i» 
'Jit* 

•21'.' 

•ill 


Henry  L^D  ham 

William  Bremer 

William  Haines 

G.  W.  Dwenger 

James'Loan 

W.  T.  Richardson  ... 

T.R.  Senior 

Fred.  W.  Collins 

H.  G.  Carrotbers .... 

T.Y.Yeates 

H.  A.  Gross 

B.F.Hallowell 

S.  Bradbnry 

Charles  A.  Krause . . . 

M.  Boardman 

Alfred  Coetben 

B.  B.  Kircheval 

Robert  L.  Jones 

Theodore  Horn 

T.J.  Lord 

CO.  Ellis 

F.W.  Wierick 

Frank  Clifford 

Lewis  Williams 

J.  B.  Warder 

J.  E.  FuHonton 

J.A.Morao 

J.  F.  Leonard 

J.  C.Lyons 

H.  A.  Johnson 

W.G.Tomer 

F.  H.  Simpson 

Smith  Thompson  ... 

Charles  Draeger 

WillUm  A.  Andr6... 

A.P.*Whitney 

Michael  Burke 

Francis  Wood  bridge. 

A  P.  Bayard 

Johns.  Friel 

T.  Coaffhiin 

W.H.Most 

E.  W.  Dairis 

Joseph  H.C.HolIins. 

William  FlemmiQir:.. 

J.  W.  Wallace.. ..;... 

J.C.Dowling 

GeoigeO.  Brown 

WiUfimOaims 

^>H.H.HMard 

^49  I  JAnm^oiAn ........ 


•.'1.1 
•.M4 
i'1.3 
•216 
•il7 
•il- 

m 
i>n 

•2-i:j 

'.% 

^M 

iti 
U  , 

m ' 
m 

241  ■ 
•24-2 

m 
m ; 

245 
246 
247 


81,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,2(H) 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,21)0 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
l,2i0 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 


Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

,  Dec. 

iDec. 

Dec.  1 
Dec< 
Dec. 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 
Dec. 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Deo.  1 

Deo.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

4)ec.  1 

Deo.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Dec.  1 

Mar.  1 

Jnly  6 

July  12, 

Oct.  1 


,1874 
,1874 
,lhf74 
,1874 
,1874 
,lc?74 
,1874 
,1H74 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,  1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1S74 
,  1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,  1874 
,1874 
,1875 
1.1875 
,1875 
,1875 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


30,1875  SI, 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

1, 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

1, 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

If 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

1, 

30, 1875 

It 

30, 1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30,1875 

30,1875 

30,  lt375 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

30,1875 

30, 1875 

30, 1875 

.,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00, 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00. 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
903  33 
483  70 
•460  87 
200  00 


N.Y. 

D.C. 

N.  Y. 

Me. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Mo. 

N.H. 

N.Y. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

N.Y. 

Ohio. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

Ohio. 

Texas. 

N.Y. 

D.C 

Va. 

D.C. 

Texas. 

D.C. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

Mass. 

Mo. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Ohio. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

N.Y. 

Md. 

Pa. 

Md. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

Mich. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

DC. 

Mass. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

N.Y. 


Digitized  by 
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CLERKS   EMPLOYED    IN   THE    WAR   DEPARTMENT. 


Statement  shatcing  the  7iame8n  compensation^  cfcc,  of  elerJcs^  messengers^  etc., 
employed  in  the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice  from  December  1, 1874,  to 
November  30, 1875, 


u 

1 

d 

;z3 

• 
Name. 

1 

a 
< 

Period  of  service. 

i. 

|1 
is 

From— 

To— 

'ill. 

1 

2 
3 

James  M.  Wright  ..-. 

Thomas  Duke 

Luke  Devlin 

$2,000 
1,800 
1,600 
1,400 
1.400 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
840 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    I,lb74 
Sept.  4, 1875 
Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  .30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

82,000  00 
1,800  00 
1,600  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  09 
1,200  00 
288  04 
840  00 

Md. 
Anuy. 
D.  C. 

4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

H.  C.  Upperman 

Joseph  Fought  ....1. 

Fraucis  Myers 

Silas  J.  Dewey 

Arthur  Schatz 

Ferd.  S.  Winslow.... 
James  Watts 

Md. 
D.  C. 
D.  C. 
N  Y. 
D.  C. 
Va. 
N,  Y. 

Statement  showing  the  names^  compensation,  cCt.,  of  clerics,  messengers, 
laborers,  and  tcatchmen  employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Quartermcuiter- 
Oeneral  from  December  1,  1874,  to  Xovember  30,  1875. 


1 

S 
J25 

Name. 

It 

a 
a 
< 

Period  of  service. 

II 

From — 

To— 

< 

1 
9 

George  K.Finckel*... 
Ira  S.  Allen 

$2,000 
1,800 
1,800 
1,  800 
1,  800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
l.GOO 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1.600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1, 400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1.400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dt-c.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1«74 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Oct.  16, 1875 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1.1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  :\0, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1H75 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30,  1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1H75 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

12.000  00 
1,800  00 

3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
q 

A.  W.  Lattimore 

T.W.Webster.. 

Charles  Ebert 

Albert  Gaines 

William  H.  Hodges.. 

L.F.  Randolph 

R.  V.Beit 

1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1, 8O0  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,»?00  00 
1,800  00 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

John  S.  Gallaher 

George  Marsh,  jr 

John  M.  Grahame 

George  E.  Davis 

B.  A.  Farlees 

H.W.  Smith 

Henry  B.  Fernald 

H.  P.  Viles 

1,600  00 
1,(K)0  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  60 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
200  79 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 

18 
19 
20 
21 
99 

H.  D.  Saxton 

Charles  C.  Casey 

N.H.  Martin 

H.H.Garrett 

Fred.  A.  Gee 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

J.H.Pickell 

B.  J.  O'Driscoll 

Thomas  A.  Scott 

Robert  J.  Woodbnm  . 
Thomas  W.Sanner... 

Robert  Armour 

W.  H.  Burnett 

S.F.Wainwrigbt.... 

1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 

-  ^-3 

S  c  i 
3  ®  c 

«  "^  o 

©  >  p. 

i  D.C. 
Wis. 
Ind. 
Md. 
N.Y. 
Me. 
N.J. 
N.Y. 
Md. 
Va. 
111. 
Kaus. 
Pa. 
N.Y. 
N.Y. 
M.iss. 
D.C. 
D.C. 
Pa. 
Pa. 
Pa. 
N.Y. 
N.Y. 
N.Y. 
D.C. 
Pa. 
Md. 
N.Y 
Iowa. 
D.C. 


*  Snperiuteudent. 
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CLERKS   EMPLOYED   IN   THE    WAR   DEPARTMENT.  9 

Statement  showing  the  names,  compensation^  &o. — Continued. 


Name. 


5 


31  Louis  Galeski 

32  1  H.  H.  Parmeuter 

•3  James  Williamson  . .. 

U  Samuel  M.  Thatcher  . 

3o    John  B.  Pearce 

%    Mary  L.  Davidson 

37    A.  W.  Ogden , 

'i^  ,  A.Y.Leech 

39    Edward  Flagff 

4"    James  G.  Hen ing 

41    H.W.Jackson 

42.  E.  P.  Miller 

t'^  '  Thomas  Montgomery 

41  M.  Emmet  Urell*..., 

*•>    L.F.  Fix* 

*>   J.N.Tbornburg* 

4"    F.JLEvans^ 

1"!  OttoRlcbt«r» 

p  Lewis  B.  Parker  * . . . 

'f  Thomas  C.  Magruder 

['I    John  Statz 

f*  Michael  Manning  — 

'■3    L  G.  Jaquette 

}4    E.C.Townsend 

[v  George  W.  George  . . 

'•<>  John  D.  Creighton.. 

'I'  Frank  B.  Holden  ... 

'**•    Francis  McLean 

•y'^^    D.S.  Tompkins 

•*    J.  i}.  Franklin 

fil  George  W.  Callahan. 

^^2  Thomas  M.  Newman . 

^•^i  George  Falazotto  . . . 

y    J.B.McCreary 

'«■>  William  Lndgate  ... 

'^>    James  McMahon 

•T    Owen  MoCabe 

'-"  :  D.W.  Cleaver 

y  William  B.Johnson. 

'y  George  F.  Robinson. 

^I  Thoim>8  J.  Abbott . . . 

;2  George  C.  Thomas . .  - 

'•^    Thomas  Sprague 

:4    W\  J.  O'Brien 

'•>    William  Ryan 

*C  ;•}!.  Colbarn 

'7  1  P.  H.  Flood 

J'*    C.W.Taylor 

"9  Emma  D.  Sedgwick. 

^*  I  Louisa  A.  Byrne 

"*!  ,  Comelina  Ryan 

*2  1  £.  T.Thomas 

/}    Annie  B.  Ogden 

"4    S.  B.  Hopperton 

-3    D.  C.  Smith 

■*'•  Wiley  Britton...*..- 

•*    BL  A.  White 

•■'    JohnA.Bott8 

^    JaliaH.  Wilcox 


$1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1.400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
l,2rf0 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1.200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 


Period  of  service. 


From — 


Dec. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Apr.  30, 

Apr.  30, 

Apr.  30, 

Sept.  1 

Deo.    1, 

Dec.    1 

Apr.  30, 

Apr.  30 

Apr.  30, 

Sept.  ^ 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Doc. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

DeCd. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Apr.  30, 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Dec. 
!  Dec. 
1  Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Apr.  30 

Apr.  30, 

Apr.  30, 

July 

Sept.  1 


,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,1H74 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,  1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,1875 
,  1874 
,1874 
,  1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,  1875 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1H74 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 


To— 


Nov.  30, 18T5 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  3C,  1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 


i 


ii 


*  Xexnporftry. 


$1, 400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  CO 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1, 400  00 

1, 400  00 

1, 400  00 

1, 400  00 

815  52 

815  52 

815  52 

348  32 

1, 400  00 

1, 400  00 

815  52 

815  52 

815  52 

348  32 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1, 200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

694  50 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1, 200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1, 200  00 

1,200  00 

1.200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1.200  00 

1,200  00 

1, 100  00 

1,000  00 

694  50 

694  50 

694  50 

500  00 

297  82 

Digitized  by 


C4 


N.Y. 

Mass. 

Pa. 

Pa. 

Ohio. 

Md. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

Mass. 

Md. 

N.Y. 

Va. 

N.Y. 

N.Y. 

Ohio. 

W.Va. 

N.H. 

Mo. 

S.C. 

D.C. 

N.Y. 

N.Y. 

Pa. 

N.Y. 

N.H. 

Mass. 

Mo. 

N.  Y. 

Mich. 

Pa. 

Pa. 

Md. 

N.  Y. 

Pa. 

N.Y. 

N.  Y. 

Mo. 

Iowa. 

Ohio. 

Me? 

Va. 

D.C. 

Ind. 

Army. 

Nebr. 

Md. 

D.C. 

N.  Y. 

Conn. 

D.C. 

Ohio. 

Ohio. 

Va. 

Ohio. 

R.  L 

Kaus. 

Pa. 

D.C 

D.C 


Google 


10  CLERKS    EMPLOYED    IN   THE    WAR   DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  shoicing  tli^  names,  compensation,  &c. — Continued. 


i 

Period  of  service. 

£  . 

1^- 

1 

Name. 

s 

< 

11 

III 

5 

s 

From— 

To— 

11 

< 

til 

90 

Mary  V.  Commairerd* 

$1,200 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30. 1875 

«tl,200  00 

Mich. 

91 

Nelly  M.Bates* 

1,200 

Dec..  1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

Mich. 

92 

Mary  E.  Weeks  • 

1,200 

Dec.    1,1H74 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

La. 

93 

Lizzie  A.  Richardson* 

1,200 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

N.  H, 

94 

Julia  C.Webb* 

1,200 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

Va. 

95 

M.  C.Thomas* 

1.200 

Jan.  12, 1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,093  34 

D.C. 

96 

James  F.Dooley*.... 

1,200 

May    1,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

694  50 

D.C. 

97 

Thomas  J.  Horrell* . . . 

1.200 

Aug.   2,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

394  64 

D.C. 

98 

W.M.Robertson*.... 

1,200 

Sept,20, 1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

235  87 

D.C. 

99 

Howard  Edmonds* . . , 

1,200 

Nov.   1,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

98  91 

Pa, 

100 

Thomas  P.  Chiffelle.. 

1,H00 

July    1,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,350  00 

D.C. 

101 

Samuel  Dale 

1,200 
720 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 
720  00 

Md. 

102 

James  Payne 

D.C. 

103 

George  Phelps 

840 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

840  00 

D.C. 

104 

Thomas  Allen 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00  1  D.C. 

105 

Henry  Payne 

Charles  Wilton 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00  ;  D.C. 

106 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

107 

Patrick  Wall 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

108 

Thomas  G.Streett... 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

Md. 

109 

Charles  McDonough . . 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

110 

F.  Barnard 

720 
720 

Dec.    1,1874 
July    1,1875 

Nov. :«),  1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 
300  00 

D.C. 

111 

Andrew  MiUs 

D.C, 

112 

T.B.Dalaney 

720 

Aug.   4,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

2:«  48 

Md. 

113 

Espy  McCoy 

720 
720 

Oct.  16,1875 
Dec.    1,  1874 

Nov.  30,  lf?75 
Nov.  30, 1875 

90  65 
720  00 

D.C. 

114 

William  Lewis 

D.C. 

115 

Michael  P.  Desmond.. 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

116 

James  O'Hara 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

117 

MichaeMVaters. 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

118 

Patrick  Delanthy.... 

720 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

119 

Priscilla  Hebb 

900 

Dec.    1,1H74 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00- 

D.C. 

120 

Anne  C.  Knight 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Mass. 

121 

8.  N.Bates 

900 
900 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 
900  00 

Kans. 

122 

Marcia  Richardson . . . 

Mich. 

123 

E.  T.  Cowperthwaite. 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Pa. 

124 

Edmonia  S.  Crawford . 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Va. 

125 

Marian  Goodall 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

D.C. 

126 

Emma  A.  Wood 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

D.C. 

127 

JaliaB.  Maynadier.. 

900 

Dec.    1.1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

D.C. 

128. 

Helen  J.  Panlding 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

N.  Y. 

129 

Ida  Allen 

900 
900 
900 

Deo.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1J?75 

900  00 
900  00 
900  00. 

D.C, 

130 

Emily  Ring 

N.  Y. 

131 

Margn  H.  Fillebrown . 

D.C. 

132 

Victoria  J.  Le  Compte . 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Md. 

133 

Harriet  Chur 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Pa. 

134 

Lizzie  P.Roy 

900 

Jan.  18. 1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

782  50 

D.C. 

135 

Annie  E.  Trumball . . . 

900 

Jan. 18, 1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

782  60 

D.C. 

136 

Jennie  Byrd  Jones... 

900 

July   1,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

375  00 

D.C. 

137 

Caroline  A.  Sherman* 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Va. 

138 

Eliza  W.  Barstow*... 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.30,l»r5 

900  00 

Mass. 

139 

Hannah  A.  Inslee  *. . . 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

N.  Y. 

140 

Eliza  C.  Bull* 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30. 1875 

900  00 

D.C. 

141 

Sarah  E.  Rawlins*... 

900 

Dec,    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Va. 

142 

Margaret  W.  Sill*.-.: 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30. 1875 

900  00 

N.J. 

143 

Ellen  H.  Sheldon*.... 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

N.  Y, 

144 

Emily  J.  Tolley* 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

S.C. 

145 

Virginia  L.Johnson*. 

900 

Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

900  00 

Va. 

146 

Annie  G.  Davis* 

900 

May  31, 1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

449  17 

D.C. 

147 

Mary  Mtirray 

360 

Dec.    I,lb74 

Nov.  30, 1875 

360  00 

D.C. 

*  Temporary. 
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CLERKS    EMPLOYED    IN    THE    WAR   DEPARTMENT. 


11 


!^tattme*t  thotcing  the  names^  compensation^  dbc,  of  clerks,  menengers, 
liibftrersj  and  watchmen  employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Connrnmary- General 
uf  Subsistence  from  December  1, 1874,  to  November  30, 1875. 


1 

Period  of  service. 

h 

a  es^ 

1               Name. 

75  *■*» 

si 

From— 

To— 

£  « 

W^ 

iC 

< 

< 

0^ 

1    Bicbard  M.  Hanson  •  . 

S2.000 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  .30, 1875 

$2,000  00 

D.  C. 

i    J«j8cph  Scwharu 

-    W.H.  Wetzel 

1,800 

Dec. 

1.1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,800  00  ;  Army. 

l,dOO 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,800  00  1  Pa. 

(    Jubn  Peon  Jon(  8 

1.600 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1, 600  00  ,  Pa. 

:    D.Aitolin  McCarthy.. 

1,609 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,600  00 

D.  C. 

f    William  W.McGiU.. 

1,600 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,600  00 

D.  C. 

:    H.  F.  Robinson 

1,600 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,600  00  1  Vt. 

*    William  Nonrse 

1,400 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,400  00 

D.  C. 

'.*    G.'J.  L.  Foxwell 

1,400 

Dec. 

1, 1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1, 400  00 

Army. 

1'    C.T.EWridge 

1,400 

Dec. 

1.1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,400  00  :  Me. 

11    J.  M.  Belt 

1,400 
1,400 

Dec. 
July 

1,1874 
1,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 
N«v.  30, 1875 

1,400  00  .  D.  C. 

M    C.N.Moore 

582  00  ,  Wis. 

W    AniosHadley 

1.200 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00  1  Mc 

M    R.  S.  Kearocy 

1,200 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00  1  D.  C. 

n    Frank  W.Edwards.. 

1,200 

Dec 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

Mass. 

V    William  H.Partridge. 

1,200 

Dec 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

N.  Y. 

iT    W.  F.  Johnson 

1,200 

Dec. 

1.1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

Pa. 

>    A.W.Clear 

1,200 

Dec 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00  ,  Pa. 

i.»    JohnBarr ' 

1,200 
1,200 

Dec 
Dec 

1,1874 
1, 1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00  1  Del. 

J"    M.C.EdwTn 

1,200  00 

Minu. 

.'1    Charles  W.  Pairo 

1,200 

Dec 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

D.  C. 

:i   Thomas M.Monan.... 

1,200 

Dec 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

D.  C. 

X!    S.B.  Evans 

1,200 

Dec 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

1,200  00 

D.C. 

-'4   Josephs.  Vansant...! 

1,200 

Sept. 

25,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 

219  57 

Iowa. 

^   Geoi^Laeker 

840 

Dec. 

1, 1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

840  00 

D.C. 

^'    Daniel  Donovan ' 

720 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00     Mass. 

r    JohnCraige 

720 

Dec 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

Ma^s. 

>    Henry  Johnson 

720 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

i'    William  Pinion 

720 

Decj 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

La. 

>■    Arthur  Donnelly | 

720 

Dec. 

1,1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 

720  00 

D.C. 

» 

SnperJDteDdsDt. 

^^itfment  showing  the  nameSj  compensation^  d:c,^  of  clerkSj  messe^igers, 
Inborers,  and  tcutchmen  employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Surge  m- General 
from  iJeeember  L,  1874,  to  November  30,  1875. 


Name. 


Samael  Ramsey.. 
Charles  Harling.. 
AikIrw  Biachoft*. 

John  Wilson 

J.  Piioe  Kepnec  - 

C.J.Myen 

M. U  Baxter  .... 
&A.llMltbrop.. 
F^vndBhaw... 

D.aiNsoo 

JanbPnch 


a 
< 


Period  of  service. 


From — 


$2,000 
1,600 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
l,8(Xl 
1,800 
1,H00-| 
1,600  . 
1,600  , 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dee. 
Deo. 
Doc. 
Dec. 
July 
Jnly 
Deo. 
Dec. 


1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1, 1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1875 
1,1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 


To- 


Nov.30,1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
No%'.30,1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  .30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 


$2,000  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 

750  00 

750  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00  
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Va. 

D.C. 

N.  Y. 

N.  Y. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

111. 

Conn. 

Mass. 

Pa. 

D.C. 


12  CLERKS   EMPLOYED   IN   THE    WAR   DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  sfiomng  the  names^  compensation^  itc. — Continued. 


a 

a 


12 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 


Name. 


Joseph  R.  Rose 

George  E.  Corson  .... 

Fred.  W.  Stone 

J.  F.  Loughrun 

Frederick  R.  Sparks.. 

C.P.Clark 

R.  Raveubnrg 

Wm.  S.  McPheraou... 

F.  L.  Apel 

A.  Rechenberg 

W.  Schwennecker .. . 
A.M.  Buck 

F.  W.  Storch 

William  Palmer 

T.  G.  Haviland 

E.  F.  Schafhirt 

E.  S.  McCleary 

S.  C.  Hanson 

A.  H.  Gawler* 

E.  S.  Fletcher 

James  Palmer 

J.  R.  Imbrie 

W.C.Myers 

J.  C.  McConnell 

John  M.  Nesbitt 

G.  W.  Fisher 

Mat.  Bryan 

G.  M.Dowe 

William  Fiwher 

James  D.  Hondley  . . . 

George  A.  Jones 

Lonis  Leclerc 

William  Pittis 

Lewis  H.  Rose 

J.Albert  Wise 

J.  H.Collins 

J.  Howard  Bnshnell.. 
William  Crompton... 
Robert  W.  Hardy....! 

I  Ben.  A.  Jones i 

j  Magnus  Koechling  ...I 

I  Isaac  P.  Noyes 

j  Charles  Roller 

I  M.  H.  Teulon 

Charles  Watson 

B.  F.Williams 

Samuel  Johnston. .. 

J.  W.St.  Clair 

A.  D.Addison 

M.  Addison 

E.  Ashfield 

L.  T.  Bremerman . . . 

C.  W.Brown  ...... 

Henry  L.  Bryan 

M.  G.  Chew 

C.R.  Clifton 

John  B.  Davidson | 

William  H.  Degges..  .j 
Charles  W.  Egau 


73  >* 


,600 
,600 
,600 
,600 
,400 
,400 
,400 
.40U 
,400 
,400 
,400 
,  400 
,400 
,  2(.0 
,  200 
,  200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,  2()0 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,  200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,  200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
.200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 
,200 


Period  of  service. 


From- 


Jnly 
July 
Jaly 
July 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
July 
July 
July 
Jnly 
July 
Doc. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


,1875 

,1^75 
,1875 
,1875 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,  IH75 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1274 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
.1H74 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,  1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,1874. 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,  1874 
,1874 
,1874 


To— 


Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1H75 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 4875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  .30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1H75 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 187S 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  .30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1K75 
Nov.  30, 1875 


a  « 


c  eS'9 


1666  00 
666  00 
666  00 
666  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
582  00 
582  00 
582  00 
582  00 
.582  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200.00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1, 200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1, 200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1, 200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  OO 
1,200  00 
1,20C  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 


y.Y. 

Me. 

Me. 
D.C. 

N.y. 

N.Y. 

Wis. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Wis. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

N.  Y. 

Pa. 

P». 

X.  Y. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

Pa, 

Pa. 

Ohift. 

N.  Y. 

Pa. 

D.C. 


.  C. 

.  C. 

.C. 

Y. 


D. 

jN. 

]  D.  C. 
I  N.  Y. 

1).  C. 
I  D.  C. 
I  -Ohio. 
I  Miun. 

lovra. 
,  N.  Y. 
I  Md. 
I  R.  I. 
I  Md. 
1  D.C. 
I  Mafis. 

N.  Y. 
I  W.Ter. 
I  D.C. 
I  Md. 

Md. 
I  D.C. 

D.C. 

Ohio. 

D.C. 

I   Mis:9. 

,  Fa. 
D.C. 

I  v.c, 

D.C. 


'  SiiporiDtciKleut. 
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Statement  shotcing  the  names,  compensation,  &c. — Continned. 


Xame. 


n   LJ.Eliot..^ , 

'd  J.  p.  Fill 

:3   W.J.Fishbarne 

74  F,J.Fo«t4>r 

75  John  F.  Gibson , 

'^   Williani  Oleaaon 

:7    W.E.Harley 

>.   F.C.  Holland 

79   AlfredHoM 

»)  E.W.Kepner 

cl   John  F.  Lantworthy 

"^   aH.Larcombe 

'^^  J.S.Urcombe 

?4   D.£.Lattimore 

•"i  J.  F.  Linden 

^j  ThomaAL.  Miller... 
"'  Charles  J.  Moore.... 

•"•  W.T.W.Moritz 

^J  W.D.Palmer 

•"  C.  Parkinson 

'^1   LntherM.Penaeld.. 

•^   Walter  Procter 

^   aw.Reisa 

'^   WmiamA.  Rueea... 

J^l   Matthew  Ryan 

'<   JSheltoQ  ^chaefier. 

'"^    Ernst  Schmid 

'**   R.  L.  Shriner 

l^   L.W.  Slater 

^'<'    W.F.Snyder 

H    D.B.8treet 

^'^   W.H.  Stuard 

«   E.li Tablet ^. 

!"*   J.  L.  Taylor 

:^''   C.H. Underwood... 
••J   R.B.Wagner 

!'^    D.H.Yonnt 

•9   B.ZgHnit2ki , 

jl"   J.E.Cheney 

jjl    DavidFlynn.. 

'2   Thomaa  Frisby , 

I   G«orgeH.Hoft 

J    Anton  Becker 

^^»  Thomas  O'Beime... 

l«   F.B.Loftus» 

J'  Wm.R.  Goodman*.. 

;   Samnel  Hilton* 

1?    E.U.LeMonr* 

^   John  Merrill* 

P   LoniaMorell* 

^^    E.  T.Parker* 

•f    Peter  Prenas* , 

^^.J.P.Beaidon* , 

^   E.L.Roe«i* 

j«  J«n«aTftylor*''.*r"'. 

^   W.E.8pedden* 

*|JohnN.Ehle* 

y^   W.8.MMr* 


a 
< 


Period  of  service. 


From — 


To- 


c  > 
< 


1,187 
1, 187- 
1.187 
1,187 
1,1^7- 
1,187- 
1,187 
1,187- 
1,187- 
1,187- 
1,187- 
1,187- 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187- 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187- 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187- 
1,187- 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1, 187- 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 
1,187 

,  1875 
1,1875 

,1875 
1,1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
•  Temporaiy. 


n,200 

Dec.    1, 

1.200 

Deo.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1. 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,^00 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Deo.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Deo.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Deo.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1.200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Deis.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1.200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Mar.  27, 

1,200 

Jnly   1, 

1.200 

July  15, 

1,200 

Nov.    1 

1.200 

Dec    1 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Deo.    1 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1,200 

Dec.    1, 

1,200 

Dec    1, 

1.200 

Dec   1, 

Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


1,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
.1875 
,1875 
•,  1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
.1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,  1875 
.  1875 
•,  1875 
1,1875 
,  1875 
1, 1875 
•,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,  1875 
,1875 
,1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
,  1875 
>,1875 
,  1875 
.1875 
>,1875 
,1875 
1,1875 
M875 
1,1875 
L  1875 
\  1875 
,1875 


*1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,J200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  GO 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
800  00 
500  00 
454  34 
98  91 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 


i^. 


11 


D.C. 

D.C. 

Md. 

N.Y. 

Ohio. 

Pa. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

Tenn. 

Pa. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Ind. 

Pa. 

Mass. 

N.Y. 

Ala. 

N.Y. 

Texas. 

Conn, 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Ohio. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

N.  Y. 

Pa. 

Va. 

D.C. 

Md. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

N.Y. 

Pa. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

III. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Mass. 

D.C. 

Md. 

R.L 

D.C. 

N.H. 

D.C. 

N.  H. 

D.C. 

Ohio. 

Md. 

Md. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 
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14  CLERKS   EMPLOYED   Di    THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  showing  the  namesy  compensation,  dee. — ^Gofitinaed. 


Period  of.  service. 


Name. 


s 
s 
55 


From — 


To— 


®  A 
a  rt's 


130 
131 

1:^2 

133 
134 
135 
136 
1:57 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 

156  I 

157  i 
15H 

159  I 

160  I 

161  ! 
162 
ia3 
164 

165  I 

166  I 
167 

168  ; 

169  ' 


7  I 


H.  W.  Dnrnall^ 

Lonis  P.  AlUchn* 

J.  8.  McFarland^  .... 

R.L.  Clear* 

AdamGeib* 

H.  O.  Hall* 

T.  S.  Buchanan* 

Charles  Abert* , 

O.  D.  Kinsman* 

G.  A.  Richardson* 

J.  M.R.Welah* 

E.  J.Ward* 

R.W.  Shafeldtjr*... 

G.W.Collins* 

William  B.Corbit*... 
Frederic  Schafbirt  - . . 

J-  F.  Linkins  .— . 

Eli  Jackson 

John  G.  Barkhardt. .. 

Thomas  Whelan 

William  Green 

Jabez  Jay 

Fredreck  Nenjahr 

Lorenz  Anber 

William  Bowles 

Martin  Gannon 

G.W.  Giddens 

A.  K.  Ferris 

Patrick  McEneany . . . 

John  Fogarty 

A.  Brown 

J.J.  Hanlon 

James  H.  Muq)hy 

A.  Stern 

Charles  Trought  * 

C.Williams* 

John  Callahan  * 

John  Downing* 

M.  Duffy  * 

W.  PI  J.  Jones* 


$1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,600 

1,400 

840 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

^20 

•20 


July    1,1875 
July    8, 1875 
July    5,1875 
Jnly    1, 1875  ; 
.Ally    1, 1875  : 
July    2,1875 
July    1, 1875  ; 
July    6, 1875  \ 
July    3, 1875  1 
July    1, 1875  I 
July  15, 1875 
Aug.   7,1875 
Aug.  12, 1875 
Sept.  7,1875 
1, 1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
Feb.  19, 1875 
Dec.    1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 


Nov. 
Dec 
Dec. 
Dec, 
Dec. 
Dec. 


720  I  Dec. 


Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec.    1,1874 

Dec.  1.1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 

Dec.    1,1874 

Dec.  1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 

Dec.  1,1874 

Dec.  1,1874 
1, 1874 


Dec. 
Dec. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  :iO,  1875 
Nov.  .*«),  1*^5 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30  1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  :W,  1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov. :«),  1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 


I 


$500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00 
500  00  I 
500  00 
451  09  i 
398  91 
369  57  I 
278  26  j 
98  91  I 
1,600  00 
1,400  00  I 
840  00  I 
720  00 
720  00 
562  00  I 
720  00  I 
720  00  . 
720  00  ' 
720  00  I 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00  I 
720  00  I 
720  00  , 
720  00  I 
720  00  I 
720  00  I 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00  1 
720  00  , 
720  00 
720  00  I 
720  00 


Pa. 

Kaos. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Iowa 

Pa. 

Md. 

N.  Y. 

Md. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Ala. 

N.J. 

Kans. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

N.Y. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 


*  Temporary. 
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SUUemeiU  showing  the  nwnesj  oompensationj  &c,^  ofclerJcgj  mesHengera^  labor- 
er<,  and  watchtnen  employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Ordfuince  from 
Jkember  1, 1874,  to  November  30, 1875. 


1              Name. 

5 
2 

i 

"at? 
g« 

c 

< 

Period  of  service. 

Amount  re- 
ceived. 

dence 
uted. 

From — 

To— 

1    V.McNaUy 

•i    John Monu)  .......... 

$2,000 
1,800 
1.800 
1,800 
1,600 
1,600 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
June  1,1875 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1-1874 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

e2,000  00 
1,800  00 

Mass. 
Army. 

3  E.A.SkUlmaD 

4  WiUiunD. Postal.... 

.')    A-W.PentUnd 

•'.    S^CHull 

1,800  00 

898  35 

1,600  00 

1,600  00 

1.600  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

697  38 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

701  10 

500  00 

350  00 

300  00 

N.J.^ 
Tenn. 
Pa. 
111. 

T    L  J.  Bryant ... .. 

1.600  1  Dec.    1,1874 
1,400  1  Dec.    1,1874 
1,400  ;  Deo.    1,1874 
1,40U  1  June  1,1875 
1,200  .  Dec.    1.1874 

Wis. 

-"    Charles  Becker 

.^    Frank  ILFinekel.... 

1"    John  J.  Cook 

11    R.L.  Walter 

Army. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Army. 

n   Cfaarlea S.  Keller  .... 

l;^   H.  Brugxeiuan 

14    R.A.Foater 

1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
840 
720 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
May    1,1875 
July    1,1875 
July    1,1875 
Julv    1.1875 

D.C. 
D.C. 
D.C. 

lo  Jamea  S.  Pierce 

1^  John  L.WUkina 

i:   Charles  E.Bailey..-. 

i?   H.F.J.BrowD 

y   John  M.Smith 

'.*'    X.  Mullikin 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

Md« 

1 

^fatemeiU  shotting  the  namesjcompefisaiion^  i6o.,  of  clerks j  messengers^  labor- 
ers^ and  wcUchtnen  employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Fayinaster- General  from 
December  1, 187^  to  ^'ovember  30,  1875. 


Name. 


G.D.  HaDSOD* 

John  L.  Edwards  ... 

H.  T.White 

Will  T.Kent 

W.  G.  Newton 

E.A.  Pratt 

T.M.  Exley 

H.Maxwell 

Albert  P.  Eastman. . 

M.M.  Bartlett 

B.P.Murray 

A.  P.  Dnnlap 

£. Goodrich  ........ 

C.  L.  Chapman 

J.  A.  Sterling 

Thomas  J.  Myers  ... 

W.J.Wilson 

F.H.Mnndy 

Z.&  Buckler 

James  P.  Pearson . . . 
Charles  N.Bennit....  I 
U  O.Bowie I 


$2,000 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,600 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 


Period  of  service. 


I    i> 


From — 


1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
Mar.  23, 1875 
Dec.  1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
"  Saperintendent. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


To— 


a  « 


'^  ®  .2 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1H75 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 


$2,000  00 

'  1,800  00 

1,800- 00 

I   1,800  00 

I  1,800  00 

I  1, 800  00 

i  1,800  00 

■  1, 800  00 

1,600  00 

.  1, 600  00 

I  1,600  00 

I  1,600  00 

)  1, 600  00 

;  1,600  00 

!  1, 600  00 

I  1,071  00 

I  1,400  00 

I  1, 400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 


D.C. 
D.  C. 
Vt. 
Pa. 
Ohio. 
N.Y. 
Mass. 
Ohio. 
Mass. 
N.H. 
N.Y. 
N.Y. 
Ohio. 
N.Y. 
Ohio. 
D.C. 
D.C. 
N.Y. 
Md. 
N.H. 
N.Y. 
I  D.C. 
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16  CLERKS   EMPLOYED   IN  THE   WAR   DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  showing  the  nameSf  compensation  ofelerJcSj  die. — Continaed. 


s 


23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
4H 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 


Name, 


A.M.  Salmon 

C.  F.Cobb 

F.  J.  Willis , 

George  Hickenlooper 

J.  B.  Royce 

J.  L.  H.  Wiofield  .... 

J.  B.  Diver 

Eagene  MoS weeny... 

J.  S.  Cleverdou 

W.  Cadman* 

Sam'l  E.  Thomason* . 

E.  L.  Stone 

Tbo8.  J.  MacNamee  .. 

James  Cross 

Allen  Wright 

William  Webb 

H.  E.  Wentwonh... 

A.  T.  Shurtleflf 

Robert  B.  Kepuer  . . . 

John  W.  Moore 

Henry  Valk 

Jos.  B.  Collins 

Fred.  Thomson 

J.  M.  Knowles* 

.Jos.  S.  Ball* 

F.X.  Byrnet 

J.  H.C.Young' 

E.W.Moore 

L.  F.Cooke 

Michael  B.  Buckley . 

Wallace  Grant 

W.  H.  Harrison.. ^.- 
Robert  E.  Doyle,  jr . . 

Daniel  Shannon 

Timothy  T.  Lane  ... 

Cbr.  Kaufman 

John  Davis 

BUILDING   CORNKR   F 
AND  FIFTEENTH  8T8. 

G.  D.  Hansont 

Robert  E.  Dayle 

F.  R.May 

•F.  Armstrong 

Charles  Brannan 

Michael  Mooney  . . . . 

P.  Carpenter 

James  Loveless 


i 


13  >* 


$1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1,200 

1.200 

1,200 

840 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 

720 


250 
720 
720 
720 
720 
720 
720 
720 


Period  of  service. 


From— 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec^ 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Mar. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 


1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 

23,1875 
1,1874 

23,1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1, 1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1.1874 

23, 1875 
1,1874 
1, 1H74 
1,1875 

10. 1875 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 


To- 


Dee. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


1, 1874 
1, 1874 
1.1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 
1,1874 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


30,1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30,1875 
30.1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30. 1875 
30,1875 
30,1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30.1875 
30.1875 
30. 1875 
30, 1875 
30. 1875 
30,1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30,18^5 
30, 1875 
30,1875 
30.1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30, 1875 
30. 1875 


1-^ 

is 

< 


Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30. 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 


$1,400  00 

1.400  00 

1.400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1,400  00 

1.400  00 

1,400  00 

937  00 

1,400  00 

9;J7  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

1.200  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

800  00 

1,200  00 

1,200  00 

600  00 

770  .33 

840  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 

720  00 


2.50  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 


•  Temporary. 


t  Regular. 


;  Superlotendent. 
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Statement  showing  the  nameSj  compensation^  <fec.,  of  clerJtSj  messeiigerSy 
laborers^  and  watchmen  employed  in  the  Office  of  the  thief  of  Engineers 
from  December  1, 1874,  to  November  30, 1875. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 

6 

7 
8 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

l!5 

ID 
% 
21 


Name. 


e 


William  J.  Warren . . . 

George  T.  Woodward. 

William  A.  ADderson. 

Schny ler  Dnryee 

P.J.  Deropsey 

Charles  G.  Love 

F.  N.  Barbarin , 

James  £  veleth  * 

P.J.WiUoughby 

X.  S.  Fiaher 

John  M.  Jewell 

H.  C.Preuas 

W.  Jansen 

H.B.]aDg 

JobnT.  Stetflou 

Fred'k  Ringgold 

Z.  W.  Denbam 

George  A.  Thnm 

James  A.  D.  Green  . .. 

W.H.Decknian 

Fred.  C.  Uartmanu  .. 
Owens  Dawson 


08  >y 


s 
< 


12,000 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 

j,eoo 

1,800 

1,600 

1,600 

1.600 

1,600 

1.400 

1,400 

1,400 

1,400 

1.200 

1,200 

1,200 

1.200 

840 

720 

720 

720 


Period  of  service. 


From — 


Tq- 


Dec. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Deo. 
Deo. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
.1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 
,1874 


Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 


II 
55 


$2,000  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1,600  08 
1,800  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
840  00 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 


^ 


^ft 


N.Y. 

D.C. 

Army. 

Va. 

Va. 

N.Y. 

N.J. 

Va. 

D.C. 

Va. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

N.  y. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

Md. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 


*  Superintendent. 

Statement  showing  the  names^  compensation^  cfic,  of  superintendent  and 
laborers  employed  in  the  building  comer  F  and  Seventeenth  streets  from 
December  1,  1874,  to  November  30, 1875. 


b 

1 

1 

Period  of  service. 

-   '                  pittiue. 

5  i 

From— 

To— 

'ill 

1 

2 
3 
4 

< 

James  E veleth* 

Charles  Tilley 

James  M.£tter 

Robert  Foertsch 

M.A.Eldridge 

Patrick  Fitzgerald . . . 
George  F.  Jenkins  -. . 

1250 
720 
720 
720 
720 
720 
720 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 
Oct.    1,1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

$220  00 
720  00 
720  0 
720  00 
720  00 
720  00 
120  00 

Va. 

D.C. 

Pa. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

D.C. 

H.Ex. 


*  Saperintendent. 
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CLERKS   EMPLOYED   IN    THE    WAR   DEPARTMENT. 


Statement  showing  the  names^  eompensatiorij  &c,^  of  cleric  and  messemjer 
employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Inspector- General  from  December  1,  1874, 
to  November  30, 1875. 


i 

Name. 

i 

Period  of  service. 

Amount  re- 
ceived. 

deuce 
tt  ap- 
ted. 

From — 

To- 

•-  o  a 

1 
2 

James  Barwood 

John  Connolly 

$1,800 
840 

Dec.    1,1874 
Dec.    1,1874 

Nov.30,1875  '$1,800  00 
Nov.  30, 1875         840  00 

N.y. 

D.C. 

/Statement  showing  the  names^  compensation,  i&c.j  of  clerics  and  messenger 
employed  in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Signal-Officer  from  Decetnber  1,  1874, 
to  November  30, 1875. 


1 

Name. 

1 

F 

Period  of  service. 

s 

From — 

To— 

^°  a 

1 

Alex.  Ashley. ........ 

$1,800 

1,800 

840 

Dec.    1,1874 
Deo.    1,1874 
July  15, 1875 

Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 
Nov.  30, 1875 

$1,600  00 

1,800  00 

318  04 

Pa. 

2 
3 

James  B.  Wimer 

Samuel  Middleton  . . . 

D.C. 
D.C 

Digitized  by 
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urn  CoxGKESs,  (    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,    i  Ex.  Doc. 
Ut  Session.       )  (No.  36. 


IXACCURACIES   AND  OMISSIONS  IN  THE   REVISED   STAT- 

UTES. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTING 


Fif]^rt$  of  heads  of  Bureaus  of  the  War  Department  showing  inaccuracies 
and  omissions  in  the  Revised  /Statutes. 


'lxcart  5, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Coniniittee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws  and  ordered 

to  he  printed. 


War  Department,  December  20, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transtnit  to  tlie  House  of  Rep  - 
T'HHntative.s  rei>orts  f.oiu  heads  of  Bureaus  of  the   War  Depiirtineut 
^h«>Tln«^  inaccaracies  aad  omissious  which,  upon  careful  exainiualiou, 
XiveheeD  found  to  exist  in  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Attentive  coDsideration  is  invited  to  these  reports,  as  tlie  chanp^es,  &c., 
■^ade  affect  to  a  consitlerable  extent  the  laws  governing  the  Army  and 
*>  administration  of  the  Department. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


The  act  approved  August  7,  1789,  chap.  7,  provides  for  the  organiza- 
'"fi  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  2d  section  of  the  act  says : 
"fbf re  shall  be  ip  the  said  Department  an  inferior  offii^er,  to  be  ap- 
''«iuted  by  the  said  principal  officer,  to  be  em[iloyed  therein  as  he  shall 
•^m  proper,  aud  to  be  called  the  chief  clerk  in  the  Department  of  War, 
v\*\  who,  whenever  the  said  principal  officer  shall  be  removed  from  of- 
^-'^  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  other  case  of  va- 
-^ncy,  shall,  during  such  vacancy,  have  the  charge  and  custody  of  all 
'•^**>nlH,  books,  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  said  Department.'' 

Thi!«  provision  of  law  has  been  codided  out  of  existence  by  the  New 
li^ri^d  Statutes. 

The  act  approved  July  23,  1868,  chap.  227,  in  its  first  section  provides 
*iat  the  "first  or  sole  assistant  thereof  shall,  unless  otherwise  directed 
'^  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  perform  the  duties  of  the  head 
'*^  an  Bxecative  Department  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  absence, 
'*r  bickoets  of  such  head.    And  section  three  of  the  samgcict^  ^a^th^^gl^ 
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izes  tbe  President  to  "direct  the  head  of  any  other  Executive  Depart- 
ment, or  other  officer  in  either  of  those  Departments  whose  appoint- 
ment is  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  vested  in  the 
President,  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  vacant  as  aforesaid." 

Now,  there  is  no  sole  assistant  in  the  War  Department,  ^nd  all  tbe 
officers  of  the  Army  being  prohibited  by  law  (sec.  18,  act  approved 
July  15,  1870,  chap.  294)  from  exercising  the  functions  of  a  civil  office 
on  ])ain  of  vacating  their  commission,  and  all  heads  of  Bureaus  beina; 
military  officers,  it  follows  that  there  is  no  one  in  the  War  DepartDient 
who  can  exercise  the  functions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  during  a  va- 
cancy except  the  chief  clerk,  under  the  law  of  1789,  or  the  head  of  some 
other  Department,  under  the  act  of  1868. 

There  is  nothing  in  subsequent  legislation  which  deprives  the  chief 
clerk  of  the  powers  given  iiim  by  the  act  of  1879,  and  the  Reviseil 
Statutes  should  be  amended  accordingly. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  17,  1875. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  War  Department  circular  dated 
.15lh  of  March  last,  requesting  chiefs  of  Bureaus  to  report 
for  the  information  of  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  any  inaccura- 
cies  or  omissions  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  I  have  to  ask  at- 
fcTi^rehn^Jx^C'  ^^^^'^^  ^^  ^*^^  omission  of  provisions  contained  in  section  1 
m."  i/pHgT24V'of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1857,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Trea^^ury, 
and  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disburae- 
ment  of  the  public  revenue." 
Title  xi^  sec      The  Bcviscd  Statutcs  requlrc  a  dtsbursiug  officcr  or  agput 
3Cio,  p«g«  718.     ^Q  draw  the  public  money  placed  to  his  credit  with  the 
Treasurer  or  with  an    assistant  treasurer  of   the   U.   8. 
*'07i?y  an  it  may  he  required  for  payments  to  he  made  by  him  in 
pursuance  oflmc^^^  but  neither  in  this  section  nor  elsewhere, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  find,  is  the  provision  of  the 
sutatPii«tL«nre.  act  of  18."»7,  that  the  cheeks  must  be  ^'^onJy  in  favor  of  the 
^^c'  \: pa'ii^'24<x' person  to  whom  payment  is  to  be  made^^  contained  in  the  Re- 
vised Statutes,  and  this  provision  of  law  has  not,  to  uiy 
knowledge,  been  repealed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brig.  Oen.  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  Wm.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — Any  other  eirors  or  omissions  which  maybe  discovered  in 
this  Office  will  be  duly  reported. 


Ecport  by  the  Surgeon- Oetieral,  of  inaccuracies  and  omissions  found  in  Re- 
vised  Statutes,  called  for  by  circulars  of  March  15  and  18,  1875,  from 
the  War  Department. 

Section  197. 

The  section  referred  to  (section  1  of  chapter  300,  July  15, 1870,  volume 
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1C.  page3G4,)  reads  [line  3]  ^^ Adjutant  Oeneral^  instead  of  ^^ Attorney- Oen- 
tral^  Hud  section  3  of  said  act  excepts  ^^  supplies  of  stationery  and  fuel 
ill  the  public  offices,  and  books,  pamphlets,  and  papers  in  the  Library  of 
Cougress,"  from  the  operation  of  the  statute. 

•  Section  225. 

Section  2  of  act  of  February  7, 1863,  (volume  12,  page  641,)  appears  to 
have  been  omitted.  It  enacts  '^  that  in  settling  the  accounts  ot  the  com- 
manding officer  of  a  company  for  clothing  and  other  military  supplies 
tiie  affidavit  of  any  such  officer  may  be  receive<l  to  show  the  loss  of 
vouchers  or  company-books,  or  any  matter  or  circumstance  tending  to 
prove  that  any  apparent  deficiency  was  occadoned  by  unavoidable  acci- 
dent or  lost  in  actual  service,  without  any  fault  on  his  part,  or  that  the 
wbole  or  any  part  of  such  clothing  and  supf>lies  had  been  properly  and 
legally  used  and  appropriated,  and  such  affidavit  may  be  considered  as 
evidence  to  establish  the  facts  set  forth,  ^ith  or  withtmt  other  evidence, 
{«  may  seem  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  just  and  proper  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case." 

OMISSIONS. 

Act  of  April  7, 1866,  chapter  28,  section  1,  volume  14,  page  23.  The 
flanse  authorizing  the  purchase  of  Ford's  Theater  (although  part  of  an 
appropriation  act)  designates  the  use  to  which  the  building  is  to  be  put, 
VIZ,  ''the  deposit  and  safe-keeping  of  documentary  papers  relating 
to  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  museum  ot 
tbe  uieilical  and  surgical  department  of  the  Army."  It  is  thought  that 
tbis  provision  is  permanent  in  its  nature,  and  should  therefore  be  re- 
tained. 

The  act  of  March  11,  1864,  chapter  27,  volume  13,  pp.  20,  21, 22,  ("an 
a^'t  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  ambulances  in  the  armies  ot  the 
Uuited  States*')  is  entirely  emitted. 

•  Section  1102. 

Tiie  laws  embodied  in  section  1168  (post,  page  210)  have  been  con - 
^trneil  as  making  provision  for  all  me<lical  otiicers  who  are  to  be  ioclutled   . 
'*>  the  Army,  and  no  appointmentH  of  regimental  medical  officers  under 
tbis  biw  have  ever  been  made  in  the  regular  Army. 

Should  not  the  clauses  in  this  section  allowing  surgeons  and  assistant 
»Qrgeous  of  regiments  be  stricken  out  f 

Section  1168. 

Section  5  of  chapter  65,  act  of  April  16,  1862,  (vol.  12,  page  379.) 
>(H^ifi<5aily  prescribes  the  duties  ot  medical  purveyors,  and  of  what  spe- 
cial requisitions  on  them  shall  consist.  Captain  ii.  N^.  Scott  (in  his 
l>ijre$t  of  Military  Laws,  §  288,  note  9,)  expresses  the  opinion  that 
•tithougli  the  other  sections  of  the  act  have  ex])ired  by  limitation,  the 
j'rovisions  of  this  section  were  perpetuate!  by  the  act  of  July  28,  1860. 
<^')utinuing  medical  purveyors  in  the  Army. 

Section  1174. 

Act  of  March  3,  1863,  chapter  78,  section  8,  volume  12,  page  744, 
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after  the  word  ^^line^^  the  words  '^  under  Ruch  roles  and  regulations  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,"  are  omitted. 

OMISSION. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  paraprraph  1318  of  Army  Begnla- 
tions  of  18G3,  omitted  in  this  revision,  be  embodied  in  the  U.  S.  Statutes. 
Attention  invited  to  letter  of  the  Surgeon  General  to  the  Adjutant- 
General,  United  States  Army,  on  this  subject,  dated  October  29,  1875. 
Said  paragraph  reads  as  follows:  "When  an  assistant  surgeon  has 
served  five  years,  he  is  subject  to  be  examined  for  promotion.  If  he 
decline  the  examination  or  be  found  not  qualified  by  moral  habits  or 
professional  acquirements,  deceases  to  be  a  medical  officer  of  the  Aroij.^ 

Section  1273i 

"  Mileage  shall  not  be  allowed  when  the  officer  has  been  transferred 
or  relieved  at  his  own  request."  (Act  of  March  3,  1859,  chapter  83, 
section  1,  volume  11,  page  432.) 

Section  1280. 

(Line  3,)  for  "  conditions,''  read  additions.  See  the  statute,  (act  of 
May  15,  1872,  chapter  IGO,  section  1,  volume  17,  page  116.; 

Abticle  of  War,  No.  2C. 

[Old  Article  of  War  25.]  The  word  "  corporal "  should  be  stricken 
from  this  article,  such  is  the  intent  of  Statute  of  June  6,  1872,  chap- 
ter 316,  section  2,  volume  17,  page  261,  and  see  article  98,  in  Kevised 
Statutes,  page  239. 

Article  of  War,  No.  38. 

[Old  Article  of  War  45.]  Statute  of  ^une  6,  1872,  chapter  31C, 
section  2,  volume  17,  page  261,  enacts  that  the  word  '*  corporeal"  shall 
be  stricken  from  this  article )  and  see  article  98,  in  Eevised  Statutes, 
page  239. 

Sections  1628, 1632. 

So  much  of  this  law  as  prescribes  the  arms  and  equipments  to  be 
provided  is  obsolete. 

Section  3618. 

The  act  of  June  8,  1872,  (chapter  348,  volume  17,  page  337,)  excepts 
"  materials,  stores,  or  supplies  sold  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,'' 
and  does  not  limit  the  exception  to  ^'^ commissary'^  stores. 

Section  3672. 

This  enactment  does  not  apply  to  **  materials,  stores,  or  supplies  sold 
to  officers  and  soldi*  rs  of  the  Army,"  or  to  exploring  or  surveying  ex- 
peditious authorized  by  law.  (Act  of  June  8,  1872,  chapter  348,  volume 
17,  page  337.) 
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Section  3692. 

The  act  of  June  8,  1872,  (chapter  348,  volume  17,  page  337.)  includes 
"materiaLs,  stores,  or  sui>plies  sold  to  oflicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army," 
Dot  limiting  this  provision  to  ^^  commusary  "  stores. 

omission. 

Section  4  of  act  of  March  3, 1873,  chapter  228,  (volume  17,  page  542,) 
provides  ^Uhat  the  Postmaster-General  sliall  cause  to  be  prepared  a  spe- 
cial stamp  or  stamped  envelope,  to  be  used  only  for  official  mail-matter, 
for  each  of  the  Executive  Departments,  and  said  stamps  and  stamped 
envelopes  shall  be  supplied  by  the  proper  officer  of  said  Departments  to 
all  t)ersons  under  its  direction,  requiring  the  same  for  official  use ;  and 
al)  appropriations  for  postage  heretofore  made  shall  no  longer  be  avail- 
able for  said  purpose ;  and  all  said  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  shall 
be  sold  or  furnished  to  said  several  Departments  or  clerks  only  at  the 
price  for  which  stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  of  like  value  are  sold  at 
the  several  post-offices." 

The  above  appears  to  be  entirely  omitted. 

Cmparisonof  the  Revised  Statutes  and  original  statutes  in  relation  to  arti- 

fidal  limbs. 


REVISED   STATUTES. 

Sec.  4787.  Every  officer,  soldier, 
seaman,  and  marine,  who  was  dis- 
abled during  the  war  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion, in  the  mil- 
itary or  naval  service,  and  in  the 
lioe  of  duty,  or  in  consequence  of 
wonnds  received  or  disease  con- 
tracted therein,  and  who  was  fur- 
nished by  the  War  Department, 
^ince  the  ITth  day  of  June,  eighteen 
baudred  and  seventy,  with  an  arti- 
ficial limb  or  apparatus-  for  resec- 
tioDjOr  who  was  entitled  to  receive 
i^ach  limb  or  apparatus  since  said 
<iate,  sball  be  entitled  to  receive  a 
new  limb  or  apparatus  at  the  ex- 
piration of  every  five  years  there- 
after, under  such  regulations  as 
bave  been  or  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  Surgeou-General  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  4788.  Every  [lerson  entitled 
to  the  lieuefits  of  the  preceding  sec- 
tion may,  if  he  so  elects,  receive, 
instead  of  such  limb  or  apparatus, 
the  money-value  thereof,  at  the  fol- 
lowing rates,  namely :  For  artificial 
lt*g:8,8eventy-five  dollars;  for  arms, 
fifty  dollars  ;  for  feet,  fifty  dollars; 
for  apparatus  for  resection,  fifty 
dollars. 


STATUTES- AT-LARGE. 

An  act  to  provide  for  furnishing 
artificial  limbs  to  disabled  soldiers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
Sress  assembled^  That  every  soldier 
who  was  disabled  during  the  late 
war  for  the  sup[)ression  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  who  was  furnished  by 
the  War  Department  with  an  arti- 
ficial limb,  or  apparatus  for  resec- 
tion, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a 
new  limb  or  apparatus  as  soon  after 
the  passage  of  this  act  as  the  same 
can  be  practically  \\ninii\ciih\y]  fur- 
nished, and  at  the  ex|)iration  of 
every  five  years  thereafter,  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  pte- 
scribed  by  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army :  Provided^  That  the  sol- 
dier may,  if  he  so  elect,  receive, 
instead  of  said  limb  or  apparatus, 
the  money-value  thereof  at  the  fol- 
lowing rates,  viz:  For  artificial  legs, 
seventy-five  dollars;  for  arms,  titty 
dollars  ;  for  feet,  fifty  dollars ;  for 
apparatus  for  resection,  fifty  dol- 
lars. 
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Sec.  4789.  The  Surgeon-General 
shall  certify  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  a  list  of  all  soldiers  who 
elect  to  receive  money-commuta- 
tion instead  of  limbs  or  apparatus, 
with  the  amount  due  to  each,  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to  such 
soldiers  in  the  same  manner  as  pen- 
sions are  paid. 


Sec.  4790.  Every  person  in  the 
military  or  naval  service  who  lost 
a  limb  during  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion, but  from  the  nature  of  his 
injury  is  not  able  to  use  an  artifi- 
cial limb,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  section  forty-seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight,  and  shall 
receive  money  commutation  as 
therein  provided. 


Sec.  4791.  The  Secretary  of  War 
is  authorized  and  directed  to  fur- 
nish to  the  persons  embraced  by 
the  provisionsof  section  forty-seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  trans* 
portation  to  and  from  their  homes 
and  the  place  where  they  may  be 
required  to  go  to  obtain  artificial 
limbs  provided  for  them  under  au- 
thority of  law. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ 
That  the  Surgeon-General  shall  cer- 
tify to  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions a  list  of  all  soldiers  who  have 
elected  to  receive  money  commuta- 
tion instead  of  limbs  or  apparatus, 
with  the  amount  due  to  each  ;  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to  such 
soldiers  in  the  same  manner  as  pen- 
sions are  now,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
paid. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^ 
That  every  soldier  who  lost  a  limb 
during  the  late  war,  but  from  the 
nature  of  his  injury  was  not  able 
to  use  an  artificial  limb,  and  con- 
sequently received  none  from  the 
Government,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  this  act  and  shall 
receive  money  commutation,  as 
hereinbefore  provided. 

Approved  June  17, 1870. 

Be  it  enacted^  cfe(?..  That  the  bene- 
fits of  the  act  approved  June  seven- 
teenth, eighteen  hundred  and  sev- 
enty, entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  furnishing  artificial  limbs  to 
disabled  soldiers,"  shall  be  extended 
to  all  officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  and 
marines  disableil  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States, 
as  fully  as  the  same  are  provided 
for  in  the  acts  approved  July  six- 
teenth, eighteen  hundred  and  sixt.v- 
two,  July  twenty-eighth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  July 
twenty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-eight,  in  so  far  as  the 
said  acts  relate  to  artificial  limbs 
and  to  transportation  for  procuring 
said  limbs. 

Approved  June  30, 1870. 

Act  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  invalid  and  other 
pensions,  &c. : 

•  •  •  That  an  amount  snflS- 
cient  to  pay  the  expenses  of  fur- 
nishing artificial  limbs  for  soldiers 
and  sailors,  provided  for  by-the  act 
approved  June  seventeenth,  eight- 
een hundred  and  seventy,  may  be 
paid  out  of  the  appropriations  made 
by  this  act.  » 

Approved  July  IL,  1870. 
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To  the  sarae  effect  acts  of  Jan- 
uary 30,  1871,  February  20,  1872, 
January  10,  1873,  June  20,  1874, 
and  March  1,  1875. 

Act  of  June  8, 1872,  not  embraced 
in  the  KeviBed  Statutes,  and  there- 
fore held  not  to  be  repealed  by 
them : 

Be  it  enactedy  <&(?.,  That  the 
acts  approved  June  seventeen, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy',  and 
June  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy,  lor  supplying  artificial 
limbs,  or  commutation  for  the  same, 
to  officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen, 
shall  apply  to  all  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  enlisted  and 
hired  men  of  the  land  and  naval 
I  forces  of  the  United  States  who,  in 

the  line  of  their  duty  as  such,  shall 
have  lost  limbs  or  sustained  bodily 
injuries  depriving  them  of  the  use 
of  any  of  their  limbs,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Surgeon-General  of 
the  Army. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  transportation 
allowed  for  having  artificial  limbs 
fitted  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
Quartermaster-General  of  the 
Army,  the  cost  of  which  shall  be 
refunded  from  the  appropriations 
for  invalid  pensions. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  term  of  five 
years  specified  in  the  first  section 
of  the  act  approved  June  seven- 
teen,eighteen  hundredandseventy, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  fur- 
nishing artificial  limbs  to  disabled 
soldiers,'' shall  be  held  to  commence 
in  each  case  with  the  filing  of  the 
application  under  that  act 

Defects  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

1st  They  ignore  the  act  of  June  8,  1872. 
I'd.  Tbey  do  not  indicate  who  is  entitled. 

3d.  They  leave  it  uncertain  when  the  periods  of  five  years  begin  or 
f-nd. 

1th.  They  do  not  state  who  is  to  furnish  the  limbs,  only  direct  that 
tbf  Commtssiouer  of  Pensions  shall  pay  the  commutation. 

Jlh.  They  direct  the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  transportation,  but 
li^basDever  been  furnished  any  funds  for  that  purpose. 

<'>th.  Hired  men  and  persons  disabled  before  or  since  the  rebellion  are 
eicloded. 

J.  K.  BARNES, 

Surgeon-General. 
SihgkonGenebal's  Office, 
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Report  of  Benjamin  Alvord,  PaymaHferOeneral^  on  ^^  inaccuracieH  and 
omisHions^  found  in  the  Revised  Statutes  ;  required  in  circular  of  March 
15,  1875,  from  the  War  Department, 

Title  IV.— Section  164. 

statntei  at  Large,     The  woi'd  "  othei'*  should  be  omitted,  as  it  implies  that 
vol.  lu,  p.  211.    iIj^  ^jI,!^^  ^^  ^^Q  Pureau  is  a  clerk. 

Title  XIV.— The  Army.    Chapter  One.— Orgakiza- 

TION.     bECTION  1102. 

yeterivenf  $ur-      Instead  of  "aud  the  ninth  and  tenth  reiriments  shall  have 
See  fc''":'*  act  of  an  additional  veterinary  surgeon,"  it  should  have  said  "the 
14'j.m^'^^*'  «^*'<?wf^,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  regiments  shall  have  an 
ad'^itional  veterinary  surgeon." 

No  pay  is  prescribed  for  veterinary  surgeons  in  chapter  3, 
on  pay  and  allowances.  But  as  the  last  clause  of  sec.  5597 
says  that  these  lievised  Statutesdonot  ^^inany  manuer^ffect 
the  right  to  any  office,*'  their  right  to  pay  under  former  laws 
remains  undisturbed.  (See  for  their  pay  sec.  3,  act  of  July 
28,  1866,  and  sec.  37,  act  of  March  3, 1863.) 

Section  1182. 

pafmaMterGen-      The  tcxt  should  Say  that  the  permanent  rank  of  Paymas- 
Sec Ts'act July t^^General  is  that  of  brigadier-general, as  given  in  sec.  18, 
28j8«J6,voi.i4,p.  act  of  July  28,  1866.    (Vol.  14,  Statutes  at  Large,  p.  335.) 
^^  The  act  of  June  4,  1872,  (vol.  18,  p.  219,)  only  authorized 

the  President  to  till  the  then  existing  vacancy  with  an  ap- 
pointee to  have  'Uhe  rank  of  colonel."  It  was  done  on  an 
avowed  policy,  since  abandoned  to  reduce  all  chiefs  of  stait' 
to  the  rank  of  colonel. 

Chapter  Three. — Pay  and  Allowances.    Omissions. 

1280. 

Compavy  Q.  M.      Scctious  1100, 1102, 1107,  providc  in  the  organization  for 

Sec'^^Ttit  July  ^  company  quartermaster  sergeantof  artillery,  cavalry,  and 

29,  leeVvoi.  12,  p.  infantry,  but  this  chapter  on  pay  does  not  give  the  law  for 

28(1.^  staiuipH  ut^jj^.j.  p^^,     ^^^  ^.jj^  jj^gj.  ^jiause  of  sec.  5597  provides  that 

their  right  to  the  office,  and,  therefore,  to  the  pay,  shall  not 
be  disturbed.  Their  pay  is  seventeen  dollars  per  moutb. 
(See  4th  sec.  of  act  of  July  29, 1861.) 

Omission.  1280. 

Ser7(fa7t July  Sectlous  1100  aud  1107  provide  in  the  organization  for 
5.  1833,  Vol.  5, p.  the  grade  of  artificer  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  but  this 
^^'eci.Rct  Aug.  chapter  does  not  give  his  pay.  He  is  entitled  to  $15  per 
J.  >^34,'voi.  10,  p!  month  by  former  laws,  cited  in  the  margin. 

Omission.  1280. 

SeTfZT'jnw  Sections  1100,  1102,  and  1107,  provide  in  the  organization 
2-2.  im,voi  12,  p.  for  the  grade  of  wagoner  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry, 
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bnt  tbis  chapter  does  Dot  p^ive  bis  pay.    He  is  entitled  ^  jg^fjig' ■JoJ^ 
ijUiHjr  uioutb  by  former  laws  cited  ia  the  margin.  788.     '^^^^     *** 

See.  1,  net  Aug. 

OMISSION.— Section  1261.  sVi"'"^"^'  '"•^• 

This  states  the  pay  of  an  actings  assistant  commissary,  Acting  Afitant 
but  in  the  chapter  on  organization  there  is  no  provision  for  8S!8,"!i'«  aXrch 
his  appointment  or  detail.    [Jfote. — Paragraph  1140,  Regn- ^.^^'^^^  ^o»3'  p- 
jationsof  1824,  and  page  185,  Regulations  of  1835,  author- 
ized their  detail  or  appointment]    Assistant  commissaries 
ofKub^istence,  not  exceeding  (ifty,anthorized  in  act  ofMarch 
1\  1821.    Additional  legislation  recommended. 

Section  1280. 

Third  line,  the  word  conditions  should  be  additians.  ,  Emuum. 

'  Act  of  Muy  15, 

1872,vol,17,p.ll6. 

Sections  1289  and  1290. 
• 

The  act  of  January  29, 1813,  says :  "  Whenever  any  oflftcer  ^^J^^^^[f^ 
or  soldier  shall  be  discharged  from  the  service  except  by  icay  ^JiXp.iU."'^ 
^f  punishment  for  an  offense^  he  shall  be  allowed,"  &C/.,  &c. 
Xbi8  condition  is  in  practice  diflFerent  from  the  condition  in 
the  Uevised  Statutes:  ''When  an  officer  (or  soldier)  is  honor- 
ably discharged,''  &c  The  discharge  of  a  soldier  does  not 
in  terms  express  whether  he  is  honorably  or  dishonorably 
(IL-wtharged.  The  old  language  is  more  precise  and  better 
understood.  It  refers  to  the  cause  of  his  discharge  and  not 
bis  history  as  a  sohlier. 

Also,  the  act  of  June  30, 1864,  had  better  have  been  quoted  Aauai  Transpor- 
in  fall  by  itself.  "That  in  all  cases  where  the  Government  .  ^^"^ 
sIihII  furnish  transportation  and  subsistence  to  discharged 
officers  and  soldiers  from  the  place  of  their  discharge  to  the 
place  of  their  enrollment,  or  original  muster  into  service, 
they  shall  not  be  entitled  to  travel  pay,  or  commutation  of 
subsistence."  For,  as  interpreted  by  General  Orders  No. 
-4,  of  1872,  "department  commanders  are  authorized  to 
makesDch  arrangements  as  will  insure  to  discharged  soldiers 
traus|>ortatioii  and  subsistence  to  their  homes."  Tliis  is 
irrespective  of  the  question  of  their  honorable  discharge. 
And  there  are  many  remote  posts  from  which  it  is  desirable 
to  facidtate  the  transportation  of  soldiers  dishonorably  dis- 
charged. 

Section  1337. 

The  words  "and  the  instructor  of  practical  engineering" ^rjj^'r*'/^'''^ 
should  be  oDiitted,  as  in  Bcction  133G  it  correctly  appears"*^    tngmcerxng. 
tbat  he  should  have  the  pay  of  major. 
KespecliuUy  sabmitted. 

BENJ.  ALVORD, 
Paymaster- Oetieral,  U.  8,  Army. 

PathastbB'Gknebal's  Offiob, 

Septeinbtr  2,  1875. 
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remarks  on  revised  statutes  of  the  army. 

Section  1100. 

Quartermaster-sergeant.  This  grade  not  having  been  enumerated  in 
the  act  of  May  15,  1872,  the  War  Department,  (G.  O.  61,  of  1873,)  for- 
bade  appointments  to  this  grade.  If  the  construction  of  the  War  De- 
partment is  correct,  the  provision  of  a  company  quartermaster-sergeaut 
is  special  legislation  by  the  reviser. 

SECTION  1101. 

Colonel  Scott  (note  12  to  §  457)  holds  that  the  Fifth  Artillery  was 
organized  as  a  regiment  of  light  artillery  or  mounted  batteries,  aud  that 
the  act  of  July  28,  1866,  giving  the  other  four  regiments  the  same  organ- 
ization as  the  Fifth,  supplied  the  acts  of  March  2,  1821,  and  March  3, 
1847,  authorizing  the  President  to  designate  a  company  in  each  of  the 
artillery  regiments  to  be  equipped  as  light  artillery.  If  this  view  is 
correct  this  section  is  superfluous,  unless  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  re- 
ducing the  Army  to  thirty  thousand  is  held  to  have  revived  the  acts  ot 
1821  aud  1847. 

Section  1102. 

1.  The  act  of  July  28, 1866,  says  :  To  the  six  regiments  of  cavalry 
now  in  service  there  shall  be  added  four  regiments,  (two  of  which  shall 
be  composed  of  colored  men,)  having  the  same  organization,  &c.,  with 
the  addition  of  one  veterinary  surgeon  to  each  regiment,  &c. 

The  reviser  of  the  statutes  read  the  above  law  as  follows :  To  the  sis 
regiments  of  cavalry  now  in  service  there  shall  be  added  four  regiments, 
(two  of  which  shall  be  composed  of  colored  men,  having  the  same  or- 
ganization, &c.,  with  the  addition  of  one  veterinary  surgeon  to  each 
regiment,)  &c. 

This  last  reading  gives  only  two  veterinary  surgeons  instead  of  the 
four  intended  by  the  law  of  July,  1806. 

2.  This  section  gives  ^'one  surgeon,  one  assistant  surgeon,'^  to  each 
cavalry  regiment.*  Colonel  Scott  says,  sec.  17  of  act  of  July  28, 1866, 
has  been  construed  as  making  provision  in  the  Medical  Department  for 
all  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  who  are  to  be  included  in  the 
Army.  Medical  officers  are  assigned  to  regiments  when  necessary,  but 
no  appointments  in  these  grades  have  ever  been  made  to  the  regular 
regiments. 

3.  This  section  gives  the  veterinary  surgeon  the  rank  of  regimental 
sergeant-major.  The  Adjutant-General,  March  18,  1864,  and  June  16, 
1871,  decided:  They  (veterinary  surgeons)  are  allowed  the  quarters 
and  fuel  allowed  a  sergeant-major,  but  are  not  entitled  to  either  clothing 
or  rations. 

The  Second  Comptroller  ruled:  They  are  not  entitled  to  travel-pay  on 
discharge. 

I  can  find  no  law  giving  them  rank  prior  to  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Will  not  the  rank  given  carry  wfth  it  all  allowances  pertaining  to  itf 

Section  1103. 

Quartermaster-sergeant:  This  grade  not  having  been  enumerated  in 
the  act  of  May  15,  1872,  the  War  Department  (G.  O.  61  of  1873)  forbade 

*See  ill  cunuectiun  with  thin  the  6th  and  7tli  lines  of  same  section,  recitini^  that  "two 
assistant  surgeons  may  be  allowed  to  each  regiment,"  taken  from  Uw  i]|f  Jf^uary  fi,  \t*6S. 
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appointments  to  this  grade.  If  the  coiifttruction  of  the  War  Depart- 
meot  is  correct,  the  provision  for  a  compauy  quarterinastersergeaDt  is 
Sjiecial  legislation  by  the  revisor. 

Section  1107. 

Remarks  nnder  sec.  1103  apply  to  this  also.  The  last  part  of  this 
section  aathorizes  the  President  to  increase  strength  of  an  infantry 
company  to  one  hundred  men.  Doch  not  section  2  of  act  of  July  15, 
1870,  which  recites  that  there  shall  not  be  more  than  thirty  thou- 
Baud  men  in  the  Army,  unless  otherwise  anthorized  by  laic^  abrogate 
section  6  of  act  of  July  28,  1866,  (embodied  in  that  section)  author- 
izing the  President  to  increase  strength  of  a  company,  or  does  it  give 
theanthority  still  to  carry  up  some  companies  to  100  men  at  expense  ■ 
of  otber companies,  provided  the  total  limit,  30,000,  is  not  exceeded? 

Section  1111. 

I  cannot  find  from  what  law  was  taken  the  proviso  in  this  section,  that 
the  band  *' shall  ordinarily  be  stationed  at  the  Military  Academy.^' 

Ibis  section  says  also:  *' There  shall  be  retained  or  enlisted  in  the 
An&y,''  &c.  The  act  of  1869  disbanding  military  bands  excepts  the 
knd  at  the  Military  Academy. 

Section  1116. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  connection  exists  between  sec.  21 
of  act  of  July  17,  1802,  (quoted  in  margin,)  and  the  provisions  of  this 
Miction.  Section  21  provides  that  aliens  above  twenty  one  who  honora- 
My  served  in  the  Army  may  become  citizens  without  proving  more  than 
oue  years  residence. 

The  above  remark  applies  to  most  of  the  quotations  opposite  this 
^Mion.  None  of  them  fix  the  age  at  sixteen.  Eighteen  is  given  in  the 
arts  of  April  30,  1790,  March  10,  1802,  January  11,  1812,  January  29, 
1S13,  and  December  10, 1814. 

Section  1118. 

The  act  of  1833,  (ch.  68,  §  6,)  provides  "that  no  person  who  has  been 
convicted  of  any  criminal  offense  shM  be  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the 
I  oited  Staten."  The  act  of  March  3,  1863,  ch.  75,  relating  to  the  en- 
rollaient  of  the  national  forces  forbade  the  enrollment  of  any  person 
^iio  had  been  convicted  of  a  felony.  This  indicates  the  intention  of 
Congress  that  the  criminal  ofi'euses,  which  must  exclude  any  person 
tiom  enlistment,  are  only  such  as  are  of  an  infamous  character. 

If  this  view  Ls  correct,  the  word  infamous  in  the  " revision ''  of  Judge 
Jdines  and  others  should  be  restoreil  to  the  section. 

Section  1120. 

This  section  revives  a  premium  which  has  not  been  paid  since  1869. 

Section  1126, 

I  don't  nnderstand  the  words  "post  hospital'^  applied  to  chaplains 
^'o  law  exists  providing  chaplains  for  hospitals.  j 
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Section  1127. 
Should  iiot  the  word  <' hospital^  be  left  out  of  this  section  ? 

Section  113L 

"There  shall  he  five  inspectors-general." 

The  act  of  June  8,  1872,  authorizing  apx>ointment  of  N.  H.  Davis,  has 
this  proviso:  That  no  promotion  shall  be  made  uutii  the  number  of  in- 
spectors-general is  reduced  to /our. 

The  act  of  July  28,  1806,  (establishing  Inspector  General's  Depart- 
ment,) providesfor/bwr  inspectors;  three  assistants  with  rahk  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, and  tivo  with  rank  of  major.  The  law  of  March  3, 18()0, 
forbade  new  appointments  or  promotions  in  that  departnient,  but  did 
not  abolish  any  of  the  offices.  Sec.  1131  can  only  be  explained  on  the 
supposition  that  the  reviser  obtained  roster  of  the  Inspector-Generars 
Department  at  the  actual  time  of  his  labors,  and  made  this  section  cau- 
form  to  it. 

Section  1132. 

"Nothing  herein  shall  deprive  of  his  office  any  person  now  holding 
the  office  of  quartermaster  with  the  rank  of  major." 

The  above-quoted  portion  of  sec.  1132  seems  to  be  based  on  the  act  of 
June  3,  1872.  This  latter  law  authorized  the  President  to  nominate 
certain  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  the  grade  they 
would  have  held  had  the  vacancies  created  bj^'  the  act  of  July  28, 18GG, 
been  filled  by  seniority.  I  imagine  the  act  of  June,  1872,  passed  for  a 
specific  purpose,  now  completed,  should  have  no  place  in  the  Revised 
Statutes.  There  is  nothing  in  the  act  to  justify  the  note  in  above  quo- 
tation. 

Section  1135. 

This  section  revives  the  act  of  December  15, 1814,  noted  as  "obso- 
lete" in  Stat,  at  Large,  vol.  3,  page  151. 

Section  1136. 

This  section  requires  "detailed  estimates"  to  be  submitted  to  Congress, 
&c.  That  is  taken  from  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1859, 
but  was  not  this  provision  superseded  by  the  act  of  May  18,  1872,  (not 
noticed  by  the  reviser  in  his  references,)  which  requires  simply  the  spe- 
cial authority  of  Congress  to  be  obtained? 
The  joint  resolution  of  September  11, 1841,  recites: 
"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  officers  of  the  United  States  having  any 
of  the  title  papers  (property  purchased  or  about  to  be  purchased  for  erec- 
tion of  public  buildings,)  •  in  their  possession,  to  luruish  them  forth- 
with to  the  Attorney-General.  ♦  •  •  No  public  money  shall  be  ex- 
pended •  *  until  the  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney- General  shall 
be  had."    •    •    • 

Does  not  the  above  affect  Array  officers,  and  should  it  not  have  been 
noticed  ? 

Section  1139. 

The  provision  of  this  section  (marginal  reference)  appears  to  have 
been  taken  from  the  first  section  of  act  of  May  18,  182G. 
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Tliis  act  required  tlie  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to 
receive  from  the  **  purchasing  department''  all  clothing,  ciimp  and  gar- 
risoD  equipage  required  for  the  troops,  and  makes  it  the  dnty  of  the 
Quartermaster-General  to  prescribe  a  "system  of  accountability  for  all 
clothing  and  equipage  issued  to  the  Army. ^ 

Hov  the  above  can  be  construed  to  cover  a  ^^  system  of  accounta- 
Vilxty  for  all  guar  termaster's  supplies  to  the  Army  ^  or  to  officers^  seamen^  and 
viorines^^  is  beyond  my  understanding. 

The  aecoantability  system  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  pro- 
vi<lHl  for,  in  general  terms,  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  March  28« 
1812. 

Note.— The  9th  section  of  act  of  July  5,  1838,  required  all  appoint- 
ments in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  be  macle  from  the  Army. 
Wjw  the  provision  ever  repealed  f  I  find  nothing  ou  the  subject  in  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

Section  1143. 

Tliis  section  revives  the  act  of  December  15, 1814,  noted  as  *'  obsolete" 
in  Stat,  at  Large,  vol.  3,  p.  151. 

Note. — I  find  no  provision  of  law  looking  to  appointments  in  the 
Subiiitttence  Department. 

Section  1150. 

The  words  "at  cost  prices"  in  the  sixth  line  of  this  section  should,  I 
tbiuk,  be  left  out.  The  prohibition  of  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
purch<<se  or  sale  of  articles  enumerated,  is  intended  to  be  absolute  and 
iiut  regulated  by  the  fact  that  such  articles  are  sold  at  cost  prices. 

Section  1157. 

The  act  of  July  28, 1866,  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make 
«letiiil8  from  the  engineer  battalion  for  signal  duty — a  duty  not  noticed 
I'.v  rhis  section.  (Since  found  in  section  1196.  This  illustrates  the 
difficulty  of  properly  dividing  sections  of  laws  under  appropriate  heads.) 

Tbeouly  duty  imposed  by  the  Revised  Statutes  on  the  Chief  Engineer 
^mt$  to  be  to  regulate  number  and  form  of  tools,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the 
♦•ngiueer  battalion.  The  law  of  March  2,  1867,  requiring  him  person- 
3ily,  or  by  proxy,  to  act  as  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  and  the 
Joitit  resolution  of  March  29,  1867,  authorizing  him  to  employ  civil  en- 
giijeers,  seeiu  to  have  been  overlooked. 

Section  1166. 

Should  not  "  military  department"  be  substituted  for  "district"  in 
f^'oud  line?  This  section  recites  section  5,  of  the  act  of  February  8, 
1*^15,  at  which  time  the  country  was  divided  into  ten  military  districts. 
The  word  "district"  in  this  sense  is  obsolete. 

Section  11C8. 

Should  not  the  last  sentence  of  this  section  be  left  out!  All  the 
^rhjinulraeancies  created  by  the  act  of  July  28,  1866,  in  grade  of  assist- 
ant surgeon  were  filled  nearly  ten  years  ago.  ,    ^r^^,r^ 
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Note.— The  act  of  April  16,  1862,  cre«ating  the  office  of  assistant 
sargebn-general,  provided  for  the  selection  of  that  officer  from  the  Medi- 
cal Corps  of  the  Army,  and,  further,  that  the  office  should  be  abolished 
at  the  end  of  the  war.  The  act  of  July  28,  18GG,  provided  for  au  as- 
sistant surgeon-general.  Did  it  revive  the  former  act,  and,  if  so,  is  the 
assistant  sorgeou-geueral  to  be  selected  or  promoted  ? 

Section  1182. 

The  assistant  pay  masters- general  are  fo  have  rank  of  colonel  of 
cavalry  ;  the  Paymaster-General,  rank  of  colonel.  As  the  act  of  July 
15, 1870,  allows  same  pay  to  field-officers,  regardless  of  arm  of  service 
to  which  attached,  this  matters  little ;  but  as  cavalry  takes  precedence 
of  infantry,  might  not  an  assistant  pa} master- general,  (in  view  of  ob- 
scurity of  definition,)  claim  precedence  of  his  chief! 

I  think  not,  for  the  office  of  Paymaster-General  carries  inherent  pre- 
cedence. But  such  points  should  not  be  ambiguous  because  of  the 
various  interpretations  of  law  by  various  minds. 

Section  1186. 

"The  Paymaster-General  shall  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  under 
the  direction  of  the  President."  Is  not  this  applicable  also  to  chiefs  of 
the  other  staff  corps  f    If  yes,  why  this  special  enunciation  ! 

Section  1193, 

See  note  to  sec.  1168.  •  Should  not  the  Assistant  Surgeon-General  be 
added  to  the  list  of  persons  enumerated  in  this  section  t 

Section  1198. 

In  this  section  the  language  of  the  act  of  July  28, 1866,  has  been  used, 
but  in  a  revision  and  codification  of  the  laws,  it  seems  to  me  it  would 
have  been  better  to  enumerate  some  of  the  principal  duties  of  the  Jud^e- 
Advocate-General  of  the  Army  under  the  Bureau  of  Military  Justice 
regime,  than  to  make  the  bald  announcement  that  the  Judge- Advocate- 
General  shall  perfor^i  the  duties  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General. 

Section  121«. 

I  know  of  no  "  certificate  of  merit"  granted  since  1850.  "  Medals  of 
honor"  are  given  now  for  distinguished  service  lu  the  field.  The  law  of 
March  3, 1847,  relative  to  certificates  of  merit,  is  embodied  in  this  sec- 
tion, but  sec.  6,  of  act  of  March  3, 1863,  on  subject  of  medals  (ch.  79,  p. 
751,  vol.  12)  is  not  noticed. 

It  is  generally  supposed  certificates  of  merit  were  confined  to  Mexican 
war  service  and  none  have  been  given  for  any  other. 

Section  1217. 

This  section  recites  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  28,  1SG6, 
increasing  the  Army.  That  law  has  been  executed  and  the  requiremeuts 
of  this  section  appear  to  me  to  lack  meaning  now. 

Secxion  1224. 

This  section  is  nngrammntical. 

It  begins :  ^^  Officers  of  the  Army,''  but  forbids  their  cmplgyment  as 
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"acting  paymaster  or  disbursing  agent,  •    •    •    if  such  extra  employ- 
ment require  that  he  be.'' 

Section  1229. 

This  section  repeats  part  of  section  1342,  (Article  of  War,  No.  99,)  and 
the  two  sections  seem  to  be  inconsistent. 

Section  1242. 

This  section  recites  part  of  section  23  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1863. 
Shoak!  not  notice  have  been  taken  of  section  25  of  thiit  act  authorizing 
prosecution  and  prescribing  punishment  of  persons  not  in  the  military 
service,  buying  clothing,  &c.,  from  soldiers  f 

Sections  1243, 1259, 1200. 

See  notes  on  slip  following  this  page. 

XoTE.— Should  not  section  1267  have  been  made  section  1264  !  It 
lias  peculiar  affinities  with  sections  1262  and  1263. 

Section  1243. 

[Embodying  section  15,  act  3  August,  1861,  and  section  4,  act  15 
July,  1870.]    • 

"  When  an  officer  has  served  forty  consecutive  years  •  ♦  he  thallj 
if  he  makes  application  therefor,  be  retired    •    ♦     . 

"When  an  officer  has  been  thirty  years  in  the  service,  he  may,  upon 
bis  own  application,  in  the  discretion  of  the  President,  be  retired   •  *." 

Section  15,  act  3  August,  1861,  reads:  "♦An  ♦  ♦  officer  who 
shall  have  served  forty  consecutive  years  ♦  ♦  mayj  upon  his  own 
ai»plication    •    •    be  placed  upon  the  retired  list,"  &c. 

Section  1259. 

Gives  act  April  6, 1870,  authorizing  asssignment  of  retired  officers  to 
•hilyat  Soldiers'  Home,  but  entirely  omits  the  proviso,  viz  :  '*  Provided, 
Tliatthey  receive  from  the  Government  only  the  pay  and  emolumeuts 
allowed  by  law  to  retired  officers*" 

Section  1260. 

jS  ction  23,  act  15  July,  1870.]  "Any  retired  officer  may,  on  his  own 
api>licatiou,  be  detailed  to  serve  as  professor  in  any  college." 

in  the  act  is  added  ^^  but  while  so  serving  such  officer  shall  be  allowed 
no  ailditional  compensation,"  which  part  is  omitted  in  the  lievised 
Statutes. 

Section  1278. 

The  marginal  reference  indicates  that  the  provision  of  this  section  is 
hased  on  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  June  20,  1864,  but  the  provisions 
<>^  this  last  section  expired  by  statutory  limitation,  (sec.  14,  of  act  of 
July  15, 1870,  vol.  16,  ch.  294,  p.  319,)  June  30, 1871. 
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Section  1295. 

This  section  sa.ys  matrons  and  nurses  "shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one 
ration  daily,  but  section  1277  allows  them  commutation  therefor.  Should 
not  the  two  sections  be  made  to  harmonize  entirely  f 

Section  1296. 

This  section  is  based  on  part  of  section  f  of  the  act  of  April  24,  181C' 
vol.  3,  ch.  69,  p.  298.  The  latter  part  of  this  section  (7)  provides  that 
the  manner  of  issuing  and  acconntiuj;  for  clothing  shall  be  established 
in  the  general  regulations.  Was  it  not  law  at  the  date  of  revision  and 
should  it  not  have  been  noticed? 

Section  1304. 

The  act  of  May  18,  1826,  third  section,  upon  which  this  section  is 
based,  was  amended  by  section  2  of  the  act  of  February  7,  186J,  (vol. 

12,  ch.  22,  p.  641,)  which  authorized,  the  submission  of  affidavit.^,  &c., 
and  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  section  25,  of  act  of  March  3,  1865,  (vol. 

13,  ch.  79,  p.  491,)  was  empowered  to  detail  one  or  more  of  the  em- 
ployes of  his  Department  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  oaths 
required  by  law  in  the  settlement  of  officers'  accounts  for  clothing,  &c. 
Should  not  the  acts  above  quoted  have  been  noticed  in  connection  with 
this  section! 

• 

Sections  1327, 1328,  and  1329. 

The  marginal  reference  to  the  act  of  8  August,  1848,  should  be  altered 
to  read  '-8  August,  1846." 

Section  1339. 

This  section  entitles  a  cadet  to  "one  ration  a  day."    The  second  sec- 
tion ot  the  act  of  February  28,  1867,  gave  them  the  "ration  now  re- 
ceived by  the  acting  midshipmen  at  the  Naval  Academy."    Does  this 
last  differ  from  the  Army  ration  given  by  this  section  f 
_  Notes  on  chapter  Ave  (Articles  of  War)  have  already  been  submitted. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

By  section  5,  act  of  July  4,  1836,  (vol.  5,  ch.  356,  p.  117,)  amended  by 
sections  1,  2,  and  3  of  act  of  July  23,  1868,  (vol.  15,  ch.  227,  p.  16J>,) 
the  President  is  authorized  to  designate  an  officer  to  take  temporary 
charge  of  any  of  the  Bureaus  of  the  War  Department  during  absence, 
&c.,  of  its  projier  chief. 

These  laws  are  embodied  in  sections  178-182,  Title  4,  Executive 
Departments.  Should  not  reference  to  those  sections  be  made  in  the 
sections  of  Title  14,  the  Army,  establishing  the  Bureaus  of  the  War 
Department  ? 

For  a  similar  reason  should  not  Title  14,  the  Army,  Title  59,  chapter 
2,  the  Soidit^rs'  Home,  and  Title  69,  chapter  4,  Government  Hospital  lor 
the  insane,  be  made  to  connect  in  some  wayf 

Section  128(>,  page  221,  establishes  the  pay  of  enlisted  men  of  the 
Army  ;  but  after  exhausting  Title  14,  and  passing  the  Navy,  diplomatic 
officers,  the  Territories,  the  internal  revenue,  &c.,  it  is  found,  \)j  section 
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4^19.  fiage  942,  that  twelve  and  a  half  ceDt<8  of  that  pay  is  to  be 

SectioQs  1182-1190  woald,  at  first  fs^lance,  seem  to  exhaust  the  laws 
affectiotc  the  pay-departmeut ;  but,  passing  over  some  seven  hundred 
p:)?eis  a  section  is  found  requiring  that  department  to  pass  certain  col- 
ltt:te<l  moneys  to  the  credit  of  certain  commissioners. 

Section  1  of  act  of  March  3, 1873,  gives  the  engineer-officer  in  charge 
of  the  pablic  buildings  and  grounds  the  rank,  &c.,  of  a  colonel. 

This  section  is,  it  is  supposed,  somewhere  within  the  covers  of  the 
K^vLse<l  Statutes;  but  it  seems  to  me  the  sections  affecting  the  ''  Engi- 
Deff  Bureau  "  ahould  be  made  to  connect  with  it. 

Section  1195  says:  *' There  shall  be  a  Chief  Signal-Officer,"  and  pre- 
^rihes  his  rank  aod  duties;  but  the  authority  to  sell  surplus  maps,  &c., 
Thich  authority,  in  terms,  is  vested  in  that  officer,  is  found  in  section 
riT,  in  Title  6,  Department  of  War. 

Shoald  not  the  same  section  (1195)  be  made  to  connect  with  section 
2:'3,  providing  for  the  working  of  the  lines  under  the  direction  of  the 
Cbiff  Signal-Offic-er  f 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  Gtnen'oL 

Adjutant-Genebal's  Office, 

September  15,  1875. 


Report  upon  inaccurciciee  and  omissions  in  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Seftion  227,  page  36,  appears  to  relate  to  details  of  the  duty  of  the 
Chief  Signal-Officer,  and  to  be  unnecessarily  inserted  among  the  provis- 
.vOitof  law  relating  s|)ecially  to  the  Secretary  of  War;  All  the  duties 
^  the  Chief  Signal  Qfficer  are  bylaw  (as  set  forth  in  section  1195,  page 
'VI)  performed  uuder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the 
'kailH  provided  for  in  section  227  would  seem  to  naturally  follow  section 
.195  in  connectiou  with  the  three  sections  relating  to  the  signal-service 
•4  page  212.  ^ 

The  Chief  Signal-Officer  has  frequent  necessity  for  action  in  reference 
"the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  24,  1806,  (Statutes,  vol.  14,  p.  221,) 
•:Jtuied  ^*An  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  telegraph  lines  and  to 
^ure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  . 
••(her  purposes,"  and  the  provisions  of  the  several  other  acts  of  Oon- 
•rre^  more  or  less  accurately  set  forth  iu  Title  LXV,  '^Telegraphs,'' 
Wfe  10:54. 

Ue  ftubmits  the  following  suggestions : 

Iq  section  526G  it  is  provided  that  the  Government  telegrams  speci- 
-<^1  shall  be  **at  such  rates  as  the  Postmaster-General  shall  annually 
-^.^  No  allusion  is  made  to .  this  duty  of  the  Postmaster-General  iu 
Title  IX,  »*Tlie  Post-Office  Department,"  page  64. 

In  (tevtion  5266,  Title  LXV,  page  1024,  there  appears  to  be  two  errors 
''f  omission.  Id  section  2  of  the  act  approved  July  24,  1806,  (Statutes, 
^^*  14,  p.  221,)  the  language  is  as  follows :  ^Ani  be  it  further  enacted ^ 
Th;(t  telegraphic  communications  between  the  several  Departments  of 
•^**  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  and  their  officers  and  agents 
'ball,  in  their  transmission  over  the  lines  of  any  of  said  companies,  have 
HVtrity  overall  other  business,  and  shall  be  sent  at  rates  to  be  annually 
txtd  by  tb^  Postmaster-General."  j 
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The  first  section  of  tbat  act  to  which  the  words  "  said  companies'' 
refer  back  corresponds  with  the  two  sections  5263  and  6;;G4  of  the  revis- 
ion ;  and  sections  5265  and  5267  together,  correspond  with  the  tliird 
section  of  the  same  act.  The  language  of  section  5266  inserts  as  explan- 
atory, after  the  words  "any  telegraph  company,"  the  words  "to  which 
lias  been  given  the  right  of  way,  timber,  or  station  lands,  from  the  pub- 
lic domain,''  which  are  not  in  the  second  section  of  the  act,  or  in  any 
part  of  the  act  in  the  same  connection.  The  mandatory  words  "and 
shall  be  sent,"  in  the  act,  are  also  wholly  omitted.  It  is  further  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  first  word  of  the  section,  "  telegrams,"  is  a  change  of  ttie 
wording  of  the  act  which  reads  "telegraphic  communications,"  &c.,  and 
it  being  possible  that  some  construction  might  be  given  to  the  changed 
expression  as  differing  from  the  actual  language  of  Congress  it  would 
seem  desirable  that  the  exact  language  of  the  act  should  be  preserved. 
It  is  considered  desirable  for  greater  certainty  to  use,  in  addition  to  the 
explanatory- words,  the  same  expression,  referring  to  the  act  as  is  used 
in  section  5265,  and  to  include  the  mandatory  words  mentioned,  so  that 
the  i)aragraph  will  read  as  follows,  viz :  "  Telegraphic  communications 
between  the  several  Departments  of  the  Government,  and  their  officers 
and  agent?,  in  their  transmission  over  the  lines  of  any  telegraph  com* 
iiany,  to  which  has  been  given  the  right  of  way,  timber,  or  station- 
lands,  from  the  public  domain,  or  the  rights  and  privileges  granted 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  twenty- fourth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-six,  entitled  "  An  act  to  sid  in  the  construction  of  telegraph 
lines,  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal, 
military,  and  other  purposes,"  or  under  this  title  shall  have  priority  over 
all  other  business,  and  shall  be  sent  at  such  rates  as  the  Postmaster- 
General  shall  annually  fix. 

There  is  also  an  apparent  omission  in  section  5268.  In  the  act  last 
above  referred  to,  sec.  4,  is  as  follows:  "And  be  it  further  enacted  that 
before  any  telegraph  company  shall  exercise  any  of  the  powers  or  priv- 
ili»es  conferred  by  this  act,  such  company  shall  file  their  written  ac- 
ceptance with  the  Postmaster-General  of  the  restrictions  and  obliga- 
tions required  by  this  act."  The  language  of  section  52(>8  is  "powers 
and  privileges  conferred  by  law,"  and  "restrictions  and  oblitrations  re- 
quired by  law,"  thus  leaving  vague  and  undetenniuate  what  befoi*e  was 
clearly  expresseil  in  the  nature  of  a  specific  contract.  The  same  reasons 
which  required  a  full  reference  to  the  act  in  the  following  section,  52()9/ 
would  seem  to  operate  here  so  that  the  section  in  question  should  read 
us  lollows:  "Belore  any  telegraph  company  shall  exercise  anj'  of  the 
powers  or  privileges  conferred  l»y  the  act  approved  July  twenty -fourth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six,  entitled  'An  act  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  telegraph  lines  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  the 
same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes,'  or  by  this  title  such 
company  shall  file  its  written  acceptance  with  the  Postmaster  General 
of  the  restrictions  and  obligations  required  by  the  aforesaid  act  and  by 
this  title." 

There  is  also  an  apparent  omission  in  the  end  of  section  5569.  This 
section  is,  in  other  respects,  accurately  compiled  from  a  part  of  the  act 
apiiroved  June  10,  1872,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy  three,  and  for  other  puriwses," 
(Statutes,  vol.  17,  p.  129,)  but  the  concluding  words  of  the  correspond- 
ing paragraph  of  the  latter  are  as  follows :  *'To  be  recovered  l)y  an  ac- 
tion or  actions  at  law  in  any  district  court  of  the  United  States!"    This 
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choice  of  the  locality  of  the  tribanal  on  this  subject  would  appear  to 
have  been  intentionally  provided  by  Congress. 

The  inaccuracies  above  pointed  out  are,  perhaps,  the  more  important, 
because  the  wording  of  the  original  acts  ha^s  been  the  subject  of  two 
opinions,  which  have  guided  this  Office  in  its  discharge  of  duty.  These 
are  referred  to  as  directed  in  War  Department  circular,  dated  March 
18, 1875,  and  are  as  follows: 

Opinion  of  Hon.  Wm.  Whiting,  assistant  to  the  Attorney-General, 
with  reference  to  certain  matters  between  the  United  States  and  the 
tdegraph  companies,  upon  the  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress  ap« 
proved  July  24,  1866,  dated  Dec.  17, 1871. 

Opinion  of  Uon.  Keverdy  Johnson,  Assistant  Attorney  General,  in  re- 
sponse to  questions  ui)on  the  same  general  subject,  dated  April  6, 1874. 

A  copy  of  each  of  these  opinions  is  inclosed  herewith. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

ALBERT  J.  MYER, 
Brig.  Oenl.^  (Bvt.  Assgd.^)  Chief  iSignal-Officer  oftlie  Army. 


Baltimore,  April  6, 1B74. 

Sin:  The  8i»Tpral  qncwtions  npon  which  yon  have  desired  my  opinion,  I  have  considered 
»iiii  the  care  d»'fnAnu«'d  by  their  importance. 

The  questions  are  these : 

Tint.  Is  the  act  of  the  *i4th  July,  1866,  entitled  *'An  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  tele- 
:nph  lines,  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and 
■ -btr  parpiises/*  constitutional?  And  are  the  subsequent  acts  of  JOth  June,  ljc$7*i, and  3d 
Mircb,  IKT:),  also  constitutional  f 

Second.  The  Wf  stem  Union  and  other  teleip-aph  companies  havingf  accepted  the  terms  of 
tb-act  of  24rh  Jnly,  1866,  what  are  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and  the  obligations  of 
th*  rofftpanies  by  virtue  of  the  same  f 

I  proceed  tu  consider  these  questions  in  their  order. 

The  sntbority  of  Congress  to  pass  the  actii  in  question  is  nnder  the  provinion  in  the  eighth 
vfiiooof  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  gives  to  that  bodv 
;"<wn  "  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
'!:•>  Indian  tribes." 

Tbe^  powers,  like  all  others  vested  in  Congress,  unless  they  are  expressly  restricted  by 
'  a<e  other  provision  in  the  Constitution,  or  by  their  very  nature,  are  unlimited  in  regard  to' 
'>«tibject  with  which  they  deal.  And  it  is  equally  true  that  they  are  intended  to  continue 
I'I'iogss  the  Government  exists.  This  commercial  clause  was  designed  to  avert  the  mis- 
'>f  resulting  from  conflicting  commercial  regulations  by  the  several  Stntefi.  It  is,  we 
'i^v,  historically  true,  that  such  regulations,  more  than  any  other  one  cause, led  to  the 
^-'•pcoij  of  the  Constitution.  Indeed,  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  States  demanded 
"it legislation  upon  the  subject  should  be  made  impossible.  The  end  for  which  the  power 
■^  r^ted  in  Congress,  it  was  evident,  could  not  be  accomplinhed  by  the  States.  Their 
''^iietion  extended  only  over  their  respective  limits.  No  regulation  made  by  them  nepa- 
'»iv  oiuld  exce**d  those  limits.  Commerce,  therefore,  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the 
•^>ei&l  States,  could  only  be  regulated  by  a  power  possessing  general  jurisdiction.  The 
i-'-nr  of  the  CouKtitution — and  all  the  powers  with  wtiich  Congress  is  clothed  are  in  ac- 
'TUnce  with  that  theory — is  that  every  power  which  could  not  be  exercised  by  the  States 
^t-wrately  should  be  vested  in  Congress.  The  object  of  the  convention  was  to  establish  a 
7><'>niir.ent  for  a  great  nation,  and  was,  of  course,  to  repose  in  it  every  authority  necessary 
-"attain  that  result  and  to  secure  union  and  harmony  at  home  as  well  as  pcacH  abroad.  In 
>»:ion  to  the  powers  HO  conferred,  the  Supreme  Court  has,  over  and  over  again,  declared 
*'"*£  th»-y  are  to  be  construed  as  if  there  were  no  State  governments.  The  constituency  of 
■'>frt»iienil  Government  are  the  people  of  the  whole  country  ;  the  constituency  of  the  State 
roveninients  are  the  people  of  the  States  respectivuly.  In  the  language  of  Chief  JuMtic» 
^«>ball  in  the  ciwe  of  McCulloch  »».  Maryland,  4  Wheaton,  4ii6,  •*  If  any  proposition 
^' 'jM  comniaad  the  universal  assent  of  mankind,  we  might  expect  it  would  be  this:  that 
'<»^ii)Teniniettt  of  the  Union,  though  limited  in  its  powers,  is  supieme  within  its  sphere  of 
i-noi).  This  would  seem  to  result  necessarily  from  its  nature.  It  is  the  government  of  all ; 
^powers  lie  delegated  by  all;  it  represents  all  and  acts  for  all."  Every  ptm-er  incidental 
'<K  ikoAe  expmwlv  granted  is  as  much  granted  as  the  expressly  granted  power.  And  every 
>«rr  not  limited  is  intended  to  exist  during  the  entire  continuance  of  the  Government. 
^<>«  design  of  the  framers  of  the  ConatUution  was  that  it  should'  be  for  all  time,  unless  it       t 
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should  be  coDBtitutionalljr  modified.  Nor,  in  the  exercise  of  the  incidental  powers  which 
Congress  posseHses,  are  they  limited  to  the  use  of  the  means  known  to  exist  at  the  date  of 
the  Constitation.  What€<yer  means,  therefore,  maj  at  any  time,  through  experience,  or  bj 
the  dincovenes  of  science,  or  in.  any  other  way  be  found  oat,  may  be  reported  to.  To  apply 
tliese  remarks  to  the  subject  before  me :  Tbe  matters  to  be  regulated  are,  iirRt,  foreif^n  com- 
merce; second,  commerce  among  the  States ;  and  third,  commerce  among  the  Indian  tribes. 
Wbaterer  powers  are  incidental  to  the  regulation  of  the  first,  are  equally  incidenfal  to  the 
regulation  of  the  second  and  third.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  obvinus.  The  term  is  found  in 
the  same  section  and  in  the  same  clause  of  tbe  Constitation.  .  Whatever,  therefore,  is  com- 
merce  among  the  States  may  be  regulated  by  Congress,  as  well  as  whatever  is  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.  What,  then,  is  commerce,  as  the  term  is  here  used  7  is  it  traffic  alone, 
or  is  it  not  also  intercourse,  and  the  means  by  which  traffic  and  intercourse  may  be  carried 
onf  If  any  doubt  existed  upon  such  a  point,  it  was  removed  by  the  decision  of  tbe  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Gibbonn  es  Ogden,9  Wheaton,  I.  In  that 
case  the  court  said  that  **  Commerce  nndoubtedlv  is  traffic,  hut  it  in  something  more — it  is 
intercourse;"  and  also  said:  *'All  America  understands  and  has  uniformly  understood  tbe 
word  commerce  to  comprehend  navigation.  It  was  so  understood,  and  must  have  been  so 
understood,  when  tbe  Constitution  was  framed."  Whether  the  power  be  exclusively  vested 
in  the  United  States,  or  remains  for  any  purpose  in  the  States,  is  a  proportion  which  I  need 
not  examine.  It  is,  however,  I  think,  clear  from  tbe  opinion  from  which  I  have  quoted  that 
the  judges  who  decided  that  case  thought  that  the  power  was  excluMve.  Subst^quent  de- 
cisions of  the  same  tribunal,  or  rather  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  judges,  leave  this  point  iu 
doubt.  But  there  has  been  a  uniform  concurrence  of  views  upon  this  point — that  where, 
under  the  authority  of  the  commercial  clause,  Congress  has  regulated  to  any  extent  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations  or  among  the  several  States,  such  regulation  displaces  all  exist- 
ing similar  or  inconsistent  State  regulations,  and  prohibits  their  adoption  as  long  as  the 
congressional  legislation  remains. 

Whatever,  therefore,  is  a  regulation  by  Congress,  and  tends  to  accomplish  the  end  for 
which  the  power  was  given,  must  be  constitutional.  No  authority  claimed  under  a  State, 
in  conflict  with  it,  hss  any  validity.  Nothing  that  a  State  can  do,  by  legislation  or  other- 
wise, can  ill  the  slightest  degree  limit  the  power.  In  the  case  already  quoted,  as  well  as  in 
the  case  of  McCulloch  vs.  Maryland,  4  Wheaton,  it  was  held  thnt  the  question,  what  means 
Congress  can  resort  to  to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  any  granted  power,  is  a  matter  entirely 
within  its  discretion.  The  language  of  the  court  in  the  latter  case,  pnge  421,  is  "  Let  tbe 
end  be  legitimate,  let  it  be  within  the  scope  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  means  which  are 
appropriate,  which  are  plainly  adapted  to  tnat  end  which  are  not  prohibited  but  connist  with 
the  letter  and  spii it  of  the  Constitution,  are  c«mMtitutional."  This  diHcretion  belonging  to 
Congre8S,  the  manner  of  exercising  it  is  fur  them  to  decide.  The  object  of  the  act«uf  '24th 
■July,  lrM5H,  as  declared  in  its  title,  is  to  secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  telegraph  lines 
'*'  for  postal,  military,  and  other  purposes.'*  The  power  to  establish  post-offices  and  post- 
•roads,  and  to  declare  war,  to  raise  armies  and  provide  navies,  wsa  expressly  vested  in  Cou- 
:gress.  Whatever,  therefore,  could  aid  in  any  way  the  work  of  the  Army  or  tbe  Navy  or 
the  postal  service,  is  within  the  discretionary  power  of  Congress.  That  the  telegraph  will 
assist  in  acc4>mplishiug  these  results  is  clear.  In  time  of  war  or  of  threatened  war,  rapid 
•communication  between  the  Government  and  the  Army  may  be  all-important.  And  so  in 
relation  to  the  mails  and  the  Navy.  It  may  be  vital  thst  a'fleet  or  a  ship  should  sail  on  a 
certain  day ;  that  any  impediments,  by  violence  or  otherwise,  to  the  transmission  of  the 
mails  may  be  removed  at  the  earliest  period,  and  this  can  be  best  accomplished  tbroagh  tbe 
oneansof  information  furnished  by  the  telegiaph.  Tbe  operation,  too,  of  the  signal  service, 
the  beneficial  UHeof  which  is  now  so  universally  acknowledged,  cannot  be  accomplished  by 
4iny  otht-r  mode  than  by  telegraph.  Its  beneficial  use  depends  upon  the  receipt  iu  Washing- 
lou  of  information  of  the  state  of  the  weather  in  every  part  of  the  country.  This  informa- 
tion enables  the  Bureau  to  predict  from  day  to  day,  with  reasonable  precision,  the  state  uf 
the  weather  for  tbe  next  twenty-four  hours.  This  scientific  prediction  may  be  most  impor- 
tant to  tbe  commercial  as  well  as  to  the  naval  marine  of  the  country.  When  may  a  fleet 
or  ship  hail  with  a  reasonable  hope  that  they  will  encounter  no  extraordinary  peril  from  the 
-winds*  and  waves,  and  when  may  they  expect  such  perils  T  This  knowledge  can  only  be  dis- 
(tributed  throughout  our  ports  by  telegraph  operated  by  the  Bureau,  or  controlled  by  it  so 
far  as  its  dispatches  are  concerned.  That  the  assistance  of  the  telegraph  is  indispensable 
to  these  objects  isobvious,  and  it  is  equally  obvious  that  the  mode  in  which  this  a»sisrance  is 
to  be  rendered  should  be  placed  iu  the  bands  and  under  the  exclusive  control*  of  tbe  Gov- 
•einnient.  This  is  the  purpose  of  the  act  of  IfiG^  and  the  subsequent  acts.  Their  constitu- 
tionality, therefore,  in  my  judgment,  is  free  of  all  reasonable  duubt. 

The  next  question  uoder  this  head  is :  Can  the  United  States  themselves  lay  a  telegraph 
line  along  the  several  railroads  for  their  own  usef  To  give  them  the  power  to  communi- 
cate by  telegraph,  sud  deny  them  the  right  to  establidb  a  telegraph  line,  seems  to  me  to  be 
simply  absurd.  That  tbe  railroads  in  the  country  have  been  constructed  for  tbe  nvost  part 
under  the  authority  of  State  charters  in  no  manner  affects  tbe  question.  If  the  United 
States  would  have  had  the  authority,  as  I  think  they  clearly  would,  to  construct  telegraph 
Uues  over  the  sties  occi\pied  by  the  railroads,  they  cannot  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  estab- 
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lish  ioch  lines  over  or  liiong  the  railroads ;  if,  by  so  dutafr.  tbey  in  no  way  injnre  the  work- 
ing of  the  roads.    Upon  the  whole, tbon,  in  rererence  to  the  question  submitted  to  me.  I  am  , 
of  opinion  that  the  acts  referred  to  ofi{4th  July,  l€66,  10th  Juue,  1872,  and  3d  Maruh, 
1'73,  are  eoDstitutional. 

Second.  The  Western  Union  and  other  telej^raph  companies  having  accepted  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  the  24th  July,  1866,  what  are  the  rights  of  the  United  States  and  the  oblifira- 
tioo4  of  the  companies  7  The  act  in  question  conferred  ereat  privile^ifes  upon  the  com- 
paoies.  It  authorized  them  to  (construct  their  lines  through  the  Tenitories  of  the  United 
Stala,  and  fipraiired  them  valuable  portions  of  the  same.  The  righta  secured  to  the  United 
Stires are  that  the  telegrams  of  every  department  of  the  Go,vernment  shall  have  priority 
over  alt  other  business,  and  the  rates  fur  such  transmission  are  to  be  annually  fixed  by  the 
Poitmaster-General. 

What  those  rates  are  to  be  is  submitted  to  his  sole  judgment.  The  object  of  the  act  was 
topreto  the  United  States  the  authority  to  use  the  lines  generally.  No  limitation  of  the 
time  within  which  sach  right  is  to  be  exercised  is  provided  for.  Day  or  night,  and  at  any 
period  of  the  day  ornight,  the  right  may  be  exerted.  Any  restriction  upon  it  might  be 
prpjodicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed  to  have 
bwo  intended.  It  may  be  al'-important  to  send  communications  to  the  different  branches  of 
the  Amy,  wherever  they  may  be,  at  an  instant^s  notice.  And  so  in  relation  to  the  Navy. 
Tojpve  to  the  companies  the  authority  to  say  when  such  communications  shall  be  forwarded 
woald  be  to  submit  to  them  the  interests  of  the  Government.  This  could  never  have  been 
dnijrD«d. 

And  apon  no  rule  of  interpretation  can  the  act  be  so  construed.  That  the  companies  must 
bave,  if  this  right  is  in  the  United  States,  operators  at  their  several  stations,  day  and  night, 
Rsdy  to  receive  and  transmit  all  governmental  dispatches  that  may  be  handed  in,  is  within 
ib<> general  terms  ot  the  contract;  nor  is  the  inconvenience  to  the  companies  occasioned  by 
tbis  obligation  greater  than  that  which  is  occasioned  the  officers  of  the  Government.  In 
the  Signal  Bureau  some  one  of  the  operators  must  be  on  hand  at  all  times  during  the  twentv- 
i<mr  lu>ar8  to  receive  or  transmit  all  dispatches  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the 
B!iieaiL  The  sentinels  in  the  Army  are  to  be  posted  day  and  night.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  watches  in  the  naval  and  commercial  marine.  It  is  no  answer,  therefore,  to  the  rights 
clamed  by  the  United  States  that  its  enjoyment  of  them  will  cause  trouble  to  the  agents  of 
tile  companies.  It  is  a  trouble,  if  trouble  it  be,  which  the  companies  have  agree«l  to  assume, 
uid  a  trouble,  too,  which  at  times  may  be  vitally  important  to  the  true  intercRts  of  the 
(ivremment.  And  for  this  trouble  the  companies  have  oeen  well  compensated.  The  privi- 
^{ses  granted  to  them,  and  the  property  secured  to  them,  are  of  great  valne,  and  may  in 
tiath  faf  said  to  be  essential  to  their  welfare.  I  am  consequently  of  opinion  that  the  Govf  m« 
Q^athaa  a  right  at  all  times,  day  or  night,  to  have  their  messages  transmitted  by  the  com- 
P^&ies  who  have  asaented  or  may  assent  to  the  act  of  24th  July,  1866.  I  am  also  of  opinion 
thftt  the  Government  has  a  right  to  drop  their  telegrams  at  all  intermediate  stations,  between 
^i  place  from  which  they  are  sent  and  the  place  of  their  ultimate  destination.  The  right  to 
QiDsmit  involves  the  right  to  drop,  as  the  dropping  is  a  practice  well  known  and  used  in  the 
iTtasminion  of  telegrams.  | 

I  anderatand  that  the  Western  Union  Compa%  has  been  advised  that  the  rights  of  the 
^HiTemoient  and  their  own  are  seeuredl>v  the  contract  gruwing  out  of  the  act  of  JHS6,  and 
^  the  same  cannot  be  repealed  or  modified  bv  the  United  States.  Although  the  United 
^i*tei  have  not  attempted  to  exercise  such  a  right,  and  the  question  is  not  before  me,  vet  1 
^  it  doe  to  the  subject  to  say  that  the  idea  is  founded  upon  a  misapprehension  of  the 
(Citation. 

The  lOth  section  of  its  first  article  provides  that  '*no  State  shall  pass  any  law  impairing 
|be  obligation  of  contracts."  But  this  restriction,  by  its  very  terms,  applies  only  to  State 
l^iiation.  What  Congress  may  do,  and  is  authorized  to  do,  rests  upon  grounds  irre»nect- 
•^s of  this  provision.  That  such  is  the  correct  view,  several  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
^thellniteti  States  have  more  than  once  declared  in  official  opinions,  and  I  nm  not  aware 
lUt  any  judge  of  that  tribunal  has  ever  expresst'd  a  different  view.  The  only  limitation 
^pr>D  tlie  power  of  (/ongress  is  to  be  found  in  the  5th  constitutional  amendment,  which  ' 
wfiareetbat  **  private  property'*  shall  not  **be  taken  for  public  use  without  jutit  compen- 
tahon."  But  what  is  proposed  by  the  Government  in  this  instance  is  not  to  exercise  the 
'■fht  of  eminent  domain  by  appropriating  private  property  for  its  own  use,  but  to  insist  that 
^ecompanfts  shall  comply  with  their  engagements  entered  into  under  the  authority  of  the 
^  of  Jdy  3M,  1866,  and  for  which  they  have  been  fully  compensated.  But  conceding, 
!ff  argonient'  sake,  that  there  is  a  contract  between  the  Government  and  the  companies  who 
ignited  to  the  act  of  1866,  and  that  the  same  is  protected  by  the  constitutional  clause  first 
Herrcd  to,  it  is  btill  evident  that  the  same  will  not  be  in  any  way  impaired  by  the  Govern- 
If^t  not  sending  their  dispatches  through  those  companies,  or  by  constructing  a  telegraph 
la*  for  itsalf.  As  to  the  first,  the  Government  has  not  agreed  to  send  their  telegrams  by  tne 
^-^panies.  They  have  only  reserved  the  right  to  do  so.  They  may,  therefore,  not  send  any, 
w oalj  a  portionof  their  dispatches,  as  they  may  think  best. 

«coDdly.  By  constructing  a  line  for  itself,  running  near  or  in  juxtaposition  with  the 
eii«ting  lines,  they  will  not  violate  any  such  supposed  contract.    The  States  may  authorize    jlp 
Uffopetiiig  ittfaroMis,  or  canals,  or  bridges.    The  question  of  the  right  in  the  latter  instance   3 
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was  decided  in  favor  of  the  rigfht  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of 
the  ChHrles  River  Bridge  vs.  Warr»n  Bridfj^e,  11  Peters,  536.  If  a  State  has  the  autboritj 
here  adjudp^ed,  a  fortiori  have  the  United  States  I  nm,  therefore,  clearly  of  the  opinion  tbat 
the  Government  may  construct  a  line  of  its  own,  and  transmit  all  messages  which  it  may 
have  occasion  to  transmit,  and  that  the  same  will,  in  no  respect  ^whatever,  interfere  with  any 
right  of  the  texisting  companies. 

I  remain,  with  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

REVERDY  JOHNSON, 
Assistant  Attorueg-UeuermL 
Bvt.  Brigadier-General  Ar.BBRT  J.  Myer, 

ChUf  Stgnal^Officer,  Waskingtom,  D,  C. 


Opinion  of  Hon,  William  Whiting,  assistant  to  the  Aitorney'General,  teith  referenre  to  certain 
miittertt  htiuo-.n  the  United  States  and  the  telegraph  companies  upon  the  eonstraetion  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approvid  July  4,  l!H>6. 

35  Court  Strert,  Boston, 

December  17,  1871. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  letter  under  date  of  July  12, 
1871,  directed  to  me  as  special  assistant  to  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  you  request  my  opinion  upon  the  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
4,  I8<)6,  which  relates  to  telegraph  companies,  and  especially  upon  the  questions  whether 
the  Uiiited  States  Government  has  the  right  of  priority  in  the  transmission  of  its  dispatches, 
whether  prepayment  therefor  can  be  lawfully  insisted  on,  and  what  remedies  there  are  for 
non- performance  of  their  duties  by  such  companies  i 

This  act  was  designed,  as  the  language  of  its  title  declares,  **  to  aid  in  constructing;  tele- 
graph lilies,"  also,  '*to  secure  to  the  Goverument  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military, 
and  other  purposes."  To  **  aid  in  their  construction,"  the  United  States  conceded  to  such 
companies  then  or  thereafter  to  be  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  State  of  the  Union,  after 
having  first  accepted  thn  restrictions  and  obligations  required  by  this  act,  the  following 
rights  and  privileges,  namely  : 

1.  To  construct,  operate,  and  maintain  lines  of  telegraph  through  and  over  any  portion  of 
the  public  domain  ot  the  United  States ;  over  and  along  auy  of  the  military  or  post  roads  of 
the  United  States,  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  declared  such  by  act  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  over,  under,  or  across  the  navigable  streams  or  waters  of  the  United  States,  if 
constructed  and  maintained  so  as  not  to  obstruct  navigation  or  interfere  with  ojrdiuary 
travel. 

2.  To  take  and  use  from  such  public  lands  the  stone,  timber,  and  other  material  necessary 
for  its  posts,  piers,  stations,  and  other  needful  uses  in  the  construction,  maintenance,  and 
operation  of  their  lines. 

3.  To  pre  empt  and  use  such  portions  of  the  unoccupied  lands,  subject  to  pre-emption, 
through  which  its  lines  may  be  located,  asSnay  be  necessary  for  its  stations,  not  exceseding 
forty  acres  for  each  station,  such  stations  not  being  within  fifteen  miles  of  each  other. 

To  *' secure  to  the  Government  the  use  of  said  telegraph  lines  for  postal,  military,  and 
other  purposes,"  the  act  provides  that  the  United  States  shall  have — 

1.  The  right  to  purchase  said  telegraph  lines  at  any  time  after  July  24,  1871,  at  an  ap- 
praised value,  to  be  ascertained  by  five  competent  disinterested  persons,  two  of  whom  shall 
be  selected  by  the  Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States,  two  by  the  companies,  and  one 
by  the  four  thus  previously  selected. 

2.  The  right  to  have  all  telegraphic  communications  between  the  several  Departments  of 
the  Government,  its  ufiicers  and  agents,  transmitted  upon  all  such  lines  of  telegraphs  by 
the  agents  and  servants  of  said  telegraphic  companies. 

3.  The  right  of  priority  over  all  other  business  in  the  transmission  of  such  telegraphic 
communications. 

4.  Th*'  right  to  have  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  said  telegraph  companies  for  the 
transmission  of  such  communications  determined  by  the  Postmaster -General,  who  is  author- 
ized annually  to  fix  and  establish  the  rates  thereof. 

The  question  has  been  raised  whether  these  companies  have  the  right  to  require  prepay- 
ment before  transmitting  Government  messages  * 

It  is  said  that  in  their  ordinary  business  prepayment  is  insisted  on  and  required  by  their 
rules  and  regulations  as  essential  to  secure  compensation  for  their  services,  ahd  that  they  are 
under  no  obligation  to  plac«  the  agents  of  the  Government  upon  better  footing  than  their 
other  customers  and  patrons. 

To  this  it  may  be  replied  that  these  companies  do  not  always  insist  on  prepayment,  nor 
generally  require  it  in  cases  of  replies  to  telegrams,  or  in  casea  where  the  responsibility. of 
the  party  who  oflers  the  mes-sage  is  unquestioned. 

Whether  these  companies  are  bound  by  law  to  transmit  Government  messages  without 
prepayment,  depends,  not  upon  their  niles  and  regulations  or  customs  in  transact- 
ing ordinary  buMuess,  but  upon  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  1t<66. 

The  reason  assigned  by  the  companies  for  requiring  prepayment  for  ordinary  messages — 
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Bun^ljT,  tbtttthiB  affords  the  onlj:  mesosof  seeurinfl^  compensation  for  their  services—has  no 
tpplicatiou  to  Government  bosiness,  because  the  United  States  must  be  presumed  to  be  able 
tod  willing  to  make  just  payment  therefor,  according^  to  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  clsim  of  pr||myment,*if  conceded,  would  deprive  the  Government  of  telegraphic  com- 
manication  in  many  instances  where  it  would  be  of  the  (greatest  value  and  imoortan'^  to 
ti.«  public  welfare.  There  are  usually  numerous  officers  of  the  Departments  of  Government 
io«^ted  in  or  traveling  through  different  portions  of  the  country,  and  required  to  send  tele- 
rnphic  messages,  who  are  not  authorized  by  law  to  carry  about  with  them  funds  belong- 
!3r  to  ibe  United  States  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  pay  in  advance  for  services  to  be 
nruderpd  by  other  employes  of  the  Government ;  nor  is  there  any  provision  of  law  by 
iibich  money  can  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  for  such  purposes. 

If  the  right  is  admitted  to  reouire  prepayment  from  an  officer  of  one  of  the  Departments 
« bo  has  no  funds  of  the  Unitea  States  in  his  control,  or  who  has  none  which  he  is  author- 
:  -J  to  apply  to  that  purpose,  such  officer  must  either  advance  funds  of  his  own  fttr  the  use 
*  ibe  Government,  or  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  send  his  message,  and  this  is  not  con- 
^•trnt  with  tht>  obvious  intent  of  the  act  of  '1806, 

It  ha«  never  been  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  concede  the  right  of  prepayment  to 
ftST  of  its  snbjecta,  whether  in  compensation  for  private  property  taken  for  public  use,  or 
for  tervioes  aud  labor  rendered.  To  make  such  concession  would  be  as  inconsistent  with  its 
iffnity  aad  honor  as  it  would  be  useless  and  impertinent  in  its  servants  to  demand  it. 

Why  should  a  responsible  government  be  required  to  place  its  funds  in  the  hands  and 
p«<r««on  of  any  individual  or  cof^oration  before  it  has  received  any  of  its  services  f 

If  private  property  is  taken  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  compensation  is  provided 
f-w.  sod  paid  after,  and  not  before,  that  property  has  been  taken.  No  citizen  has  ever  sns- 
uio«d  a  claim,  in  such  a  case,  to  prepayment 

^  all  salaries,  or  compensation  for  services  of  officers,  servants,  and  employ^.s  of  the 
(fiTeromnit,  from  the  President  down  to  the  humblest  messenger,  are  paid  after  these  serv- 
vvf  have  been  rendered,  and  never  before. 

C^mpnlsory  service,  like  that  required  of  citizens  drafted  into  the  military  forces  of  the 
1  btted  9tate«  in  time  of  war,  is  never  paid  for  in  advance. 

C«B  the  claims  of  telegraph  corporations  for  their  ordinary  services  be  held  more  sacred, 
."  better  entitled  to  preference,  than  the  salaries  of  tho  President  and  Cabinet  officers,  or 
lun  the  pay  of  the  soldier,  who  may  perhaps,  in  time  ot  war,  be  compelled  to  expose  his  life 
k'profcrt  the  property  of  these  corporations? 

Woold  iinot  seem  unreasonable,  if  the  Government,  having  stationed  its  military  forces 
«••&<  to  guard  its  eommouications  and  protect  the  lines  of  a  telegraph  company  from  a  pub- 

'  ^Dftny,  coold  not  transmit  a  message,  whatever  might  be  its  importance,  without  first 
^  .ro^  the  compaoy*8  charge  for  sending  itf 

1b  time  of  war,  the  lines  of  telegraph  have  now  become  as  indispensable  as  arms  and 
LL-niDition.  By  their  agency  the  Government  becomes  omnipresent,  and  its  powers  are 
'  arasanably  enhanced.  The  movements  of  armies  and  navies  are  controlled,  life  and  prop- 
^':/I^e  pr«»tected,  and  the  voice  of  authority  uttered  at  the  Capitol  i^  heard  almost  iustan- 
uapttufiy  throughout  the  country.  The  object  of  the  law  which  created  this  magnificent 
tr«c  as  a  corporate  servant  of  the  United  States  was  to  secure  its  instantaneous  service 
i-i^raJl  circumstances,  without  let  or  hinderance;  therefore  it  provides  for  prioriiy  in  the 
''4a.4missi|>n  of  departmental  messages  over  all  others,  however  important.  The  right  of 
"*■  Gorernmeut  to  such  priority  is  unquestionable.  If,  then,  a  telegraph  company  should 
'-:uc«  Government  messages  without  prepayment,  as  it  could  not  lawfully  refuse  prioriti/, 

'^uM  not  rightfully  continue  its  business. 

IW  history  of  all  international  telegraph  lines  shows  that  the  governments  by  which  they 
kiTe  been  authorized  have  taken  care  to  secure  the  right  of  unconditional  priority  for  their 
"^Q  owMagea.  That  right,  and  nothing  less,  is  necessary  for  their  security  in  times  of 
^^ntvtof  war. 

NfithfT  the  Departments  of  Grovemment  nor  the  telegraphic  companies  can  add  to  or  take 
*''<■  the  act  of  Ic^i6  a  single  one  of  its  terms  or  conditions.     By  accepting  the  provisions  of 

<»t«tuie  the  companies  have  voluntarily  assumed  the  obligations  therein  set  forth,  in  con- 
*  ^-ntioQ  of  tbe  benetits  received  by  them  ;  ther.fore,  in  accordance  with  the  plain  terms 
-'  'be  statute,  they  are  bound  to  give  uueondUtonal  prioritv  to  the  Goveinment  messages. 
T -insist  upon  a  right  of  prepayment  as  a  eondition-precfflent  to  tbe  right  of  the  Depart- 
"fTj.  to  priority,  would  be,  \u  effect,  to  deny  unconditional  priority^  and  to  interpolate  into 
'•<-»titate  a  provision  which  is  not  only  wanting,  but  would  be  iu  opposition  to  the  obvious 
^Miog  and  intent  of  the  law. 

Tb^  ordinary  judicial  proceeding  to  compel  performance  of  a  duty  imposed  by  stati\te 
"^''ti  t  telegraph  company  would  be  by  mandamus. 
I  am,  sir,  leapectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  Wnn  ING, 
Assistant  to  the  Jitorney- General  with  rtftrence  to 

certain  matters  betwten  the  Unitt-d  Strifes 
and  the  Itlegraph  Companies. 

^twaX  Albkrt  J.  MvER,  t 

CkirfSignal-Oficer,  U.  S.  A.  Dgitizeci  byXjOOgle 


24   INACCURACIES   AND   OMISSIONS  IN   THE   REVISED   STATUTES. 

Ordinance  Office,  War  Department, 

Waahingtonj  August  17,  1875. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  War  Department  circulars   of  March  15 
nnd  18  reqairiug  an  examination  of  tbe  lievised  Statute^  and  a  report 
of  all  inaccuracies  and  omissions  that  may  be  found  therein,  £  have  to 
submit  the  following: 

I.  Sec.  1110,  page  204,  should  have  the  word  "  post"  omitted.  (See  sec. 
2,  act  of  April  5,  1832,  vol.  4,  page  504,  Statutes  at  Large.  See  also 
Par.  134,  lievised  Regulations,  1803.) 

II.  Sees.  1133  and  1 135,  page  200.  These  two  sectionsassign  trans|iorta- 
tion  to  the  province  of  the  Quartermaster-General;  but  see  sec.  4,  act  of 
Jan.  31, 1862,  vol.  12^  page  334,  Statutes  at  Large,  placing  it  under  the 
immediate  control  and  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  repealing 
all  laws  and  usages  to  the  contrary.  (See  Scott's  Digest,  page  59,  sec.  5 
and  note;  sec.  223,  page  35,  Ee vised  Statutes.) 

III.  Sec.  1162,  page  209.  This  section  should  be  amended  by  striking 
oat  all  after  the  word  ^'  many ''  in  the  first  liye  and  inserting  '^  sergeants 
of  ordnance,  corporals  of  ordnance,  and  first  and  second  class  privates 
of  ordnance,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct  (See  sec.  3,  act  of 
July  5,  1862,  vol.  12,  page  508,  Statutes  at  Large.) 

IV.  Sec.  1163,  page  209,  should  be  amended  by  striking  out  "  privates 
of  first  class  "  in  3d  line  and  inserting  <'  Ordnance  enlisted  men.^  (See 
act  of  July  5, 1862,  vol.  12,  page  508,  Statutes  at  Large.) 

V.  Sec.  1192,  page  212,  should  be  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  Department"  in  the  first  line,  the  words  **  and  all  store-keepers." 
(See  Par.  989,  Revised  Regulations,  1863.) 

VI.  Sec.  1207,  page  213,  should  be  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  ^^  engineers  "  in  the  first  line,  the  words  "  or  ordnance  corps."  (See 
sec.  9,  act  of  March  3,  1853,  vol.  10,  page  217,  Statutes  at  Large.) 

VII.  Sec.  1241,  page  216.  In  this  connection,  see  joint  resolution  of 
July  20,  1868,  authorizing  sale  of  ordnance  stores  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  vol.  15,  page  259,  Statutes  at  Large. 

VII.  The  following  section  should  be  inserted  after  sec.  1272: 
'<  The  principal  assistant  in  the  Ordnance  Bureau  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment shall  receive  a  compensation  not  less  than  that  of  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  construction  of  cannon,  at  the  founderies." 

(See  sec.  5,  act  of  Aug.  23, 1842,  vol.  5,  page  513,  and  proviso  of  sec. 
1,  act  of  Sept.  28,  1850,  vol.  9,  page  506,  Statutes  at  Large.) 

IX.  Sec.  3618,  page  718,  should  bo  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "commissary,"  in  fourth  line,  the  words  "and  other  military." 
(See  act  of  June  8,  1872,  vol.  17,  page  337,  Statutes  a  Large.) 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  0.  LYFORD, 
Acting  Chief  cf  Ordnance. 
The  Hon.  Secbetabt  of  War. 


Wab  Depabtment,  Bureau  op  Military  Justice, 

WaMngton,  JJ.  0.,  Kot.  9, 1875. 
Sib  :  In  reply  to  circulars  from  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
of  March  15  and  18  last,  in  relation  to  the  Revised  Statutes,  I  have 
the  honor  to  say  that  no  formal  response  has  heretofore  been  returned 
thereto,  for  the  reason  that,  in  the  examinations  which  I  have  thus  far 
made  of  the  revision,  no  material  error  has  been  discovered  calling  for 
remark.    As  to  amendments  desirable  to  be  adopted,  I  have  at  present 
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nothing  farther  to  add  to  the  recommendations,  as  to  inodificaioDs  in 
the  military  law,  heretofore  made  by  me  in  my  commnuication  to  the 
honorable  Secretary,  of  April  16, 1874,  and  also  in  that  of  October  28, 
1873,  so  far  as  relates  to  paragraphs  1,  2,  3,  6,  and  7,  which  are  still  of 
general  application  to  the  existing  code.  Copies  of  these  commnnica- 
tions  are  inclosed  herewith.  These  recommendations  not  having  been 
apparently  favorably  considered  when  presented  to  committees  of  Con- 
gress, I  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  recall  them  to  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 
1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate-  Oeneral. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

/Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Bureau  of  MrLrrARV  Justice, 

AprU  16.  1874. 

RcApectfullj  returned  to  the  AdjaUnt-Geoeral. 

This  Bureau  hiis  freqnently  had  occasion  heretofore  to  remark  npon  the  deplorable  lOflnfH- 
cieocr  of  the  military  law  in  casen,  like  the  within,  of  murders  or  other  violent  crimes  com- 
uitti^  in  remote  parts  of  the  country,  where  the  civil  authorities  are  at  a  distance,  or  are 
brflBeient  or  unwilline  to  prosecute. 

In  8och  cases,  and  in  those  of  crimes  committed  against  Indians,  (like  the  murder  of  an 
j^  Indian  by  Southwick,  herein  mentioned,)  the  existing  military  code  is  power- 

"'  less  to  punish  where  the  crime  is  capital,  or  is  committed  upon  a  civilian. 
TheresDlt  thus  often  is  that  a  most  atrocious  criminal  escapes  justice  without  any  punish- 
nent  whatever.'  At  a  former  session  of  Cong^ss,  a  bill  prepared  by  this  Bureau  to  remedy 
this  and  some  other  defects  in  the  existing  military  law  pa^ed  the  Senate ;  but,  coming  on 
At  a  late  day  of  the  session,  failed  to  go  through  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  has  been 
boped  that  the  new  Articles  of  War,  which  have  been  some  time  pending  before  Congress, 
might  afford  the  proper  relief,  but  as  yet  the  military  code  remains  without  amendment  in 
thu  particular,  and  it  is  only  in  time  of  war  that  courts-martial  can  exercise  jurisdiction  over 
the  class  of  crimes  above  indicated. 

*•*  tbeAsth  Art.  ot  ^^  ^'®^  ®^  *^®  Urgent  necessity  for  such  legislation,  the  inclosed  draught 
«tf.  of  a  law  has  been  piepared  by  this  Bureau,  (based  upon  sec.  30,  ch.  75,  of 

tiM  act  of  March  3,  1863— only  operative  in  time  of  war  and  rebellion,)  and  it  is  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that,  if  the  same  is  approved  by  him,  he  will  press  its 
idoption  upon  Congress  at  the  earliest  day. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge' Advocate-  Gttierah 


An  Act  in  re^rd  to  erines  eommlttod  by  military  persona. 

Be  it  tnmded  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentathes  in  CongreM  assembled.  That  hereaf- 
ter (reoeral  courts-martial  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  invested  with  a  jurisdiction  concur- 
rmt  with  that  of  the  courts  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  crime  is  committed,  of  the 
crimes  of  murder,  manslaughter,  mayhem,  rape,  arson,  robbery,  burglary,  larceny,  and  as- 
sault and  battery,  as  well  as  of  attempt  to  commit  an  assault  and  battery  wirb  intent  to 
<'oiiiinit  any  of  said  crimes,  where  the  same  are  committed  by  persons  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  or  subject  to  the  Articles  of  War :  Providt-df  hotpever.  That  the  punish- 
ments for  such  offenses  shall  not  exceed  those  authorised  by  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Territory 
ia  which  the  crime  was  committed. 


War  Department,  Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

October  28,  1873. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  within  printed  draufrht  of  **  A  bill  to  codify  and  regu- 
Ifite  the  laws  in  regard  to  military  offenses,*'  with  remarks  as  follows,  in  compliance  with  your 
ffidoratnwnt  of  the  26th  ulUmo  :  .  Digitized  by  ^OOg  IC 
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1.  The  principal  modification  of  the  present  law  proposed  in  the  bill  consists  in  chapter  4, 
on  the  subject  of  **degertion,*^ 

Here  the  offense  is  dividod  into  g^rades,  with  graduated  punishments,  much  after  the 
method  pursued  in  the  German  code.  Upon  this  point  I  would  present  the  views  expressed 
by  me  in  a  similar  connection,  to  General  Marcj,  Inspector-General,  in  an  official  com ma- 
nication  addressed  to  him  (as  chairman  of  a  commission  for  revising  the  miliUry  code,  in 
answer  to  a  note  asking  my  opinion)  on  Jauuarv  21,  lant,  as  follows  : 

•*  I  cannot  but  express  a  decided  doubt  as  to  the  advisability  of  adopting  into  our  military 
law  the  fine  and  artificial  distinctions  of  the  foreign  codes.  These  seem  suited  to  the  com- 
plicated system  of  an  old  civilization  rather  than  to  the  system  desirable  for  a  coautry  like 
our  own,  where  all  codes,  and  especially  a  militanr  code,  should,  in  my  view,  be  brief, 
simple,  and  direct.  I  should  therefore  be  in  favor  of  leaving  the  punishment  of  desertion  in 
Mow47tbHiKi4Sdartici««.  ^^*"®  ®^  ^*''«  ®^  befoTO  the  euemy,  substantially  as  it  now  stands  under 
the  20th  and  the  52d  Articles  of  War,  and  of  adding  to  the  former  article 
a  clanne  to  the  following  effect : 

**r  Where  imprisonment  or  confinement  is  imposed,  the  same  shall  not  be  less  than  six 
months,  nor  more  than  two  years;  provided,  however,  that  in  highly  aggravated  cases,  or  in 
cases  where  the  ofiVnse  charged  is  not  a  first  o£feuse,the  term  of  confinement  or  imprison- 
ment  may  be  extended  to  three  years,  but  in  such  cases  the  circumstances  justifying  the 
increased  punishment  muRt  appear  from  the  record.] 

Now  tbe»d  50th  anddut       **  ''  further  appears  to  me  that  the  2lst,22d,  and  23d  articles,  snbstan- 
'  '  tially  as  they  now  stand,  provide  sufficiently  for  the  offenses  designated 
therein." 

The  views  thus  expressed  are  still  entertained. 
Now  losd.  ^'  '^  ^®  present  military  statute  ef  limitations — the  ftBth  Article  of  War — ^is  incor- 
porated into  the  bill,  (page  17,  sec.  88,)  substantially  without  change.  In  deference 
to  what  are  believed  to  be  the  views  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  officers  of  the  Army,  I 
would  suggest  that  cases  of  desertion  Tand  perhaps  of  fraud)  be  excepted  from  the  general 
limitation  of  (too  years,  and  that  in  these  cases  the  limitation  be  fixed  at  five  (rt)  years. 
Also,  after  the  word  **  absence  "  in  the  body  of  the  article,  I  would  suggest  adding  the 
words,  Jfrom  the  jurisiiicti'in  of  a  court-martial.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bureau,  as 
repeatedly  expressed,  is  what  this  word  *' absence  "  means;  and  it  is  desirable  that  the 
word,  which  nas  sometimes  given  rise  to  question  as  to  its  bearing  in  law,  should  be  clearly 
and  properly  defined  in  terms. 

3.  In  transferring  to  the  bill  the  present  56th  and  57th  Articles  of  War,  denouncing  the 

offenses  of  relieving  an  enemy  and  ot  giving  intelligence  to  or  holding  com- 

^Now  the  i&ih  and  munjcatiou  with  an  enemy,  the  draughtsman  has  changed  the  wtird  *'whoso- 

ever "  in  the  original  to  any  person  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  United 

States.    The  articles  as  they  stand  at  present  have  been  held  to  include  cases  of  civilians ; 

(see  Digest  of  OpiuiouH of  Judge- Advocate-General,  pp.  1701;    19,  (4;)  2:^0,   (30;)  XIII 

Opinions  of  Attorneys-General,  472;)  and  civilians  were  repeatedly  tried  under  the  same  and 

convicted  by  court-martial  during  the  late  rebellion.     The  proposed  uiudification  wonld 

restrict  the  jurisdiction  of  such  courts  over  these  offdnses  to  cases  of  military  pt^rsons.     But 

it  is  not  by  such  persons,  but  by  civilians,  that  the  offenses  of  this  class  would,  in  the  great 

majority  of  cases,  be  committed.    The  proposed  bill  would  therefore  deprive  courts-martial 

of  jurisdiction  in  the  very  instances  in  jnrhich  their  authority  was  most  needed  to  be  exercised. 

In  my  opinion,  therefore,  the  former  comprehensive  phraseology  should   be  retained.     I 

would  also  suggest  prefixing  the  word  arms  and  adding  the  words  or  any  other  thinf  to 

the  word  **ammuniti(m''  in  the  56th  article,  as  contained  in  section  74.  page  13,  of  the 

bill.     It  was  the  experience  of  this  Bureau  during  the  rebellion  that  the  present  article  was 

not  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  cover  all  cases  of  illegal  relieving  of  the  enemy  with  mani- 

tiuns  or  supplies. 

n  '^^  •  •  «  •  •  • 

6.  Section  84,  page  16,  of  the  bill  would,  in  my  view,  be  made  to  express  more  effectually 

the  existing  law  by  adding,  after  the  words  **  no  officer,"  in  the  first  and 
Now  the  99tb  Article   third  liucs,  the  words  except  a  deserter  at  larjfe ;  and  by  snb$»tituting  for  the 
*^'  phiase   '*  or  in  mitigation  thereof  "  the  expression  or  in  commutatton  or 

mitigation  thereof. 

7.  The  words*'  dismissed  "  and  "  cashiered  "  are  employed  in  the  bill  apparently  with  the 

impression  on  the  part  of  the  draughtsman  that  they  have  a  different  import. 
"cii-hierrd  "  .tin  rr-  i,|  our  practicc,  however,  they  mean  precisely  the  same  thing,  all  distinction 
uiM  ini  e  t  «ri.t  e.  jj^^yi^^  |Q„g,  ^ca^cd  to  bc  rccognized.     To  avoid  misunderstanding,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  the  word  "cashiered"  be  omitted  wherever  used  and  the  word  dismissed  be 
substituted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge-  A  dvocate  •  General. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington^  D.  C,  December  3,  1873. 
Sir  :  Id  compliance  with  year  request  of  tbe  17th  ultimo,  that  I  would 
exaiuine  the  revinion  of  the  statates  submitted  by  the  joint  commission 
oftbe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  constituted  by  the  act  ap- 
proved March  3,  1873,  of  [17J  Statutes,  p.  579,  and  ]>oiiit  out  any  differ- 
ences I  mijrht  (lerceive  to  exist  between  any  one  or  more  of  tbe  sections 
and  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  as  adopted,  I  have  the  honor  to 
re|K>rt  that  I  have  not  discovered  any  such  differences  to  exist  in  those 
sections  of  tbe  work  relating  to  the  Subsistence  Department,  viz,  sec- 
tions 1143  to  1153,  incluiiive,  except  in  section  1143,  in  which  the  num- 
ber of  commissaries  of  subsistence,  with  the  rank  of  captain  of  cavalry, 
isstateil  at  thirteen — lit  should  be  sixteen — and  in  the  omission  of  sec- 
tion 8,  April  14,  1818,  chapter  61,  as  follows :  '*  The  President  may  make 
8ucb  alterations  in  the  component  parts  of  the  ration  as  a  due  regard  to 
tbe  health  and  comfort  of  the  Army  and  economy  may  require."  The 
insertion  of  this  section  1  deem  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obdt.  servant, 

A.  B.  EATON, 
Com.  OenH  Subs. 
The  Hon.  the  ISecbetabt  of  Wab. 

A  true  copy : 

T.  J.  HAINES, 
Maj.  &  C.  S.J  Asst.  to  Com.  Oen.  Subs. 
0.  C.  G.  S.,  Nov.  10, 75. 


Wab  Department, 
Office  Commissary  Genebal  of  Subsistence. 

•  Washington,  D,  C,  yovember  10,  1875. 
SiE :  Referring^  to  circular  letters  of  March  15  and  18,  1875,  from  your 
Office,  requesting  a  report  for  your  information  of  any  inaccuracies  or 
oiui8sions  in  tlie  laws  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  I  bave  the  honor  to  report 
that  in  section  215,  Title  VI,  page  34,  appears  the  following  : 

"One  8uperint«'ndent  of  building  at  corner  of  Seventeenth  and  P 
streets,  at  a  salary  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year." 

As  from  the  context  this  appears  to  refer  to  the  building  occupied  as 
office  by  the  Commissary-General,  and  as  that  building  is  not  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Seventeenth  and  F  streets,  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  • 
ibr  the  words  ''  at  the  corner  of  Seventeenth  and  F  streets,''  the 
words  •'oc<!upied  by  the  Commissary-General  as  office,''  be  substituted. 
The  revision  of  the  statutes  submitted  by  the  joint  commission  of  the 
^nate  and  House  of  EepresentiUives  constituted  by  the  act  approved 
March  3.  1873,  Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  17,  p.  579,  were  submitted  by  you 
on  the  17th  of  November,  1873,  to  the  then  Commissary-General,  (Genl. 
A.  B.  Eaton,)  with  a  request  that  he  would  point  out  any  differences  he 
might  perceive  to  exist  between  any  one  or  more  of  the  sections  and 
pronsions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  as  adopted.  Ills  reply  to  that  commu- 
ui<^itiou  is  herewith  tmnsmitted. 

The  change  and  addition  suggested  by  him  were  made.    See  sections 
1140  and  1146,  chapter  I,  Title  XIV,  page  207,  Revised  Statutes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  MACFEELY, 

Com.  Oen.  Subs,     i 
The  Hon.  Seceetaby  op  War.  Dgitizedby^OOgie 
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REPORT  OF  ACTING  QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL.. 

Laws  and  parts  of  laws  omitted  from  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Aeronntiibiiify  Par.  1.  The  RCt  of  March  28,  1812,  sec.  3,  cfaap.  46,  2 
M? Q?ni"foJ**mo^  ^^^^'^  ^^^'  requires  the  Quartermaster-General  to  account 
neyaDdpnipertyl  to  thc  Secretary  of  War,  at  least  once  in  three  monthn,  for 
s'stot!!  c?ip!**46;  a'^  property  and  money  that  may  pass  through  his  haDds, 
•w.  3.'p«ge  696.)'  or  the  hands  of  his  subordinate  officers. 
ReSSd  sutute"     Omitted  from  the  Revised  Statutes. 

I  do  not  find  that  the  law  has  been  repealed,  except  by 
the  act  of  June  22,  1874,  (sec.  5596,  B.  S.,)  nor  does  sectioQ 
1139  of  the  Revised  Statutes  cover  the  case. 
Q^**De'*'  *^o     ^^^'  ^'  Section  1 1 9 1  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that 
SVeiMnds!'^(SM.'^all  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  &c.,  shall, 
U9i,  H.8.)        before  entering:  upon  the  duties  of  their  resjiective  offices, 
give  good  and  sufficient  lK>nds  to  the  United  States,  in  such 
sums  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct*  faithfully  to  ac- 
count for  all  public  moneys  and  property  which  they  may 
.  receive." 
The  Q.  M.  ae«.     The  law  of  May  22, 1812,  (2  Stat.,  chap.  92,  sec.  4,  p.  742,) 
mnieVand^prip' provides  that  the  Quartermaster-General  shall  not  t>e  liable 
TObI)5i  Jto^offi'       ^^^  money  or  property  that  may  come  into  the  hands  of 
cam.  .  "•*•   ®  '  the  subordinate  officers  of  his  Department." 
Omitted.  Omitted  from  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Appointment  I  Par.  3.  The  pL'Oviso  to  scction  9  of  the  act  of  July  5, 1838, 
lo^b?  mad;^rom(5  Stat.,  chap.  162,  page  256,)  "that  all  appointments  in  the 
the  Army.  Quarteruuirtter's  Department  shall  be  made  from  the  Army,'* 

Omitted.  is  omitted  from  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Amt.  Q.  M.  and  Par.  4.  The  act  of  March  2,  1821,  (3  Stat,  chap.  13,  sec. 
dmy  hi  b^th'oe^^j  P'  ^^^j)  provides  "that  the  assistant  quartermasters  and 
partmentM.  (3  assistaut  commissades  of  subsistence  ^hall  be  subject  to 
siX^'  cha^.^'  13^  duties  in  both  Departments,  under  the  orders  of  the  Secre- 
iiec  8. page  615.    tary  of  War." 

Ana*,  c.  8.  not  ^^  provisiou  IS  made  in  the  Revised  Statutes  for  assistant 
required  by'  Re-  commissaricsof  subsistencedoingfduty  in  the  Quartermaster's 
dIrduty*rn"thjQ!I^epartment,  though  provision  is  made  for  assistant  quar- 
M.Dept.  termasters  doingduty  in  the  Commissary  Departinent.    (See 

section  1134,  Revised  Statutes.    See  alro3  Opinions  of  the 
Attorneys-Genend,  page  87.) 
Duttei  of  offl.     Par.  5.  Section  1133,  of  the  Revised  Statntes  says:  "  It 
SJJt.        ^    'shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  ot  the  QuartermasteWs De- 
partment, under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
purchase  and  distribute  to  the  Army  ail  military  stores,^ 
&c. 
In  Additi'^n  to     The  act  of  March  2S,  1812,  2  Stat.,  page  696,  sec.  3,  savs: 
nie!rdutie.inthe4«ij^  additiou  to  tlicir  duties  iu  the  field,"  it  shall  bo  the 
*duty,  &c. 
Omitted.  Omitted  fiom  the  Revised  Statutes. 

The  Pretident,  PAR.  6.  Sectiou  5  of  act  of  July  4,  1^36,  5  Stat.,  chap. 
£e  aiSl'oen'.or  ^^^>  ^^S^  ^  ^^»  ®^>'* '  "  "^^^^^  iluTuig  thc  abseucc  of  the  Quar- 
cwefof'any  Mill- termaster-Gencral,  or  the  Chief  of  any  Military  Bureau  of 
dSSlrnate'^Tom*^^^©  War  Department,  the  President  be  authorized  to  em- 
other  offlcer  to  powcr  some  officcr  of  the  department  or  corps  whose  chief  is 
pl^rfo^rm'^^e  ?a-  abscut  to  take  chargc  thereof,  and  to  perform  the  duties  ot 

tiei. 
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Qaarterma^ter-Geiieral  or  chief  of  the  departmeut  or  corps, 
an  tbe  caHe  iimy  k>e,  during  such  abscDce." 

Omitted  from  the  Revised  Statatea.  OraittPd. 

Par.  7.  Section  1137,  of  the  Kevised  Statutes,  authorizes  ,,^'JiJ^I,';"^?  J"; 
the  Quartenuaster  General  to  employ  as  many  forafce-masSjJ7"*Md  "wanton 
tereaud  WHgon  masters,  not  exceeding  twenty  (20)  in  the'^^^J*'^^^^^^; 
wiiole,  as  he  mtiy  deem  necessary  for  the  service,  but  makes  ptiyiug  thvm. 
no  pmvision  for  their  \n\y\ 

The  law  from  which  tiiis  section  is  taken,  act  of  July  5, 
18i8,  5  Stat.,  chap.  162,  sec.  10,  page  257,  further  says : 
**VVlio  shall  he  entitled  to  receive  forty  dollars  per  month 
and  three  rations  per  day^  and  forage  for  one  horse." 

Oiiiitted  from  the  Revised  Statutes. 

See  2  Stat.,  page  698,  chap.  46,  sections  12, 13, 14, 15,  and 
16.  See,  also,  act  of  August  3,  1861,  sec.  3,  12  Stat.,  page 
2^,  as  follows :  "And  there  shall  be  added  to  the  Quarter- 
master's Departmeut  •  ♦  •  as  many  master-wagoners, 
with  the  mnk,  pay,  and  allowances  of  sergeants  of  cavalry, 
and  as  many  wagoners -with  the  pay  and  allowances  of 
corporals  of  cavalry,  as  the  military  service,  iu  the  judgment  . 
of  the  President,  may  render  necessary. 

Omitted  from  the  Kevised  Statutes,  but  probably  a  good 
omission,  as  the  law  is  practically  obsolete. 

Par.  8.  Section  2  of  the  act  of  May  22,  1812,  chap.  92,  2    Relative  to  .p. 
Stat.,  page  742,  authorizes  the  QuartermasterGeneral  to S^i^nd  Sopmy 
a|>)N)int  one  principal  barrack-master  and  as  many  deputy  *►•''»«'' "^'«"' 
barrack-masters  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  necessary,  not 
extteediug,  &c.,  and  fixes  tlieir  pay  and  aLlowanees. 

No  provision  is  made  for  their  appointment  in  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Par.  9.  Section  8  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1813,  2  ^'^t.,  ^J^^^^^r^^^^^ 
chap.  52,  page  820,  authorizes  each  Qaartermaster-General  ni!^hanicV    ^^ 
attached  to  any  separate  army,  coimuand,  or  district,  with  iJJ^^i'f'*"'    author- 
tiie  approbrition  and  under  tiie  direction  of  the  St^cretary 
of  tbe  War  Department,  to  employ   as   many   artiticers, 
mecbanicA,  and  laborers  as  the  public  service  may  require. 

Oiuitted  from  the  Revised  Statutes. 

(See  Note  17  to  paragraph  234,  Scott's  Digest  of  Military    Omitted. 
Lius.) 

Pab.  10.  Section  4791  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  War  cou  of  tram, 
to  furnish  transportation  to  persons  going  to  obtain  artili- '^„''i*^jJSn([Vob' 
cial  limbs.  ♦«««        iiriiflciai 

Section  2  of  the  act  of  June  8,  1872, 17  Stat.,  chap.  353,  landed  ^  the  %'. 
provides  that  the  transportation  allowed  for  having  artiti-  ^;J*^S!i^^^J^  "J; 
cial  liipbs  fitte<l  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster- fDv^ldpeuiooii. 
<ieneral  of  the  Army,  the  cost  of  which  shall  be  refunded 
horn  the  appropriations  for  invalid  pensions. 

Omitted  from  the  itevised  Statutes;  but  as  the  law  is  not    omitted, 
referretl  to,  so  far  as  has  been  ascertained,   it  is  still  iu 
force,  and  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  has  so 
dwtidiHl. 

Pau.  11.  Section  1289  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  subniictPiice  to 
that,  *' When  an  officer  is  honorably  discharged  from  theSr-cu^V'g^r'*offl^ 
service,  he  shall  be  allowed  transportation  and  /rttft«wfc«cc<*^'  '""»p|««[*o' 
fium  tJie  place  of  his  discharge  to  the  place  of  his  residence  of''L'*re*M*"n?e*^r 
at  the  time  of  his  appoiutment|  or  to  the  place  of  his  orig- 1^"'**^  *°*«  «"^^-  j 
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inal  muster  into  service.    The  Government  may  famish  the 

same  in  kind,  but,  in  case  it  shall  not  do  so,  he  shall  be 

allowed  travel-pay  and  commutation  of  subsistence,''  &c. 

Id  conflict  with     Is  uot  the  furuishiu^  of  subsistence,  or    comtiiutHtion 

Ioto*''**'^"'^  ^*'  therefor,  in  conflict  with  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  fixing  tbe 

pay  of  officers  of  the  Army,  16  ISlat.,  3:iO,  chap.  294,  section 

24,  which  says:  ^^And  these  sunm  shall   be  in  full  of  all 

commutatiou  of  quarters,  fuel,  forage,  servant's  wajres  and 

clothing,    longevity-rations,    and   all  allowances  of  every 

name  and  nature  tchatever  f 

'^t'^^rtitoS  *  of     '^^^^  following,  from  section  4  of  the  act  of  January  31, 

IfSSp^ A*.****  **  1802, 12  Stat.,  334,  chapter  15,  wr  omitted  from  the  KeviwHl 

uonJ! Rrtici^f&c^  Statutes,  to  wit:  "And  all  rules,  regulations,  articles,  usages, 

in    coDflict'  an- and  laws  in  conflict  with  this  provision  are  hereby  au- 

nulled.  nulled." 

(See  section  320  of  the  Revised  Statutes.) 

uSon  p  *R  R      ^^^'  1^«  The  following  from  section  5257  of  the  Revised 

otbe!**°  raiiroi.d« Statutes,  to*  wit:  ''Any  railroad  company,  now  or  hereafter 

luay  connect  wiihj„(.QppQpj||.^>Q  under  auy  law  of  the*  United  States,  or  of  auy 

State  which  had  been  or  may  be  organized  by  any  act  of 

Congress,  may  connect  its  road  with    the  Union   Pacific 

Railroad,  or  any  of  its  branches,"  is  taken  from  section  15 

of  the  act  of  July  1,  1862,  12  Stat.,  page  489,  chapter  120. 

1  find  no  further  reference  t^  the  act. 

provwons  reia.     By  the  law  of  Juuc  22,  1874,'8eetion  6590,  Revised  Stat- 

tlVt!   to   Ul*V   of    l)V 

the  GovrrDtueut,  utes,  the  remaining  portions  of  the  act  are  re[>ealed  ;   there 
&c, repealed.       ,j,^  therefore,  no  law  requiring  the  Union  Pacific  H.  R.  ami 
Telegraph  Company  to  at  all  times  transmit  dispatches, 
transport   troojm,  munitions  of  war,  supplies  and  public 
stores  for  the  Government,  (of  course  this  has  no  reference 
to  the  requirements  of  thet^omuion  law  uiK)n  this  subject,) 
nor  that  the  Government  shall  at  all  times  have  the  prefer- 
ence in  the  use  of  the  road  for  all  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at 
fair  and  reasonable  rates  of  compensation,  not  to  excee<l 
the  amounts  paid  by  private  parties  for  the  same  kind  of 
service,  nor  that  until  the  bonds  and  interest  thereon  loaned 
by  the  Government  to  the  R.  R.  Co.  are  paid,  at  least  five 
per  centum  of  the  net  earnings  of  said  road  shall  also  be 
applied  to  the  payment  thereof.    Many  other  provisions  of 
the  act  of  3862  are  repealed,  uot  being  embraced  iu  the  law 
of  July  2,  1864,  13  Stat.,  350. 
Fnpi,  qnnrters,     Pab.  13.  Scction    1270  of  thc  Rcvised   Statutes  says: 
faroiSlS*l^wud.*"F*^^^^"«^ter8,  and  forage  may  be  furnished  in  kind  to 
officers  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  according  to 
law  and  regulations."    Act  of  July  15,  1870,  16  Stat.,  page 
320,  chap.  294,  section  24. 
May  be  comma-     The  law  of  24th  April,  1816, 3  Stat.,  chap.  69,  sec.  1 2,  page 
'l**h^c?rVind^"'^  '^^^'  ^"^**^r'zes  officers  to  commute  the  lorage  allowance  at 
eight  dollars  per  month  when  forage  in  kind  teas  not  dratcn. 
Shall   not    be     The  law  of  July  17,  1862, 12  Stat,  chap.  200,  sec.  1,  page 
?n *SI1I?J  wh^w  tbe  •'^^*'  ^^'ys  •  "That  officers  of  the  Army  entitled  to  forage  for 
D-^tmTnr^eLi^.  horses  shall  not  be  allowed  to  commute  it,  but  may  drsw 
not  farniiOjit.      forage  lu  kiud  for  each  horse  actually  kept  by  them,  when 
and  at  the  place  where  they  are  on  duty,  not  exceeding  the 
number  authorized  by  law :  Provided,  however.  That  tchen 
forage  in  kind  cannot  be  furnished  bg  the  proper  Department j 
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then,  and  in  all  such  eases^  officers  entitled  to  forage  may  com- 
mute^ "  (or  be  re-imbursedj) "  the  same  according  to  existing 
regulations. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a  diMtinction  is  here  made  between  ^^^^  ^'bi?wISS 
coromating,  when  fora^^e  can  be  fnruished,  and  commuting  ^mmating^'wh"n 
or  being  re-imlMirsed  the  amount  actnally  expended  for  JUHJ^J *^JJ^**\^^: 
forage,  when  forage  cannot  be,  or  is  not,  furnished  to  officers  mutiny  when  not 
entitled  to  it.  fun,iri,ed. 

Is  the  proviso  of  the  act  of  1862  abrogated  or  superseded  th'^.JJl'oneerab*. 
by  the  law  of  1870,  from  which  section  1270  of  the  Revised  rogat«<ii 
Statutes  is  taken  t    If  nay,  onght  it  not  to  have  been  em- 
braceil  in  section  1270  of  the  Statutes  f  If  yea,  onght  not 
provision  to  l>e  made  tor  it  by  a  new  law?    It  is  euiiiiently    oafhtnotaistr 
proper  and  just,  that  an  officer  entitled  to  forage,  also  fuel  {j,g{n  "***  "••**'* 
HDd  quarters,  should  be  re  imbursed  money  actually  paid 
by  birn  for  these  things,  when  not  furnished  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  Ibis  connection  attention  is  invited  to  the  decision  of    Attention   in- 
the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Tre«snry,  of  March  1,  1875,  .wfbe2d(!l)mp. 
in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  H.  Tompkins,  reimbursing  him  J.'JJJI^ciJ^  ^''"*'*' 
for  money  actually  paid  for  quarters  and  fuel,  when  entitled    "*  "**"' 
thereto,  at  (joverument  expense,  concurred  in  by  the  Hon. 
Set-retary  of  War,  March  29,  1875. 

Pak.  14.  Section  3714  is  taken  from  the  act  of  July  16, 
1798,  chap.  85,  sec.  3,  vol.  1.  page  610.    The  following  words, 
however,  do  not  appear  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  though 
they  appear  to  be  permanent,  and  they  form  a  portion  of 
the  same  section  and  statute  from  which  section  3714  is 
taken,  to  wit:  "And  all  agents  or  contractors  for  supplies  or  tra«^rVto**'reHelIt 
service  as  aforesaid  shall  render  their  accounts  tor  settle- t*hri*"*ac?<mm"! 
nientto  the  accountant  of  the  proper  Department  for  which  ^rui^aV^fibjeri 
such  supplies  or  services  are  required,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  wvuiJn,  &c. 
to  the  iuajiection  and  revision  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
in  manner  before  prescribed.'^ 

Pah.  15.  Section  3715  is  not  a  correct  copy  of  the  statute 
from  which  it  is  taken,  (April  14,  1818,  chap.  59,  sec.  7,  vol. 
•i,  page  427,)  the  words  in  the  bulk,  and  others,'  being 
emitted.  The  section  (7)  reads  as  follows :  "And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted,  that  supplies  for  the  Army,  unless  in  particu- 
lar aad  urgent  cases  the  Secretary  of  VVar  should  other- 
^ij*e  direct,  shall  be  purchased  by  contract,  to  be  made  by 
the  Commissary -General  on  public  notice,  to  be  delivered  on 
inspection  in  the  bulk  and  at  such  places  as  shall  be  stipu- 
lated; which  contract  shall  be  made  under  such  regulations 
a»  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct.'' 

No  mention  is  found  in  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
law  contained  in  act  of  July  17,  1862,  chap.  200,  sec.  16, 
^ol.  12,  page  596,  wherein  "Contractors furnishing  supplies  ^rt^Sn'bJ^irnd'oJ 
for  the  Army  or  NaVy  are  tleemed  and  taken  as  part  of  the  SIvH^forcVofthJ 
land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States"  and  made  sub-  y- '*-?"? ""^'J**? 
Jt^-t  to  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  same.  eraitgHame. 

Par.  16.  Section  3734  is  very  broad  in  its  terms;  it  reads    contmcu   for 
a« follows:    "Before  any  new  buildings  for  the  use  of  the **""'**°«** 
(United  States  are  commenced,  the  plans  and  full  estimates 
tbenefor  shall  be  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
^)i  the  Treasury,  the  Postmaster-General,  and  the  Secie- 
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tary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  cost  of  each  bailcling  shall  not 
exceed  the  amount  of  sach  estimate.'' 

Tbe  law  embodied  in  this  section  is  taken  from  an  ap- 
propriation bill  for  buildings  under  the  control  of  the  Trea^ 
urj;  but  standing  as  it  does  without  any  qualifying  words, 
would  it  not  seem  to  apply  to  buildings  coustrncttMl  ooder 
direction  of  the  War  Department  even  when  the  cost  there- 
of is  less  than  $20,000  f 
Relative  to  In-     Pab.  17.  Scctiou  3739  makos  it  nnlawful  for  members 
tere.toruieinbT«of,  or  delegates  to.  Congress  to  have  any  interest  in  cou- 
to  congr«I*^r2  tracts,  &c.,  but  the  next  three  sections  (3740, 3741,  and3742) 
cootraeu.  qh  ^1,^  same  subject  mention  members  of,  but  not  delegates 

to,  Congress.  Should  not  the  words  ^'  delegates  to"  be  in- 
serted in  connection  with  members  of  Congress  in  each  of 
the  three  sections  last  named  f 

The  original  statute,  April  21, 1808,  chapter  48,  sections 
1, 2, 3,  and  4,  vol.  2,  pages  484  and  485,  does  not  contain 
the  words  **  delegate  to." 
Where    cod-     Pab.  18.  Scctiou    3743  provides  for  the    depositing  of 
lU^-^*'*  *»»«••  contracts  in  the  Office  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
* '   ^  ury.    The  law  referred  to,  ICth  July,  1798,  (chap.  85,  section 

C,  vol.  1,  p.  610,)  says :  ''  Shall  be  deposited  in  the  Office  of 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury."    The  Revised  Regula- 
tions of  the  Army,  1863,  (par.  1049,)  require  one  (5opy  of 
contracts  made  by  the  Department  to  be  sent  to  the  Officeof 
the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.    This  is  the  rale 
of  tbis  Office,  and  therein  seems  a  conflict  with  the  section 
3743  of  the  Ue vised  Statutes,  which  would  seem  to  require 
all  contracts  to  be  sent  to  the  Office  of  the  First  Comptroller, 
Section  1221  Re-     Pab.  19.  Sectiou  1221  of  thc  Rcviscd  Statutes  requires, 
^uirhi**^ver*offli-"^^'^''-^'  officer  who  receives  clothing  or  camp-equipage  for 
Ser'^wbJ'^^Trrveii  the  use  of  his  command,  or  for  issue  to  the  tr«H>ps,  shall 
rende?'*qatrtiriy  render  to  thc  Quartermaster-General,  at  the  expimtion  of 
retarn«  to  the  each  regular  quarter  of  the  year,  quarterly  returus  of  such 
oeniST*'**'  supplies,  accompauied  by  the  requisite  vouchers  for  any 
issues  which  shall  have  been  made. 
8«^  2.  act  Maj     Scctiou  2  of  the  act  of  May  18,  1816,  Stat.  4,  page  173,  fur- 
iage*^*fimber  ther  providcs  that  the  "  returns  and  vouchers,  alter  due  ex- 
pn>vidM^that  t^heaiiiiuation   by  the  Quartermaster-General,  shall  be  trans- 
vSucheV? after «.  mittcd  for  Settlement  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury 
Q"M**o°nL'rf»»"  ^cp^^rtment."    This  requirement  seems  to  be  omitted  in  the 
iM  Mnt  to  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Treaanry     DepL 
for  Mfttlement 
Omitted. 

i7wf  JicU^^'voi:     P^K-  20.  The  act  of  March  3,  1799,  sec.  23,  vol.  1,  page 

1.  pil«e  749.'  pro-  749,  provldcs :  '^  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanding 

piny^aifwin^""  ^ffi^*5r  of  cach  regimcut,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary,  to 

cause    the  coats,   vests,  and  overalls  or  breeches,  which 

may,  from  time  to  time,  be  issued  to  and  for  his  regiment  to 

be  altered  and  new  ma^le,  so  as  to  better  to  fit  them  to  the 

persons  respectively,  for  whose  use  they  shall  be  delivereil, 

and  for  defraying  the  ex^iense  of  such  alterations  to  cause 

to  be  deducted  and  applied  out  of  the  pay  of  such  persons 

a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  each 

coat,  eight  cents  for  each  vest  and  for  each  pair  of  overalls 

or  breeches." 

omittwL        Omitted  fipom  the  Bevised  Statutes.  ^^^  ^  i^OOQ  le 
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41th  Congress,  >   HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIYES.   (  Ex.  Doo. 
Ut  Session.       S  \    Ko.  37. 


HARLEM  KIVER,  NEW  YORK,  HARBOR  OF  REFUGE,  STUR- 
GEON BAY  SHIP.CANAL. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


RELATI^-E  TO 


1\€  improvement  of  BarUm  River^  New  York  ;  and  the  condition  of  the 
harbor  of  refuge^  mouth  of  Sturgeon  Bay  Ship-Canal,  Wiacomin. 


Ji-NCART  5,  1876. — Befcrred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wae  Department, 

December  20, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  copy  of  report  of 
Major  D.  C.  Houston,  in  reply  to  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  of  22d  February  last,  requesting  copy  of  report  made 
br  General  Newton  on  the  improvement  of  the  Harlem  River,  New 
Vork,  and  report  of  the  condition  of  the  harbor  of  refuge  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Sturgeon  Bay  Ship-Canal,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

These  reports  are  now  submitted,  having  been  received  too  late  for 
transmittal  to  the  last  Congress. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  3, 1875. 
Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  Office,  for  report,  of 
tiie  letter  of  the  Hon.  P.  Sawyer,  acting  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
I'ommerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  Februry  22, 1875,  re- 
qiesting,  for  the  use  of  the  committee,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  General 
Newton  on  the  improvement  of  Harlem  River,  and  also  a  report  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  harbor  of  refuge  at  mouth  of  Sturgeon  Bay  Ship- 
Canal,  &c.,  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  report  on  the  Har- 
lem River  was  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  22d 
ultimo,  and  is  printed  in  Executive  Document  75,  part  9,  Forty -third 
Congress,  second  session,  House  of  Representatives.  , 
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2         HARLEM  RIVER — STURGEON  BAY  SHIP  CANAL. 

In  regard  to  the  harbor  of  refuge,  Sturgeon  Bay  Canal,  I  beg  to  iu- 
close  a  copy  of  a  report  on  the  subject  from  Maj.  D.  O.  Houston,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  dated  23d  February,1875,  which  it  is  believed  will  afford 
the  desired  information . 
The  letter  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  is  herewith  retamed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,    • 
March  4, 1875. 
Too  late  to  be  sent  to  Congress.    File,  to  be  submitted  to  next  Con- 
gress. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerh 

Received  back  from  Chief  of  Engineers  December  17,  1875. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Chief  of  Engineers, 

December  16, 1875. 
Respecfully  submitted  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedience  to 
instructions  contained  in  preceding  indorsement. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadiet'Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Chicago,  JW.,  February  23, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  con 
dition  of  the  harbor  of  refuge  at  the  mouth  of  the  contemplated  ship- 
canal  at  Sturgeon  Bay,  called  for  by  telegram  of  this  date. 

Two  piers  have  been  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  approved 
plans,  each  pier  being  794  feet  in  length.  The  ends  of  the  piers  are  in 
about  15  feet  of  water.  The  object  of  these  piers  is  to  protect  the  en- 
trance to  the  Sturgeon  Bay  Ship-Canal.  They  should  eventually  be 
extended  out  to  a  depth  of  18  feet  of  water,  but  there  is  no  urgency  for 
this  work,  as  the  canal  has  not  yet  been  opened. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  pier  extension  with  crib-work,  and  it 
was  expcQted  that  the  canal  would  be  opened  in  timo  to  furnish  accom- 
modations fonbuilding  cribs. 
The  total  cost  of  the  work  has  been  $50,000. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  HOUSTON, 
Major  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  S.  Army^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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UtS^tsion,       I  (    No.  38. 


HARBOR  AT  CHICAGO. 


LETTER 


FROK 


THE    SECRETARY   OF    ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTING 


Report  of  Major  Gillespie^  Carps  of  Engineers^  on  the  modification  of  plan 
fof  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Chicago^  111.^  and  asking  an  apprqpri- 
ation^ 


JxxrART  5, 1376. — Re&rred  to  the  Gommittoe  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wab  Depabtmbnt,  Decetnher  20, 1876. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Bepre- 
^Dtatives  letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  copy  of  communication  from 
Maj.  6.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  submitting  a  modification  of  the 
plan  at  present  in  coarse  of  construction  for  the  improvement  of  the 
liarboT  at  Chicago,  III. 

Approving  the  project  of  Major  Gillespie,  the  reports  are  respectfully 
^nbmitted,  with  request,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  that,  the  sum  of  $40,000  be  added  to  the  estimate 
already  submitted  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Chicago. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  ENannESES, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  November  29, 1875. 

Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  invite  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  comma* 
nication,  dated  October  26th  last,  received  at  this  Office  from  Maj.  G.  L. 
Gillespie,  Ck>rps  of  Engineers,  submitting  a  modification  of  the  plan  at 
pTMfeot  in  course  of  construction  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Chicago,  111. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  and  of  the  greater  facilities 
which  an  additional  entrance  on  the  south  side  of  the  breakwater  will 
afford  the  commerce  and  navigation  using  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  and 
the  small  additional  sum  that  will  be  required  for  making  it  effectual,  I 
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respectfully  recommend  that  the  project  of  Major  Gillespie  be  approved, 
and  that  his  letter  be  sent  to  the  Hoase  of  Eepresentatives  with  reqaest 
that  the  sum  of  $40,000  be  added  to  the  estimate  already  sabmitt^  for 
continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Chicago. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  to  state  that  the  proposed  southern  entrance 
and  dredging  inside  the  breakwater  does  not  in  anyway  conflict  with 
the  plan  of  the  board  of  engineers  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  December  1, 1875. 

Approved,  and  respectfully  returned  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  be 
again  submitted  when  Congress  meets. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerk. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Chief  of  Engineers, 

December  16,  1875. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedi- 
ence to  instructions  contained  in  preceding  indorsement. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 
33  Union  Building^  Chicago^  Illy  October  26y  1875. 

General  :  Since  submitting  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1875, 1  have  carefully  watched  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  how  the  outer  harbor  was  affected  by  the  im- 
provements in  progress  of  construction,  and  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  vessels  in  entering  the  Chicago  River  irom  the  lake,  by  the  main 
entrance,  during  the  prevalence  of  northeasterly  storms. 

The  strong  winds  of  the  fall,  which  blow  from  the  northeast,  create 
the  highest  seas  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  during  their  contin- 
uance vessels  often  meet  with  disaster  in  entering  the  harbor,  notwith- 
standing the  entrance  is  nearly  600  feet  wide. 

Before  the  extension  of  the  north  pier  the  outer  harbor,  during  north- 
easterly storms,  was  not  a  thoroughly  quiet  roadstead  for  vessels,  and 
-mariners  could  not  be  made  to  use  it. 

Since  the  sinking  of  the  cribs  in  extension  of  the  north  pier,  however, 
a  marked  change  has  taken  place,  and  the  waters  behind  the  breakwater 
have  become  as  qniet  a  roadstead  for  vessels  as  the  river  inside,  and 
this  condition  will  be  much  improved  when  the  superstructure  is  placed 
upon  the  cribs. 

Storms  have  been  unusually  severe  and  frequent  this  fall,  and  many 
disasters  to  vessels  have  occurred^  some  vessels  striking  the  north  pier 
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on  the  north  side,  some  striking  tho  breakwater  near  its  north  end,  and 
some,  in  attempting  to  avoid  collisions  with  pier  and  breakwater,  have 
gone  npon  the  beach  soath  of  the  breakwater. 

From  my  stady  of  the  problem,  I  have  become  convinced  that  vessels 
will  find  it  easier  and  less  fruitful  of  disaster  to  enter  this  harbor  dnr- 
log  severe  northeasterly  storms  by  rounding  the  south  end  of  the  break- 
water. Steam-tugs  can  lie  behind  the  breakwater,  near  the  south  end, 
in  a  comparatively  quiet  sea,  and,  on  the  approach  of  vessels,  can  run 
oat  and  readily  bring  them  in  under  the  protection  of  the  breakwater. 
This  applies  to  vessels  approaching  the  harbor  to  discharge  cargoes,  or 
to  those  which  have  passed  out  for  other  lake  harbors  and  have  put 
back  to  escape  a  storm.  The  efifect,  then,  of  the  breakwater  is  to  make 
a  harbor  of  refuge  as  well  as  an  outer  harbor  at  this  port. 

In  consonance  with  this  view  of  the  case,  it  will  not  be  advisable  to 
baild^  at  present,  the  south  pier  to  inclose  the  outer  harbor,  or,  if  ampler 
is  bailt  on  that  side,  it  should  not* approach  the  breakwater  closer  than 
1^200  feetj  and  the  breakwater  should  extend  southerly  beyond  such  a 
pier  not  less  than  1,000  feet. 

I  have  repeatedly,  of  late,  called  the  attention  of  mariners  to  the 
facilities  for  gaining  ready  protection  by  rounding  the  south  end  of  the 
breakwater,  and  they  have,  in  a  few  instances,  adopted  my  suggestion, 
and  been  most  successful  in  entering.  Their  only  fear  has  been  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  water  in  the  roadstead  for  their  vessels,  especially 
for  those  drawing  as  much  as  13}  feet.  In  this  they  are  correct  if  they 
desire,  after  rounding  the  breakwater,  to  pass  to  the  city  wharves  on  the 
river  through  the  opening  in  the  south  river  pier,  as  to  do  this  they  will 
be  compelled  to  follow  a  channel  through  the  northerly  half  of  the  outer 
basin,  too  tortuous  to  be  practicable. 

In  the  south  half  of  the  outer  basin,  for  a  distance  of  1,000  feet  west 
of  the  breakwater,  it  is  rare  if  a  less  depth  of  water  than  13  feet  is 
foaod,  and  generally  the  depth  exceeds  15  feet ;  but  in  the  north  half 
the  depth  varies  from  9}  to  15  feet,  the  average  being  about  12  feet 

To  utilize  the  breakwater  as  it  is  to-day  to  its  fullest  value,  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  a  channel,  600  feet  wide  and  2,000  feet  long, 
be  dredged  through  the  north  half  of  the  outer  basin,  so  as  to  connect 
the  16-foot  curve  at  the  south  end  of  the  breakwater  with  the  16-foot 
carve  of  the  Chicago  Biver  at  the  ^^  return  "  of  the  breakwater  at  its 
north  end. 

So  much  irregular  dredging  has  been  done  in  the  outer  harbor  during 
the  past  two  years  by  private  parties  procuring  sand  for  sale,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  state,  with  any  great  accuracy,  what  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  bottom  since  the  construction  of  the  breakwater.  An  ex- 
amination of  all  the  surveys  of  the  harbor  made  since  1869  leads  me  to 
iDfer  that  no  material  change  has  taken  place,  (there  is  certainly  no 
evidence  of  rapid  shoaling,)  and  that  it  will  be  practicable  to  make  a 
permanent  channel  behind  the  breakwater  by  a  single  dredging. 

The  channel  I  recommend  is  indicated  in  red  on  the  inclosed  map. 

This  will  require  the  dredging  of  about  150,000  cubic  yards  of  mate- 
rial, at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $40,000. 

Sach  a  channel  will  be  of  great  importance  to  the  commei'ce  of  this 
harbor,  and  will  enable  shipping  to  freely  use  the  large  roadstead  formed 
by  the  breakwater,  either  as  a  place  of  refuge,  or  as  a  means  of  reach- 
ing, with  safety,  the  city  wharves  at  such  times  as  high  seas  lay  a  prac- 
tical embargo  upon  an  entrance  to  the  river's  mouth. 

I  had  not  intended  making  an  estimate  for  dredging  in  the  outer  har- 
bor until  after  the  construction  of  the  south  pier,  referred  to  in  the  re- 
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port  of  the  board  of  engineers,  dated  January  25,  1870,  but  my  obser- 
vations this  fall  have  convinced  me  that  whilst  the  necessity  for  the 
south  pier  has  not  yet  been  developed*  a  great  benefit  may  be  conferred 
upon  commerce  by  increasing  the  facilities  for  entering  tiie  river  from 
the  eastward  aroand  the  sonth  end  of  the  breakwater,  and  I  respectfally 
snbmit  an  estimate  of  $40,000  for  making  the  channel  indicated,  with 
the  recommendation  that  that  amount  be  added  to  my  estimate  for  con- 
tinuing the  improvement  of  Chicago  Harbor  for  the  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1877. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  L.  GILLESPIE, 
Major  of  EngineerSj  Btt  LU  CdL  U.  &  A. 
Brig.  Qen.  A.  A.  Humphbets, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  8.  A.,  Wachington^  D.  0. 
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Utb  CoNCtEESS, )  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.   (  Ex.  Doc. 
1st  Session.       f  \     No.  39. 


IMPROVEMENT  OP  DETROIT  RIVER. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


RELATIVE  TO 


The  improvement  of  the  Detroit  Biverj  and  inviting  attention  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Chief  of  Engineers^  that  an  appropriation  he  made  for  the 
improvement  of  the  same  at  the  '*  LimekilnsJ" 


JixUARV  5|  1876. — Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wab  Department,  December  31, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
resentatives copy  of  a  report  of  Maj.  G.  Weitzel,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
upon  the  improvement  of  Detroit  River,  and  to  invite  attention  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  that  Congress  be  asked  to  appro- 
priate $120,000  toward  the  improvement  at  the  Limekilns  for  the  next 
fiscal  vear. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Wa^hington^  D.  C,  December  20, 1875. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  the  statement  made  in  my  annual  report,  I  have 
imr  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Maj.  G.  Weitzel,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  upon  the  improvement  of  Detroit  River,  based  upon  the 
result  of  his  recent  survey,  and  also  upon  deepening  the  channel  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river. 

Major  Weitzel  estimates  the  cost  of  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
at  the  Limekilns  at  $262,000,  if  the  channel  is  located  partly  in  Cana- 
dian waters ;  which  he  deems  to  be  the  best  location,  and  the  cost  of 
deepening  tbe  four  shoals  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  also  partly  in  Cana- 
dian waters,  at  8300,000;  in  all,  $562,000.  Of  this  sura,  $192,000  would 
be  required  for  that  portion  of  the  work  which  would  lie  on  our  side. 

I  therefore  suggest  that  Congress  be  asked  to  appropriate  $120,000 
toward  the  improvement  at  the  Limekilns  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  UUMPHREYS, 
Brigaflier-Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Enginrers, 
lion.  W.  W.  Belknap, 


Secretary  of  War. 
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2  IMPROVEMENT   OF   DETROIT    RIVEH. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  TUE  DETROIT  RIVER,  MICHIGAN. 

United  States  Eng«neee  Office, 
Detroitj  Mich.j  November  26,  187j. 

Sib:  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the  first  part 
of  the  letter  from  your  Office,  dated  October  1, 1875,  relating  to  the  ini. 
provement  of  the  Detroit  Biver  at  the  Limekilns  and  at  its  mouth,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  viz : 

I  gave  the  history  of  this  work,  since  an  appropriation  was  made  for 
it,  as  fully  as  possible  in  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  endiu^ 
June  30,  1875,  and  I  will  therefore  not  repeat  it  here. 

As  already  reported  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  I  placed  my  assistant, 
Capt.  A.  N.  Lee,  in  special  charge  of  this  work,  in  addition  to  his  other 
duties,  and  he  was  therefore  ordered  to  furnish  me  with  the  data  which 
wonld  enable  me  to  comply  with  the  instructions  from  your  Office.  Tiih 
report  is  hereto  annexed,  and  is  intended  to  form  a  part  of  this  letter. 

The  bed  of  the  river  at  the  Limekilns  consists  of  solid  rock.  No  chan- 
rel  at  this  point,  less  than  300  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep,  will  therefore 
meet  the  existing  wants  of  commerce.  It  is  true  that  the  whole  of  the 
commerce  which  calls  for  this  improvement  passes  through  the  Saint 
Clair  Flats  Canal,  which  is  only  16  feet  deep  in  a  width  of  200  feet  But 
here  the  bed  and  sides  of  the  channel  consist  of  soft  material,  and  if  a 
vessel  comes  into  contact  with  either  no  serious  damage  results,  while 
in  a  cut  made  through  solid  rock  the  result  of  striking  either  the  bot- 
tom or  sides  would  undoubtedly  cause  serious  damage,  if  not  total  loss. 
To  give  the  commerce  a  reasonable  protection  against  such  dangers,  I 
think  it  wise  to  assume  the  above  dimensions  for  the  work.  This  being 
assumed,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  report  of  Captain  Lee  that 
such  a  channel,  lying  wholly  in  American  waters,  will  cost  in  ronnd  num- 
bers $500,000.  If  located  where  it  should  be,  partly  within  Canadian 
waters,  its  cost  would  be  in  round  numbers  $262,000.  Of  this  sum 
$120,000  would  be  required  on.  that  portion  in  Canadian  waters,  and 
$142,000  for  that  which  lies  on  our  side. 

Of  the  four  shoal  spots  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  one-half  of  the  first 
one  lies  on  our  side,  and  the  other  half,  with  the  three  others,  lies  on  the 
Canada  side.  These  shoal  places  are  composed  of  very  hard  material 
which  would  seriously  injure  a  vessel  if  it  struck  either,  and  the  depth 
of  water  over  them  should  therefore  also  be  at  least  18  feet  To  obtain 
this  depth  will  cost  in  round  numbers  $300,000,  of  which  amount  about 
$50,000  would  fall  in  our  waters  and  $250,000  in  Canadian  waters. 

To  recapitulate,  the  cost  would,  under  the  diflferent  circumstances,  be 
as  follows: 

Channel  at  Limekilns  wholly  in  American  waters $500, 000 

The  same  partly  in  American  and  partly  in  Canadian  waters.     202,000 
Deepening  four  shoal  places  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 300, 000 

Taking  the  most  favorable  position  for  the  channel  at  the  Limekilns, 
the  cost  of  the  w  hole  work  would  therefore  be  $562,000.  Of  this  8102,- 
000  would  be  required  on  our  side  and  $370,000  on  the  Canada  side,  if 
we  did  the  whole  work.  The  Canadians  could  do  their  part  of  the  work 
cheaper  than  we  could  do  it,  for  the  reason  that  labor,  material,  ^c? 
are  cheaper  over  there  than  here. 

]Nine  tenths  of  the  commerce  which  required  this  improvement  belongs 
to  our  country,  and  hence  it  seems  only  just  that  we  should  bear  that 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  work  if  Canada  in  turn  will  fjive  us  p^rmis- 
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sion  to  work  in  its  waters.    Our  share  wonld  then  be  a  little  over  $500,- 
000. 

As  Captain  Lee  states  in  his  report,  the  Canadians  have  been  work- 
ing at  the  improvement  of  the  river,  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lime- 
kilns, during  the  past  season.  Their  government  appropriated  $5,000 
for  the  work,  but  more  than  this  has  been  expended.  It  was  expended 
in  removing  the  most  dangerous  projecting  points  and  other  obstruc- 
tions in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  they  even  worked  in  our  waters,  and, 
I  am  told,  have  benefited  commerce  considerably  thereby.  They  worked 
over  a  great  deal  of  space  and  with  a  very  small  appropriation,  and,  con- 
sequently, with  very  crude  appliances,  and  in  the  face  of  a  great  many 
difficulties.  Hence  the  cost  per  cubic  yard  of  actual  rock-excavation 
reached  the  high  figure  of  $60. 

The  engineer  in  charge  now  comes  to  me,  unoflScially,  however,  and 
says  that  he  thinks  we  ought  to  pay  to  Canada  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the 
work. 

As  our  Government  had  made  an  appropriation  for  doing  the  work 
which  Canada  has  so  far  accomplished ;  was  perfectly  willing  to  do  it, 
and  has  up  to  this  time,  in  vain,  however,  applied  for  permission  to  go 
into  Canadian  waters  and  do  it,  I  find  it  difficult  to  recommend  such  a 
reimbursement,  although  the  bulk  of  the  commerce  benefited  by  the 
work  belongs  to  us. 

I  respectfully  transmit  by  express,  in  illustration,  and  for  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  this  letter,  two  sheets.*  One  is  a  tracing,  on  a  large 
Bcale,  illustrating  the  survey  of  the  river  at  the  Limekilns,  which  was 
made  last  spring  under  my  direction.  The  other  is  a  copy  of  the  ^^  Pre- 
liminary Chart  of  Mouth  of  Detroit  Eiver,"  furnished  me  from  the  office 
of  the  Survey  of  the  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes.  On  both  of 
these  charts  the  localities  to  be  improved  are  marked  with  colored  lines, 
as  specified  by  Captain  Lee  in  his  report. 

For  the  sake  of  economy,  and  for  compaiison,  I  directed  Captain  Lee 
to  report,  also,  the  cost  of  making  a  channel  at  the  Limekilns  20  feet  in 
depth.  It  will  be  seen  from  his  report  that  the  difference  in  cost  between 
such  a  channel  and  one  18  feet  in  depth  is  very  great  In  case  the  chan- 
oels  are  located  entirely  in  American  waters,  this  difference  is  over 
$1000,000,  and  in  the  other  case  it  is  about  $900,000. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  if  this  work  is  undertaken  by 
tbe  Government,  it  could  be  done  cheaper  than  the  prices  I  have  herein 
?iveD,  if  the  appropriation  is  made  in  not  more  than  two  parts,  or,  bet- 
ter still,  as  a  whole. 

This  would  justify  a  contractor  in  using  cofferdams  and  modern  labor- 
saving  appliances,  and  thus  enable  him  to  do  the  work  cheaper,  and, 
probably,  in  winter,  during  which  time  he  would  neither  interrupt  nor 
l>e  interrupted  by  navigation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZEL, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 

*  Not  transmitted.    See  origiual  report. 
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REPORT  OF  CAPT.   A.  N.  LEE,   CORPS   OF  ENGINEERS. 

United  States  Exgixeer  Office, 
Detroit^  Mich.,  November  24,  IrsTo. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Riibmit  herewith  a  tracing*  of  a  survey  of  the  Detroit 
River  in  vicinity  of  the  Limekilns,  made  under  your  directions  last  season  by  Mr.  H. 
H.  A.  Ulffer;);  assistant. 

I  also  submit,  by  your  instructions,  estimates  for  the  improvement  or  the  river  at 
this  point,  and  also  at  its  mouth. 

•The  first  estimate^is  based  on  the  supposition  that  the  channel-way  shall  be  300  feet 
wide,  20  feet  deep,  and  lie  wholly  in  American  waters.  The  second  gives  the  same  lo- 
cation and  width  of  channel,  but  only  requires  a  depth  of  18  feet. 

The  channel  under  first  and  second  estimates  is  included  between  blue  lines  on  trac- 
ing. The  third  and  fourth  estimates  require  the  same  width  and  depth  as  the  first  aod 
second,  respectively,  but  locate  the  channel  partly  in  American  and  partly  in  Canadian 
waters.    It  is  included  between  the  red  lines  on  the  tracing. 

FIRST  ESTIMATE. 

Channel  in  American  watera. 

Length,  2,580  feet ;  depth,  20  feet ;  width,  300  feet. 
On  east  side  of  center  Tine,  24,390  cubic  yards. 
On  west  side  of  center  line,  37,520  cubic  yards. 

Making  total  of  61,910  cubic  yards,  at  $25— $1,547,750. 

SECOND  ESTIMATE. 

Channel  in  American  walera. 

Length,  2,580  feet;  depth,  18  feet;  width,  300  feet. 
On  east  side  of  center  line,  5,730  cubic  yards. 
On  west  side  of  center  line,  14,230  cubic  yards. 

Making  total  of  19,960  cubic  yards,  at  $25— $499,000. 

THIRD  ESTIMATE. 

Channel  partly  in  Atnerican  and  partly  in  Canadian  waters. 

Length,  2,680  feet :  width,  300  feet ;  depth,  20  feet. 
On  east  side  of  center  line,  22,270  cubic  yards. 
On  west  side  of  center  line,  24,390  cubic  yards. 

Making  total  of  46,660  cubic  yards,  at  $25— $1,166,500. 

FOURTH  ESTIMATE. 

Channel  partly  in  American  and  partly  in  Canadian  waters. 

Length,  2,fxS0  feet ;  width,  300  feet ;  depth,  13  feet. 
On  east  side  of  center  line,  4,740  cubic  yards. 
On  west  side  of  center  line,  5,730  cubic  yards. 

Making  total  of  10,470  cubic  yards,  at  $25— $261,750. 

Twenty-five  dollars  per  cubic  yard  may  at  first  seem  a  large  estimate  ;  but,  when 
it  is  remembered  that  the  cutting  will  be  almost  entirely  through  solid  rock,  and  iu 
comparatively  deep  water,  with  a  rapid  current,  it  is  believed  that  it  is  not  too  great. 
Besides  the  difficulty  of  contending  with  the  current,  the  work  will  be  subjected  to 
more  or  less  delay  from  passing  vessels,  which  must  materially  add  to  the  cost. 

The  Canadian  authorities  have  been  at  work  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Canada  Southero 
Railroad  dock  for  some  time  past.  From  what  information  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain in  reference  to  their  progress,  I  find  that  they  have  removed  120  cubic  yards  of 
rock,  and  have  blasted,  but  not  taken  out,  30  cubic  yards.  They  hav»  bored  fifty 
holes.  The  average  charge  of  nitro-glycerine  used  is  i  pound.  The  work  has  cost 
them  about  $60  per  cubic  yard. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  improvement  at  the  Limekilns,  there  are  four  shoal  spots 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  which  more  or  less  dredging  will  be  required.    The  prin- 


*  Tracing  not  tranmnlttcd.    See  original  rcpor^.^^jOOQ  IC 
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(ipal  of  these  is  sitnated  nearly  Bonthwest  of  Bar  Point,  and  distant  aliont  one  and  one* 
Ulf  miles.    It  is  directly  in  the  course  of  vessels,  and  its  removal  is  imperatively  de- 

The  Canadian  government  has  a  ligbt-sbip  on  or  near  the  shoal.  The  least  water  on 
I,  u  given  by  the  Lake  Sarvey  chart,  is  13|  feet.  It  is  partly  in  American  and  partly 
in  Canadian  waters,  and  marked  "  A  "  on  the  chart.  The  other  shoals  are  marked 
^Br-C,*'and«D.» 

In  the  following  estimate  I  have  only  provided  for  18  feet  of  water,  as  it  wonld  be 
:iiipo63ible  to  give  more  without  extending  the  work  greatly.  I  have  allowed  HO  cents 
jivr  cubic  yard  on  acconnt  of  the  exi^osed  location  of  the  work. 

ESTIMATE. 

^hoalA 186, 000  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents $93,000 

^ualB 15, 400  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents 7,700 

^bjalC 177, 136  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents 88,563 

^.ioalD 220, 000  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents 110,000 

Total...598,526  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents i 299,263 

It  may  appear  useless  to  estimate  for  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  the  Limekilns  when  vessels 
f\n  only  carry  16  feet  through  the  Saint  Clair  Flats  Canal  and  18  feet  at  the  mouth  of 
'^1*  river,  but  the  improvement  at  the  Limekilns  may  be  regarded  as  a  permanent  work, 
.:  beio};  through  solid  rock  and  in  no  danger  of  filling  up.  A  depth  of  20  feet  once 
■  Stained,  the  work  there  would  require  no  further  appropriation,  while  in  the  canal  and 
it  the  mouth  of  the  river  more  or  less  dredging  will  be  required  from  time  to  time.  For 
'beae  reasons  I  have  thought  best  to  include  the  20-foot  estimate  with  the  others,  in 
'  i.««  the  proper  authorities  should  decide  to  appropriate  an  amount  sufficient  to  make 
*  tboroDgh  and  durable  work. 
The  importance  and  necessity  of  the  above  improvements  cannot  be  overestimated. 
Tley  are  a  matter  of  direct  interest  to  almost  the  entire  commerce  of  the  lakes,  and 
If  ]<M8  occasioned  by  vessels  grounding  at  the  Limekilns  and  mouth  of  the  river,  during 
*'-'■  last  five  years,  would  more  than  pay  the  cost  of  obtaining  a  safe  channel  at  all  stages 
:  ^ater. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A,  N.  LEE, 
Captain  of  Engineers ^  U,  S,  A. 
3/aj.  G.  Weitzel, 
'  orp9  of  Engineers, 

n.  Ex.  39 2 
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44TH  CoxGBESS,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doo. 
lstSe$*ioH.      i  \    No.  40. 


JETTIES  AT  FORT  BROWN,  TEXAS. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE    SECRE  TARY    OF    ¥AR 


RELATIVE  TO 


ill  appropriation  for  jetties  to  protect  the  rixerhanlcs  at  Fort  Brovcn^ 

Texas, 


*\vrART  6,1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  aod  oidered  to  be  piinted. 


The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  his  letter  of  February  10, 1874,  transmit- 
tmp  copy  of  correspondence  relative  to  the  encroachment  of  the  Uio 
(irande  upon  the  site  of  Fort  Brown,  Texas,  and  asking  an  appropria- 
*:on  of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  jetties  to  protect  the  river- 
.*anlf.s.    (See  House  Ex.  Doc.  153, 43d  Cong.,  1st  sess.) 

Captain  A.  S.  Kimball,  A.  Q.  M.,  in  his  annual  report  dated  July  1, 
Mo, reports:  **  An  improvement  of  the  water-front  of  Fort  Brown, 
T<ria9,  has  become  a  matter  of  necessity,  as  the  inroads  of  the  Bio 
<irande  are  gradually  growing  more  severe  as  the  treacherous  banks 
z^ive  way  to  the  action  of  the  stream,  and  may  soon  endanger  the  safety 
of  valuable  public  buildings." 

No  appropriation  having  been  made  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
:r.(fn(lation  above  referred  to,  the  Secretary  of  War  respectfully  renews 
•>  recommendation  that  an  appropriation  of  f  10,000  be  made  for  jettien 
*« protect  the  river- banks  at  Fort  Brown. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  MVar, 

Wab  DEPART3rENT,  Peccmher  20,  1875. 
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44th  Congbbss,  >    HOUSE  OF  KEPliESENTATIVES.   (  Ex.  Doo. 
l»t  Session.       f  )     No.  41. 


MOUTH  OF  CAPE  FEAB  EIVBR. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR 


RELATIVE  TO 


An  appropriation  for  the  prosecution  of  tvorJc  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 

River. 


Jaxuaky  5,  1376. — Roferreil  to  tho  Coniuiittte  onCominerce  and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

War  Department, 

December  20,  1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  copy  of  couimunica- 
tion  from  Major  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  for  the  reasons  stated, 
to  recommend  that  an  immediate  appropriation  of  $210,000  be  made  for 
the  prosecation  of  the  work  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  as  essen- 
tial to  secare  the  great  object  of  the  whole  scheme  of  improvement. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  ^Var, 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  D.  C,  December  dy  1875, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  your  special  attention  to  the  inclosed 
commauicatloD,  of  the  7th  instant,  from  Major  Craighill,  Corps  of  En- 
pneers,  with  the  suggestion  that  it  be  transmitted  to  Congress  with  a 
reeomnjendation  for  the  immediate  appropriation  of  $210,000  for  the 
prosecation  of  the  work  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  as  essential 
to  secure  tho  great  object  of  the  whole  scheme  of  improvement. 

The  work  is  a  novel  one,  beset  with  great  difficulties,  and  its  success- 
fal  execation  so  far  has  required  the  most  skillful  and  judicious  hand- 
ling. Everything  now  gives  promise  of  complete  success,  for  the  at- 
tainment of  which  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  should  now  have  at  his 
disposal  all  the  funds  requisite  for  the  completion  of  the  various  works 
projected. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 


Secretary  of  War. 
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United  States  Engineeu-Opfice, 

Baltimore^  Md.j  December  7,  1875. 

General  :  In  addiHon  to  tlie  routine  report  of  operations  for  the 
Cape  Fear  River  for  November,  which  will  be  forwarded  in  a  day  or 
two  with  others,  it  seems  not  out  of  place  to  call  attention  to  several 
particulars  concerning  the  river  and  the  effects  of  the  work  done  there 
by  the  United  States. 

The  apron  which  is  to  extend  from  Federal  Point  to  Zeke's  Island 
will  be  about  4,200  feet  long.  For  a  description,  see  inclosed  copy  of 
specifications.  About  one- fifth  of  it  had  been  completed  at  end  of 
November. 

Captain  Phillips  reports  that  Federal  Point,  its  beginning,  "  contin- 
ues to  grow."  The  experience  continues  to  be  what  was  observed  dar- 
ing the  construction  from  the  same  point  of  the  experimental  crib  and 
stone  jetty,  half  the  length  of  which  was  covered  by  the  sand  so  rapidly 
that  it  could  not  be  finished  vertically. 

While  this  effect  is  following  the  construction  of  the  apron,  the 
dredging  continues  in  the  channel  behind  the  Horseshoe  Shoal,  to  be 
made  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  low  water.  The  main  object  of 
this  cut  was  to  relieve  New  Inlet  by  opening  a  channel  elsewhere  for 
the  water  of  the  river,  or  a  large  portion  of  it.  This  cut  was  located 
where  the  channel  was  a  century  ago,  before  New  Inlet  opened. 
The  new  cut  not  only  maintains  the  dimensions  given  by  the  machines, 
but  the  current  sets  through  and  improves  it. 

While  these  effects  are  observed  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Inlet, 
the  Baldhead  entrance,  six  or  seven  miles  distant,  is  increasing  in 
depth,  having  already  become,  as  it  was  a  century  ago,  the  best  en- 
trance to  the  river  for  the  heavier  vessels. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  not  now  available  an  ad- 
ditional sum  of  $200,000,  as  the  crisis  of  this  most  interesting  problem 
is  now  upon  us. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  CRAIGHILL, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  8>  Army^  Washingtony  Z>.  C. 


improvement  of  cape  fear  river,  north  CAROLINA. 

UioTED  Statbs  Enginkbr-Office, 
TTnUm  Bank  Building^  BalHmors,  Md.,  July  97, 1875. 
Proposals  for  continuing  the  construction  of  the  jetty  or  defleotor,  extending  from 
Federal  Point,  at  New  Inlet,  Cape  Fnar  River,  N.  C,  will  he  reoeired  at  this  office  nneil 
noon  of  August  6, 1875,  and  opened  immediately  thereafter.    Blank  forma,  apecifica- 
tions,  &G,,  can  be  had  upon  application  at  this  omoe. 

WM.  P.  CRAIGHILL, 

Mujor  ofEnyimxri, 


SPECIFICATIONS  RBLATIKG  TO  THE   EXTENSION  OF  THE  FEDERAL  POINT  JETTY  AT  THE 
NEW  INLET,  NEAR  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR  RIVER,  NORIH  CAROLINA. 

Locality  a/nd  general  deeoriptUm  o/Keio  Inlet, — ^The  New  Inlet  is  located  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Cape  Fear  Rtrer,  about  nineteen  miles  below  the  city  of  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
and  eight  miles  above  the  mouth  (proper)  of  the  river. 

Old  records  show  that  this  inlet  nas  been  in  existence  for  somewhat  over  a  century, 
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and  that  its  origin  was  clue  as  much  (if  not  more)  to  the  action  of  the  wind  upon  the 
dry  sand  of  the  beach,  as  to  the  tendency  of  the  river-current  to  seek  that  outlet  to 
the  sea.  Up  to  the  summer  season  of  1873,  no  steps  were  ever  taken  to  contract  the 
area  of  ootflow  at  New  Inlet,  although  several  breaks,  which  had  from  time  to  time 
occurred  below  the  New  Inlet,  had  been  successfully  closed. 

On  July  1, 1873,  the  work  for  closing  the  space  between  Smith's  and  Zeke's  Islands 
Lad  just  been  completed,  and  New  Inlet  remained  as  the  only  passage  to  sea,  except- 
ing the  mouth  (proper)  of  the  river.  At  this  time  the  condition  of  the  Now  Inlet  was 
about  as  follows :  Width  in*  a  direct  line  from  Federal  Point  to  Zeke's  Island,  4,200 
feet ;  depth  of  water  on  said  line,  from  6  to  15  feet  at  ordinary  low  water. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  distance  from  Federal  Point  to  Zeke's  Island  was  occupied 
by  what  is  known  as  the  "  Six-Foot  Shoal,"  all  the  deeper  water  being  on  the  southern 
or  Zeke's  Island  side  of  the  inlet.  On  the  New  Inlet  bar  there  was,  at  this  time,  about 
7  feet  of  water  at  low  tide. 

The  tide  is  about  twenty-five  minutes  earlier  at  Now  Inlet  than  at  the  mouth  (proper) 
of  the  river.  The  ordinary  rise  of  tide  is  4.5  feet.  Vessels  of  light  draught,  (say  9  feet,) 
coming  to  this  point  from  the  north,  can  enter  by  way  of  the  New  Inlet  at  higti  water, 
thus  saving  a  run  of  about  thirty-five  miles  to  enter  the  old  mouth. 

Description  and  effects  of  Federal  Point  jeiiy. — At  this  date  (July,  1873)  the  present 
Federal  Point  jetty  was  commenced,  and  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  this  year  was 
extended  to  500  feet  in  length. 

As  the  object  of  this  work  was  primarily  to  serve  as  deflector  to  the  inlet-currents, 
and  not  necessarily  to  form  an  integral  part  of  any  closing  work  which  might  after- 
ward be  undertaken,  the  direction  given  it  served  to  diminish  the  distance  across  the 
inlet  bv  only  about  3(K)  feet — thus  leaving  the  distance  across,  from  end  of  jetty  to 
Zeke's 'island,  about  3,800  feet. 

This  structure  is  composed  of  cribs  30  feet  by  20  feet,  placed  in  juxtaposition  across 

(be  line  of  work,  tilled  with  stone,  and  built  to  about  2  feet  above  ordinary  low  water. 

One  of  the  results  of  this  work  has  been  the  growth  of  Federal  Point,  the  beach  of 

which  has  followed  out  along  the  jetty  on  both  sides,  to  about  one-hiUf  its  length, 

and  to  high- water  mark. 

As  the  Tine  of  cribs  was  put  down,  the  current«  of  the  inlet  cut  out  a  saucer-shaped 
pocket  in  advance,  which,  on  the  completion  of  the  500  feet  of  work,  had  the  following 
dimensions,  which  have  not  since  materially  Changed :  Greatest  depth  of  water,  (whien 
is  immediately  at  end  of  jetty,)  17  feet  at  low  water.  From  this  point  the  water 
bhoals  regularly,  both  in  advance  and  on  the  sides,  until  the  origin.*il,  undisturbed  bot- 
tom is  reached,  at  points  between  250  and  300  feet  distant  from  the  end  of  the  jetty. 
The  depth  of  water  near  Zeke's  Island,  referred  to  above  as  15  feet,  has  remained 
unchanged,  as  has  also  the  depth  of  water  on  New  Inlet  bar. 

Regarding  future  operations. — It  seems  desirable,  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  to 
farther  contract  the  area  df  outflow  at  the  New  Inlet,  to  as  great  an  extent  as  the  state 
of  available  funds  will  permit,  either  by  continuing  the  work  in  its  present  form,  or 
by  adopting  some  other  mode  of  structure.  About  $100,000  will  be  available  for  this 
purpose,  with  the  probability  of  an  increased  allotment,  in  case  advantageous  bids  are 
offered. 

Information  and  instruction  to  Udders.—lt  is  not  desij^ned  t'O  specify  the  exact  mode 
of  structure  which  shall  be  adopted  in  the  continuation  of  the  Federal  Point  jetty, 
and  bidders  are  invited  to  propose  a  method,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  work  they  are 
willing  to  nndertake. 

Should  some  other  form  of  structure  be  proposed  than  that  already  used,  as,  for  in- 
stance, piles,  sand-bags,  brush,  or  a  combination  of  these  or  other  materials,  bidders 
will  so  state,  giving  a  description  of  the  proposed  work,  and  in  all  cases  guaranteeing 
a  permanency  of  the  structure,  at  least  for  a  specified  period. 

Bids  will  be  entertained  for  the  construction  of  an  apron,  composed  of  brush  or  other 
material,  extending  from  the  end  of  the  jetty  entirely  across  the  inlet. 

Bidders  for  this  dam  of  work  will  find  at  this  office  drawings  showing  plan  and  sec- 
tions of  such'  an  apron  as  appears  to  the  Government  to  be  desirable ;  referring  to  di- 
mensions and  not  specifying  the  class  of  material  to  be  used.  This  proposed  apron 
contemplates  a  slope  of  one  on  one  on  the  inner,  and  one  on  two  on  the  outer  side,  and 
to  be  of  such  width,  that  if  brought  up  to  low-water  mark,  it  would  ^ave  a  width  of 
16  feet  at  that  plane.  This  would  give  for  greatest  width  at  bottom  70  feet,  least  width 
40  feet,  average  width  at  bottom  over  the  entire  length,  53  feet.  Length  of  entire 
apron  on  line  proposed,  which  may  be  seen  on  the  plan  referred  to,  but  which  is  sub- 
ject to  slight  changes  of  direction,  4,185  feet.  Height  of  apron  above  the  bottom  to 
be  not  less  than  4  feet. 

Bidders  are  at  liberty  to  propose  and  base  their  bids  upon  an  apron  of  dimensions 
other  than  the  above,  (except  as  to  height,)  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  class  of  material  to 
be  nsedby  them  would  either  warrant  or  require  any  deviation  therefrom. 

Bids  are  invited  to  apply  to  each  of  the  two  following  cases  :  the  one  in  which  the 
bidder  proposes  to  put  down  an  apron  of  specified  thicKuess,  the  Government  taking 

Digitized  by  ^OO^  l€ 


4  MOUTH    OF   CAPE    FEAR    RIVER. 

all  risk  of  settlement  as  the  work  progre.sses ;  the  other,  ia  which  the  bidder  takes  all 
risk  of  settlement,  and  agrees  to  raise  and  maintain  said  apron  to  the  same  specified 
height  above  the  present  bottom. 

Bids  will  also  be  received  for  the  closure  of  the  New  Inlet  as  a  lamp  job. 

In  all  cases  each  bid  mnst  be  accompanied  by  drawings,  ma<le  to  a  scale,  showing,  in 
cross-section,  the  dimensions  of  the  proposed  work,  the  mode  of  structure  proposed  ; 
and  in  which  will  be  exhibited  the  proportional  amount  of  the  various  kinds  of  mate- 
rial proposed  to  be  used. 

It  is  to  be  uuderstood,  however,  that  in  any  contract;  which  may  be  entered  into  for 
the  performance  of  any  portion  of  the  work  in  question*,  it  shall  be  specified  that  all 
material  used  and  all  labor  performed  shall  be  subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  engineer 
in  charge,  and  shall  be  furnished  and  performed  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 

The  attention  of  bidders  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  United  States  Gk>vemment  is 
dredging  a  channel  behind  the  Horseshoe  Shoal,  opposite  the  New  Inlet,  one  of  the 
designs  of  which  is  to  draw  away  from  the  inlet  a  large  portion  of  the  fluvial  current 
which  now  takes  that  course  to  the  sea. 

Finally,  it  is  not  believed  that  intelligent  bids  can  be  made  for  the  accomplishment 
of  any  of  the  above  work  without  a  personal  examination  of  the  locality,  and  bids, 
will  only  be  considered  from  those  who  have  made  such  an  examination.  The  bid  will 
80  state. 

In  all  cases,  proposals  will  specify  the  price  per  linear  foot  for  which  the  work  will  be 
undertaken,  as  no  bids  per  cubic  yard  will  be  entertained. 

They  will  give  a  description  of  the  kind  of  work  proposed,  and  the  extent  of  the 
work  which  will  be  undertaken. 

When  apron- work  is  contemplated  bidders  will  state  price  per  linear  foot  for  an  apron 
4  feet  in  height,  and  additional  price  for  each  foot  above  that  height. 

Proposals  will  also  state  the  time  at  which  the  work  bid  for  will  be  commenced,  and 
the  probable  duration  of  job. 

Payment, — Payments  will  be  made  monthly  so  long  as  the  contractor  execntes  satis- 
factorily the  amount  of  work  guaranteed,  reserving  ten  per  cent,  from  each  piiy- 
ment  until  the  whole  contract  is  satisfactorily  completed. 

Proposals  are  to  be  sealed,  in  duplicate,  indorsed  on  outside,  accompanied  by  a  copy 
of  this  advertisement  and  specifications,  on  forms  to  bo  had  at  this  office. 

Maps  of  the  locality  can  be  seen,  and.  any  further  information  obtained,  by  applica- 
tion at  this  office,  or  to  the  resident  engineer  atSmithville,  N.  C,  Cax)t.  C.  13.  Phillips, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 

A  copy  of  this  advertisement  and  specifications  will  bo  attached  to  the  contract,  and 
form  a  part  of  it. 

The  right  to  reject  any  bid  is  reserved. 

WM.  P.  CRAIGHILL, 
Major  of  Engineer  a ,  U.  S,  J* 
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44th  CSongbess,  )  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
Ut  Session.       J  )    No.  42. 


SISSETON  AND  WAHPETON  SIOJX  INDIANS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE   SECRETARY   OF    THE   INTERIOR, 


TRANSMITTING 


Tfie  draught  of  a  hill  providing  for  a  modification  of  the  requirements  of 
the  fifth  article  of  tlie  treaty  of  February  \^^  1837,  icith  the  Sisseton  and 
Wahpeton  bands  of  the  Sioux  Indians^  and  recommending  the  same  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress, 


January  5,  1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Depart^ient  of  the  Interior^ 

Washingt07i,  December  23,  1875. 

Sir:  a  treaty  with  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  bands  of  Sioux  Indians, 
coochided  February  19,  1867,  makes  provision  for  an  allotment  of  lands 
in  severalty  to  heads  of  families  or  single  persons  over  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

Under  authority  of  this  Department,  instructions  were  issued,  under 
date  of  14th  *of  May  last,  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to 
Mr.  C.  C.  Royce,  as  a  special  agent,  to  proceed  to  the  Sisseton  agency,, 
in  Dakota,  and  make  allotments  of  land  to  each  member  of  said  bands 
who  should  be  entitled  thereto,  in  the  manner  and  upon  the  conditions 
stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  said  treaty,  one  of  which  is  as  follows : 

And  every  person  to  whom  lands  may  be  allotted  under  the  provisions  of  this  article 
who  shall  occupy  and  cultivate  a  portion  thereof  for  five  consecutive  years,  shall  there- 
after be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  for  the  same  so  soon  as  he  shall  have  fifty  acres  of 
said  tract  fenced,  plowed,  and  in  crop  :  Provided^  That  s&id  patent  shall  not  authorize 
any  transfer  of  said  lands,  or  portion  thereof,  except  to  the  United  States,  but  said 
lands  and  the  improvements  thereon  shall  descend  to 'the  proper  heirs  of  the  persons 
obtaininjv  a  patent. 

A  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Royce,  presented  by  letter  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  under  date  of  21st  instant,  (copy  also  herewith,) 
is  inclosed,  wherein  the  special  agent  gives  his  views  of  the  effect  of 
that  portion  of  the  article  (5)  hereinbefore  recited,  which  makes  it  a  con- 
dition-precedent  to  the  issuance  of  the  patent  that  fifty  acres  of  land 
should  first  be  properly  placed  under  cultivation,  and  states  that,  in  his 
judpfment,  the  amount  of  land  thus  required  to  be  improved  is  unneces- 
sarily large,  and  discourages  the  Indians  in  their  efforts. 

I  therefore  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  draught  of  a  bill 
providing  for  a  modification  of  the  requirement  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  February  19,  1867,  to  the  effect  that  the  amount  of  fifty  acres 
of  improvement  be  reduced  to  tweuty-ftve,  and,  in  a^'COf^^^J^IJ^  ^l^cjto e 
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recommendation  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  lodiau 
Afifairs,  recommend  the  subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  CHANDLER, 

Secretary. 
The  Speaker,  Hotise  of  Representatives. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  21, 1875. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  Department  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  returning, 
'With  approval,  the  amended  draught  of  a  bill  providing  for  a  reduction 
in  the  quantity  of  land  required  to  be  cultivated  by  allottees,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  with  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  Sioux,  concluded 
February  10, 1867,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  issue  of  patents  for 
such  allotments,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  two  copies 
of  said  bill,  accompanied  by  copies  of  the  report  of  Special  Agent  C.  C. 
Koyce,  who  made  the  allotments,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
same  be  laid  before  Congress  for  favorable  action  by  that  body. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  SMITH, 

Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Whereas  the  fifth  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  February  19, 1867,  between  the  Uaited 
States  and  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  bauds  of  Dakota  or  Sioux  Indians  provides  for 
an  allotment  of  160  acres  of  land  upon  the  reservations  therein  set  apart,  to  each  head 
of  a  family  or  single  person  over  twenty-one  years  of  age  belonging  to  said  bands  and 
entitled  tu  locate  thereon,  and  further  provides  that  every  person  to  whom  lands  may 
be  allotted  under  the  provisions  of  this  article,  who  shall  occupy  and  cultivate  a  por- 
tion thereof  for  five  cousecutive  years,  shall  thereafter  be  entitled  to  receive  a  patent 
for  the  same  so  soon  as  he  shall  have  fifty  acres  of  said  tract  fenced,  plowed,  and  iu 
cnip:  Provided^  That  said  patent  shall  not  authorize  any  transfer  of  said  lands  or  por- 
tions thereof  except  to  the  United  States,  but  said  lands  and  the  improvements  thereon 
shall  descend  to  the  proper  heirs  of  the  pers'tns  obtainiug  a  patent ;  and  whereas  it  is 
believed  the  quantity  of  fifty  acres  aforesaid,  required  to  be  in  fence  and  nnder  cultt- 
vation  as  a  condition-precedent  to  the  issue  of  patents,  is  excessive  :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Erepresentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satiKfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  that  any  per- 
son to  whom  lands  may  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  allotted  uuder  the  provisions  of 
the  fifth  article  of  said  treaty  has  occupied  and  cultivated  a  portion  of  the  land  so 
allotted  to  him  for  five  consecutive  years,  and  has  also  cansed  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  acres  of  such  allotment  to  be  fenced,  plowed,  and  put  in  crop,  it  shall  thereupon 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  such  per- 
son for  the  land  so  allotted  to  him,  but  the  title  conveyed  by  such  patent  shall  not  be 
transferable  except  to  the  United  States,  and  the  land,  with  the  improvements  thereon, 
shall  descend  to  the  heirs  of  the  patentee. 


Washixgtox,  D.  C,  September  25,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Acting  under  office  instructions  of  the  14th  of  May  last,  I  proceeded  to  the  Sisseton 
agency  m  Dakota,  for  the  purpose  of  making  allotments  of  land  in  severalty  to  such 
me-nbers  of  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  bands  of  Sioux  as  should  be  entitled  thereto 
under  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  those  bands,  concluded  Feb- 
ruary 19,  ld67. 

Arriving  at  Saint  Paul,  en  route  to  the  agency,  on  the  morning  of  June  2,  I  found 
Agent  Hamilton,  who  informed  me  that  he  would  be  unable  to  leave  for  his  agency 
until  the  7th,  and  that  the  as:ency  team  which  was  to  meet  him  at  Morris  and  trans- 
jfOTt  us  to  the  agency,  sixty-five  m  les  distant  from  the  railroad,  would  not  be  there 
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Dotil  that  day.  Acoordiogly  I  remained  in  Saint  Paal  and  Minneapolis  until  the  7th, 
aod,  accompanied  by  Agent  Hamilton,  reached  Morris,  Minn.,  on  the  morning  of  the 
8(b.  The  agency  team,  however,  did  not  arrive  at  Morris  until  the  evening  of  the  9th, 
aod  we  left  Tor  the  agency  on  the  morning  of  the  10th. 

1 800D  ascertained  that  the  Indians  were  all  anxious  to  have  the  bpnndaries  of  their 
respective  allotments  clearly  pointed  out  to  them,  most  of  them  having  already  se- 
lected the  spot  where  they  were  desirous  of  having  their  claims  located,  and  in  numer- 
ous instances  being  in  snoh  proximity  to  each  other  that  two  or  three  of  them  would 
lay  claim  to  the  same  forty  or  eighty  acre  tract.  Many  vexatious  disputes  were  thus 
broa^ht  about,  which  in  some  instances  J  found  much  difficulty  in  adjusting  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  parties,  owing  to  the  tenacitv  with  which  each  claimant  would  adhere 
to  the  assertion  of  the  priority  and  superiority  of  his  own  claim. 

As  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  of  June,  I  found  a  larse  proportion  of  the  survey- 
or's stakes  had  been  destroyed ;  in  some  instances  by  the  Indians  themselves,  but  gen- 
(^rally  by  the  annual  prairie-flres  that  sweep  over  the  reservation.  Occasion  ally  I  also 
foond  that  the  surveyor  had  in  the  first  place  neglected  to  set  the  proper  stakes,  and  in 
several  instances  the  stakes  standing  were  incorrectly  marked.  Under  these  oircnm- 
etaoces  I  deemed  it  necessary,  in  onler  to  insure  accuracy  in  all  cases,  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  practical  surveyor.  The  services  of  the  regular  interpreter  being  in  al- 
most constant  demand  at  the  agency,  it  became  necessary  that  I  should  employ  some 
one  to  accompany  me  regularly  in  that  capacitv.  Authority  having  been  given  me  in 
Office  letter  of  the  21st  of  June  to  employ  both  a  surveyor  and  interpreter,  I  secured 
the  services  of  a  competent  and  experienced  man  to  perform  the  duties  first  mentioned, 
at  a  compensation  of  |3  per  day,  and  also  employed  an  interpreter  at  the  rate  of  $45 
per  month. 

The  nature  of  the  country  was  such  as  to  render  it  impossible,  except  in  a  few  in- 
staoees,  to  give  each  Indian  his  entire  allotment  in  one  body.    The  '*  coteaus  "  or  hills 
of  the  prairie  extended  almost  the  entire  length  of  the  reservation  from  northwest  to 
southeast.    These  coteaus  are  intersected  by  numerous  deep  ravines,  which  are  filled 
ia  most  instances  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  CDUstitnting  the  only  supply  of  wood 
to  be  found  on  the  reserve,  except  a  slight  fringe  of  trees  that  skirts  the  margin  of  some 
of  the  nomeroos  small  lakes  with  which  the  country  abounds.    As  a  rule  the  land  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  these  ravines  is  rough,  stony,  and  unfit  for  cultivation,  and 
accordingly  in  making  the  allotments  I  allowed  each  allottee  to  select  either  forty  or 
eighty  acn^  along  the  ravines,  and  the  remainder  of  his  claim  at  some  other  most  con- 
venient and  desirably  spot  upon  the  ''flat''  or  bottom  prairie,  iu  order  that  he  might 
hive  agricultural  land  of  good  quallt}'' sufficient  to  enable  him  to  bring  the  **  fifty 
acres"  mentioned  iu  the  treaty  under  cultivation,  with  a  view  to  securing  his  patent. 
Speaking  of  this  quantity  of  fifty  acres,  required  by  the  treaty  to  be  brought  under 
ealtivation  before  the  allottee  can  secure  a  patent  for  his  allotment,  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  that,  iu  my  judgment,  the  requirement  is  unnecessarily  and,  to  an  Indian, 
disconragingly    large.    Some  few   members  of  the  tribe  will  undoubtedly  iu  a  few 
years  have  more  than  fifty  acres  each  in  crop,  but  to  a  large  proportion  of  these  the 
quantity  specified  in  the  treaty  seems  so  great  as  to  discourage  all  elfort  on  their  part 
to  achieve  the  task.    In  view  of  this  fact,  I  deem  it  appropriate  to  suggest  that  legis- 
lation be  asked  of  Congress  at  its  next  session  reducing  by  one-half  the  number  of  acres, 
rtqnircd  by  the  treaty  as  aforesaid  to  be  brought  uuder  cultivation  as  a  condition-pre- 
eedeot  to  the  issuance  of  patents ;  or,  it  might  be  deemed  a  more  advisable  plan  to 
is&ne  to  each  allottee  a  j^ateut  for  loity  acres  of  his  allotment  for  each  ten  acres  that 
lieshidl  bring  under  cultivation,  until  he  shall  have  received  patents  for  the  entire 
allotment.    Many  of  the  Indians  already  have  from  five  to~  twenty-five  acres  well  fenced 
and  under  cultivation.    Gabriel  Renville,  the  head  chief,  has  now  inclosed  within  a 
substantial  wire  fence  and  under  cultivation  the  full  quantity  of  fifty  acres,  and  is 
therefore  entitled  to  his  patent.    I  earnestly  recommend  that  measures  be  taken  for 
the  issue  of  a  patent  iu  his  name  for  the  land  allotted  to  him  at  the  earliest  day  prac- 
ticable.   It  will  serve  as  a  strong  incentive  to  others  to  emulate  his  example  of  industry 
and  thrift. 

The  number  of  allotments  made  to  individuals  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-four ;  in 
addition  to  which  I  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the  manual-labor  boarding-school  farm 
three  hnndrtd  and  twenty  acres ;  lor  agency-purposes,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
npon  which  the  agency-buildings  are  located,  iu  addition  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  timber;  lIso  htvtral  foity-acie  tracts,  upon  \\hich  are  located  churches  and 
school-houses. 

I  sub  Jilt  horewith,  as  a  part  of  this  report,  a  schedule  exhibiting  the  names  of  the 
allottees,  together  with  the  dtscriptious of  the  various  tracts  of  land  allotted  to  each, 
and  respcctlully  ctk  that  the  ts.uiG  may  receive  the  approval  of  the  Department,  and 
that  certificates  of  allotment  be  issued  at  an  tally  day  to  each  allottee. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

C.  C.  EOYCE, 
Special  Afjtiit  Interior  Department, 

Hon.  E  p.  Smith,  „.,.    .      r,  n  Digitized  by  ^^OOQIc 

CoMmuBtoner  Indian  Jffaira,  JTainmston,  D.  C.  »  ^  ,-5 


SISSETON   AND    WAHPETOX   SIOUX    INDIANS. 


^|§ 

••  5  « 
»  «  s 
S  «  t« 

§11 

^  h  *• 

s  ?^  r 
^^'^ 

5i    ^    2» 

S  §-.•£ 
cS  -^  O 

g*   ^     ^    In* 

S  §  §  -2 
**•«!£. 


•q^ooi 


OOOOCiOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCiOOOQ 


^^^^3^3  ^1 


'aoipdg 


a 


59  rt  i;  S 

=    =   S   3 


o  2 


-       -      5^      - 

mi 


S   3 


eS 


o  9  3  c? 

fe  ^  i  ^ 

.z;  J3  ^  ^  cc  •« 

■^  -t^  *z  -ta  *"  -t^ 

c  o  o  5  o  5 
ac  ;z:  ;z;  03  ^  oj 


2  g  S  3  § 

^   "^   eJ  w   "< 


eS  eS  s 

TT    CD    ©   ^    U 


S   9   B«M 


2  S  ^  S  ^  o-^  i-"  ?  ©  S  5  ^  P*-    • 

eS   O   O    O    2    O    O    O   O    C   «   *^^   O   O   Q 


SfSS 
©  ^  ©  © 

o  o  o  5 
a  S  a  g 

s||l 


•dpaiaj 


•3l«K 


o 
© 
S 


CO 
o  s 

=  3 

c  s 


rs 


2 


I 


©  £  s 


CI 


i-)aoai)0{[n  i 
I    JO  -ox    ; 


s 

s 


e 

o 
.a 


i2 

o 

a        I 

^  i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SISSETON  AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 

::  i  •:  i  :  i  i  i  :  I  i  i^  ::::*:  i  i  i  ;  i  : 


lA  in  kO  lA  lO 


S':iS'-SS^3S3S^g^^SII3^Ss;»;;:«S;Mi^U^Si 


SiSSSJIiS 


=t;'^sss^sss8S§2's>=' 


■^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


?  »-  6 

c  a  o 

til 

Hi 


eS 
s 


M-2 
^  fe  Js 


r  =  ^ 


I  g  2  c 
I  ^  «••  «»M 

^  ^3  3  ^ 
i«  g  u  .*3 


Is 


^  <;>  O 


15' ' 


|ll1l|Jl!i'|i 
■-'-*lt|lil| 


a 
o 


Ot^  o 


^  S  g  •  g  §  *  S  S  rt  g  S  2  ..  &^  „-S  g  o, 


9 
08 

^  9 

^'  -^ 

6  9 

h  cs 


eS 

9 
9 
e9 
,:< 

es 


9 


^     4 


cs 

9 


(2 


c 


9 

S 


9 


9 


C> 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SI8SET0N   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


a© 

1 


c  a 
-§  o 


t 


u 

It 

.2»S 
Si 


!-§ 


II 


I 


'9 


§ 


•qiooi 


I       'Sdioy 

i 


•QiiOX 


'noip«)9 


»c   I?o 


8?§Sgj:?§Sfig    SS§gS§|SSg8S?SS58S 


1/5  c:  if:  «-i  ifi  va  in  k!:  in  o  o      l-^  uc  uo  uc  irs  la  S  irs  o  S  S  o  2?  S  la  S  S  o 


SSSS^SSSSSi  SiSBS^SSSBSsSSS^gs 


rog-^jj'^jjjjwrr-j      2*3  £jx  aoxxxt>.x^.xi^X2?2«^< 


43  I 


3 

a 

CO 


•.ss 

2^  Si 
"go© 


I  d  flS  eS 


2  ^ 


S  -I  ,  o 


-g  B  « 

v  o  o 

O  (j  u 
2  eS  eS 

O  O'C^O'  o 
(m  «a  .«A  r^  <M 

=  111  = 


-U»    »r    ?    t 


SS 


5  ^ 

3  J 


c  *  a 

®  2  ® 

boh 


5  3 

2  fci 


^S3s 

u  u  u  S 

es  e3  sS  (-• 

S   S   3   * 


3S2 


*  3J:  a   :  S  5  5  2  5  sr^a 


i§-:=5 


5  0  o  3  S  3  3 

§^=2,oo'5^ 


2.C 


a  '^  08 

«*-*s  a 

s3  rt  O 

•a  .a  ^ 


§11^ 

S  U  s  c 
CO  o*c» 

a  4L>  «a 

^  s  » 

o  5  =5 

5  t-  «  ? 


o  *-  o  o 
eS  ^  es  «s 


3  3  3 
000 
30  COX 


000 


S"S2S;3fefe3a3fc-t-ssb 


I 


*9I9aX9J   I 


•OPW 


o 

o 
© 

s 


JO     0)^ 


a 
a 
O 


> 

s   « 

© 

ua      a 

g-     o 


i 

a 

a 
ja 


■i  « 

Oh  a 

a  «» 

7^  3 


es  88 


5     5 


§< 


0 


es 

i 

*a 
a 

ii 


S       ?}    3 


'«       SS    S    g    ?? 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


SISSETON   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


SiSS^g 


9§S    S^SS^SS^S^SSSSSSS^^SSSS^S^ 


iS  kt  lC  lA  tfi  tA 


iftkOift        lAtAkAtOOiOiAiOi^iOiCkAiSiOiAtAiAtAOkOir^iOkSiOiOO 


SSSSSi^ 


§BB  Siiii§B§ii§§i§H§§§§§§§§§§B 


Nt^r*  »*  Ci  •» 


«  w«?5r5c;      ^  ^  ?5  ,-i  ^  »h  fi  5»  ^  ^  »h  »-^  »-i  ©i  fi  »-•  i-i  ih  ©•  ^h 


mill 

§Sf  Sag 


IP 


^  ^  9 


—  —  cS 

2  S  § 

3  D  g< 


c^4»  J»:  crc 


5!    S 

D   0   0 


5  S 

i||l||||ii|si||ii| 

i.l||ll|l|lpll|s|p|| 


3  M  .:3  .fl  49  ja  ^  ^ 


S  B  «  "  5  a  „ 
^  o  o^*g  o  ©2  o  o  ® 


2  .; 

c 

i?  a 

i  is 


S 

a 

< 


•T3 

a 
3 

a 

s 


a 


s 

< 


a 


a 
eS 


a 

I 

>*        .2 

4     I 


8 


e 

p 

a 


08 

* 
I 

1 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8 


I 


SISSETON   AND    WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 

:6  :2  :  :  :S 


•q^ooi 


• 

S§§S§§SSSS35g§§S§S§SSgSS§§§5SSS 

'ddau^ 

1     1.^  u*:  ir:  k.'s  lA  o  1^  us  uc  o  k.*)  1.0  lA  L.':  I.";  4A  lA  lO  o  o  ko  lA  o  tA  o  iT)  lA  S  o  2  1^ 

•DAox 

BSSSSSSHBBSS^SSISIiSSBSSSSiSsBi 

•aoipag 

S5SSSa2R^SS'J5SS8SS8SSSJ?'"S*""="*'='« 

»« 

^ 


2  5 

^   2  O  ♦a  O 

aC  S  00  X  g 

s  ^  S  2  is 


V«  «a  -ta  <*4  .4J 

.*A    W   W   1^7 

^  ^  s  s  ^  -*^ 


5I 
Si 


2  a 


V   ^ 


o  s 


:  eS  eS 
I  a  3 


es    .  a  a 


a  a 


"S  u  a  3  *-  '^t^  i!  cr 

•s'si's'ss's'sl 

a  a«M  a  at*-i 


u  M 


=^S'a3'='S<^t:^5t:t 


^1 
a  s  t^ 
2S^ 


0  0=^5 


.=  J  *=  J  ^  ,a  ja  ^  ^ 


a  a  j^  a  a  =^^  ^-a^ 

^  IS  o  5  15  2 -s  2  2  *  1 1 


»  *a   3   3   X 


-,  it  e- 

^  «  S 

5  a  2 

o  C^ 

a  a  « 


00c 


•oi«K 

»H 

^ 

T-< 

»-•                      T-< 

«-• 

P^ 

«H 

»-4 

i 

J 

/         J 

0 

: 

i 

t» 

0 

c: 

cS 

55 

(ta 

M 

1                       7 

I           ^ 

0 

eS 

a 

!          ^ 

a 
c: 

c 

^        1 

>       -if 

!      6 

0 

^ 
? 

^ 

cs 

c          : 

L        2      .2 

c 

:     ^ 

:                  Cm 
\                3 

i    1 

4 

b 

c 

1. 

i 

2 

:          is 

ii 

J 

;        1      I 

i      J 

c 

a 

s 

:              a: 

:         ft 

■         i 

!              4 

-)U9ai)Ol(B 

l.t 

•J 

:£ 

'* 

!S 

2S       5 

s 

kA 

3 

3 

S 

JO  -ox 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SISSETON   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS, 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO^OOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOO 


§SSSgSSSSSSS{?l?5?5SSS^S2:SS2::;:;;2555SrJJ5§S22^SSSS 


:  3 


5" 


-M  4»  ^  4a  .4^  "^  ^.a  i«a  4d  -tiA  40  .^d 
-  5  5   OOQ^^S^^O 


s 


I 


o 
c 


<5       ^ 
is      § 

o         i= 


o 
a, 

.5 

08 
OS 

H 


04 


a 

a 
3 


s 


i 


£ 


e3 


OS 

OS 

6 


o 


a 

c9 


QQ 


*2  ^ 


s     s     s     & 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


10 


8I88ETON   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


I" 

2 
5 


.2 


«  2 

1.1 


IT 

£^ 
^  P 

Is 

5^ 


•^ 


I* 


•q;ooi 


•99J0V 


»^^»^wSS^^S^'V^^^"^»«*^^"^»®'^«*©SS^aD 


*9Suvg 

lAkAini.OiOk.OkOiAi/^t/^kOiAiOi.'^OOiA&aO^kOiAiAiOiOkAiCOiAtrdbrd 

•njiox 

■aoi}09S 


2SJ5;:32J:SSS""*=' '"=''"*  5?  »'»'"SSI§SS5S;SSj?s| 


If 


> 

I 

s 
CO 


is 
li 


U   ^   U    f^   f^   f. 


=«  2  2 

S*  C  C  ^  5j*  5< 


ill 


^5B|2S 


Si 


IIS -.^11553511  3^ 


t  -5 


o  o  o*- 


»5  C^  CTt^   5,  O  O  O 

|lo1|||l"oooooooo|S|^§  §3§  ooS^aj  3 


®^  ^  2!  ^  '^  2  ®  ^  ® 
'^  a- ®  =^  ^  ^  c^  ^  cr--g  o^ 

s  2  5J 


-e  S  5  i5  5  J:?  S  2  S  g§  ^ 


•aiBoidj 


•9l«K 


S 


JO  ON 


a 
cs 
'a 


els 


s 


eS 

a      A 


o 
Be 
H 


s 
o 


3        a 


s 


88 


S 


J  eS 

AS 

^1 


I 
I 


es 
Q 


&  s 


)  "^  iC  «0  t>.        00 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


8I8SET0N  AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


11 


S$SSSSS$SSSSS$9S3§t9iSS$3S$SS$f$$SS9S$SS9 


^sg^S.^gSSl;Sf:SjSi(SISgi$^fi:s;:;:SiSS£;SSSi:;SSSSS5s:S' 


',S 


53  »  o  o 


.    U    fc.    ^, 

.  a  s  s 

«*  -*>  -w  -*£  ^ 


"111- 

'^  -»»  1S  -taJlS  "S 

^  s  a  a  s  ii 


5 


9 


O 


9 


75  6fi 


S       I 
S       a 

»     it 


i      S3       £S 


S 


a 

a 

o 

H         S         ,M 


6 

5 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


12 


SISSETON   AND    WAHPETON    SIOUX   INDIANS. 


•q^ooi  j 


J  36  ©i  L-f  »H  ifl  o 


S' 


•saaoy 


g5?S§?r^sS!S!55Si2??555g§S!;?;J:SSS2S*S'-' 


SSSSS!^!S33^^3^^$^SS3^3SSS^3$3^^^^< 


'noi^oag 


3 


is 

ll|§i 
-s|  II 

-s  *  5  to 


:  ks'?^ 


•siiii 


S  5 
a  o 


Q)A    PS^ ^..p-C^'P-**!*© 


•oi«K 


•S  1 


J  o 

1  1 

I  2 

»  eg 


G 


^ 


P 
es 


a 

s 

o 


I    JO  ox 


cS 

c; 


S 


.a 
6 

.a 


Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


SISSETON  AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


13 


S2»''£:£:l:»«gJ3SSS5!'=*'='='»??8?S?IS?!?^'"^??S''"SSSSS5S28 


r-S 
IS 


s  s 

iS 

'3'S 

II 

s  s 
err- 


u  § 

i| 

u  S 


•<d  S  S  .*a  4<>  -iA   g 


-    -  w  ^ 

S5 


I 


rfll(i*t*ll 


IP^IIli 


rfj^  ^^ 


W 


3 

"S 

SI 


OD 
>* 


3D 

s 


eS 

S 


^ 


S         S      g      s 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


14 


8ISSET0N   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


op      • 

§  2 
«  2 

^•^ 

a  « 

•2R) 

.1-2 
£| 

§^ 
•S  ^ 


g 


Si 


•q^ooi 


S^S  :gSt3gS^gSS35S  :SgS  :§ 


-98J9y 


5§§oooooj.g|?ogge,u'.L:^t5gt:g2gju.5;g}gjg.g 


aga«H  '  sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssgs 


•a^ox 


'aoT^OdS 


«2 


SS9g2S^'^'*^222SS)as:2;S;2:SSJS2Sgj52g{S85S 


c  a  a  g  i  p 


-s  *>  ^  - -g -g  ^ 'g - 


*9l«ai9j 


•oi«K 


I 


a 


08 


s 


O 


JO  -OK 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SI88ETON  AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


16 


feS 


O)  25  oS  00 


2g« 


^f-4     •  i^  CQ  S  Ol  0> 


iSgSiiiSSS 


5^51223;::  ;::;:S'^SS8SgSS5g^8S5asjsSJ2:::::;:s^^S;:;3«^-"S 


5S 

St 

S  flS 

CO 

«  c 

|i 

If 
if 

2,3 

*'  c* 

i 


> 


1 

s 
c 

1 

t 

1 

s. 

& 
c 

a 

' 

s 

1 

1 

a 

c 

t. 

s 

li 
J: 

o    . 

•1  : 

u    • 

2  : 

I  c-  ; 

:ii 

c 


s 

08 
flu 

« 

s 

.a 
S 


eS 


B 


e8 

i 

►-5 


a 
S 
6 
ji 

el 

a 


c8 


eS 

a 

'^ 
a 
.a 


s 
eS 


eS 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


16 


SISSETON   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


•q^ooi 


> 


-sajoy 


SSg236;:83SgSSS8?}S5S§?S35SSS^aSg&§J 


oSavnf       »A  ^'S  iO  tA  vr5  in  lo  &»  o  oioirSSSoio&rSiftirsLifCrSiSoiAL'tuSkfSSIiSkr^tSL!! 


•Oiiox 


^S3^33^3^gi3^g;^^g;3gJ^3gig!^^3g;SHi3^S 


'QOt^OOg 


0>0JOOjOg>QOXX3aCi»X0it-»C0g©OI>.|>.l>iQ0«C«C0«0OOO 


4 

ill 

ill 
ill 

.ill 

:  if  s: 

!  ^ 

•^ 

•  d 
!  S 

!  «r 
!  ■** 

•  i 

il 
•"s 

!  >i 

•  u 

:  = 

:  cr 

9 

i 
1 

■s 

1 

CO 

a 
cr 

t 

c 
c 

i 

\ 

c*«««o» 


^^?i^'5'^^'^5'^'^'®*^5^^'-'^*^5'^'^^^'^' 


>-4A  g  i^  -ts  .ts   s  *a 


I  -«d  4a  •*>  -^s  ■*« 


3^333333^IJal.33^^i33J^353^333^3 


•Oj^raaj 


•oi«K 


5: 


tc 


I    ?i 


;o   OK 


X 


5? 


^ 


Si 


E 
S 


c 


S 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


8I88ETON  AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIAN'S.  17 


SS226S5f='S''2S§!5S!S3§5SS22SJ:?JSS5SSS??g3-S2!SS2 


SgSS33SSg3SSSSS3SSSSSSS33SSSS33SSSSSgSSSS 


I.-?  l,-?  "^  "^  Oi  0»  Oi  Oi  O  UO  «D 


2SS888SSS5;|{Sf{28S8SSJ8S522^??3""«  «"■'"=■* 


>  a 
'  9 


I  o 


'  e5 


if 

,    98    S 

!  ^*» 

■it 


is 


•  .a 


:  «  !  !««H 


;§g 


hi  u 

.  S    ,  eS  eS 

,  C-   .  S  a 


il^.S33 


-a 

7^ 


a 


e2 


fc 


U.  Ex.  42 2 


Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


18 


6I8SETON   AND    WAHPETOM   SIOUX    INDIANS. 


1 
s 


•q^ooi 


•S9J0V 

?5§§§$§§2SOooo500ooo5ooo5X;2g::§£3 

1 

ih  o  a.'?  lA  tr;  tii  i^  tn  i^  *.•:  &  c)  o  kA  i/:  o  S  if:  ^  to  irs  is  o  t.*:  u^:  ia  in  o  in  ia 

•oAiox  i    §S^2§§§^S22SSS§SSsS§iSSSS§S2l§ 


^ 


^ 


p 

08-- 

2 


'QOI^Odg 


rt  ^^  ^  r-ll-lfii^l-l  ^01  ^  —  ^  ^  •-<  ^^l-l  ^l-iCt«  ?C  «  1-1  «  CC 


9 


^^ 

If 

=1 
S3 


3-      • 


o  o 

II 


t  3  t- 

S8    5    !« 

3  r^  S 


ii 


n 


(^  ^  b 

— — s, 

«3  4a  ^a 

^    4U    S 


il 


C-M 


S3  *"§  rt  5 


u  a  u 

V  S  V 

h     1^  hi 

c8,C  cS 


is|§i. 


"ssl  »  =  »*  =  ._ 


S  «  H  , 


C9  c8  4 


®   C   - 

O  h  o 

c  es  - 


^  r  c  0*0 


s 

08 
9 


a.  ^       «  ^  o  ©  © 
ja  A  ,£3  ,a  ^  ja  ^  ^ 


15   ^   « 

o  b  SS 
^  ceja  ■ 

4^  s  <M 

ifi 

■si's 

*s  o  *^ 

«  Z  e9 

>fC3  © 


ja  © .C3    -    -    -  WfM  <v 


•oiBinaj 


•»ieW 


9         ' 


o 
B 


es 


a 
a 
rs 


IS 
o: 


CS 

Jd 


B 


a 


a 
o 


© 

i 

a 

B 


';a9ai)0|[v 


J??? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SISSETON  AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


19 


c  ct  L'5  is  o  is  k^  t.^  k^t  1^  o  c*:  kA  td  kd  ts  lA  iA  i.0  o  lA »:: !.« 1^  i:?  lA  ir:  t.'?  if3  1^  U3  ^  o  C3  ui  US  uC  c;  ^^ 


u  3  e3 
=  3  = 


o  ^  »  5  §• 


ul    «   ^* 

Hi 


S3? 


S^ 


a  9  ?^ 


?  31 


o  o  «  o  o-g  . 
*-  fci5  t*  5i  t- 


IP 

i  ^  es 
ft  a  ^- 


s  E. 


5  rt^  «3  s  s  s «  s 

*3  cTo  c^a  c"p  c  c 

llsi'sl's'sl 


=  5!s^Z3: 


****  "id    « -^  **"****  t* -P  ■?• -t*  ti  **  t*  **  T*  *^  "*"  "— 


•"  -4J   ♦*   ** 


^^'tMti-i  a  *  ;i%^  S2  5  a«M  s  a 


^^  ^^  0*"*^  »  ©2 

^  ,d  ^  ^  .a  ^  ,a  J -^ 

afeaSaessas 


aj::^ 

§  «  a 
p  e  o 

5-2 -S 

Vn  4-)   -AS 

jq  ja  js  ^ 
-.  **  ^-  -^ 


eg 


s 


eS 

1-3 


ci 

a 
a 


a 


s 

a 
< 


2 

a 


6C 

3 


•1   I 

s  .1 


.a- 


o 


'a 
6 


2 
c 


I 


s     s 


kit         kt:      I.-:         a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18 


6I8SETON   AND    WAHPETOX    SIOUX    INDIANA?. 


•qiooi  I 


'Bdjoy 


ccoooooociCi^^®^®^®®-^  —  ^P^^  T 


j      Q^^ -.  —  ^^ -.^  ^  ^ -jj  — ^  OOOO  Q  O  OOO  O  •■» -r 

'oSaSTT       kr;  iA  i.'S  kA  i.^  ct  kr:  i.t  u*:  ki:  L';  o  o  lA  lA  o  L.':  1^  lt:  1^3  u';  ir;  o  iTS  L.. 


2'- 


a  ? 

fit  "^ 

•**  IS 


> 


S§?;Sc5S«5^5;^i«^S§SS5^1S§S«5S.. 


•aAiox 


•aoi^oag 


PCXX3S5iXX5iOiXTrX  X— OJ-^^^l?*  —  —  »-i  —  '-'CCX;- 


s"  I 


a 
o 


I 


e  S  S  2  » 
•§53  =  2 


iiili 

'  ^  es  S  ^  s: 


*  £  s  $  2 

'^  ^  tS  Ta  S  *3  ' 

"g  c  a  fe  fc  = 

9  o  c  o  3  c 


p1 

e3  eS  I 


XXX 

S3  «  i> 

s  £  ^ 

o  o  a 
^  °  S 

a  oQ  a 

m.a  = 


1-4  ?) 

«>  -ta  -M 


S  a 

L<    ^    O 


5  5  S 
a  :i,: 


X  .         «    *  . 


c  - 

b.  o 
2  a 

::u  c-  o  ~  r-  =.  =.  E'-S 


>  £  o  ® 

a.  :t 


2  - 

o  c 

c  a 

o  c 

5" 


s  9 
.a  cs 

bi.a 
5? 


iJ  4^  «±  **    ♦»  -iJ    _ 

i;  a  >-  ^  s  a  ^ 


2  g  « 

>s  a  a 

3  c  c 

S5X2C 


o  o 


§1 

ll 


*d[«indj 


•»i«re 


^1 


e 


s 


^     s 


i    2 

^        2 


JO  -ox 


fci 


/Google 


\ 


21 


38   «8 

9  B 

S3 

a? 


ii 


-  ^  s 


i  ? 


2i 

5 

e 

s 

0) 

bO 

ja 

s 

*< 

<S 

X 

o» 

t- 

t^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


20 


SISSETON   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX    INDIANS. 


1  = 


Is 

1^ 


C*  Si* 

^    as 
^^ 


•qjooi 

S  :  I  :S  :S  :§  :S  :::::::::  I  ::  :2  ::;  : 

•Bajoy 

g555;'-''S'"§S§S??§§§§§?SS§§§§S5§S§5 

■aSnnir 

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS5SSg353SS5 

•UJiox 


£^.S§^t;&t;t;^S;^t;^$;^a$^S$a$§S§St;9SS$$ 


*aopa99 


''«?li??l5l?32£22?l|{?}S"«"?;i??IS5Sa'-''3??Hll 


3 


li 


II 

es  2 


s  5  5  2  tj 


t:  .    ki  u  u 

islifii 

*A  2  -^  ^  :S  ■«  -^ 


\tl 


a  S 


s  o  o  9  5  ~ 

2'o  o  c  3  a 

I  S  S  S  S  5  *  °  -  •*  •^  - - 


ee  O  08 

~  a  a 


eS  c8 


es  e: 


Si 


-*?  3  a 


^  2  Be  i  s  ^  ^ 

J*".a  j^^js 

■*d  -*A  -4^  .ta;  -«j  -*3  -*A 

g  2  a  a  a  a  3 
^  pi^  c^  CA  OQ  OQ  CO 


2^^^ 


ii  o  ^• 


-  ^  -^  « 

^  e9  «B  2 

2  a  5  :ii 

a  ^c*  • 


0)   ^   B^ 

w^  Sua 

-^3^3 

fe  «  SS  « 

5  3   g  3 

S  ^  s  ^ 
SEC  Sb 

4j  "C  "£  M  3 

00005 


•aitinia^,! 


•^l«K 


9 
.2 


rt 
^ 


JO  -OK 


•f 

^ 

1-^ 

•■^ 

^ 

"^ 

» 

.2 

i 

^ 

•s 

5< 

4/ 

^ 

•^ 

:3 

-< 

3     s 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SISSETON   AND    WAHPETON   SIOUX    INDIANS 


21 


fc*  ^  hi  b  ft. 


s2 

cr  r.  c»  5- c  <r  cr 


mill 


o  O  o  ® 


S»? 


gu^M   §;     b    ^ 


iiSSSS 


c^;i 


«^*^ 


c^cr 


?§S  S  S;  3  S 

^S  ^  S   fi^   «    G 


»-  fe  fc 

fc4     I.     M 

eS  C8  OB 

S  5  9 

ccro* 


si 

s  a 


b  M  b  M 

s^  !:2  ^  b 

flS  e8  08  eS 

s  9  a  g    . 


9  °  Is  2  S 


M    h    M 

CS  38  «S 

9  9  9 


a  2  ts  5  fe  n*b  9  b 


2  i  S  2  2  ^^ 
q  ®  3  a  fl . 


o 


O  0*3 


gi:S9g9C'gS'g9gg9g-«9ggg999gggg9g59g 


liiiiil 

g  g  g  ■  g  9  2 
ggggft^^o^g 


I 


1 

3S 


s 


o 
OS 


8 
< 


g 
c 


es 
X 

a 
us 


09 
eS 


^  -§  I 

s  «  ^ 

08  ^  ^ 

^  S  (£ 


08 
7 

& 

cS 

3 

(-* 

M 

09 

'> 

4) 

g 
bo 

a 

^ 

g 

Q 

-< 

< 

s 

s 

n 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


22 


8ISSET0N    AND    WAHPETOX   SIOL'X  .  INDIANS. 


§» 


2 


I' 


♦HMOX 


56SiS55?;ft5?ft5»S56ftSSS5»SSS5Si5;S?5     ?5?;l5?5?5tJ 


i ; 


1 


^ 

Sd 


•Kk  (St 

s  * 
|| 

^^ 

5    S 

»  £ 

^^ 

•«  § 


B 
O 


I 

a 


«  if' 


&& 


o  c 
22; 


^ 


S  2 


^  3  2  'd 

P  aj  O;  = 
^i*  ■*«  -*A  -^^ 

I.  ^  s  9 

c  o  o  3 
22c£» 


■^  £.«^  «»  ^  ^i 
S5 


cl(l;z;^; 


:  © 


'd[vaidj 


•9l«TC 


V 


i 


o 

a 

eS 
2 


t     -5 


ft'* 


s 

C3 


o 
S 

i 

o 


c 


es 
as 


6 

C4 


}o  -ox    ! 


S  X 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIS8ET0N   AND    VVAHPETON   SIOUX   INDliNS.  23 


1 

HH523S23g3S3S33S5SSSSSSS3333SS3S33S?33Sg3S 

BBSBS^S^BHBBBBBB^BB^BBBSBBSBBBBBSBB^^SBSB 

§S5«25i22222§lll55SS6&66SS;S?5S{*5SSSSaSSS{gll5SS^8 

U  im    U    tm    tm    ,       h 
im  i.   h»    t*    U  "^    tm 


«s  «s  4A  -^a  •*>     ^  ' 

W    •"  -**     fc4     Urn   -^^ 

0  5  5  o  ©  3 


S  3  «  D   B   2 

Ililli 

«•  «<  «a  -M  .ta.  *s 

-  3  s  s  i;  o 


:         '^ 

^ 

t                   «- 

'        ^ 

^ 

*                  •- 

•    *■ 

t          r- 

«      9^ 

1                ^ 

; 

I      "Ts 

, 

:       s 

s 

3 

• 

>k 

» 

e 

. 

C5 

. 

S 

: 

> 
eS 

s 

' 

a 

s 

Q 

cd 

• 
• 

0 

- 

oo 

,^ 

ca 

)           e( 

2 

S 

»      : 

J 

eO 

5 

S 

> 

»             J 

a 

i 

o 

.£< 

!S 

« 

^ 

o 

E: 

w 

X 

JS 

N 

a 

00 

^ 

Ji^ 

tlp 

fl 

'      .Zi 

3 

i 

6 

• 

ct 
> 

5 

i3 

OS 

"B 

•:< 

5 

i 

§ 
V 

1 

i           £ 

§ 

§ 

8 

g 

§ 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


24 


SI8SET0N    AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX  INDIANS. 


'5 


•q»oot 


{;!:2SS 


62 


I        I    -aaa^n'   S35333332SSSS3333    SS?  SSSSSSSSSSSS 


•OMOi 

§§i§§§Billg§S§BBB  §§B§§B§§§i§BS 

■ao!}3»s 

'""'""^'**Si?-SSSS    SSSSSSSS^^-g???? 

«5 
5  cs 


li 

O  O 

08  es 

ff  a 


•*» 

o 
a 

1:1:  = 

« "C  a  «;  • 

»- a  ©5  t- 

?  *  S  2"^ 
gv-  S  «=  « 


I 


i  . 


'Oivmdj 


is 

a  c  ^  9 
crc  w  o 


',2 

J'O 

f  a 

•  08 

^  u  u 

eS  :8  08 
a  a  s 

«» -e  M  M 

ii§| 

a  a  g  ^ 

SX  V4  «*«     S^ 

o  o  o_g 
u  u  u  *» 

9i    O   V   S 

a  0  a  tM 

•*a  4«  4a  «M 

«  OS  a  5 

^  a  a  s-^ 


S  B  « 


«i- 


«a  S  9   ^ 

Q  c  «   O 


•dlBH 


12: 


3 

X 


C5 
8 

s 


^ 


6 
a 

«8 


5 
el 


I    JO -OX     I 


o 

0* 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


SISSETON  AND   WAHPBTON    SIOUX   INDIANS. 


25 


<«:«' 


$Si!?$S$?i$§$§i?StiSS.$$S?§SS^$SSS| 

sssssss 

ggggsssssssssssssssssssssssssssg 

sssssss 

§Bis§§l§li§^ii§§§§il^^§^iSI§i§g^ 

i^li^^i 

'^—  "I  1^  »-IimC*  ri  ,^  fH  i-«  ^  01 0$ 


6 

2       5 


«S 

a 
6 


I 


0 
•-9 


7 

C 


5 

>  1 

6       S 


eS 
»;% 

St 

S 


a    s 

OS     '5 
a 


s. 


cS 

a 

>»     3 
2     I 


•^       OS  j 

fl      St 


08 

t 


s 

01 


:2       2J::       S       2S       sa 

Ol  0»      Ol  Ol  Ol      c*  o*       0» 


5< 


5i? 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


26 


SISSETON   AND   WAHPETOX   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


i* 


I 

H 

s 

ll 

©^  to 

Is 

52 
•2--S 


5 

Si 


'fe^ 


•q;ooi 

::  :S  :::::::::::;::::::::::::::  : 

j      'WJSY 

§§§SS§«S§S|§?§SgSSt§SffSS§S*§2§ 

•e8a«H 

SS3SS3S2g333S:iSSS33?J§3SSSggSg33 

»>§^;SjgS$$SigiS!SSSS;SfS!S^SSSSSSSSSSSSS^ 


•OAOl 


'aoi^aag 


£ss2Siss;:i:;iiii;s«i;i^^;iS^^S£iS2iS^£;$;s$s 


2 

s 

CO 


^  cr  ^  c^  c*-  .  -  cr  - 


1|l  ^^ 


—  --  «  J^ 

mil 


^    Ltf    1^    .       T    -      •ii     . 


08  ee  S  S  a 


crc*^ 


llllfl 

ja  .a  *"  x:  J3  ja . 

aA   .*a   .43   .4id  ■*»  .«^ 


'  ja  .a '*' x:  J3  ja 

,  4A  ^  4.3  ^  tJ  ^ 

I   M   B   »   (^   p  i« 


S « a ««  8  ^  ^ 

•«74a4a^4»-*a«a 


■ai«in9j 


•»l«K 


I      r 


^        I      = 


®5 


HO 


6 


ee  rt 


JO  -ox 


l§ 


» 

&I 


^ 


O 
K 

i 

H 


^ 
^ 


a 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


8ISSET0N   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS.  27 

S  :  :  :     :  :     :  :25;  :  :  :  .  :    SS:  :  :  :  :  :  :-3S 


,5$§f5§§i?§ig;:f|| 

ss 

£8J?5?SSS?S 

S??SSS|S§fiS2S 

3:^32?3S3S3§SSS3§5? 

gs 

ssss^gsss 

ggsssssssss 

i2§22§§SIIISiBi§ 

Wi 

§§§^il§i§ 

ismmiis 

•  •»»wwwwoccow 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


28 


8I8SETON   AND    WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


I* 


.S 


Si's 


I 


I 


•q?ooi 


S  :  :  :5S8g2S§ 


•ewDv  •   82feS§S§§S§S2§g§§S8S^t8glgS?SSSSSS 


'oSavg 


•OAIOX 


S§gg5^8SSS^3S^lgi§^lS-«8SSSSS;SSSS§SSS 


'1101909$ 


O;S;9i-4»4^^GC{^O^J>9^0^2C«^^t^r^^«-4C)0d0)OiAkakACD^ 


I 


3 

0 

CO 


o 


•a 

s  ** 

S3 


5 

S  9 

Co* 


52 

08  eS 

s  a 

•  o^cr  - 


fe5 


*3  *»  crS  -e  a*** 


||L, 


B  S*g  B  B  , 


cs      S  5  I 


isg 


!;  ti  If  t? -e  t? -e -s  12  « -s  T: 


h  hi  t^ 

US 

ee  eS  88 

BBS 

crcrc* 


IIS 

7^  fcM  u 

III 

2  SB. 


!>  ^ 


II 

a  0 

era* 


S 
a* 


illllll 


c*** 


^^.ajajQ^ 


*9ivax9j 


•oi«H 


'3 
(m 

o 

S 

5 


6 
« 

08 


6 


I     I         I 


I     I- 


;noanon«,    Q 


JO    ox 


S 


©5 


35 


I 


^ 
i 


08 

i 


08 
'9 


a 


a 
o 
.:^ 
«! 


08 


B 
O 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


SISSETON   AND   WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 


29 


3??3^s?^^s;33S^!Ss;^ss?i$$; 


S  4B 

<  9 


i3 


Si?g 


^*  ^  ^ 


M  ki  b 

U  »•  b 

c8  e8  3 

s  s  d 


ill 

flfsill 

li  ^  flS  S5  2  3 
>a  •^  -4  ^  n  s  s 

=  °^  S  i  5  5 


fills 


™  ?   a   " 


^  «  O 


C  3  Su-u-^fc-v- 
co-i,©  o  o  o 


g   H   w 

*3  o  o 

1^  »-  ** 


«  55  "Srsrs 


eS  es  09  e8 


j?IJ: 


J3 

—   3  "**  -^   ^ 


•^  <*»  4J  -*A  >^  <~ 
5  5  a  5 - 


ee 

i  I?  d: 

«S  ■tJ  4^ 

kl  S    b 


^  ^  ^  i  ^ 

.*a  40  •kS  «3  -^a 

g    U    1.4    t^    fc< 

-    3  O  O  O 

a  a  a  fl^_ 

_  V4  «M  «M  «l-l  X  ?^l 

t4    U    ki    fc<    h      •      . 

u  u  u*  u  u^^ 

C3    tf    C3    S8    tf  -43  4A 

so    CO  4^  ^4 

S  ©  «  §  SSSB^ 
5  5  5  5  5  « '3  Ti  "3 

;z;  c»  55  ^  (2  3C  ^  c 


^2 

3  S 

is 

©^ 
"3  "3 


•^ 

7-4 

y^ 

> 

•>                ^ 

-A  « 

V 

**  "E 

.           — 

t 

•=.1 

s 

!        n 
:       -^ 

:       1 

b 

c 

el  Rcnvi 
district) 
diHtrict) 
ct) 

"a 

:       ^ 

;           be 

w  -n  c3  '^  O  :8  «? 

s: 

i          1 

^ 

:       ■§ 

> 

^^ 

'** 

^J!t 

r'^ 

^ 

-h 

1 
> 

< 


ii  — 


X    3 


»   :>  i;   J.  S  «  2 

a  a  a^^5  a  o 
o  o  c  >^-^  ©  a 

•^•^•T  -•--'•■?  .2 

o  o  o  J:  ti  o  g 
j=.a  j_5  s»a  S 

X  -x  3c  w*  ;:>  oL  -^ 


^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30  SISSETON   AND    WAHPETON   SIOUX   INDIANS. 

Washington',  D.  C,  September  25,  l*??:*. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  schedule  comprises  a  complete  list  of  the  allot- 
ments  of  land  in  severalty  made  by  me  to  heads  of  families  and  single  persons  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age  belonging  to  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  bauds  of  Sioux  In- 
<dians  residiug  upon  the  Lake  Traverse  Indian  reservation,  in  Dakota  Territory  ;  said 
allotments  having  been  made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  tifth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  aforesaid  bands,  concluded  February  19,  1807,  and  instructions  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  bearing  date  May  14, 1375. 

C.  C.  ROYCE, 
Special  J  gent  Interior  Department. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs j  September  30,  1875. 
The  foregoing  schedule,  comprising  a  list  of  the  allotments  of  land  in  severalty 
assigned  to  members  of  the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  residiug  upon 
the  Lake  Traverse  Indian  reservation,  in  Dakota,  made  by  C.  C.  Royce,  special  agent 
of  the  Interior  Department,  under  instructions  from  the  Office  bearing  date  May  14 
and  June  21, 1875,  is  respectfully  submitted,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  same  be 
approved,  and  that  certificates  of  allotment  be  issued  to  each  allottee  for  the  lauds 
assigned  to  him 'or  her  respectively. 

E.  P.  SMITH,  Commissioner, 

Department  of  the  Interior,  October  1, 1875. 
The  foregoing  schedule  of  allotments  is  hereby  approved,  aud  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  will  cause  a  certificate  of  allot nieut  to  be  issued  to  each  allottee  for  tho 
lauds  assigned  to  him  or  her  respectivelv. 

B.  R.  COWEN,  Acting  Secntarg, 
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44th  Congress,  \  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVBS.    ( Ex.  Doo. 
IttSettion.       ]  \    No.  43. 


ALASKA  SEAL-FISHERIES. 


LETTER 


FBOM 


THE    SECRETARY   OF    THE   NAYY, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieut  Washburn  Maynard^  United  States  Navy^  on 
the  subject  of  the  Alaska  seal-fisheries. 


January  5,  1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee   on  Commerce  and   ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Navy  Dbpabtment, 
Washington^  December  20, 1875. 
Sib  :  lu  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
of  the  14th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  Lieut.  Washburn  Maynard,  United  States  Navy,  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  Alaska  seal-fisheries  made  by  that  officer,  in  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  April  22, 1874, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  M.  C.  Kerb, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


THE  fur-seal  fisheries. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Washbxtrn  Maynard^  United  States  Navy. 

Newpobt,  Rbode  Island,  November  30, 1874. 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  9th  of  May,  assigning 
me  to  the  duty  required  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  April  22, 1874, 
entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  gather 
authentic  information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  fur-trade  in  the  Territory 
of  Alaska,"  I  have  been  engaged,  as  far  as  has  been  pratticable  this 
season,  in  making  the  necessary  inv^tigation.  My  attention  has  been 
given  chiefly  to  the  fur-seal  fisheries,  as  being  the  largest  and  most  im- 
portant branch  of  the  fur-trade,  and  especially  to  ascertaining  whether 
the  terms  of  the  lease  from  the  United  States  to  the  companvnowJm.p 
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possession  of  tliem  have  been  complied  with  by  said  company.  I  have 
also  had  opportunity  to  acquire  information  in  regard  to  the  sea  otter 
trade,  and  to  make  an  examination  of  the  islands  of  Saint;  Matthew  and 
Saint  Lawrence,  two  large  islands  in  Bering's  Sea,  north  of  the  Pr^bilov 
group. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit,  for  jour  consideration,  the  following 
report  in  relation  to  those  subjects. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WASHBURN  MAYNaRD, 

Lieutenant  J  United  States  Kavy. 
Hon.  George  M.  Robeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department  J  Washington,  D  .C. 


THE  FUR-SEAL  FISHERIES. 

The  Islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  or  the  "  Seal  Islands/' as 
they  are  commonly  called,  are  the  principal  ones  on  the  Pry bilov  group; 
the  other  two,  known  as  the  Otter  and  Walrus  Islands  being  merely 
islets.  They  lie  in  Bering's  Sea,  between  56°  and  58^  of  north  latitude, 
and  169°  and  171°  of  west  longitude.  The  former  has  an  area  of  3tJ 
and  the  latter  of  27  square  miles,  with,  respectively,  42  and  29  miles  of 
shore-line.  They  are  enveloped  in  summer  by  dense  fogs,  through 
which  the  sun  rarely  makes  its  way,  and  are  surrounded  in  winter  by 
fields  of  ice  driven  down  from  the  Arctic  by  northerly  gales.  They  have 
no  sheltered  harbors,  but  slight  indentations  in  the  shore-line  afford 
a  lee  for  vessels  and  a  tolerable  landing-place  for  boats  in  certain  winds. 
The  shores  are  bold  and  rocky,  with  strips  of  sand-beach  and  slojies 
covered  with  broken  rocks,  at  intervals  between  the  cliffs,  and  the  interior 
of  both  is  broken  and  hilly;  neither  tree  nor  shrub  grows  upon  them,  but 
they  are  covered  with  grass,  moss,  and  wild  flowers.  For  nearly  one 
hundred  years  fur-seals  have  been  known  to  visit  them  annually  in  great 
numbers,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  forth  and  rearing  their  young,  which 
circumstance  gives  them  no  inconsiderable  commercial  importance.  The 
seals  occupy  the  island  from  the  breaking  away  of  the  ice  in  the  spring 
until  it  surrounds  them  again  in  early  winter;  that  is  from  about  the  mid- 
dle of  May  until  December.  In  mild  winters,  when  there  is  little  or  no 
ice  about  the  islands,  a  few  seals  have  been  seen  swimming  about  in  the 
water  through  the  entire  season,  but  it  has  rarely  occurred.  They  are 
not  known  to  haul  up  on  the  land  elsewhere,  within  the  limits  of  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean,  e<xcept  upon  Bering  and  Copper  Islands,  lying  iu 
Bering's  Sea,  near  the  Asiatic  coast  and  Robin  K^^f,  a  small  rock  in 
the  Okhotsk  Sea.  They  certainly  go  to  the  southward  in  the  fall,  for 
they  are  frequently  seen  at  sea,  either  singly  or  in  schools  of  several 
thousands,  and  are  killed  in  the  water  all  the  way  from  Sitka  to  the 
Straits  of  Fuca.  In  1825  fifty-four  were  taken  by  the  Russians  on  the 
Farallones  Islands,  ofl'the  entrance  to  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  but  none 
before  or  since  have  been  seen  there.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason 
why  they  cannot  remain  in  the  water  during  the  entire  time  they  are 
absent  fro&  the  islands,  for  they  eat  their  food  there  at  all  times,  and  arc 
able  to  sleei)  upon  its  surface. 

They  may  be  divided  into  two  c]asses,  the  breeding  and  the  non-breed- 
ing seals.  The  former  comprise  the  full-grown  males  or  bulls,  the  adult 
females  or  cows,  and  the  young,  or  pups;  the  l^|ff&b^^^eK3SfiF  bache- 
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lor  males,  and  the  yearlings  of  both  sexes.  Both  classes  leave  the 
water  auil  haul  up  aloug  the  shores  of  tbe  islands  near,  but  entirely  sep- 
arate from  each  other.  They  choose  certain  portions  of  the  shore,  to 
the  exclasioQ  of  the  rest,  not  all  of  either  class  being  together,  but  each 
into  separate  communities,  which  are  often  several  miles  apart.  The 
breeding  seals  occupy  the  sloping  ground  between  the  clifts,  which  is 
covered  with  bowlders  and  broken  rocks,  beginning  a  few  feet  above 
high- water  mark,  and  extending  back  to  the  depth  of  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred  feet  in  a  compact,  uniform  manner.  iSuch  spaces  are  called 
breeding-rookeries.  The  non-breeding  seals,  on  the  contrary,  are  scat- 
tered over  the  sand-beaches  and  the  higher  ground  in  rear  of  the  rook-' 
eries,  without  any  regular  order  of  distribution.  The  parts  of  the  shore 
so  used  are  called  "  hauling-grounds."  Pathways  are  left  open  in  the 
rookeries  at  convenient  points  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  non-breeding 
seals  to  and  from  their  hauling-grounds  in  the  rear. 

There  are  eleven  rookeries  on  Saint  Paul's  Island,  extending,  with  the 
adjacent  hauling-grounds,  over  more  than  one-third  of  its  shore-line,  and 
on  Saiut  George  Island  five,  making  up  less  than  one- tenth  of  it.  They 
arere-OGcnpied  each  year,  with  but  little  change. 

About  the  middle  of  May  the  bulls,  which  are  the  first  of  the  breed- 
ing-seals to  arrive,  haul  from  the  water  and  establish  the  rookeries  in 
readiness  for  the  cows,  who  begin  to  come  a  little  later.  It  seems  prob- 
able that  the  rookeries  are  occupied  by  the  same  bulls  and  cows  from 
year  to  year,  as  they  change  but  little,  either  in  size  or  form ;  but  it  has 
been  proved  that  the  bachelors  do  not  return  to  the  same  hauling-ground, 
or  even  to  the  same  island.  The  time  of  arrival  of  the  cows  is  governed 
by  their  period  of  gestation,  as  they  do  not  appear  on  the  rookeries  until 
AKitbin  a  short  time  of  giving  birth  to  their  pups ;  hence  all  do  not  come 
at  tbe  same  time,  but  continuously  from  the  latter  part  of  May  until  the 
middle  of  July.  The  bulls  are  polygamous,  having  from  five  to  twenty 
cows  each  ;  so  the  number  of  them  upon  the  rookeries  is  not  more  than 
one-tenth  that  of  the  cows.  They  have  frequent  and  bloody  fights  for 
the  possession  and  retention  of  their  places  upon  the  rookeries,  and  of 
tbe  cows,  in  which  some  are  killed,  others  driven  from  the  rookeries,  and 
all  more  or  less  badly  bitten  and  gashed  by  the  sharp,  curved  tusks  of 
their  opponents.  The  cows,  even,  do  not  always  escape  unhurt,  as  two 
bulls  sometimes  seize  a  cow  and  literally  tear  her  in  two  in  their  strug- 
gle for  possession. 

The  cows  are  continually  arriving  upon  the  rookeries  and  giving  birth 
to  their  pups  until  about  the  middle  of  July.  Usually  each  cow  bears  a 
single  pup,  though  I  have  been  told  by  persons  whose  statement  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt,  that  they  have  witnessed  one  or  two  instances  of 
twins.  From  the  10th  to  the  25th  of  July  the  rookeries  are  fuller  than  at 
any  other  time  during  the  season,  as  the  pups  have  all  been  botn,  and 
all  the  bulls,  cows,  and  pups  remain  within  their  limits. 

During  the  breeding  season,  nearly  three  months,  the  bulls  have  re- 
mained upon  the  rookeries,  never  leaving  them  for  an  instant,  even  to 
procure  food. 

This  fasting,  the  constant  watchfulness  necessary  to  keep  their  harems 
together  and  to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  other  bulls,  and  the  service 
of  the  cows,  render  their  position  no  sinecure.  Their  emaciated  bodies 
and  loose  and  wrinkled  skins  at  its  close  are  in  marked  con^ast  to  the 
fat,  sleek-looking  cows,  for  the  latter  have  been  constantly  going  and 
coming  between  the  rookeries  and  the  water,  so  that  at  any  one  time 
there  are  seldom  more  than  one-half  o^  them  on  shore.  About  the  first  of 
August,  the  breeding  season  being  over,  and  the  pups,  which^row 
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rapidly,  having  become  large  and  strong  enough  to  move  about,  the 
rookeries  begin  to  lose  their  compact  formation  and  rigid  exclnsive- 
ness.  The  bulls  begin  to  go  into  the  water,  their  places  being  filled 
by  the  younger  males,  which  up  to  this  time  have  not  beeti  allowed 
to  go  upon  the  rookeries,  while  the  cows  and  pups  spread  back  over  the 
hauling-grounds  in  scattered  groups,  and  occupy  more  than  twice 
the  space  that  had  previously  held  them.  Meanwhile  the  yonng 
males  or  bachelor  seals  have  been  coming  to  the  hauling-grounds, 
which  are  covered  more  or  less  thickly  with  them  all  summer 
They  do  not  remain  on  shore  long  at  a  time,  but  haul  up  to  sleep  and 
play  for  a  while,  and  then  return  to  the  water  for  food.  They  are  so 
numerous,  however,  that  thousands  can  always  be  seen  upon  the  haul- 
ing-grounds, as  all  of  them  are  never  either  on  shore  or  in  the  water  at 
the  same  time.  The  yearlings,  easily  distinguished  by  their  size  and 
the  silvery  color  of  their  sides  and  bellies,  do  not  make  their  appearance 
until  the  latter  part  of  July,  when  they  arrive  in  a  body,  males  and 
females,  together.  They  go  upon  the  hauling-grounds  in  great  num- 
bers, and  play  together  for  hours  at  a  tim*e.  The  bachelors  join  them  in 
their  8x>ort,  and,  singling  out  the  baby  cows,  form  mimic  rookeries,  and 
imitate  the  roaring,  lighting,  and  caressing  of  the  bulls  in  a  ludicrous 
manner.  In  September  and  October  the  pups  exchange  the  coat  of 
short  black  hair,  which  had  been  their  only  covering  from  their  birth, 
for  one  of  fur,  and  hair  similar  in  appearance  to  that  of  the  yearling, 
and  learn  to  swim,  in  readiness  for  their  departure  from  the  island  m 
Kovember  and  December.  Many  of  them  are  killed  by  the  surf,  particu- 
larly if  the  season  is  a  stormy  one,  as  they  are  not  strong  enough  swim- 
mers to  save  themselves  from  being  dashed  against  the  rocks  by  it. 
The  cows  remain  with  their  pups,  and  suckle  them  until  all  have  left 
the  islands  in  December.  It  is  probable  that  of  the  seals  born  each 
year  about  one-half  are  males.  The  experiment  was  tried  of  examining 
one  hundred  pups  taken  at  random  from  the  rookeries,  and  in  that  num- 
ber the  sexes  were  about  equally  divided.  The  number  of  bachelor 
seals  in  proportion  to  the  cows  would  also  seem  to  confirm  the  supposi- 
tion. There  is  not  the  slightest  perceptible  difference  in  appearance 
between  seals  of  the  two  sexes,  either  in  the  first  or  second  year  after 
their  birth,  but  as  they  grow  older  they  differ,  so  as  to  be  readily  dis- 
tinguishable from  each  other.  The  pups  when  born  have  only  a  short 
black  hair,  no  fur;  this  is  gradually  replaced  in  their  first  year  by  a 
coat  of  fine,  thick  fur  of  a  light  gray  color,  and  of  hair  longer  than  the 
fur,  so  as  to  cover  it,  of  a  silvery  gray  upon  their  sides  and  bellies,  but 
black  or  very  dark  gray  upon  their  backs.  The  color  of  their  hair 
changes,  in  their  second  year,  to  a  uniform  dark  gray.  In  their  fifth 
year  the  hair  upon  the  neck  and  shoulders  of  the  males  begins  to  grow 
coarser  and  longer,  forming  a  sort  of  mane,  which  increases  in  length 
and  stiffness  until  he  has  attained  his  full  growth,  in  his  eight  or  ninth 
year.  The  females  are  not  found  upon  the  hauling-grounds  with  the 
males  after  they  are  two  years  old  ;  hence  it  seems  probable  that  they 
go  upon  the  rookeries  in  their  third,  and  bear  a  pup  in  their  fourth  year. 
When  both  are  full  grown,  the  sex  differ  most  widely  in  apjtearance  ; 
the  male,  weighing  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds,  is  about 
three  times  as  large  as  the  female,  has  a  mane,  and  is  either  black  or 
dark  brown  in  color.  The  color  of  the  female  is  a  soft  rich  brown  upon 
the  back  and  sides,  changing  almost  to  orange  upon  the  belly,  and  she 
has  no  mane.  The  fur  of  the  cows  is  rather  thicker  and  finer  than  that 
of  the  other  seals,  though  the  i^ins  of  young  males  from  three  to  six 
years  old  are  not  very  much  inferior.  .    ^^^ .  ^ 
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It  is  of  great  importance  to  know  how  many  seals  come  annually  to  the 
island,  or  rather  to  know  how  many  may  be  killed  for  their  skins  without 
caasing  a  less  number  to  come  hereafter  than  do  at  the  present  time. 
To  determine  how  many  there  are  with  accuracy  is  a  task  almost  on  a 
par  with  that  of  numbering  the  stars.  The  incessant  motion  of  the  ani- 
mals when  on  shore,  the  great  variety  in  size,  color,  and  position,  the 
extent  of  surface  over  which  they  are  spread,  and  the  fact  that  it  cannot 
be  determined  what  proportions  of  them  are  on  shore  at  any  given  time, 
make  it  simply  impossible  to  get  more  than  an  approximation  to  their 
numbers.  They  have  been  variously  estimated  at  from  one  to  fifteen  mil- 
lions. I  think  the  most  accurate  numeration  yet  made  is  that  by  Mr. 
H-  W.  Elliott,  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in  1872.  This 
calcalation  is  based  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  breeding-seals  are 
governed  in  hauling  by  a  common  and  invariable  law  of  distribution, 
which  is,  that  the  area  of  rookery  is  directly  proportional  to  the  number 
of  seals  occupying  it.  He  estimates  that  there  is  one  seal  to  every  two 
square  feet,  of  rookery  surface ;  hence  the  problem  is  reduced  to  the  sim- 
ple operation  of  obtaining  half  the  sum  of  the  superficial  areas  of  all  the 
rookeries  in  square  feet.  He  surveyed  the  rookeries  of  both  islands  in 
1872,  when  at  their  greatest  limit  of  expansion,  and  obtained  the  follow- 
ing results:  Upon  Saint  Paul's  Island  there  were  6,060,000  square  feet 
of  ground,  occupied  by  3,030,000,  and  on  Saint  George's  Island,  326,840 
s<|ttare  feet,  occupied  by  163,420 ;  a  total  for  both  islands  of  3,193,420 
breeding-seals.  The  number  of  non-breeding  seals  cannot  be  deter- 
mined in  the  foregoing  manner,  as  they  haal  most  irregularly  ;  but  it  seems 
probable  that  they  are  nearly  as  numerous  as  the  other  class,  which 
would  give  not  far  from  6,000,000  as  the  number  of  seals  of  all  kinds 
which  visited  the  island  during  the  season  of  1872. 

It  is  likely  that  these  figures  are  not  far  from  the  truth,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  the  actual  number  of  seals 
ID  order  to  decide  the  question  of  how  many  can  be  taken  each  year 
without  injury  to  the  fisheries.  The  law  (discovered  by  Mr.  Elliott) 
which  govern  s  the  breeding-seals  in  hauling,  viz,  that  the  si2e  of  the  rookery 
varies  directly  as  the  number  of  seals,  seems  to  me,  after  close  and  re- 
peated observation,  to  be  correct.  All  the  rookeries,  whether  large  or 
small,  are  uniform  in  appearance,  alike  compact,  without  waste  of  space, 
and  never  crowded ;  such  being  the  case,  it  is  unimportant  to  know  the 
actual  number  of  seals  upon  the  rookeries,  for  any  change  in  the  number 
of  seals,  which  is  the  point  at  issue,  any  noteworthy  increase  or  decrease 
in  the  size  of  the  rookeries,  taken  collectively,  will  show  a  correspond- 
ing increase  or  decrease  in  the  number  of  breeding-seals,  consequently 
in  the  number  of'pups  born,  upon  which,  of  course,  the  extent  and  safety 
of  the  fisheries  depends.  If,  then,  a  plan  or  map  of  each  rookery  be 
made  every  year,  showing  accurately  its^size  and  form  when  at  its  great- 
est expansion,  which  is  between  the  tenth  and  twenty-fifth  of  July,  a 
comparison  of  them  would  give  the  relative  number  of  the  breeding- 
seals  from  year  to  year.  I  will  submit  with  this  report  maps  of  Saint 
Paul's  and  Saint  George's  Island,  showing  the  extended  location  of 
breeding-rookeries  and  hauling  grounds  from  surveys  in  July,  1874, 
made  by  Mr.  Elliott  and  myself,  and  a  map  of  each  rookery  on  both 
islands,  drawn  from  careful  surveys  made  by  Mr.  Elliott  in  1872,  show- 
ing them  as  they  were  in  the  season  of  1874  as  compared  with  that  of 
1872.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  enlarged  copies  of  these  latter 
maps  be  furnished  to  the  Government  agents  in  charge  of  the  islands, 
and  that  they  be  required  to  compare  them  each  year  with  the  respect- 
ive rookeries,  and  note  the  change  in  size  and  form,  if  any  eidst^unon^ 
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tbem.  This,  if  carefully  done,  will  afford  data,  after  a  time,  by  which 
the  fisheries  can  be  reguhited  with  comparative  certainty,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce the  greatest  revenue  to  the  Government  without  injury  to  the 
seals. 

Since  1870  there  have  been  killed  on  both  islands,  in  round  numbers, 
112,000  young  male  seals  each  year.  Whether  this  slaughter  has  prevent- 
ed the  seals  from  increasing  in  numbers  or  not,  and  if  so,  to  what  ex- 
'  tent,  can  only  be  deduced  from  their  past  history,  which  unfortunately  is 
imperfectly  known.  In  1839  there  were  fewer  seals  upon  the  islands 
than  had  ever  been  seen  before  since  their  discovery  in  1786.  On  Saint 
Paul's  there  were  not  more  tha  n  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  of  all  kinds. 
The  killing  of  them  was  then  stopped,  and  not  resumed  until  1845,  when 
it  was  done  gradually,  and,  as  had  never  been  the  case  before,  only  the 
young  males  were  killed.  The  rookeries  continued  to  increase  in  size 
until  1857,  since  which  time  they  have  remained  about  the  same,  al- 
though a  less  number  were  killed  yearly  between  1857  and  1868  than 
have  been  killed  since.  This  would  seem  to  show  that  there  is  a  limit 
beyond  which  they  will  not  increase  and  that  this  limit  has  been  reached. 
If  they  could  be  under  our  control  and  protection  at  all  times,  and  if  a 
sufficient  supply  of  food  for  them  could  be  procured,  we  should  doubt- 
less be  able  to  cause  them  to  multiply,  for  there  are  more  of  both  sexes 
bom  each  year  than  necessary  to  meet  the  loss  from  the  natural  causes 
of  old  age,  disease,  (unless  epidemic,)  and  accident.  But  in  reality  we 
do  not  even  know  where  they  are  for  seven  months  in  each  year,  while 
we  do  know  that  they  have  deadly  enemies,  which  make  sad  havoc,  par- 
ticularly among  the  pups  and  yearlings,  as  a  single  killer-whale  has 
been  found  to  have  fourteen  young  seals  in  his  stomach  when  killed. 
Our  protection  of  them  can  only  be  partial,  that  is  to  say,  we  can  limit 
the  number  to  be  killed,  when  they  are  within  our  reach,  and  prevent 
their  being  disturbed  on  the  breeding-rookeries  or  driven  from  the 
islands.  On  the  other  hand,  the  question  arises  whe  ther  the  killing  of  the 
number  above  mentioned  has  or  has  not  caused  a  decrease  of  the  seals. 
Judging  from  a  comparison  between  the  maps  of  the  rookeries,  as  they 
were  in  1872,  and  the  rookeries  themselves  this  year,  and  from  the  tes- 
timony of  the  best-informed  men  on  the  islands,  both  whites  and  natives, 
I  think  it  has  not  as  yet.  As  the  young  males  alone  are  killed,  in- 
jury would  be  effected  through  them,  by  not  allowing  a  sufficient 
number  to  reach  maturity  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  rook- 
eries. They  do  not  go  on  the  rookeries  until  they  are  at  least 
six  years  old;  hence  the  effect  of  the  first  year's  killing  cannot 
be  seen  until  the  pups  born  then  have  reached  that  age.  For 
that  reason  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  too  soon  to  decide  whether  we  are 
killing  too  many  or  not.  It  is  possible  that  more,  even  wice  as  many, 
might  be  taken  without  injury,  but  it  would  be  making  a  severe  and 
more  hazardous  experiment,  before  any  results  have  been  obtained  from 
the  first.  The  number  now  killed  annually  is  entirely  experimental,  and 
we  have  nothing  to  start  from  as  a  basis.  Until  the  effect  produced  is 
satisfactorily  shown,  I  would,  therefore,  not  recommend  an  extension  of 
the  contract  as  to  the  number  of  seals  to  be  killed,  until  seven  or  eight 
years  from  the  date  at  which  the  one  now  existing  went  into  effect, 
when,  if  the  rookeries  have  not  decreased  in  size,  it  can  safely  be  done. 

THE  NATIVES   OF  THE  ISLANDS. 

Saint  Paul's  and  Saint  George's  Islands  were  uninhabited  when  dis- 
covered by  Trybilov  in  1786,  but  in   that  year,  and  at.  various  Jtiuies 
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siuce,  the  Russians  transferred  a  number  of  Aleuts,  with  their  families, 
from  the  island  of  Ouualaska  to  them.  The  descendants  of  those  people, 
togetlier  with  a  few  Russian  Creoles  from  various  parts  of  the  territory 
are  the  present  native  inhabitants  of  the  islands.  Their  population  on 
the  1st  of  August  wiis  as  follows : 


1 

T.i„„^        1  No.  of 
^«1*°^-       i  people. 

1 

No.  of 
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1 
Saint  PaoVs...,        225 
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02 

2t> 
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58 
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65 

72 
27 

67 
31 

54 
22 
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They  live  in  a  single  village  on  each  island,  the  one  on  Saint  Paul's 
situated  at  the  soutlieastern  end,  and  on  Saint  George's,  on  the  north 
shore.  They  were  Christianized  by  the  Enssians,  and  worship  accord- 
ing to  the  forms  of  the  Greek  Catholic  Church.  In  disposition  they 
are  mild  and  amiable,  and  are  skillful  and  faithful  workers  at  their  bus- 
iness of  taking  seal-skins. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  form  of  government  among  them, 
though  their  chiefs,  elected  by  themselves,  liave  a  certain  degree  of  con- 
trol, particularly  in  directing  the  labors  of  the  sealers.    They  have  a 
great  respect  for  law  and  authority',  as  disobedience  t^  the  commands  of 
their  Bussian  rulers  was  punished  with  great  severity.    There  have  not 
been  many  criminal  cases  or  misdemeanors  thus  far  since  the  transfer 
of  the  territory,  and  none  of  a  serious  nature,  merely  a  few  cases  of 
assault  and  petty  theft,  which  were  readily  settled  by  the  Government 
agent,  assisted  by  the  chiefs.    But  as  the  special  agents  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  who  are  the  onl3^  representatives  of  the  Government  at  the 
islands,  have  not  been  invested   as  yet  with  any  governing  power,  it 
seems  necessary  that  some  means  should  be  provided  for  securing  to  all 
equal  protection  in  the  rights  of  persons  and  property.    This  could  be 
accomplished  for  the  present,  at  least,  by  giving  them  authority  some- 
what similar  to  that  of  justice  of  the  peace,  making  them  responsible 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  proper  performance  of  that 
duty,  as  they  are  for  that  of  those  with  which  they  are  now  charged. 
The  seals  furnish  the  natives  with  a  comfortable  and  certain  living, 
their  flesh  serving  them  for  food,  and  the  taking  of  their  skins  bringing 
substantial  income. 

THE  LEASE  OF  THE  ISLANDS. 


In  June,  1870,  Congress  passed  an  act  entitled  «*  An  act  to  prevent 
the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,"  which  authorized 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lease  to  private  parties  for  a  term  of 
years  the  right  to  engage  in  the  business  of  taking  fur-seals  on  the  isl- 
ands of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  under  certain  specified  conditions 
and  restrictions.  Therefore  the  subject  was  publicly  advertised  and 
bids  solicited,  the  privilege  to  be  ^warded  to  the  highest  responsible 
bidder.  A  number  of  individuals  doing  business  in  San  Francisco,  un- 
der the  firm-name  of  the  "Alaska  Commercial  Company,"  were  the  suc- 
cessful bidders,  and  the  right  was  granted  to  them  under  the  terms  of 
the  lease  now  in  force  (a  copy  of  which  is  annexed)  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years  from  the  1st  day  of  Mny,  1870.     The  terms  wgri^^j^t^g^^^^ 
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and  the  lease  delivered  until  the  Slst  day  of  August,  1870,  and 
the  vessels  and  agents  of  the  company  did  not  reach  the  islands  until 
the  1st  of  October.  The  season  allowed  by  law  for  killing  seals  being 
nearly  over,  but  few  were  taken  that  year,  (3,448  on  Saint  Paul's  and  5,789 
on  Saint  George's,)  but  the  following  and  each  succeeding  year  they  have 
taken  the  stipulated  number.  When  the  lease  was  made,  it  was  erro- 
neously supposed  that  there  were  about  one-third  as  many  seals  on  Saint 
George's  Island  as  on  Saint  Paul's,  and  in  consequence  the  number  to  be 
taken  from  each  island  was  fixed  at  25,000  and  75,000  respectively.  lu 
reality  there  are  only  about  one-eighteenth  as  many  on  the  former  as 
the  latter,  which  fact  having  been  clearly  shown  last  year  by  Mr.  Elliott, 
the  apportionment  was  changed  to  10,000  for  Saint  George's  and  90,000 
for  Saint  Paul's,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  lease.  In  consideration  of 
being  the  only  company  allowed  to  take  fur-seals  upon  the  islands,  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  agreed  to  pay  a  yearly  rental  for  the 
use  of  the  islands,  and  a  tax  or  duty  upon  each  skiu  taken  and  shipped 
from  them ;  not  to  kill  more  than  the  stipulated  number  of  seals,  and 
seals  of  a  particular  kind ;  not  to  molest  them  upon  the  rookeries  or  in 
the  water,  and  to  do  nothing  which  would  tend  to  frighten  them  from 
the  islands;  to  provide  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  education,  and  pro- 
tection of  the  native  inhabitants,  and  neither  to  furnish  nor  to  allow  its 
agents  to  furnish  distilled  spirits  or  spirituous  liquors  to  any  of  the 
natives. 

The  company  employs  on  Saint  Paul's  an  agent  who  has  general 
charge  of  the  business  on  both  islands,  .three  assistants,  a  physician,  a 
school-teacher,  three  carpenters,  a  cooper,  a  steward  and  cook ;  and  on 
Saint  George  an  agent,  a  physician,  a  school-teacher,  and  a  cook. 

The  great  work  of  the  season,  the  taking  and  curing  of  seal-skins, 
begins  the  first  week  in  June,  and  is  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  skins  are  in  the  best  condition  early  in  the  season.  This 
year  90,000  skins  were  taken  on  Saint  Paul's  by  eighty-four  men  in 
thirty-nine  days.  The  natives  do  all  the  work  of  driving,  killing,  and 
skinning  the  seals,  and  of  curing  and  bundling  the  skins,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  company's  agents  and  of  their  own  chiefs.  The  first 
operation  is  that  of  driving  the  seals  from  the  hauling  to  the  killing 
grounds.  The  latter  are  near  the  suit-houses,  which  are  built  at 
points  most  convenient  for  shipping  for  skins,  and  all  the  killing  is  done 
upon  them,  in  order  not  to  disturb  the  other  seals,  and  to  save  the  la- 
bor of  carrying  the  skins.  The  seals  suitable  for  killing  (which  are  the 
young  males  from  two  to  six  years  old)  are  readily  collected  into  droves 
upon  the  hunting-grounds  by  getting  between  them  and  the  water,  and 
are  driven  as  easily  as  a  flock  of  sheep.  They  move  in  clumsy  gallop, 
their  bellies  being  raised  entirely  from  the  ground,  upon  their  flippers, 
which  gives  them,  when  in  motion,  the  appearance  of  bears.  They  are 
sometimes  called  "sea-bears"  on  account  of  this  resemblance.  In  driv- 
ing them  care  is  taken  not  to  hurry  them,  for,  if  driven  too  fast  they 
crowd  together  and  injure  the  skins  by  biting  each  other,  and  also  be- 
come over-heated  and  exhausted.  They  are  driven  from  one-half  mile 
to  five  miles  in  from  three  to  thirty-six  hours,  according  to  the  location 
of  the  hauling-grounds.  After  reaching  the  killing-grounds  they  are 
allowed  to  rest  and  cool  for  several  hours,  particularly  if  the  drive  has 
been  a  long  one.  The  drives  vary  in  number  from  five  hundred  to  as 
many  thousand,  as  there  happen  to  be  few  or  many  seals  upon  the  haul- 
ing-ground,  where  the  drive  is  made.  In  each  drive  there  are  some 
seals  that  are  either  so  large  or  so  small  that  their  skins  are  not  desirable, 
and  sometimes  a  few  females  are  driven  up,  not  often,  however,  as  they 

^  Digitized  by  ^OOQl€ 


ALASKA   SEAL-FISHERIES.  9 

seldom  stray  from  the  rookeries.  All  such  are  singled  out  and  permitted 
to  escape  to  the  water.  The  killing  is  done  with  a  blow  on  the  head 
by  a  stout  club,  which  crushes  the  skull,  after  which  the  skins  are  taken 
ofif  and  carried  into  the  salt-houses.  During  the  first  half  of  the  month 
of  June,  from  five  to  eight  per  cent,  of  the  seals  in  the  drive  are  turned 
away,  being  either  too  small  or  too  large,  and  from  ten  to  twelve  per 
cent,  duriug  the  latter  half.  In  July  the  percentage  is  still  greater, 
being  about  forty  per  cent,  for  the  first  and  from  sixty  to  seventy-five 
per  cent,  for  the  latter  half.  About  one-half  the  seals  killed  are  about 
three  years  old,  one-fourth  four,  and  the  remainder  two,  five,  and  six. 
Xo  yearlings  have  been  killed  up  to  the  present  time,  though  allowed 
by  the  lease,  as  their  skins  are  too  small  to  be  salable  in  the  present 
state  of  the  trade,  but  by  some  trade  in  it  they  may  become  desirable 
in  the  future  and  would  then  be  taken.  This  would  injure  the  fisheries, 
because  the  yearlings  of  both  sexes  haul  together,  and  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  separate  them  so  as  to  kill  only  the  males.  There 
bas  been  a  waste  in  taking  the  skins,  due  partly  to  the  inexperience  of 
the  company's  agent,  and  partly  to  accident  and  the  carelessness  of  the 
natives.  In  making  the  drive,  particularly  if  they  are  long  on,  and 
the  sun  happens  to  pierce  through  the  fog,  some  of  the  seals  become 
exhausted  and  die  at  such  a  distance  from  the  salt-houses  that  their  ^ 
skins  cannot  well  be  carried  to  them  by  hand*  and  are  therefore  left 
apon  the  bodies.  This  was  remedied  during  the  last  killing-season,  by 
having  a  horse  and  cart  to  follow  the  drive  and  to  collect  such  skins. 
Some  skins  have  also  been  lost  by  killing  more  seals  at  a  time  than  the 
force  of  men  employed  could  take  care  of  properly.  Good  judgment 
and  constant  care  are  required  in  taking  the  skins,  as  fifteen  minutes'  ex- 
posure to  the  sun  will  spoil  them,  by  loosening  the  fur.  Anothersource 
of  waste  is  by  cutting  the  skins  in  taking  them  off  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  ruin  them.  It  was  very  diflScult  at  first  to  induce  the  natives  to  use 
their  knives  carefully,  and  several  hundred  skins  were  lost  in  a  season 
by  careless  skinning;  but  by  refusing  to  accept  and  pay  for  badly-cut 
Bkins,  the  number  has  been  greatly  reduced,  so  that  the  loss  this 
year  on  Saint  Paul's  was  but  one  hundred  and  thirty  from  all  causes. 
The  salt-houses  are  arranged  with  large  bins  called  kenches,  made  of 
thick  planks,  into  which  the  skins  are  put,  fur-side  down,  with  a  layer 
of  salt  between  each  layer  of  skins.  They  become  sufliciently  cured  in 
from  five  to  seven  days,  and  are  then  taken  from  the  kenches  and  piled 
ap  in  books,  with  a  little  fresh  salt.  Finally  they  are  prepared  for  ship- 
ment by  rolling  them  into  compact  bundles,  two  skins  in  each,  which  are 
secured  with  stout  lashings.  The  largest  of  these  bundles  weigh  sixty- 
four  pounds,  but  their  average  weight  is  but  twenty-two.  The  smallest 
skins,  those  taken  from  seals  two  years  old,  weigh  about  seven  pounds 
each,  and  the  largest,  from  seals  six  years  old,  about  thirty. 

The  skins  are  counted  four  times  at  the  island,  as  follows :  By  the 
company's  agent  and  the  native  chiefs  when  they  are  put  into  the  salt- 
houses,  the  latter  given  in  their  accounts,  after  each  day's  killing,  to  the 
Government  agent;  again  when  they  are  bundled  by  the  natives,  who 
do  the  work,  as  each  is  paid  for  his  labor  by  the  bundle ;  by  the  Gov- 
ernment agents  when  they  are  taken  from  the  salt-houses  for  shipment, 
and  the  fourth  time  by  the  first  officer  of  the  company's  steamer,  as 
they  are  delivered  on  board.  An  official  certificate  of  the  number  of 
skins  shipped  is  made  out  and  signed  by  the  Government  agents  in 
triplicate,  one  copy  being  sent  to  the  Treasury  Department,  one  to  the 
collector  at  San  Francisco,  the  third  given  to  the  master  of  the  vessel 
XQ  which  they  are  shipped.    The  amount  of  the  tax  or  dut}'  paid  by  the 
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company  to  tbe  Government  is  determined  by  the  result  of  a  final 
counting  at  the  custoui-bouse  in  San  Francisco.  Tlie  books  of  tbe 
company  show  that  it  has  i)aid  into  the.  Treasury,  since  the  date  of  tbe 
lealse,  $170,480.45  on  accountof  the  rental  of  the  islands,  and  $1,057,709.74 
tax  on  sealskins,  which  sums  also  appear  in  those  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. The  latter  sum  is  less  by  $10,458.63  than  the  tax  that  should 
have  been  paid  had  one  hundred  thousand  skins  been  taken  each  year 
since  1870,  or,  in  other  words,  6,269  fewer  skins  have  been  shipped  than 
the  lease  permitted.  The  record  kept  at  the  islands,  by  both  the  Gov- 
ernment's and  company's  agents,  shows  that  in  1871  but  19,077  skins 
were  on  St.  George's,  instead  of  25,000,  tbe  number  allowed,  and  that 
nearly  every  year  since,  the  number  shipped  has  fallen  a  little  short  of 
100,000. 

In  addition  to  the  seals  killed  by  the  company  for  their  skins,  about 
twelve  thousand  are  killed  annually,  under  the  direction  of  the  Govern- 
ment's agents,  to  supply  the  natives  with  food.  Between  seven  and 
eight  thousand  of  these  are  pups,  killed  in  JS^ovember  and  scattered  for 
consumption  during  the  winter,  when  there  are  no  seals  on  the  islands. 
The  remainder  are  bachelor  males,  killed  between  the  months  of 
April  and  November,  at  times  when  none  are  being  killed  by  the 
compan3\  The  skins  of  the  pups  are  too  small  and  inferior  to  be  sala- 
ble, but  are  tanned  and  used  by  the  natives  for  robes,  carpets,  &c. 
Those  takep  from  the  others  are  good,  except  those  taken  in  August  and 
September,  when  they  are  "  stagey,"  and  are  accepted  by  the  company 
and  counted  as  a  part  of  their  quota.  The  seals  shed  their  coat  of  hair 
and  get  a  new  one  between  the  months  of  June  and  October.  Skins  are 
said  to  be  stagey  when  the  hair  of  the  new  coat  has  not  grown  long 
enough  to  project  beyond  the  fur,  and  are  consequently  injurious  to  it,  as 
they  cannot  be  plucked  out.  No  use  is  made  of  the  carcasses  of  the 
dead  seals,  which  are  left  on  the  killing-grounds,  to  be  decomposed  and 
dispensed  by  tbe  action  of  the  elements.  It  was  thought  at  first  that 
a  large  amount  of  valuable  oil  could  be  obtained  from  them,  and  the 
company  agreed  to  pay  a  tax  of  fifty-five  cents  a  gallon  for  all  that 
should  be  shipped  or  sold,  but  after  making  about  eight  thousand  gal- 
lons in  1871-'72,  it  was  found  that  the  cost  of  making  and  shipping  it 
to  San  Francisco  was  greater  than  the  price  it  brought  there,  so  no  more 
has  been  made  since  and  none  has  ever  been  shipped.  The  tax  was 
taken  off  last  year  and  the  company  simply  required  to  pay  to  the 
natives  ten  cents  per  gallon  for  their  labor  in  making  the  oil,  but  during 
the  sealiug-season  the  entire  working-force  of  the  natives  is  fully  occu- 
pied in  taking  tbe  skins,  and  after  it  is  over  they  are  unwilling  to  do 
the  work  of  trying  out  oil  from  the  carcasses,  for,  as  they  say,  they  make 
money  enough  by  sealing.  They  do,  however,  make  a  few  gallons  for 
themselves  yearl3',  which  they  use  for  burning.  Care  is  tsiken  to  pre- 
vent molesting  or  frightening  the  seals ;  no  dogs  are  allowed  upon  the 
islands,  and  the  use  of  fire-arms  is  prohibited  except  in  winter.  It  has 
been  asserted  that  the  sight  of  blood  and  the  sight  of  the  killing  of  their 
companions  has  a' tendency  to  drive  them  away  from  the  islands,  but 
the  experiment  has  been  tried  of  fastening  tallies  to  numbers  of  the 
seals  which  are  turned  away  from  the  killing-grounds,  and  always  with 
the  result  that  the  same  seals  have  been  found  upon  the  beach  and 
driven  again  within  a  day  or  two.  Moreover,  there  is  a  breeding-rook- 
ery within  sight  of  the  killing-grounds  on  Saint  Paul's,  and  but  a  short 
distance  from  them,  which  has  been  increasing  in  size  for  several  years. 
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TREATMENT  OF  THE  NATIVES  BY  THE  COMPANY. 

The  lease  reqaires  that  provisiou  be  made  by  the  company  for  tbe  com- 
fort, maintenance,  education,  and  protection  of  tbe  native  inbabitiints  of 
tbe  islands. 

Tbe  natives  do  all  tbe  work  of  taking  and  curing  tbe  seal-skins,  for 
wbicb  they  are  paid  by  tbe  company  forty  cents  a  skin.  This  produces 
each  year  a  fond  of  $40,000,  which  is  divided  between  the  inhabitants 
of  the  two  islands,  according  to  tbe  number  of  skins  taken  from  each, 
which  gives  $30,000  to  tbe  people  of  Saint  Paul,  and  $10,000  to  those  of 
8aint  George.  In  addition  to  this,  they  are  paid  forty  cents  apiece  for 
sea-lion  skins,  ten  cents  for  their  throats,  and  $5  a  barrel  for  their  intes- 
tines. As  this  sum  is  earned  by  the  joint  labor  of  all  the  able  bodied 
men,  it  is  considered  a  common  fund,  to  be  divided  equitably  among 
them.  Payment  is  made  for  all  other  labor  to  each  individual  perform- 
ing it  at  established  rates.  In  dividing  the  sealing  fund,  the  ability  of 
tbe  sealers  is  considered,  and  tbe  division  made  accordingly.  Thus  tbe 
strongest  and  most  skillful  men,  who  work  the  entire  season,  receive  a 
first-class  share.  Those  who  are  less  skillful,  and  the  old  men  who  are 
nnabie  to  do  tbe  harder  part  of  the  work,  receive  second  and  third 
shares,  while  tbe  buys  who  take  part  in  the  sealing  for  the  first  time,  re- 
ceive a  fourth-class  share.  The  assignment  of  shares  is  made  by  tbe 
chiefs  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  others.  Each  year,  after  aU  the  skins 
have  been  taken,  tbe  chiefs  furnish  the  company's  agents  with  a  list  of 
the  men  who  have  been  engaged  in  sealing  during  tbe  season,  and  the 
share  assigned  to  each.  The  se<5ond,  third,  and  fourth  class  are  respect- 
ively ninety,  eighty,  and  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  first-class  share.  Two 
first-class  shares  are  voluntarily  given  for  tbe  support  of  the  church, 
and  one  for  that  of  tbe  priest.  The  value  of  the  shares  varies  a  little 
from  year  to  year,  with  tbe  number  of  men  engaged  in  sealing.  This 
year  (1874)  it  was  for  each,  respectively,  $429.53;  $368.58,  $343.62,  and 
$300.63.  The  result  of  the  division  is  formally  made  to  the  people  by 
the  company's  agents,  through  the  chiefs  and  in  tbe  presence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's agents.  These  sums  are  not  paid  at  the  time  to  the  natives, 
but  are  placed  to  their  credit  in  tbe  book  of  the  company  and  in  pass- 
books which  are  furnished  to  each  man.  All  other  labor  is  paid  for  in 
coin  when  performed,  at  tbe  rate  of  from  6  to  10  cents  an  hour,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  nature  of  the  work,  except  that  of  bundling  skins,  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  one  cent  a  bundle.  The  first  chief  is  paid  a  monthly  salary 
of  $lo,  and  each  of  the  others,  three  in  number,  are  of  $10,  in  addition 
to  their  shares  of  the  sealing-fund.  Other  natives,  men  and  women,  em- 
ployed throughout  the  year  in  other  capacities,  receive  from  $4  to  $30 
a  month  and  board. 

Clothing,  provisions,  and  other  articles  are  kept  in  the  company's 
store-houses  on  the  ishmd,  and  are  sold  to  the  natives  at  prices  not  ex- 
ceeding those  for  which  the  same  could  be  bought  at  retail  in  San 
Francisco.  I  examined  the  goods  and  found  them  to  be  of  good  quality. 
The  people  have  but  little  idea  of  economy,  and  would  spend  all  their 
money  in  a  short  time  for  certain  articles  of  which  they  are  fond,  hence 
it  is  necessary  to  limit  their  sale,  such  as  butter,  sugar,  and  perfumery. 
They  are  encouraged  to  save  money  by  the  company,  which  receives 
deposits  from  them,  subject  to  the  usual  rules  of  ''savings  banks,"  and 
pays  an  interest  of  nine  per  cent,  per  annum.  Deposits  range  from  $100 
to  $1,100.  Tbe  church  has  a  deposit  of  $8,000.  Some  are  in  debt  to  tbe 
company,  but  become  less  so  every  j-ear.  Such  as  are  without  means 
of  support,  widows,  and  orphan  children  are  supported  by  the  company. 
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The  natives  live  partly  ia  "  barabbakics  "  or  earth-houses,  and  partly 
in  comfortable  frame  houses.  Thirty  of  tlie  latter  have  been  built 
within  the  last  two  years  by  the  company,  and  given  rent  free.  Others 
are  being  built  as  rapidly  as  possible,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  com- 
pany to  give  each  family  a  house.  The  lease  requires  the  annual 
delivery  upon  the  island  of  sixty  cords  of  fire-wood,  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dried  salmon,  for  the  use  of  the  natives;  but,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  coal,  ton  for  cord,  has  been  substitutes! 
for  the  former,  and  an  equivalent  quantity  of  salted  salmon  and  cod- 
fish for  the  latter.  Both  have  been  regularly  supplied,  as  shown  by  the 
receipts  of  the  Government  agent  and  the  statement^  of  the  natives, 
together  with  as  much  salt  and  as  many  barrels  as  has  been  desired  for 
curing  and  storing  their  seal-meat. 

Two  physicians  are  in  the  employ  of  the  company,  one  residing  oa 
each  island,  who  are  charged  with  the  care  of  the  sick,  and  have 
already,  by  their  efibrts,  seconded  by  the  example  of  the  other  white 
residents,  induced  greater  cleanliness  and  a  more  healthful  mode  of 
living  among  the  natives. 

The  education  of  the  native  children  has  not  been  neglected,  though 
so  far  the  attempt  to  teach  them  has  not  been  as  successful  as  could  be 
desired.  For  each  island  a  competent  teacher,  a  convenient  and  well- 
warmed  school-room,  and  a  supply  of  school  books,  &c.,  have  been  pro- 
vided every  year  from  the  first  of  October  until  the  first  of  June,  but 
the  difficulty  has  been  to  induce  the  parents  to  send  their  children,  as 
they  do  not  think  them  able  to  learn  both  English  and  Kussian,  and  as 
the  latter  is  the  language  of  their  church  they  consider  it  the  most  im- 
portant. The  average  attendance  at  the  school  on  Saint  George's  has  been 
but  five  or  six,  while  there  are  from  thirty  to  forty  children,  and  on  Saint 
Paul's  but  four  or  five,  with  from  forty  to  fifty  children.  Last  year  on 
the  latter  island  there  was  a  better  attendance,  and  the  children  made 
considerable  progress.  The  prejudice  of  the  older  people  seems  likely 
to  wear  away,  as  they  learn  a  little  English  themselves  from  constantly 
hearing  it,  and  will  doubtless  disappear  after  a  time. 

The  company  has  wisely  adopted  a  fair  and  liberal  policy  in  its  deal* 
ings  with  the  natives,  and  is  more  than  repaid  for  the  expense  incurred 
by  the  increased  ease  and  rapidity  with  which  they  work  while  taking 
skins.  I  examined  carefully  the  books  and  papers  of  the  company,  both 
at  its  office  in  San  Francisco  and  upon  the  island ;  also  the  record  kept 
by  the  Government  agents,  and  talked  privately  with  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  the  natives,  but  was  unable  to  discover  that  there  has  been  any 
fraud  practiced  toward  the  Government,  or  want  of  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  the  lease. 

The  natives  keep  a  jealous  watch  upon  the  seals,  being  fully  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  their  welfare  depends  upon  the  safety  of  the  fisheries, 
and  are  well  informed  in  regard  to  all  laws  and  contracts  which  have 
been  made  by  the  Government  concerning  them. 

THE  SEA-OTTER. 

During  the  Eussian  occupation  of  Alaska  Territory  the  trade  of  sea- 
otter  skins  was  of  greater  value  and  importance  than  any  other  branch 
of  the  fur-trade,  both  from  the  high  prices  obtained  for  them  and  also 
from  the  numbers  which  were  taken.  They  were  sent  to  China,  where 
they  were  advantageously  exchanged  for  tea  and  cloth.  One  sea-otter 
skin  brought  as  much  as  ten  seal-skins,  and  from  ten  to  twenty  times 
as  much  as  any  other  skins  found  in  Alaska.      Fur-seals,  beavers,  and 
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foxes  were  the  only  animals  taken  in  greater  numbers.  The  demand 
for  this  fur  and  the  improvident  manner  of  taking  the  animals  have 
greatly  diminished  their  numbers,  though  the  value  of  the  skins  is  per- 
haps even  greater  than  formerly.  i 

In  early  times  sea-otters  were  found  along  the  outer  sea-coast  from 
California  to  the  westernmost  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  also  about  the 
Prybilov  group,  and  Cook  mentions  having  seen  a  few  of  them  at  Saint 
Matthew's  Island.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  have  ever  been  found 
on  the  coast  of  the  main-land,  north  of  the  A  laskan  peninsula.  They 
were  more  abundant  along  the  coast  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  along 
the  coast  as  far  as  Sitka.  South  of  that  point  they  were  less  numerous 
and  were  taken  mostly  from  Queen  Charlotte's  Islands,  Grey's  Harbor, 
firth  north  of  the  Columbia  River,  and  the  coast  of  California  in  the 
vicinity  of  Russian  River.  For  more  than  a  century  they  have  been 
hunted  almost  incessantly,  and  killed  without  regard  to  age  or  sex, 
wherever  found,  yet  they  still  frequent  some  of  their  favorite  haunts, 
though  ra  comparatively  limited  numbers.  At  the  present  time  a  few 
of  them  are  killed  at  Grey's  Harbor,  by  white  hunters  and  Indians ;  and 
along  the  coast  to  the  northward  as  far  as  Cook's  Inlet,  by  the  Indiians, 
bnt  they  are  very  scarce. 

The  Aleutian  Islands  and  those  south  of  the  Alaska  peninsula,  in- 
cluding Kodiac,  are  the  only  places  where  any  considerable  numbers 
are  found.  The  yearly  catch  averages  about  3,500,  of  which  from  400 
to  500  are  from  Kodiac  and  that  vicinity,  and  the  remainder  from  the 
islands  to  the  westward  of  these.  About  one-twentieth  are  prime  skins, 
one-sixth  pups,  less  than  one  year  old,  and  the  rest  middling  and  ordi- 
nary. The  finest  are  taken  near  Otter  Island,  the  most  westerly  of  the 
Aleutians,  and  Kodiac  ;  the  greater  number  about  Leanak  Island  and 
the  *'  Chenabour  Rocks." 

The  full-grown  animal  is  from  three  and  one-half  to  four  feet  long,  ex- 
clusive of  the  tail,  (which  is  from  a  foot  to  fourteen  inches  long,)  and  is 
in  the  shape  of  its  body  something  like  a  beaver;  the  head  is  rather 
small  and  the  nose  pointed,  with  whiskers  on  each  side  like  the  sea-lion 
and  seal,  but  shorter  and  fewer  in  number.  Their  legs,  four  in  number, 
are  short  and  small,  and  the  toes  are  connected  by  a  membrane.  The 
skin  is  very  loose  upon  the  body ;  so  much  so  that  by  seizing  it  about 
the  middle  of  the  back  a  foot  or  more  of  slack  may  be  taken  up,  and 
when  taken  oflF,  dried,  and  slightly  stretched,  it  is  from  seven  to  nine 
feet  long.  The  male  rarely  weighs  more  than  seventy  or  seventy -five 
pounds,  and  is  slightly  larger  than  the  female,  though  the.latter  has 
usually  the  best  fur.  It  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  their  habits,  as  they 
frequent  the  most  exposed  and  dangerous  portions  of  the  coast  and  sel- 
dom go  upon  the  land ;  but  most  of  the  hunters  agree  to  the  following 
facts  concerning  them : 

They  are  rarely  seen  on  shore  except  in  winter,  when  they  sometimes 
hanl  in  great  numbers  on  outlying  rocks,  particularly  after  a  severe 
gale,  when  there  is  a  heavy  surf.  During  the  summer  they  go  several 
miles  bff  shore,  and  are  sometimes  seen  sleeping  upon  the  kelp  or  on 
the  water.  They  breed  apparently  either  upon  the  kelp  or  in  the  water, 
as  there  has  never  been  an  instance  observed  of  a  female  giving  birth 
to  her  young  on  the  laud.  The  young  are  about  twelve  inches  long, 
and  are  believed  to  suck  until  one  year  old.  They  reach  their  full 
growth  in  about  from  three  to  five  years.  They  are  covered  with  a 
coarse  hair  of  a  mixed,  gray,  yellow,  and  brown  color,  (mostly  gray  upon 
the  head,  neck,  and  belly,)  until  six  months  old,  when  this  is  gradually 
replaced  b^  a  black  fur.    The  mother,  when  swimming,  carries  heri 
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between  her  paw^s,  and  sleeps  on  the  water  on  her  back,  holding  them  in 
the  same  manner.  The  food  of  the  sea-otter  consists  of  shelliish,  such 
as  the  ray  or  clam,  crabs,  and  sea-urchins,  and  probably  kelp.  They 
obtain  a  shellfish  by  diving,  often  in  fifteen  fathoms  of  water;  and 
after  bringing  them  to  the  surface,  crush  their  shells  between  their 
claws  and  breast.  They  are  often  seen  playing  together,  but  never 
fighting;  though  when  wounded  it  is  almost  impossible  to  catch  them 
with  the  hands,  as  they  bite  severely  and  are  so  lithe  and  supple  that  it 
is  difficult  to  prevent  their  doing  so.  Their  flesh  is  eaten  by  the  natives, 
and  is  considered  better  than  that  of  the  fur-seal,  though  inferior  to  the 
sea-lion's.  They  are  strong,  swift  swimmers,  swimming  even  against  a 
gale  of  wind  with  considerable  rapidity,  and  nearly  always  upon  their 
backs,  propelling  themselves  with  their  hind-legs.  Their  fur  is  consid- 
ered equally  good  at  all  seasons ;  hence  they  are  hunted  throughout  the 
entire  year. 

The  method  of  taking  them  varies  with  the  season  and  locality.  In 
summer  they  are  usually  killed  in  the  water  with  spears  or  caught  in 
nets,  and  in  winter  are  either  shot  while  swimming  in  the  surf  or  clubbed 
upon  the  rocks.  They  are  very  shy  and  keen  of  scent,  which  necessi- 
tates the  greatest  care  on  the  part  of  the  hunter  while  hunting  them. 
They  do  nob  build  fires  or  even  light  their  pipes  with  the  wind  in  a 
certain  direction,  and  sometimes  go  without  a  fire  for  six  weeks  at  a 
time  in  winter. 

In  taking  the  sea-otters  with  spears  the  hunters  assemble  with  their 
baidarkies  or  skin-canoes  in  parties  of  fifty  or  more,  each  baidarkie 
carrying  two  men,  one  to  paddle  and  the  other  to  use  the  spear.  They 
then  go  off  shore  sometimes  twenty  miles,  and  watch  quietly  for  an  otter 
to  show  his  head  above  water,  which  he  no  sooner  does  than  the  men  in 
the  nejirest  baidarkies  paddle  swiftly  toward  him,  shouting  and  throw- 
ing their  spears.  This  frightens  the  animal,  causing  him  to  dive.  As 
soon  as  he  disappears  the  nearest  baidarkie  goes  to  the  spot  where  he 
went  down  and  remains  there,  while  the  others  form  a  large  circle  about 
it  and  wait  for  him  to  re-appear.  This  he  does  in  from  fifteen  to  thirty 
minutes,  usually  inside  the  circle,  and  the  foregoing  operation  is 
quickly  repeated,  so  as  not  to  give  him  time  to  recover  his  breath.  This 
is  kept  up  until  the  otter  becomes  so  much  exhausted  and  out  of  breath 
that  he  can  only  remain  under  water  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  must  finally 
come  up  near  enough  to  one  of  the  baidarkies  to  be  easily  speared.  The 
skin  belongs  to  the  hunter  whose  spear  is  nearest  the  head.  This 
method  of  hunting  is  common  to  the  natives  of  all  the  islands,  but  the 
hunters  of  the  island  of  Atka  are  the  only  ones  who  catch  them  in  nets. 
The  nets  used  are  made  of  twine,  usually  about  fourteen  feet  by  eight, 
though  sometimes  as.  large  as  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  by  ninety. 
They  are  spread  on  top  of  a  bed  of  kelp,  and  the  ends  anchored  with 
heavy  stones.  The  otters  at  certain  times  go  upon  the  kelp  to  sleep,  and 
in  moving  about  upon  it  become  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  the  net  and 
are  then  easily  killed  by  the  hunters.  As  many  as  six  have  been  caught 
at  one  time  in  a  single  net.  When  caught  in  this  way  they  do  not 
struggle  and  try  to  break  away,  though  it  would  seem  an  easy  matter 
for  so  powerful  an  animal.  But  sea-lions  sometimes  get  in  the  nets  and 
break  them  all  to  pieces.  The  natives  of  Atka  have  always  hunted  this 
way,  but  those  of  the  other  islands  have  never  done  so.  At  the  island  of 
Laenack  in  the  winter  during  a  severe  northwest  gale,  especially  if  it  oc- 
curs immediately  after  a  southeaster,  the  surf  is  very  heavy  and  the  otters 
haul  up  oh  the  rocks  to  get  out  of  it.  At  such  times,  as  soon  as  the  gale 
begins  to  abate  the  hunters  go  out  in  their  baidarkies,  and  b^  keeping  to 
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,tbe  leeward  are  able  to  land  upon  the  rocks,  creep  up  to  tbe  otters 
aod  kill  thein  with  chibs.  If  care  is  used  to  make  no  noise  and  to  kill 
tbe  ones  to  leeward  first,  they  are  frequently  able  to  take  all  of  them. 
Seventy -eight  were  killed  in  one  morning  by  three  men  a  few  years  ago, 
and  it  is  not  unusual  to  get  from  ten  to  thirty.  It  is  not  very  often, 
however,  that  these  opportunities  for  clubbing  them  occur.  They  are 
also  killed  with  fire-arms  in  winter  from  the  shore  while  swimming  in  the 
surf  and  in  summer  from  boats.  The  older  hunters  are  very  much 
opposed  to  this  method  of  hunting,  as  they  say  it  drives  aw^-y  the  otter, 
aud  that  being  easier  than  spears  the  young  men  practice  it  and  neglect 
to  learn  the  use  of  the  spear. 

The  value  of  the  skins  depends  upon  the  length,  fineness,  and  color 
of  fur;  those  which  have  long,  thick,  fine  fur,  of  a  rich  glossy,  black 
color,  tipped  with  silvery  gray,  are  the  most  highly  prized.  Inferior 
ones  have  coarser  fur  and  reddish-brown  in  color.  Some  have  been  taken 
with  fur  as  coarse  as  the  hair  of  the  sea-lion,  similar  in  color.  Spotted 
and  striped  skins  have  also  been  found,  but  rarely. 

The.  skins  of  pups  less  than  one  year  old  are  unsalable,  on  account 
of  their  mixed  color  and  lack  of  fur,  but  some  of  the  finest  are  taken 
from  those  between  one  and  three  years  of  age. 

Sea-otters  are  constantly  becoming  less  numerous  in  the  waters  of 
Alaska  Territory,  from  three  causes:  the  killing  of  females  and  pups  less 
than  a  year  old,  the  incessant  harassing  caused  by  hunting  them  from 
year  to  year  without  intermission,  and  the  use  of  fire-arms.  About  one- 
half  the  uumber  killed  each  year  are  females,  and  one-sixth  pups,  too 
young  to  be  of  any  value.  The  killing  of  females  works  a  double  iujury, 
for,  if  they  have  young  less  than  six  months  old,  the  killing  of  the  mother 
causes  the  death  of  the  pup. 

It  would  contribute  largely  to  the  preservation  of  the  sea-otter  life  if 
they  were  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed,  either  for  three  or  four  months 
each  year  throughout  the  entire  region  frequented  by  them  or  for  two 
or  three  years  at  a  time  in  certain  portions  of  it.  Either  plan  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  rest  aud  breed.  The  use  of  fire-arms  in 
hunting  them  should  also  be  discontinued.  Though  simple  in  theory, 
it  would  be  difiicult  in  practice  to  afford  this  protection,  as  the  extent 
and  character  of  tbe  sea-otter  district,  and  the  competition  between 
both  traders  and  hunters,  would  render  the  enforcement  of  any  laws 
which  might  be  made  for  the  purpose  no  easy  matter. 

THE  ISLANDS  OF  SAINT    LAWRENCE  AND  SAINT  MATTHEW. 

These  two  large  islands,  lying  in  Bering's  Sea  are  a  part  of  the  terri- 
tory purchased  from  Kussia  by  the  United  States.  Though  discovered 
and  named  by  Bering  in  172i^'41,  and  repeatedly  visited  since  by  ex- 
plorers, traders,  and  whalers,  so  little  had  been  put  on  record  coucern- 
io^  them,  that  no  correct  idea  could  be  formed  of  their  character  aud 
value.    Their  comparative  unimportance  is  probably  the  reason  for  this. 

The  larger  of  the  two,  Saint  Lawrence,  lies  first  south  of  Bering's 
Straits,  in  latitude  (its  southwest  point)  63^  23'  K.,  and  longitude  120^  35' 
W.  It  is  about  ninety  miles  long,  and  has  an  average  width  of  15 
miles.  The  surface  is  irregular  and  broken,  consisting  of  hills  connected 
by  low,  flat  plains,  which  are  but  a  few  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Both  the  ranges  of  hills  and  the  low  laud  extend  entirely  across  the 
island  from  north  to  south  ;  hence,  when  approached  from  either  direc- 
tion, the  latter  are  not  seen  at  first,  aud  the  land  has  the  appearance 
f 
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of  being  several  separate  islands.  Captain  Cook,  who  discovered  it  m. 
1778,  was  thus  deceived,  and  as  he  did  not  sail  near  enough  afterward 
to  discover  his  mistake,  gave  the  supposed  group  the  name  of  Cleak's 
Islands.  There  are  no  harbors,  but  good  anchorage  can  be  found  at 
several  points,  with  from  six  to  eleven  fathoms  of  water,  in  light  weather 
or  when  the  wind  is  from  the  land.  It  is  covered  in  summer  with  grass, 
moss,  and  flowers,  and  in  places  a  creeping  willow  grows,  but  neither 
trees  nor  shrubs  of  any  kind.  There  are  several  lagoons,  and  numerous 
fresh-water  ponds,  fed  by  small  streams  from  the  hills,  are  distributed 
over  the  plains.  The  greater  part  of  the  shore-line  is  a  low  sand-beach; 
but  at  the  southwestern  end  of  the  island,"  and  at  several  points  on  the 
northern  shore,  it  rises  into  almost  perpendicular  cliffs,  from  one  to  three 
hundred  feet  high.  Those  at  the  southwestern  end  present  a  singular 
appearance  when  viewed  from  the  water.  The  beating  of  the  surf  and 
the  action  of  the  frost  have  broken  up  and  worn  away  the  material  of 
which  they  are  composed,  (talcose  slate,)  leaving  needles  or  spires,  some  of 
them  a  hundred  feet  in  height,  standing  out  several  yards  from  the 
cliff.  Deep  cracks  or  Assures,  extending  from  top  to  bottom,  have  also 
been  formed  in  the  cliffs,  which  are  filled  from  the  water's  edge  with 
solid  masses  of  snow,  (although  it  was  in  the  month  of  August  we  saw 
them,)  beautifully  colored  in  many  places  by  bird-guano  and  reddish 
substance  in  the  rock.  The  hills  are  composed  principally  of  granite,  and 
present  everywhere  rounded  outlines,  very  different  from  the  sharp  edges 
and  points  seen  on  the  volcanic  islands  to  the  southward.  The  island 
is  inhabited  by  Esquimaux,  who  resemble  closely  those  found  on,  the 
midland  between  Bristol  Bay  and  Holzebun  Sound.  They  live  in  four 
widely-spread  villages,  situated  near  the  extremities  of  the  island.  One 
of  the  men  seen  by  us  could  speak  a  few  words  of  English,  and  all  could 
Hay  "yes"  and  "tx)bacco;"  but  none  of  them  understood  Kussian  or 
Aleut,  though  their  language  seemed  similar  to  that  of  the^Kodiac- 
Aleuts." 

The  total  population  is  between  150  and  200  souls.  The  men  are  tall 
and  straight,  without  hair  upon  their  faces  except  a  slight  moustache 
and  a  few  scattered  hairs  upon  the  chins  of  old  men.  They  have  black 
hair  and  eyes,  and  their  complexion  is  of  a  very  light  copper  color. 

Their  dress  consists  of  a  kind  of  a  shirt,  reaching  half  way  to  the 
knee,  made  in  some  cases  of  tanned  reindeer-skin,  and  in  others  of  bird- 
skins,  (feathers  outside.)  It  fits  closely  around  the  neck,  and  has  a  hood 
that  can  be  drawn  over  the  head,  lined  with  the  fur  of  dogs  and  foxes, 
or  with  bird-skins.  It  is  confined  at  the  waist  by  a  belt,  from  which  hang 
a  sheath-knife  and  a  skin  tobacco-pouch.  Their  breeches  are  made  of 
tanned  hair-seal  skin,  fitting  the  legs  closely,  and  tie4  at  the  ankle  with 
leather  strings.  They  wear  on  their  feet  a  kind  of  a  moccasin  made  of 
seal-skin,  with  a  sole  of  walrus-hide.  The  dress  of  the  women  is  some- 
what different.  Their  upper  garment  is  made  of  the  intestines  of  the 
walrus,  neatly  sewed  together,  and  is  similar  in  shape  to  that  of  the 
men,  but  longer,  and  worn  without  a  belt.  Beneath  this  they  wear  short 
drawers,  reaching  only  to  the  knee,  made  of  tanned  seal-skins.  Instead 
of  moccasins  they  wear  a  sort  of  boot,  the  legs  of  which  are  made  of 
either  the  throat  or  intestines  of  the  walrus,  and  the  sole  of  walrus-hide. 
Most  of  the  men  shave  the  crown  of  their  heads,  leaving  only  a  rim  of 
their  hair,  about  an  inch  wide,  entirely  around  the  head.  The  women 
do  not  cut  their  hair,  but  part  it  in  the  middle,  and  wear  it  in  two  braids 
with  strings  of  beads  intermixed.  Their  foreheads,  cheeks,  chins,  and 
arms  are  tattooed  in  various  devices  with  a  light  blue  pigment  of  some 
kind,  and  the  ears  of  some  have  little  notches  cut  in  them.    I^one  of  the 
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men  are  tattooed,  but  maDy  wear  little  strings  of  beads  in  their  ears. 
Their  countenances  are  bright  and  rather  intelligent,  and  both  men  and 
women  are  lively  and  talkative.    Their  habitations  are  of  two  kinds, 
being  designed  for  summer  and  winter  occupation.    The  summer  houses 
are  portable,  and  are  evidently  shifted  from  place  to  place.    They  are 
about  fifteen  feet  square  and  six  feet  high,  and  consist  of  light  frame- 
work of  wood  covered  entirely,  sides,  ends,  and  roof,  with  dried  walrus- 
skins.    The  roofs  have  a  very  low  pitch,  and  slope  slightly  to  the  rear. 
The  interior  of  one  which  we  entered  was  divided  into  three  nearly 
equal  spaces,  by  logs  of  drift-wood  laid  upon  the  ground  in  two  paral- 
lel lines.    The  two  outer  ones  were  covered  with  skins  and  used  for 
sleeping-places.    There  was  a  fire  built  between  several  large  stones, 
burning  near  the  center  of  the  house,  about  which  were  their  cooking- 
utensils,  consisting  of  two  sheet-iron  kettles  and  several  wooden  bowls. 
The  latter  were  used  for  boiling  water  by  throwing  into  them  heated 
stones.    They  had  also  platters  and  smaller  bowls  neatly  made  of  wood. 
Hanging  about,  in  various  parts  of  the  hut,  were  reindeer  and  hair-seal 
skins,  skins  of  wild  geese  and  ducks,  walrus  and  whale  meat,  bladders  of 
oil,  articles  of  clothing,  and  numbers  of  smoked  fish;  also,  their  weapons^ 
which  are  long  wooden  spears,  with  coarse  iron  points,  bows  and  arrows*, 
knives,  and  a  few  smooth-bore  muskets.    They  seemed  to  have  but  a  small 
supijly  of  ammunition  for  the  latter,  as  they  used  small  stones  for  bullets,. 
though  they  had  a  few  buckshot.    Their  only  tools  are  their  knives  and 
small  adzes  made  both  of  walrus-ivory  and  iron.    Yet  they  make  the 
frames  of  their  boats  and  wooden  vessels  with  great  nicety.    There  were 
fourteen  people  living  in  this  house,  five  men,  six  women,  and  three  chil- 
dren.   They  seemed  hospitably  disposed,  inviting  us  to  enter  their  house, 
and  offering  us  boiled  fish  and  whale's  meat.    Their  winter  house,  which 
was  near  the  other,  was  built  under  ground,  (the  roof  only  appearing 
above  the  surface,)  and  showed  great  attention  to  comfort  in  its  construc- 
tion.   It  was  rather  larger,  and  square  in  form,  with  a  dome-shaped  roof* 
The  sides  were  walled  with  wood,  and  had  a  raised  bunk  extending 
aronnd  three  of  them.  The  floors  were  also  of  wood.  The  roof  was  thickly 
covered  with  earth  and  turf,  except  a  small  round  hole  in  the  center,  left 
open  to  supply  air,  light,  and  a  passage  for  the  smoke,  but  which  could 
be  closed  by  a  wooden  shutter  on  the  inside.    The  entrance  to  the  house 
was  through  a  square  hole  in  the  ground  at  a  distance  oT  several  yards 
from  the  house,  but  connected  with  it  by  a  narrow  underground  pas- 
sage.   This  house  contained  the  greater  part  of  their  possessions,  con- 
sisting of  sleds,  snow-shoes,  boat- frames,  paddles,  fish-spears,  and  larger 
ones  for  killing  the  walrus  and  whale ;  household  utensils,  walrus-tusks, 
strung  together  with  pieces  of  hide,  and  various  toys  evidently  made  for 
the  amusement  of  the  children.    The  sleds  were  made  of  wood,  with 
short,  solid  runners,  shod  with  bone,  and  all  their  parts  were  lashed  to- 
gether with  strips  of  walrus-hide.    The  snow-shoes  consist  of  an  oval 
form  of  wood  about  two  feet  by  eight  inches,  with  strips  of  hide  stretched 
across.    Near  the  winter  house  were  caches  of  oil  and  walrus-meat,  doubt- 
less intended  for  a  supply  of  food  for  the  coming  winter.    Their  boats 
are  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  long,  sharp  at  both  ends,  and  from  three  to 
four  feet  wide  across  the  gunwale.    The  frames  are  made  of  wood  with- 
out nail  or  pin,  but  neatly  and  firmly  fastened  with  lashings  of  whale- 
bone; over  them  walrus-skins,  cut  to  the  proper  shape  and  sewed  to- 
gether with  a  water-tight  seam,  are  stretched  smoothly  and  lashed  to 
the  gunwale  with  strips  of  hide.    They  are  propelled  both  by  paddles 
aud  oars,  and  a  small  sail  is  hoisted  when  running  before  the  wind. 
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The  people  were  anxious  to  trade  for  tobacco,  needles,  gans,  and 
ammunition,  offering  in  exchange  walrus  ivory,  hair-seal  skins,  articles  of 
their  clothing,  oil,  and  whalebone ;  they  all  begged  for  tobacco,  but  did 
not  seem  to  know  or  care  about  spirits.  Their  principal  trade  is  with 
the  natives  of  the  neighboring  Asiatic  coast,  distant  only  sixty  miles 
from  the  western  end  of  Saint  Lawrence,  who  supply  them  with  reindeer, 
marmot,  and  other  skins,  in  return  for  boats,  frames,  and  other  wooden 
articles.  There  is  no  wood  growing  upon  the  island,  but  an  abundance 
of  drift- wood  from  the  river  Yukon  is  deposited  along  its  eastern  and 
southern  shores.  The  only  animals  seen  by  us  upon  the  island,  beside 
the  dogs  belonging  to  the  natives,  were  wirlruses,  blue  foxes,  and  lem- 
mings, though  polar  bears  must  sometimes  come  from  the  Arctic,  on  the 
ice,  as  we  saw  several  of  their  skulls  up  near  a  village.  Hair-seals  are 
found  about  the  island,  but  neither  fur-seals  nor  sea-lions  were  seen,  or 
anything  indicating  that  they  ever  come  there.  Water-fowls  of  many 
different  species  and  in  great  numbers  frequent  it  in  summer,  and  are 
caught  by  the  natives  in  large  nets  made  of  strips  of  walrus  hide. 
These  are  stretched  on  poles  at  points  most  favorable  for  catching  the 
birds,  which,  in  flying  about,  strike  against  the  nets  and  become  en- 
tangled in  their  meshes. 

Trout  are  found  in  the  streams,  and  a  species  of  white-fish  in  the 
ponds. 

At  best  it  is  a  most  barren  and  most  unprofitable  piece  of  land.  It 
is  probably  never  entirely  free  from  snow,  for  though  the  winter  of 
1873-74  was  unusually  mild,  and  the  spring  an  early  one,  yet  there 
was  much  snow  upon  the  hills  in  August;  and  a  northerly  wind  reduced 
the  temperature  to  34^  -f  Fahrenheit.  It  is  surrounded  by  ice  from  Oc- 
tober till  June,  and  in  the  summer  months  the  dense  fogs  which  pre- 
vail most  of  the  time  render  it  difficult  to  approach.  There  is  a  group 
of  three  small  islands  called  <<  Poonook,"  lying  about  six  miles  south- 
east from  the  southeastern. point  of  the  eastern  end  of  Saint  Lawrence, 
which  are  easily  distinguished  by  two  small  cone-shaped  hills  upon  the 
largest.  There  was  a  winter  house  upon  that  island,  not  occupied  at  the 
time,  though  the  effects  of  the  natives  were  in  it,  and  there  were  several 
caches  of  oil  near  by. 

The  Eussian  chart  of  the  island  is  incorrect,  both  in  the  shore-line 
and  position  of  reefs.  I  respectfully  submit  with  this  report  a  chart, 
in  which  such  errors  are  corrected,  as  far  as  was  possible,  and  giving 
some  additional  surroundings  and  hydrographic  information. 

SAINT  MATTHEW'S  ISLAND. 

About  two  hundred  miles  south-southwest  from  Saint  Lawrence  is  the 
island  of  Saint  Matthew,  which  is  much  smaller,  and  uninhabited.  Ber- 
ing discovered  it  in  his  voyage  to  the  American  coast,  1741,  and  thirty- 
seven  years  later  it  was  rediscovered  by  Cook,  who.  gave  it  the  name  of 
Gore's  Island,  but  the  name  it  now  bears,  given  by  Bering,  has  been  re- 
tained. Its  greatest  length,  which  is  from  southeast  to  northwest,  is 
miles,  its  width  from  one-half  to  four  miles,  and  its  area  square  miles. 
Its  northern  shore  is  nearly  straight,  except  at  the  northwestern  end, 
which  curves  to  the  northward,  but  the  southern  is  indented  by  numerous 
small  bays  and  coves.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  its  shore-line  consist  of 
rocky  cliffs,  which  rise  almost  perpendicularly  from  the  sea,  in  heights 
varying  from  fifty  to  sixteen  hundred  feet,  and  the  remainder  of  low 
gravel-beach.  The  surface  of  the  island  is  divided  in  about  the  same 
proportion  into  broken   and  hilly  sections,  connected  by  low,  level 
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plains.  The  southeastern  end  terminates  in  three  converging  ridges, 
which,  on  the  laud  side,  slope  gradually  to  the  plains,  but  to  seaward 
rise  abruptly  from  the  water,  forming  a  continuous  wall  of  solid  rock 
from  three  to  fifteen  hundred  feet  high,  to  which  Cook  gave  the  name 
of  Cape  Upright  At  a  distance  it  appears  to  be  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  island,  but  is  joined  to  it  by  a  neck  of  low  land  from  one-half  to 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  width  and  about  three  miles  long.  On  the 
south  shore,  about  nine  miles  northwest  from  Gape  Upright,  there  is  a 
steep  conical  hill,  1,520  feet  in  height,  and  on  the  north  shore,  near 
the  northwestern  end,  is  a  bluff  1,670  feet  high.  These  three  elevations 
are  visible  from  nearly  every  part  of  the  island,  and  are  excellent  land- 
marks. The  action  of  moving  ice  in  changing  the  surface  of  the  land 
is  beautifully  shown  in  many  parts  of  the  island.  Its  vegetation  com- 
prises several  species  of  grass,  flowering  plants  and  moss,  wild  wheat, 
and  the  creeping-willow.  The  rocks  in  many  places  are  covered  with  a 
black  luster  of  a  leathery  texture,  and  insipid.  There  are  several  large 
lagoons  and  a  great  number  of  small  ponds  of  fresh  water.  Springs  of 
clear,  cold  water  burst  out  among  the  hills,  and  small  streams,  which 
either  flow  into  the  ponds  or  fall  over  the  cliffs  into  the  sea.  These 
streams  are  filled  with  brook-trout  from  six  to  eighteen  inches  long, 
beautifully  colored  and  spotted,  but  no  fish  were  caught  in  the  pond. 

The  only  animals  found  were  the  white  or  polar  bear,  the  walrus, 
the  hair-seal,  blue  fox,  and  lemming.  These  bears  were  probably  brought 
there  on  ice,  but  whether  they  go  and  come  during  the  winter  or  remain 
npou  the  island  at  all  times  we  had  no  means  of  determining.  Whalers 
and  others  who  have  been  upon  or  passed  near  it  at  different  times 
say  that  they  have  always  seen  bears.  They  were  quiet  numerous, 
sixteen  having  been  counted  at  one  time  from  the  deck  of  our  vessel, 
and  tracks  made  by  them  lead  to  shallow  holes  or  beds,  upon  the  tops 
of  the  highest  hills,  where  it  is  probable  they  breed,  as  there  are  neither 
caves  or  holes  of  any  kind  upon  the  island.  The  females  were  accom- 
panied by  their  cubs,  from  one  to  three  in  number,  which  were  (in 
August)  about  one-third  grown.  They  feed  upon  grass  and  roots,  ^ 
grazing  along  the  banks  of  the  stream  like  cattle ;  also  upon  the  flesh  of 
the  walrus  and  hair-seal,  and  birds  and  their  eggs.  They  were  not 
at  all  fierce,  and  showed  no  disposition  to  attack,  even  though  wounded, 
but  in  every  instance  ran  at  the  approach  of  man.  We  shot  a  num- 
ber of  them,  and  found  their  flesh  very  good  eating.  The  largest  one, 
a  full-grown  male,  measured  eight  feet  from  the  end  of  the  nose  to  the 
tail,  and  twenty-four  inches  around  to  fore-leg,  after  being  skinned.  We 
had  no  means  of  weighing  him,  but  his  weight  could  not  have  been 
much  less  than  fifteen  hundred  pounds.  They  are  good  swimmers, 
swimming  usually  with  their  heads  above  water,  though  they  can  dive  and 
swim  for  some  distance  entirely  submerged.  iN'either  fur-seal  nor  sea- 
lion  breed  upon  the  island  or  haul  up  along  its  shores,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  indicate  they  have  ever  done  so,  but  this  is  explained  by  the 
character  of  the  beaches  and  the  presence  of  so  many  bears.  The  cliffs 
are  occupied  in  summer  by  millions  of  birds,  shags,  gulls,  sea-pannottSj 
murries,  chulskies,  and  in  and  about  the  pond  were  eider-ducks,  Canada 
geese,  plovers  of  several  kinds,  curlew,  large  blue  cranes,  and  burgo- 
master gulls.  There  is  a  small  island  two  and  one-half  miles  north - 
northwest  from  the  northwestern  end  of  Saint  Matthew,  called  "  Hall 
Island,"  which  is  about  six  miles  long  and  three  wide.  It  is  high  and 
rocky,  except  at  the  southern  end,  where  it  terminates  in  a  comparatively 
low  point,  and  is  a  favorite  resort  of  bears  and  walruses.  About  seven 
miles  west-southwest  from  Cape  Upright,  at  the  opposite  extremity  of 
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Saiut  Matthew's,  and  three  and  one-half  of  the  nearest  point  of  its  sontli  - 
ern  shore  there  is  a  lofty-rock,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  one- 
tenth  wide,  which  rises  peri)endicularly  from  the  sea  to  the  height  of 
1,200  feet.  Its  upper  edge  is  broken  into  numerous  sharp  points  resem- 
bling pinnacles,  from  which  circumstance  it  has  been  called  ^'  Pinnacle 
Island."  It  is  dobbtless  a  volcano,  as  a  deep  and  wide  fissure  extencls 
from  top  to  bottom',  in  the  direction  of  its  length,  the  sides  of  whicli 
are  blackened  as  by  fire;  and  it  is  noted  in  the  log  of  the  United  States 
revenue-cutter  "Eeliance"  that,  in  July,  1870,  while  passing  near  Saint 
Matthew  to  the  southward  this  rock  was  seen  to  be  in  a  state  of  violent 
eruption. 

The  climate  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Prybilov  islands,  though  probably 
somewhat  colder  in  winter. 

I  respectfully  submit  a  chart  of  the.  island,  drawn  from  a  survey 
made  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott  and  myself^  which  gives  its  form,  extent, 
and  general  topography. 
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This  indentare  in  duplicate,  made  this  3d  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1870,  bj  aod  between 
William  A.  Richardson,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  1,  1870,  entitled  *'An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  ani- 
mals in  Alaska,*'  and  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  a  corporation  duly  established 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California,  acting  by  John  F.  Miller,  its  president  and  agent, 
in  accordance  with  a  resolution  at  a  meeting  of  its  board  of  trustees,  held  January  31st, 
1870,  witnesseth :  • 

That  said  Secretary  hereby  leases  to  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  without  power 
of  traosfer,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1870,  the  right  to 
engage  in  the  business  of  taking  fur-seals  on  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul 
within  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  to  send  a  vessel  or  vessels  to  said  island  for  the  skins  of 
SQcb  seals. 

And  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  in  consideration  of  their  right  under  this 
lease,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  pay,  for  each  year  during  said  term  and  in  proportion 
daiing  any  part  thereof,  the  sum  of  $55,000  into  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  to  be  made  for  this  purpose  under  said  act, 
which  payment  shall  be  secured  by  deposit  of  United  States  bonds  to  that  amount,  and  also 
covenant  and  agree  to  pay  annually  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  under  said  rules 
and  regulations,  internal-revenue  tax  or  duty  of  $2  each  for  seal-skin  taken  and  shipped 
bj  them  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  also  the  sum  ot  60^ 
cents  for  each  fur-seal  skin  taken  and  shipped,  and  55  cents  per  gallon  for  each  gallon  of  oil 
obtained  from  said  seals,  for  sale  in  said  island  or  elsewhere,  and  sold  by  said  company ;  and 
also  covenant  and  agree,  in  accordance  with  said  rules  and  regulations,  to  furnish,  free  of 
charge,  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  annually  during  said 
term  25,000  dried  salmon,  60  cords  fire-wood,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt  and  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  barrels  for  preserving  the  necessary  supply  of  meat. 

And  the  said  lessees  also  hereby  covenant  and  agree  during  the  term  aforesaid  to  maintain  a 
lehool  on  each  island,  in  accordance  with  said  rules  and  regulations  and  suitable  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  natives  of  said  islands,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  eight  months  in  each  year. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  not  to  kill  upon  said  island  of  Saint  Paul 
more  than  seventy-five  thousand  fur-seals,  and  upon  the  island  Saint  George  not  more  than 
twenty-five  thousand  fur-seals  per  annum  ;  not  to  kill  any  fur-seal  upon  the  islands  aforesaid 
m  any  other  month  except  the  months  of  June,  July,  September,  and  October  of  each  year ; 
not  to  kill  said  seals  at  any  time  b^  the  use  of  fire-arms  or  means  tending  to  drive  said  seals 
inHD  said  islands ;  not  to  kill  any  female  seals  or  seals  under  one  year  old ;  not  to  kill  any 
seal  in  waters  adjacent  to  said  islands,  or  on  the  beach,  cliffs,  or  rocks,  where  they  haul  up 
from  the  sea  to  remain. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  to  abide  by  any  restriction  or  limitation 
upon  the  right  to  kill  seals  under  this  lease  that  the  act  prescribes,  or  that  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  such  seals. 

And  the  said  lessees  hereby  agree  that  they  will  not  in  any  way  sell,  transfer,  or  assign 
this  lease,  and  that  any  transfer,  sale,  or  assignment  of  the  same  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  agree  to  furnish  to  the  several  masters  of  the  vesseU  employed 
bj  them  certified  copies  of  this  lease,  to  bo  presented  to  the  Government  revenue -officers  for 
the  time  being  in  charge  of  said  islands,  as  the  authority  of  said  lessees  for  the  landing  and 
taking  of  said  skins.    . 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  they  or  their  agents  shall  not  keep, 
sell,  furnish,  give,  or  dispose  of  any  distilled  spirituous  liquors  on  either  of  said  islands  to  any 
of  the  natives  thereof,  such  person  not  being  a  physician  and  furnishing  the  same  for  use  as 
m^idne. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  this  lease  is  accepted,  subject  to  all 
needfiil  rules  and  regulations  which  shall  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Sec- 
letaryof  the  Treasury  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  the  rental  herein  agreed  to  be  paid 
bjsaid  lessees  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  education,  and  protection  of  the  natives  of  said 
islands,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  all  the  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  will  abide  by 
and  conform  to  said  rules  and  regulations. 

And  the  said  lessees,  accepting  this  lease  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  provisions  of  the 
&i)[>resaid  act  of  Congress,  further  covenant  and  aereethat  they  will  fullfil  all  the  provisions, 
reqairements,  and  limitations  of  said  act,  whetherlierein  specifically  set  out  or  not. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  aforesaid  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day 
*Dd  year  above  written. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICHARDSON,     [seal.] 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Executed  in  presence  of — 
J.  H.  Saville. 

ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  COMPANY, 


By  JOHN  F.  MILLER,  i'r^ife ^y ^^(^(igle 
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In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  **An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fnr-bearing' 
animals  in  Alaska/*  approved  July  1,  1870,  and  considerinf^  the  fact  that  one-half  of  the 
present  season  for  killing  far-seals  has  already  expired  before  the  making  of  a  lease  as  there- 
in authorized  and  required,  and  that  the  killing,  during  the  remainder  of  the  season,  of  the 
full  number  of  fur-seals  limited  by  said  act,  would  tend  to  the  extermination  of  the  fur-bear- 
ing animals,  and  that  further  restrictions  and  limitations  for  this  year  have  become  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  such  seals,  the  right  of  killing  fur-seals  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and 
Saint  George  in  said  Alaska,  during  the  present  year,  A.  D.  1870,  is  further  restricted  and 
limited  as  follows  : 

First.  The  number  of  fur-seals  which  may  be  killed  for  their  skins  during  the  year  1870, 
UDon  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  is  hereby  limited  and  restricted  to  thirty-seven  thousand  five 
hundred.  (37,500.) 

Second.  The  number  of  fur-seals  which  may  be  killed  for  their  skins,  during  the  year  of 
1870,  upon  the  island  of  Saint  George  is  hereby  limited  and  restricted  to  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred,  (12,500.) 

And  the  rent  of  fifly-five  thousand  dollars  (55,000)  reserved  to  the  Government  in  the  lease 
under  said  acl  to  the  "  Alaska  Commercial  Company,"  bearing  date  August  3d,  1H70,  is 
proportionately  reduced  for  the  first  year  of  said  lease,  to  wit,  twenty-seven  thousand  iRve 
nundred  dollars,  ($27,500,)  without  otherwise  affecting  any  agreement  of  covenant  therein 
made  on  the  part  of  said  company,  August  9th,  1870. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Whereas  by  a  certain  indenture  made  August  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  be- 
tween William  A.  Richardson,  then  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  **Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,**  a  corporation  duly  established  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California, 
it  was  convenanted  and  agreed  as  follows,  to  wit: 

*'And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  not  to  kill  upon  said  island  of  Saint  Paul 
more  than  seventy-five  thousand  fur-seals,  and  upon  the  island  of  Saint  George  not  more  than 
twenty-five  thousand  fur-seals  per  annum ;  not  to  kill  any  fur-seals  upon  the  islands  afore- 
said in  any  other  month  except  the  months  of  June,  July,  September,  and  .October  of  each 
year ;  not  to  kill  such  seals  at  any  time  by  the  use  of  fire-arms  or  other  means  tending  to 
drive  the  seals  from  said  islands ;  not  to  kill  any  female  seal  or  any  seals  less  than  one  year 
old  ;  not  to  kill  anv  seals  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said  islands,  or  on  the  beaches,  cliffs  or 
rocks,  where  they  haul  up  from  the  sea  to  remain.*' 

Now  this  indenture,  made  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  by  and  between  William  A.  Richardson,  Sccretarv  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  of  Congress,  approved  March  24, 1874,  and  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  prevent 
the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,'*  approved  July  first,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy,  and  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  lessees  in  said  indenture  of  August 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  acting  by  John  F.  Miller,  its  president  and  agent,  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  of  said  corporation  duly  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
trustees  held  January  3l8t,  A.  D.  1870 : 

Witnesseth,  that  the  parties  hereto  do  hereby  mutually  agree  to  rescind  and  annul,  from 
and  after  the  ratification  hereof,  the  within-recited  covenant  in  said  indenture  of  August 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  in  place  thereof  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany, lessees,  as  aforesaid,  do  hereby  covenant  and  agree  not  to  kill  upon  the  island  of  Saint 
Paul  more  than  ninety  thousand  fur-seals,  and  upon  the  island  of  Saint  George  not  more 
than  ten  thousand  fur-seals  per  annum  ;  not  to  kill  any  fur-seals  upon  the  island  aforesaid 
in  any  other  months  except  the  months  of  June,  July,  August,  (f^om  the  first  to  the  fif- 
teenth of  said  month,)  September,  and  October  of  each  year;  not  to  kill  such  seals  at  any 
time  by  the  use  of  fire-arms  or  other  means  tending  to  drive  the  seals  from  said  islands  ;  not 
to  kill  an^  female  seals  or  any  seals  less  than  one  year  old ;  not  to  kill  any  seals  in  the 
waters  adjacent  to  said  islands,  or  on  the  beaches,  cliffs,  or  rocks  where  ihey  haul  up  from 
the  sea  to  remain. 

And  the  said  parties  hereto,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  herein  referred  to,  hereby 
agree  that  the  covenant  set  forth  in  said  indenture  of  August  3d,  1870,  and  herein  recited, 
shall,  from  and  af>er  the  ratification  of  this  indenture,  be  revoked,  rescinded,  and  the  covenant 
herebv  entered  into  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  as  the  covenant  of  the  parties  hereto  in  this 
regard  from  and  after  the  ratification  hereof  during  the  remainder  of  said  lease  of  August 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICHARDSON, 
[l.  s.  treasury.]  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

LEWIS  GERSTLE, 
Ll.  S  ALASKA  COMMF.nciAl.  C'OMPANV.]  Vtce- President,  Acting  Ptesidnit 

Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
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We,  the  obli^ra  in  a  certain  bond,  dated  August  3d,  1870,  fi^iyen  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
rigions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  Jnlj  Ist,  1870,  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent  the  extermi- 
nition  of  far-bearinfp seals  in  Alaska,"  hereby  consent  to  the  within  change  made  in  a  lease  given 
bj  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Treasury  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  under  said  act,  dated  Au- 
gust 3d,  1870,  and  agree  that  the  said  change  shall  not  discharge  us  from  any  liability  under 
said  bond. 
Witness  or  hands  and  sejils  this  twenty-fifth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

JOHN  SANOTT, 
LEWIS  GERSTLE. 
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LETTER 

FROM 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


TRANSMITTIXO 


A  copy  of  the  report  and  map  of  hoard  of  engineers  on  plan  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  channel  between  Staten  Inland  and  New  Jersey. 


JixuARY  5,   1876.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce   and  ordered  to    be 

printed. 


War  Depart]vient, 

December  31, 1875.  . 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives,  in  compliance  with  section  3  of  river  and  harbor  act 
of  March  3, 1875,  a  copy  of  the  report  and  map  of  a  board  of  engineers 
on  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  between  Staten  Island  and 
New  Jersey. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP 

Secretary  of  War 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Enoineers, 
Washington^  D.  C,  December  18, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  board  of  engineer 
officers  convened  by  Special  Orders  No.  74,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  OflQce, 
April  26, 1875,  to  comply  with  section  3  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
March  3, 1875,  which  provides  "  that  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  convene 
aboard  of  engineers  to  examine  and  report  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  between  Staten  Island 
and  New  Jersey.'' 

An  examination  and  survey  of  this  channel,  with  the  view  to  its  im- 
provement, was  provided  for  in  the  act  of  June  10, 1872.  This  duty  was 
assigned  to  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  submit- 
ted a  report  thereon,  suggesting  two  modes  of  improvement,  the  one 
permanent  by  means  of  dikes  and  dredging ;  the  other  by  dredging 
alone,  but  requiring  continued  repetition  of  the  same  process.  The  for- 
mer was  adopted,  and  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  was  applied 
to  the  building  of  about  2,240  feet  of  dike,  as  a  commencement  of  the 
permanent  plan. 
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The  board  believe  in  the  efScacy  of  this  dike  system  of  improvement, 
as  projected  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newton,  to  produce  and  maintain  a 
deep-wat^r  channel,  and  that  it  will  secure  a  channel  of  sufficient  depth 
to  meet  the  present  and  prospective  wants  of  commerce;  but  they  do 
not  recommend  the  continuance  of  the  work,  on  the  ground  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  prospective  requirements  of  commerce  on  this 
route  three  years  ago,  its  present  needs  (owing  to  a  change  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  principal  shipping  port  for  coal  in  vessels  of  large  draught) 
do  not  call  for  a  14-foot  channel  to  be  attained  by  the  construction  of 
dikes  at  large  cost,  but  that  the  existing  channel  can  be  sufficiently  im- 
proved by  dredging  to  a  depth  of  from  10  to  11  feet  at  mean  low  water 
to  accommodate  the  present  commercial  interests ;  and  they  submit  a 
plan  in  accordance  with  which  they  recommend  that  this  deepening  and 
widening  should  be  effected,  with  an  estimate  of  cost  thereof,  for  a  depth 
of  11  feet  and  width  of  500  feet,  of  $40,480. 

This  improvement  will,  however,  require  small  expenditures,  from 
time  to  time,  for  its  maintenance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and 'Chief  of  Engineers, 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


channel  between  STATEN  ISLAND  AND  NEW  JERSEY. 

Aemt  Building, 
Xew  TorJcj  November  30, 1876. 
General  :  The  board  of  engineers  constituted  by  the  following  or- 
der : 

[Special  Orders  No.  74.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  26,  1675. 
[Extract] 

4.  In  accordance  with  section  3  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  pub- 
lished in  General  Orders  No.  34,  March  23, 1875,  from  this  office,  a  board  of  engineers, 
to  consist  of  Col.  Z.  B.  Tower,  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Wright,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton, 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Kurtz,  will  convene  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  12th  day  of  May, 
1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  examine  and  report  a  plan  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey. 

Capt.  William  H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engineers,  will  report  to  the  board  for  duty  as 

recorder. 
•         •         •  •         ♦         • 

« 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  l-OWNSEND, 

Adjutan  t-  General, 

met  at  the  army  building,  New  York,  May  12,  1875,  all  the  mem- 
bers and  the  recorder  present. 

From  General  Newton,  verbally,  and  from  his  general  and  special 
reports,  and  plans  presented  in  illustration  thereof,  aided  by  Coast- 
Survey  charts  and  by  a  visit  to  and  personal  examination  of  the  line  of 
channel-improvement  proposed,  the  board  were  enabled  to  inform 
themselves  as  to  the  nature  of  the  problem  submitted  for  their  conside- 
ration and  report. 

Other  questions  growing  out  of  this  contemplated  improvement,  in- 
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Tolving  riparian  rights,  local  privileges  and  usages,  and  the  wishes  and 
interests  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  Company,  were  fully  set 
forth  by  General  Newton.  The  parties  whose  interests  were  thus  in- 
Tolved  expressed  a  desire  to  present  their  views  relative  to  the  channel 
improvement  under  consideration. 

Their  request  was  willingly  and  promptly  acceded  to;  maps  of  the 
locality  were  offered  them,  and  they  were  asked  to  present  their  views  to 
tbe  board  in  writing.  A  reply  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Mersereau 
only. 

Having  investigated  the  main  subject  at  issue,  and  the  various  ques- 
tions connected  therewith,  we  now  submit  the  following  report  thereon, 
with  a  method  of  channel  improvement  which,  in  our  opinion,  will  meet 
the  present  needs  of  commerce,  though  it  will  not  be  of  a  permanent 
character,  but  will  rather  lead  to  small  expenditures  from  time  to  time 
for  its  maintenance. 

REPORT. 

A  description  of  the  channel  under  examination,  with  a  brief  notice  of 
the  plan  proposed  for  its  improvement  by  General  Newton,  and  of  the 
opposition  raised  thereto,  seems  necessary  for  a  ready  comprehension  of 
the  whole  subject  involved  in  this  report. 

The  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey  consists  of  Kill 
Ton  Kail,  separating  the  north  part  of  said  island  from  Bergen  Point ;  of 
the  southern  waters  of  Newark  Bay,  t.  c,  the  present  narrow  passage- 
way for  vessels  passing  between  Shooter's  Island  and  the  New  York 
shore,  and  thence  by  a  curved  line  around  the  comer  stake-light  to 
Elizabethport ;  and  of  Arthur  Kill,  extending  from  Newark  Bay  to  Perth 
Amboy,  where  its  waters  open  into  Raritan  Bay. 

The  waters  of  Kill  von  Kull  are  deep  and  wide,  and  present  no  obstruc- 
tions to  navigation  other  than  those  due  to  the  tidal  currents  which  flow 
contrariwise  to  those  of  New  York  Bay  between  the  city  of  New  York 
and  Staten  Island,  and  hence,  in  their  passage  to  the  city,  vessels  must 
meet  head-currents  in  one  or  the  other  portion  of  the  route. 

The  channel  of  Arthur  Kill,  in  portions,  is  narrow  and  winding,  its 
soundings  showing  a  minimum  depth,  at  a  few  points  only,  of  from  13 
to  14  feet  at  mean  low  water.  These  depths  could  be  increased  without 
iDTolving  large  expenditures ;  but  as  at  high  water  a  draught  of  about 
17  feet  can  pass  these  shoalest  places,  the  present  commerce  of  this 
kill  would  not,  in  our  opinion,  justify  expenditures  to  give  its  channel  a 
greater  depth.  The  passage-way  for  vessels  crossing  the  southern  waters 
of  Newark  Bay,  from  Elizabethport  to  Kill  von  Kull,  has  a  minimum 
depth  at  mean  low  water  of  about  9J  feet.  The  western  portion  of  this 
channel,  where  shoal,  is  narrow  and  curved,  and  does  not  retain  even  this 
minimum  depth  throughout  its  width.  Though,  with  favorable  tides'and 
currents  and  winds,  sailing-vessels  of  13  feet  draught  may  safely  pass 
through  this  channel,  the  general  commerce  of  these'  waters  must  be  con- 
fined to  shipping  of  less  draught.  The  Coast  Survey  chart,  prepared 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  shows  a  minimum  depth  in  Arthur  Kill 
channel  of  10  feet  at  one  point,  and  of  11  and  12  at  others.  The  in- 
creased use  of  this  channel  since  that  date  seems  to  have  improved  it, 
and  there  is  no  reason  for  apprehending  any  unfavorable  change  to  its 
re^men  if  left  undisturbed. 

Its  influx  and  reflux  tidal  waters,  aided  by  the  stirring-up  effects  of 
pafsing  steamers  and  other  vessels,  seem  to  have  removed  silt  depos- 
ited on  these  shoal  places  of  the  channel.  This  same  chart  shows  by 
the  bottom  curves  that  the  flood-tide,  by  virtue  of  its  <>o^p^^effl^''ifc95lc 
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living  force,  extends  its  erosive  effect  for  a  distance  of  about  1,200  yards 
into  Newark  Bay  before  losing  that  concentrated  force  by  dispersion. 

As  the  ontflowinfir  waters  of  the  reflux  tide  are  .not  concentrated  antil 
they  enter  Arthur  Kill,  their  erosive  effect  in  l^^ewark  Bay  is  of  little  or  no 
effect  upon  this  bay  channel.  The  influx  waters  of  Kill  von  Kull,  with 
a  cross-section  many  times  larger  than  those  of  Arthur  Kill,  and  a  more 
rapid  flow,  mainly  pass  around  Bergen  Point  and  go  northward.  A 
portion,  however,  by  virtue  of  its  onward  force,  and  by  reason  of  the 
widening  of  the  water-way,  drives  forward  between  Staten  and  Shooter's 
Islands,  eroding  there  a  deep  channel,  and  thence  passes  with  a  curve 
to  be  lost  in  the  bay  expanse  northward.  The  bottom-curves  on  the 
chart  show  that  the  erosive  effect  of  this  influx  reaches  toward  that  of 
Arthur  Kill,  but  that  the  velocity  of  both  currents  is  so  far  diminished 
by  dispersion  as  to  leave  between  the  10-foot  curves  of  the  two  chaiyiels 
a  wide  bar,  shoaling  up  in  former  times  to  a  depth  of  5  feet  at  mean  low 
water. 

The  reflux  tide  by  the  way  of  Kill  von  Kull  is,  in  the  main,  the  reverse 
of  the  inflowing,  and  its  erosive  effects  are  favorable  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  existing  channels.  The  principal  channel  of  Newark  Bay  ap- 
proaches the  eastern  shore  in  its  southern  portion,  and  in  its  upper 
meets  the  united  waters  of  the  Passaic  and  Hackensack  Rivers,  and 
connects  them  with  Kill  von  Kull,  through  which  they  mainly  flow  into 
New  York  Bay. 

From  this  review  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  formerly  no  continuous 
channel  across  the  south  waters  of  Jfewark  Bay  to  Kill  von  Kull,  but 
that  a  shoal  of  from  5  to  6  feet  of  water  thereon  at  low  tide,  of  many 
yards  in  extent,  from  east  to  west,  lay  across  the  passage- way  from  Eliza- 
bethport  channel  to  that  of  Shooter's  Island.  The  development  of  com- 
merce on  these  waters  by  the  construction  of  the  Delaware  and  Baritan 
Canal,  in  connection  with  the  rapid  growth  of  our  country  in  the  last 
thirty  or  forty  years,  and  with  the  advance  of  Elizabethport  as  a 
shipping  terminus  of  the  Central  New  Jersey  Railroad,  has  called  into 
use  large  transport-fleets  of  sailing-vessels,  tow-barges,  propellers,  and 
other  steamers,  on  this  passage-way  between  Staten  Island  and  New 
Jersey,  which,  by  frequent  and  almost  continuous  transit  to  and  fro, 
have  stiiTed  the  soft,  muddy  bottom  of  the  shoal  in  question,  and 
removed  the  floating  silt  so  as  to  increase  the  depth  thereon  almost 
4  feet — in  fact,  have  created  a  useful  channel,  navigable  at  all  stages 
of  the  tide  by  small  sailing-vessels  and  propellers,  and  by  canal- 
barges  towed  by  steamers,  which  formerly  could  pass  over  this  route 
only  toward  the  period  of  high  water.  It  is  stated  by  Mr.  John  Bon- 
nell,  harbor  master  of  Elizabethport,  that  about  5,000,000  tons  of  freight 
pass  through  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  yearly,  and  that  other 
ports  in  New  Jersey  have  a  commerce  of  about  3,000,000  tons.  While 
almost  all  of  the  first  amount  passes  through  the  channel  between  Staten 
Island  and  New  Jersey  in  vessels  and  barges,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  3,000,000  tons  also  takes  the  same  route,  as  Eliza- 
bethport still  continues  to  be,  to  a  large  extent,  the  coal^shippiug  port 
for  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  readily  seen  that  barges 
under  tow  and  small  vessels  that  can  pass  the  Raritan  Canal  will  find 
no  serious  difficulty  from  the  shoalness  of  the  water  in  the  channel 
across  Newark  Bay,  the  minimum  depth  of  which  is  al>out  9J  feet. 
Nevertheless,  the  narrowness  of  the  channel  maintaining  that  depth  at 
low  water  will  inconvenience  them  somewhat,  as  well  as  sailing-vessels, 
when  the  currents  and  winds  are  unfavorable,  and  esi)ecially  wheu 
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meeting  large  tows,  ahd  when  transports  are  numeroas  in  the  carved 
and  narrow  portions  of  the  channel  near  the  corner  stake  light. 

It  was  probably  the  presentation  of  these  inconveniences  and  impedi- 
ments to  navigation  in  the  channel  across  2^ewark  Bay  that  induced 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  act  approved  June  23, 1874,  to 
appropriate  $50,000  for  ^'  improving  the  channel  between  Staten  Island 
aod  2^ew  Jersey."  To  General  Xewton,  lieutenant-colonel  of  engineers, 
was  assigned  the  duty  of  presenting  a  project  for  this  expenditure. 

This  project,  in  accordance  with  his  plan  of  improvement  submitted 
in  1873,  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  July  13, 1874.  This 
plan,  as  well  as  the  general  reasons  in  support  thereof,  is  set  forth  in 
his  report  of  February  21, 1873,  and  in  his  communication  of  May  12, 
1S75. 

This  board  concur  with  General  Newton  as  to  the  efficacy  of  his  plan 
to  produce  and  maintain  a  deep-water  channel,  believing  that  his  reason- 
ing thereupon,  while  correct  in  principle,  would  be  found  sound  if  prac- 
tically tested.  This  plan  consists  simply  in  continuing  Arthur  Kill 
between  two  dikes  to  the  deep  channel  on  the  east  shore  of  Newark 
Bay.  These  dikes  will  not  follow  the  present  crooked  channel;  but  will 
pass  to  the  north  of  Shooter's  Island,  the  south  dike  probably  turning 
up  the  bay  toward  the  main  channel,  its  direction  and  length,  however, 
being  determined  in  the  progress  of  construction.  It  is  apparent  that, 
to  leave  a  suitable  opening  for  intercepting  a  sufficient  portion  of  the 
outflowing  waters  from  the  bay  above,  that  they  may  be  turned  seaward 
through  Arthur  Kill,  the  north  dike  should  not  be  prolonged  as  far  east 
as  the  south.  To  illustrate  this  plan  more  fully,  let  us  suppose  that  the 
flats  of  Newark  Bay  above  the  proposed  north  dike  were  land,  and  that 
Staten  I&land  extended  to  the  proposed  south  dike,  leaving  the  main 
channel  of  the  united  rivers  in  their  course  to  Kill  von  KuU  undisturbed* 
The  ibrm  would  be  that  of  a  delta,  dividing  the  united  river-waters  so 
that  in  reflux  and  influx  about  the  same  relative  portions  would  flow 
through  the  two  kills  as  at  present.  It  seems  impossible  to  escape 
the  conclusion  that  under  such  conditions  the  re^men  of  the  two 
branches  would  be  unchanged,  or  that  they  would  vary  essentially  from 
the  result  to  be  obtained  by  General  Newton's  project  further  than  this, 
that  while  Newark  Bay  exists,  a  larger  body  of  water  with  the  rising 
tide  flows  in  by  the  two  kills  to  fill  it  and  thence  outward  to  empty  it, 
thas  giving  rise  in  both  kills  to  greater  rapidity  of  current  and  erosive 
effects,  a  circumstance  favorable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  present 
depth  of  these  kills. 

The  southern  dike  was  commenced  at  its  western  end  November  4^ 
1874,  and  was  constructed  for  a  length  of  2,237  feet  eastward  by  May 
20, 1875,  at  which  date  work  thereon  was  discontinued.  Opposition  to 
General  Newton's  project  was  manifested,  about  the  time  the  dike  was 
commenced,  on  the  part  of  oystermen,  on  the  ground  that  it  interfered 
with  their  business.  General  Newton,  however,  offered  to  leave  (^en- 
logs  in  the  south  dike  from  space  to  space  to  permit  the  passage  of  oyster- 
boats.  One  opening  has  already  been  left  for  that  purpose.  The  most 
important  opposition  to  it,  however,  was  manifested  by  the  company  en- 
gaged in  the  transportation  of  freight,  in  amount  about  5,000,000  tons, 
through  the  Delaware  and  Baritan  Canal. 

These  interests  procured  the  passage  of  resolutions  by  the  New  York 
legislature,  January  22,  1875,  protesting  <^ against  the  projected  mode 
of  improvement  of  the  Kill  von  Kull,"  &c.,  and  requesting  <^  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  from  New  York  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  obtain  a  modification  of  the  plan  of  said  improvement.'  ^J^h]r> 
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lowing,  and  presumably  iu  consequence  of,  these  resolutions,  Congress, 
by  section  3  of  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  made  provision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  board  "to  examine  and  report  a  plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey." 

Designated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  perform  this  duty,  and  having 
fully  reviewed  the  subject  as  above  set  forth,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
General  Newton's  plan  of  improvement  will  secure  a  channel  of  sufficient 
depth  across  Newark  Bay  to  meet  the  present  and  pi*ospective  needs  of 
commerce  on  these  waters.  We  do  not,  however,  recommend  that  this 
plan  be  carried  out,  for  the  following  reasons : 

It  is  based  upon  a  supposed  necessity  for  creating  and  maintaining 
a  channel  from  Elizabethport  to  Kill  von  Kull,  having  a  depth  at  low 
water  of  from  14  to  16  feet.  We  do  not  think  this  necessity  now  exists, 
for  far  the  greater  part  of  the  freight  seeking  this  channel  must  be  car- 
ried in  small  vessels  or  barges  that  navigate  the  Delaware  and  Baritau 
Canal.  Of  the  remaining  portion,  it  is  presumed  that  Elizabethport, 
as  formerly,  the  shipping  and  receiving  port  of  the  Central  Railroad 
of  New  Jersey,  furnishes  the  greater  part.  This  road  has  within  a  few 
years  fortned  a  new  coal-depot  at  Johustonville,  on  the  deep  waters  of 
the  Kill  von  Kull.  Coal-vessels  bound  eastward  of  too  great  a  draught 
to  pass  Newark  Bay  can  load  at  this  new  depot,  while  those  bound  to 
southern  ports  may  pass  from  Elizabethport  seaward  through  Arthar 
Kill,  neither  using  this  channel  across  Newark  Bay.  Ordinary  freight 
for  the  short  course  from  New  York,  or  from  points  on  the  Hudson  or 
East  Rivers,  will  not  require,  and  will  not  probably  seek,  a  large  class 
of  vessels  for  its  transportation. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  projected  route,  by  reason  of  the  abrupt  tran- 
sition of  direction  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  dikes,  will  inconvenience  the 
towage  companies.  While  the  advantages  of  a  wider,  deeper,  and  shorter 
channel,  only  about  a  mile  long  between  dikes,  more  than  compensate 
for  the  inconveniences  of  this  change  of  direction  to  the  larger  class  of 
vessels,  it  is  quite  probable  that  large  tows  would,  by  preference,  take 
the  present  channel  if  suitably  improved.  Any  proposition  to  dike  in 
the  present  channel  would  doubtless  prove  a  failure,  as  the  meeting  ot 
the  Arthur  Kill  and  Kill  von  Kull  currents  would  form  a  shoal  some- 
where between  the  dikes  or  at  their  entrance,  and  thus  defeat  the  par- 
pose  of  their  construction.  This  board  .place  their  decision  not  to  rec- 
ommend the  dike  system  of  improvement  already  commenced,  solely  on 
this  ground:  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  prospective  require- 
ments of  commerce  on  this  route  three  years  ago,  its  present  needs  do 
not,  in  their  opinion,  call  for  a  14-foot  channel  at  mean  low  water,  to  be 
attained  by  the  construction  of  dikes  at  large  cost.  On  the  contrary, 
they  believe  that  the  existing  channel  can  be  sufficiently  improved  to 
accommodate  present  commercial  interests  by  dredging  to  a  depth  of  10 
to  11  feet  at  mean  low  water,  by  diminishing  its  curvature  at  the  corner 
stake-light,  and  by  giving  it  such  width  as  to  permit  the  passage  of  large 
tows  and  the  largest  class  of  sailing-vessels  in  use  on  these  waters  with- 
out risk  of  colliding  or  grounding.  We  therefore  recommend  that  this 
deepening  and  widening  of  the  channel  be  effected  in  accordance  with 
the  plan  which  we  now  submit. 

As  the  channel  in  its  western  and  difficult  portion  was  produced  by 
the  transit  of  large  tows  drawn  by  steamers,  and  by  the  larger  class  of 
propellers,  it  is  presunled  that  when  deepened  the  same  causes  will  help 
maintain  that  depth  and  diminish  the  expenditures  that  will  be  required 
from  time  to  time. 

Should  the  future  needs  of  commerce  demand  a  deeper  channel  thau 
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11  feet,  ffhich  vre  propose  to  attain  by  dredging,  it  is  our  opinion  that 
recourse  mnst  be  bad  to  the  system  of  dikes  proposed  by  General  New- 
ton. Bat  in  that  event  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  the  southern  dike 
coDtinnoas,  cutting  off  the  passage  by  the  way  of  Shooter  Island  so  as 
to  retain  the  fall  flow  of  water  between  the  dikes  thronghout  their 
lengths. 

At  the  extreme  west  end  of  the  southern  dike  a  boat-opening  should 
be  left,  and  a  boat-channel  excavated  along  the  shore  to  Bridge  Greek, 
as  proposed  by  General  Newton,  to  permit  the  oystermen  to  have  free 
access  to  Staten  Island  and  to  the  creek  for  a  harbor. 

The  drawing  accompanying  this  report  shows  the  southern  waters  of 
Newark  Bay  and  a  portion  of  Arthur  Kill  and  Kill  von  Knll,  with  the 
soundings,  bottom  curves,  and  existing  channel-lines. 

The  channel  ^  proposed  by  this  board  is  marked  thereon  in  strong 
black  lines,  about  5(H)  feet  apart.  The  carve  of  this  channel,  while  con- 
forming to  the  line  of  the  deepest  water,  is  less  abrupt  at  the  corner- 
stake  light  than  that  of  the  existing  channel. 

The  estimated  cost  of  excavating  this  channel  to  a  depth  of  11  feet 
and  a  width  of  500  feet  is : 

ESTIHATE. 

Dredging  230,000  cubic  yards,  at  16  cents |36,800 

CoDtingencies  10  per  cent 3,680 

Total 40,480 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Z.  B.  TOWEE, 
Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Major-General. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Major- Oeneral. 

J.  D.  KUBTZ, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 

In  1874  the  amount  of  coal  deposited  at  Elizabethport  for  shipment 
by  vessels  was  three-fonrths  of  a,  million  of  tons,  exclusive  of  other  mer- 
chandise, as  iron  pipe,  &c. 

Recently,  however,  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Bailroad, 
which  used  Elizabethport  as  one  of  its  termini,  has  concentrated  its  de- 
posit of  coal  at  Hoboken.  This  must  materially  diminish  the  importance 
of  Elizabethport  as  a  shipping  point,  but  whether  the  loss  thus  experi- 
enced will  be  compensated  from  other  sources  is  not  definitely  known. 
The  position  being  thus  very  different  from  that  of  the  years  1873  and 
1S74,  when  the  project  for  a  permanent  improvement  was  made  and  the 
vork  commenced,  it  would  seem  expedient  for  the  Government  to  sus- 
jiend  further  action  in  the  work  of  permanent  improvement  of  the  chan- 
nel at  Elizabethport  until  its  future  prospects  shall  have  a  better  out- 
look. As  to  the  improvement  of  the  present  channel  by  dredging,  it  is 
evident  that  it  will  be  temporary  only,  and  must  require  renewal. 

The  necessity  even  for  this  improvement  is  not  apparent,  but  8  feet 
of  draught  can  be  passed  through  the  Delaware  and  Earitan  Canal, 
vhile  the  draught  in  the  present  channel  at  its  shoalest  point  is  9^  feet. 
The  amount  of  freight  through  the  canal  by  official  statement  was  in 
1871  not  5,000,000  tons,  but  3,053,857  tons,  and  at  the  present  time  proba- 
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bly  does  not  much  exceed  that  limit.  If,  as  it  is  stated,  Port 
on  Kill  Ton  Knll,  and  situated  in  deep  water,  will  safflce  foi 
ment  of  coal  in  large  vessels,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  ne 
auoh  vessels  to  pass  through  the  channel  leading  to  Elizabet 
recommended  to  be  improved  by  dredging,  which  channel  d 
fice  for  the  canal-barges,  propellers,  and  small  vessels  using 
Elizabetbport  or  through  the  canal.  If  Elizabethport  does  n 
from  its  present  state  of  decadence,  additional  reasons  exist  a 
dertaking  any  improvement  whatever.  1 

To  sum  up  :  P 

Ist.  In  the  present  condition  and  prospect  of  Elizabethpord 
not  be  expedient  to  prosecute  the  works  of  permanent  impf 
designed  in  1873  and  commenced  in  1874. 

2d.  The  depth  in  the  present  channel  being  sufficienti^for  th 
vessels  using  the  canal,  and  for  the  barges  and  small  class  i 
which,  for  the  future,  and  until  a  change  for  the  better,  will  co 
frequent  Elizabethport,  no  apparent  necessity  exists  for  dee 
widening  the  channel. 

3d.  No  increase  in  depth  or  width  in  the  channel  can  be  ms 
except  by  repetitions  of  the  dredging  process.  1 

In  conclusion,  it  is  necessary  to  add  that  Mr.  Francis  B.  Sfl 
the  company  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  freight  through  i 
ware  and  Raritan  Canal,  who  wrote  a  communication  to  the  Chi 
gineers  adverse  to  the  project  approved  by  the  Government  fo 
manent  improvement,  and  who  expressed  a  desire  to  be  heard  b 
board,  although  invited  to  sot  forth  his  views  and  ofifered  evei 
facility  to  this  end,  has  failed  to  do  so,  either  personally  or  by  i 
tative.    Mr.  Stevens,  owing  to  his  connection  with  the  towing 
and  to  his  personal  interest  therein,  would  have  obtained  respi 
tention  fin*  his  views  as  to  the  character  and  nature  of  the 
ments  suitable  for  convenient  navigation  as  well  as  to  his  oppo 
the  plan  of  improvements  adopted  by  the  Government,  and  it 
regretted  that  such  information  from  a  source  known  to  be  rei 
has  not  been  furnished. 

JOHN  NEWTO: 
Lieut.  Col.  Engineers^  BvU  3/( 
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44TH  CONGKESS, )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  (  Ex.  Doc. 
1st  Session,       J  .  (    No.  45. 


NAVIGATION  FROM  CHESAPEAKE  BAY  TO  PAMLICO 

SOUND. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE     SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


TBANSMITTINO 


.1  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  the  extension  of  navigation  from 
Chesapeake  Bay  to  Pamlico  Sound. 


Jani'ary  12,   1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and   ordered  to  be 

print«}d. 


War  Dbpartihent,  December  31, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Commerce,  re- 
port of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  upon  the  memorial  of  the  Cotton  Ex- 
change of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Ya.,  asking  aid  for  the  extension  of 
navigation,  opened  np  by  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  and  Albemarle  and 
Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Pamlico 
Sound,  N.  C. 
The  memorial  of  the  Cotton  Exchange  is  herewith  returned. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Office  op  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  3, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state,  in  reply  to  the  communication  referred  to  this 
Office,  from  the  Senate  Committee  on  Commerce,  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
inclosing  memorial  from  the  Cotton  Exchange  of  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth, Ya.,  calling  attention  to  the  importance  of  extending  the  exist- 
ing inland  navigation  between  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  and  Pam- 
lico Sounds,  to  the  Cape  Fear  River,  and  thence  to  Georgetown,  S.  C, 
that  the  importance  of  this  inland  navigation  was  at  one  time  so  far 
considered  as  to  lead  to  the  survey,  between  the  years  1831  and  1837,  of 
8everal  portions  of  the  route  in  question,  but  these  surveys  were  never 
fully  completed,  owing  to  the  failure  of  appropriation.    Further  exami-  T[e 
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nation  and  survey  would  now  be  necessary  to  determine  at  this  time  tbe 
necessity,  practicability,  extent,  and  cost  of  tbe  proposed  scheme. 

Thedeepening  of  the  channel  through  Currituck  Sound  would  seem  to 
be  called  for  by  the  increasing  trade  through  the  Chesapeake  and  Albe- 
marle Canal.  The  lighting  and  buoying  of  this  channel  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  Light-House  Board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brig.  Gen,,  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[First  iudorsemeiit.] 

War  Department,  March  4,  1875. 
Too  late  to  be  sent  to  Congress.    File.    To  be  submitted  to  next  Con- 
gress. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerk. 
[Secoud  indorsemeDt.] 

Office  of  Chief  of  Enoineers,  Lecemher  16, 1875. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  in  obedi- 
ence to  instructions  contained  in  preceding  indorsement. 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brig.  Gen.,  and  Chief  of  Engineers, 


Whereas  the  importance  of  a  continuous  line  of  inland  naviga- 
tion from  ifew  York,  connecting  the  imncipal  cities  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  with  the  corn,  cotton,  and  timber  regions  of  the  Southern  State^s 
is  of  great  national  importance,  furnishing  at  all  times  a  cheap  and 
ready  means  for  the  transportation  of  the  products  of  the  country  to 
market,  and,  in  time  of  war,  a  channel  by  which  the  light-draught  moni- 
tors, iron-clads,  and  torpedo-boats  may  concentrate  at  any  point  to 
resist  the  attacks  of  the  enemy : 

The  Cotton  Exchange  of  l!^orfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.,  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  United  States  Government  to  the  importance  ot 
extending  this  inland  navigation,  opened  up  by  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal  and  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Companies,  from  Ches;i- 
peake  Bay  to  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds,  Xorth  Carolina.  Since 
the  opening  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  for  navigation,  in 
1859,  more  than  fifty-four  thousand  vessels,  propelled  or  towed  by  steam, 
have  passed  through  that  navigation,  and  through  the  inland  waters 
opened  up  by  that  company.  They  and  other  private  corporations,  with 
scarcely  any  expense  to  the  General  Government,  have  completed  the 
chain  of  inland  navigation  from  ^ew  York  to  Xorth  Carolina  for  vessels 
of  four  or  five  hundred  tons  burthen. 

Resolved,  That  this  exchange  recommend  to  Congress  to  aid  in  ex- 
tending this  inland  channel  from  the  waters  of  Pamlico  Sopnd  to  Cape 
Fear  River,  by  such  route  as  may  be  practicable,  and  from  said  river  to 
Georgetown,  S.  C. 

Besolved,  That  the  deepening  of  Xorth  Landing  River  and  Channel 
across  Currituck  Sound  is  important  to  accommodate  the  iucreasiug 
commerce  between  the  States. 
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Resolved^  That  Congress  be  requested  to  make  suitable  provisions  for 
marking  the  channel  through  said  navigation  by  buoys,  beacons,  and 
lights,  and  cause  said  natural  waters  to  be  increased  in  depth  to  that 
of  the  channels  with  which  they  connect. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  passed  by  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
Cotton  Exchange,  February  17, 1875. 

A.  TUDWELL, 
Secretary  and  Superintendent. 
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44th  Congress,  \  HOUSE  OF  BEPEESENTATIVE3.  (  Ex.  Doc. 
1st  Session.       §  \     No.  46. 


LIEUT.  J.  G.  LEEFE. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETART    OF    WAR, 


TRANSMITTING 


Papers  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  J.  O.  Lee/e^  Nineteenth  Infantry^  who  asks 
relief  from  respansihility  for  the  loss  of  subsistence-funds  stolen  from  him 
NotemheTj  1873. 


JixcARY  12, 1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordere:!  to  be 

printed. 


Wae  Depaetmekt,  January  10, 1876. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rejp- 
resentatives  copies  of  papers  in  the  case  of  First  Lieut.  J.  G.  Leefe, 
regimental  qnartermaster  Nineteenth  United  States  Infantry,  who  seeks 
relief  from  responsibility  for  money  (subsistence-funds)  stolen  from  him 
in  November,  1873. 

It  appearing  from  the  inclosed  report  of  board  of  survey  that  reason- 
able precaution  was  taken  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  subsistence-funds, 
and  that  Lieutenant  Leefe  is  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the 
money,  ($44.66,)  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  his  relief  (draught  inclosed)  is 
respectfully  recommended. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Fort  Lyon,  Colorado, 

December  8,  1875. 
Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  a  letter  from  your  Office,  dated  5th  March,  1874, 
I  have  respectfttlly  to  forward,  herewith : 

1.  Copy  of  record  of  a  board  of  survey,  dated  2d  December,  1873. 

2.  Copy  of  account-current  for  November,  1873. 

3.  Copy  of  letter  from  Oommissary-General,  dated  5th  March,  1873  (?) 
(1874.) 

4.  Copy  of  account-current  for  March,  1874. 

5.  Draught  of  bill  for  relief. 

All  of  which  will,  it  is  thought,  explain  themselves,  and  which,  it  is 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


2  LIEUT.    J.    O.    LEEFE. 

requested,  may  receive  the  attention  required  to  bring  tliein  properly 
before  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  LEEFE, 
First  Lieut,  and  E.  Q.  jT/.  Nineteenth  Infantry^ 

But.  Capt.  U,  S.  A. 
The  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  A., 
Washington^  D.  C,  (through  intermediate  channels.) 


Proceedings  of  a  hoard  of  survcff  convened  at  Jackson  BarraclSy  La.y  December  2,  1673,6^ 

virtue  of  the  following  order  : 

[Special  Order  No.  1G4.1 

Headquarteks  Jackson  Barracks, 

Neio  Orleans,  La.y  December  1,  I'fl'S. 

[ExtracM 

III.  A  bo.'ird  of  survey  ih  hereby  appointed  to  meet  at  the  office  of  the  acting  coramiR- 
eary  of  HubsisteDce  at  this  post,  to-morrow,  the  2d  iustaut,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  to  examine  and  inquire  into  the  circumstances  connected 
with  the  loss  of  one  iron  safe,  containing  subsistence  funds,  for  which  First  Lieut.  J.  G. 
Leefe,  regimental  quartermaster, Nineteenth  lufautry,  is  accountable,  alleged  to  have 
been  stolen  from  the  subsistence  store-house  on  the  night  of  November  29,  1^73. 

The  board  will  endeavor  to  fix  the  extent  and  responsibility  for  the  loss. 

Detail  for  the  board.^C&pt,  W.  J.  Lyster,  Nineteenth  Infantry ;  First  Lieut.  John  Har- 
old, Nineteenth  Infantry  ;  First  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Hall,  Nineteenth  Infantry. 

By  order  of  Col.  C.  H.  Smith. 

GEO.  H.  COOK, 
Second  Lieut  and  Adjutant  Xinctecnth  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 

Jacksox  Barracks,  La., 
December  2,  1873 — 10  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order. 

Present:  Capt.  W.  J.  Lyster,  Nineteenth  Infantry;  First  Lieut.  John  Harold, 
Nineteenth  Infantry  ;  First  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Hall,  Nineteenth  Inftmtry. 

The  board  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  one 
iron  safe,  containing  subsistence  funds,  for  which  First  Lieut.  J.  6.  Leefe,  regimental 
quartermaster,  Nineteenth  Infantry,  is  accountable. 

The  board  find  that  the  said  safe  was  a  small  iron  one,  about  IB  by  24  inches,  and 
was  kept  in  the  subsistence  store-house  and  used  to  hold  the  money  received  from  sales 
to  officers.  That  on  the  night  of  November  29,  1873,  this  safe  contained  $44.66,  sub- 
sistence funds  which  had  been  so  received  since  November  24,  1873,  and  which  snm 
was  left  locked  in  the  safe  at  the  time  of  closing  the  said  store-house,  at  5  p.  m.  Novem- 
ber 29,  1873.  Upon  opening  the  said  store-house  at  7  a.  m.  November  30,  1873,  it  was 
found  that  the  said  store-house  had  been  entered  during  the  night  by  some  party  or 
parties  unknown,  who  had  effected  an  entrance  by  wrenching  off  several  iron  bars 
from  a  grated  window  in  rear  of  the  subsistence  store-house,  and  through  which  they 
had  taken  out  the  said  iron  safe.    (See  affidavit  hereto  attached  and  marked  A.) 

The  building  used  as  a  omraissary  and  quartermaster  store-house  is  situated  at  right 
angles  to,  and  fronting  toward  the  post  guard-house,  and  distant  from  it  about  40  feet 
The  sentinel  in  front  of  the  guard-house  is  the  guard  over  the  commissary  and  quarter- 
master buildiug  and  commands  a  view  of  its  front  and  end.  This  guard  has  always 
been  considered  sufficient,  from  the  fact  that  the  front  door  of  this  building  is  an  open 
grate  one,  afibrding  a  view  of  the  interior,  and  the  window  in  the  rear  wall  of  tbo 
building  is  protected  by  iron  bars.  The  rear  of  the  building  can  only  be  guarded  by 
posting  a  sentinel  outside  of  the  garrison  inclosnre. 

The  board  are  le<i  to  believe,  upon  careful  investigation,  that  a  soldier  by  the  name 
of  Mervin  Skinner,  who  had  surrendered  himself  umier  the  Prcsident/s  proclamation  as 
a  deserter  from  Company  B,  Sixth  Infantry,  is  implicated  in  the  robbery.  This  man, 
on  the  evening  of  November  29,  1873,  borrowed  a  knife  from  the  company  to  which  he 
was  attached,  and  the  same  knife  was  found  the  next  morning  near  the  window  of  the 
commissary  building  through  which  the  ircm  safe  had  been  taken.  Skinner  disappeared 
that  night,  and  has  not  been  seen  tiince.    About  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  robbery, 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


LIEUT.    J,    G     LEEFE.  6 

SkiiictT,  ill  company  with  live  oi;  six  ineu,  citizens  and  soldiers,  was  observed  by  the  sen- 
tinel in  front  of  the  garrison  to  pass  his  post  three  times,  and  to  he  acting  in  a  snspi- 
ciou.s  manner.  The  last  time  they  passed,  the  sentinel  noticed  the  party  go  down  a 
{tublic  lane  at  the  east  side  of  the  garrison,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  rear  of  the 
commissary  bnilding. 

On  the  3(1  of  DecemJ^er,  1373,  the  safe  was  found  in  a  vacant  lot  near  the  garrison, 
broken  open  and  empty. 

The  l>oard  are  of  the  opinion  that  reasonable  precaution  hod  been  taken  for  the  safe- 
keeping oi  the  subsistence  funds,  and  that  First  Lieut.  J.  G.Leefe,  regimental  quarter- 
master, Nineteenth  Infantry,  is  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  loss  of  the  said  $44.66 
6ubsi!>tonce funds,  and  recommend  that  he  be  relieved  from  accountability  for  the  same, 
aud  from  resi>onsibility  for  damage  to  the  said  safe. 
There  being  no  further  business,  tho  board  adjourned  sine  die. 

WM,  J.  LYSTER, 

Captain  Niveieenth  Infantry^  JPresidtnt, 

JOHN  HAROLD, 

First.  Lieutenant  yineteenth  Infantry, 

CHAS.  B.  HALL, 

First  Lieutenant  Xineteenth  Infantry^  Recorder, 

Headquarters  Jackson  Barracks, 

Sew  Orleans,  La,,  December  6,  1873. 
The  foregoing  proceedings  are  approved. 

C.  H.  SMITH, 
Colonel  Xineteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post, 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  Job  a  Cain,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  parish  of 
Orleans,  State  of  Louisiana,  commissary  sergeant  VVm.  J.  Pender,  U.  S.  A.,  who,  hav- 
ing Ijeen  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says,  that  on  the  29th  day  of  No- 
vember last,  he  was  on  duty  at  the  post  of  Jackson  Barracks,  Louisiana,  in  the  subsist- 
ence department  of  said  post,  under  the  direction  of  First  Lieut.  J.  G.  Leefe,  regimental 
qnartenDast«r,  Nineteenth  Infantry,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence ;  that  up  to  5 
o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  the  said  29th  of  November,  he  had  received  from  various 
parties,  on  account  of  sales  to  officers,  currency  to  the  amount  of  $44.66,  which  he  depos- 
ited in  a  small  iron  safe,  which  was  in  the  subsistence  warehouse ;  that  on  the  29th  of 
November,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  said  money  was  in  the  said  safe,  which  was 
locked  by  him,  and  that  said  safe  was  in  said  warehouse,  against  the  rear  wall  thereof, 
near  to  his  desk  and  nearly  opp|Osite  to  the  grated  door  of  said  warehouse,  which  was  also 
locked  by  him  ;  that  all  the  windows  of  said  subsistence  warehouse  were  grated  with 
iron  bars ;  that  the  jpost  guard 'house  is  close  to  said  subsistence  warehouse,  and  that 
tbe  beat  of  the  sentmels  on  post  No.  1  extends  to  within  45  feet  of  said  grated  door  of 
(said  warehouse,  which  was  also  the  case  on  the  said  29th  of  November,  1873.  Depo- 
neat  further  states  that  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  tbe  30th  of  November,  1873. 
be  went  to  the  subsistence  warehouse  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  to  the  troops  the  beef 
for  that  day,  and  discovered  that  the  grating  of  the  window  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  building,  in  the  rear  wall  thereof^  had  been  violently  wrenched,  so  that  the  bars 
Dear  the  sill  had  been  displaced,  leaving  open  space  through  w*hich  a  man  might  easily 
|itss ;  that  he  then  discovered  that  the  safe  was  not  in  the  warehouse  ;  that  he  at  once 
reported  the  fact  of  its  disappearance  to  the  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  First 
Lieut.  J.  G.  Leefe,  aforesaid,  who  directed  him  to  search  in  the  vicinity  for  the  missing 
«afe,  but  unsuccessfully. 

W.  J.  PENDER, 

Commissary  Sergeant. 

•Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  3d  day  of  December,  1873. 

JOHN  CAIN, 
Fourth  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Parish  of  Orleans,  La, 
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4  LIEUT.    J.    O.    LEEFE. 

Statement  of  funds  for  which  Lieut,  J,  G,  Leefe^  regimental  quartermaater,  Xineteenth  Legi- 
ment  of  Infantry^  acting  commisnary  of  auhmlenve^  is  accountable. 


Where  deposited. 


Treasury  notes ! 

and  fractional  . 

currency. 


Total. 


Treasurer  of  the  United  States I 

Assistant  Trensarer  of  the  United  States  at  New  Orleans.  La ,  $438  48  fl38  <* 

In  my  personal  possession,  deposited  in  office-safe 4112  |  4112 

Total 479  60  !  479  60 


J.  G.  LEEFE, 
Lie«t  and  R.  Q.  M.,  Sirwtsenth  Segimettt  of  Infantry,  A,  C.  S. 
Jackbon  Barvackb,  La.,  November  30,  lb73. 


The  United  States^  on  account  of  ai'my  subsistence  in  the  month  of  Xorember,  1873,  in  account 
with  Lieut,  J,  G.  LeefCj  regimental  quarttmiasterf  Xineteenth  l{egiment  of  Infantry,  acting 
commissary  of  subsistence. 

Dr.  Cr. 


1873. 
Nov.    30 
30 

To  abstract  of  purchases 

To  abstract  of  contingoncies 
To  amounts  dropped  per  pro- 

ceedingsof  board  of  survey 
To  balance  due  the  United 

States 

1      1873. 
$330  74    '  Nov.     1 
6  00    ' 

1              30 
44  66    , 

479  60  1' 

.              .  -   -     - .          ...              _               .  _ 

By  balance,  per  last  account- 
current  $6C4  00 

30 
30 

By  sales  to  officers,  per  ab- 
stract          197  00 

661  00  |! 

I        8€1  00 

I  certify  that  the  above  account-current  exhibits  a  true  statement  tif  all  moneys  received,  expended, 
and  transferred  by  me  on  account  of  armj'  subsistence  not  heretofore  scconnted'for :  and  that  the  bsl- 
ance  of  $479.60  is  due  the  United  States  by  me.  and  is  in  my  hands  iu  United  States  Tn*asury-notes  and 
in  fhictional  currency,  except  the  sum  of  $438.48,  which  is  with  the  United  Stages  Assistant  Tueasurer 
at  New  Orleans,  La. 

J.  G.  LEEFE, 
FirMt  Lieut,  R.  Q,  if..  XintUenVi  Regiment  qf  In/antry,  A.  C.  S. 


Office  Commissart-Grnrral  of  Subsistence. 

Washington,  Z>.  C,  March  5,  1874. 
Sir  :  Yonr  acconnts-cnrrent.  for  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December, 
1873,  have  been  examined  in  this  Office,  and  transferred  to  the  Third  Auditor  Unit^^d 
States  Treasnry  for  final  settlement. 
You  will  please  correct  the  following  errors  and  irre|2nilafHie8 : 

On  account-current  for  November  $44.66  debits  of  the  United  States,  an  **  amonnt 
dropped  per  proceedings  of  board  of  survey,"  accompanying  the  accounts,  (beioK 
money  stolen  from  offlce-safe,)  is  disallowed. 

A  board  of  snrvey  has  no  authority  to  relieve  an  officer  from  responsibility  in  snch 
case.  You  should  apply  to  Congress  for  relief,  forwarding  through  tlie  proper  military 
channels  such  evidence  iu  support  of  your  application  as  you  may  be  able  to  com- 
mand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  SHIRAS, 
Acting  Commissar y-GeneraL  * 
J.  G.  Lekfk, 

Lieutenant  Xineteenth  Infantry,  Jackson  Barracks,  La* 


Statement  of  funds  for  which  Lieut.  J,  G,  Leefe^  regimental  quartermaster,  Xineteenth  Regi- 
ment  of  Infantry,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  is  accountable. 


Where  deposited. 

• 

Treasury-notes 

and  fractional          Total. 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States         

1 

Assistant  Treasurer  United  States  at  Now  Orleans,  La 

$318  S7»  '              (SIR  ri5 

In  my  personal  possession,  deposited  in  office-safe 

177  99  '                177  9*i 

Total 

396  77                  396  n 

J.  G.  LEEFE, 
Firtti  Lieut,  R.  Q.  J/..  Xineteenth  Regiment  of 
Jackson  Babuackh.  La.,  Match  31,  If 74.  Digitized  by 
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6  LIEUT.   J.    G.    LEEFE. 

Office  Commissaey-General  Subsistence, 

December  24, 1875. 
Bespectfully  forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
recommendatiou  that  the  within  case  be  sabmitted  to  Congress. 

K.  MACFEELY, 
Commissary-General  Subsistence. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

January  5,  1876. 
Official  copy. 

E.  D.  TOW>s^SEND, 

Adjuiant'GeneraL 
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6  LIEUT.    J.    G.    LEEFE. 

Pffice  Commissary-General  Subsistence, 

December  24, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
recommeudatioii  that  the  within  case  be  sabmitted  to  Confess. 

R.  MACFEELY, 
Commissary -General  Subsistence. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

January  5, 1876. 
Official  copy. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  General. 
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TH  Congress,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,    i  Ex.  Don. 
1st  Session.       I  I    No.  47. 


DISTRIBUTION  OP  UNITED  STATES  TROOPS. 


1 


LETTER 

I  FROM 

m  CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

'  TRANSMITTING 

[  statement  showing  the  distribution  of  United  States  troops  in  the  States  q/ 
Alabama^  Mississippi^  Arkansas^  and  Louisiana  on  December  1,  1875. 


kxuARY  12,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militarjr  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


War  Department,  January  11, 1876. 
'  The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
Itatement  showing  the  distribntion  of  United  States  troops  in  the  States 

(f  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana  on  the  first  day  of 
)ecember,  1875,  as  required  by  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  January  6,  1876,  as  follows : 

^'Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed 
lo  furnish  to  the  House  an  accurate  statement  of  the  number  of  United 
Btates  troops  that  were  stationed  and  on  duty  in  the  States  of  Alabama, 
Siississippi,  Arkansas,  and  Louisiana  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1875, 

fDd  the  distribution  of  such  troops  in  said  States,  whether  in  regiments, 
ompauies,  or  squads,  as  well  as  the  names  and  rank  of  the  officers,  com- 
luiissioned  or  non-commissioned,  commanding  such  soldiers." 
I  H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 
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Z  DISTBIBUTION   OF   UNITED   STATES   TBOOPS. 

Distribution  of  United  States  troops  in  the  States  of  Alabama^  Missis^ppi, 
Arkansas^  and  Louisiana^  on  the  1st  day  of  December^  1876,  a«  «Aiifn 
by  the  records  of  the  Adjutant-OeneraVs  Office^  furnished  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  January  5, 1876. 


Posts  or  statioDB. 

is 

i 

a 

£ 

Commanding  officers. 

Hunteville,  Ala 

1 

2 

1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
5 

47 

til 

•  42 

40 

78 

69 

68 

71 

104 

182 

147 

41 

40 

130 

25 

50 

26 

Capt.  W.  F.  Drnm,  Second  Infrantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  C.  English,  Second  Infantry. 
MaJ.  D.  P.  Hancock,  Second  Infantry. 
Capt.  A.  8.  Dacgett.  Second  Infantry. 
Capt.  A.  W.  Allyn,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
Maj.  R.  S.  La  Motte,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 
Capt.  E.  W.  Clift,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 
Miy.  S.  A.  Wainwright,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
Col.  P.  R.  DeTrobriand,  Thirteenth  lufanlry. 
Lieut.  Col.  John  R.  Brooke,  Third  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  A. Morrow, Thirteenth  Jufantry, 
Capt.  J.  H.  Gageby,  Third  Infantry. 
Lieut.  E.  A.  Belger,  Third  Infantry. 
Capt.  D.  Parker,  Third  Infantry. 
Capt.  J.  A.  Snyder,  Third  Infantry. 
Lieut.  E.  S.  Godfrey,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

Moan t  Vernon  B'ks,Ala.. 

Mobile  Barracks,  Ala 

Livingston,  Ala...... .... 

Jackson.  Miss 

Vicksburgh.  Miss 

Holly  Springs,  Miss 

Little  Rock,  Ark 

City  of  New  Orleans,  La.. 

Jackson  Barracks,  La 

Baton  Rouge  B'ks,  La 

Saint  Martinsville,  La.... 
Pineville,La 

Shreveport,  La ........... 

Natchitoches,  La 

Colfax,  La 

Coushatta,  La 

Lieut.  Wm.  Mitchell,  Third  Infantry. 

Total 

32 

1,241 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant  Oeneral 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  10,  1876. 
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44th  Congress,  »   HOUSE  OF  KEPRESEXTATIVES.    i  Ex.  Doc. 
Ist  Session.       (  \    No.  48. 


SYSTEM  OF  PAYING  ENLISTED  MEN. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


TRANSMITTING, 


With  disapproval,  a  plan  for  a  change  in  the  present  system  of  pay  of 
enlisted  men,  by  CapU  0,  W.  Follock,  Twenty-third  Infantry.  United 
tStates  Army. 


January  12,  l^'Te.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


War  Department,  December  30, 1875. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  hoDor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  copy  of  a  project  presented  by  Capt.  O.  W.  Pollock, 
Twenty -third  Infantry,  United  States  Army,  for  a  change  in  the  system 
of  the  monthly  pay  of  enlisted  men,  disapproved  by  the  General  and 
Lieatenant-General  of  the  Army,  and  not  recommended  by  this  Depart- 
ment, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Omaha  Barracks,  Nebraska, 

November  28,  1875. 
Sir:  The  following  exhibit  of  the  difference  between  the  present  and 
proi>osed  system  of  the  monthly  pay  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army, 
together  with  the  accompanying  remarks,  are  respectfully  forwarded 
throngh  the  regotar  military  channel,  praying  that  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  War  may  lay  the  matter  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  that  he  may  urge  upon  Congress  the  necessity  for  the 
required  legislation : 

Present  system. 

400  privates,  at  $  13 $5, 200 

10  wagoners,  at  $14 140 

20  artificers,  at  $  15 300 

20  musicians,  at  $13 260 

40  corporals,  at  $15 600 

40  sergeants,  at  $17 680 

10  first  sergeants,  at  $22 .  220 

2  principal  musicians,  at  $22 *. , 44 

2  sergeant-majors  and  quartermaster-sergeants,  at  $23 46 

1  chief  musician,  at  $60 60 
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2  SYSTEM    OF   PAYING    ENLISTED    MEN. 

Proposed  system. 

430  privates,  at  $11 $4,  730 

20  musicians,  at  $13 260 

40  corporals,  at  20  800 

40  sergjeants,  at  $30 1, 200 

10  first  sergeants,  at  $40 400 

2  principal  musicians,  at  $40 80 

2  sergeant-majors  and  quartermaster-sergeants,  at  $40 80 

1  cbief  musician,  at  $S0 80 

Proposed  system 7, 630 

Present  system 7, 550 

Difference 80 

Privates  should  have  but  $11  per  month,  because  it  is  suflScient.  Jnst 
as  many  men  and  just  as  good  men  can  be  enlisted  for  $11  as  $13.  Men  * 
do  not  enlist  for  $11  per  month  or  $13  per  month.  It  is  not  much  ma^ 
ter  to  them  which  it  is,  so  long  as  they  get  their  food,  clothing,  quarters, 
bed,  fuel,  medical  attendance,  &c. ;  what  they  get  outside  of  that  is 
merely  pocket-money,  which  goes  for  anything.  But  when  they  come  to 
receive  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  dollars  per  month,  (which  it  is  proposed 
that  non-commissioned  officers  shall  receive,)  the  pay  becomes  an  object 
which  is  quite  apparent.  They  could  then  save  such  sums  in  a  reason- 
able time  as  could  be  invested  to  advantage  or  placed  at  interest.  When 
I  say  that  as  many  and  as  good  men  can  be  procured  for  $11  as  $13  per 
month,  I  mean  without  further  inducements.  But  when  there  is  a  pros- 
pect of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  dollars  per  month  by  becoming  non- 
commissioned officers,  a  much  better  class  of  men  will  be  induced  to 
enlist,  and  the  only  thing  that  can  elevate  and  improve  the  position  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  is  an  increase  of  pay.  The  difference 
between  the  pay  of  a  private  and  a  corporal,  as  proposed,  will  be  $9, 
which  will  be  a  great  inducement  to  obtain  the  position.  The  difference 
between  that  -and  sergeant  will  be  $10,  which  is  a  still  greater  inducement 
to  obtain  that  position ;  and  that  of  first  sergeant  is  $10  more,  which  is 
little  enough  for  a  man  who  is  capable  of  occupying  the  position. 

With  non-commissioned  officers  of  intelligence,  reliability,  and  char- 
acter, such  as  the  proposed  system  of  payment  would  induce  to  occupy 
the  position,  (for  instance,  such  as  mates  on  board  of  merchant- vessels, 
conductors  on  railroad-trains,  warrant  officers  in  the  Navy,  &c..)  the  ma- 
terial of  which  the  private  soldier  is  composed  would  be  molded  and  ele- 
vated into  a  state  of  intelligence  and  usefulness  which  is  not  now 
known.  As  it  is,  private  soldiers  have  no  respect  for  non-commissioned 
officers,  nor  is  it  reasonable  that  they  should,  when  the  character  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  (with  rare  exceptions)*is  not  such  as  to  inspire 
it.  If  non-commissioned  officers  are  of  any  use  at  all,  means  should  be 
resorted  to  by  which  the  best  men  can  be  obtained  for  the  position. 

Company  commanders  all  over  the  Army  to-day  are  laboring  at  a  dis- 
advantage in  not  having  material  for  noncommissioned  officers;  or 
when  suitable  men  are  found,  the  position  is  not  of  sufficient  importance 
to  induce  them  to  take  it.  They  seem  to  occupy  the  place  simply  to  ac- 
commodate their  company  commanders,  and  every  few  days  they  are 
coming  to  their  com))any  commanders  asking  to  be  reduced  to  the  rank 
of  private.  This  is  the  case  from  first  sergeant  down  to  corporal;  the 
fact  is,  they  are  now  non-commissioned  officers  only  in  name.    The  sys- 
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SYSTEM   OF   PAYING   ENLISTED   MEN.  6 

tem  of  pay  that  I  propose  would  increase  tlie  efficiency  of  the  Army  a 
hundred  per  cent,  with  a  mere  nominal  expense  to  the  Government. 

Artificers  and  wagoners  should  be  done  away  with ;  they  are  of  no 
nse  as  such ;  at  present  it  is  some  carpenter  or  teamster  that  is  taken 
from  the  privates  of  the  company  and  made  artificer  or  wagoner.  These 
men  would  be  in  the  company  any  way,  and  could  be  detailed  whenever 
their  services  were  required ;  they  only  complicate  muster-rolls  and  re- 
tarns,  and  are  of  no  benefit.  We  want  no  enlisted  men  in  a  company 
except  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates.  It  would  be 
well  to  let  the  pay  of  musicians  remain  at  thirteen  dollars,  except  in  the 
case  of  boys  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  should  not  receive  more 
than  eight  dollars  per  month. 

Non-commissioned  officers  should  not  have  the  benefit  of  the  act  of 
May  15, 1872,  but  should  retain  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  August  4, 1854. 
The  act  of  May  15, 1872,  should  extend  to  all  enlisted  men,  except  non- 
commissioned officers.  The  pay  of  forty  dollars  per  month,  which  is 
.  proposed  as  that  of  first  sergeant,  should  be  given  to  all  non-commis- 
sioned  staff  officers,  both  general  and  regimental,  except  chief  musicians 
of  regiments,  who  should  have  at  least  eighty  dollars  per  mouth. 

Music  being  a  fine  art,  and  it  being  necessary  for  a  man  who  is  capa- 
ble of  takin^charge  of  and  conducting  the  music  of  a  regiment,  to  have 
devoted  his  life  to  it,  eighty  dollars  per  month  must  be  considered 
smalt.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  exhibit  that  the  increase  of 
expense  over  the  present  system  per  month  for  the  payment  of  a  regi- 
ment of  infantry  is  only  eighty  dollars.  This  is  taking  simply  the  pay 
proper ;  but  when  we  consider  that  many  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers (possibly  half  of  them  or  more)  are  now  receiving  the  benefits  of 
the  act  of  May  15, 1872,  and  that  a  great  many  of  the  musicians  would 
not  be  entitled  to  more  than  eight  dollars  per  mouth,  on  account  of  their 
being  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  the  amount  of  money  necessary  for 
payment  upou  the  proposed  system  will  fall  very  much  short  of  that  re- 
quired at  present.  And  should  the  Governmeut,  at  any  time,  find  it 
necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  privates  the  difference  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  system  would  be  much  more  apparent ;  so  that  while  the 
efficiency  of  the  Army  will  be  incalculably  increased,  the  Governmeut 
will  actually  be  paying  out  less  money. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  VV.  POLLOCK, 
Captain  Twenty  third  Infantry. 

Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army. 

[Ist  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Omaha  Barracks, 

JS^ovember  29,  1875. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  The  changes  proposed  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  Arm}',  and  the  subject  is  worthy  the  highest  consideration. 

mClIARD  L  DODGE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty-third  Infantry^  Commanding. 

[2d  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omahtty  ^ebr.y  December  1,  J  875. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  approved,  and  earnestly  recommended. 

GEORGE  CROOK,  t 

Brigadier- Oeneral J  Commanding  DepartmentJ^^^ 


4  SYSTEM    OF   PAYING   ENLISTED   MEN. 

[3d  indorsemoDt.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  December  14,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  through  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  disap- 
proved. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant  Oeneralj  Commanding, 

[4th  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Saint  Louis,  December  17,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  AdjutaDt-General,  disapproved. 
By  com  maud  of  Geueral  Sherman. 

A.  Mod.  McCOOK, 

Colonel  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
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44th  Ck>NOBESS,  \  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
Itt  Session.      f  )    No.  49. 


DEPOSITS  WITH  PAYMASTERS. 


LETTER 

FROK 

THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 

REPORTING 

A  proposed  system  of  deposits  by  officers  with  Army  paymasters. 


JiNUART  I2y  1876.— Beferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Department, 

December  30,  1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Honse  of  Bep- 
reseutatives  copy  of  a  commanication  from  officers  of  the  Army  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Baford,  Dak.,  requesting  that  legislation  may  be  had  to 
enable  officers  of  the  Army  to  make  deposits  with  Army  paymasters, 
subject  to  restrictions  as  specified,  and  to  recommend  the  same  to  the 
favorable  action  of  Congress. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


^  Fort  Bupord,  Dak., 

November  8,  1875. 

Sib  :  The  undersigned  respectfully  request  that  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress  you  will  procure  such  legislation  as  will  enable  officers  of  the 
Army  to  make  deposits  of  money  with  paymasters,  subject  to  the  same 
restrictions  and  provisions  as  to  interest,  forfeiture,  &c.,  as  are  now 
anthorized  for  enlisted  men,  with  the  single  exception  that  officers  be 
allowed  to  withdraw  their  deposits  on  the  completion  of  each  and  every 
term  of  five  years'  service.  Such  a  law,  it  is  believed,  would  enable 
officers  having  families  or  others  dependent  upon  them,  to  make  much 
more  certain  provision  for  their  heirs  than  is  now  possible  with  life-in- 
sarance  companies  or  in  other  commercial  ventures. 

The  General  of  the  Army,  the  Lieutenant-General,  and  the  command- , 
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ing  general  of  tbe  department  ar^  also  requested  to  take  such  actioa 
in  this  matter  as  will  be  most  efix^ctive  to  secure  the  object  ot  this  re- 
quest. 

ORLANDO  H.  MOOEE, 

Major  Sixth  Infantry, 
THOMAS  BRITTEN, 

Captain  Sixth  Infantry, 
D.  IT.  MURDOCK, 
Captain  Sixth  United  States  Infantry, 
R.  H.  DAY, 

First  Li^ut  Sixth  Infantry, 
CHAS.  G.  PENNEY, 

First  Lieut,  Sixth  Infantry, 
FRED.  W.  THIBAUT, 
First  Lieut,  Sixth  United  States  Infantry, 
NELSON  BRONSON, 

First  Lieut,  Sixth  Infantry, 
A.  S.  WAGNER, 

Second  Lieut  Sixth  Infantry, 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  (through  military  channels.) 

[First  indorsemeut.] 

Headquarters,  Fort  Buford.  Dak., 

November  9,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded. ' 

ORLANDO  H.  MOORE, 

Major  Sixth  Infantii-y, 
• 

[Second  indorsement.] 

IlEADQUARTBRS  DEPARTMENT   OF  DAKOTA, 

Saint  Faulj  Minn,^  November  22,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 

ALFRED  IT.  TERRY, 
Brigadier-General  U.  S,  A.,  Commatiding, 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  Missouri, 

Chicago^  yovember  27,  1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Frank  BridiJ^man,  Pay  Department,  for 
his  views  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  measure  proposed  in  this  letter. 
By  command  of  Lieulenant-Generai  Sheridan. 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Pay  Department,  United  States  army, 
Chicago,  JW.,  November  27,  1875. 
I  respectfally  snbmit  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  measure  herein  proposed 
is  perfectly  feasible.    The  question  has  been  repeatedly  asked  by  officers 
why  they  were  not  permitted  to  avail  themselves  of  the  "  deposit  sys- 
tem" allowed  soldiers.    If  the  provision  could  be  extended,  many,  I  am 
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confident,  wonid  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege,  and  benefit  not  only 
the  officer  but  the  service. 

F.  BRIDGMAN, 
Paymaster y  United  States  Army. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  November  29,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  through  headquarters  of  the  Annv. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant' General,  Commanding. 

[Sixth  iLdoreement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army^. 

Saint  Louis,  December  2, 1875. 
liespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General. 
[Seventh  iDdoreement.] 

War  Department 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

December  8, 1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Paymaster-General  for  remark. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant'  General. 
[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Pay'master-Genebal's  Office, 

•    December  17, 1875. 
Respectfully  retnrned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
Fort  Bnford  is  a  large  and  remote  post  in  Dakota,  and  these  officers 
there  stationed  petition  that  legislation  be  obtained  extending  to  of- 
ficers all  the  provisions  concerning  deposits  in  the  act  of  May  15, 1872, 
^*  with  the  single  exception  that  officers  be  allowed  to  withdraw  their 
deposits  on  the  completion  of  each  and  every  term  of  five  years'  service.'^ 
I  cordially  concur  in  recommending  snch  legislation,  believing  that  it 
woold  be  beneficial  to  the  public  service. 
The  following  are  the  terms  of  the  law  I  recommend  : 
Commissioned  officers  of  the  Army  are  hereby  authorized  to  make 
deposits  of  money  with  any  Army  paymaster,  and  all  the  provisions  and 
restrictions  of  the  act  of  May  15,  1872,  "establishing  a  system  of  de- 
posits," are  hereby  made  applicable  to  such  deposits :  Provided,  That 
oflicers  are  hereby  authorized  to  withdraw  their  deposits  on  the  com- 
pletion of  each  and  everv  term  of  five  years,  commencing  from  the  date 
of  their  first  deposit  unaer  this  act. 

BENJ.  ALVORD, 
Paymaster'  General. 
[Ninth  indorsement.] 

War  Deparment, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  December  21, 1875. 
Pvespectfull^  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  similar 
applications  from  officers  at  North  Platte,  Nebr. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant'  General. 
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[Inolosare  to  preceding  indorsemeut.] 


North  Platte,  Nebe. 
Sir:  This  applkation  is  identical  with  the  first  two  paragraphs  of 
that  of  the  officers  at  Fort  Buford,  D.  T.,  and  is  signed  by: 

JAMES  HENTON, 
Captain  Twenty-third  Infantry. 
CD.  COWLES, 
^,  Second  Lieut,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Dapartment, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 
January  4, 1876. 
Official  copy. 

E.'D.  TOWNSEND, 
Acfjutant'Oeneral 
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44th  Cokgbbss,  >  HOUSE  OF  EBPEESEiTTATIVES.  j  Ex.  Doc. 
lit  Session.      ]  \   Jilo.m. 


DEPOSITS  WITH  PAYMASTERS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TiuiiSMrrriNG 


A  petition  of  officers  for  legialntion  to  enable  officers  of  the  Army  to  make 
deposits  with  paymasters. 


Ja>xary  12,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Wab  Depaetment,  January  7, 1876. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor-  to  traDsmit  to  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  in  connection  with  petition  relating  to  the  same  8nb- 
ject  transmitted  December  Slst  last,  petition  of  Lieut.  Col.  0.  C.  Gil  - 
bert^  Seventh  Begiment  United  States  Infantry,  and  others,  for  such 
legislation  as  will  enable  officers  of  the  Army  to  make  deposits  of  money 
with  Army  paymasters. 

WM.  W.'BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  The  andersigned  respectfully  request  that  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress  you  will  procure  such  legislation  as  will  enable  officers  of  the 
Army  to  make  deposits  of  money  with  Army  paymasters,  subject  to  the 
same  restrictions  and  provisions,  as  to  Interest,  forfeitures,  &c.,  as  are 
BOW  authorized  for  enlisted  men,  with  the  single  exception  that  officers 
be  allowed  to  withdraw  their  deposits  on  the  completion  af  each  and 
every  term  of  five  years'  service.  • 

Such  a  law,  it  is  believed,  would  enable  officers  having  families,  or 
others  dependent  upon  them,  to  make  much  more  certain  provision  for 
their  heirs  than  is  now  possible  with  life-insurance  companies,  or  in 
other  commercial  ventures. 

C.  C.  Gilbert,  Danl.  Robinsok, 

Lieut.  Col.  Seventh  Infantry.         First  Li^nt  Seventh  Infantry. 
BiCH.  GoMBA,  J.  T.  Van  Orsdale, 

Captain  Seventh  Infantry.      Second  Lieut  Seventh  Infantry. 
W.  Cldpford,  Geo.  S.  Youngs, 

Captain  Seventh  Infantry.      Second  Lieut  Seventh  Infantry. 


W.  I.  Seed, 

First  Lieut.  Seventh  Infantry. 
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44th  Cowobess,  )    HOUSE  OF  EBPltESENTATIVES.    (  Ex,  Doc. 
1st  Session.       j  \    No.  51. 


RIGHT  OF  WAY  THROUGH  CAMP  DOUGLAS  RESERVxVTIOX. 


LETTER 


VBOM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTINO 


A  copy  of  a  report  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Camp  Dovglnn,  Ufah^  on 
E.  R,  4391,  Forty-third  Congress,  second  session,  on  the  right  of  way 
through  the  Oovemment  reservation  at  that  post. 


Jaxcary  12, 1876.— Beferred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Depabtment,  December  31, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, for  the  information  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic  Lands, 
copy  of  a  report  from  the  commanding  ofiQcer  of  Camp  Douglas,  Utah, 
on  Honse  bill  4301,  Forty-third  Congress,  second  session,  granting  the 
right  of  way  through  the  Government  reservation  at  Camn  Donglas. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


February  6, 1875. 
HoQse  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  Hon.  W.  Towusend,  chairman. 
Incloses  for  report  and  recommendation  House  bill  4301,  granting  the 
right  of  way  through  the  Government  reservation  at  Camp  Douglas, 
Utah  Territory,  for  a  line  of  railway  from  Salt  Like  City  to  op  near  the 
stone  quarries  of  Red  Butte  Canon. 

[iBt  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  office, 

Washington,  February  10,  1875. 
Official  copy  respectfully  referred,  through  Headquarters    of    the 
Army,  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  Platte  for  early 
report 
To  be  returned. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND,^  . 

Adjutant'Genera>.Og{^ 


2        RIGHT   OF   WAY   THROUGH    CAMP   DOUGLAS   RESERVATION. 

[2d  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Saint  LotiiSj  February  13,  3875. 
Respectfully  transmitted,  through  headquart-ers  Divsioa  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 
By  command  of  General  Sherman. 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjiitant-Oeneral, 

[3d  indorsi'Dient.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago^  February  15,  1875. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  commaudiug  general  Department  of 
the  Platte. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-Gencral  Sheridan. 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General 

[4tb  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omaha,  Nebr,^  February  24,  1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  oflBcer  Camp  Douglas  for 
remark  and  recommendation  and  early  report. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ord. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oenerai 

[Received  headquaiters  Camp  Douglas,  March  1, 1875.] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  20, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  in- 
vite your  attention  to  copy  of  cDTiitoUnication  from  the  chairman  House 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  covering  House  bill  4301,  (second  session 
Forty-third  Congress,)  granting  right  of  way  through  the  United  States 
military  reservation  of  Camp  Douglas,  Utah,  referred  to  you  from  this 
Office,  on  the  10th  February  last,  for  mWy  repoW,  and  to  request  that 
the  desired  report  may  be  forwarded  with  the  least  practicable  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  3'our  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General 

To  the  Commanding  General  J)<pa1ment  of  the  Platte. 

(Through  Headquarters  of  the  Army.) 


Headquarters  Camp  Douglas,  Utah, 

November  30,  1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  Hon.  W.  Townsend's,  M.  C, 
letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  copy  of  House 
of  Rei)resentative8  bill  No.  4301,  referring  to  J^^g5ii§lsttjQ|'0^p^througb 
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the  military  reservation  of  Camp  Douglas,  Utah  Territory,  forwarded 
with  iostrQctions  for  early  report. 

I  have  to  state,  iu  explanation,  that  the  papers  were  received  at  this 
post  March  1, 1875,  too  late  to  be  returned  before  the  adjournment  of 
Congress.  As  soon  as  received,  however,  before  I  could  make  an  intel- 
ligent report,  I  called  upon  parties  named  in  the  bill  for  an  expression 
of  their  views,  so  that  I  could  ascertain  what  they  desired.  They  prom- 
ised to  do  so  from  time  to  time,  and  recently  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  Delegate  from  the  Territory  to  the  matter,  who  promised  to  confer 
with  me  upon  the  subject  before  leaving  for  Washington.  As  he  has 
failed  to  do  so,  I  now  return  the  papers  with  the  following  remarks,  viz: 

"  If  the  object  is  really  to  get  at  or  near  the  stone  quarries  of  Red 
Butte  Canon,  the  right  of  way  to  the  extent  of  200  feet  on  each  side  of 
the  railroad  cannot  be  given  east  of  the  occupied  portion  of  the  reser- 
vation without  serious  detriment  to  the  Government." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  SMITH, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry^  Commanding. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte^  Omaha,  Kehr. 

[5th  iDdorsemeot.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omaha^  Nebr.j  December  15, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.    Atten- 
tion is  invited  to  the  report  of  Colonel  Smith,  inclosed. 

GEOEGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier-Oejieralj  Commanding. 
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44Tn  CoNGEESS, )   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
1st  Saision.       i  \    No.  52. 


PATRICK  NOONAN. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRE  TARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTINO 


Copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  at  Fort  Leavemcorth,  KamaSj 
in  case  of  Patrick  Nooiian^  and  recommending  a  gratuitous  issue  of 
clothing  to  the  same. 


JiNUART  12, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aifairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Department,  December  31, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  copy  of  proceedings  of  a  board  of  snrvey,  convened  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  March  10,  1875,  in  the  case  of  Patrick 
Noonan,  private  Company  G,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  with  the 
recommendation  that  an  act  be  passed  antborizing  the  gratuitous  issue 
of  clothing  to  Private  Noonan,  in  lien  of  that  destroyed  by  fire,  as  shown 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  survey. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  issae  'of  clothing  to  privatd  Patrick  Noonanj 
Company  G,  Fifth  United  States  Infantry. 

Be  it  resolved  hjf  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  pf  America  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  issae 
to  Private  Patrick  Noonan,  Company  '*  G,"  Fifth  United  States  lufantry,  clothing  in  lien 
of  and  eqnal  in  amount  to  that  lost  by  him  at  the  bnrnin^  of  the  stables  at  Fort  Leaven- 
Tvortb,  Kansas,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  as  shown  and  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  board  of  survey  convened  under 
proviBioos  of  General  Order  number  thirteen,  War  Department,  by  Special  Order  num- 
ber twenty-nine.  Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  of  date  of  March  9th,  eight- 
een hundred  and  seventy-five. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

February  15, 1875. 
To  the  Post  Adjutant, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 

(Through  Post  Quartermaster  and^  Company  Commander) : 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  my  clothing  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  morning 
of  tlie  23d  of  January,  1875,  when  the  post  stables  were  burned,  be  replaced  by  a  gratui- 
teas  issue.  I  worked  getting  public  property  out  of  these  stables  until  it  was  removed, 
and  during  this  time  that  I  was  so  employed  my  clothing  in  the  ^<^|j|i||<^|^  t^^fl^U^ [^ 


2  PATRICK   NOONAN. 

man's  room,  was  burned  up  with  the  tent.  As  it  was  destroyed  without  my  fanlt  under 
the  circumstances,  when  I  was  doing  my  best  to  save  public  property,  I  ask  the  Gov- 
ernment to  replace  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

his 

PATRICK  -f  NOONAN, 

mark 

Private  Company  G,  ^th  Infantry. 

Witness : 

Jas.  R.  Hickman. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Post  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Tort  Leavenworth,  K.vnsas, 

February  16,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded.    From  thn  nature  of  Private  Noonan's  duties  it  was  necessary 
that  bis  clothing  should  be  kept  in  his  tent  as  his  quarters. 
The  request  seems  reasonable  under  the  circumstances,  and  is  recommended. 

F.  H.  HATHAWAY, 
Lieutenant  Fifth  Infantry,  RegL  Q.  M.  and  J.  A.  Q,  M. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Company  G,  5th  Infantry, 
.   Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 

February  18,  1875. 
Respectful!}'  forwarded  and  recommended  for  approval. 

SAML.  OVENSHINE, 
Captain  Fifth  Infantry ,  Commanding  Company  G, 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

February  19,  1675. 
Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  action  of  the  department  commander. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General^s  Office, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas, 

February  22,  1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  for  remark. 
To  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Pope : 

R.  WILLIA]MS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Foarth  indorsement.  J 

Headquarters-  Department  Missouri, 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Fort  Leaventvorthf  February  23,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  with  the  recommendation  that  the  gratuitous  issue  of  clothing 
be  made  to  Private  Patrick  Noonan  under  the  restrictions  of  paragraph  55,  Appendix 
B  of  Revised  Army  Regulations,  1863. 

STEWART  VAN  VLIET, 
Asst.  Q.  M.  Gen.,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Chf  Q.  M.  Dept.  Mo. 

[Fifth  indorsement.  I 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  February  26, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  ofliccr,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 
Attention  invited  to  General  Order  13,  War  Department,  Commissary  Subsistence, 
the  requirements  of  which  will  be  con»plied  with. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Pope  : 

R.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General 
One  in  closure. 
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[lu  closure  to  fifth  indorse  men  t.] 
[General  Orders  No.  13.] 

War  Dkpartmknt, 

Adjutant-Gknerai/s  Office, 

JVcuhingf^ytif  February  18,  1875. 

Ch'atuitotts  issues  of  cHothinff. 

I.  To  enable  the  Department  to  determine  between  cases  cominpf  nnder  the  provis 
ions  of  paragraph  no.  Appendix  B,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  1803,  and  those  in 
which  relief  can  only  be  afforded  by  special  act  of  Congress,  recommendations  for  gra- 
tuitons  issues  of  clothing  to  replace  articles  lost  by  fire,  flood,  or  other  casualty,  should 
in  all  cases  be  accompanied  by  full  and  specific  information  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances attending  the  loss;  and  where  relief  is  claimed  under  the  provisions  of  said 
para^^raph  it  should  be  so  stated,  and  the  data  called  for  therein  should  be  furnished, 
viz:  report  of  board  of  survey  in  each  case,  setting  forth  the  facts,  with  copies  of  the 
orders  under  which  the  clothing  was  lost,  showing  that  it  was  lost,  not  by  the  fault  of 
the  men,  but  in  obedience  to  orders  given  by  sufficient  authority.  In  this  connection 
attention  is  invited  to  General  Ordei-s  No.  23,  May  30,  18C8,  from  this  Office,  relative 
to  s^atuitous  issues  to  replace  clothing  destroyed  to  prevent  contagion. 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEXD, 

Adjutant  General. 
[Sixth  indorsement.l 

1IEADQUARTER.S  FOKT  LEAVENWORTH,  KaNS., 

March  9, 1875. 
Renpectfully  referred  to  Capt.  Samuel  Ovenshine,  5th  Infantry,  president  of  a  board 
of  survey,  convened  per  Special  Orders  No.  29,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters. 
To  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Col.  Tf.  A.  Miles  : 

G.  W.  BAIRD. 
First  Lieut,  and  Adjt,  5/A  Infantry^  Fost  Adjutant. 

[Seventh  iDdorsomeDt.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

Apnl  16,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri.   Attention  invited  to  proceedings  of  board  of  survey  (in  triplicate)  inclosed  here- 
with. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 
Captain  bth  Infantry^  Commanding. 

[Eighth  indorsemeDtl 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 
-4j)ni21, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  (through  office  of  the 
a.ssistant  adjutant-general.  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,)  with  recommendation 
that  under  the  restrictions  of  Appendix  B,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  1863,  the  gra- 
tnitous  i.ssue  of  clothing,  as  specified  in  proceedings  of  board  of  survey  herewith,  be 
^  made  to  Private  Noonan,  to  replace  that  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  morning  of  January 
*o,  lo75. 

JNO.  POPE, 
Brevet  Major-Geueralj  Commanding. 
One  inclosure. 

[Copy  of  inclosure  to  8th  indorsement.] 

Proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  convened  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  by  virtue  of 
the  following  order : 

Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

March  9,  1375. 

[Special  Orders  No.  39.] 

Under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders  No.  13,  War  Department,  current  series,  a 
board  of  survey,  to  consist  of  Capt.  Samuel  Ovenshine,  Fifth  United  States  Jufantry,^!^ 
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First  Lieat.  Mason  Carter,  Fifth  United  States  Infantry,  Second  Lieut.  George  P.  Bor- 
United  States  Infantry,  is  hereby  ordered  to  convene  at  this  post  at  11  a.  ni., 
on  the  10th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  facts  connected  with  the  alleged  loss  by  fire,  on  or  about  the  2*id  of  January, 
1675,  of  certain  clothing  of  Private  Patrick  Noonan,  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry. 

The  board  will  determine  and  report  whether  the  clothing  was  lost  by  the  fault  of 
any  person,  and  whether  competent  orders  existed  requiring  Private  Noonan  to  keep 
his  clothing  in  the  building  in  whish  it  was  destroyed.    Attention  of  the  board  is  in- 
vited to  the  accompanying  papers,  which  will  be  returned  with  its  report. 
By  command  of  Colonel  N.  A.  Miles : 

G.  W.  BAIRD, 
Ftret  Lieutenant  and  Adjt.  Fiflh  Infantry^  Post  AdjaianU 


Fort  Lkavbnworth,  Kansas, 

March  19,  1875. 
The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  orders.    Present,  Capt.  Samuel  Ovensbine, 
Fifth  Infantry,  First  Lieut.  Mason  Carter,  Fifth  Infautry,  Second  Lieut.  George  P.  Bor- 
den, Fifth  Infantry. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  circumstances  in  the  case,  the  board  fioda  that 
Private  Patrick  Noonan,  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry,  was  duly  detailed  as  a  teamster 
in  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  and  that  he  was  re- 
quired by  orders  of  the  post  quartermaster  to  occupy  the  tent  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
^d  of  January,  1875.  That  he  was  not  required  by  a^y  direct  order  to  keep  his  cloth- 
ing in  said  tent,  but  the  nature  of  his  duti&s  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  do  so.  Dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  fire  Private  Noonan  was  engaged  in  rescuing  public  animals 
from  the  stables,  which  prevented  him  from  saving  his  personal  property.  The  board 
would  recommend  that  a  gratuitous  issue  of  the  following  articles  of  clothing,  viz : 
two  (2)  blankets,  wool;  one  (1)  great-coat,  mounted;  one  (1)  pair  trousers,  foot;  one 
(1)  flannel  sack-cont,  lined  ;  one  (1)  forage-cap,  two  (2)  pairs  drawers,  two  (2)  shirts, 
one  (1)  pair  shoes,  two  (2)  pair  stockings,  be  made  to  Private  Noonan  to  replace  those 
destroyed. 

Appended  hereto  are  official  copies  of  affidavit,  marked  A,  and  of  Special  Orders  No. 
29,  headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  March  9, 1875,  marked  B,  forming  part  of 
these  proceedings. 
There  being  no  further  business  before  the  board,  it  adjourned  sine  die, 

SAMUEL  OVENSHINE, 
Captain  fifth  Infantry ^  President, 
MASON  CARTER, 
First  Lieutenant  Fifth  Infantry j  Membtr, 
Geo.  p.  Borpex, 

Second  Lieut.  Fifth  Infantry j  Recorder. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Leavenworth, 

Apnl  16,  1875. 
Exan.incd  and  approved. 

SIMON  SNYDER, 
Captain  Fifth  Infantry,  commanding  Post 


State  of  Kansas,  Leavenworth  County,  ss : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  notary  public,  duly  appointed  in  and  for  the  said 
county  and  State,  Patrick  Noonan,  who  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  is  a  private 
in  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry,  and  on  extra  duty  in  quartermaster's  department  at 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  F.  H.  Hathaway,  Fifth  In- 
fantry, acting  assistant  quartermaster;  that  on  the  morning  of  January  23,  1875,  a  firj 
broke  out  in  No.  1  companv's  stable  at  the  post,  while  he  was  on  duty  as  watchman, 
and  that  it  spread  with  such  rapidity  that  in  a  short  time  all  the  stables  adjoining  were 
in  flames. 

That  he  was  employed  in  getting  public  animals  out  of  these  stables  to  save  them, 
and  that  during  the  time  he  was  so  employed  in  saving  public  property,  a  tent  used  as 
watchman's  room  was  destroyed  by  the  nre,  together  with  the  following  articles  of 
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clotbiDg,  hifl  own  property,  yiz :  Two  (2)  blanketo,  wool  f  one  (1)  great-coat,  monuted ; 
one  (1)  troasera,  foot  prs.;  one  (1)  sack-coat,  lined  ;  one  (1)  forage-cap;  two  (2)  draw- 
ers, prs.;  two  (2)  shirts;  one  (1)  shoes,  prs.;  two  (2)  stockings,  prs. 

his 

PATRICK  -f  NOONAN, 

mark. 

Private  Company  G^  F\fth  Infantry, 
Witness : 

W,  L.  Hazen. 

Sobscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  this  sixteenth  (16) 
day  of  Febrnary,  A.  D.  1875. 
[SEAL.]  D.  H.  DOTY, 

Notary  Public 

B. 

Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

November  27, 1874. 
[Special  Orders  Ifo.  150.] 

The  following  named  enlisted  men  are  herebv  detailed  on  extra  daty  in  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  and  will  at  once  report  &r  duty  to  the  post  qnartermaster,  viz : 
Sergeant  Dennis  Byrne,  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry,  as  overseer  in  charge  of  sta- 
bles; private  Michael  McCormick,  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry,  as  teamster;    and 
pri?ate  Patrick  Noonan,  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry,  as  teamster. 
By  order  of  Capt.  James  S.  Casey. 

F.  H.  HATHAWAY, 
LieuU  and  U,  Q.  M,  F\flh  Infantry,  Poet  Adjutant 

[Copy  of  letter,  with  indorsements,  in  connection  with  foregoing  proceedings  of  board 

of  survey.] 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

March  19, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  information,  for  the  use  of  the  board  of  survey  of 
vhich  I  am  recorder,  ais  to  whether  any  orders  from  a  proper  source  existed  requiring 
priTate  Patrick  Noonan,  Company  G,  Fifth  Infantry,  to  keep  his  clothing  in  the 
teDt  which  was  destroyed  by  fire,  at  the  time  the  stables  were  burned. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  P.  BORDEN, 
Second  Lieutenant  Fifth  Infantry,  Recorder, 
The  Post  Adjutant. 

[Firat  iDdorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

March  20, 1875. 

Respectfully  referred  to  acting  assistant  quartermaster. 

To  be  returned. 

By  command  of  Col.  N.  A.  Miles : 

G.  W.  BAIRD, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  F\fth  Infantry ,  Poet  Adjutant, 

[Second  indorsement. J 

Post  Quartermaster's  Office, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kane,,  March  22, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  post  adjutant  with  remark,  that  owing  to  the  nature  of 
his  duties  in  this  department,  Private  Noonan  was  required  by  me  to  occupy  the  tent 
within  referred  to. 

F.  H.  HATHAWAY, 
Lieutenant  and  R,  Q,  M,  Fifth  Infantry,  A,  A,  Q,  M, 

[  Third  endorsemen  t.  ] 

Headquarters  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

March  23,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  board  of  survey  convened  by  Special  Orders  No.  29,  C. 
^.,  from  these  headquarters.    Attention  invited  to  preceding  indorsement. 
By  order  of  Capt.  D.  H.  Brotherton : 

G.  W.  BAIRD, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Fifth  J^^fantr^^^^g  ^^^i^q\^ 
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[Foarth  iudoi  semen t] 

Fort  Leavkxwokth,  Kans., 
March  27,  lt75. 
Respectfully  returned.  The  board  needs  some  official  information  as  to  whether  Pri- 
vate Xounan  was  required,  by  the  orders  of  any  person  competent  to  give  snch  orders, 
to  keep  his  clothing  iu  the  tent  referred  to.  The  indorsement  of  the  post  quartermas- 
ter states  that  Private  Xoouan  was  required  by  him  to  occupy  this  tent.  The  order 
convening  the  board  calls  for  evidence  on  this  particular  point  of  clothing. 

SAML.  OVENSHINE, 
Captain  Fifth  Infantry,  President  of  Board ^ 

[Fifth  indorsement] 

Headquarters  Fort  Leavexwortu,  Kaxs.. 

^^arch  30,  \^^. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  post  quartermaster.    Attention  invited  to  fourth  in- 
dorsement. 

By  order  of  Capt.  D.  H.  Brotherton  : 

G.  W.  BAIRD, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Fifth  Infantry^  Post  Adjutant. 

[Sixtb  Indorsement.) 

Post  Quartermaster's  Office,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

April  5,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  post  adjutant.  As  stated  in  previous  indorsement  from 
this  office.  Private  Noonan  was  required  by  me  to  occupy  the  tent  in  question.  Owing 
to  the  character  of  his  duties  on  extra  duty,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  sleep  in 
the  tent  and  be  on  hand  at  all  times,  and  iu  view  of  this  fact  he  was  excused  from 
nearly  all  company  duty.  Such  circumstances  would  seem  to  necessitate  the  keeping 
of  his  clothing  in  the  tent,  and  would,  at  any  rate,  warrant  him  in  doing  so,  so  as  to 
entitle  him  to  recover  for  their  loss  in  the  line  of  duty.  No  positive  order  in  regard  to 
the  disposition  of  his  clothing  was  ever  given  by  me,  as  with  such  a  matter,  as  acting 
assistant  quartermaster,  I  have  no  concern ;  but  it  has  been  contemplated  that  meu 
detached  from  their  companies  and  occupying  separate  quarters,  would  remove  their 
clothing  thereto. 

F.  H.  HATHAWAY, 
Lieutenant  and  Begimental  Quartermaster  Fifth  Infantry , 

Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 

April  8,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Captain  Ovenshine,  Fifth  Infantry,  president  of  board  of 
survey ;  attention  invited  to  preceding  indorsement. 
;^  By  order  of  Capt.  D.  H.  Brotherton  : 

G.  W.  BAIRD, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Fifth  InfanVry^  Post  Adjutant. 


£Continaation  of  indorsements  on  Private  Noonan's  letter,  February  15, 1875.] 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Military  Division  Missouri, 

Chicago,  April  24,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

P.H.SHERIDAN, 
Lieutenant-General  Commanding. 

[Extract  from  opinion  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General,  dated  March  27,  1875,  rela- 
tive to  gratuitous  issues  of  clothing.] 

•  War  Department, 

Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

March  27, 1875. 

•  fr  •  *  1*  *  • 

(3.)  To  the  third  case  of  clothing  lost,  not  through  the  operation  of  military  orders, 
entailing  an  equitable  liability  on  the  United  States,  but  throogh  the  casualty  of  fire, 
the  regulation  is  held  not  to  extend.  Such  losses  have  heretofore,  from  time  to  time, 
been  made  good  by  special  act  or  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  and  to  that  body  recourse 
can,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bureau,  only  be  had  in  the  present  inst£uu$B«0  .p         * 
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[Tenth  indorsement. J 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General^s  Office, 
Wadhifigton,  April  28, 1875. 
Respectfally  referred  to  the  J adf^e- Advocate  General,  for  remark  as  to  whether  or 
not,  the  circomstances  attending  this  loss,  as  herein  set  forth,  are  regarded  as  consti- 
tuting it  an  exception  to  so  mach  of  the  opinion  of  March  27,  1875,  from  Bnreau  of 
Military  Justice,  as  relates  to  loss  of  clothing  through  the  casualty  of  fire. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General, 
[Eleventh  Indorsement.]  < 

War  Department, 
Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 
April  30,  1875. 
Respectfully  t^tumed  to  the  Adjutant  General,  with  opinion  that  the  circumstances 
of  this  case  do  not  except  it  from  the  general  rule  governing  the  relieving  of  soldiers 
who  have  suffered  loss  by  fire,  referred  to  at  the  conclusion  of  the  report  of  this  Bureau 
of  the  27th  March. 

The  regulation,  paragraph  55  of  Appendix  B,  is  construed  as  authorizing  gratui- 
tous issues  to  soldiers  by  the  Secretary  of  War  only  where  clothing  has  been  Tost  by 
the  direct  operation  of  nulitary  orders ; — as  where,  for  instance,  soldiers  have  been 
ordeted  to  oast  away  or  lay  aside  clothing,  as  being  impedimentaj  prejudicing  the  safety 
of  a  retreat,  or  the  execution  of  a  military  movement.  But  where  the  loss  has  been 
the  direct  result  of  a  casualty  occurring  wholly  independently  of  military  orders,  as 
the  casualty  of  fire,  the  fact  that  the  soldier  who  has  suffered  the  loss  may  by  some 
previous  order  have  been  required  to  quarter  himself  in  a  place  where  bis  property 
might  be  endangered  shonld  a  fire  occur,  and  where  it  was  in  fact  involved  in  the 
baruing— is  not  sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bureau,  to  bring  the  case  within  the 
aathority  of  the  regulation.  For,  in  such  an  instance,  the  order  given  would  only 
have  contributed  most  indirectly  and  remotely  to  the  loss,  of  which  the  fire  was  the 
direct  and  proximate  cause. 

It  is  held,  therefore,  that  the  loss  of  clothing  by  Nolan  (?)  (Noonan)  can  be  made 
good  only  by  the  action  of  Congress. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate  General. 
[Twelfth  Indoraement.] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Ofkice, 
Washington^  May  3,  1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  examination  and  remark, 
liefore  being  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  view  to  the  presentation  of 
the  case  to  Congress,  as  suggested  in  indorsement  of  Judge- Advocate  General,  to 
which  attention  is  invited. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant- General, 
[Thirteenth  indorsement.] 

Quartermaster- General's  Office, 

May  13,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-Gjueral  of  the  Array.  The  facta  established 
by  the  Board  of  Survey  are  such,  that  it  would  seem  that  private  Noonan  should  have 
tbe  relief  asked  for,  and  since,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge- Advocate  General,  the  case 
is  Dot  provided  for  by  the  regulations,  it  is  suggested  that  the  favorable  action  of 
Congress  be  recommended. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General f  U,  S.  A, 

[Fourteenth  indorsement.  [ 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washingtony  May  19,  1875. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  indorsements 
bereon,  from  eih  to  13th,  inclusive. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutan  t-  General. 
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44th  Congress,  \   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  (  Ex.  Do(J. 
1st  Session.      )  \    No.  53, 


LOSSES  OF  CLOTHING  BY  FIRE. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  hoard  of  survey  held  at  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo- 
ming Territory,  in  case  of  fifty  men  of  Company  A,  Second  Cavalry^  rela- 
tive to  issue  of  clothing  in  lieu  of  that  destroyed  by  fire,  and  a  recom- 
mendation tfiat  the  same  be  gratuitously  issued. 


J.^XCARY  12, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aftairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


War  Department,  January  6,  1876. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  con- 
vened at  Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming  Territory,  to  inquire  into  and  report 
nponthe  circumstances  attending  a  fire  which  occurred  in  the  camp  of 
Company  A,  Second  Regiment  of  United  States  Cavalry,  on  the  16th  day 
of  July,  1874,  with  the  recommendation  that  an  act  be  passed  (draught  in- 
closed) authorizing  the  issue  of  clothing  to  the  fifty  enlisted  men  of  Com- 
r»any  A,  Second  Cavalry,  as  mentioned  in  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  survey,  equal  in  amount  to  and  in  lieu  of  that  lost  by  them  at  the 
said  fire, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


JOIXT  RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  issue  of  clothing  to  Company  "A/»  Second 
Regimeut|  United  States  Cavalry. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresentatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  hi 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue 
to  fifty  enlisted  men  of  Com]>any  **A,"  Second  Regiment  United  States  Cavalry,  cloth- 
ing in  lien  of,  and  equal  in  amount  to  that  lost  by  them  at  the  fire  which  occurred 
in  the  camp  of  Company  A,  Second  Cavalry,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen 
linndred  and  seventy-four,  as  shown  and  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  board  of 
enrvey,  convened  under  speci^^l  order  nurab»>r  one  hundred  and  thirty-ei«jht,  headquar- 
ters Fort  Laramie,  Wj'oming  TeiTitory,  of  date  of  July  seventeenth,  eigiiteen  hundred 
and  sevenry-four. 


FoiiT  FiiED  Steele,  Wvo., 

January  19,  1675. 
Gknbral:    I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  inclose  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  cloth- 
ing loHt  by  tire  by  the  enlisted  men  of  Company  A,  Second  Cavalry,  at  Fort  Laramie, 
Wyo.  T.,  on  the  16lh  July,  1874  ;  also,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  ^ 
cunveued  at  the  time  to  iuvestigate  the  circumstances  of  the  case.     Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


Z  LOSSES    OF    CLOTIIIXO    BY    FIKF. 

The  atateraont  shows  a  large  amount  of  clothiup:  iu  tbe'posseKsion  of  tl;e  ciiliste<l 
men,  but  as  the  company  was  ordered  into  the  field  on  the  l-'ith  February,  ld74,  they 
required  all  the  clothiug  they  could  get.  Being  iu  camp  during  the  summer,  they  had 
uo  place  to  store  their  extra  blankets  and  other  heavy  clothing,  except  iu  the  tents. 

T  respectfully  request  that  some  action  may  be  takeu  to  re-imburse  the  eulisted  nieu 
of  Company  A,  Secoud  Cavalry,  for  this,  to  them,  heavy  loss. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  B.  DEWEES, 
Captain  Sfcond  Carahy^  Commandiug  Company  A. 
Adjutaxt-Gexkral,  V.  8,  J., 

ira»AtNf//on,  D.  C. 


We,  the  undenifjned  members  af  Company  J,  Second  Cavalry,  do  hereby  certify  tkat^  at  afire 
which  took  place  at  camp  near  Fort  Laramie^  Wyoming  Territory,  July  IU,  ld74,  tceloet 
the  several  articles  of  clothing  set  opposite  our  respective  names. 
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1  certify  the  above  is  corn  ct : 


THOS.  P.  DEWEES, 
Captcin  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Oowpan}f,S' 


LOSSES    OP    CLOTHING    BY   FIRE  3 

(Special  Orders  Xo.  138.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo., 

July  17,  1874. 
A  board  of  oflScers,  to  consist  of  Capt.  E.  J.  Spaulding,  Second  Cavalry;  First  Lieut. 
T.  J.  Gregg,  Second  Cavalry;  Second  Lieat.  D.  C.  Pearson,  Second  Cavalry,  is  hereby 
ordered  to  convene  at  this  post  at  12  m.  of  this  day,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable, 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  circumstances  attending  a  fire  that  occurred  in  the 
camp  of  Company  A,  Second  Cavalry,  on  the  16th  instant. 
By  order  of  Major  Blunt : 

JOHN  MURPHY, 
Second  Lieutenant  Fourteenth  Ivfaniry,  Foai-Adjutant 

Fort  Laramie,  Wyo., 

July  18,  1874. 
The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order.    All  the  members  were  present. 
The  board  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  the  fire  referred  to  in  the  order,  and 
reported  aa  follows : 

That  the  origin  of  the  fire  was  in  the  shade  of  tent  No.  5,  in  the  street  of  Company  A, 
Second  Cavalry.  The  board  was  unable  to  find  by  whom  or  in  what  manner  the  fire 
was  started.  The  shade  was  a^n  arbor  of  pine  trees  with  but  two  breaks.  These  breaks 
ftaved  the  burning  of  three  tents  upon  the  right  and  two  upon  the  left  of  the  line. 
With  these  exceptions  the  whole  line  of  tents  was  destroyed  by  the  fire,  whose  spread 
was  very  rapid  on  account  of  the  strong  wind  blowing,  and  the  very  combustible 
nature  of  the  pines. 

E.  J.  SPAULDIN6, 

Captain  Second  Cavalry, 
T,  J.  GREGG, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Cavalry, 
D.  C.  PEARSON, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Cavalry, 

[  Indorsement.  1 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omahaf  Nebr.^  Augmt  7,  1874. 
Approved. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ord  : 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Aasivtant  Adjutant-General. 
[Indorbements.] 

Headquarteus  Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo., 

January  20,  1875. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  approved,  through 
headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte. 

THOS.  B.  DEWEES, 
Captain  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Post. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Platte, 

Omaha,  Nehr,,  January  27, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  through  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  ta 
the  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A.,  approved. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
AasUtant  Adjutant-General,  in  absence  of  the  Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  January  29,  1875. 
Respectfnlly  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
In  the  absence  of  the  lieutenant-i'eneral  commanding: 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

JVashington,  February  3,  1K75. 

Respectfnlly  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  for  remark. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General, 
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Quautermaster-Gexeral'8  Office, 

February  5,  1875. 
Respectfully  returued  to  the  A(]y  a  taut-General  of  the  Army.    Issaes  of  clothing;  in 
kind  may  be  made  as  provided  for  in  paragraph  55,  Appendix  B,  Revised  Regulations 
of  the  Army,  not  payments  of  money. 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Acting  QuarUiinaHter-Generaly  Brevet  Brigadki'-Gcneralf  U,  S,  A. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-Gen'krai/s  Office, 

JVashingtotif  February  9,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned,  through  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missoari,  to 
the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  Platte,  inviting  attention  to  preceding 
indorsement  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  for  the  necessary  preliminary  action 
in  accordance  with  the  paragraph  of  Regulations  uited,  if  these  ca«$e8  come  under  its 
X^rovisions. 
These  papers  to  l)e  returned  with  report. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjuta  n  i-  G  etttraL 

Heauquakteus  Military  Division  op  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  February  13,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  Platte  for  the 
action  called  for  in  the  Adjutant-GeneraFs  indorsement  herein. 
By  command  of  Lieuteuant-General  Sheridan. 

R.  C.  DRUM, 
Assiatant  Adjatant-GeneraL 

Heidquarters  Department  of  the  Pi^\tte, 

Omaha,  Xebr.,  February  15,  1875. 
Respectfully  retuni'ed  to  the  commanding  officer  Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo.,  for  action 
in  accordance  with  requirements  of  fifth  indorsemeut. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ord. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo., 

Februar^i  18,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  officer  Company  A,  Second  Cavalry,  for 
action  under  the  foregoing  indorsemeuts. 
By  order  of  Captain  Dewees. 

D.  C.  PEARSON, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Cavalry,  Post- Adjutant. 

Headquarters  Company  A,  Second  Cavalry, 

Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo,,  March  1,  1875. 
Respectfully  returued  to  post-headquarters,  with  an  additional  clothing-receipt  roll 
showing  the  clothing  that  was  issued  to  the  enlisted  men  of  Company  A,  Second  Cav- 
alry, to  replace  that  lost  hy  the  lire.    This  clothing  was  charged  to  the  men  on  their 
clothing-account. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  charges  against  the  men  of  Company  A,  Second  Cav- 
alry, may  he  made  an  extra  issue  under  paragraph  55,  Appendix  B,  Revised  Army  Retic- 
ulations of  186.3,  and  that  the  amount  charged  against  the'  men  may  he  credited  ou 
their  respective  clothing-accounts. 

THOS.  B.  DEWEES, 
Captain  Second  Cavalry,  Cofnmanding  Company. 

Note. — The  additional  clothing-rtccipt  roll,purrorting  to  accompuny  foregoing  in- 
doisement,  was  not  rtceivcd  with  papers  at  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office. 

Headquarters  Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo., 

Maroli  1,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Depaitn.ent  headquarters. 

THOS.  B.  DEWEES, 
Captain  Second  (^^^%y,^^^gom.^^^^^ 
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I 

Hkadquarters  DepXktment  of  the  Pr^TTE, 

OmaliUj  yihr.f  March  5,  1675. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  qi^artcrir aster  of  the  Department,  for  remark. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES. 

Assistant  J (fjutant- General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Pi^tte, 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Omahat  yehr.,  March  10,  1875. 
Respectfully  retnrDed  to  the  Adj n tan t-General,  Department  of  the  Platte.  Unless 
there  has  been  recent  legislation  on  this  subject,  an  act  of  Congress  is  necessary  to 
authorize  the  issue  requested,  the  law  upon  which  the  regulation  is  based  having  ex- 
pired with  the  late  war.  It  will  be  observed  by  reference  to  the  paragraph  mentioned 
that  the  evidence  submitted  must  show  that  the  loss  occurred  through  no  fault  or 
neglect  of  the  men ;  the  report  of  the  board  is  silent  on  this  point,  so  far  as  any  posi- 
tive evidence  appears. 

ALEX.  J.  PERRY, 
Chief  Quartermaster, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Piatte, 

Omaha  J  Ac&r.,  March  13, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  officer  Fcrt  Fred  Strele,  Wyo.     Atten- 
tion i;}  invited  to  the  thirteenth  indorsement. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ord: 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  AdJutaut-OeneraJ, 

Headquarters  Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo., 

March  17,  1H75. 
Respectfully  returred  to  the  conipauy  ctnimaucer  Comraiiy  A,  Second  Cavalry. 
By  order  of  Captain  Dewees : 

D.  C.  PEARSON, 
Second  Lieutinant  Second  Cavalry^  Post- Adjutant. 

Company  A,  Fort  Fetterman,  Wyo., 

December  1,  1875. 
Respectfully  retnme<l  to  the  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A.,  through  headquarters  Fort 
Fetterman.  I  earnestly  request  that  the  within  amount  of  clothing  due  enlisted  men 
of  Company  A,  Second  Cavalry,  may  be  re-imbursed  to  them  in  the  money- value  by 
special  act  of  Congress,  and  that  these  papers  may  be  sent  to  the  proper  person  or 
persons  for  the  necessary  action.  I  further  request  that  I  may  be  advised  if  I  am  re- 
quired to  take  further  action  to  bring  it  before  the  Congress  that  will  soon  be  in 
^ssioD. 

THOS.  B.  DEWEES, 
Captain  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Company  A, 

Headquarters  Fort  Fetterman,  Wyo., 

December  1,  1875. 
Ropcct fully  fwrwardcd  approved. 

E.  M.  COATES, 
Captain  Fourth  Infantry ,  Commanding  Post. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omaluif  Xebr.,  December  7,  1375. 
Kf  srecf  fnlly  fni warded,  through  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri 
to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

GEO.  D.  RUGGLES, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General f  in  absence  of  the  Brigadier-General ^  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Military  Di^asiON  Mr^'sotMii, 

Chicago f  December  11,  1875. 
Ee  pcctfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
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War  Depaiitment,  Adjutaxt-Gexeral's  Office, 

December  15,  1675. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Qnartenuaster-General  for  further  re-joark  aud  reconi- 
mendatioD,  iuviting  attentiou,  in  connection  with  preceding  indorsemeDts,  to    General 
Orders,  No.  13,  February  18,U875,  from  this  Office,  and  accompanying  extracts  from  an 
opinion  of  the  Judge-Advocate-General,  dated  March  27,  1875. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

JdJtttant-GeneraL 

[Inclosnres  to  foregoing  indorsements.] 
IGeneral  Orders,  No.  13.] 

War  Department, 
Adjutant- General's  Office, 

IVabhitigtoVf  February  18,  1875. 

Gratuitous  issues  of  clothhg, 

L  To  enable  the  Department  to  determine  between  cases  coming  under  the  provis- 
ions of  Paragraph  55,  Appendix  B,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  1863,  and  those  in 
which  relief  can  only  beaflbrded  by  special  act  of  Congress,  recommendations  for  gra- 
tuitous issues  of  clothing  to  replace  articles  lost  by  fire,  flood,  or  other  casualty, 
should  in  all  cases  be  accompanied  by  full  and  specific  information  of  the  facta  and 
circumstances  attending  the  loss ;  and  where  relief  is  claimed  under  the  provisions  of 
said  paragraph,  it  should  be  so  stated,  and  the  data  called  for  therein  should  be  fur- 
nished, VIZ :  report  of  board  of  survey  in  each  case,  setting  forth  the  facts,  with  copies 
of  the  orders  under  which  the  clothing  was  lost,  showing  that  it  was  lost,  not  by  the 
fault  of  the  men,  but  in  obedience  to  orders  given  by  sufficient  authority.  In  this 
connection  attentiou  is  invited  to  General  Orders, No.  23,  May  30, 1^8,  from  this  OflSce, 
relative  to  gratuitous  Issues  to  replace  clothing  destroyed  to  prevent  contagion. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Bureau  of  Military  Justice. 
March  27,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  with  opinion  as  follows: 
Paragraph  55  of  Regulations  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  General  Regula- 
tions, Appendix  B,  page  515,  is  regarded  as  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make 
'*  gratuitous  issues  of  clothing "  to  soldiers  in  all  cases  where  necessary  clothing  has 
been  lost  by  them,  without  fault  on  their  part  and  in  consequence  of  the  operations  of 
military  orders— the  facts  to  be  found  by  a  board  of  survey. 

3.  To  the  third  case  of  clothing  lost,  nof.  through  the  operation  of  military 
orders,  entailing  an  equitable  liability  on  the  United  States,  but  through  the  casualty 
of  fire,  tho  regulation  is  held  not  to  extend.  Such  losses  have  heretofore,  from  time 
to  time,  been  made  good  by  special  act  or  joint  resolution  of  Congress  and  to  that 
body  recourse  can,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bureau,  only  be  had  in  the  present  inr         d. 

J.  HOL : , 
Judge-  Advoca  te-  G  tnera  h 

War  Department, 

April  2,  1975. 
The  Secretary  of  War  concurs  in  the  views  of  the  Judge-Advocate-General. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerk. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Deceinber  20,  1875. 
Resx>ectfnlly  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  recommendation 
that  relief  be  asked  from  Congress. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Actinj  Quartermaster-General^  Bvt.  Major-General^  U,  S.  A, 
Official  copy: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

A  dju  tant-G  enera  l. 
War  DEP.iRTMENT,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

December  30,  1870. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44th  Congress,  )  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex,  Doc. 
1st  Session.       )  \    No.  54. 


ISSUE  OF  CLOTHING  TO  PIUVATES  HEGNER  AND  COLLINS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRE  TARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRAXSMITTIXG 


J.  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  for  investigation  of  the  fire 
at  Fort  Abraham  Lincolnj  Dah^  November  10,  1874,  recommending  a 
gi'atxiitous  issue  of  clothing  to  sufferers  therein  named. 


January  12,  1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'airs  aud  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


War  Department,  December  31, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  origin  of  the  fire  at  Fort  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  Dak.,  November  10, 1874,  with  the  recommendation  that  an 
act  be  passed  authorizing  a  gratuitous  issue  of  clothing  to  Privates 
Hegner  and  Collins,  in  lieu  of  that  destroyed  while  engaged  in  saving 
,  '*^y».  property  from  destruction  by  fire,  as  shown  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  of  survey. 

W^L  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Extract  from  proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers  convened  by  the  foUoiring 

special  orders. 

[Special  Orders,  Xo.  213.] 
Headquarters  Fort  Abraham  Lincolx,  Dak.,  Xoremher  11,  1874. 
I.  A  board  of  officers  is  hereby  ordered  to  convene  this  morniDg  at  cavalry-bar- 
racks at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting  upon  the  loss 
by  fire  of  one  of  the  cavalry-stables.    The  board  will  ascertain  tne  amount  of  public 
aud  private  property  destroyed,  and  will,  if  possible,  fix  the  responsibilitv. 

Detail  for  the  board.— Maj.  James  F.  Weeds,  surgeou,  U.  S.  A. ;  Capt.  John  S.  Poland, 
Sixth  Infantry;  First  Lieut.  Henry  J.  Nowlan,  regimental  quartermaster,  Seventh 
Cavalry. 
By  order  of  Lient.  Col.  Wm.  P.  Carlin. 

JAMES  CALHOUN, 
First  Lieut.  Seventh  Cavalryy  Post-Adjutant. 

Fort  Abr4HAM  Lincoln,  Dak.,  November  11,  1874. 
The  board  having  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order,  present  all  the 
members,  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  matter  before  it,  and,  fromJthe^T 
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testimony  of  witnesses  and  evidence  adduced  in  the  case,  arrived  at  the 
following  conclusions  : 

1st.  That  the  fire  was  accidental,  and  the  board  attaches  no  blame  to 
any  one. 

2d.  That  the  fire  originated  in  the  roof  from  a  defective  flue. 

3d.  That  it  was  conducted  by  the  tarred  paper,  used  as  additional 
covering  between  the  sheeting-planks  and  the  shingles. 

4th.  The  flue  consisted  of  a  hole  cut  in  the  roof  covered  with  sheet 
tin,  through  which  the  stove-pipe  passed,  a  space  of  two  to  four  inches 
being  left  between  the  pipe  and  the  wood,  similar  to  many  others  which 
have  been  used  at  this  post  during  the  winter  of  1873  and  1874  without  loss. 

5th.  The  stable  was  constructed  of  light  pine  lumber,  rendered  more 
susceptible  to  ignition  by  the  presence  of  the  very  inflammable  paper 
referred  to. 

6th.  The  board  condemns  the  employment  of  such  material  in  the 
construction  of  quarters,  barracks,  and  warehouses,  as  well  as  stables. 

7th.  This  event  has  proved  the  absence  of  necessary  apparatus  for 
the  eztihguishmeot  of  fires,  such  as  hooks,  hydrants,  axes,  ladders, 
buckets,  or  fire-engines,  and  suggests  that  a  fire-engine  would  be  an 
economical  provision  for  such  emergencies. 

8th.  That  the  fire  could  not  be  quenched  or  checked  or  any  portion  of 
the  public  property  or  stable  saved  from  loss ;  and  this  they  attribute  to 
the  use  of  the  conductor,  tarred  paper,  in  the  construction  of  the  roof. 

The  private  property  destroyed  included  the  following  articles,  viz : 

•  •«««•• 

(See  affidavit  marked  F.) 

One  overcoat 16  44 

Two  pair  trousers,  mounted 9  18 

Two  pairs  drawers ,  1  34 

One  helmet,  complete - 5  47 

One  uniform-coat 10  80 

One  pair  boots 4  29 

One  pair  shoes 2  55 

One  forage-cap 1  08 

Two  flannel  shirts 2  00 

One  blanket 4  86 

Total  value  $48. 

(See  affidavit  marked  G.) 

One  blanket 4  86 

Two  pairs  overalls 1  60 

One  pair  trousers,  mounted 4  59 

One  pair  shoes 2  55 

One  blouse,  lined 5  40 

One  overcoat,  mounted 6  44 

Two  flannel  Shirts 2  00 

One  forage-cap 1  08 

Total  value.  $28,52. 

«  •    '  •  «  #  •  • 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  board,«lt  adjourned  sine  die, 

JAMES  F.  WEEDS, 
Major  and  Surgeon  United  States  Army^  President. 
J.  S.  POLAND, 
Captain  Sixth  Infantry^  Member. 
H.  J.  NOWLAN, 
First  Lieut.  R.  Q.  J/.,  Seventh  Cavalry.  Beeorder. 
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Headquarters  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak., 

November  15, 1874. 

Tlie  proceedings  and  recommendatious  of  the  board  of  officers  are  ap- 
proved. The  atteution  of  the  Department  commander  is  respectfully 
iavited  to  the  recommendations  of  the  board  in  the  matter  of  using 
tarred  paper  in  public  buildings,  and  also  their  recommendation  in  reter- 
euce  to  providing  adequate  means  of  extinguishing  Are. 

W.  P.  CARLIN, 
Lieutomnt  Colonel  Seventeenth  Infantry^  Commanding. 


F. 
Territory  of  Dakota, 

Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  First  Lieut.  W.  W.  Cook,  adjutant 
Seventh  Cavalry,  Phvate  Francis  Hegner,  Company  F,  Seventh  Cav- 
alry, who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That 
on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1874,  one  of  the  cavalry  stables  at  Fort 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak.,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  the  following  arti- 
cles of  clothing,  the  property  of  deponent,  were  entirely  consumed,  viz :  One 
overcoat,  mounted,  $6.44 ;  two  pairs  trousers,  mounted,  89.18 ;  two  pairs 
drawers,  $1.34;  one  helmet,  complete,  Sj.47;  one  uniform-coat,  $10.80; 
oue  pair  boots,  84.29 ;  one  pair  shoes,  82.55 ;  one  forage-cap,  $1.08;  two 
dauuel  shirts,  $2;  and  one  woolen  blanket,  $4.80.  Total  value,  $48.01. 
I  FRANCIS  HEGNER, 

Private  Company  jP,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  November,  1874, 

W.  W.  COOK, 
First  Lieut.  Adjutant  Seventh  Cavalry. 

I  certify  that  Paragraph  1031,  Revised  Army  Regulations  18G3,  has 
been  complied  with, 

HENRY  J.  NOLAN, 
First  Lieut,  and  E.  Q,  M.  Seventh  Cavalry. 

I  certify  that  Private  Francis  Hegner,  Company  F,  Seventh  Cavalry, 
during  the  fire  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1874,  assisted  in  saving 
aeven  public  horses,  and  on  account  ot  it  lost  the  personal  efiects  within 
mentioned. 

HENRY  J.  NOWLAN, 
First  Lieut,  and  R.  Q.  M.  Seeenth  Cavalry. 


G. 

Territory  of  Dakota, 

Fort  Abraham  Lincoln^  ss . 


Personally  appeared  before  me.  First  Lieut.  W.  W.  Cook,  adjutant 
Seventh  Cavalry,  I^vate  John  C.  Collins,  Company  G,  Seventh  Cavalry, 
who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says :  That  on  the 
10th  day  of  November,  1874,  one  of  the  cavalry  stables  at  Fort  Abraham 
Lincoln,  Dak.,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  the  following  articles  of 
clothing,  the  property  of  deponent,  were  entirely  consumed,  viz :  One 
woolen  blanket,  $4.86;  two  pairs  overalls,  $1.60;  oue  pair  trousers,  t 
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mounted,  $4.59;  one  pair  shoes,  $2.55;  one  blouse,  lined,  85.40;  one  over-, 
coat,  $6.44;  two  flannel  shirts,  $2;  and  one  forage-cap,  81.  Total  value, 
$28.52. 

his 

J.  C.  4-  COLLINS, 

mark. 

Private  Company  O,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  12th  dav  of  November,  1874. 

W.  W.  COOK, 
First  Lieut  and  Adjutant  Seventh  Cavalry, 

I  certify  that  Paragraph  1031,  Kevised  Army  Regulations  1863,  las 
been  complied  with. 

HENRY  J.  NOWLAN, 
First  Lieut,  and  R,  Q.  J/.,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

I  certify  that  Private  John  C.  Collins,  Company  G,  Seventh  Cavalry, 
during  the  lire  of  the  10th  day  of  November,  1874,  assisted  in  saving 
seven  public  horses,  and  on  account  of  it  lost  the  personal  effects^within 
mentioned. 

HENRY  J.  NOWLAN, 
First  Lieut,  ana  K,  Q.  Jf.,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

Indorsements  on  proceedings. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.j  July  4, 1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  department  for 
remarks  and  recommendations. 
Bv  command  of  Brigadier-General  Terry. 

R.  P.  HUGHES, 
Capt.  Third  Infantry,  Act.  Asst  Adjt.-Oeneral 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Saint  Paul  J  Minn.,  July  10,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  recommend- 
ing anproval. 

BENJ.  C.  CARD, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  A.,  Chief  Quartermaster. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  1)F  Dakota, 

Saiiit  Paul,  Minn.,  July  19, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned,  approved  and  confirmed. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Terry. 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutani'OeneraL 
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Office  of  the  Post  Quartermaster, 

Fort  Abraham  LincolUy  Ddkny  July  27,  1875. 

General:  In  conformity  with  paragraph  1,  General  Orders  No  13, 
current  series,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  herewith  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  offi- 
cers convened  at  this  post  per  Special  Orders  No.  213,  headquarters 
Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak.,  November  11, 1874,  relative  to  the  loss  by 
fire  of  clothing  appertaining  to  Privates  Francis  Hegner,  Company  F, 
and  John  C.  Collins,  Company  G,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with  the  request  to 
submit  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  action  and  recommenda- 
tion for  gratuitous  issue  to  replace  the  articles  lost. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obdt.  servt., 

H.  J.  NOWLAN, 
First  Lieut.  &  R,  Q.  M.  Seventh  Cavalry,  A.  A.  Q.  Jf.,  U.  S.  A. 
The  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A., 
Washington^  IK  C. 

(Through  post  headquarters.) 


,  [General  Orders  No.  13.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington^  February  18, 1875. 

Gratuitous  issues  of  clothing, 

I.  To  enable  tbo  Department  to  determine  between  cases  cominf;  nnder  the  pro- 
TiAions  of  Paragraph  55,  Appendix  B,  Revised  Arniy  Regulations  of  1863,  and  those  in 
which  relief  can  only  be  afforded  by  special  act  of  Congress,  recommendations  for  gra- 
t nitons  issues  of  clothing  to  replace  articles  lost  by  fire,  flood,  or  other  oasnaltv,  should 
in  all  cases  be  accompanied  by  full  and  specific  information  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
Btancea  attending  the  loss ;  and  where  relief  is  claimed  under  the  provisions  of  said 
paragraph  it  should  be  so  stated,  and  the  data  called  for  therein  should  be  furnished, 
viz :  report  of  board  of  survey  in  each  case,  setting  forth  the  facts,  with  copies  of  the 
orders  under  which  the  clothing  was  lost,  not  by  the  fault  of  the  men,  but  in  obedience 
to  orders  given  by  sufficient  authority.  In  this  connection  attention  is  invited  to 
General  Oraers  No.  23,  May  30, 1868,  from  this  Office,  relative  to  gratuitous  issues  to 
replace  clothing  destroyed  to  prevent  contagion. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fort  Abraham  Lit^xoln,  Dak., 

JtUy  29,  1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

G.  A.  CUSTER, 
Lieut.  Col.  Seventh  Cavalry y  Bvt.  Maj,  Oen.  U.  S.  A. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  Dakota, 

Saint  Paulj  Minn,j  August  3,  1875. 
Bespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
f  Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 

Extract  from  an  opinion  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General^  dated  April  30,  1673. 

•  «•«#•« 

The  regalatioQ  (para^aph  55  of  App<^ndix  B)  is  construed  as  anthorizinsr  gratnitou9 

iMOM  to  aoldiersy  by  the  Secretary  or  War,  only  where  clothinc;  has  been  lost  by  the 

direct  operatioas  of  military  orders,  as  where,  for  instance,  soldiers  have  been  ordered 
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to  cast  away  or  lay  aside  clothiDff  as  being  impediments,  prejudicing  the  safety  of  a 
retreat  or  the  execution  of  a  military  movement.  But  when  the  loss  has  been  the 
direct  result  of  a  casualty  occnrrins;;  wholly  independently  of  military  orders,  as  the 
casualty  of  fire,  the  fact  that  the  soldier  who  has  suffered  the  loss  may,  b^  some  pre- 
vious order,  have  been  required  to  quarter  himself  iu  a  place  where  his  property 
might  be  endangered  should  a  fire  occur,  and  when  it  was  in  fact  involved  in  tlie  burn- 
ing, is  not  suflSclent,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bureau,  to  bring  the  case  within  the 
authority  of  the  regulatious ;  for  in  such  iustance  the  order  given  would  only  haw 
contributed  most  indirectly  and  remotely  to  the  loss,  of  which  the  fire  was  the  direct 
and  proximate  cause. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Adrocaie-GtHeral. 
[Third  iudorsemeut.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Augmt  11,  1875. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Judge- AdrocateGeueral  for  remark  in 
conuectioQ  with  his  opinion  of  April  30,  1875.         •  •  •       . 

It  is  remarked  that  in  the  present  case  the  mea  appear  to  have  lost 
their  clothing  while  engaged  in  saving  public  property  from  destruc- 
tion by  fire,  but  that  the  orders  under  which  they  were  acting  are  not 
furnished. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  General. 
[Fourth  iudorsement] 

Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

August  14,  1875.  • 

EespectfuUy  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
As  pointed  out  by  the  Adjutant-General,  no  orders  are  shown  io  this 
case  through  the  direct  operation  of  which  the  property  was  lost,  nor, 
indeed,  any  orders  whatever.  So  far,  indeed,  as  can  be  gathered  from 
the  papers,  the  soldiers  named  did  not  act  upon  specific  orders.  How- 
ever this  may  have  been,  it  is  at  least  very  doubtful,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Bureau,  whether  the  case  can  properly  be  regarded  as  within  even 
the  spirit  of  the  Army  Regulations,  paragraph  55,  of  Appendix  B ; 
and  it  would  accordingly  be  advised  in  this  case  that,  as  has 
frequently  been  done  in  similar  cases,  recourse  be  had  to  Congress  for 
specific  relief. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge-  Advocate-  General. 
[Fifth  indorsement.]     * 

Wab  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  August. l^^  1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster  General  for  examination 
and  remark  before  being  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  view  to  the  presentation  of  the  case  to  Congress,  as  suggested 
in  the  Judge-Advocate-G^neraPs  Indorsement,  to  which  attention  is 
invited. 

E.  D.  TOWN8END, 

Adjutant-General. 
[Sixth  indorsement] 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Division  of  Clothing  and  Equipment, 

August  20, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.     The 
facts  established  by  the  board  are  such  that  it  would  seem  that  Pri- 
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rates  Hegoer  aud  Collins  should  be  compeDsated  for  the  loss  of  their 
clothing,  and  since,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General,  the 
case  is  not  provided  for  by  the  regulations,  it  is  suggested  that  the 
favorable  action  of  Congress  be  recommended. 

RUFUS  IKGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermaster- General^  Brevet  Major- Oeneral. 

[Seventh  iDdorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  24, 1875. 
Resi>ectfullj  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention 
to  preceding  indorsements. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  Oeneral. 

War  DEPART3IENT,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

November  30, 1875. 
Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


joint  resolution  authorizing  the  issue  of  clothing  to  Private  Francis  Hegner, 
CompaDy  F,  Seventh  Cavalry,  aud  Private  John  C.  Collins,  Company  G,  Seventh 
Cavalry. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  issue  to  Private  Francis  Hegner,  Com- 
pany F,  Seventh  United  States  Cavalry,  and  Private  John  C.  Collins, 
of  Company  G,  Seventh  United  States  Cavalry,  clothing  in  lieu  of  and 
equal  in  amoant  to  that  lost  by  them  respectively,  at  the  burning  of  the 
cavalry  stable  at  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dakota  Territory,  November 
tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  as  shown  and  recommended 
in  the  report  of  the  board  of  .  survey,  convened  by  Special  Orders 
No.  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  headquarters  Fort  Abraham*  Lincoln, 
Dakota  Territory,  of  the  date  November  eleventh,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seven tj'-four. 
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SERGEANT  HERMAN  THECNE. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY   OF   ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTING 


The  affidavit  of  Sergeant  Herman  Theune^  and  recommending  a  gratuitous 
isftue  of  clothing  to  the  same  in  lieu  of  that  destroyed  hy  a  fire  at  Fort 
VhippU^  Ariz.^  November  13, 1874. 


J.\XUARY  12,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfttirs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


War  Depaet^ient,  December  31, 1875. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hoase  ot 
Representatives  the  affidavit  of  Herman  Theane,  sergeant,  Company  I, 
Twenty-third  Regiment  of  Infantry,  dated  Fort  Whipple,  Ariz.,  January 
21, 1875,  with  the  recommendation  that  an  act  be  passed  aathorizing 
the  grataitous  issae  of  clothing  to  Sergeant  Theane  in  lieu  of  that 
destroyed  by  fire  as  shown  by  the  affidavit. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  papers  that  this  matter  has  been 
investigated  by  a  board  of  survey,  who  report  that  the  fire  was  purely 
accidental,  and  that  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  any  one  for  the  con- 
flagration. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Whipple,  Ariz., 

January  21, 1875. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  affidavit  for  clothing 
I  lost  by  destruction  by  fire  of  the  post  hospital,  while  a  patient  in  the 
same,  on  the  13th  November,  1874,  and  respectfully  request  that  the 
amoant  for  lost  clothing  be  refunded  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HERMAN  THEUNB, 
%  Sergeant,  Company  J,  Ttcenty-third  Infantry. 

The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 


2  SERGEANT  HERMAN  THEUNE. 

County  op  Yavapai,  Arizona  Territory : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  George  Davidson,  a  notary  public  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Yavapai,  Arizona  Territory,  one  Herman  Theune, 
a  sergeant  of  Company  1,  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  who, 
after  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  on  the  13th  day  of 
November,  1874,  he  was  a  patient  in  the  post-hospital  at  Fort  Whip- 
ple, Ariz.;  that  at  four  o'clock  a.  m.  of  same  day  said  hospital  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  he  lost  his  own  personal  property,  consisting 
of,  viz : 

Two  blankets,  (woolen) $9  72 

One  blouse,  (flannel) 2  13 

Four  pairs  stockings 1  12 

One  pair  drawers 67 

Total,  worth 13  64 

(thirteen  dollars  and  sixty-four  cent«,)  said  clothing  being  at  the  time 
stored  in  the  store-room  in  the  hospital-building ;  that  all  efforts  were 
made  to  save  the  above-mentioned  articles,  but  without  success. 

HERMAN  THEUNE, 
Sergeantj  Company  7,  Ttcenty-third  Infantry. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Whipple,  Yavapai  County, 
Arizona  Territory,  this  21st  day  of  January,  1875. 
[SEAL.]  GEOKGE  DAVIDSON, 

Notary  Public. 

[First  indorsement.] 

FoET  Whipple,  Ariz., 

January  21, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

HENRY  LIPPINCOTT, 
Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  A.,  Post-Surgeon. 

[Second  indorHement.] 

Headquabteks,  Fort  Whipple,  Ariz., 

•    January  22, 1875. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  headquarters  Department  of  Arizona. 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Colonel  Eighth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  Arizona, 

Prescottj  January  22, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Department. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

February  26, 1875, 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-General  and  Quartermaster- 
General  for  remark  and  recommendation. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND,         ^ 
Adjutant-  QeneraU 
General^Order  13,  of  1875,  accompanying: 
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[General  Orders  Xo.  13J 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Waahingtonf  February  Itf,  1875 

Gratuitoiis  Uauea  of  clothing. 

I.  To  enable  the  Department  to  determine  between  cases  coming  under  the  provls* 
ious  of  Paragraph  55,  Appendix  B,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  1863,  and  those  in 
which  relief  can  only  be  afforded  by.special  act  of  Congress,  recommendations  for  gra- 
taitoas  issues  of  clothing  to  replace  articles  lost  by  fire,  food,  or  other  casualty,  should 
in  all  cases  be  accompanied  by  full  and  specific  information  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances attending  the  loss ;  and  where  relief  is  claimed  under  the  provisions  of  said 
paragraph  it  should  be  so  stated,  and  the  data  called  for  therein  should  be  furnished, 
viz,  report  of  board  of  survey  in  each  case,  setting  forth  the  facts,  with  copies  of  the 
orders  under  which  the  clothing  was  lost,  showing  that  it  was  lost,  not  by  the  fault  of 
the  men,  but  in  obedience  to  orders  given  by  sufficient  authority.  In  this  connection 
attention  is  invited  to  General  Orders  No.  23,  May  30, 1868,  from  this  Office,  relative  to 
gratuitous  issues  to  replace  clothing  destroyed  to  prevent  contagion. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'Generah 
[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Surgeon-General's  Office, 

March  1, 1875. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army. 
The  old  post- hospital  at  Fort  Whipple,  Arizona  Territory,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  at  about  4  o'clock  a.  m.,  Norember  13, 1874,  and  so  rapid 
was  the  destruction  of  the  building  that  almost  all  the  supplies  and  rec- 
ords were  consumed,  scarcely  time  to  remove  the  patients  from  the 
ward  being  afforded. 

The  board  of  surve^  appointed  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  fire 
rejwrts  that  it  was  *' purely  accidental,  and  that  no  blame  can  be  at- 
tached to  any  person  for  the  conflagration." 

A  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  Sergeant  Theune,  submitted  to  the  board 
of  survey,  is  inclosed. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  clothing  within  mentioned  be  replaced. 

J.  K.  BARNES, 

Surffeon-Geyieral, 

Copy  of  inclosure  to  fifth  indorsement. 

C. 

PerBonally  appeared  befoi;e  me  Herman  Thenne,  a  sergeant  in  Company  I,  Twenty- 
third  Infantry,  who,  being  dniy  sworn  according  to  law,  testified  as  follows : 

I  am  a  patient  in  the  post-hospital.  I  took  watch  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  November  13, 
1?T4,  and  dressed  the  wonuds  of  another  patient,  John  Dusirosh,  a  private  of  Company 
B,  Eighth  Infantry,  tQen  went  outside  to  the  rear.  I  did  not  then  discover  anything 
of  the  fire.  At  3  o'clock  and  at  4  o'clock  I  again  waited  on  the  same  patient.  About  five 
miontes  after  4  o'clock,  just  as  I  was  going  to  sit  down  in  the  chair  in  front  of  the  stove  in 
the  hospital-ward,  and  me  facing  at  the  time  towards  the  east  side  of  the  ward  in  the 
direction  of  the  kitchen,  I  observed  a  red  shine  through  the  window,  and  same  time 
heard  a  noise  like  the  rising  of  a  heavy  wind  coming  from  the  north  side.  My  atten- 
tion was  called,  and,  looking  through  the  window,  I  saw  flames  rising  from  the  upper 
part  above  the  kitchen.  I  at  once  gave  the  alarm  of  fire  in  the  ward,  and  then  went 
to  the  sleeping-room  of  the  cook  and  nurse  adjacent  to  the  kitchen.  Next  I  woke  up 
the  three  stewards. 

The  place  was  supplied  -with  two  large  barrels  of  water  and  water-buckets,  all  ready 
filled;  the  fire,  however,  had  such  strong  headway  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  any  use 
of  the  means  at  hand.  There  was  hardly  time  to  save  the  sick  in  hospital ;  there  were 
ten  patient,  several  in  a  helpless  condition,  and  all  efforts  were  required  to  save  their 
lives. 

The  patients  were  all  in  bed  "and  asle<»p,  except  one,  John  Deiseroth.  who  was  in  j 
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bis  bed  btit  not  asleep  at  tbe  time  tbe  fire  broke  oat.    I  was  on  watch  and  believe  I 
wa«  the  first  to  see  the  fire. 

To  my  knowledge,  there  was  only  one  light  in  the  hospital  daring  the  night ;  that  was 
an  oil-lamp,  which  I  attended  myself. 
The  hospital  was  a  hewn-log  building  of  pine  logs. 

I  HERMAN  THEUNE, 

Sergeant  J  Company  /,  Twenty-third  Infantry. 

Sworn  and  snbscribed  to  before  me  »t  Fort  Whipple,  Ariz.  T.,  the  14th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, lo74. 

GEORGE  DAVIDSON, 

Notary  FublU. 
[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

March  19,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 
The  Revised  Statutes,  section  1298,  page  223,  provide  only  for  extra 
issues  to  replace  clothing  destroyed  to  prevent  contagion. 

The  question  whether  such  issues  as  this  can  be  legally  made  now 
was  submitted  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  decision  on  the  3d  instant. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qtiartemiaster-Oeneralj  Brevet  Major- General^  U,  8.  A. 

Extract  from  an  opinion  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General  relative  to  gratnitons  issues  of 
clothing,  covering  three  cases,  the  third  case  being  that  presented  in  these  papers. 

War  Department,  Bureau  op  Military  Justice. 

March  27, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  with  opinion,  as  follows : 
Paragraph  55  of  Regulations  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  (General  Regula- 
tions, Appendix  B,  page  515,)  is  regarded  as  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make 
**  gratuitous  issues  of  clothing''  to  soldiers  in  all  cases  where  necessary  clothing  has 
been  lost  by  them,  without  fault  on  their  part,  and  in  consequence  of  the  operation  of 

military  orders ;  the  facts  to  be  found  by  a  board  of  survey. 

•  #  #  #  •  #  • 

(3.)  To  the  third  case,  of  clothing  lost,  not  through  the  operation  of  military  orders, 
entailing  an  equitable  liability  on  the  United  States,  but  through  the  casualty  of  fire, 
the  regulation  is  held  not  to  extend.  Such  losses  have  heretofore,  from  time  to  time, 
been  made  good  by  special  act  or  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  and  to  that  body  recourse 
can,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Bureau,  only  be  had  in  the  present  instance. 

J.  HOLT,  Judge-Advocat^General. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Novefiiber  30, 1875. 

OflBcial  copy: 

E.  D.  TOWNSBXD, 

Adjutant-  Oenei^aL 


JOINT  resolution  authorizing  the  issue  of  clothing  to  Sergeant  Herman  Theuue, 
Company  I,  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be, 
and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  issue  to  Sergeaut  Herman  Thenne, 
Company  I,  Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  clothing  in  lieu  of, 
and  equal  in  amount  to,  that  lost  by  him  at  the  burning  of  the  old  post- 
hospital  at  Fort  Whipple,  Arizona  Territory,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
JS^ovember,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four. 
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44th  Congress,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doo. 
1st  Session.       i  \    No.  56. 


STATEMENT  OF  CLAIMS  PASSED  UPON  BY  THE  QUARTER- 
MASTER GENERAL'S  OFFICE. 


LETTER 


THE    SE  CRETARY    OF    ¥AR, 


TRANSMITTING, 


In  compliance  toith  Rouse  resolntion  of  the  15th  ultimo,  areportof  the  Acting 
Quartermaster- General  and  statements  of  claims  passed  upon  by  the 
Quartermaster- GeneraVs  Office. 


January  12, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  January  6, 1876. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  tbe  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
rexsentatives,  in  compliance  with  House  resolution  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
report  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster- General,  and  statements  marked 
'*  A,"  "B,"  '•C,''and  "D,"  of  claims  which  have  been  passed  upon  by  the 
Quartermaster-General's  Office,  since  the  Acting  Quartei  master-Gen- 
eral has  had  charge  thereof. 

The  suggestions  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General  in  the  inclosed 
report  are  concurred  in,  as  also  tbe  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry,iu  his  last  annual  report,  on  tbe  subject  of  the  adjudication  of  cla'ms. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  6\,  January  3,  1876. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  15th  of  December  last,  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  "  to  furnish  a  list  of  claims  pending  in  the  Quarterinaster- 
GeneraPs  Department  at  the  time  when  leave  of  absence  was  granted 
to  General  M.  C.  Meigs,  which  have  since  that  date  been  passed  and 
allowed,  with  the  date  and  amount  of  such  allowance;  and  also  any 
reports  or  statements  in  regard  thereto  made  by  General  Meigs,  or  by 
the  Acting  Quartermaster-General;''  referred  to  this  Office  on  the  16th 
of  December,  and'  to  inclose  herewith  statements  marked  ''A,''  **  B,"  "  C," 
and  "  D"  of  the  claims  which  have  been  passed  upon  by  this  Office  since 
I  have  had  charge  thereof.  ,    ,^•^^^^1^ 
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2    CLAIMS  PASSED  UPON  BY  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL's  OFFICE. 

Total  Dumber  of  claims  examined,  294,  amounting  to  $469,299.18,  of 
which  amount  $229,605.64  have  been  recommended  for  allowance. 

In  addition  to  these,  458  claims,  amounting  to  $737,906.25,  have  been 
disallowed  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  the  Acting  Quar- 
termaster-General in  reporting  them  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  settlement;  of  this  number  82  claims,  amounting  to  $124,218.91, 
have  been  re-opened  on  the  application  of  the  attorneys,  or  the  claim- 
ants, on  the  presentation  of  additional  evidence,  but  have  been  finally 
rejected. 

In  submitting  this  report,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War  the  propriety  of  asking  Congress  to  relieve  the  Quar- 
termaster-General of  the  duties  of  examining  claims  coming  within  the 
operations  of  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  and  that  they  be  made  the  subject 
of  consideration  of  some  other  tribunal. 

The  Commissary -General  and  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General  con- 
cur in  the  views  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last 
annual  report,  on  the  subject  of  the  adjudication  of  claims,  so  far  as 
relates  to  their  Departments. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUFUS  INGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermaster- General^ 
Brevet  Major-Generaly  United  States  Army, 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 
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A. — Ciaim  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company  far  the  transportation  of  United 
States  troops  and  paroled  prisoners  of  iror,  belveev  Richwofid  and  Rvrktrille,  and  Richmond 
and  DanvilU,  during  June  and  July,  1865,  $23,086.62,  referred  hy  War  Department  fw  re- 
port. 

In  a  series  of  accounts  presented  to  this  Office  for  settlement  by  this  company,  in  No- 
vember, 1866,  these  same  charges  were  embraced,  but  not  alloVed.  lu  reference  of 
those  accounts  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  March  10, 1871,  the  following  re- 
marks were  made  by  the  Quartermaster-General : 

"The  records  of  the  United  States  Military  Railroad  Department  show  that  the  road 
was  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States  in  April,  1865,  and  relinquished  to  the 
company  on,  July  4,  1865. 

"  The  account  has  been  reduced  by  disallowing  all  charges  accruing  prior  to  July  4, 
1865,  and  by  allowing  nil  charges  subsequently  accruing,  which  are  based  on  orders 
of  United  States  officers,  with  the  certificates  and  indorsements  of  conductors  of 
the  roud  thereon,  that  transportation  was  furnished  as  required,  an^  the  affidavit  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  railroad  company  herewith." 

Mr.  J.  J.  Moore,  chief  engineer  aud  general  sunerintendent  United  States  military 
railroads,  Department  of  Virginia,  in  his  final  official  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
department  under  his  control  dat<jd  February  28,  1866,  states : 

"We  continued  to  run  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  as  a  military  railroad 
until  July  4,  1865,  at  which  time  it  was  surrendered  to  the  company." 

Mr.  Moore's  statement  has  been  received  by  this  Office  as  true  aud  official. 

The  company  again  present  their  claim  and  allege,  as  indicated  in  the  letter  of  the 
attorney  herewith,  that  the  portion  of  the  railroad  between  Richmond  and  Burkeville, 
53^  milts,  was  released  and  turned  over  to  the  company  June  17,  1865,  and  that  portion 
between  Burkeville  and  Danville,  87  miles,  July  4,  1865. 

The  orders  and  certificates  presented  as  snbvouchers  for  services  prior  to  July  4, 
1865,  indicate  transportation  only  between  Richmond  and  Burkeville. 

Those  fur  services  subsequent  to  that  date,  indicate  transportation  between  points 
extending  over  the  entire  length  of  the  road. 

All  charges  for  services  prior  to  July  4,  1865,  were  thrown  out  by  this  Office,  irrespect- 
iveof  the  nature  of  the  proof  of  the  service. 

But  for  services  subsequent  to  July  4,  I8>i5,  only  those  subvouchers  wore  thrown  out 
•which  did  not  embody  orders  from  United  States  officers  for  the  service,  but  which 
were  based  on  certificates  and  affidavits  of  conductors  and  agents  of  the  road. 

Therefore,  in  the  atljiistintsnt  of  this  claim,  two  questions  are  to  be  coiisidtjred  and  de- 
cided: (1st.)  As  to  the  date  of  relinquishment  by  the  United  States  military  author- 
ities of  that  portion  of  the  road  between  Richmond  and  Burkeville,  and,  (2nd.)  As  to 
the  sufficiency  of  those  vouchers  for  services,  which  are  based  upon  sworn  reports 
of  agents  of  the  road,  made  at  the  time,  unsupported  by  requisitions  of  officers  of  the 
United  States. 

In  Mr.  Moore's  report,  referred  to,  no  specific  allusion  is  made  to  that  portion  of  the 
road  between  Richmond  and  Burkeville;  there  is  nothing  but  the  general  statement 
that  the  road  was  turned  over  July  4,  1865. 

On  examination,  however,  of  the  records  of  the  A(\jutant-Generar8  and  of  this  Office, 
it  is  found  that: 

On  June  2, 181)5,  Gov.  F.  H.  Pierpont,  president  of  the  board  of  public  works  of  Vir- 
ginia, addressed  a  letter  to  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  commanding  department,  &c., 
requesting  that  so  much  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  as  Ties  between  Rich- 
mond and  Burkeville  be  at  once  turned  over  to  the  board  of  public  works. 

On  June  11,  1865,  Mr.  O.  H.  Dorrance,  military  superintendent  of  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  Railroad  Company,  reported  to  the  Unite<l  States  Military  Railroad  Depart- 
ment that  Thomas  Dodamead,  former  superintendent,  had,  through  a  representative, 
served  on  him  a  copy  of  an  order  of  General  Halleck,  dated  June  2,  1865,  to  turn  over 
the  road  between  Richmond  and  Burkeville  to  the  board  of  public  works  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  Dorrance  added,  that  he  would  act  only  as  ordered  by  the  United  States  military 
railroad  authorities. 

On  June  14,  1865,  Mr.  J.  L.  Morrow,  representative  of  Thomas  Dodamead,  the  agent 
of  the  board  of  public  works  to  receive  the  road,  reported  to  General  Halleck,  acknowl- 
edging receipt  of  the  order  of  the  9tb  instant  from  Governor  Pierpont,  and  the  order  of 
the  2d  instant  from  Major-General  Halleck,  relative  to  the  Danville  Railroad  from  Rich- 
mond to  Burkeville  Junction  to  be  tnrned  over  to  the  board  of  public  works  of  Vir- 
ginia; states  that  Mr.  O.  H.  Dorrance,  superintendent  of  United  States  military  rail- 
roads, said  that  he  derived  his  authority  irom  the  United  States  Military  Railroad 
Bureau,  Washington,  of  which  General  McCallum  is  chief,  and  only  through  bim  or 
his  officers  could  he  receive  any  orders  in  regard  to  the  Danville  road,  and,  if  directed 
by  them,  be  would  turn  over ;  states  that  Major-General  Halleck  aud  Governor  Pierpont 
had  no  authority. 

On  June  13, 1865,  General  Halleck  telegraphed  to  the  Quartermaster-General  as  fol- 
lows: .  Digitized  by  ^OOgie 
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"  I  learn  from  Governor  Pierpont  that  Mr.  O.  H.  Dorrance  refuses  to  turn  over  to  the 
lio&rd  of  public  works  the  Ricbaioud  and  Danville  Railroad,  as  ordered  by  me,  on  the 
gnuind  that  he  is  ordered  otherwise  from  Washington.    Is  this  so  T" 

This  telef^ram  being  referred  to  General  D.  C.  McCallnm,  in  charge  United  States 
military  railroads,  on  June  13,  1665,  was  returned  on  the  same  day,  with  report  as 
follows :  J 

"Orders  have  been  given  this  day,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  turn 
over  the  Richmond  and  Burkeville  Railroad  to  the  l>oard  of  public  works,  as  ordered 
by  General  Halleck/' 

On  June  13,  1865,  the  Quartermaster- General  telegraphed  to  General  Halleck  as 
follows : 

"  Dispatch  received ;  on  inquiry,  I  learn  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  to-day  ordered 
the  Richmond  and  Burkeville  Railroad  to  be  given  up  to  the  board  of  public  works." 
A  letter  of  similar  tenor  was  also  addressed  by  the  Quartermaster-General  to  General 
Halleck  on  the  same  day. 

On  June  13,  1&55,  General  McCallnm  telegraphed  to  J.  J.  Moore,  chief  engineer  and 
general  snperiuteudent  military  railroads  in  Virginia,  as  follows: 

"  Yon  will  instruct  Mr.  Dorrance  to  turn  over  the  Richmond  and  Burkeville  Railroad 
to  the  board  of  public  works,  in  conformity  with  General  Hal  leek's  orders." 

And  on  the  same  day  General  McCallnm  telegraphed  to  Gov.  F.  U.  Pierpont  as  fol- 
lows : 

"1  have  this  day  ordered  the  Richmond  and  Burkeville  Railroad  turned  over  to  the 
board  of  pnblio  works,  and  would  be  glad  to  have  them  take  it  from  Burkeville  to 
Danville.** 

On  June  20, 1665,  Mr.  Moore  reported  to  General  McCallum  that  the  road  from  Rich- 
moud  to  Bnrkeville  had  been  tnrned  over  to  the  board  of  public  works.  This  report 
apl>6arsto  have- been  removed  from  the  files;  it  would  probably  fix  the  exact  date  of 
the  transfer  of  the  road.  Mr.  Moore  was  stationed  at  Alexandria,  Va. ;  the  date  of  hicT 
report  was  June  20.  Mr.  Dorrance,  the  military  saperiutendent  of  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  Railroad,  who  it  is  presumed  turned  over  the  road  under  the  instructions 
contained  in  General  McCallum's  telegram,  was  stationed  at  Burkeville,  Va.,  53  miles 
below  Richmond.  The  inference  is  that  Mr.  Moore's  report  of  June  20  was  based  on 
iDfonuation  received  from  Mr.  Dorrance,  and  that  the  road  was  actually  turned  over  a 
few  days  previous  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Moore's  report;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
af«ame  that  the  true  date  was  June  17, 1865,  as  set  forth  in  the  affidavits  presented  by 
the  company. 

Copies  of  the  papers  pertaining  to  the  case  are  herewith. 

In  regard  to  the  certificates,  made  by  agents  of  the  railroad  company,  of  transporta- 
tion furnished  for  the  military  authorities,  unsupported  by  orders  of  United  States 
oflicers,  it  is  observed  that  the  company  claim  that  such  orders  were  issued  by  United 
StAtes  officers,  but  for  points  beyond  Bnrkeville ;  that  such  ordt^rs  could  not  be  taken 
op  without  depriving  the  parties  traveling  of  transportation  beyond  Burkeville;  that 
they  were  allowed,  therefore,  to  retain  their  onlers,  and,  by  order  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  company,  certificates  wero  returned  by  the  conductors  to  the  company,  to 
eoTer  the  transportation  as  far  as  Burkeville. 

The  road  beyond  Burkeville,  it  is  acknowledged  by  the  company,  was  not  turned 
over  until  July  4, 1865,  therefore  these  orders  (if  any  there  were)  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  United  States  Military  Railroad  Department. 

Bat  if  there  were  any  snch  orders,  it  is  possible  they  were  destroyed,  for  none  what- 
ever of  any  kind  covering  transportation  over  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad 
are  found  from  search  thus  far  made  among  the  records  of  United  States  military  rail- 
roads in  Virginia.  To  make  a  thorough  search  will  require  the  services  of  a  clerk  for 
a  month. 

A  similar  state  of  facts  existed,  it  is  claimed,  in  oases  of  parties  traveling  in  other 
directions. 

The  acconnt  is  prepared  at  the  tariff  rates  of  the  company.  Being  for  services  per- 
formed, as  alleged,  prior  to  March  1, 1867,  it  is  remarked  that  the  rates  prescribed  in 
General  Orders  No.  50,  Quartermaster  General's  Office,  1865,  known  as  the  military  rates, 
governed  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  the  time,  in  settlements  for  such  transpor- 
tation. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  evidence  presented  by  the  company  in  support  of 
the  claim : 

1.  Official  extract  from  the  minntes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  public 
works  of  Virginia,  June  9, 1865 : 

*' Ordered,  that  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  be  transferred  into  the  charge 
of  Thomas  Dodamead,  engineer,  who  will  cause  the  material  and  property  of  the  road 
to  be  collected  together,  and  will  run  the  road,  employing  snch  agents  and  assistants 
as  is  necessary,  nntil  further  instructions.'' 

2.  "  Affidavit  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dodamead,  that  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  board 
of  public  works  of  Virginia,  on  the  9th  day  of  June,  1865,  to  take  charge  of  the  Rich- 
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mond  and  Danville  Railroad,  when  turned  over  by  ths  proper  officer  of  the  United 
States,  who  then  held  it  as  a  United  States  military  railroad.  • 

"That he  did,  by  hit)  aisintant  siiperincendent,  J.  L.  Marrow, esq.,  on  the  17th  day  of 
Jnne,  lfc?0,%  receive  that  portion  of  said  railroad  lyinj;  between  the  city  of  Richmond 
and  Barkeville  station.  5 '^  miles,  with  the  work-shops,  rolling-stock,  &.C.,  that  be- 
longed to  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Ci>mpany,  on  than  purti  m  of  the  road 
from  the  United  8r.ates  olhc  )rs  in  cUarg*^.  That  said  portion  of  said  road  then  ceased 
to  be  a  United  States  military  road  on  that  <lay,  (June  17,  l-iSo.)  That  said  United 
States  officers  in  charge  of  said  portion  of  said  road  did,  after  turning  over  the  por- 
tion above  named  to  him,  the  said  Thomas  D.>d%mead,  on  the  17tli  day  of  ,Jane,  ldi5, 
as  aforesaid,  withdraw  all  of  the  United  States  employes,  and  the  United  Sates  did  not 
claim  or  exercise  any  authority  whatever  over  that  portion  of  the  said  rai]roa<l  there- 
after. 

''That  he,  the  said  Thomas  D)damead,  then  took  exclusive  charge  of  that  portion  of 
the  said  ro:id,  employing  the  forini^r  conductors,  engineers,  and  other  emiUoyes  of  the 
Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company,  and  such  others  as  he  deuin^i  proper,  pay- 
ing them  out  of  the  earnings  of  the  said  railroad.  That  the  balance  of  the  said  rail- 
road, (from  Burkeville  to  Danville,)  about  86  miles,  was  turned  over  by  the  United 
States  Government,  through  its  proper  officer,  to  him,  (Dodamead,)  on  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1865.  It  then  ceased  to  be  a  United  States  military  railroad,  and  the  United  States 
Government  did  not  thereafter  exercise  any  control  over,  or  claim  auf  right  to,  any 
portion  of  the  said  railroad. 

"  That  the  certificates  of  conductors  filed  as  sub- vouchers,  with  the  claim  of  the  Rich  - 
mond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company  against  the  United  States  for  trans|>ortatioa 
done  by  said  road  in  June  and  July,  1865,  were  made  out  in  accordance  with  his  in- 
structions, by  the  conductors,  as  the  best  and  only  evidence  that  could  lie  gott-en  by 
the  company  where  transportation  orders  could  not  be  taken  up,  to  sustain  their  said 
claim. 

''That  nearly  all  claimed  by  the  said  company  which  appeared  to  be  still  unpaid  by 
the  United  States,  wtis  in  cases  where  the  United  States  soldiers,  paroled  prisoners  or 
others  holding  United  States  transportation  and  going  over  the  said  railroad,  had 
United  States  transportation-orders  issued  in  Richmond  or  farther  north  to  points  be- 
yond Burkeville  west,  or  south  beyond  Danville,  and  north  beyond  Richmond.  Such 
orders  or  transportation  being  on  single  slips  of  paper,  without  coupons  attached,  could 
not  be  taken  up  until  the  entire  Jimrney  was  completed  as  called  for  in  the  transporta- 
tion-order; hence  the  company  was  left  without  proper  vouchers,  or  coupons,  which 
should  have  been  on  all  transportation-orders  given  over  more  than  one  railroad.'' 

3d.  Affidavit  of  J.  L.  Morrow,  ''That  he  was  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Rich- 
mond and  Danville  Railroad  Company,  on  and  after  the  17th  day  of  June,  1865,  for  the 
balance  of  said  year ;  also,  that  Thomas  Dodamead,  esq.,  was  appointed  by  the  board 
of  public  works  of  Virginia  as  agent,  and  took  charge  of  the  said  railroad,  or  that  part 
thereof  lying  between  the  city  of  Richmond  and  Burkeville  station,  on  the  17th  day  of 
June,  1865. 

**  That,  from  the  time  said  Thomas  Dodamead  took  charge  of  said  railroad,  the  eni- 
ploy<^s  of  every  description  were  paid  by  the  company's  earnings  out  of  their  funds, 
and  by  the  proper  officer  of  said  company,  as  their  pay-roll  shows. 

''That  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  provost^marshal  at 
Richmond,  or  other  officer  of  the  United  States  on  duty  at  Richmond,  and  the  officer 
stationed  south  of  Danville  or  west  of  Burkeville,  Virginia,  frequently  gave  orders  to 
paroled  prisoners  or  other  prisoners  going  north  or  south  over  the  entire  road  or  por- 
tions of  it,  beyond  either  end  of  said  road,  which  orders  or  transportation  could  not  be 
taken  np  by  the  conductor  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad;  hence  the  company 
could  not  furnish  vouchers  to  the  United  States  Government  to  m.ikegood  their  claims 
for  this  class  of  transportation,  such  orders  frequently  on  single  slips  of  paper,  which 
could  not  be  taken  up  until  the  entire  distance  mentioned  in  said  order  was  gone  over 
by  the  person  holding  them. 

'*  That  the  said  company  were  then  obliged  to  depend  on  the  statements  of  its 
conductors  as  to  the  service  actually  done  ;  that  frequent  complaints  were  made  by  the 
conductors  that  they  could  not  take  up  the  transportation,  they  being  orders  from  cer- 
tain United  States  officers,  and  he  has  every  reason  to  believe  many  thousands  of  dollars' 
worth  of  transportation  was  furnished  by  said  company  on  and  after  June  17,  1865, 
for  which  they  were  never  paid." 

4th.  Authenticated  copy  of  the  pay-rolls  of  the  company  for  June  and  July,  1865,  to 
show  that  the  company  hired  and  paid  employes  from  the  17th  of  June,  1865,  among 
whom  were  the  conductors  whose  certificates  are  presented  in  support  of  this  claim. 

5th.  Affidavit  of  W.  M.  S.  Dunn,  **tbat  be  was  engineer  of  repairs  for  the  Richmond 
and  Danville  Rail  roa<l  Company,  on  and  after  the  17th  day  of  June,  I8tv>. 

'That  that  portion  of  the  said  Richmond  and  Danville  road  lying  between  the  city 
of  Richmond  and  Burkeville  station  (about  53^  miles)  was  turned  over  by  the  United 
States  Government  to  Col.  Thomas  Dodamead,  agent  for  the  board  of  public  works  of 
Virginia,  through  his  (Colonel  Dodamead)  assistant  superintendent,  J.  L.  Morrow,  esq., 
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Mr.  Dolameail  bdia;;8ick  at  th#tiine,  on  the  I7th  d^v  of  June  1865,  the  United  States 
GoreruiQeutceaHe^l  Co  exerciite  or  claim  auy  ri<rUt  or  ooutrjl,  whate\rer,  over  this  por- 
tion of  the  road." 

6th.  Affidavit  of  Charles  B.  Vaden,  *'  that  he  was  a  condact^ir  for  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  Railroad  Coinpaoy  in  tlie  latter  part  of  June  and  Julv,  1H65,  and  the  papers 
marked/2A/  *  3A/  MA/  *15A/  *  16A/  *  17A.^  *  18A/  *  19A/'20A/ 'aiA,' *22A/  »23A/ 
and  *24A/  respectivoly,  and  filed  \s'irh  the  accounts  of  the  Richmond  and  Dan- 
ville Railroad  Company,  in  their  claim  against  the  United  States  Governmsot  for 
passeoger-transportation  done  in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  186^}^  are  in  his  hand- 
writiDg,  and  each  one  was  maile  ont  and  signed  by  him,  on  or  about  the  date  each 
bears.  That  they  specify  the  tme  number  of  passengers  passing  over  the  said  railroad 
OQ  the  dates  they  b^ar,  and  under  the  circnmstances  named  in  each.  That  they  were 
signed  by  bira  while  he  was  a  conductor  for  said  company,  and  he  believes  present 
tbetrue  facts  in  each  case  named  in  them.  That  he  went  on  duty  for  the  said  rail- 
road company  after  said -railroad  was  released  hy  the  United  States  Government,  and 
tarned  over  to  the  said  company,  or  that  portion  of  said  railroad  lying  between 
Richmond  and  Bnrkeville  had  been  turned  over  as  aforesaid,  in  June,  about  the  22d 
or 23d  day,  1865,  as  the  pay-rolls  oT  said  company  show  that  he  drew  eight  days' pay 
in  Jnne,  1865,  for  services  rendered  said  company  as  condnctor.  That  he  was  not  a 
conductor  at  any  time  in  1665  for  the  United  States  authorities,  or  under  auy 
officer  of  the  United  States  while  they  held  charge  of  any  part  of  said  railroad 
prior  to  June  17,  1865,  and  was  a  regular  conductor  for  the  said  company  under 
the  supervision  of  Col.  Thomas  Dodamead  after  said  17th  day  of  Jnne,  1865.  That  the 
cmiticates  marked  as  aforesaid  were  turned  over  by  him  to  the  said  company  because  . 
of  soldiers  or  other  persons  going  over  said  railroad,  for  which  said  certificates  were 
made  and  turned  in,  held  transportation-orders  of  the  United  States  Government  offi- 
cers from  Washington,  Richmond,  and  other  points,  written  or  printed  on  a  single  piec  e 
of  paper  without  coupons  attached,  to  points  beyond  Bnrkeville  or  Danville  south,  or 
on  Sonth  Side  Railioad  west  from  Burkeville,  and  from  points  south  of  Danville,  or 
irom  that  city  north  of  Richmond,  or  east  or  west  from  Bnrkeville,  and  so  on,  making 
it  simply  impossible  for  the  conductors  to  take  up  the  transportation-orders  in  very 
Disny  cases,  and  fur  large  nnmbers  of  men.  And  such  the  ctise  in  the  instances  speci- 
M  hy  the  papers  marfcedas  aforesaid  in  his  own  case.  That  the  Piedmont  Railroad 
irnnning  from  Danville,  Va.,  to  Greensborongh,  N.  C.)  was  not  finally  turned  over  by  the 
United  States  until  late  in  1865,  or  early  in  1«66.  That  VV.  E.  V.aden  and  W.  E.  Taylor, 
who  were  conductors  for  said  company  in  June  and  July,  1H()5,  are  both  dead.  That  he 
i»  fully  satisfied  that  their  certificates  were  turned  in  to  the  said  company,  because  of 
their  wahility  to  take  up  the  transportation-orders." 

7th.  Affidavit  of  William  S.  A.  Royall,  "  that  he  was  a  conductor  for  the  Richmond 
and  Danville  Railroad  Company  for  and  after  the  17th  day  of  June,  1865,  for  balance 
Jane,  July,  and  August,  1865. 

"That  the  certificate  of  transportation  furnished  for  370  returned  prisoners  from 
Richmond  to  Burkeville  Junction  (53^  miles)  July  3, 1865,  marked  *  12B,'  filed  with  the 
!iccouut4  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company,  in  their  claim  against  the 
Inited  States  for  transportation  of  passengers  in  Jnne  and  July,  1865,  is  in  bis  hand- 
•  writing,  and  was  signed  by  him  while  he  was  a  conductor  for  said  company  after  said 
lailroaS  was  turned  over  by  the  United  States  Government  to  Colonel  Dodamead, 
(agent  for  the  board  of  public  works  of  Virginia,)  in  1865 — or  that  part  of  said  railroad 
lying  between  Richmond  and  Burkeville,  Va.,  was  turned  over  as  aforesaid  about  the 
17th  day  of  June,  1865,  as  the  pay-rolls  of  said  company  show  he  was  paid  14  da^'s'  pay 
M  conductor  in  June,  1865. 

"That  the  certificate  marked  *  12B*  as  aforesaid,  w^as  turned  over  by  him  to  said 
company  because  the  prisoners  named  therein  had  transportation  beyond  Burkeville 
Janction,  south,  and  it  could  not  he  taken  up  by  him  as  conductor.  That  he  was  di- 
rected hy  the  officers  of  the  company  to  make  out  and  turn  in  snch  certificates,  where 
transportation-orders  could  not  be  taken  up. 

"Tliat  W.  E.  Vaden  and  W.  E.  Taylor,  who  were  conductors  for  said  company  in 
1*5,  are  both  dead.  That  he  is  fully  satisfied  that  their  certificates  were  turned  in 
to  the  said  company  because  of  their  inability  to  take  up  transportation-orders." 

Kespectfully  submitted  to  the  Quartermaster- General. 

M.I.LUDINGTON, 

Quarleimzater, 

Antn.  30,  J  875. 

[2d  indorsement.] 

Quartkrma8ter-General*s  Office, 

WaMngton,  i).  C,  May  3, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  report  prepared 
in  this  Ofiice,  giving  all  information  known  to  it  on  the  subject-matter. 

There  is  no  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  of  the  account  'ug-offlcers, 
oat  uf  which  this  claim  or  any  portion   hereof  can  be  paid.  ,     ^^^T^ 
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I  recommeDd  that  the  papers  be  transmitted  to  the  Tdird  Auditor  for  snch  action  as 
may  be  required  or  allowed  by  law,  and  that  the  petitioner  be  advised  that  the  War 
Department  has  no  power  to  grant  relief,  and  that  hiffonly  recourse  is  to  Congress. 

In  my  opinion,  no  higher  rates  should  be  allowed  this  road  for  any  services  ulti- 
mately shown  to  have  been  rendered  and  not  paid  after  the  United  States  ceased  to 
operate  any  portion  of  the  r6ad  than  were  allowed  to  roads  in  loyal  States  for  siiiiilar 
service  under  the  arrangement  approved  by  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  E.  M.  Stanton. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quariermasler-Generaly  Brt  MaJ,  General,  U,  8,  Armjf, 

[3d  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 

June  19, 1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  calling  attention  to  attorney's 
letter  dated  June  8,  1875.  The  Quartermaster-General  is  instructed  to  cause  a  thor- 
ough search  to  be  made  for  orders  of  United  States  officers  alleged  to  have  been  given 
for  the  transportation  in  question  and  taken  up  at  points  beyoud ;  also  to  report  the 
amount  of  such  transportation  fiually  proved  and  still  unpaid  for,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  same,  prepared  at  such  rates  as  would  be  Just  compensation,  without 
restriction  to  the  rates  agreed  upon  with  northern  roads. 

W.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 

[4th  indorsement.] 

Quartkrmaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  25,  1875. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  with  request  that 
the  sub-vouchers  for  transportation  services  filed  with  the  following  accounts,  viz : 
South  Side  Railroad  Compauy,  $19,086.86,  referred  to  Tfcird  Auditor  January  24, 1866; 
Piedmont  Railroad  Company,  §4,575.12,  referred  to  Third  Auditor  Mareh  3,  1866; 
Piedmont  Railroad  Company,  $21,258.61,  referred  to  Third  Auditor  June  26,  1866,  be 
returned,  and  this  Office  informed  whether  or  not  they  show  that  orders  were  given  by 
United  States  officers  for  transportation  over  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  as 
charged  in  inclosed  account,  or  furnish  any  data  indicating  that  such  orders  were 
issued  and  what  disposition  was  made  of  them. 

If  any  such  orders  are  found,  copies  are  respectfully  requested,  or  if  there  is  any  in- 
formation on  the  subject  among  the  records  of  the  Third  Auditor's  Office  it  is  respect- 
fully requested  that  this  Office  be  advised  thereof. 
By  order  Acting  Quartermaster- Gen  era) : 

M.  I.  LUDINGTOX, 

Quartermaater,  U.  S^  Army. 


Treasury  Department, 

Third  Auditor's  Office, 

Jim0  26,  1675. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General.  An  examination  of  the  set- 
tlements referred  to  in  your  indorsement  of  the  26th  instAUt  has  been  made,  and  dis- 
closes the  fact  that  orders  covering  transportation  for  28  men  over  the  Richmond  and 
Danville  Railroad  from  Richmond  to  points  beyond  Burkeville  on  the  South  Side  Bail- 
road  were  presented  in  an  account  of  the  latter  railroad  compauy  for  July,  1866,  each 
order  covering  the  entire  distance  traveled  over  both  roads.  No  payment,  however, 
was  claimed  or  allowed  for  the  proportion  due  the  Bichmond  and  Danville  Bailroad 
Company  on  account  of  this  transportation. 

The  South  Side  Railroad  has  not  presented  any  account  for  June,  1865,  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  road  was  at  that  time  operated  by  the  Government,  and  any  orders 
for  transportation,  if  any  were  given,  would  most  probably  be  found  in  the  United 
States  military  railroad  records. 

Orders  for  the  transportation  of  41  men,  from  Richmond  to  Danville,  were  presented 
in  an  account  of  John  S.  Lew  is,,  the  Treasury  agent  who  operated  the  Piedmont  Rail- 
road, for  July,  1865. 

No  payments  have  been  made  on  account  of  this  service,  as  the  Piedmont  Railroad 
was  operated  by  the  Government  during  the  period  the  service  was  rendered.  A 
detailed  description  of  the  orders  before  reftjrred  to  is  inclqsed. 

Attention  is  also  invited  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  stateuirnt  certified  to  by  0.  H. 
Dorrance,  superintendent  Piedmont  Railroad,  and  Capt.  R.  w  .  Clarke,  assist-ant  quar- 
termaster, filed  as  a  voucher  in  the  account  of  John  S.  Lewis,  aforesaid,  from  which  it 
appears  that  thirty-three  regiments  and  d«*tachment8  consisting  of  several  thousand 
troops  were  transported  over  the  Piedmont  Raihoad  from  Greensborough,  N.  C,  to  Dan , 
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• 

vqie,  Ya.,  tbe  point  of  ito  jaDction  with  the  Bichmond  and  Danville  Bailroad,  hetween 
Jane  26  and  July  25, 1865,  withont  orders  for  transportation.  This  statement  may  be 
deemed  important,  inasmaoh  as  there  was  at  that  time  no  connection  at  Danville  by 
which  the  troops  could  have  been  transported  en  route  to  their  destination  north, 
except  the  Richmond  aud  Danville  Railroad. 

ALLAN  RUTHERFORD, 

Auditor. 


QrARTERMASTER-GENERAL^S  OFFICE, 

Auguat  4,  1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  invitina:  attention  to  the 
inclosed  statements  made  from  the  records  of  the  Third  Auditor's  Office,  which  seem  to 
indicate  that  vonchers  for  a  portion  of  the  transportation  charged  for  are  on  file  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  also  that  large  bodies  of  men  were,  during  June  and  July, 
1865,  sent  up  from  Green sborough  to  Danville,  probably  en  route  farther  north,  iu 
which  caMe  they  would  necessarily  pass  over  tbe  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad. 

As  directed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  a  thorough  search  has  been  made  of 
the  public  records  in  charge  of  this  Office  pertaining  to  military  railroads  *^  for  orders 
of  United  States  officers  alleged  to  have  been  given  for  the  transportation  in  question, 
and  taken  up  at  points  beyond,''  and  I  have  to  report  tbe  failure  to  find  any  transpor- 
tation orders  or  passes  whatever,  which  bear  date  as  of  the  year  1865,  after  a  careful 
examination  of  all  boxes  of  military  railroad  records  which  contain  such  orders  or  passes. 

This  Office  is  unable  to  prove  that  the  alleged  services  have  not  been  rendered,  or  that 
theyhaye  been  paid  for.  If  the  evidence  presented  by  the  company  is  accepted  as 
proof  establishing  the  claim,  I  recommend,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  that  the 
accounts  of  Captains  W.  H.  D.  Cochran  and  George  B.  Cadwallader,disbursing-officer8 
of  this  Department  at  Richmond  during  June,  July,  and  August,  1865,  be  closely 
examined  at  the  Treasury  De|iartment  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not 
the  charges  made  in  the  account,  or  any  of  them,  have  been  paid  by  those  officers. 
They  have  not  been  paid  on  settlements  made  direct  through  this  Office  aud  the 
Treasury. 

Inclosed  is  an  account  prepared  in  this  Office  in  which  the  items  in  the  claim  are 
restated,  and  a  rate  of  4^  cents  per  man  per  mile  applied  thereto.  This  appears  to  be 
about  the  average  of  the  rates  prevailing  for  passenger-transportation  on  railroads  con- 
necting with  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad.  The  account 
so  stated  amounts  to  |17,314.'4^. 

This  is  considered  a  fair  and  remunerative  allowance  considering  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  If  it  is  considered  that  tbe  tariflf-rates  oi  the  company  would 
not  be  more  than  a  just  compensation,  it  is  observed  that  tbe  account  prepared  by  the 
company  at  6  cents  per  man  per  mile,  amounting  to .'$23,0^6.62,  is  prepared  at  tariff- 
rates,  and  is  clerically  correct. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermaster-General  U.  S,  A. 


War  Department, 

September  16,  1675. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  with  request  that  the 
accounts  of  Captains  W.  H.  D.  Cochran  and  George  B.  Cadwallader,  disbursing-offioers 
of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  during  June,  July,  and 
Aagnst,  1865,  be  closely  examined  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  the 
charges  ma<le  in  tbe  accompanying  accounts  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad, 
or  any  of  them,  have  been  paid  by  those  officers ;  and  lor  such  other  information  having 
any  bearing  ou  this  claim  as  the  examination  of  said  accounts  mav  develop. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office,  October  7 ,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  information  that  the  dis- 
borsing-acconiits  of  W.  H.  D.  Cochran  and  George  B.  Cadwallader,  for  the  months  of 
June,  Julyy  ftod  August,  1865,  show  no  payments  to  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Rail- 
road. 

A.  M.  GANGEWER,        jlp 
^  ^'  Actiup  Auditor.S 
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War  DKPAR-nTENT, 

October  11, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  with  request  fur  his 
opinion  in  the  light  of  his  experience  in  military  transportatiuu,  whether  (the  ahsence 
of  regular  proof  being  accounted  for)  the  evidence  now  before  the  Department  is  saf- 
icient  to  establish  the  claim  ;  and  with  authority,  if  desired,  to  send  a  suitable  ofificer 
or  agent  to  the  region  of  the  railroad,  to  make  any  investigation  likely  to  aid  the  De- 
partment in  arriving  at  a  Just  decision.      ^ 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  JTar, 


QUARTEKMASTER-G  KKEFAT/S  OFFICE, 

Octoher  19, 1875.  - 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War.  In  my  opinion  the  ev  i 
deuce  contained  in  these  papers,  verified  by  official  records,  establishes  the  fact  that 
the  portion  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  between  Richmond  and  Burkoville, 
fifty-three  and  a  half  miles,  was  turned  over  to  the  company  by  the  United  States  Mili- 
tary Railroad  Department,  June  17,  1865,  and  that  thereafter  the  management  and 
operation  of  that  portion  of  the  road,  and  the  expenses  incident  thereto,  were  assumed 
by  the  railroad  company. 

Therefore,  the  grounds  on  which  the  claim  was  disallowed  by  this  Office  March  10, 
1871,  viz:  "that  the  road  was  not  relinquished  to  the  company  until  July  4,  1865,"  are 
no  longer  tenable,  and  the  company  is  entitled  to  payment  for  all  transportation  serv- 
ices between  the  points  named  proved  to  have  been  rendered  for  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  from  June  17  to  July  4,  1865. 

This  account  is  for  such  services ;  the  ahsence  of  regular  proofs  is  accounted  for  ;  tho 
evidence  now  before  the  Department  establishes  the  facts: 

1.  That  the  United  States  has  made  no  payment  whatever  for  military  transportation 
services  rendered  by  the  company  during  the  alleged  period  of  these  services. 

2.  That  troops  and  paroled  prisoners  did  pass  over  th4  road  during  the  time. 

The  specific  dates  of  the  passage  of  each  detachment,  their  number,  and  the  respect- 
ive points  between  which  they  were  transported,  and  to  which  they  were  destined,  as 
set  forth  by  the  company,  are  statements  which,  it  seems,  cannot  be  either  verified  or 
disproved  from  official  records,  nor  do  I  think  that  an  agent  sent  at  this  late  date  to 
investigate  the  claim  in  the  region  of  the  railroad  could  throw  any  light  on  the  subject. 

In  my  opinion  the  evidence  now  before  the  Department  seems  sufiicient  to  establish 
the  fact  that  the  United  States  is  indebted  to  the  company  for  transportation  during 
the  period  co\  ered  by  the  account. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermnster-Generalf  Brevet  Alajor-Geiitralj  U,  S,  A, 


War  Department, 

October  iiO,  1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  tho  Secretary  of  War. 

Although  the  proof  presented  to  sustain  this  claim  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  is  desira- 
ble, yet  it  is  believed  to  besutficient,  under  the  circumstances,  to  warrant  the  payment 
for  the  services  as  stated,  at  the  rate  of  4^  cents  per  man  per  mile ;  and  it  is  accordingly 
recommended  that  the  papers  in  the  case  be  transmitted  to  the  accounting-officers  of 
the  Treasury,  through  the  Quartern! aster- General,  approved  for  pavment  at  that  rate. 

W.  M.  DUNN, 
Jasietant  Judge- Advocate-GenerdL 

October  20, 1875. 
Approved. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  October  21, 1875. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  for  settlement  in 
accordance  with  foregoing  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermaater-Oeneral,  Brevet  Major-General^  U»  S,  A, 

Quartermaster-General's  Ofpick, 

December  21, 1875. 
True  copies. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Dig  Quartermaeter,  U.  S.  A. 
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B. 

Quartekhaster-0£K£Ral'8  Office, 

November  1, 1875. 

Sir:  Herewith  are  respectfally  transmitted  two  claims  of  S.  Dodge— one  for  the 
transportation  of  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops,  consisting  of  Lieut.  W.  R. 
Dimbar  and  ten  enlisted  men  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  Oregon  Infantry,  from 
.Siletz  depot  to  the  head  of  tide-water  on  tlie  Yaquina  Bay,  Oregon,  and  hacJCj  {September 
2, 1865,  thirty-two  miles,  at  $8  per  man,  $^ ;  and  one  for  the  transportation  of  a  detach- 
ment of  United  States  troops,  consisting  of  Lieutenant  Dunbar  and  seven  enlisted  men  of 
Company  A,  First  Regiment  Oregon  Infantry,  from  Siletz  depot,  Oregon,  to  the  head  of 
tide-water  on  the  Yaquina  Bay,  Oregon,  sixteen  miles,  at  $4.50  per  man,  $36;  total,  $124. 

The  papers  on  which  these  daims  are  based,  are:  1.  Vouchers  for  the  services,  issued 
and  a^roved  by  Lieut.  Wm.  J.  Shipley,  First  Oregon  Infantry,  A.  A.  Q.  M.,  and 
commanding  at  Fort  Yamhill,  Oregon. 

2.  A  certificate  issued  by  Lieuteuant  Dunbar  under  date  of  January  12, 1867,  to  the 
eftect  that  the  transportation  was  furnished,  and  that  claimant  is  entitled  to  payment 
therefor. 

3.  An  indorsement  of  the  Adjntant-General  of  the  Army,  to  the  effect  that  the  claims 
are  properly  within  the  province  of  the  Quaiiierraaster-General  of  the  Army,  for  admin- 
istrative action,  providing  the  transportation  was  furnished  the  troops  speciied  therein. 

4.  Communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  effect  that  a  small 
detachment  of  troops  had  been  stationed  at  Siletz  agency  in  1866. 

These  claims  were  filed  in  this  Office,  October  5, 1874,  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Griswold,  of  Salem, 
Oregon.  On  November  28,  1874,  he  was  advised  that  as  the  officer  who  ift»ued  the 
vouchers  has  failed  to  report  the  services  to  this  Office  as  required  by  regulations, 
although  other  services  of  a  similar  nature  are  reported  and  have  Been  paid  by  him, 
and  in  view  of  the  long  delay  in  presenting  the  claims,  it  would  be  required  that  they 
be  sabetantiat«ed  by  affidavits  of  credible  persons  cognizant  of  the  facts,  and  an  espla- 
oation  he  made  of  the  delay  in  presenting  them  for  settlement. 

These  requirements  have  been  complied  with  by  Mr.  Griswold,  who  now  files  the 
following  papers : 

1.  Affidavit  of  G.  C.  Litchfield,  that  he  purchased  the  vonchers  from  Mr.  Dodge,  and 
8?Dt  them  to  Philip  Cohen,  his  correnpondent  at  Portland,  Oregon,  for  collection  from 
tbe  Quartermaster's  Department ;  that  he  was  informed  at  the  time  that  they  were  not 
pHid,  for  want  of  funds;  that  they  were  thereafter  lost  or  mislaid  by  Mr.  Cohen, and 
Dot  returned  to  the  affiant  nntil  some  time  in  1874.  when  by  his  order  they  were  sold 
to  Mr.  Griswold  ;  that  he  knows  that  Mr.  Do<lge  performed  the  services  as  stated. 

2.  Affidavit  of  R.P.  £arbart,  corroborating  Mr.  LitchfiekVs  affidavit,  and  stating  that 
b?  Mr.  Litchfield's  direction,  he  (the  affiant)  disposed  of  the  vonchers  to  Mr.  Griswold 
for  a  certain  consideration. 

3.  Affidavit  of  Benj.  Simpson,  who  was  Indian  agent  at  Siletz  agency  at  the  time  the 
alltjged  services  were  rendered,  to  the  effect  that  be  knows  the  services  were  rendered ; 
that  they  were  necessary;  that  the  troops  were  required  at  the  agency,  and  sent  on 
affianfs  requisition. 

4.  Affidavit  of  W.  J.  Shipley,  late  first  lieutenant  First  Oregon  Infantry  and  A.  A.  Q. 
M.,the  officer  who  issued  the  vouchers,  showing  the  necessity  for  the  services ;  that  the 
voochers  are  correct  and  just,  and  should  be  paid,  and  that  they  should  have  been 
reported  by  him  as  required  by  regiilations. 

5.  Affidavit  of  Philip  Cohen,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  to  the  effect  that  he  received  these 
vonchers  from  J.  G.  Litchfield,  for  collection  ;  that  they  were  not  paid  by  the  assistant 
paymaster  (?)  at  Portland  for  want  of  funds;  that  by  some  means  the  vouchers  after- 
ward got  among  some  of  his  private  papers  and  were  lost  until  the  spring  of  1874, 
when  they  were  found  and  returned  to  Mr.  Litchfield.  This  in  explanation  of  the  delay 
in  presenting  them  for  settlement. 

In  view  of  the  testimony  above  described,  settlement  of  these  claims  is  recommended 
when  Congress  shall  have  appropriated  funds  for  the  purpose. 
Mr.  Griswold  has  been  advised  of  this  action. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  INGALLS, 
Acting  QuariertMister'GeneraJj  BvU  Maj,  Gen,,  U,  6,  A. 
The  TsniD  Audhor  of  the  Tbeaaury. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  December  21, 1875. 
A  true  copy. 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
Quartei'maatev,  United  Stat^  Army, 
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Santa  F4  Stage  Company.    Claim  for  amounts  deducted  in  settlement  of  certain 
accounts  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  viz:  33^  per  cent,  of  tariff  rates. 
The  deductions  referred  to  are : 

From  account  paid  by  Col.  J.  A.  Potter,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  May  19, 1866. . .  ^607  00 

From  account  paid  by  Col.  J.  A.  Potter,  quartermaster,  U.  8.  A.,  May  19, 1866. .  •  857  00 

From  account  paid  by  Col.  J.  A  Potter,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  May  26, 1866. . .  113  34 

From  account  paid  by  Col.  J.  A.  Potter,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  May  26, 1866. . .  77  82 

From  account  paid  by  Col.  J.  A.  Potter,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  May  26, 1866. . .  11  67 

From  account  paid  by  Col.  J.  A .  Potter,  quartermaster,  U.  S.  A.,  July  13, 1866. . .  56  67 
From  accounts  settled  throngh  the  Qnartermaster-GeneraVs  Office  and  the 

Treasury  Department  in  1867 822  10 

Total 2,545  60 

On  examination  of  the  records  of  this  Office  and  of  the  Treasury  Department  it  is 
found  that  the  deductions  stated  were  actually  made. 

Mr.  George  K.  Otis,  agent  Santa  F^  Stage  Company,  in  a  letter  to  the  Acting  Quar- 
termaster-General, states  that  these  deductions  were  made  by  order  of  Qaartermaster- 
General  Meigs,  **  against  which  deduction  our  company  duly  protested.  Copy  of  said 
protest  I  send  herewith.'' 

The  protest  referred  to  consists  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  from  Mr.  Bradley 
Barlaw,  proprietor  of  the  stage-line,  dated  February  15, 1869,  (nearly  three  years  after 
the  settlements  were  made,)  complaining  that  full  rates  were  not  paid,  and  claiming 
the  same. 

In  that  letter  Mr.  Barlaw  states  that  he  accepted  the  payments  under  protest  at  the 
time. 

No  protest,  however,  accompanies  the  paid  accounts,  which  are  unqualifiedly  re- 
ceipted **  in  full  of  above  account." 

The  circumstances  of  the  reduction  of  33^  per  cent,  of  tariff  rates  are  that  the  same 
was  recommended  by  Colonel  Potter,  the  disbiirsing-offioer,  and  approved  by  the  Quar- 
termaster-General on  all  routes  west  of  the  Missouri,  where  the  Government  furnished 
escorts,  which  included  this  route. 

Mr.  Otis  states:  "  The  case  is  precisely  the  same  as  in  the  Overland  Stage-line,  where 
the  same  deduction  was  made,  and  which,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  re- 
funded them." 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  case  of  the  Overland  Stage  Company  referred  to  : 

In  1866  a  series  of  accounts,  193  in  number,  of  the  Overland  Stage  Company,  Over- 
land Mail  and  Express  Company,  and  Overland  Mail  Company,  Benjamin  Holladay, 
president,  for  military  transportation  from  the  spring  of  1864  to  October,  1865,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  $88,345.63,  were  settled  through  this  Office. 

These  accounts  were  settled,  as  rendered,  at  the  full  tariff-rates  of  the  company. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  Quartermaster-General  at  the  time,  however,  to  reduce  the 
rates  charged  by  the  company  for  military  transportation,  upon  the  following  general 
principles  and  for  the  following  reasons : 

Ist.  That  all  services,  as  well  as  supplies,  can  be  more  cheaply  furnished  on  a  large 
scale  than  to  individuals,  and  therefore  should  be  furnished  cheaper  to  Government — 
the  heaviest  customer  of  all. 

2d.  That  Government  should  not  submit  for  the  services  it  requires  to  the  excessive 
rates  which  a  monopoly  exacts  from  individuals,  but  pay  only  a  reasonable  and  just 
equivalent,  such  as  were  there  fair  competition  would  alone  be  demanded. 

SThese  principles  have  been  recognized  and  followed  in  the  settlement  of  transporta- 
tion-accounts throughout  the  war. 

Upon  ferries,  bridges,  and  turnpikes  a  reduction  is  made  of  50  per  cent,  upon  the 
charges  to  the  public. 

The  rate  paid  railroad  companies — two  cents  per  mile — is  equal  to  a  reduction  be- 
tween 50  and  33  per  cent,  upon  their  charges  to  the  public. 

Usual  stage -transportation  averages  not  above  eight  cents  per  mile.  This  road 
charges  about  thirty  cents  per  mile.  That  there  is  a  great  difference  between  this  and 
eastern  stage-routes  is  recognized. 

It  was  therefore  considered  by  the  Quartermaster-General  that  this  company  should 
be  allowed  its  own  tariff-rates,  with  a  deduction  upon  the  general  gronnds  above 
stated  of  33^  per  cent.,  making  a  rate  of  about  twenty  cents  per  mile,  which  was 
belie?ed  to  be,  taking  also  in  consideration  the  facilities  afforded  this  company  by 
Government,  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  services  rendered. 

The  reduction  of  rates  proposed  by  the  Quartermaster-General  was  not  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  full  rates  were  paid  to  the  company,  in  accordance  with 
the  following  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  October  1,  1867 : 

"It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  ad  tnterim,  that  there  should  have  been 
a  stipulation  arranged  with  the  proprietor  of  the  sfage-line  at  the  commencement  of 
the  transportation-service  to  be  performed,  fixing  the  rates  of  such  transportation.    In 
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de&ult  of  this,  and  in  view  of  all  the  facts,  it  is  concladed  that  Jastioe  requires  the 
allowance  of  33^  per  cent.,  hitherto  withheld. 
**  The  Qnartemiaster-General  will  accordingly  pay  that  amount.'' 
Eeepectfolly  submitted  to  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General.    • 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON. 

Quartermaster, 
July  3, 1875. 

quartbrmastkk-gknebal's  office, 

Januarjf  3, 1876. 
A  true  copy : 

HENRY  C.  HODGES, 
L.      .       ..  Quartemiaatery  United atatea  A>mj. 


D.—LUt  of  eJaima  pending  in  the  harracke  and  quartere  hranch,  Quartermaater-GenerdVe 
Office^  June  1,  1875,  tokichy  eince  that  date^  have  heen  recommended  for  allowance. 


Name  of  cUimanti 

Natnre  of 
claim. 

Amonnt 
of  claim. 

AroonDt 
approved. 

Date  of  ref. 
erence     to 
the  Treas- 
ury   and 
officers. 

Statements  in  regard  thereto. 

M-V.PUnk 

raorttmnder.... 

ThoroMHarrej 

G.H.Lab<»rt 

Joseph  Bedfern 

Serrioes.. 

Servioen.. 
Services . . 
Services.. 
Bepairs... 

•485  50 

435  50 
435  50 

435  50 
96  00 

$435  50 

435  50 
435  50 
435  50 
95  00 

June  9,1875 

June  2,1875 
June  3,1875 
Jane  9,1875 
Jane  16, 1875 

Referred  to  the  Third  Andltor  for 
settlement  from  any  appropria- 
tion applicable,  inviting  atten- 
lion  to    card-notes  of  General 
MehjTS.    (Copy  herewith.) 

Do. 

Do. 
Referred  for  payment  to  Mi^or  O. 
Bell,  acting  depot  qnartermaater, 
(by  Acting  QuartermasterOen- 
eraL) 

1,837  00 

1, 837  00 

Bespeetfiilly  sabmitted. 

RTTFU8  IKGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermaeter-Oentral,  Brevet  Majwr-Otneral,  XT.  8.  A, 
^jUARTEBMASTXB'GsKKBAL's  QpncB,  JaniMry  3, 1876. 


Quartbrmaster-Genrral's  Office, 

May  26,  1875. 
Caee  of  M.  V,  Plank  and  others. 

This  claim  depends  opon  tlie  meaning  of  the  articles  of  hiring;.    Tbey  si^ied  papers, 
covenanting  to  work  for  the  United  States  till  1st  of  Jane  ensniug ;  to  forfeit  oertain 
advantages  if  they  were  discharged  before  the  Ist  of  Jane  for  fanlt. 

The  officers  of  the  United  States  should  have  reserved  the  right  to  discharge  them 
Gooner  if  not  needed  for  the  fall  term,  or  if  money  gave  out.  The  nsnal  form  of  arti- 
cles in  such  cases  provides  for  service  till  a  date  certain,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Colonel  Tompkins  erred  in  his  instractions.  Whether  the  right  to  discharge  earlier 
remained  with  the  United  States  or  no,  is  a  legal  question,  which  ought,  I  think,  to  be 
approached  in  a  liberal  spirit  by  the  United  States  in  dealing  with  a  citizen  who  went 
to  so  distant  a  post. 

The  term  was  within  the  one  fiscal  year.  The  appropriation  for  barracks  and  quar- 
ters, under  which  they  were  employed,  was  originally  sufficient;  and  I  see  no  illegality 
in  the  contract.  But  it  is  not,  under  Supreme  Court  decision,  (Filor  case,)  legally 
binding  on  the  United  States,  as  it  had  not  the  approval  of  the  Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral, who,  had  it  been  brought  to  his  notice,  would,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  have  disap- 
proved it. 

Yet,  on  the  whole,  I  think  that  the  United  States  ought  to  allow  the  claim.  The 
men  had  a  right  to  expect  employment  for  the  full  term.  They  knew  nothing  of  the 
legal  meshes  of  the  case.  There  is  no  appropriation  now.  applicable,  I  presume.  If 
there  is,  send  the  papers  to  the  Third  Auditor,  with  these  notes,  and  recommend  settle- 
ment. If  there  is  not  it  must,  after  reference  to  the  Treasury,  wait  any  applicable 
appropriation  of  Congress. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 

o 
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LETTER 

FROM 

THE  CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

TRAXSMITTING, 

In  connection  toith  the  report  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-  Oeneral,  sent  to  the 
House  on  the  6th  instant^  statements  of  claims  passed  upon  by  the  Quarter- 
master-QeneraVs  Office  since  the  Acting  Quartermaster'' General  has  liad 
charge  thereof 


January  18, 187G.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaire,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Department,  January  14,  1876. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Hoase  of  Bepresentatives^ 
in  connection  with  report  of  the  Acting  QaartM^master-Oeneral,  trans- 
mitted to  the  Hoase  of  Bepresentatires  on  the  6th  instant,  in  response 
to  Hoase  resolation  of  the  15th  nltimo^  exhibits  A  to  H,  indasive,  to 
accompany  statements  of  the  claims  which  have  been  passed  apon  by 
the  Qaartermaster-General's  Office  since  the  Acting  Quartermaster- 
General  has  had  charge  thereof. 

H.  T.  CEOSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 


EXHIBIT  A. 

Washington,  D.  C,  1875. 
Claim  of  Jesse  Webster,  a  citizen  of  Hawkins  Connty,  Tennessee,  for  compensation 
fur  pasturing  26  horses  23  days,  at  25  cents  per  home  per  day,  $169.70 ;  corrected,  $149.50, 
alleged  to  liave  been  furnished  from  about  June  18^  1865,  in  Hawkius  County,  Tennes* 
see,  to  Sergeant  H.  M.  Hooper,  Company  D,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  a  certificate 
received  therefor. 

LOYALTY. 

Claimant  was  reported  disloyal  by  Colonel  A.  R.  Eddy,  January  20.  1871,  and  Janu- 
ary 30, 1871,  the  same  officer,  upon  a  re-investigation,  repovted  as  follows :  ^'  I  would 
re8T)ectful]y  state  that  evidence  has  since  been  received  through  Mr.  Drury,  the  agent 
maJung  the  investigation,  which  leads  me  to  reconsider  my  former  report,  and  pronounce 
Mr.  Webst<er  loyal  during  the  war.''  His  loyalty  is  also  certified  by  John  W.  Caldwell, 
postmaster  at  Rogersville,  Tennessee. 

The  evidence  as  to  the  property  having  been  furnished  and  used  is  as  follows :  The 
Rworn  statement  of  claimant,  dated  May  2, 1870,  setting  forth  that  the  pasturing,  as  above 
stated,  was  furnished  by  him  from  about  the  18th  of  June,  1861,  in  Hawkins  County, 
Tennessee,  to  H.  M.  Hooper,  sergeant  Company  D,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  for  the^ 
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use  of,  and  was  used  by^  the  United  States  Army ;  that  no  payment  has  been  made,  or 
compensation  received  in  any  way  for  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof ;  that  the  price 
charged  is  reasonable  and  just;  and  does  not  exceed  the  market-price  at  the  time  and 
place  stated. 

John  N.  Smith  and  Lazarus  King,  citizens  of  Hawkins  County,  Tennessee,  jointly 
testify  that  the  property  charged  for  was  used,  as  stated,  by  the  United  States  Army, 
and  that  the  charge  was  the  market-price  at  the  time  and  place  stated ;  that  they  know 
the  facts  stated  in  the  above  affidavit  are  true,  because  they  were  neighbors,  and  saw 
the  horses  in  the  pasture  every  day : 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  certificate  before  referred  to : 

Detachment  Company  D,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Jufie  18,  1865. 
I,  H.  M.  Hooper,  certify  on  honor  that  Jesse  Webster  has  furnished  pasture  for  the 
term  of  23  days  for  26  Government  horses,  for  which  the  Government  will  pay. 

H.  M.  HOOPER, 
First  Sergeant  Company  D,  2^inth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
Signature  verified  by  Second  Auditor  Treasury. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  February  28, 1871. 
Sir  :  You  are  respectfully  informed  that  the  claim  in  favor  of  Jesse  Webster,  of  Haw- 
kins County,  Tennessee,  for  value  of  certain  quartermaster  stores,  amounting  to  |169.70, 
filed  in  this  Office  May  2, 1870,  is  not  allowed. 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  unable  to  certify  that  he  is  convinced  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  claimant,  as  required  by  law  of  July  4, 1864,  before  reporting  the  claim  to  the 
Third  Auditor  with  recommendation  for  settlement. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON, 
Quartermaster^  United  States  Army. 
W.  S.  Kyle.  Esq., 

BogersviiUf  Tennessee, 

War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

WashingUm,  D.  C,  March  18, 1875. 
Sir  :  To  enable  this  Office  to  report  upon  the  merits  of  claim  of  Jesse  Webster,  of 
Hawkins  County,  Tennessee,  for  pasturage,  information  is  desired  as  to  whether  the 
signature  of  H.  M.  Hooper,  sergeant  Company  D,  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  attached  to 
the  inclosed  receipt,  is  genuine. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON. 
Quartermaster,  United  States  Army, 
The  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 


EXHIBIT  B. 

[CIRCULAR-HSECOND  COMPTROLLER'S  OFFICE.] 

Treasury  Department,  Kovemher  13, 1871. 
Sir:  My  attention  having  been  called  to  the  fact  that  claims  acainst  the  United 
States  which  have  been  submitted  for  adjudication  to  the  Court  of  Claims  are  some- 
times brought  before  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasuiy  for  hearing  and  determi- 
nation by  them  after  such  submission,  I  respectfully  request  that  no  such  claim  shall 
hereafter  be  entertained  by  the  accounting-officers,  but  that  the  same  be  left  for  the 
determination  of  the  Court  of  Claims. 

In  cases  where  a  claim  or  account  against  the  United  States  has  been  examined,  and 
a  decision  made  thereon  by  the  proper  accounting-officers,  I  reauest  that  no  such  case 
shall  be  re-opened,  except  upon  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  by  his 
dlreotion  in  writing. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 
Secretary  of  the  IVeaewry, 
Hon.  John  M.  Brodhead, 

/Second  Comptroller.  ^  , 
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NOTE  BY  THE  SECOND  COMPTROIXER. 

In  cases  of  the  second  class  tlie  proper  course  to  be  observed  is  to  make  the  applica- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  If  the  Secretary  shall  in  writing  direct  the  case 
to  be  re-opened,  the  Second  Comptroller  will  reanest  the  Auditor  (providing  his  exam- 
ination and  report  have  been  adverse  to  the  allowance  of  the  claim)  to  cause  an  ex- 
amination of  the  additional  evidence  and  facts  in  the  premises  to  be  made,  and  report 
the  result  of  his  examination  to  this  Office.  If  the  former  examination  and  report  of 
the  Auditor  were  in  favor  of  the  allowance  of  the  claim,  but  on  revision  by  the  Second 
Comptroller  the  action  of  the  Auditor  was  not  concurred  in  by  him,  the  Second  Comp- 
troller will  himself  causO'  the  examination  to  be  made. 

J.  M.  BRODHEAD, 

Comptroller. 
Treasury  Department,  Second  Comptroller's  Office, 

November  14, 1871. 


December  14,  1875. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  12th  instant,  the  claim  of  Henrietta  £ . 
Young,  executrix  of  the  estate  of  George  W.  Young,  deceased,  is  herewith  returned. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  November  13, 1871,  this  case  cannot  be  re-opened  except  upon  application  being  made 
by  the  claimant  to  that  officer,.and  then  by  his  direction  in  writing. 

When  the  allowance  of  ^,640  was  made  by  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army 
for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  estates  of  George  W.  Young,  he  had  under  considera- 
tion the  claims  of  said  Young  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  his  estates  of  "  Giesborough  " 
and  '^Nonesach,"  Washington  County,  District  of  Columbia,  made  February  28, 1866, 
for  the  sum  of  17,220 ;  March  2, 1866 ;  for  the  sum  of  $41,488.75 ;  and  May  22, 1866,  for  the 
sum  of  136,610.  The  ch&im  of  the  said  Young  of  March  2, 1866,  for  the  sum  of  $41,488.75, 
embraced  all  the  items  included  in  the  declaration  of  Henrietta  E.  Young,  executrix  of 
the  estate  of  the  said  Young,  deceased,  given  under  date  of  May  24, 1872,  being  the 
demand  now  made  upon  the  United  States.  October  23. 1866,  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral of  the  Army  recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  War  "that  the  said  sum  of  ^^640  be 
paid  the  aaid  Young  in  full  of  all  claims  against  the  United  States,  and  claimant  was  so 
notified."  And  the  said  sum  of  $2,640  was  received  by  Henrietta  E.  Young,  the  legal 
representative  of  the  estate  of  George  W.  Young,  deceased,  June  22, 1867,  without  pro- 
test, as  i)©r  war  warrant  2597,  June  18, 1867,  and  Treasury  draft  6562,  June  20, 1867.  The 
Qaartermaster-GeneraL  in  making  this  award,  considered  as  a  set-off  to  any  damages  that 
might  have  accrued  to  claimant  by  reason  of  the  use  smd  occupation  of  "  Giesborough  "  by 
his  Department  the  facts  that  for  the  torm  of  occupancy  of  '^Giesborough  Manor 'Minder 
the  lease,  from  August  12, 1863,  to  August  31, 1866,  claimant  had  been  paid  an  annual 
rental  of  $6,000 ;  the  land  had  been  greatly  enriched  by  the  thousands  of  animals  kept 
upon  it ;  miles  of  drainage  pipes  had  been  laid,  thereby  reclaiming  fifty  acres  of  swamp 
land  to  garden  land;  a  large  amount  of  new  fencing  had  been  constructod ;  valuable 
and  costly  wharfage  built ;  the  mansion  house,  bams,  and  outbuildings  repaired  and 
remodeled ;  new  buildings  erected  and  left  upon  the  premises — all  of  whicn  improve- 
ments made  by  the  Quartormastor's  Department  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  inured 
to  the  benefit  of  the  owner  of  the  property  without  any  immediate  compensation  being 
made  on  his  part  to  the  Government. 

J.  M.  BRODHEAD, 

Comptroller. 

Hon.  A.  Rutherford, 

Third  Auditor. 


Capitol  Hill,  No.  12  North  A  Street,  December  1,  1864. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Youn^,  of  the  Glesborongh  farm,  is  hard  up  for  want  of  the  ordinary 
income  from  his  farm,  hsheries  and  gardens,  since  they  were  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
Government.  He  has  been  unable  to  support  his  family  as  was  his  custom  in  winter 
in  town,  and  had  to  build  a  new  country  residence  on  another  farm  much  inferior  in 
productiveness  and  situation  to  this.  His  conduct  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebell- 
ion has  been  unexceptionable.  My  son,  Hugh  Ewing,  married  his  eldest  daughter, 
and  immediately  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  entered  the  service ;  being  interested 
in  the  familv,  I  laid  down  the  law  of  loyally  and  allegiance  at  once  to  Mr.  Young  and 
am  advised  he  has  foUowed  it  out  religiously.  Justice  demands,  and  his  situation  re- 
quires, that  he  be  paid  rent  for  his  property  without  waiting  for  the  tardy  action  of  Con- 
gress upon  it.    The  question  of  purchase  or  i)ermanent  rent  can  be  settled  afterward. 

The  past  year  has  been  much  more  productive  to  farmers  and  gardeners  than  former 
years,  a  fact  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  fixing  the  amounti^^JL  rout  &)r,^^^^£ 
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Bo  kind  enongli  to  attend  to  this  and  advise  me,  and  it  would  be  well  to  appoint 
some  one  to  meet  Mr.  Young  at  my  office,  or  some  other  designated  place,  to  fix  the 
amount  of  rent. 

'The  destruction  of  timber  and  fences  may  remain  an  open  question  till  Congress  de- 
termines the  question  of  purchase  or  permanent  rent. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

T.  EWING. 
Colonel  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary,  ^-c. 

[Indorsement.] 

Quarterma8TER-General*s  Office,  Deannher  6, 1864. 
*  Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,in  charge  of  the  first  division,  Quarter- 
master-General's Office,  for  report. 

By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

J.  J.  D.VNA, 
Colonel  Quavt€i'ma€te}''8  Department, 


No.  12  North  A  Street,  Washingt<m,  D.  C, 
Dear  Sir:  The  reference  to  the  Quartermaster-General  will,  I  fear, cause  much  delay, 
not  that  there  is  anything  for  him  to  examine,  for  Mr.  Young  has  held  about  forty  years 
entire  possession,  and  traces  his  title  back  by  deed  for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
all  which  were  examined  and  repoited  upon  by  the  solicitor  of  the  Department,  but  I 
understand  last  spring  the  reference  had  been  made,  and  went  to  the  Attorney-General's 
Office.  He  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  I  afterward  found  the  papers  were  with  yoa.  Cer- 
tainly such  reference  or  a  report  upon  it  is  not  necessary  to  enable  the  Department  to 
pay  rent  for  the  actual  time  they  have  possessed  the  house  and  grounds  and  kept  the 
occupant  out  of  possession ;  and  delay  has  become  a  serious  grievance  to  Mr.  Young.  I 
hope  an  arrangement  will  be  made  at  some  early  day  for  the  rent,  and  let  all  else  wait 
the  pleasure  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

T.  EWING. 
Col.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary,  ^o. 

[Indorsement.! 

Quahtkrmaster-General's  Office,  December  8, 1864. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  J.  A.  Ekin,  in  charge  of  the  first  division  of  the  Quarter- 
master-GeneraVs  Office,  in  connection  with  a  previous  paper  on  the  same  subject,  for 
report.    This  to  be  returned. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

J.  J.  DANA, 
Colonel  Quartermagter's  Department 


Capitol  Hill,  January  5, 1865. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  a  paper  relating  to  the  occupation  by  the  United  States  of  Mr. 
Young's  Giesborough  manor.    Will  call  to  see  you  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

T.  EWING. 
Col.  J.  A.  Ekix, 

Quartermaster-GeneraVs  Office, 

Col.  James  A.  Ekin, 

Quartermaster-GeneraVs  Office, 

Dear  Sir  :  In  behalf  of  Mr.  George  W.  Young,  I  present  the  following  estimate  of  the 
annual  sum  which  ought  to  be  paid  him  by  the  United  States  for  the  use  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  Giesborough  Manor  from  the  time  the  United  States  took  possession  to  Jan- 
nary  1, 1865,  premising  that,  as  the  tract  of  land  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  wanto  of 
the  United  States,  %rent  in  proportion  to  its  value  to  the  United  States  ought  to  be 
paid  for  it,  even  if  it  were  wnoliy  unproductive  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Young ;  and  as  it 
was  taken  withcnit  his  consent  it  will  certainly  be  but  moderate  justice  to  pay  hhn  what 
it  would  have  been  worth  to  him  had  he  remained  in  possession,  especially  if  that 
amount  does  not  exceed  its  value  to  the  United  States.  In  this  point  of  view  I  present 
an  estimate  of  its  value  to  Mr.  Young. 

The  manor  was  composed  of — 

1.  A  dwelling-house  occupied  by  Mr.  Young  and  family  as  a  residence,  a  smoke- 
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honae,  icc-honse,  houses  for  servauts,  bam,  stables  for  horses  and  cows,  hen-house,  fish- 
ing-houses, a  garden  and  orchard,  with  a  large  variety  and  choice  selection  of  fruits, 
apples,  pears,  peaches,  plums,  cherries,  and  smaller  fruits,  a  rich  and  fertile  garden- 
spot,  which  supplied  him  and  his  family,  including  servants,  with  all  tlieir  marketing. 
All  these  mav  be  of  small  value  to  the  United  States,  but  were  of  great  value  to  Mr. 
Young,  and,  being  just  what  he  wanted  and  when  he  wanted  them,  they  should  be  esti- 
mated according  to  their  value  to  him,  say  $2,000.  I  should  have  added  to  its  other 
supplies  fish  for  his  table,  which  w§re  f  nrnishwl  over  and  above  the  rent  for  the  fishery. 

2.  A  fishery,  which  he  rented  in  1858,  by  written  lease,  for  $600  cash ;  500  shad  and 
45,000  herring,  which,  as  they  were  nearest  to  the  market,  not  requiring  to  be  shipped, 
were  worth  about  $500.  The  lease  was  for  two  years,  but  leases  held  over  by  mutual 
consent.  Fishing  worth,  say,  in  all,  |1,100.  The  fisheries  on  the  Potomac  have  not  been 
80  productive  within  past  years  as  formerly,  though  the  price  of  fish  is  higher  and  the 
sales  better.  The  fishery  may  be  fairly  set  down  at  $800.  The  beach  is  worth  to  the 
United  States  more  than  ten  times  the  value  of  the  fishery  destroyed. 

3.  The  farm  was  composed  of,  first,  three  hundred  acres  choice  bottom-land,  rich  and 
kindly  for  cultivation.  It  produced  in  the  worst  seasons  thirty-five  bushels  of  com  to 
the  acre ;  in  good  season,  fifty  bushels.  In  1863,  seventy-five  acres,  then  in  com,  pro- 
duced fifty  bushels  to  the  acre,  though  that  was  not  generally  a  fruitful  season.  The 
average  produce  would  beCorty  bushels,  equal  to  twelve  thousand  bushels,  the  products 
for  the  year  1864,  if  planted  in  com,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  fodder. 

Com  is  now  worth  in  market  $1.75  per  bushel,  which  would  make  the  corn  on 

the  three  hundred  acres  of  bottom-land  worth $21,000 

Podder  worth,  say,  $5  per  acre 1,500 

22,500 
Deduct  for  cultivation,  gathering,  &c 6,500 

Leaves  net 16,000 

This  bottom-land  Is  finely  adapted  to  garden-culture,  much  bett-er  than  any  other 
iand  equally  near  the  city,  and,  rented  for  a  garden,  would  give  a  much  larger  product 
than  in  corn  or  other  rough  cultivation. 

Mr.  Toung  had  four  gardener's-houses  on  the  land,  rented  in  1863  a  small  part  of  it 
for  gardens,  and  was  prepared  to  rent  more  largely  in  1861.  In  1853  fifteen  acred  let 
to  the  sharers  paid  him  $1,750. 

2.  There  is  also  one  hundred  acres  of  good  side-lying  land,  eoual  to  the  best  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Washington,  not  Potomac  bottom,  worth  annually  $10  per  acre,  $1,000. 

3.  There  is  fklso  two  hundred -and  twentv-five  acres  of  wood  and  timber  land,  in 
which  there  is  a  fine  spring  near  Fort  Carroll  and  used  by  the  United  States  for  several 
ye&TS.    This  f  arniahed  good  wood-pasturo  and  was  worth  per  year  $500. 

We  have  then — 

1.  The  house,  outhouses,  &c $2,000 

2.  The  fisheries 800 

3.  Three  hundred  acres  of  bottom,  corn,  and  garden  land 15, 000 

4.  One  hundred  acres  side-lying  farming-land 1,000 

5.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  oi  wood-pasture,  &c 500 

SO,  300 

This  sum  it  would  have  been  worth  to  Mr.  Young  for  the  past  year,  had  he  been 
suffered  to  retain  it.    It  is  and  was  worth  greatly  more  to  the  United  States. 

1863. — ^For  the  year  1863  farm-products  were  much  less  valuable  and  the  United 
States  had  the  estate  but  five  months.  The  least  prodaotion  of  the  year,  Mr.  Young 
received  for  the  products  of  that  year — 

1.  Of  the  United  States,  for  corn  and  fodder  on  seventy-five  acres  of  com 

standing  on  the  ground,  $4, 300 ;  and  for  hay  in  the  mow,  $1, 000 5, 300 

2.  For  wheat,  oats,  and  rye  sold  he  received 1,260 

3.  For  garden-rents -- 2,750 

4.  He  had  the  fishery  and  tne  use  of  the  house,  &o.,  for  seven  months,  worth, 

say 2,000 

*  11,310 

The  United  States  used  the  bouse  and  all  the  ground  for  five  months  of  the  year 
1^63,  used  or  destroyed  all  the  f rait  which  ripened  after  September  1.  Interfered 
materially  with  the  late  garden-products,  and  destroyed  or  consumed  the  fall-pasture. 
A  moderate  estimate  for  these  five  months  would  be  $2,500,  about  sufficient  to  cover  the 
'damage  to  Mr.  Young  by  its  occupation.  j 
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I  say  nothing  of  the  injury  to  the  fences,  timber,  and  wood.  If  the  United  State» 
purchase,  these  will  be  unimportant ;  if  not,  they  may  be  subjects  of  future  consid- 
eration. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  T,  Ewing. 

flndorsoment  on  foregoing  letter.} 

Quartermastek-General's  Office,  First  Division, 

Washington,  D,  C,  January  10,  1865. 
The  within  communications,  addressed  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  and  to  thi» 
office  by  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  relative  to  the  occupation  by  the  united  States  of  the 
Giesborough  manor,  are  respectfully  referred  to  Captain  L.  Lowry  Moore,  assistaat 
quartermaster,  for  remark. 


These  papers  to  be  returned. 


JAl^fES  A.  EKIN, 
Colonel  in  Charge^  4^e, 


Office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster^ 

Giesborough,  D.  C,  January  20, 1865. 

Colonel  :  I  would  respectfully  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  statement  rela- 
tive to  the  rent  or  valuation  of  the  *' Young  estate,"  now  held  by  the  United  States  as 
a  depot  for  horses.  This  estimate  is  based  upon  tne  rents  of  land  such  as  this  in  the 
vicinity,  and  also  from  former  tenants  of  Mr.  Young,  who  have  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing portions  of  this  and  the  other  tracts,  for  truck  or  garden  purposes.  The  parties 
state  that,  for  the  portion  so  worked,  they  paid  Mr.  Young  at  the  rate  of  $20  per  acre. 
Mr.  Young  had  also  other  portions  worked  on  "  shares." 

From  imormation  obtained  through  Mr.  Provost,  e^eneral  superintendent  of  the  depot, 
we  learn  that  for  all  the  low-land  comprised  in  the  **  bottom"  as  represented  by  Mr. 
Young,  and  estimated  at  three  hundred  acres,  $20  per  acre  would  be  a  fair  valuation. 
It  appears  to  be  all  available  for  garden-purposes.  This  would  bring  to  Mr.  Young  an 
annual  rental  of  $6,000.  His  fisheries,  I  shonld  think,  were  not  placed  at  too  high  a  valu- 
ation at  $800,  the  value  estimated  by  Mr.  Young. 

The  houses  and  stabling  should  not,  we  think,  be  over  $1, 500,  while  the  100  acres  of 
side  hill  would  probably  be  worth  about  $5  per  acre.  Thus  summii^  up  the  value 
of  the  estate,  annually,  would  be  :  ^ 

Houses,  stabling,  &c $1,500 

300  acres  of  bottom-land,  at  $20 6,000 

100  acres  of  upland,  at  $5 509 

Fishery * ttOa 

8,800 

Incidentals  might  make  this  estimate  $9,000,  which,  I  believe,  would  be  a  just  com- 
pensation for  the  use  of  Mr.  Young's  property. 

Again,  taking  Mr.  Young's  own  estimate  of  the  products  of  the  bottom-land  wheii 
planted  in  com,  at  40  bushels  per  acre  and  $1.75  per  bushel,  would  bring  $70  per  acre. 
Allowing  one-half  to  tenant,  tne  usual  terms  of  renting  land  "  on  shares, "  would  give- 
Mr.  Young  $35  per  acre.  From  this  deduct  $20,  a  very  reasonable  allowance  for  the 
necessary  manure  per  acre,  would  be  allowing  Mr.  Young  a  net,  income  of  $15  per  acre, 
or  $4,500  for  the  300  acres  comprised  in  bottom-land.  The  fodder,  at  $5  per  acre,  Mr. 
Young's  own  estimate,  would  be  $1,500,  thus  making,  in  all,  $6,000  for  the  low  land,  or 
same  as  previous  estimate. 

The  above  we  believe  to  be  a  fair  and  just  valuation  of  the  manor,  and  is  respectfully 
submitted  for  your  consideration. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

L.  LOWRY  MOORE, 
Captuin,  Assistant  Quartermaster  and  Depot  Quartermaster^ 
Col.  James  A.  Ekix, 

First  Division,  Quartermaster' OeneraVs  Office,  Washington,  D,  C, 


•        Quartermaster-General's  Office,  First  Division, 

Washington  City,  Felnruary^J,  1865. 

The  communications  of  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing,  dated,  respectively,  Capitol  Hill,  Ko.  12 
North  A  street,  December  1, 1864,  and  No.  12  North  A  street,  Washington,  relative  to» 
the  daim  of  Mr.  Young,  growing  out  of  the  occupancy  of  the  Giesborough  estate  by  tke 
Government,  referred  on  the  6th  and  8th  of  that  month  to  this  division  for  report,  mreh 
herewith  respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  marked  A  and  B. 
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On  the  14th  of  December,  1864,  a  communication  to  Lient.-Col.  C.  G.  Sawtelle,  chief 
(Quartermaster,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  requesting  certain  information  to  enable  me 
to  make  a  satisfactory  report,  (Copy  herewith,  marked  C.)  To  this  communication 
no  reply  had  been  received  up  to  the  6th  instant,  and  oi^  that  day  a  copy  of  the  same, 
with  the  indorsement  marked  D,  was  transmitted  to  him.  No  answer  has  yet  been 
received. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1865,  a  communication  was  received  from  Hon.  Thomas  Ewing, 
dated  the  5th  of  that  month,  (herewith  respectfully  transmitted,  marked'E,)  inclosing 
a  paper  (herewith,  marked  F)  presenting,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Young,  an  estimate  of  the 
annual  sum  which,  in  his  judgment,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  use 
and  occupation  of  the  Giesborough  manor. 

On  the  10th  of  January,  1865,  the  two  last-mentioned  papers,  E  and  F,  with  the  com- 
munications marked  A  and  B,  were  referred  by  me  to  Capt.  L.  Lowry  Moore,  assistant 
ciuartermaster,  Giesborough  depot,  for  report. 

On  the  2SM  of  January,  1865,  the  report  of  Capt.  L.  Lowry  Moore,  assistant  quarter- 
master, dated  the  21st  of  that  month,  was  received  at  this  office,  and  is  herewith  respect- 
folly  trausmittedy  marked  G.  This  paper  has  been  retained  until  the  present  time  in 
daily  expectation  of  receiving  a  report  from  Col.  C.  G.  Sawtelle,  wldch,  as  before 
remarked^  has  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

The  estimate  presented  in  the  report  of  Capt.  L.  Lowry  Moore,  assistant  quartermaster, 
appears  to  me  to  be  Just  and  equitable.  As,  however,  this  estimate  differs  widely  from 
tiiat  presented  by  tne  claimant,  I  would  repectfully  recommend  that  the  claim  be 
referred  for  report  to  a  board  of  officers,  consisting  of  M^.  £.  D.  Welch,  military 
inspector,  Giesborough;  Capt.  George  T.  Browning,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Capt.  J. 
T.  Powers,  assistant  quartermaster,  aU  of  whom  are  practical  gentlemen,  familiar  with 
agricultural  operations. 

Although  there  seems  to  be  no  official  record  of  the  fact,  I  am  fully  satisfied,  upon 
inquiry,  that  the  grounds  of  the  Giesborough  manor  were  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Government  for  the  use  of  the  cavalry  depot,  on  or  about  the  13th  of  August,  1863. 
They  have  continued  to  be  thus  occupied  since  that  date. 

JAMES  A.  EKIN, 
Colonel  in  Charge,  First  Divi^iony  Quartermaster- GeneraVs  Office, 


Washington,  March  9, 1865. 
Sir:  Your  rep<nrt  upon  the  Giesborouffh  rent,  which  is  before  the  Department,  gives  the 
owner  lees  for  the  year  1864  by  one-half,  and  more  than  the  property  would  have  netted 
in  the  hands  of  an  ordinary  thrifty  farmer;  but  as  the  United  States  has  the  possession 
and  the  power,  he  must  take  what  you  choose  to  give  him.  But  there  is  one  thing  un- 
settled in  the  report,  for  which  it  is  referred  back  to  you,  namely,  the  taxes.  I  do  not 
know  what  rule  you  adopt  with  respect  to  them,  but  they  ought  not  to  be  charged  upon 
the  owner  or  left  to  encumber  the  laud,  especially  in  this  case,  where  the  improvements 
by  the  United  St&tes  will  increase  the  taxes  tenfold. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 


T.  EWING. 


General  Mcigs. 

[Indomctnent.] 
Referred  to  the  Qnart4»rma.Htor-General  for  report. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

C.  A.  DANA, 

Assistant  Secretary, 
[  Indorsement  1 
Quartermaster-Gekeral^s  Office,  March  20, 1865. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  improvements  (buildings)  erected 
by  the  Unite<l  States  are  the  property  of  the  Government,  and  should  not  be  taxed 
against  the  proprietor. 

The  land  will  be  vastly  increased  in  value  by  the  deposit  of  manure  from  many  thou- 
sand animals  fed  upon  it  with  food  brought  from  a  distance. 

The  taxes  aiN>n  part  of  the  property  should  in  this  case,  as  usual,  be  paid  by  the 
proprietor. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 


Office  Chief  Quartermaster,  Miutary  Division  of  Mississippi, 

Xew  Orleans,  February  25, 1865. 
CoLONKL :  In  reply  to  a  communication  from  your  Office  requesting  information  con- 
cerning the  taking  possession  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Washington  Young,  at  Giesborough, 
for  Uieporpoee  of  establishing  thereon  a  cavalry  depot,  1  have  to  state  that,  under  the 
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direct  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Major-General  Stoneraan,  then  chief  of  cavalry 
bureau,  carefully  examined  the  districts  within  the  limits  of  which  the  Secretary  had 
directed  the  depot  to  be  established.  General  Stoueman  selected  the  farm  of  Mr.  Toong 
as  meeting  the  required  conditions  better  than  any  other  locality  within  the  districts 
to  which  he  was  limited,  and  directed  me  to  take  possession  of  same,  and  commence  at 
once  the  construction  of  the  wharves,  buildings,  &c.,  necessary  for  the  proposed  de- 
pot. The  farm  was  taken  possession  of  on  the  12th  of  Angnst,  1863.  Ko  agreement 
was  made  between  Mr.  Yonng,  the  owner  of  the  estate,  and  myself.  Mr.  Youn^  was  ad- 
vised by  General  Stoneman  and  myself  to  make  a  formal  proposition  in  writing  as  to 
the  amount  of  rent  he  deemed  nroper  and  just.  Such  a  proposition  was  made  ny  Mr. 
Young,  and  also  a  proposal  to  sell  the  Government  his  entire  estate,  both  of  which  pro> 
posals  were  made  to  General  Stoneman,  and  were  forwarded  by  him  (with  an  expression 
of  his  opinion,  I  think)  to  the  War  Department  for  the  information  and  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  An  appraisal  was  made  of  the  value  of  the  buildings  on  the  estate 
by  two  persons,  one  appointed  by  and  for  the  Government,  the  other  by  Mr.  Young. 
This  appraisal  was  also  submitted  to,  and  is  no  doubt  on  file  in.  the  War  Department. 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  know  that,  when  General  Stoneman  and  myself 
first  had  a  personal  interview  with  Mr.  Young  and  informed  him  of  the  necessity  of 
taking  possession  of  his  estate  for  military  purposes,  he  signified  to  Greneral  Stoneman 
and  myself  that,  if  the  United  States  Government  would  purchase  the  entire  estate 
from  him,  he  would  prefer  that  method  of  settling,  and  indicated  that,  in  round  num- 
bers, ^100,000  would  satisfy  him. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  SAWTELLE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Quartermaster  Militanf  Division  of  West  MissieeippL 

Col.  James  A.  Ekix, 

In  charge  First  Division,  Quartermaster-GeneraVs  Office,  Waehingtonj  D.  C. 


Quastermaster-Gexkral's  Office,  First  Division, 
Washington,  March  11,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  report  of  the  27th  ultimo  on 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Young,  growing  out  of  the  occupancy  by  the  Government  of  the  Giesbor- 
ough  estate.  I  have  received  a  communication,  dated  the  25th  ultimO||^from  Lieut.  Col. 
C.  G.  Sawteile,  chief  quartermaster  military  division  of  West  Mississippi,  (who  was  chief 
(^quartermaster  of  theoavalry  bureau  at  the  time  the  estate  referred  to  was  taken  poseea- 
sion  of,)  in  reply  to  a  letter  on  the  subject  which  I  addressed  to  him  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  requesting  certain  information  to  enable  me  to  make  a  satisfactory  report. 

In  the  communication  of  Colonel  Sawteile  it  is  stated  that "  Mr.  Yonng  was  advised  by 
General  Stoneman  and  myself  (Colonel  Sawteile)  to  make  a  formal  proposition  in  writing 
as  to  the  amount  of  rent  he  deemed  proper  and  just.  Such  a  proposition  was  made  by  Mr. 
Young,  and  also  a  proposal  to  sell  to  the  Government  his  entire  estate,  both  of  which 
proposals  were  made  by  General  Stoneman,  and  were  forwarded  by  him  (with  an  expres- 
sion of  hiB  opinion,  I  think)  to  the  War  Department  for  the  information  and  orders  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  An  appraisal  was  made  of  the  value  of  the  buildings  on  the 
estate  by  two  persons,  one  appointed  by  and  for  the  Government,  the  other  by  Mr.  Young. 
This  appraisal  was  also  submitted  to,  and  is  no  doubt  on  file  in,  the  War  Department." 

In  view  of  these  important  statements,  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  further  action 
upon  the  claims  of  Mr.  Young  be  suspended  until  an  additions  report  in  the  light  of 
these  new  facts  can  be  submitted  by  this  division.  In  the  mean  time  I  would  respect- 
fully request  that  application  be  made  to  the  War  Department  for  the  papers  referred  to 
by  Colonel  Sawteile,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  this  Office  for  future  report. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  EKIN, 
Brevet  Bngadier-General,  in  charge  First  Division,  Quartarmaster-GeneraVs  Office. 

Major-General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quariermaster-General  U.S.  A, 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  7, 1865. 
General:  Please  give  instructions  to  Captain  Browning, assistant  quartermaster  at 
Giesborough,  to  take  up  and  bear  on  his  property-returns  hereaf  t-er,  while  the  property  is 
in  Government  occupation,  the  '*  Giesboro'  manor,"  including  625  acres  of  land  and  the 
dwellings  and  improvements  thereon,  on  the  Eastern  Branch,  opposite  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  to  pay  rent  therefor  to  George  Washington  Young  at  the  rate  of  $6,000  per 
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antmm^  oominenciug  on  the  Ist  of  March ,  1885,  to  which  date  ho  has  been  paid  for  the 
Qse  thereof. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  DANA, 
Cotonelf  Quartermaster  iJivitiion. 
Brevet  Brifjadier-General  James  A.  Ekin, 

In  charge  First  Division  QuartennaHter-GeneraVs  Office ^ 

Washington  J  D,  C. 

True  copies  from  the  records  of  first  division,  Quartermaster-Gen eraVs  Office. 

JAMES  A.  EKIN, 
Breret  Brigadier-General,  in  charge  First  Dimsion,  Quartermaster-GeneraVs  Office, 
March  10. 1366. 


Depot  Quauterm aster's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  10,  1872. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  retnrn  herewith  the  claim  of  Henrietta  E.  Young* 
widow  and  executrix  of  George  W.  Young,  deceased,  for  standing*  timber  cut  by  the 
United  Stat-es  and  fencing  used  for  fuel ;  also  for  houses  or  bnildings  taken  down  and 
nsed  as  building-materinlon  two  farms,  viz :  Giesborough  and  Nonesuch,  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  D.  C.  From  the  best  evidence  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I  find  that  on 
tbe  Giesborough  farm  there  was  325  acres  of  wood-land,** consisting  of  oak,  chestnut,  and 
other  hanl  wood,  that  wonld  have  cut  at  the  time  40  cords  per  acre.  And,  upon  exam- 
ining the  woods,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  was  cut  upon  an  average  at  least  15  cords  of 
wood  to  the  acre,  the  amount  claimed.  This  timber  was  cut  first  by  troops  stationed 
on  and  near  this  farm  in  1861,  and  used  for  fuel ;  also  in  1862  and  186:3.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1863  the  Quartermaster's  Department  took  possession  of  this  property  and  used 
it  for  a  eavalry-depot,  and  continued  in  possession  of  it  until  August  31, 1866.  A  por- 
tion of  the  timl)er  cut  was  used  in  building  the  wharves  on  this  property,  as  piles,  &c. 
Tliis  farm  was  inclosed  by  a  jiost-and-rail  fence  and  division-fences  ot^  four  rails  and 
one  post  to  a  panel  10  feet  long,  making,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  3,185  panels  of 
fence  which  was  used  for  fuel  by  United  States  troops  and  employ^  from  June,  1861 
to  August,  1866.  The  United  States  left  on  the  farm  about  394  panels  of  running  plank- 
fence  with  one  post  to  a  panel,  which  is  to  be  deducted  from  tiie  quantity  used  by  the 
United  States.  Claimant  asks  to  be  paid  for  certain  houses  that  were  taken  down  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  they  being  in  the  way  of  constructing  other  build- 
ines,  and  the  material  used.  There  was  a  corn-house  and  sheds,  ice-house,  meat-house 
taken  down,  and  such  lumber  as  was  serviceable  was  used  by  the  Government  for  build- 
ing-purposes, and  from  diniensions  given  and  obtained  it  has  been  estimated  by  a  prac- 
ticslbuilder  and  carpenter  to  be  1^,630  feet  of  lumber  and  2,000  bricks  used.  The 
overseer's  house  was  occupie<l  by  the  United  States  until  1865,  when  it  accidentally^ 
took  fire  and  burned  down.  This  house  being  occupied  is  considered  rented  property 
belonging  to  the  farm,  for  which  rent  has  been  paid  by  the  Government.  l*he  lumber, 
beingJieretofoFe  used  and  second  handed,  was  not  worth  more  than  $20  per  thousand 
and  bricks  $9  per  thousand.  I  find  a  report  in  the  accompanying  pajiers,  made  in 
March  1866,  by  Captains  Browning,  Moore,  and  Du  Puy,  late  assistant  quartermasters, 
that  these  bnildings  were  paid  for  by  tbe  United  States  at  the  time  they  were  taken 
down,  but  the  claimant  says  they  were  not.  The  mansion  house  was  occupied  as  offi- 
cers^ quarters,  and  by  examination  I  find  that  the  improvements  made  to  it  are  as  fol-  ' 
lows:  A  part  of  the  main  hall  was  partitioned  off  and  added  to  one  room,  and  a  door 
cot  between  two  rooms  for  the  convenience  of  the  officers.  It  was  a  board-partition 
and  still  remains.  Two  arches  were  closed  up  between  the  piazza  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  house  and  a  summer  dining-room,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  bed-room  of  it, 
and  a  sinall  one-story  frame-room  built  to  the  south  end  of  the  house,  making  another 
room,  all  for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  tbe  officers,  which  still  remains.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  all  tbe  improvements  made  to  the  dwelling  would  not  exceed  |i200. 
Tbe  bam  also  was  added  to  and  altered  so  as  to  convert  it  into  a  chapel.  I  have  been 
informed  by  those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  facts  that  the  improvements  to  the 
mansion,  bam,  and  the  fence  heretofore  mentioned  in  this  report  are  all  that  the  Gtov- 
emment  left  on  the  property  that  was  not  sold  at  public  auction. 

The  Nonesuch  farm  consisted  of  151f  acres  of  well-timbered  land  that  would  have  cut 
40  cords  of  wood  to  the  acre.  This  timber  was  cut  by  the  Engineer  Department  under 
the  order  of  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  (a  cony  of  a  certificate  from  him  and  also  Col.  B.  S.  Alex- 
ander,) see  herewith  inclosed,  which  agrees  with  his  official  rejiort  as  to  the  number 
of  acres  cut  over,  now  on  file  m  the  Engineer  Department.  A  portion  of  this  timber  was 
nsed  in  constructing  and  building  Forts  Meigs,  Dupont,  Davis,  and  Baker.  The  most 
of  this  wood  was  cut  into  cord- wood  by  the  United  States—Camp  Barry  and  all  the  j 
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troops  encampod  in  that  vicinity — from  the  summer  of  1861  to  1865.  It  wa«  also  wag- 
oned to  Washington  to  the  varioiis  hospitals  in  the  winter  of  1862  and  1863.  United 
States  troops  stationed  near  Good  Hope  used  some  of  this  timber  in  ei-ectinglog-hoases 
for  quarters.  The  claimant  himself  had  cut  and  did  sell  from  this  same  timber  cut  by 
the  Engineer  Department  1,100  cords,  which  he  credits  the  United  States  with  in  his 
claim.  I  cannot  ascertain  from  the  Engineer  Department  how  much  of  the  timber  vrss 
used  from  this  laud  in  the  construction  of  those  fortifications ;  probably  it  was  one- 
third,  the  balance,  excepting  the  1,100  cords  cut  by  the  claimant ;  the  remainder  was 
used  for  fuel  by  the  United  States.  There  was  also  used  and  burned  from  this  farm  six 
hundred  panels  of  post-and-rail  fence  of  five  rails  and  one  post  per  panel  10  feet  long. 
There  wa«  another  piece  of  land  owned  by  claimant,  ac^oining  Nonesuch,  in  Prince 
George's  County,  they  claim  was  cut  100  cords  of  wood  and  used  as  fuel  by  the  United 
States.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  50  cords  of  wood  would  be  a  liberal  allowance  for  the 
quantity  cut,  as  it  was  out  here  and  there  through  the  woods,  and  not  by  the  acre. 
The  price  charged  by  the  claimant  is  an  exorbitant  one — wood  standing  sold  in  that 
neighborhood  in  1863  for  |2  per  cord,  (oak. )  Meitzer  &  Dobbins,  contractors,  paid  Mr.  T. 
Owen  Berry  that  price  per  cord  for  standing  oak  wood  in  1863.  The  fence,  if  paid  for, 
will  have  to  be  commuted  to  cord-wood  at  eighty  rails  or  posts  to  a  cord.  Mrs.  Young 
was  loyal  to  the  United  States  during  the  late  rebellion.  In  my  judgment,  after  a  care- 
ful investigation  of  this  claim,  the  above  report  is  correctly  made. 
I  am,  general,  very  re8i>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  L.  HAWKINS. 
General  William  Myers, 

Bepot  QuurtermMiei'. 


Depot  Quartermasteu's  Office, 

Washington,  I),  C\  August  2:5, 1872. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  claim  of  Henrietta  £.  Young, 
widow  aud  executrix  of  George  W.  Young,  deceased,  for  value  of  standing  timber  and 
fencing  used  by  the  United  States,  also  for  materials  taken  from  certain  buildings  on 
two  farms  known  as  Giesborough  and  Nonesuch,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
stated  at  $34,422.75,  referred  fi'om  your  Office  June  11, 1872,  for  report  and  recommen- 
dation. A  thorough  and  careful  investigation  has  been  made  of  tuis  cjise  by  an  agent 
of  this  office,  who  submits  the  following  report,  in  which  I  concur,  viz: 

"  From  the  best  evidence  I  have  been  able  t<o  obtain.  I  find  that  on  the  Giesborongh 
farm  there  were  225  acres  of  wood-land,  consisting  of  oak,  chestnut,  and  other  hard  wood 
that  would  have  yielded  at  the  time  40  cords  per  acre.  Upon  examining  the  woods  I 
am  satisfied  that  there  was  cut  upon  an  average  at  least  15  cords  of  woo«l  t^)  tlio  acre, 
the  amount  claimed.  This  timber  was  felled  first  by  troops  on  and  near  the  farm  in 
1861  and  used  for  fuel;  also  in  1862  and  1863.  In  the  summer  of  18t33  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  took  possession  of  this  property,  and  used  it  for  a  cavalry  depot 
continuously  until  August  31,  1866.  A  portion  of  the  timber  cut. was  used  in  building 
wharves.  This  farm  was  inclosed  by  a  post-and-rail  fence,  with  divibi<m-feuee8  of  four 
rails  and  post  to  each  panel  10  feet  long,  making,  as  near  as  can  be  ascert-ained,  3,185 
panels,  which  was  used  as  fuel  by  United  States  troops  and  onnloy^  from  June,  1861, 
to  August,  1866.  The  United  States  left  on  the  farm  about :  94  panels  of  plank-fence, 
which  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  quantity  above  stated.  Claimant  asks  to  be  paid  for 
certain  materials  used  by  the  United  States,  and  derived  by  tearing  down  certain 
houses  in  the  way  of  constructing  other  buildings.  There  was  a  corn-house,  fish-house 
and  sheds,  ice-house,  and  meat-house  taken  down,  and  such  lumber  as  was  serviceable 
used  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  building-mirposes.  From  dimensions 
given  and  obtained  it  has  been  estimated  by  a  practical  builder  and  carpenter  that 
22,630  feet  of  lumber  and  2,000  bricks  were  thus  used.  The  overseer's  house  was  occu- 
pied by  the  United  States  until  1865,  when  it  accidentally  took  fire  and  burned  to  the 
ground.  Rent  has  been  paid  by  the  Government  for  this  occupation.  The  materials 
taken  from  the  above-enumerated  buildings  were  second-hand  and  not  worth  more 
than  120  per  thousand  feet  lumber  and  ^  per  thousand  bricks. 

**  I  find  a  report  in  the  accompanying  papers,  made  in  March,  1866,  by  Captains  Brown- 
ing, Moore,  and  Dupuy,  late  assistant  quartermasters,  that  the  ouildings  were  paid 
for  by  the  United  States  at  the  time  they  were  taken  down,  but  claimant  says  they 
were  not. 

^'The  mansion  house  was  occupied  as  officers'  quarters,  and  by  examination  I  find 
that  improvements  were  made  as  follows :  A  part  of  the  main  hall  was  partitioned  off 
and  added  to  one  room,  and  a  door  was  cut  between  two  rooms,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  officers.  The  partition  was  made  of  boards  and  still  remains.  Two  arches  were 
closed  between  the  piazza  on  the  east  side  of  the  house  and  a  summer  dining-room,  in 
order  to  make  a  bed-room  of  it,  and  a  small  one-story  frame-building  was  built  to  the 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


CLAIMS  PASSED  UPON  BY  ACTING  QUARTERMASTER-GENEEAL,     11 

sonth  end  of  the  boose,  making  another  additional  room.  These  improvements  still 
remain,  and  I  am  of  tbe  opinion  that  their  value  does  not  exceed  $200.  The  bam  was 
also  added  to  and  altered  so  as  to  convert  it  into  a  chapel.  I  have  been  informed  by 
those  acquainted  with  the  facts  that  the  improvements  to  the  mansion  and  bam,  and 
the  fence  heretofore  mentioned,  are  all  that  the  Orovernment  left  on  the  property  that 
-were  not  sold  at  public  auction. 

"  The  Nonesuch  farm  consisted  of  151f  acres  of  well-timbered  land  that  would  have 
cnt  40  cords  of  wood  to  the  acre.  This  timber  was  felled  by  the  Engineer  Department 
apon  the  order  of  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  (see  copy  of  certificates  from  him  and  Col.  B.  S. 
Alexander,  herewith  inclosed,)  which  agi'ees  with  his  official  report,  now  on  file  in  the 
Eugineer  Office  as  to  the  number  of  acres  cnt.  A  portion  of  this  timber  was  used  in 
constracting  Forts  Meigs,  Dupont,  Davis,  and  Baker.  The  most  of  itwas  cut  in  to  cord- 
vood  by  the  United  States  troops  in  the  vicinty,  from  the  summer  of  1861  to  1865 ;  por- 
tions were  wagoned  to  the  various  hospitals  in  Washington  in  the  winter  of  1862  and 
18G3.  Troops  stationed  near  Good  Hope,  Maryland,  ns^  some  of  this  timber  to  erect 
log-houses  for  quarters.  The  claimant  himself  had  cut  and  sold  from  the  timber  felled 
by  Engineer  Department  1,100  cords  of  wood,  with  which  he  credits  the  United  States 
in  his  claim.  I  cannot  ascertain  from  the  Engineer  Department  how  much  of  thia 
timber  was  used  in  constructing  the  fortifications.  Probably  it  was  one-third,  the  bal- 
ance, excepting  the  1,100  cords  cut  by  claimant,  was  used  by  the  United  States  for  fuel. 
"There  were  also  burned  and  used  from  this  farm  6,000  panels  of  post-and-rail  fence, 
five  rails  and  one  post  per  panel  10  feet  long.  Claimant  owned  another  piece  of  land 
in  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  adjoining  Nonesuch  farm,  which  he  claims  that 
100  cords  of  wood  were  cut  and  used  by  the  United  States  for  fuel.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  50  cords  would  be  a  liberal  allowance,  as  the  wood  was  out  here  and  there  through 
the  woods,  and  not  by  the  acre.  The  price  charged  by  claimant  is  exorbitant.  Stand- 
ing wood  sold  in  that  neighborhood  in  1863  for  |2  per  cord,  (oak,)  being  the  price  paid 
Mr.  T.  Owen  Berry  by  Meitzler  &  Dobbins,  contractors.  The  fence,  if  paid  for,  should 
be  commuted  to  cord- wood,  at  80  rails  and  posts  to  the  cord.  Mr.  Young  was  loyal  to 
tbe  United  States  during  the  rebellion. 

My  a^ent  was  unable  to  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  as  to  whether  the  claimant  was 
ever  paid  for  the  supplies  taken  or  not,  Mr.  Young's  own  statement  being  the  only  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary.  Should  it  be  decided  to  pay  the  claim,  the  following  would  be 
a  fair  and  liberal  allowance,  viz  : 

GIRSBOROUGH  FARM. 

For3,37.5cord8of  standing  wood,  at  $2 $6,750  OO 

For  15,925  rails  and  posts,  80  to  the  cord,  199  5-80  cords  of  seasoned 

wood,  at  ti?.50 $696  71 

Be<lact  394  panels  of  plank  fence  left  on  farm  by  United  States,  at 

60  cents  per  panel 236  40 

460  31 

For22,630feetof  lumber,  at  $20  per  thousand 452  60 

For  2,000  bricks,  at  $9  per  thousand 18  00 

NOKESUCn  FARM. 

For  2,944  cords  of  standing  wood,  at$2 5,888  00 

For  3,600  rails  and  posts,  80  to  the  cord ;  45  cords  seasoned  wood,  at  $3.50 157  50 

For  50  cords  standing  wood,  at  $2 100  00 

Total 13,826  41 

VeryresTicctfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MYERS, 
Bvt  Brig,  Gen,  U,  S,  -4.,  Depot  Quartatnaster, 
Received  Quartermaster -GeneraVs  Office  Augmt  27, 1872. 

The  Quartermaster-Gexkral,  U.  S.  A., 

Washington,  D,  C, 

[First  indoraettent.] 

"  B." 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,  Chief  Quartermaster,  Department 
of  the  Soath,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  such  remark  as  his  knowledge  of  the  case  will 
sa^gest  in  interest  of  exact  justice  between  the  United  States  and  claimant. 
Attention  is  invited  1o  the  Qnartermaster-GeneraPs  notes,  of  14th  instant,  inclosed. 
By  order  of  the  Qnartermaster-General. 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON, 
Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,. 
Quartermaster-General's  Office,  September  16, 1872. 
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War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington^  D,  C,  September  17,  l?f72. 
Sir:  Referrinp;  to  the  claim  filed  by  you  in  favor  of  Henrietta  E.  Young,  executrix 
of  the  estate  of  George  Young,  for  wood  and  fencing,  stated  at  $34,422,  you  are  respect- 
fully informed  that  the  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  Quartermaster-General, 
who  has  noted  thereon,  "A  map  is  needed  to  show  locality  of  timber  cut,  and  whether 
*  Nonesuch '  has  any  connection  with  Giesborough,  or  no."  Upon  receipt  of  the  requisite 
map  the  consideration  of  the  case  will  be  resumed. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON, 
Quartermasterj  United  Staiet  Army. 
Pat.  O.  Hawes,  Esq., 

Wwihington,  D,  C, 

[Indorsement.  1 

Washington,  September  18, 1872. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  United  States  Army,  with  the 
information  tnat  Nooesu6h  and  Giesborough  are  two  separate  tracts  of  land,  containing 
over  six  hundred  acres  each. 

I  would  like  to  be  present  when  these  maps  are  examined  by  General  Meigs,  to  ox- 
plain  where  timber  and  wood  were  taken. 
Very  respectfully, 

PAT.  O.  HAWES. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Xovember  18, 1872. 
SiR:^  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  papers  in  the  case  Mrs.  Henrietta  Yoang, 
administratrix  of  the  late  George  W.  Young,  for  the  use  of  wood  and  other  stores  on 
the  Giesborough  estate,  in  this  District,  by  the  United  States,  now  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Quartermaster-General,  may  be  called  for  with  a  view  to  revision. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAT.  O.  HAWES. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 

flndonement] 

Quartermaster-General-s  Office,  November  U3,  1872. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  all  the  papers 
in  the  claim  on  file  here. 

The  memorandum  of  September  21, 1872,  to  which  attention  is  invited,  sets  forth 
history  of  case  and  action  of  this  Office. 

R.  W.  ALLEN, 
Acting  Quartermaater-Generalf  Brevet  Major^Gtm/sral^  U.  8»  A, 


Barrack  and  Quarters, 
Branch  Quartermaster-General's  Office,  September  21, 1872. 
Case  of  Henrietta  E.  Young,  executrix  of  George  W.  Young,  deceased,  op 

Washington,  D.  C. 
For  value  of  standing  timber,  fencing,  &c..  used  by  the  United  StatiCS  on  the 
two  farms  situated  in  the  District  of  Columbia  Known  as  '*  Giesborough '' 

and  "Nonesuch,"  stated  at $34,422  75 

Items  of  the  "Nonesuch"  claim: 

6, 040  cords  of  wood,  at  $4  per  cord 24,160  00 

100  cords  of  wood,  at  |4j>er  cord 400  00 

600  panels  of  fence,  at  75  cents 450  00 

25,010  00 
Credit  by  1,100  cords,  sold  by  claimant  with  permission  of  Government 

officers 4,400  00 

Total  amount  of  "Nonesuch" 20,610  00 

Items  of  the  "  Giesborovgh"  claim: 

2, 531  cords  of  wood,  at  $4  per  cord 10,124  00 

3, 165  panels  of  fence,  at  75  cents 2,388  75 

Houses  taken  down  and  used 1,300  00 

Total  amount  of  "Giesborough" 13,812  75 

Pat.  O.  Hawes,  Esq., 

Attorney,  WaAington,  D.  C.  .     ^^^,^ 
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The  evidence  shows  that  occupation  of  the  premises  by  troops  common  osd  as  early 
as  May,  1861,  by  Colonel  Ellsworth's  New  York  Zouaves,  and  that  the  2,531  cords  of 
wood  taken  from  "  Giesborough"  was  cut  and  used  in  part  by  the  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery Regiment  of  Colonel  Doubleday;  Colonel  Roberts's  Maine  Regiment;  Colonel 
Van  Buren's  New  York  Regiment;  Colonel  Graham's  Filth  New  York  Artillery — ^who 
occupied  tlie  estate  during  1862-*6:};  also  by  General  Sheridan's  entire  corps— date  not 
remembered — and  other  commands.  That  the  destruction  of  fencing  (three  hundred 
panels)  commence<l  with  Colonel  Ellsworth's  Regiment  in  1«61.  (See  testimony  of  J. 
ienwick  Young  relative  to  the  items  iu  Giesborough  claim.) 

It  is  shown  by  a  report  of  Colonel  Sawtelle,  dated  February  25, 1865,  that  the  Gies- 
borough farm  was  taken  possession  of  as  an  animal  depot  on  the  12th  of  August,  1863. 

In  the  light  of  the  above  statements,  a  proper  understanding  of  the  Giesborough  por- 
tion of  this  claim  may  be  gathered  from  the  report  of  Major  Dana,  of  April  10, 1866,  to 
theQuartermast4)r-General,  on  a  claim  of  George  W.  Young  *'for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages alleged  to  have  been  received  by  his  property  at  Giesborough,  D.  C,  from  its  occu- 
pation as  an  animal  depot  by  the  United  States.  The  damages  as  alleged,  as  per  his  de- 
tailed statement  inclosed,amount  to  $41,488.75,  comprising  destruction  of  buildings,  fen- 
ces, destruction  and  rent  of  fishery,  wood  used,  loss  of  crops,  damage  to  the  land  by  exca- 
Tations,"  &c.  Mr.  Young  at  that  time  agreed  to  forego  all  claims  for  damages,  provided 
the  Government  would  leave  upon  the  place  the  mill  and  main  wharf,  sheds  adjoining, 
feoces,  and  the  manure. 

From  this  report  and  papers  we  learn  that  on  the  7th  of  June,  1865,  Mr.  Youn^  hav- 
ing previously  submitted  a  claim  for  the  rent  of  this  property ,  instructions  were  issued 
by  the  Quartermaster-General,  with  the  sanction  of  the  War  Departinent,  to  pay  $6,000 
per  annum  for  the  Giesborough  farm,  embracing  625  acres,  commencing  March  1, 1865,  up 
to  which  date  Captain  Brinkorhoff,  the  post-quartermaster,  had  been  directed  to  pay 
the  amount  of  rent  already  accrued.  Hon.  Thomas  Ewin^,  attorney  of  claimant,  was 
advised  of  the  action  in  the  case,  and  was  informed  that  Mr.  Young  would  be  allowed  the 
lue  of  his  fishery  during  the  fishing  season. 

This  claim  for  damages  was  referred  to  General  Ekln  for  report,  who  returned  on 
the  29th  of  March ^  1865,  with  a  report  of  Capts.  G.  F.  Browning,  Le.  Lowry  Moore,  and 
H.  A.  Dnpuv,  who  had  been  charged  by  General  £kin  with  the  investigation.  These 
officers  had  been  ''  consecutively  on  duty  at  Giesborough  since  the  place  had  been  in  the 
occupation  of  the  Gk>vemment.'' 

This  report  takes  up  the  items  of  damages  in  detail,  as  then  presented,  and  the  fol- 
lowing extract  seems  to  cover  the  account  now  presented  by  Mrs.  Henrietta  £.  Yoang, 
as  administratrix,  to  wit : 

"•    •    *.    We  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

1.  Corn-house  destroved $200  00 

2.  Overseer's  house  destroyed  in  1865 350  00 

3.  Fish-house,  sheds,  and  servants'  house 500  00 

4.  Ice-house  destroyed ' 150  00 

b.  Meat-house  destroyed 100  00 

Total 1,300  OO 

["We  are  informed  that  these  buildings  were  assessed  by  parties  selected  by  the  owner 
and  the  chief  of  the  cavalry  bureau  in  1863,  and  were  settled  for  before  tJtey  were  destroyed. 
The  amounts  at  which  these  buildings  were  then  appraised  were  less  than  the  amounts 
now  claimed,  as  above.] 

6.  3,185  panels  fence  destroyed $2, 388  75 

[''From  the  best  information  we  can  get,  this  item  is  no  doubt  correct  in  quantity, 
bat  the  valuation  is  exorbitant  when  we  consider  the  quantity.  We  would  respectfully 
recommend  that,  in  lieu  of  the  fencing  destroyed,  there  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
premises  all  the  fencing  now  around  the  headquarters-lot,  the  manor-house  and  garden 

acUoining,  the  truck-garden,  and  the  transportation-yard] 

♦  •»•#♦# 

9.  Use  of  4,050  «ords  of  wood,  (throe-fourths  of  the  timber  on  225  acres,)  at 

$4  per  cord $16,200  00 

[''The  correctness  of  this  item  cannot  well  be  ascertained,  with  the  exception  of  the 
tifflher  of  about  ten  aores  used  for  different  purposes  at  the  depot.  This  item  we  con- 
sider as  having  been  ofiset  by  the  increased  value  of  the  farm  by  drainage,  grading^ 

manuring,  &c.,  as  per  Item  11.1    See  report. 

•  '•  »#  •  ft  ft 

"In  conclusion,  we  would  respectfully  remark,  that  in  our  judgment  the  property 
ba8  not  been  materially  injured,  and  that  the  rents  paid  and  damages  first  assessed  and 
paidf  have  sufficiently  compensated  the  owner  for  any  losses  he  alleges  to  have  suffered." 

General  Ekin,  in  submitting  the  above  report  of  Captains  Browning,  Moore,  and  Dn- 
pny,  stated  that  he  had  given  the  whole  subject  a  careful  consideration,  and  fully  con- 
curred in  the  views  and  recommendations  of  the  report.  ,     .^  ^  ^T^ 
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Subsequently  the  claimant  snbmittod  another  bill  of  damages,  amounting  to  $31,610, 
and  asked  a  reconsideration  of  the  case. 

The  Quartermaster-General  answered  this  claim  by  the  following  letter  to  George  W. 
Young,  dated  July  12, 1866 :    (Claim  Letter-Book  56,  page  271.) 

'*Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  representing  that  the  compensa- 
tion allowed  you  for  the  use  of  theGiesborough  property  by  the  United  States  was  mad»- 
quate,  taking  into  consideration  the  injury  to  the  property  alleged  to  have  been  sus- 
tained, the  subject  was  again  investigateo. 

'^  You  state  that  you  have  not  been  compensated  for  the  removal  of  certain  buildings 
and  the  destruction  of  one  by  fire.  Admitting  that  such  is  the  fact,  it  is  reported  that 
the  buildings  referred  to,  were  old  and  dilapidated  tenements  of  but  UtUe  value,  and 
that  you  wul  be  more  than  compensated  for  their  loss  by  the  permanent  improvement 
made  by  the  Government  to  the  mansion-house,  old  bam,  and  tobaoco-houses,  which  will 
necessarily  remain  upon  the  grounds  after  the  United  States  relinquishes  the  property. 

**  In  answer  to  the  part  of  your  letter  relating  to  the  manure*  advertised  for  sate  and 
upon  the  grounds,  it  is  reported  that  the  manure  deposited  in  various  places  other 
than  those  where  it  is  advertised  for  sale,  and  which  will  necessarily  remain  on  the 
premises,  will  be  of  great  value,  and  will  more  than  compensate  for  any  damages  alleged 
to  have  been  caused  by  the  occupation  and  use  of  the  premises  by  the  Government. 

''After  thorough  re-examination  of  the  case,  the  Quartermaster-General  is  satisfied 
that  ample  provision  has  already  been  made  to  compensate  you  for  the  use  and  occu- 
pation of  your  property  by  the  United  States,  as  well  as  any  injury  thereto  which  may 
have  been  the  result  of  such  use  and  occupation.  He  therefore  declines  to  take  any 
further  action  on  the  subject." 

Another  claim  was  presented  by  George  W.  Young  in  1866,  (recorded  in  Claim  Book 
93,  96)  for  rent,  damages,  &c.,  to  his  farms  "Giesborourgh'^  and  "Nonesuch,"  for  the 
period  previous  to  the  permanent  occupation  of  the  former  by  the  Government  as  an 
animal  depot.  A  full  abstract  of  the  case  was  submitted  to  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, October  23, 1866^  and  is  recorded  in  Sixth  Division  Report,  volume  3,  page  155. 
The  amount  claimed  is  $7,230. 

This  claim  was  disposed  of  by  the  following  letter  of  General  Dana  to  the  Third 
Auditor,  dated  February  12, 1867:  (Claim  Letter-Book  64,  page  415.) 

"  Referring  to  the  inclosed  claim  of  Gtoorge  W.  Young,  for  damages,  rent,  Slg^  grow- 
ing out  of  the  use  and  occupation  by  the  United  States  of  his  farms  "  Giesborough" 
and  "  Nonesuch  "  near  this  city,  for  the  period  previous  to  the  permanent  occupation  of 
the  former  by  the  Government  as  an  animal  depot,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 

"  The  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  in  a  report  to  the  Seoretanr  of  War,  dated 
January  28, 1^,  recommended  that  rent  for  100  acres  of  land  be  allowed  the  owner 
at  the  rate  of  $1  per  acre  per  month,  from  June  1, 1861,  to  August  12, 1863,  amounting 
to  |2,640 ;  and  that  the  balance  of  the  claim  be  disallowed,  it  being  considered  one  of 
damages.  The  Secretary  of  War  having  approved  the  same,  the  claim  Ib  xeepeetfuUy 
reported  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  payment  of  $2,640,  in  full  of  the 
above  claim  against  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  tms  property.  The  claimant  has 
been  advised  of  this  action.'' 

On  May  6^  1867,  Treasury  settlement  No.  3502,  for  the  payment  of  $2,640  to  H.  £. 
Young,  aaministratrix,  was  issued. 

[Note. — ^Tho  above  claim  included  the  following  Items : 

lOOcordsof  fire-wood,  at$4per  cord $400  00 

600  panels  of  fence,  at  75  cents 450  00 

which  are  included  in  the  claim  now  presented.] 

THE  "nonesuch"  CLAIM. 

The  principal  evidence  submitted  in  support  of  the  claim  for  wood  cut  from  this 
farm  consists  of  copies  of  certificates  of  General  B.  S.  Alexander,  chief  engineer  of 
defenses  of  Washington,  and  General  J.  G.  Bernard,  who  certifjr  that  151.66  acres  of 
heavy  timber  was  cut  down  on  the  estate  of  G.  W.  Young,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Davis, 
and  that  a  portion  of  said  timber  was  used  by  the  Engineer  Department  in  the  con- 
struction of  Forts  Meigs,  Dnpont,  Davis,  Baker,  and  the  abatis  around  said  forts ;  that 
the  timber  used  in  the  construction  of  the  forts  was  of  large  size  and  first-rate  quality, 
principally  oak  and  chestnut;  that  it  was  cut  down  in  the  years  1861-^62. 

Plats  of  the  two  farms,  "Giesborough"  and  •*  Nonesuch,"  are  with  the  papers. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  affidavits  of  J.  Fenwiok  Young,  J.  £.  Jones, 
Theodore  Mosher^  William  T.  Sweeney,  Dr.  J.  W.  Nichols,  and  S.  J.  Bowen. 

All  the  papers  in  the  case  were  referred  te  the  depot  quartermaster,  Washington,  D. 
C,  on  June  11, 1872,  who  returned  the  following  report,  August  22, 1872:  * 

General  Myers  says :  ''A  thorough  and  careful  investigation  has  been  made  of  this  case 
by  an  agent  of  this  Office,  who  submits  the  following  report,  in  which  I  concur,  xvl  : 

'*  From  the  best  evidence  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I  find  that  on  the  Giesboroagh 
farm  there  were  225  acres  of  wood-land,  consisting  of  oak,  chestnut,  and  other  ha^ 
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wood,  that  wonld  bavc  yielded  at  the  time  40  cords  to  the  acre.  Upon  examining  the 
wood,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  was  cut,  nnon  an  average,  at  least  15  cords  of  wood  to 
the  acre — the  amonnt  claimed.  This  timoer  was  felled  first  by  troops  on  and  near 
this  farm,  in  1861,  and  used  for  fuel ;  also  in  1862  and  1863.  In  the  summer  of  1863  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  took  possession  of  this  property  and  used  it  for  a  cavalry 
depot  continuously  until  August  31,  1866.  A  x>ortion  of  the  timber  cut  was  used  in 
building  wharves. 

'*  This  farm  was  inclosed  by  a  post-and-rail  fence,  with  division  fences  of  four  rails 
and  post  to  each  panel  10  feet  long,  making,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  3,185  panels ; 
whicn  was  used  as  fuel  by  United  States  troops  and  employes  from  June,  1861,  to 
August,  1866. 

"The  United  States  left  on  the  farm  about  394  panels  of  plank  fence,  which  is  to  be 
deducted  from  the  quantity  above  stated. 

**  Claimant  asks  to  be  paid  for  certain  materials  used  by  the  United  States  and  de- 
rived by  tearing  down  certain  houses  in  the  way  of  constructing  other  buildiucs.  There 
was  a  corn-house,  fish-house  and  sheds,  ice-house  and  meat-house  taken  down,  and 
such  lumber  as  was  serviceable  was  used  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  building 
purposes. 

'*From  dimensions  given  and  obtained,  it  has  been  estimated  by  a  practical  builder 
ftud  carpenter  that  22,630  feet  of  lumber  and  2,000  brick  were  thus  used.  The  owner's 
house  was  occupied  by  the  United  States  until  1865,  when  it  accidentally  took  fire  and 
homed  to  the  ground.  Rent  has  been  paid  by  the  Government  for  this  occupation. 
The  materials  taken  from  the  above-enumerated  buildings  were  second-hand,  and  not 
worth  more  than  $20  per  thousand  feet  lumber,  and  $9  per  thousand  bricks. 

*'I  find  a  report  in  the  accompanying  papers,  made  in  March,  1866,  by  Captains  Brown- 
ing, Moore,  and  Dupuy,  late  assistant  quartermasters,  that  the  buildings  were  paid  for 
hy  the  United  States  at  the  time  they  were  taken  down ;  but  the  claimant  says  they 
were  not. 

"The  mansion-house  was  occupied  as  officers'  quarters,  and  by  examination  I  find 
that  improvements  were  made  as  follows : 

*^  A  part  of  the  main  hall  was  partitioned  off  and  a<lded  to  one  room,  and  a  door  was 
eat  between  two  rooms  for  the  convenience  of  the  officers.  The  partition  was  made  of 
hoards,  and  still  remains. 

"Two  arches  were  closed  between  the  piazza,  on  the  east  side  of  the  house,  and. a 
sammer  dining-room,  in*  order  to  make  a  l>Bd-room  of  it ;  and  a  small  one-story  frame 
hailding  was  built  to  the  south  end  of  the  house,  making  another  additional  room. 
These  improvements  still  remain,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  their  value  does  not  ex- 
ceed $200.    The  bam  was  also  aaded  to  and  altered  so  as  to  convert  it  into  a  chapel. 

*'  I  have  boon  informed  by  those  acquainted  with  the  facts  that  the  improvements 
to  the  mansion  and  the  bam,  and  the  fence  heretofore  mentioned,  is  all  that  the  Gov- 
ernment left  on  the  property  that  was  not  sold  at  public  auction.  ^ 

''The  Nonesuch  fa^  consisted  of  151f  acres  of  well-timbered  land,  that  would  have 
cut  40  cords  of  wood  to  the  acre.  This  timber  was  felled  by  the  Engineer  Department, 
upon  the  order  of  Gen.  J.  G.  Bernard,  (see  copy  of  certificates  from  him  and  Col.  B.  S. 
Alexander,  herewith  inclosed,  which  agrees  with  his  official  report  now  on  file  in  the 
Engineer's  Office  as  to  the  number  of  acres  out.)  A  portion  of  tnis  timber  was  used  in 
oonstnictin^  Forts  Meigs,  Dupont,  Davis,  and  Baker.  The  most  of  it  was  cut  into 
cord-wood  by  United  States  troops  in  the  vicinity,  from  the  summer  of  1861  to  1865 : 
portions  were  wagoned  to  the  various  hospitals  in  Washington  in  the  winter  of  1862  ana 
1863.  Troops  stationed  near  Goodhope,  Md.,  used  some  of  this  timber  to  erect  log 
houses  for  quarters. 

^'The  claimant  himself  had  cut  and  sold  from  the  timber  felled  by  the  Engineer 
Department  1,100  cords  of  wood,  with  which  he  credits  the  United  States  in  his  claim. 
"I  cannot  ascertain  from  the  Engineer  Department  how  much  of  this  timber  was 
need  in  oonstmoting  the  fortifications,  probablv  it  was  one-third;  the  balance,  except- 
ing 1,100  oords,  cut  oy  claimant  was  used  by  the  United  States  for  fuel. 

"  There  were  also  burned  and  used  from  this  farm  600  panels  of  post-and-rail  fence, 
5  rails  and  one  post  per  panel,  10  feet  long. 

"  Claimant  owned  another  piece  of  land  in  Prince  George's  County,  Maryland,  ad- 
joining Nonesuch,  from  which  he  claims  that  100  cords  of  wood  were  cut  and  used 
by  the  United  States  for  fuel.  I  am  of  opinion  that  50  cords  would  be  a  liberal  allow- 
ance, as  the  wood  was  cut  here  and  there  through  the  woods,  and  not  by  the  acre.  The 
price  charged  by  claimant  is  exorbitant.  StancQng  wood  sold  in  that  neighborhood  in 
1863  for$2  per  cord,  (oak,)  being  the  price  paid  Mr.  T.  Owen  Berry  by  Meitzler  &.  Dob- 
bins, contractors.  The  fence,  if  paid  for,  should  be  commuted  to  cord- wood,  at  80  rails 
and  posts  to  the  cord.  Mr.  Young  was  loyal  to  the  United  States  during  the  rebellion." 
General  Myers  continues : 

**My  agent  was  unable  to  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  as  to  whether  the  claimant 
was  ever  paid  for  the  supplies  taken  or  not ;  Mr.  Young's  own  statement  being  the  only 
evidence  to  the  contrarj-.  ,     ^  ^  ,^ ,  ^ 
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Should  It  be  decided  to  pay  the  claliii;  the  following  would  be  a  fair  and  liberal 
allowance,  viz : 

GIESBOROU6U  FARM. 

For  3,375  cords  of  standing  wood,  at  $2  per  cord $6,750  00 

For  15,975  rails  and  poBts,  80  to  the  cord=199  5-80  cords  of  seasoned 

wood,  at  $3.50 $696  71 

Deduct  3^  panels  of  plank  fence  left  on  farm  by  United  States,  at 

60  cents  per  panel 236  40 

460  31 

For  22.630  feet  of  lumber,  at  $20  per  thousand 452  6(> 

For  2,000  bricks,  at  $9  per  thousand 18  00 

XONESUCn  FARM. 

For  2,944  cords  of  standing  wood,  at  $2 5,888  00 

For  3,600  rails  and  posts,  80  to  the  oord=45  cords  seasoned  woo<l,  at  §3. 50..        157  50 
For  50  cords  standing  wood,  at  $2 100  00 

Total 13,826  41 

On  September  17, 1872,  Pat.  O.  Hawesj  esq.,  attorney,  &c.,  was  informed  that  a  map 
was  needed  to  show  locality  of  timber  cut,  and  whether  ^'Nonesuch"  has  any  connec- 
tion with  Giesborough  or  no.  In  reply,  Mr.  Ua wes  furnished  the  required  map,*( with  the 
papers,)  with  the  information  that  said  farms  are  two  separate  tracts  of  land,  contain- 
ing over  six  hundi-ed  acres  each,  and  requests  ^^to  be  present  when  these  maps  are  ex- 
amined by  General  Meigs  to  explain  where  timber  and  wood  were  taken." 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  instructions. 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON, 
QuartcrmaBteTf  United  Stales  Armtf, 

Sir  :  I  desire  in  the  case  of  Henrietta  Young,  administratrix  of  the  late  George  W. 
Young,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  submit  a  brief,  that  the  facts  from  claimant's 
standpoint  may  fully  appear. 

The  Giesborough  estate  consists  of  621  acres  of  land,  just  soAth  of  the  eastern  branch 
of  the  Potomac,  and  was  used  as  a  cavalry  de^iot  during  the  war.  It  contained, 
when  the  United  States  troops  took  possession  of  it,  a  tract  of  timber  containing  225 
•  acres,  said  to  have  been  the  best  body  of  timber-land  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  It 
also  contained  some  five  or  six  buildings  of  different  kinds,  which  are  better  defined 
and  ^escribed  in  the  papers.  The  Government  of  the  United  States,  when  the  officers 
took  possession  of  the  property,  were  not  supplied  with  fuel  for  the  large  number  of 
troops  and  employes  of  tue  Quaitermaster's  Department,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
fencing  was  all  used  for  fuel.  The  houses  were  torn  down  to  make  room  for  bnildincs 
for  the  use  of  the  Government,  and  such  material  as  was  serviceable  was  used  in  the 
constrnction  of  the  Government  buildings.  The  timber  was  cut  down  and  the  lo^ 
taken  to  build  the  numerous  and  spacious  wharves,  which  still  stand  around  the  estate  of 
Giesborough.  The  laps  and  limbs  were  cut  up,  and  used  by  the  Army  and  wagon-trains. 
Ditches  were  due  for  water-pipes,  and  eravel  roads  made  all  over  the  land  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  tne  United  States.  Mr.  i  oung,  in  his  Hfe-time,  was  paid  |6,000  a  year 
as  rent  for  the  premises,  but  payment  was  refused  for  any  of  the  supplies,  the  act  of 
July  4, 1864^  having  passed  but  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death.  Mr.  Young  offered 
General  Meigs  to  accept  as  payment  for  all  the  use,  occupancy,  and  property  taken 
the  manure  on  the  estate;  but  this  the  general  declined,  and  it  was  sold  for  $100,000, 
or  near  that  sum. 

Mrs.  Young  afterward  presented  a  claim  for  some  of  the  property  for  which  pay- 
ment is  now  claimed,  but  the  old  lady,  now  over  seventy  years  of  age,  had  forgotten 
it  when  the  heirs  commenced  the  prosecution  of  this  claim. 

The  Nonesuch  estate  has  sometning  over  five  hundred  acres  in  it,  and  two  tracts  of 
timber.  The  Engineer  Department  used  much  of  this  timber  in  the  construction  of 
forts  and  abatis  along  the  line  of  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  used  the  balance. 

Keference  is  made  to  the  affidavits  of  Theodore  Mosher,  Mr.  Surry,  Dr.  Nichols,  Sayles 
J.  Bowen,  and  Mr.  Fenwick  Young  in  re^rd  to  these  tracts  of  timber,  and  the  uses 
they  were  put  to  by  United  States  authorities. 

I^vious  to  the  presentation  of  this  claim,  none  has  ever  been  perfected  for  the  tim- 
ber on  these  two  tracts  of  land.  The  claim  for  the  timber,  it  must  appear,  is  equally 
as  valid  as*  for  the  other  property,  which  has  been  paid  for  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  Treasury. 

When  the  papers  were  filed  with  General  Meigs,  he  had  them  referred  to  Gen.  Wm. 
Myers  for  investigation,  who  caused  a  full,  thorough,  and  complete  examination  into 
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all  the  facts,  sending  an  officer  on  the  premises.  After  all  thiB,  he  (Myers)  reports  that 
if  this  claim  is  to  be  paid,  the  sum  of  $13,800  would  be  a  reasonable  allowance.  We 
claim  near  $35,000,  and  wonld  be  poorly  paid  if  that  amount  was  awarded  to  the  claim- 
ant. But  if  the  Qoyemment  will  pay  the  amount  recommended  by  General  Myers,  less 
the  sum  paid,  to  which  General  Meigs  refers,  the  claimant  will  be  satisfied  and  receipt 
in  full. 

I  would  most  respectfully  request  that  you  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  recom- 
mending that  the  claim  be  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  for  payment  of  the  sum  recom- 
mended by  General  Myers,  less  the  sum  ^aid  the  administratrix.  '  ^ 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted.  

PAT.  O.  HAWES,  Attorney. 
Gen.  W.  McKee  Dunn, 

Auiatant  Jwdge-Advocate-Generdlf  Uniivd  States  Army, 

Ilndonements.] 

War  Department,  February  6, 1873. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  remark. 

W.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

February  19,  1873. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  memorandum  pre- 
pared by  Colonel  Ludington. 

The  Quartermaster-General  has  no  objection  to  the  papers  being  transmitted  to  the 
Third  Auditor,  whose  Office  is  in  fact  the  proper  final  depository  of  papers  relating  to 
sach  claims,  but  there  should  be  some  end  to  these  claims  for  occupation  of  lands  and 
for  felling  timber  in  the  District  of  Columbia  dnrinff  the  war. 

The  Gieeborough  claims  and  the  Nonesuch  claims  naye  been  heretofore  acted  on,  and 
the  Qnartermaater-General  decUned  to  re-open  them.  If  any  other  tribunal  or  officer 
revises  the  papers,  and  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  case  should  be  re-opened  and 
additional  payment  made,  and  has  the  legal  power  and  public  money  to  make  such  pay- 
ment, it  is  not  for  this  Office  to  object.  But  so  far  as  the  War  Department  is  concerned, 
Ithinkthat  the  actions  of  former  administrations  should  seldom  be  disturbed  by  re-open- 
ing of  churns  which  haye  been  disposed  of  when  the  matter  was  fresh  in  the  knowl- 
e<&  of  witnesses  and  officers. 

There  is  no  end  toreyiyals  and  claims  ^or  additional  allowances,  unless  the  decisions 
once  made  are  adhered  to  by  administratiye  officers  and  their  successors. 

Appeals  lie  from  the  War  Department  to  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury, 
from  them  to  the  courts  and  to  Congress,  and  not  from  an  officer  to  his  successor  m 
the  same  office. 

There  are  now  on  file  in  this  Office  some  thousands  of  claims,  amounting  to  many 
millions,  not  acted  on,  because  their  inyestigation  has  not  been  completed,  and  they 
should  not  be  delayed  by  reyiyal  of  claims  once  adjudicated. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarterma$ter-Generaly  Bvt  Maj.  Gen.,  U.  S.  A. 

War  Department,  February  24,  1873. 
All  the  papers  in  this  case  are  transmitted  herewith  to  the  accounting-officers  of  the 
Treasury,  whose  attention  is  respectfully  inyited  to  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,*  indorsed  hereon,  and  to  the  memorandum  prepared  by  Colonel  Ludington, 
quartermaster  United  States  Army,  herewith. 

W.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War.  ' 

Ist  The  amount  of  the  whole  claim  settled  in  May,  1867,  ($7,350,)  and  upon  which  the 
settlement  of  $2,640  is  based,  does  not  include  all  the  items.  (See  the  affldayits  of  Dr. 
Xichob,  Ez-mayorBowen,  Theodore  Mosher,  and  Sweeny,  and  report  of  General  Myers.) 

2d.  The  fact  that  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  always  puts  in  the  clause  **  to  be 
in  full''  ought  not  to  bar  a  just  balance. 

3d.  The  claim  upon  which  the  settlement  was  based  did  not  include  one-fourth  the 
amount  Mr.  Young  in  his  life-time  claimed.  Browning  &.  Ewing  filed  the  claim  soon 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Young,  when  nearly  all  the  papers  were  in  the  hands  of  General 
Denver,  in  which  all  the  items  are  set  forth.  The  papers  of  Browning  &  Ewirig  did 
not  constitute  half  the  items,  nor  did  Mrs.  Young  know  of  the  exact  condition  of  the 
papers  until  after  the  settlement. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  Jjn-il  21, 1873. 
Sitt:  The  point  I  wish  to  make  in  the  matter  of  Henrietta  Young,  administratrix  of 
George  W.  Y'oung,  is  this :  That  the  items  included  in  the  claim  as  last  presented  are 
admitted  by  t}:e  settlement  of  June,  1867,  when  the  rent-account  charged  is  allowed 
from  June  1, 1-^(U,  to  August  1*2,  1863,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $2,640,  when  -perma- 
nently occujiied  by  the  United  States  as  a  cavalrj'  depot. 

The  case  as  it  was  then  presented  included  all  the  items  that  are  chargeable  to  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  and  amounted  to  something  near  the  amount  General 
Meigs  in  his  report  says  ought' to  1i>e  paid  if  anything,  the  balance  claimed  being  dae 
from  the  Engineer's  Department. 

These  are  the  facts.  Mr.  Young  had  two  estates,  of  over  620  acres  in  each.  Both 
were  occupied  by  the  United  States  throughout  the  war.  Upon  each  were  the  most 
valuable  tracts  of  timber  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  well  as  the  most  desirable 
and  finest  agricultural  buildings.  The  buildings  that  were  not  occupied  by  the  United 
States  were  torn  down  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Government.  Forts  were  con- 
structed by  the  Engineer's  Department  at  different  points,  and  the  sod  of  the  fields  re- 
moved to  the  sides  of  the  forts  to  prevent  their  washini^  Much  of  the  timber  was 
used  in  the  construction  of  Fort  Meigs  and  other  forts.  The  trunks  of  the  trees  were 
put  in  the  forts,  and  the  tops  were  cut  up  by  your  Department,  hauled  into  Washing- 
ton, and  used  in  the  offices  of  the  War  Department  throughout  the  city.  No  claim  ls 
made  for  the  damage  portion,  but  only  for  the  regular  supplies  that  were  used. 

On  the  Giesborough  estate  the  bodies  of  a  portion  of  the  trees  were  taken  to  build  the 
wharves,  which  were  sold  by  your  direction  at  auction,  and  are  there  to  this  day.  The 
tops  of  the  trees  were  cut  np  and  used  by  the  troops  and  the  ^ploy^  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department.  At  different  times  during  the  war  there  were  large  bodies  of 
troops  temporarily  camped  upon  this  estate,  waiting  transportation  to  the  front,  and 
a  large  amount  of  timber  was  cut  and  used  oy  them. 

When  the  claim  upon  which  the  settlement  of  June,  1867,  was  presented,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Captain  Moore,  assistant  quartermaster,  for  report.  This  officer  recom- 
mended the  amount  allowed,  as  above  referred  to,  but  saj^s  m  substance:  ''The  prices 
charged  are  exorbitant  for  the  wood,  fencing,  and  buildings ;  that  the  wood  was  not 
wortn  over  $1.75  per  cord  in  the  tree,  and  $4  is  charged ;  the  fencing  was  not  good,  the 
houses  dilapidated^  and  that  these  items  partake  of  the  nature  of  oamages. 

Captain  Moore  in  all  probability  knew  more  about  the  duties  of  an  assistant  quar- 
termaster than  he  did  about  the  adjudicating  upon  the  merits  of  a  claim  nnder  any 
of  the  acts  of  Congress.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  July  4, 1864,  you  are  made 
sole  adjudicating  officer  to  settle  this  very  class  of  claims.  By  your  directions  many 
thousands  have  been  paid. 

On  the  Nonesuch  estate  there  was  a  hospital  located  for  a  time  in  one  of  the  tracts 
of  timber,  out  of  which  they  used  all  the  timber  that  was  required  in  arranging  their 
tents,  beds,  and  for  fuel.  The  trees  were  cut  down  to  build  abatis  and  forts,  and  the 
troops  that  were  stationed  in  and  around  the  forts  used  the  wood  all  the  time.  From 
this  estate  large  quantities  of  the  wood  was  brought  into  this  city  by  your  officers,  as 
is  well  proven.  Mr.  Young  asked  and  obtained  permission  to  cut  some  of  it  up  and 
sell  it.  He  was  allowed  to  cut  some  of  the  down  timber  in  certain  prescribed  umits, 
and  sold  1 1,100  worth  of  it,  at  $4  per  cord. 

Is  it  possible  for  two  such  estates,  containing  such  valuable  tracts  of  timber,  to  be 
occupied  by  the  United  States  troops  in  such  numbers  and  for  so  long  a  time  and  not 
to  use  it  f  If  you  were  to  go  on  the  premises  and  examine  the  stumps,  you  could  tell 
at  once  they  were  cut  by  the  soldiers.  The  stumps  are  from  one  to  four  feet  high|  all 
hacked  up.    No  experienced  wood-chopper  would  cut  timber  in  that  way. 

General,  when  this  case  was  last  before  you  I  did  not  fully  understand  it  as  I  do 
and  when  you  declined  to  open  it.  I  am  now  satisfied  it  was  under  a  misapprehension 
of  the  facts ;  you  were  under  the  impression  it  had  been  settled  when  it  had  not  been. 
There  has  never  been  any  payment  for  anything  or  items  save  and  except  the  rent. 
The  settlements  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  so  exhibit.  The  justice  of  this  case 
has  been  verbally  admitted  to  me  through  every  office  it  has  passed  since  you  acted 
upon  it,  but  no  officer  but  you  can  allow  one  penny.  Congress  has  imposed  upon  yon 
the  duties  of  a  judge  in  addition  to  your  many  other  arduous  duties.  I  feel  satisfied  I 
could  get  a  verdict  before  any  jury  In  tiie  country  for  at  least  an  equitable  allowance. 
What  I  pray  for  is  that  the  accounting-officers  be  requested  to  examine  into  the  merits 
of  this  case,  including  all  settlements  on  file,  and  maKe  an  equitable  allowance  accord- 
ing to  the  rates  recommended  by  General  Myers  in  his  investigation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PAT,  0.  HAWES. 

Maj.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster-Generalf  C.  S.  A. 
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llndoraements.l 

April  21,  1873. 

Colonel  LuDiXGTON :  Let  this  case  be  again  examined.  I  considered  it  and  I  think 
that  the  substance  of  all  this  was  then  before  me,  and  that  I  found  the  parties  claim- 
ing for  Giesborough  cavahy  depot  had  been  settled  with  in  full  for  all  debts  of  the  Quar- 
tenoaster's  Department,  and  that  they  had  complete  and  full  compensation.  If  I  am 
mistaken  I  must  open  the  case  again. 

M.  C.  M. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Apnl  28,  1873. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the 
previoos  papers  in  the  case  withdrawn  from  the  files  in  his  Office. 

Mr.  Hawes^  the  attorney,  has  been  heard  in  full,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Quar- 
termaster-General should  not  attempt  to  disturo  the  settlement  already  made  and 
reported  to  the  War  Department. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-Generaly  BvU  Maj.  €rm.f  U.  S,  A. 


Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Near  Washington,  D,  C,  May,  1873. 
General  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  28th  instant,  asking  to  know  the 
DQmber  of  acres,  price  paid,  date  of  purchase,  d^o.,  of  the  land  forming  the  site  of  the 
hospital.  I  have  to  infbrm  yon  that  the  present  grounds  of  the  hospital  have  been 
aeqoirea  by  five  separate  purchases  and  one  exchange,  as  follows : 


Date  of  purchase. 


Deed 
recorded. 


I 


Price  per 
acre. 


Considera- 
tion paid. 


December  14, 1852.. 
January  31,  1852... 

Marchll.  1867 

November  23,1869. 
Xovemlier  15,1872. 


Dec.  18 

Feb.  2 

Nov.  30 

Deo.  10 


185 
4 

56 
145 

29 


3 
10 

0 
36.8 

2.4 


$135  12-h 
415  584- 
106  19-f- 
158  37 
341  70 


$25,000  00 

2,000  00 

6,000  00 

23,000  00 

10,000  00 


420 


3     12.2 


By  a  survey  of  the  county  surveyor  of  the  tract  deeded  to  the  United  States,  March 
11, 1867,  in  accordance  with  the  callings  of  this  deed,  this  purchase  is  found  to  contain 
S9  acres,  2  jroods.  20.8  perches. 

Under  the  autnority  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 1864,  the  extreme 
sonthem  point  or  angle  of  the  purchase  in  1^2,  amounting  to  7  acres,  3  roods,  and  18 
perches,  was  exchanged  for  2  acres,  2  roods,  and  19  perches,  "  situated  near  the  middle 
of  that  side  of  the  hospital  farm  which  fronts  upon  the  public  road,''  by  which  the 
whole  amount  of  land  now  owned  by  the  United  States  and  connected  with  the  hos- 
pital is  diminished  by  5  acres  and  39  perches,  the  difierence  between  the  amount  re- 
ceived and  that  given  in  exchange. 

A.    R.  P. 

Total  amount  of  original  purchases  according  to  the  deeds 420    3    12. 2 

Excess  of  the  amount  stated  in  the  purchaee  of  March  11, 1867 3    0    20. 8 

Total 423    3    33 

Diminished  by  exchange  in  1864 5    0    39 

Total  number  of  acres  connected  with  the  hospital  at  the  present 

time 418    2    34 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  H.  NICHOLS. 
Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Qitartemiaeter-Gaiei'aJ,  U,  S,  J.,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^OOQIc 
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[Indorsements.] 
This  iDformation  was  aaked  to  be  used  in  connection  with  certain  claims  for  use  and 
damages  to  land  near  Washington,  in  which  very  high  values  per  acre  were  asserted. 
It  seems  that  in  large  bodies,  over  100  acres,  the  Government  Insane  Hospital  bon^^ht, 
in  1852, 185  acres,  at  $135.12  per  acre ;  in  1869, 145  acres,  at  $158.37.   These  are  the  prices 
of  sales  to  the  United  States,  and  mnst  be  full  real  value. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 

Quartermaster-General^s  Office, 

Ma^  15,  1873. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Third  Anditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  connection  with 
claim  of  George  C.  Young,  for  wood,  &c.,  transmitted  from  this  Office  April  28, 1873. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarfermaster^Generalf  Brevet  Major-General  U,  S.  A. 


'  EXHIBIT  C. 

Washington,  t>,  C,  August  22, 1874. 
Claim  of  J«'ime6  S.  Boyd,  of  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  presented  for  settlement  under 
the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  for  the  following-described  quartermaster's  stores,  viz : 

5,400  cords  wood,  at  $3 $16,200  00 

112i  cords  wood,  (9,000  rails,)  at  $3 337  50 

Total 16,537  50 

Auffust  17, 1865,  the  application  of  the  claimant,  setting  forth  that  the  stores  for 
which  payment  is  claimed  were  taken  from  him  from  December,  1864,  to  May,  1865,  by 
O.  C.  French,  lieutenant  and  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  first  cavalry  division. 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  for  which  no  voucher  or  receipt  was  given,  but 
that  a  statement  was  furnished  him  made  bv  two  officers  appointed  to  estimate  the 
amount  of  timber  cut  off  his  place,  is  supported  by  the  affidavits.  Jo.  Parsons,  colonel 
Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  E.  W.  Armstrong,  late  major  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
who  swear  that  they  were  appointed  by  Lieut.  O.  C.  French,  acting  assistant  quarter- 
master, a  board  to  assess  the  amount  of  timber  taken  and  used  by  the  command  of 
General  Gillem  from  James  S.  Boyd,  and  that  after  a  careful  investigation  they  found 
the  amonnt  to  be  as  above  set  forth ;  that  the  claimant  was  at  the  date  his  claim  origi- 
nated and  has  ever  since  been  loyal  to  the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  never 
heard  his  loyalty  questioned  since  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  February  1, 1864. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  certified  copy  of  the  statement  referred  to  in  the 
above  affidavits : 

March  27 J 1865. — "  Having  had  under  consideration  the  subject  referred  by  you  to  us 
for  estimating  the  quantity  of  timber  made  use  of  by  the  brigade  of  Government  guards, 
we  would  submit  this  report  for  your  consideration.  At  our  suggestion  a  survey  of  the 
land  from  which  this  timber  was  taken  has  been  made  by  Mr.  F.  A.  R.  McNutt,  survey- 
or of  the  countv,  showing  the  number  of  acres  from  which  the  timber  was  cut  off  of 
Captain  Boyd's  land  to  be  90,  which  we  believe  to  be  entirely  the  work  of  our  command. 
We  estimate  the  yield  at  60  cords  to  the  acre;  part  we  think,  would  have  gone  over  that 
amount  and  part  somewhat  under  it^    We  think  the  estimate  reasonable  and  just. 

"JO.  ^ARSONS, 
"  Colonel  2finth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
"E.  W.  ARMSTRONG, 
"  Late  Major,  Xinth  Tennessee  Cavalry  J* 

December  12, 1665,  the  claim  was  disallowed  by  Quartermaster-General  for  disloyalty . 

October  18, 1866,  Spencer  Munson,  late  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  Eighth  Tennes- 
see Cavalry,  swears  that  he  was  present  with  his  regiment  from  December  1, 1864,  until 
in  February,  1865 ;  that  he  in  company  with  Gen.  A.  C.  Gillem,  commanding,  Col.  John 
K.  Miller,  Col.  Samuel  A.  K.  Patterson,  Eighth  Tennessee  Volunteer  Cavalry  ;  Lieut. 
Col.  B.  P.  Stacy,  and  Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Brown,  surveyed  the  grounds  previous  to  the  cat- 
ting of  any  timber ;  that  the  land  was  better  timbered  tnan  any  in  the  county,  and 
that  it  is  depreciated  by  this  cutting  of  the  same ;  that  the  estimate  made  by  Colonel 
Parsons  and  Major  Armstrong  is,  in  his  opinion,  a  just  and  accurate  one ;  that  he  con- 
siders the  amount  used  for  fuel  to  be  about  3,500  cords,  and  for  quarters  and  stables 
300  cords ;  that  he  thinks  the  claim  of  John  Williams*  is  just  and  lawful,  and  that  the 
loyalty  of  the  claimant  (John  Williams)  is  beyoud  dispute.   * 

*April  13, 1807,  Spencer  MonBon,  late  first  lieutenant,  and  at^ntant  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalir-,  swears 
in  expUmatlon  of  bis  affidavit  of  October  18. 1866,  that  he  was  mistaken  in  regard  to  tJie  premises  upon 
which  his  affidavit  was  fonnded,  as  the  land  he  had  in  view,  and  which,  nntil  a  recent  date,  he  supposed 
belonged  to  Col.  John  Williams,  does  In  reality  belong  to  James  Boyd,  with  whose  claim  for  wood,  on 
file  in'the  QnartemiasterGenerars  Office,  his  affidavit  of  October  18,  1866,  should  be  filed. 
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December  5,  1866,  O.  C.  French,  late  First  Tennessee  Light  Artillery  and  acting  as- 
sistant qnartermaster,  swears  that  in  the  month  of  December,  1864,  the  command  of 
General  Gillem  encamped  on  or  near  the  farm  of  James  S.  Boyd,  ana  between  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  and  May,  1865,  the  command  cut  and  used  for  quarters,  stables,  and  fuel  tim- 
ber to  the  amount  of  5,400  cords,  and  used  for  fuel  besides  this  9,000  rails ;  that  about 
4,000  corda  were  used  for  building  quarters  and  stables,  and  about  bOO  cords  for  fuel. 

July  18, 1868,  General  Thomas  Swords,  assistant  quartermaster-general  United  States 
Army,  reports  the  claimant  disloyal  to  the  United  States. 
July  28,  1868,  the  claim  was  again  disallowed  by  the  quartermaster  for  disloyalty. 
The  claimant  the  copy  of  the  outh  of  allegiance  sworn  to  by  him  February  1, 1864, 
before  A.  A.  Thomas,  capt>ain  and  assistant  adjutant-general. 

March  28,  1874,  John  Williams  and  E.  W.  Armstrong  swear  that  they  are  neighbors 
of  claimant,  and  have  known  him  for  the  last  tifteen  years,  and  state  unhesitatingly 
that  ever  since  he  took  the  oath  dated  February  1, 1864,  he  has  been  loyal  to  the  United 
States  Government,  and  has  faithfully  complied  with  all  the  requiivments  of  said  oath. 
March  28,  1874,  L.  C.  Houck  swears  that  ne  is  iiersonally  acquainted  with  claimant, 
and  that  he  verily  believes  that  he  has  demeaned  himself  as  a  dutiful  citizen  ever  since 
February  1, 1864,*^  when  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

April  1,  1874,  Hon.  R.  R.  Butler,  in  forwarding  the  above  affi«lavits  to  the  Quarter- 
master-GeneraVs  Office,  certifies  that  L.  C.  Houck  was  colonel  of  the  Third  Tennessee 
Infantry,  and  is  of  well-known  loyalty  and  inte^ty ;  that  E.  W.  Armstrong  was  major 
Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  that  Col.  John  Williams's  loyalty  is  well  known  by  every 
prominent  citizen. 

April  20, 1874,  a  certificate  of  ownership  of  ffJO  acres  of  land  bv  James  S.  Boyd  and 
Ws  wife,  signed  by  the  register  of  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  was  filed. 

Jalv  1, 1874,  Spencer  Munson,  late  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  Eighth  Tennessee 
Cavalry,  and  S.  C.  Morley,  late  first  lieutenant  Company  D,  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
fiwear  that  at  the  request  of  Jonas  Drury,  agent  Quartermaster's  Department,  they 
visited  the  land  owned  by  James  S.  Boyd,  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  a  certain 
former  camping-ground  of  the  Tennessee  Guards,  commanded  by  JL  C.  GiUem,  brigadier- 
general  United  States  Volunteers,  during  the  winter  of  1864-^65 ;  the  said  camp  was 
on  the  lands  of  Capt.  James  S.  Boyd ;  that  when  the  troops  went  on  the  laud  it  was 
covered  bv  a  fine  growth  of  timber,  from  which  was  built  winter-quarters  for  men  and 
sheds  for  horses,  and  some  was  used  as  fuel ;  that  they  were  personally  present  on  the 
land  and  know  of  the  use  of  the  timber  as  appraised,  but  have  never  made  any  accurate 
estimate  as  to  amounts.  Spencer  Munson  further  swears  that  he  has  been  personally 
acquainted  with  claimant  since  the  year  1865 ;  that  it  is  his  firm  belief  that  he  has  in 
no  wise  violated  his  oath  of  alle^anoe  to  the  United  States  Government.  S.  C.  Morley 
further  swears  that  his  acquaintance  with  claimant  is  but  limited,  but  that  he  has 
every  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  been  loyal  since  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

July  8, 1874,  E.  W.  Armstrong,  late  mt^jor  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  certifies  that 
he  has  known  James  S.  Boyd  eil  his  life ;  that  during  the  winter  of  1864-^65  he  was 
tncamped  on  claimant's  farm ;  that  he  was  one  of  the  commission  appointed  to  as- 
certain the  amount  of  wood  and  fence-rails  consnmed ;  that  the  land  was  surveyed  by 
Mr.  McNutt,  the  county  surveyor,  who  reported  that  all  the  timber  from  90  acres  had 
been  used ;  that  they  had  the  panels  of  fence  counted,  and  found  that  9, 000  rails  had 
been  consnmed. 

JnlvlO,  1874,  Jonas  Drury,  agent  Quartermaster's  Department,  in  returning  the  claim 
to  Lieut.  Col.  ^ames  A.  Ekin,  reports  that  ''the  command  of  Bvt.  Mai.  Gen.  A.  C. 
6ill(»n  was  encamped  on  the  land  owned  by  claimant  from  November,  1864,  to  March, 
1865.  When  this  encampment  was  selected,  the  land  was  covered  with  a  fine  growth 
of  yoang  timber,  mostly  oak,  with  some  pine  and  hickory.  This  same  land  was  used 
for  a  camping-irroond  by  a  portion  of  the  Federal  forces  in  1812-'13,  and  all  the  timber 
was  then  oat  off,  so  that  the  timber  oat  and  used  by  the  Army  in  1864-^65  was  small,  and 
has  grown  since  1813.  The  timber  stood  very  thick  on  the  ground,  and  was  tall  and 
straight,  with  bat  few  branchen.  During  the  winter  of  1864-^65  the  Federal  Army  cnt 
and  used  for  fael  and  quarters  for  men  and  animals  all  the  timber  that  stood  on  90 
acres,  as  appears  in  a  report  made  by  Col.  Jo.  Parsons  and  Mf^.  E.  W.  Armstrong  to 
Lieut  O.  C.  French,  brigade  quartermaster,  dated  March  27,  1865,  which  is  herewith 
inclos^,  marked  '*B,^  to  which  attention  is  invited,  also  to  the  aflfldavit  of  O.  C.  French, 
lieutenant  and  assistant  quartermaster  Gillem's  brigade  marked  *<A,''  for  company,  with 
Spencer  Mnn8on,lateacUatant  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  Mi^.  E.  W.  Armstrong,  late 
Plinth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  Lieut.  S.  C.  Morley,  late  of  Company  D,  Eighth  Tennessee 
Cavalry.  I  went  over  the  90  aoTe8,and  found  that  the  land  has  been  under  cultivation  for 
several  years,  and  man^  small  stumps  have  disappeared.  I  got  Msjor  Armstrong,  who 
waa  bora  and  raised  within  two  miles  of  this  lana,  and  claimant  to  select  land  aqjoin- 
iog,  of  similar  growth  and  of  average  quality  with  that  cut  and  used  by  the  Army,  and 
I  measared  off  one  acre,  and  then  measured  the  diameter  of  each  and  every  tree  and 
stump  on  the  acre,  and  found  on  the  acre  262  trees  and  stumps,  which  average  8t^ 
inches  in  diameter.    I  estimate  from  this  measurement  that  the  90  acres  would  average 
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21  cords  per  acre.  Standing  timber  in  the  vicinity  is  worth  75  cents  per  cord.  In  1863 
claimant  o%vned  and  still  owns  643  acres  of  laud,  which,  in  1862,  was  assessed  at  $14,- 
600.  or  an  average  of  $22.70  per  acre.  But  150  acres  of  this,  consisting  of  an  island 
and  river  bottom,  is,  in  my  opinion,  worth  $50  per  acre,  the  493  acres  being  worth 
only  $14.40  jier  acre.  I  am  satisfied  the  number  of  fence-rails  named  in  this  claim  i» 
not  overestimated.  Claimant  has  been  loyal  since  February  1, 1864,  the  dat«  he  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance.    I  believe  claimant  is  justly  entitled  to  payment,  as  follows : 

1,890  cords  wood,  (standing,)  at  75 cents $1,417  50 

90  cords  wood,  (rails,)  at  $2 180  00 

Total 1,597  50 

July  16, 1874,  Colonel  Ekin,  in  forwarding  the  report  of  Jonas  Dmry,  the  agent  who 
investigated  the  claim,  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  remarks :  "  From  the  report  of  the 
agent,  and  affidavits  and  statements  of  L.  C.  Houck,  late  colonel  Third  Tennessee  In- 
fantry; E.  W.  Armstrong,  late  major  Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry;  Lieutenants  Spencer 
Munson,  S.  C.  Worley,  and  O.  C.  French,  late  of  Eighth  Tennessee  Cavalry  and  First 
Tennessee  Light  Artillery,  and  others,  it  appears  that  in  November,  1864,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Army,  composed  of  several  regiments  commanded  by  General  Gillem,  en- 
camped on  and  occnpied  claimant's  land  until  March,  1865.  During  this  time  the 
wood  and  timber  on  90  acres  of  claimant's  land  was  cut  off  by  the  troops,  and  used  for 
fuel  and  other  purposes.  The  agent  states  that  after  counting  and  measuring  the 
diameter  of  all  the  trees  and  stumps  on  one  acre  a^oining  claimant's  land,of  like  growth 
and  average  quality,  he  estimates  the  average  yield  to  have  been  21  cords  per  acre ; 
that  standing  timber  in  the  vicinity  is  worth  75  cents  per  cord  ;  that  he  is  satisfied  the 
number  of  fence-rails  is  not  overestimated ;  that  they  were  worth  $2  per  cord,  and 
that  since  claimant  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  February  1,  1864,  he  has  kept  it,  and 
been  loyal  to  the  Government. 

"Aft«r  a  careful  examination  of  the  case  as  disclosed  by  the  testimonv  and  stat-e- 

ments  of  witnesses,  and  agent's  report,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  claimant's  wood  and 

rails  were  taken  by  proper  authority,  and  applied  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  Army. 

"In  this  view  of  the  case  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that  claimant  be  allowed  :— 

1,890  cords  wood,  (standing,)  at  75  cents $1,417  50 

90  cords  wood,  (rails,)  at  §2 180  00 

Total 1,597  50 

^'And  that  this  amonnt  be  paid  claimant  in  full  satisfaction  of  this  claim. 
"Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

"  Quariermaaier,  U.  S»  A," 

The  Quartermaster-General,  on  reviewing  the  case  after  itsretum  by  the  depot  quar- 
termaster, remarks :  ^*  Here  is  a  claim  for  $16;000.  An  agent  of  intelligence  visited  the 
ground,  and  finds  that  the  value  of  the  res  gestce  is  about  one-tenth,  or  $1,600.  lam  not 
convinced  that  the  claim  presented  is  just." 

The  attorney  was  notified  December  3,  1674,  that  the  claim  was  rejected,  the  Quar- 
termaster-General not  being  satisfied  of  its  justice.  Since  this  action  a  supplemental 
report  has  been  made  by  Jonas  Drury,  the  agent  who  first  investigated  the  case,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  KxoxviLLE,  Texn.,  December  11, 1874. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  most  respectfuUv  invite  attention  to  my  report,  dated  July 
10, 1874,  on  claim  No.  2233,  filed  by  James  S.  Boyd,  of  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  for  9,00a 
fence  rails  and  5,400  conls  of  wood,  being  the  timber  taken  from  90  acres  of  land,  and 
used  by  the  Federal  army,  mostly  by  General  Gillem's  command,  in  1864  and  1865,  amount- 
ing to  $16,537.50.  The  report  to  which  attention  is  invited  explains  the  method  pursued 
by  me  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  wood  which  an  average  acre  would  produce.  I  as- 
certained the  number  of  trees  on  the  acre  by  actual  counting,  and  the  diameter  at  the 
stump  by  actually  measuring  each  tree.  I  then  ascertained  the  average  diameter,  a» 
shown  by  a  table  furnished  with  my  report,  to  be  8  59-131  inches.    So  far  all  wasright. 

"  I  estimated  that  a  tree  8  59-131  inches  in  diameter  at  the  stump  would  be  4'mche8 
in  diameter  l&  feet  above  the  stump,  and  from  this  estimate  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  acre  would  yield  21  cords  of  wood." 

"  A  short  time  since,  Mr.  Boyd  informed  me  that  he  was  sure  that  I  had  made  a  great 
mistake,  and  that  my  report  did  him  great  injustice.  I  assured  him  that  my  intention 
was  to  allow  him  for  all  the  timber  the  land  would  make,  and  I  explained  to  him  the 
course  pursued  by  me  to  arrive  at  the  21  cords  per  acre,  but  that  did  not  satisfy 
him ;  and  on  the  8th  instant  I  went  in  company  with  Mr.  Boyd  and  three  other  men 
onto  the  acre  named  in  my  report  of  July  10,  and  I  selected  two  trees  of  the  aver« 
age  size — 8  59-131  inches  at  the  stump,  and  of  average  height  and  proportion — and  had 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


CLAIMS  PASSED  UPON  BY  ACTING  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.    23 

them  cut  down  and  cnt  into  sticks  4  feet  long,  both  stem  and  tops,  or  branches,  the 
stem  pieces  were  split,  and  all  was  piled  up  straight  and  compact,  and  the  pile  measured. 
"The two  trees  made  a  pile  4  feet  by  4  and  3  feet  and  4  inches  high,  equal  to  seven- 
siixteenths  of  a  cord.  The  measurement  actually  surprised  me;  but  actual  measure- 
ment convinced  me  that  I  had  made  a  great  error  in  my  former  estimate,  and  believing 
that  an  error  is  not  a  crime,  and  that  to  hide  the  discovery  would  be  criminal,  I  hasten 
to  make  this  as  a  supplemental  report  at  mjr  earliest  opportunity. 

"By  the  actual  measurement  above  described  the  land  would  average  57  cords  of 
wood  per  acre,  making  on  the  90  acres  5,130  cords  of  wood,  worth  seventy-five 
cents  per  cord,  $3,847.50,  and  90  cords  of  wood  (rails  9,000)  worth  $2  per  cordj  §180; 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $4,027.50;  which  amount  I  believe  to  be  justly  due  claimant. 
"I  regret  the  error ;  no  man  can  regret  it  more  than  I  do ;  and  I  make  this  as  supple- 
mentary to  my  report  of  July  10,  1^74,  with  a  view  to  justice. 
"  Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servantj 

"JONAS  DRURY, 
**Agent  Quartermaster's  Department. 
"  Col.  Jam£s  A.  Ekin, 

^^ Deputy  Quartermaster-General^  U.  S.  A., 

** Central  Quart^masterf  Department  of  the  South,  LouisvilUf  KyJ^ 

Lient.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,  central  quartermaster,  Department  of  the  South,  December 
19, 1874,  in  submitting  the  above  report,  remarks  : 

''  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  supplemental  report  of  Agent  Jonas  Drury  in  claim  of 
James  S.  Boyd,  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  for  fuel  used  from  his  land  by  the  United 
States  troops  during  1864-'65,  returned  to  vour  Office  with  report  and  recommendation 
July  16, 1874. 

"By  the  report  inclosed  it  will  appear  that  an  error  was  made  in  the  former  report  of 
the  agent  in  estimating  the  number  of  cords  of  wood  an  acre  of  land  would  yield  ; 
and  he  now  estimates  the  quantity  at  57  cords  per  acre.  This  amount  I  regard  as  ex- 
cessive, but  in  similar  cases  have  considered  50  cords  per  acre  as  the  maximum  allow- 
ance. I  would  therefore  substitute  the  following  recommendation  in  lieu  of  that  of 
July  16 : 

•'The  claimant  to  receive  pay  for  50  cords  of  wood  per  acre  on  90  acres — 

4.500  cords,  at  seventy-five  cents $3,375 

90  cords  of  wood,  (9,000  rails,)  at  $2 180 


3.555 


And  that  this  amount  be  paid  claimant  in  full  satisfaction  of  his  clatm." 


EXHIBIT  D. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 
Washingtonf  D.  C,  November  12,  ld70. 

Sm:  In  the  claim  of  Alexander  Ramsay,  filed  by  you  January  17, 1857,  for 

tbe  valae  of  339  cords  wood,  (fence  rails, )  at  $2  per  cord $678  00 

450  cords  wood,  (standing  in  the  tree,)  at  $2per  cord 900  00 

Total 1,578  00 

You  are  respectfully  informed  that  it  appears  from  the  certificate  of  Lieut.  O.  C. 
Williams,  A.  A.  Q.  M.  Seventeenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  that  the  timber  for  which  charge 
is  made  was  cut  in  part  to  build  the  fortifications  near  Bolivar,  Tennessee,  and  in  part 
to  give  range  to  the  guns  of  the  batteries,  and  that  the  rails  were  used  and  destroyed 
in  the  erection  of  forts. 

ThesI  being  the  facts,  this  Department  can  afford  no  relief ;  timber  used  for  pur- 
poses of  fortifications  not  being  an  item  of  "  quartermasters'  stores." 

In  claims  of  similar  character  the  Engineer  Department  has  advised  this  OflSce  that 
it  had  no  appropriation  from  which  to  settle  such  accounts.    Claimants  can  look  to 
Congress  alone  for  relief. 
By  order  Quartermaster-General. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

M.  1.  LUDINGTON, 
Qnariermaster,  Vnited  Stales  Army. 
P.  J.  Atwell,  Memphis j  Tennessee.  j 
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War  Departmext,  Quartermaster-Gekeral's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  September  15,  1873. 
Colonel  :  The  Inclosed  claim  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  a  citizen  of  Hardeman  County, 
Kentucky,  for  standing  timber  and  rails,  stated  at  $1,578,  presented  to  this  Office  under 
the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  is  herewith  respectfully  referred  to  you  for  investigation  and 
report  as  to  the  lustice  of  the  claim. 
Claimant  has  been  reported  loyal. 

The  relative  quantities  of  wood  used  for  engineer  purposes  and  for  fuel  should  be 
ascertained. 

By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 
Very  respectfully,  &o., 

M.  I.  LUDIXGTON, 
QuartemiasteTj  United  States  Army, 
Lieut.  Col.  Jas.  A.  Ekix, 

Chirf  Quartermaster,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 


Claim  of  Alexander  Ramsey,  a  citizen  of  Hardeman  County,  Tennessee,  for  compen- 
sation for — 
Fuel,  consisting  of  25,160  rails,  10^  feet  in  length,  70  rails  to  the  cord,  making 

33d  cords  of  wood,  at  $2  per  cord,  (correct  amount  is  359  cords,  1718) $678  00 

300  trees,  (for  the  purpose  of  constructing  forts  and  fortifications,)  1^  cords  to 

the  tree,  making  450  cords  of  wood,  at  $2  per. cord 900  00 

Amounting  to 1,578  00 

(Should  be  $1. 618  00.) 

Extract  from  hrirf  of  the  case, 

•  •  «  *  *  •  * 

The  claim  having  been  referred  to  the  chief  quartermaster.  Department  of  the  South, 
was  placed  in  the  nands  of  J.  L.  Trumbull,  quartermaster's  agent,  for  investigation , 
who  obtained  the  a^Sdavit  of  James  B.  Hams,  October  30,  1874,  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: James  B.  Hams  swears  **  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  Alex.  Ram8ey4>f  Harde- 
man County,  Tennessee ;  has  been  for  the  past  50  (f)  years.  Knows  well  the  farm  of 
said  Ramsey,  lying  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Bolivar,  Tennessee ;  that  in  June,  1862,  the 
United  States  troops  came  to  the  fann  of  Ramaey  and  encamped  thereon,  remaining 
about  twelve  months;  during  that  time  the  troops  took  from  said  farm  idl  the  fenc- 
ing on  and  around  it ;  this  fencing  was  a  good  and  substantial  one,  at  least  10  rails 
high.  To  the  best  of  [myl  remembrance  there  was  before  the  troops  came  about  12 
acres  of  wood-land  on  saia  farm.  The  trees  were  cut  from  the  farm  by  the  troops.  I 
saw  part  of  it  cut,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  troops  cut  it  all.  I  saw  the  troops 
constructing  two  forts  on  the  farm,  and  part  of  the  timoer  was  used  in  building, said 
forts.  My  present  recollection  is  that  the  troons  were  under  the  command  of  Gen.  L. 
P.  Ross,  of  Illinois,  who  left  here  about  the  1st  November,  1862,  and  when  he  left  there 
was  no  timber  or  rails  on  said  farm.  The  above  comprises  about  my  recollection  con- 
nected with  the  taking  of  said  property.  I  should  sa^  that  the  trees  cut  would  average 
about  one  cord  each.  I  would  also  estimate  that  said  wood  was  worth  one  dollar  per 
oord  in  the  tree.'' 

The  following  La  a  copy  of  a  certificate  obtained  by  the  agent,  Mr.  Trumbull,  showing 
Alexander  Ran^y  to  nave  been  the  owner  of  certain  tracts  of  land  at  the  time  his 
claim  (nriglnated,  viz : 

"  I  hereby  certify,  as  shown  on  the  record  in  my  office,  Alexander  Ramsey  was  the 
owner  of  164  acres,  registered  January  27, 1849.  and  conveyed  to  G.  W.  Swinebroad, 
March  1, 1866.  Also  another  tract,  containing  36  acres,  bought  of  A.  T.  Robertson,  reg- 
istered June  the  19th,  1858,  and  conveyed  to  G.  W.  Swine  Broad,  March  the  Ist,  1866. 
Also  another  tract,  containing  36  acres,  bought  of  A.  T.  Robertson,  registeel  June  19, 
1858,  and  conveyed  to  G.  W.  Swine  Broad,  March  ^he  1st,  1866.  Also  one  other  tract 
of  land  containing  3f ,  conveyed  to  Isaac  Ramsey,  colored,  March  18, 1866. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  this  31st  day  of  October,  1874. 

"R.  T.  AMMONS,  U.  H,  C.» 

J.  L.  TtumbuU,  the  agent  who  investigated  the  claim,  reports  as  follows :  "  This 
claim  alleges  the  taking  of  timber  and  raib  from  claimant  in  tne  year  1862,  amounting 
to  the  sum  of  |1,578.  Claimant's  loyalty  established,  and  the  taking  of  the  ptoperty 
verified  by  Lieutenant  Williams,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  which  also  bears  the  ap- 
proval of  General  Ross.  The  claim  as  made  out  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  estimate  made 
by  Lieutenant  Wil  Hams  by  $642.  Claimant  explains  this  bv  saying  that  a  portion  of  his 
rails  and  timber  were  taken  after  the  command  of  General  Ross  had  left  the  place.    I 
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cannot,  however,  find  any  testimony  that  can  establish  this,  as  it  all  concurs  in  the  fact 
that,  when  Lieutenant  Williams  lelt,  the  farm  was  stripped  of  rails  and  timber;  hence 
the  certificate  must  cover  the  loss.  This  conclusion  leaves  the  only  question  for  de- 
termination as  to  how  much  of  this  timber  and  how  many  rails  were  used  in  the  con- 
Atmction  of  fortifications,  and  how  much  was  used  as  fuel.  My  investigation  shows 
that  there  was  on  the  farm  some  25,000  rails  in  all,  and  that  at  least  one- half  of  them 
were  used  in  the  construction  of  the  two  forts  erected  on  claimant^  land ;  the  balance 
were  burned.  I  am  compelled  to  use  the  conjecture  only  of  persons  for  this  conclusion 
as  to  quantity ;  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  timber.  The  evidence  is  plain 
and  sufficient  to  show  that  this  timber-land  was  thickly  set,  and  the  timber  valuable, 
although  the  estimates  are  low.  I  call  attention  to  the  affidavit  of  James  B.  Harris, 
which  18  conclusive  and  valuable  from  the  fact  that  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  farm  and  of  the  destruction  of  the  property.  I  recommend  that  payment  be  made 
on  thin  claim  for  |^36,  that  being  the  amount  of  the  estimate  less  the  damage  done  to 
the  land,  which  was  immaterial.  One-half  of  this  amount  to  be  charged  to  the  Enci- 
neer's  Department.  There  is  no  way  to  settle,  defioitely,  the  exact  quantities  used  by 
each  department,  but  this  division  is  warranted  by  the  opinions  I  have  been  able  to 
get  as  to  the  quantity  used  as  fuel  and  as  to  engineer  purposes." 

Colonel  Ekin,  in  his  letter  of  March  31^  1875,  returning  the  claim  with  the  above  re- 
})ort,  after  reviewing  a  portion  of  the  evidence  and  report  of  the  agent,  remarks :  "  I 
concur  in  the  report  and  respectfully  recommend  claimant  be  paid  |418,  as  suggested 
by  the  agent.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  a  proper  charge  against  the  Quartermaster's 
IJepartment.  The  relative  quantities  of  wood  used  for  engineer  purposes  and  for  fuel 
cannot,  with  greater  accuracy,  be  determined  by  this  Office.'' 

The  Third  Auditor  states  that  the  returns  of  Lieutenant  Charles  C.  Williams,  acting 
amistant  quartermaster  Seventeenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  do  not  account  for  any  prop- 
erty aa  purchased  or  taken  from  claimant  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1662. 


EXHIBIT  E. 
War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

WoBhingUm,  D,  (j^,  Xovember  6,  1874. 
Silt:  The  inclosed  claim'of  William  B.  Toler,  a  citizen  of  Madison  .County,  Missouri, 
for  120  bashels  corn,  stated  at  $120,  presented  to  this  Office  under  the  act  of  July  4, 
1864,  is  herewith  respectfully  referred  to  you  for  re-investigation  and  report,  as  to  the 
justice  of  the  claim  and  the  loyalty  of  the  claimant  at  the  time  the  stores  were  taken 
and  thenceforward  until  the  end  of  the  war,  with  attention  invited  to  additional  evi- 
dence also  incloeed. 
By  order  of  the  Qnart«rmaster-General. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

M.  L  LUDINGTON, 
Quartemuuter  United  States  Army, 
CoL  D.  H.  RucKER, 

Chief  Quartermaeterf  Chicago^  Illinois. 


Quartermaster-General's  Office. 

Washington^  D,  C,  September  26,  1866. 
Gkmtlbmkk  :    The  inclosed  claim  in  favor  of  William  B.  Toler,  for  com,  is  herewith 
ntmned  disallowed,  there  being  evidence  on  file  in  this  Office  questioning  the  loyalty 
of  claimant. 
By  order  of  the  Qoartermaster-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  BROWN, 
Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Chitf  Fifth  Division. 
TucKEB  Sc  Sells, 

Washington,  2>.  C. 

lExtract.] 

The  elaim,  having  been  investigated,  was  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General 
United  States  Army,  by  CoL  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  chief  quartermaster,  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Kaos.,  inclosing  and  approvin^^  the  report  of  H.  Y.  Easton,  the  agent  who  in- 
vestigated it,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz : 

**  from  the  Investigation  of  this  claim,  there  appears  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  com 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


26  CLAIMS  PASSED  UPON  BY  ACTING  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 

was  taken  as  alleged.  There  U  no  means  within  my  reach  by  which  the  signature  of 
the  officer  to  the  receipt  can  be  verified,  but  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  claimant's  char- 
acterj  that  he  would  not  offer  fraudulent  receipts  in  support  of  the  claim.  Martin  6. 
Foster  and  Thomas  B.  Grigsby,  the  witnesses  whose  names  api>ear  to  the  application, 
were,  at  the  time  of  signing,  respectable  and  credible  persons ;  the  latter  nas  since 
become  very  dissipated  and  worthless.  He  is  not  now  in  the  county,  and  his  where- 
abouts is  unknown.  He  was  sheriff  of  Madison  County  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
and  his  business  often  rec^uired  him  to  ^o  into  disloyal  neighborhoods  in  the  county, 
and  doubtless  he  tried  to  incur  favor  with  the  rebels,  in  order  to  perform  his  duties 
unmolested,  which  caused  suspicion  against  him  and  his  arrest  by  the  United  States 
military  authorities.  He  was  soon  after  released,  and  performed  the  duties  of  his  office 
without  further  molestation  to  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office.  It  appears  that 
the  claimant  owned,  and  was  running,  a  niill  at  the  time,  and  that  the  com  was  taken 
from  the  mill.  Martin  G.  Foster  states  he  was  at  the  mill  at  the  time  the  troops  took 
the  com :  that  there  was  a  non-commissioned  officer  with  the  troops  at  the  time ;  that 
Thomas  B.  Grigsby  was  passing  at  the  time,  and  stopped  a  few  moments  to  converse  with 
him  and  th^  troops ;  the  witnesses  therefore  hail  a  good  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
facts  in  the  case.  It  is  believed  that  75  cents  per  bushel  is  a  reasonable  price  for  the 
com  at  the  time  it  is  alleged  to  have  been  taken."  »  *  • 


EXHIBIT  F. 


Wak  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Xovember,  14,  1873. 
Sir:  You  are  respectfully  informed  that  the  claim  in  favor  of  S.  T.  Price,  Kenton 
County,  Kentucky,  tor  value  of  quartermaster's  stores,  $160,  filed  in  this  office  August 
15, 1872,  is  not  allowed. 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  unable  to  certify  that  he  is  convinced  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  claimant,  as  required  by  law  of  July  4, 1864,  before  reporting  the  claim  to  the  Third 
Auditor  with  recommendation  for  settlement. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  M.  I.  LUDIXGTON, 

Quartermasterj  United  States  Aimy. 
F.  P.  Cappy, 

Hashington,  2>.  C. 


War  Department,  Quarteiwiaster-General^s  Office, 

Waskin^toHy  D.  C,  May  26, 1874. 
Colonel  :  The  inclosed  claim  of  8.  T.  Price,  a  citizen  of  Kenton  County,  Kentucky, 
for  quartermaster's  stores,  stated  at  $160,  presented  to  this  Office  under  the  act  of  July 
4,  1864,  is  herewith  respectfully  referred  to  you  for  investigation  and  report  as  to  the 
justice  of  the  claim  and  the  loyalty  of  the  claimant  at  the  time  the  stores  were  taken 
and  thenceforward  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Claimant  was  reported  as  disloyal  bv  you  November  4, 1873.    Attention  is  invited  to 
additional  evidence,  herewith  inclosed. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON. 
QiiartermtuteTf  United  States  Army, 
Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin, 

Chief  Quartermaster  J  LouistilUy  Ky, 

The  claim  having  Ijeen  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Ekin,  chief  quartermaster  De^ 
partment  of  the  South,  for  investigation  and  report,  was  examined  by  Agent  J.  L.  Trum- 
bull, who  elicited  from  W.  Sayers,  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses,  a  statement,  dated 
September  29,  1874,  as  follows : 

''I  was  personally  present  when  this  horse  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  United 
States,  in  the  town  of  Crittenden,  Grant  County,  Kentucky.  A  large  number  of  horses 
were  impressed  at  the  same  time,  owners  being  notified  to  bring  horses  to  Crittenden 
for  the  use  of  the  Army.    I  distinctly  remember  the  impressment  of  Mr.  Price's  horse.'' 

"  September  30,  1874.    Agent  Trumbull  reports : 

"I  file  herewith  the  statement  of  W.  Sayers,  who  signed  the  claim,  that  he  was 
personally  present  and  saw  said  horse  taken  into  the  United  States  service.  Mr.  Say- 
ers is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Kenton  County,  and  thoroughly  credible.  The  presence 
of  the  receipt  and  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Sayers  fix  the  merits  of  the  claim  beyond  any 
doubt. 
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"The  market-price  of  Bound,  serviceable  horses  at  that  time  was  $145,  for  which 
amoaDt  I  reconimend  the  payment  of  this  claim." 

November  18,  1874.  Colonel  Ekin,  iu  returning  the  case,  calls  attention  to  the 
agent^s  report,  and  says:  *'In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  recommended  that  the  horse 
be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  $125." 

The  average  price  paid  by  the  Government  for  cavalry  horses  in  Kentucky  at  that 
date,  August,  1864,  was  $150  each. 


EXHIBIT  G. 

Personal.] 

Office  op  Winslow  &  Winslow, 

No.  70  WiLUAM  STREET,  KkMP  BUILDING, 

Xew  Yorky ,  187-. 

Mt  Dear  General  :  I  hand  you  herewith  the  brief  of  a  case  now  pending  in  your 
Department,  accompanied  by  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  my  brother,  and  as  I  know 
the  claimant  to  be  a  thoroughly  trustworthy  and  meritorious  gentleman  and  believe 
his  case  to  be  all  that  my  brother  says  of  it,  I  venture  to  request  yon  to  have  it  looked 
into  at  once,  and  would  regard  it  as  a  favor  if  you  would  cause  me  to  be  informed  why 
it  has  not  been  settled,  and  what  is  required,  if  anything,  to  secure  its  settlement 
without  further  delay. 

Hoping  that  you  had  a  pleasant  and  profitable  trip  to  the  frontier,  I  am,  very  truly, 
yours, 

J.  H.  WILSON. 
Gen.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Indorsements  on  preceding : 

New  York, ,  1873. 

Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson  incloses  copies  of  paj'ers  in  claim  of  Geo.  W.  Reardon  and  John 
8.  Garland  for  railroad  iron  taken  at  Cairo,  111.,  by  Capt.  A.  C.  Woolfolk,  A.  Q.  M.,  in 
1864— value  of  iron  and  interest  amounting  to  $16,cf79.97 — and  Requests  payment  of 
claim  without  further  delay. 

[Special.] 
Have  this  claim  examined  and  notify  me  of  the  result  on  my  return. 

W.  W.  B. 
May  9, 1873. 

War  Department,  May  14, 1873. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  report  and  papers. 
Bv  order  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  M.  DUNN, 
As8t,  Judge  Adv.  Genl,,  Bvt,  Brig,  Gen,,  U,  S,  A, 

Quartermaster-General^s  Office,  May  16, 1873. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  the 
brief  of  the  case  submitted  by  Maj.  M.  I.  Ludington  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  Oc- 
tober 11, 1872,  (paper  numl>ered  3*2.)  and  his  (Quartermaster-General's)  remarks  thereon. 
All  the  papers  in  the  case  are  forwarded  herewith  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
tary. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quarfennaster-General,  U,  S.  A. 


Office  of  the  United  States  District  Attorney 

FOR  THE  Southern  District  of  Illinois, 

Springfield,  Illinois,  July  3,  ld73. 
Sir:  Referring  to  yonr  letter  to  me  of  May  22  last,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Messra* 
Keardon  &,  Garland'  for  the  value  of  397  bars  of  railroad  iron,  &,c.,  I  am  requested 
by  my  friend  Mr.  Keardon,  in  the  absence  of  General  Wihson  in  Europe,  to  forward 
yon  the  inclosed  transcript  of  pi*oceedings  iu  the  matter  of  Henry  J.  Deal  vs.  The  Cairo 
and  Fulton  Railroad  Company,  «&c.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  papers  that 
Mr.  Deal's  title  to  the  iron  was  as  perfect  as  legal  proceedings  could  make  it,  and  that 
Mr.  Bedford,  the  president  of  the  company,  by  his  presence  and  the  receipt  of  money, 
confirmed  the  sale.  DeaPs  subsequent  conveyance  to  Keardon  &  Garland  for  $9,400, 
or  whatever  amount  they  paid,  it  occurs  to  me,  gave  them  good  title.    I  hope,  for  Mr. 
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Roardon's  account,  who  is  a  poor  but  worthy  man,  that  the  subject  will  be  looked  at 
again  in  the  light  of  this  additional  evidence,  and,  if  proper,  allowed  and  paid.  His 
address  is  Shawnee  Town,  111. 

It  is  due  myself  that  I  should  say  that  I  have  uo  interest  in  this  claim,  either  direct 
or  contingent. 

With  great  respect, 

BLUFORD  WILSON. 
Gen.  W.  M.  Duxx, 

Assistant  Jadge-Advocate-Generalj  TVashington  City, 

f  Indorsement.  I 
Quartermaster-General's  Office,  July  2S,  1873. 

Respectfully'  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  re- 
port upon  this  case  hj  Maj.  M.  I.  Ludington.  quartermaster.  United  States  Army, 
October  11, 1872,  herewith,  No.  32,  to  my  note  tnereon,  and  to  the  letters  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  Gen.  J.  N.  Wilson  and  Bluford  Wilson,  Majr  22,  1873. 

The  additional  evidence  herein  filed  by  Mr.  Bluford  Wilson  relates  solely  to  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  to  Henry  J.  Deal ;  the  judgment 
obtained  by  him  against  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  in  the  States  of  Mis- 
souri and  Illinois ;  the  levy  upon  and  sale  of  822  bars  of  railroad  iron  belonging  to  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  by  the  sheriff  of  Alexander  County,  ifliiiois,  and 
its  purchase  by  said  Deal— matters  about  which  there  has  never  been  any  dispute.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  of  any  particular  value  in  this  case. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  decision  in  this  case  are : 

1st.  The  taking  of  the  iron  from  Messrs.  Reardon  &,  Garland,  and  the  quantity  taken 
by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  not  returned  are  not  satisfactorily  established, 
(see  page  20  of  Major  Ludington's  report.) 

2d.  Tae  legal  question  as  to  whom  payment  should  be  made  to  for  the  quantity 
taken,  when  satisfied  of  the  taking  by  United  States,  (see  my  notes  on  Mcgor  Luding- 
t-on's  report  J  page  21.) 

Two  parties  are  claiming  the  iron  in  question :  one  party  by  virtae  of  a  purchase  at 
sheriff  sale  in  Illinois,  the  other  by  virtue  of  a  subsequent  purchase  under  a  mortgage 
executed  prior  to  levy  and  sale  by  the  sheriff. 

The  latter  claimant  may  have  the  beet  title,  and  if  it  should  be  so  decided,  he  will 
be  required  to  establish  his  loyalty  before  pavmentto  him. 

However,  if  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland  will  furnish  further  and  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  taking  of  the  iron  and  its  use  by  the  United  States,  and  of  the  quantity 
taken,  (stating  particularly  as  to  how  they  arrive  at  the  alleged  fact  that  just  three 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  bars  were  taken,)  I  will  refer  the  case,  under  the  act  of  July 
4, 1864.  to  the  Third  Auditor  with  recommendation  for  settlement,  provided  the  account* 
ing-omcers,  with  all  the  paiiers  before  them,  are  satisfied  that  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Gfltr- 
land  were  the  legal  owners  of  the  iron,  and  are  the  persons  entitled  to  payment  for  it. 
Their  loyalty  is  satisfactorily  established.  All  the  papers  relating  to  this  claim  are  in- 
closed. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 
Quarterma8t€9*'Generalf  U.  S.  A, 


Quartermaster-Gbneral's  Office, 

WasMngUmy  D.  C,  Jfaro^  14, 1874. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  letter  and  additional  evidence  filed  by 
Gen.  J.  H.  Wilson  January  21,  1874,  in  the  claim  of  Reardon  &,  Garland  for  399  bars 
railroad  iron,  weighing,  as  stated,  178,(>50  pounds=79if  }9  tons — valued  at  $130  per 
ton,  |10,368.0&~referrc^  to  me  "  for  remark,^'  and  to  state  that  a  brief  of  this  caee  was 
prepared  on  the  11th  of  October,  1872,  in  which  the  whole  matter  was  reduced  to  the 
following  propositions : 

'^  1st.  The  quantity  of  iron  taken  by  Captain  Woolfolk,  and  its  value. 

"2d.  Whether  it  was  taken  from  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland,  or  from  the  Cairo  and 
Fulton  Railroad  bv  Captain  Woolfolk. 

^'3d.  Whether  Messrs.  Reardon  &.  Garland  were  the  legal  owners  of  the  iron  at  the 
time  of  its  seizure  by  Captain  Woolfolk,  so  as  to  render  the  United  States  liable  to  them 
i6r  its  value,  or  whether  the  State  of  Missouri  had  a  lien  upon  it,  so  as  to  make  the 
United  States  liable  for  its  conversion  to  its  use,  to  the  State  of  Missouri  and  its  assigiis, 
or  to  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company. 

'*  So  far  as  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland  are  concerned,  the  case  turns  upon  the  third 
proposition,  and  upon  that  proposition  the  following  remarks  are  submitted : 

"At  some  period,  and  by  some  person  or  persons,  the  iron  was  taken  from  the  Cairo 
and  Fulton  Railroad,  at  Bird's  Point,  Missouri.  ( Query  by  Quartermaster-General :  How 
much;  and  how  much  was  returned!) 
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^^It  is  shown  hj  the  papers  filed  hy  Mr.  Thomas  Allen  that  the  State  of  Missouri  had 
a  lien  npon  the  poperty  and  franchise  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company,  and 
imder  tnat  lien  sold  the  property  and  heoame  the  purchaser  of  it ;  that  it  subsequently 
sold  the  same  to  Joseph  C.  Read  ei  aU,  and  that  Mr.  Read  sold  it  to  Thomas  Allen.  Cop- 
ies of  the  several  deeds  of  sale  are  filed  to  substantiate  these  facts. 
'^  There  is  no  dispute  as  to  the  lien  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  foreclosure  and  sale. 
*'  It  is  a  well-settled  rule  of  law  that  a  lien  upon  property  follows  the  property ;  there- 
fore, admitting  that  the  iron  seized  and  used  oy  Captain  Woolfolk  was  the  iron  levied 
upon  and  sold  under  execution  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  purchased  by  claimants,  it 
follows  that  the  United  States  are  liable  to  the  purchasers  under  that  lien,  which  in 
this  case  is  Mr.  Thomafl  Allen,  and  not  to  Messrs.  Keardon  &  Garland. 

"  But  it  is  a  case  arising  under  the  act  of  4th  July,  1864,  and  before  the  Quarter- 
mafiter-General  can  recommend  settlement  he  must  be  certified  of  the  taking,  the 
quantity  taken,  and  value,  and  loyalty  of  claimants. 

'*  Mr.  Allen  never  prepared  his  case  under  the  act  of  1864,  and  submitted  it  for  settle- 
ment.   There  is,  therefore,  no  proof  of  loyalty  of  Mr.  Allen. 

"The  quantity  of  iron  taken  is  not  proven  with  sufficient  clearness  to  enable  me  to 
reach  any  conc^nsion.  Messrs.  Reardon  &.  Garland  state  it  at  397  bars,  weighing  79i9H 
tons,  but  furniati  no  proof  to  show  how  they  determine  that  just  that  number  of  bars 
was  taken.  One  witness  swears  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  and  belief  there  were 
in  tiie  neighborhood  of  400  bars  used.  Another  witness  swears  that  to  the  best  of  his 
recollection  and  belief  at  least  300  bars  were  used,  and  perhaps  more.  These  affidavits 
TffCTe  made  February  3, 1868,  some  four  or  five  years  after  the  time  the  iron  was  taken. 
*'  Neither  person  states  how  he  arrives  at  the  number  of  bars  he  swears  to,  whether 
by  actual  count  at  the  time  the  iron  was  taken,  by  impressions  formed  at  the  time,  or 
by  conversations  with  persons  with  a  view  to  making  the  affidavit.  If  in  any  way 
except  by  actual  count,  the  testimony  is  not  sufficient  to  base  a  claim  on  which  money 
is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury. 

"Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland,  swear  to  397  bars;  but  how  they  know  that  just  397 
bare  were  taken,  when  the  taking  commenced  in  1863,  and  they  had  no  interest  in  the 
iron  until  after  i5th  of  August,  1^,  does  not  appear;  and  yet  claim  that  it  was  taken 
from  them  in  1863  and  1864. 

"Mr.  Allen,  the  real  owner,  has  filed  no  proof  as  to  the  quantity,  but  does  file  the 
afBdavit  of  Henry  I.  Deal,  In  which  th9  price  is  stated  at  |90  per  ton." 
Upon  this  case  the  Quartermaster-General  made  the  following  remarks: 
"Not  in  a  condition  to  be  fairly  decided.    Evidence  is  ex  parte  provided  by  claimant, 
whose  title  is  disputed.    I  doubt  whether  it  will  be  possible  to  settle  this  case  satisfac- 
torily without  a  trial  before  a  proper  Judicial  tribunal.'' 

Subsequently,  to  wit,  on  the  3q  of  July,  1873,  Mr.  Bluford  Wilson  filed  with  the 
Secreta^  of  War  additional  evidence  to  establish  Reardon  &  Garland's  title  to  the  iron. 
In  returning  the  papers  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  Quartermaster-General  said : 
"The  additional  evidence  herein  filed  by  Mr.  Bluford  Wilson  relates  solely  to  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  to  Henry  I.  Deal;  the  Judgment 
obtained  by  him  against  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  in  the  States  of  Mis- 
Boori  and  Illinois ;  the  levy  upon  and  sale  of  822  bars  of  railroad-iron  belonging  to  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  by  the  sheriff  of  Alexander  County,  Illinois,  and 
its  purchase  by  said  Deal — matters  about  which  there  has  never  been  any  dispute.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  of  any  particular  value  in  this  case. 
"  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  decision  in  this  case  are : 

"  1st.  The  taking  of  the  iron  from  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland  and  the  quantity  taken 
by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  not  returned  are  not  satisfactorily  estab- 
Med,  (see  page  20  of  M^or  Ludington's  report.) 

"2d.  The  legal  question  as  to  whom  payment  should  be  made  for  the  quantity  taken, 
when  satisfied  of  the  taking  by  the  United  States,  (see  my  notes  on  M%jor  Ludington's 
report,  page  21.) 

"Two  parties  are  claiming  the  iron  in  question:  one  party  by  virtue  of  a  purchase 
at  sheriflrs  sale  in  Illinois,  tne  other  by  virtue  of  a  subsequent  purchase  under  a  mort- 
gage executed  prior  to  levy  and  sale  by  the  sheriff. 

''  The  latter  claimant  may  have  the  best  title ;  and  if  it  should  be  so  decided  he  will 
be  required  to  establish  his  loyalty  before  payment  to  him. 

"However,  if  Messrs.  Reardon  A  Garland  will  furnish  further  and  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  taking  of  the  iron  and  its  use  by  the  United  States  and  of  the  quantity 
taken,  (stating  particularly  as  to  how  they  arrive  at  the  alleged  fact  that  just  397  bars 
were  taken^)  I  will  report  the  case,  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  to  the  Third  Auditor 
with  recommendation  for  settlement,  provided  the  accounting-officers,  with  aU  the 
papers  before  them,  are  satisfied  that  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland  were  the  legal 
owners  of  the  iron  and  are  the  persons  entitled  to  payment  for  it.  Their  loyalty  is 
satirfactorily  established. 

"The  additional  evidence  now  filed  is  the  affidavits  of  Isaac  Walden,  James  S.  Rear- 
doD»  John  C.  White,  J.  E.  Reardon,  and  George  W.  Reardon. 
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"Mr.  Isaac  Waldon,  James  8  Reardon,  John  C.  White,  and  J.  E.  Reardon  swear  that 
they  were  residents  of  Cairo  in  the  year  1864 ;  that  they  were  all  acquainted  with  claim- 
ants at  that  time  and  know  that  they  were  the  owners  of  larce  quantities  of  railroad- 
iron  purchased  b^  them  from  Deal  and  others ;  that  it  was  a  fact  well  known  to  them 
that  a  large  portion  of  said  iron  was  taken  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  Army,  and 
that  Reardon  &,  Garland  are  persons  of  veracity  and  entitled  to  belief/' 

George  W.  Reardon  swears  'Uhat  in  1864  he  was  a  partner  of  John  S.  Garland,  and  that 
they  were  the  owners  of  a  large  quantity  of  railroad-iron  then  at  Cairo,  and  that  dur- 
ing his  absence  from  the  city,  as  he  subsequently  learned,  Capt.  A.  C.  Woolfolk  took 
a  large  portion  of  said  iron  for  use  of  the  United  States  Army ;  that  when  he  retomed 
to  Cairo  he  found  the  iron  missing,  and  was  informed  by  his  partner  that  Woolfolk 
had  taken  about  400  bars ;  that  application  had  been  made  by  Garland  to  Woolfolk, 
while  the  iron  was  being  taken,  for  receipts  or  vouchers  for  the  same ;  that  Woolfolk 
acknowledged  the  taking,  claimed  that  he  was  compelled  to  have  it,  and  would  need 
more,  and  when  he  got  all  that  was  necessarv  he  would  make  him  and  Garland  a  proper 
voucher  for  the  same:  that  before  Woolfolk  had  completed  the  takinir  and  had  exe- 
cuted his  receipts  as  aoove  promised.  Garland  was  called  away,  and  beiore  his  return 
or  affiant's  to  Cairo  Captain  Woolfolk  was  relieved,  and  had  left  Cairo  without  leaving 
or  making  the  voucher. 

NoTK.-The  records  of  this  Office  show  Captain  Woolfolk  left  Cairo  A]fril  21, 1866, 
and  his  successor  always  refused  any  satisfaction  in  the  premises,  alleging  that  he 
knew  nothiuff  of  the  transaction  and  that  the^r  should  apply  to  his  predecessor;  that 
they  did  apply  to  Captain  Woolfolk  and  obtained  from  nlm  such  a  certificate  as  his 
recollection  would  enable  him  to  give.    (See  Woolf oik's  affidavit.) 

''That  the  evidence  of  the  taking  and  use  of  the  iron  is  shown  by  the  statement  of 
Captain  Woolfolk,  by  the  affidavit  of  Fanayher,  Baird,  Stewart,  and  Kinsley,  and  the 
affidavits  of  J.  E.  Reardon,  W.  A.  Redman,  (not  filed.)  Isaac  Walden,  James  Reardon, 
and  John  C.  White,  tiled  herewith,  and  tnat  the  tamng  was  a  notorious  fact  never 
disputed  or  questioned;  that  the  quantity  taken  was  ascertained  by  reference  to 
memoranda  and  data  of  the  dealings  of  affiant  and  his  partner,  showing  the  quantity 
to  be  about  400  bars. 

''That  William  H.  Fanayher,  assistant  to  Woolf  oik's  wagonmaster,  who  looked  after 
the  hauling,  and  whose  opportunities  for  accurate  knowledge  were  therefore  good, 
swore  that  about  400  bars  were  taken. 

"  Baird  &  Stewart,  contractors  for  loading  locomotives  and  cars,  stated  that  about  300 
cars,  and  possibly  more,  were  taken  under  their  supervision  on  Woolf  oik's  order. 

*' John  H.  Kinsley,  an  employ^of  Woolfolk,  charged  with  loading  and  hauling  certain 
other  cars,  testified  to  from  thirty-five  to  fifty-two,  and  a  quantity  that  he  believes  went 
to  Little  Kock,  Arkansas. 

"  The  total  of  iron  sworn  to  by  the  said  parties  equals,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  400  cars ; 
and  upon  their  testimony,  together  with  affiant's  own  memoranda  and  some  evidence 
of  the  number  of  cars  and  locomotives  shipped,  the  sum  of  397  bars  was  fixed  upon  as 
the  clearest  and  fairest  approximation  to  the  truth." 

This  whole  case  has  been  very  carefully  re-examined,  with  a  view  to  fix,  if  possible, 
upon  some  quantity  of  iron  that  could  be  certified  to  the  Auditor  under  the  act  of  July 
4, 1864,  as  having  been  taken  from  Messrs.  Reardon  &,  Garland,  provided  the  Auditor 
should  find  that  they  are  the  proper  parties  to  whom,  payment  should  be  made ;  and  the 
same  difficulties  are  encountered  as  m  the  first  examination  of  the  case. 

The  additional  evidence  is  general  in  its  nature,  and  cumulative,  and  does  not  hel^^ 
to  fix  the  quantity  of  iron  taken,  as  alleged,  from  claimants. 

The  only  evidence  attempting  to  show  why  the  quantity  was  fixed  at  397  bars  is  con- 
tained in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  affidavit  of  George  W.  Reardon,  just  quoted,  and  is 
not  satisfactory. 

The  taking  commenced  before  May  20, 1863.  and  continued  at  various  times  to  Decem- 
ber, 1864.  The  parties  upon  whose  evidence  claimants  relyto  substantiate  their  claim — 
the  only  ones  wno  pretend  to  give  quantities  taken,  (R.  H.  Baird,  William  Fanayher, 
David  Stewart,  and  John  H.  Kinsley,)— swear  that  about  300  or  400  bars  were  taken 
during  those  years. 

Now,  claimants  did  not  purchase  the  iron  sold  to  Henry  I.  Deal  by  the  sheriff  until 
subsequent  to  the  15th  day  of  August,  1864,  (the  exact  date  of  purchase  is  not jKiven ;) 
consequently  I  am  unable  to  certify  that  400,  or  even  300,  bars  were  taken  trom  Seardon 
&  Garland,  and,  not  being  able  to  certify  that  even  300  bars  were  taken  from  them, 
cannot  certify  to  any  quantity  except  by  guess.  I  think  that  a  portion  of  the  iron 
bought  by  Reardon  &  Garland  was  taken  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Cairo, 
but  what  portion  I  am  unable  to  say.  I  also  think  that  at  least  300  bars  of  iron,  and 
perhaps  more,  were  taken  by  the  quartermaster,  and  that  the  United  States  are  liable 
to  some  one  for  it,  but  to  whom  is  a  legal  question  that  I  will  leave  to  the  accounting- 
officers  of  the  Treasury  or  to  the  law-officers  of  the  Government  to  decide.  Should  the 
decision  be  in  favor  of  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland,  they  will  be  reijuired  to  furnish  more 
satisfactory  proof  of  the  quantity  taken  from  them.    Should  it  be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Thomas 
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Allen,  he  will  be  required  to  prove  his  loyalty  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  before  pay- 
ment can  be  made  to  him  under  the  law  of  1864. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-Generalf  Brevet  Major-General^  United  States  Army. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C, 

Department  of  Justice, 

Waehington,  Apnl  25, 1874. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant, 
inclosing  one  from  the  Postmaster-General,  relative  to  the  claims  of  G.  W.  Reardon, 
John  8.  Garland,  and  Thomas  Allen  to  certain  railroad-iron,  locomotives,  cars,  &c., 
which  claims  have  been  referred  to  Colonel  Ruoker  for  investigation. 

In  comj^liance  with  yonr  wishes,  I  have  instructed  the  United  States  attorney  at 
Saint  Louis  to  render  to  Colonel  Rucker  such  legal  assistance  in  the  examination  and 
iovestieation  of  the  title  of  these  parties  to  this  property  as  he  may  require. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  WILLIAMS, 
Attorney-  General. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  qf  War. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  ApHl  28, 1874. 
Copy  furnished  for  use  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  M.  DUNN, 
Amstant  Judge-Advocaie-General,  Bvi.  Brig,  Gen%  U,  8*  A. 


United  States  Attorney's  Office, 

SakniLouiSf  October  26, 1874. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  inclosing  the  papers  in  the  claims  of  Reardon 
&  Garland,  and  Thomas  Allen,  and  the  correspondence  of  the  War  Department  in  con- 
nection therewith,  and  submitting  the  same  to  me  at  the  request  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  title  of  the  respective  claimants,  and  on  your  part 
dvinff  me  to  understand  that  in  rendering  m^  opinion  I  am  to  take  it  as  a  fact  estab- 
Bshea  by  your  examination  that  the  iron  claimed  was  removed  from  Bird's  Point,  in 
Miaaouri,  to  Cairo,  in  Illinois,  not  by  any  officer,  agent,  or  employd  of  the  Government, 
but  by  parties  not  in  Government  employ,  is  received. 

The  circumstances  upon  which  the  question  of  title  is  to  be  determined  are  nowhere 
in  the  papers  sent  me  stated  together,  for  the  purpose  of  informing  me  with  precision 
of  the  facts  which  are  to  be  considered  in  reaching  an  opinion ;  consequently  I  am 
compelled  to  arrive  at  them  from  the  whole  of  the  papers  and  correspondence  sub- 
mitted. 

The  facts  for  the  purposes  of  this  opinion  I  understand  to  be : 

That  Capt.  A.  C.  Woolfok,  assistant  quartermaster,  stationed  during  the  war  at 
Cairo,  lU.,  appropriated  and  used  in  1863  and  1864,  in  shipping  cars  and  engines  intended 
for  military  roads  in  the  South,  a  quantity  of  railroad-iron  that  had  been  brought 
in  those  vears  from  Bird's  Point,  Mo.,  to  Cairo,  111.,  which  was  the  property  of  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad,  and  was  in  part  taken  up  from  the  track  of  said  road 
and  in  part  iron  which  had  been  piled  alongside  the  road  preparatory  to  being  laid  on 
the  track;  that  the  iron  was  not  taken  to  Cairo  from  Bird's  Point  by  any  officer, 
agent,  or  employ^  of  the  Government. 

That  Thomas  Allen  claims  indemnity  from  the  Government  for  this  iron  as  owner 
thereof,  and  produces  in  support  of  his  title  thereto — 

1.  A  deed,  dated  the  12th  day  of  January,  1867,  from  Joseph  C.  Reed  et  al.  to  Thomas 
Allen,  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad,  with  all  franchises,  rights,  title,  interest,  roads, 
road-beds,  rolling-stock,  machinery,  and  all  the  property,  both  real  and  personal,  of 
every  description  belonging  or  in  anywise  thereunto  appertaining. 

2.  A  deed,  dated  the  7th  day  of  January,  1867,  from  tne  State  of  Missouri,  acting  by 
its  govenjor,  Thomas  C.  Fletcher,  to  Joseph  C.  Reed  et  al,  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton 
Railroad,  and  all  the  rolling-stock,  engines,  machine-shops,  franchises,  interests,  rights 
and  privileges,  choses  in  action,  and  other  property,  real,  personal,  or  mixed,  thereunto 
appertaining. 

3.  A  deed,  dated  the  3d  day  of  October,  1866,  from  Thomas  C.  Fletcher,  goyernorupi^Tp 
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Missouri y  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad,  together  with  Ito 
appurtenances,  rolling-stock,  and  property  of  every  description,  made  by  him  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  certain  railroads  and  property  by  the  governor,  to  foreclose  the  State's  lien  thereon , 
and  to  secure  an  earlv  completion  of  the  Southwest  Branch  Pacific  •  •  •  and 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroads,  of  Missouri,"  approved  February  19, 1866 ;  and  also  in  pur- 
suance of  the  purchase  by  the  State  of  Missouri  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  at  a 
foreclosure  sale  of  the  same  under  the  terms  of  said  act. 

That  Reardon  &  Garland  claim  indemnity  of  the  Government  for  the  iron  in  con- 
troversy as  owners  thereof,  and  produce  in  support  of  their  title — 

1.  A  transcript,  duly  certified  from  the  circuit  court  for  Alexander  County,  Illinois, 
(in  which  Cairo  is  situate,)  of  a  suit  by  attachment  brought  by  Heniy  J.  Deal,  on  the 
19th  day  of  April,  1864,  against  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  for  17,007.07,  npon  a 
Judgment  obt-ained  against  that  oompan v  in  Mississippi  County,  Missouri,  on  the  20th  day 
of  April,  18G2,  in  which  suit  822  bars  of  railroad-iron  were  attached,  and  which,  upon 
judgment  being  Vecovered  by  said  Deal  in  said  court,  were,  on  the  15th  day  of  August^ 
1864,  sold  under  execution  in  said  suit  to  the  plaintiff,  the  said  Henry  J.  Deal. 

2.  Proof  that  the  iron  appropriated  by  the  Government  was  a  piurt  of  the  822  bars 
attached  and  sold  under  execution  to  said  Deal. 

3.  Proof  that  Henry  J.  Deal,  after  purchasing  said  822  bars  of  iron,  sold  the  same 
to  Reardon  &,  Garland,  claimants. 

4.  A  statute  of  Illinois  providing  that  a  chattel-mortgage,  to  be  valid,  must  be  re- 
corded ;  consequently,  inasmuch  as  the  mortgage-lien  of  the  State  of  Missouri  on  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  was  not  recorded  in  Illinois,  said  Deal  purchased  said  iron  at 
said  execution-sale  free  and  discharged  from  the  lien  of  the  same.  To  these  facts 
(which  seem  from  the  correspondence  submitted  to  be  those  determined  npon  by  the 
Quartermaster-General's  Department)  I  will  add,  as  necessary  to  an  intelligent  under- 
standing and  decision  of  the  question  of  title,  that  I  find — 

1.  That  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Missouri,  approved  March  3, 1857,  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  was  authorized  to  issue  $400,000  worth  of  bonds,  which  were 
to  constitute  in  favor  of  the  State  a  first  lien  of  mortgage  on  the  road  and  the  prcn- 
erty  thereof,  its  lands,  rights,  franchises,  and  appurtenances ;  and  in  case  of  any  default 
in  the  payment  of  the  interest  or  payment  of  said  bonds,  the  State  was  authorized  to 
proceed  to  sell  all  the  rights,  franchises,  estates,  and  appurtenances  of  said  road  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Missouri  with  respect  to  the  foreclosures  of  mortgages  on  real 
estate,  the  road,  pending  a  default,  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  company. 

2.  That  the  State  bid  its  full  mortgage-debt  for  the  road. 
From  these  facts  I  am  of  opinion — 

1.  That  by  the  said  attachment-suit,  judgment  and  execntion-sale  thereunder. 
Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland's  grantor.  Deal,  acquired  all  of  the  title  of  the  Cairo  ana 
Fulton  Railroad  existing  at  the  time  of  the  sale  to  the  iron  in  controversy.  That  the 
road  then  known  as  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  was  the  owner  of  said  iron  subject 
to  the  mortgage-lien  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  That  Reardon  &  Garland's  grantor. 
Deal,  acquired  said  iron  subject  to  the  lien  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  (Hutchins  vs. 
King,  1  Wall.,  53 ;  Drake  on  Attachments,  243.^  That  according  to  the  adjudications  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Illinois  and  general  principle  the  lien  of  the  State  of  Missouri 

Sursued  the  iron  in  controversy  into  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was  there  as  well  as  in 
[issouri  a  charge  upon  it,  which  upon  the  principle  of  comity  the  conrt-s  of  Illinois 
were  bound  to  respect  and  uphold.  (Munfoni  vs.  Canty,  50  HI.,  370 ;  the  Maggie  Ham- 
mond, 9  Wall.,  435.)  That  the  principle  of  the  Hlinois  statute,  rendering  mortgages  of 
chattels  void  unless  recorded,  was  inapplicable  to  property  mortgaged  in  another  State 
and  subsequently  removed  into  Illinois,  especially  when  the  mortgage  was  statutory, 
as  in  this  case.    (Handford  vs.  Paine,  32  Vt.,  442.) 

2.  That  the  deed  of  the  State  of  Missouri  to  Joseph  C.  Reed,  and  the  deed  of  Joseph 
C.  Reed  to  Thomas  Allen,  in  the  use  of  the  words  "  property  "  and  "  choees  in  action,** 
were  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  convey  to  Thomas  Allen  the  iron  in  controversy  or 
the  ri^ht  of  indemnity  for  its  conversion,  provided  the  same  was  "  property"  or  a  "  chose 
in  action "  of  that  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  which  was  sold  by  the  State  to  Reed. 
(Whitehead  vs.  Vineyard,  50  Mo.,  30 ;  Wilson  vs.  Boyce,  2  DiUon,  544.) 

3.  That  the  right  to  indemnity  for  the  conversion  of  the  iron  in  controversy  was  a 
chose  in  action  of  that  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  which  was  conveyed  by  the  State  of 
Missouri  to  Re^d,  for  the  following  reasons :  ' 

1.  That  the  mortgage-lien  of  the  State  embraced  the  iron  in  controversy. 

2.  That  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  of  the  State  and  the  sale  thereunder  passed 
the  title  to  the  iron  in  controversy  to  the  State,  notwithstanding  the  iron  was  not  in 
the  possession  of  the  mortgagor  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  but  in  that  of  a  third  party. 
(Tome  vs.  Dubois,  6  Wall.,  554.) 

3.  That  the  State  of  Missouri  having  acquired  by  said  foreclosure  and  sale  the  title 
to  said  iron,  it  thereby  acquired  a  right  of  action  for  the  conversion  of  the  iron  against 
the  appropriator. 
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4.  That  the  words  "  choees  iu  action  "  in  the  deed  of  the  State  of  Missonri  to  Joseph 
C.  Reed  conveyed  to  him  the  right  of  action  of  the  State  for  the  conversion  of  the  iron 
in  controversy. 

5.  That  the  wonls  iii  the  deed  of  Reed  to  Allen,  '*  being  the  same  property  acquired 
by  said  parties  of  the  first  part  (Reeded  aL)"  by  deed  from  the  State  of  Missouri  to  said 
Joseph  C.  Reedy  Andrew  J.  Macky,  John  C.  Vogel,  and  Samuel  Simmons/'  explanatory 
of  the  property  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  use  of  the  words  in  said  deed  of  Reed 
to  Allen, "  proi>erty,  both  real  and  personal,  of  every  description,  belonging  or  in  anywise 
appertaining  thereto, "  were  sufficient  to  convey  from  Reed  to  Allen  the  right  conveyed 
by  the  State  to  Reed  to  recover  indemnity  for  the  conversion  of  the  iron  in  controversy, 
fssAd  right  to  recover  indemnity  being  personal  property  appertaining  to  the  road  con- 
veyed. 

4.  That  Reardon  &;' Garland  having  acquired  by  the  title  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton 
Railroad  to  the  iron  in  controversy,  subject  to  be  divested  by 'a  sale  of  the  same  under 
said  mortgs^  upon  a  default  by  the  mortgagor,  and  the  right  to  recover  indemnity  for 
the  conversion  of  said  iron  having  been  sold  under  said  mortgage  to  Thomas  Allen,  all 
title  to  the  iron  or  to  indemnity  for  its  conversion  by  the  Government  in  Reardon  & 
(iarland  thereby  became  divested,  and  'Ilhomas  Allen  thereby  became  entitled  to  recover 
the  value  of  the  iron  from  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  PATRICK, 
United  Stales  Atioimey. 
Capt.  £.  B.  Grimes, 

Afisistaut  Quartiiinaater,  Military  Diriaion  of  the  Missouri,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Depot  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  November  10,  1874. 

General:  Referring  to  your  letter  to  Col.  D.  H.  Rucker^  chief  quartermaster,  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Missouri,  dated  April  16,  1874,  transmitting  the  claims  of  Messrs. 
KeardoD  &  Garland  and  Thomas  Allen  for  investigation,  and  referred  to  me  April  28, 
lii^4, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report : 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  inclosed  additional  papers  in  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Rear- 
don &  Garland,  which  I  designated  by  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  inclosed  in  an 
envelope,  that  they  may  be  the  more  readily  referred  to. 

Inclosure  A  is  a  copy  of  a  receipt  given  by  Messrs.  Ennis  &  Holliday,  of  Cairo,  111., 
to  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railway  Company,  through  its  president,  Mr.  A.  M.  Bedford, 
being  for  759  bars  railroad  irop,  which  Mr.  Holliday  informs  me  was  delivered  to  his 
firm  at  Cairo,  as  the  receipt  states,  by  the  railway  officials,  and  that  it  was  brought 
from  Biid's  Point  by  persons  not  in  the  employ  of  the  Government. 

The  history  of  this  receipt  is  as  follows :  In  the  fall  of  1863  Messrs.  Ennis  &  Holli- 
day had  a  contract  with  the  Cairo  Land  Company  for  the  filling  up  of  certain  lauds. 
They  needed  railroad  tracks,  and  consequently  made  a  contract  with  Mr.  Bedford,  as 
president  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railway  Company,  by  the  terms  of  which  said  Bed- 
lord  was  to  furnish  them  the  necessary  iron  from  Bird's  Point,  to  be  used  a  certain 
length  of  time  and  then  returned  to  the  railway  companv  at  Bird's  Point,  for  which 
Ennis  &  Holiday  were  to  pay  the  sum  of  $1,250.  As  will  be  seen  in  the  inclosed  copy 
of  xeceipt,  there  were  certain  conditions  imposed,  one  of  which  was  the  providing 
against  the  interference  of  the  civil  authorities,  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  such 
interfereuce  was  anticipated,  and,  indeed,  I  have  yet  to  be  convinced  that  the  remov- 
ing of  the  iron  to  Cairo  under  the  contract  was  not  a  part  of  the  plan,  paving  the  way 
for  civil  interference ;  for  it  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Deal,  the  plaintiff  in  the  judg- 
ment under  which  the  sale  was  made,  wa«  a  director  of  the  road  and  a  personal  friend 
of  Mr.  Bedford,  the  president,  and  also  of  Mr.  Whitcomb,  another  director,  and  an 
associate  of  Mr.  Bedford  in  this  transaction. 

The  sale  was  made  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  1864,  and  Mr.  Deal  became  the  pur- 
chaser. The  iron  brought  something  over  |2,000  more  than  Deal's  judgment,  which 
mm  was  paid  to  Mr.  Bedford  by  the  sheriff,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Bedford  gave 
Ennis  &  Holliday  a  release  from  the  receipt,  which  will  be  found  on  and  forming  a  x>art 
of  Inclosure  A. 

Inclosure  B  is  a  statement  from  Messrs.  Fox  &  Howard,  of  Chicago,  to  whom  Rear- 
don &,  Garland  sold  a  portion  of  the  iron,  and  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  Gen.  A.  £.  Bum- 
side,  president  Cairo  and  Vincennes  Railway  Company. 

Inclosure  C  is  a  statement  from  the  secretary  of  the  Cairo  and  Vincennes  Railway 
Company,  showing  the  amount  of  iron  which  that  company  purchased  from  Fox  & 
Howard,  at  Cairo,  all  of  which  was  a  part  of  the  same  iron  sold  by  the  sheriff. 

Inclosure  D  is  a  letter  from  Holliday  Brothers,  in  relation  to  the  contract  referred  to, 
which  I  had  requested  Mr.  H.  to  furnish  me  a  copy  of. 
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In  order  to  arrive  at  a  clear  Bolutioxi  of  this  case,  I  de«m  it  necessary  to  first  establish 
to  some  decree  of  certainty  the  amount  of  iron  that  really  passed  into  the  hands  ot 
Keardon  &  Garland  as  the  result  of  the  sherifiTs  sale,  and  to  that  end  would  call  espe- 
cial attention  to— 

1st.  The  receipt  riven  by  Ennis  &  HoUiday,  which  calls  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  bars,  and  Mr.  Holliday  insists  that  this  amount  was  arrived  at  by  actual  count, 
and  that  it  represents  all  the  iron  they  had  in  their  tracks  as  the  property  of  the  Cairo 
and  Fulton  Railway  Company  or  any  one  else. 

2d.  Mr.  H.  J.  Deal,  (in  his  affidavit  filed  by  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland  in  support  of 
their  claim,  and  therefore  worthy  of  their  belief,)  for  whose  benefit  the  iron  was  sold, 
who  became  the  purchaser,  and  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland,  tes- 
tified as  follows,  viz,  "  that  it  was  reckoned  at  $90  per  ton,  and  that  the  total  value 
at  that  price  was  $11,400,"  Therefore,  on  that  basis,  there  was  about  126  tons  gross,  or 
282,240  pounds. 

3d.  Mr.  J.  Watson  Webb,  attorney  for  Mr.  Deal  in  the  case,  whose  affidavit  is  also 
filed  by  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland,  testifies  that  there  was  "some  822  bare."  In  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Webb,  I  asked  him  how  he  arrived  at  that  number  of  bars,  and  he 
replied  "  by  count,  as  near  as  we  could  get  at  it,  as  the  iron  was  still  in  the  tracks  of 
Ennis  &  HoUiday  when  counted,  and  that  he  would  not  swear  to  any  positive  amount." 
Captain  A.  C.  Woolfolk  testifies  to  iron  having  been  taken  by  him  from  Bird's  Point  for 
use  of  the  Government,  in  which  he  is  undoubtedly  correct :  but  these  different  lots  of 
iron  seem  to  have  become  confounded,  as  no  part  of  the  iron  involved  in  this  case  was 
brought  over  the  river  from  Bird's  Point  by  tne  Government  or  any  of  its  agent«,  or  for 
its  use. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  while  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland  have  fur- 
nished no  positive  evidence  that  there  were  622  bars  in  the  lot  they  purchased  of  Deal, 
after  the  sheriff's  sale,  almost  positive  evidence  is  furnished  that  tnere  was  not  that 
number ;  and,  in  fact,  the  only  evidence  that  can  be  considered  as  possessing  any  de- 
gree of  certainty  is  the  receipt  given  by  Ennis  &  HoUiday  at  the  time  they  received 
the  iron  from  Bedford ;  hence  I  consider  the  amount  should  be  fixed  at  759  bars,  and 
on  that  basis  I  wiU  proceed  to  account  to  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland  for  their  iron. 

First.  The  only  witness  who  testifies  to  any  iron  belonging  to  this  lot  being  taken 
away  from  Cairo  by  the  Government  is  J.  H.  Kinsley,  who  says  that  he  placed  12  bars 
on  a  ferry-boat,  on  which  to  load  locomotives  for  shipment  South,  and  it  is  probable 
that  this  lot  did  not  come  back.  Averaging  the  iron  at  27  feet  to  the  bar,  (which  is  a 
large  average,  and  an  average  length  is  the  only  length  we  can  arrive  at,  for  the  iron 
was  of  aU  lengths,  front  15  to  30  feet  each, )  we  have  759  bars  at  27  feet  =6,831  yards  at  51 
pounds  per  yard==348,381,  as  the  number  of  potmds  to  be  accounted  for.  Amount  sold 
to  Fox,  Howard  &  Co.,  per  statements  B  and  C,  288,850 ;  amount  sold  by  Reardon  & 
Garland  in  Cincinnati,  through  Messrs.  Post&  Co.,  as  per  statement  of  Joseph  Kinsey, 
to  wit,  119  bars  at  27  feet=l,071  yards  at  51  pounds  per  yard=54,621  pounds ;  amount 
taken  by  Government,  as  i>er  affidavit  of  J.  H.  Kinsley,  and,  in  fact,  corroborated  by 
affidavit  of  Capt:  A.  C.  Woolfolk,  who  says  "  that  at  the  time  or  soon  after  the  times 
mentioned  above,  (viz,  1863  and  1864,)  he  became  advised  that  John  S.  Garland,  then 
a  resident  of  Cairo,  had  become  the  purchaser  of  certain  railroad-iron  brought  over 
from  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad,  of  which  iron  that  or  a  portion  of  the  same  used 
in  the  shipment  of  the  locomotives  and  cars  composed  a  part;''  i.  e.,  12  bars  at  27  feet.= 
108  yards  at  51  pounds  per  yard=5,508  pounds.  By  this  statement  the  account  stands 
as  follows : 

Amount  bought  by  Reardon  &  Garland 348,381 

Amount  sold  to  Fox,  Howard  &  Co 288,850 

Amount  sold  by  Post  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 54,621 

Amount  taken  by  Gorvernment 5,508 

348,979 

Showin  j:  a  discrepancy  of  a  few  pounds,  say  598.  Kinsley  swears  to  tills  taking  of  12 
bars  as  being  In  December,  1864,  which  was  after  the  sale  by  sheriff. 

Tliere  appears  to  be  some  misapprehension  regarding  Captain  Woolf oik's  affidavit, 
in  this,  that  it  seems  to  have  been  understood  m  the  examination  of  this  claim  that 
Captain  Woolfolk  swore  that  this  iron  was  taken  to  Cairo  by  his  order  and  under  his 
directions ;  but  such  is  not  the  cjise*  Captain  Woolfolk  simply  says  "that  large  amounts 
of  Iron  were  taken  over  by  his  order ; "  and  so  there  was,  but  none  of  the  iron  used  by 
Ennis  &  HoUiday  was  so  taken  to  Cairo,  and  that  is  the  only  iron  here  in  question. 

On  tlie  basis  of  the  amount  of  iron  as  set  forth  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Deal  in  his  affidavit,  viz, 
126  tons,  the  amount  sold  to  Fox,  Howard  &■  Co.  alone  exceeds  the  amount  Reardon  &. 
Garland  bought  of  Deal,  to  say  nothing  of  the  119  bars  sent  to  Cincinnati  and  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  Reardon  &  Garland.  But  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  Mr.  Deal's  esti- 
mate was  too  low  for  759  bars. 

In  regard  to  the  affidavit  of  John  C.  White,  of  Cairo,  I  would  simply  say  that  Mr. 
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White  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had  been  employed  by  Reardon  &  Garland  to  pre- 
pare the  Cairo  affidavits ;  hence  it  should  be  taken  with  a  certain  degree  of  allowance. 
In  summing  up  I  would  say  to  the  propositions  submitted  in  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral's letter  of  April  18,  1874 : 

1.  No  amount  exceeding  12  bars,  or  5,508  pounds,  of  this  lot  was  taken  by  the  Goy- 
eroment  and  not  returned. 

2.  The  iron  in  question  was  not  taken  to  Cairo  by  any  officer,  agent,  or  employ^  of 
the  Government,  but  by  parties  not  in  the  service. 

In  the  claim  of  Thomas  Allen,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  taken  great 
care  and  pains,  and  have,  I  think,  exhausted  every  means  at  my  command  to  arrive  at 
a  clear  solution  of  the  questions  at. issue. 

In  regard  to  the  iron,  spikes,  chains,  &.c,,  taken  by  the  Government  and  not  returned, 
it  is  quite  impossible  for  me  to  arrive  with  any  degree  of  certainty  at  the  exact  amount. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  large  amount  was  tal^n  and  never  returned,  but  nothing 
like  the  amount  claimed,  fl.  J.  Deal,  Captain  A.  C.  Woolfolk,  and  others  testify  to 
there  being  a  large  lot  of  new  iron,  chains,  and  spikes  piled  on  the  bank  at  Bird's  Point, 
and  that  it,  or  the  greater  portion  of  it,  was  removed  to  Cairo  by  officers  and  agents  of 
the  Government.  As  to  exactly  how  much  there  was,  it  is  quite  probable  there  is  no 
person  now  living  who  can  give  any  definite  information.  It  is  claimed  that  in  this 
lot  there  was  enough  iron  to  my  four  miles  of  track,  as  evidenced  by  the  affidavits  of  H. 
J.  Deal,  J.  H.  Bethuiue,  and  Solomon  G.  Kitchen,  but  their  affidavits,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Deal's,  are  but  the  result  of  supposition.  Deal  savs  he  helped  to  count  the 
iron,  and  was  satisfied  there  was  enough  to  lay  four  miles  of  track. 

I  have  had  personal  interviews  with  Messrs.  Deal  and  Bethune,  and  find  that  neither 
of  thero  is  very  positive  in  his  statements,  but  from  all  I  can  gather  am  inclined  to  fix 
this  amount  at  about  three  miles. 

In  afldition  to  the  above  lot,  Messrs.  George  W.  Kenrick  and  Benjamin  F.  Kenrick 
testify  that  there  was  one  mile  of  iron  which  had  been  taken  up  out  uf  the  rack  to  pre- 
vent it  from  caving  into  the  river;  this  iron,  they  testifv,  was  also  taken  in  the  fall  of 
1»63  by  officers  and  soldiers  and  mnved  away  from  Bii'd's  Point.  ^ 

Capt.  A.  C.  Woolfolk,  late  assis^.4v  quartermaster,  testifies  to  there  beiug  quanti- 
ties of  iron  piled  up  remote  from  the  river-bank,  in  July  and  August,  1861;  that  from 
the  IQth  of  September,  1862,  until  May,  1866,  he  was  stationed  at  Cairo  as  captain 
and  assistant  quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  depot ;  that  by  his  direction  a  coii^id- 
erahle  amount  of  railroad-iron  was  brought  over  from  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad 
for  the  use  of  the  Government,  but  cannot  now  say  how  much ;  that  when  this  iron 
was  taken  there  was  no  person  to  whom  be  could  have  receipted,  and  that  no  receipts 
were  given ;  that  no  vouchers  were  given  for  the  iron  or  any  detailed  report  or  account 
thereof  ever  called  for ;  that  at  first  he  did  not  invoice  or  bill  this  iron  to  any  con- 
signee, but  that  later  in  the  time  of  using  the  same  he  undertook  to  make  consignees 
of  cars,  &c.,  that  were  being  shipped,  and  in  the  shipment  of  which  this  iron  was 
nsed,  responsible  for  same,  but  was  unsuccessful. 

I  have  in  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Reai'don  &  Garland  established  the  fact  that  some  two 
and  a  half  or  three  miles  of  track  was  taken  up  and  removed  to  Cairo  by  parties  not  in 
the  employ  of  the  Government. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Allen  is  based  entirely  on  the  statements  of  others,  and  not  from 
any  knowledge  of  his  own  or  from  the  records  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railway  Com- 
pany. 

Reviewing  all  the  testimony  in  this  part  of  the  claim  I  am  at  loss  to  determine  the 
amount  of  iron  taken  by  the  Government  and  not  returned,  but  am  not  inclined  to  be- 
lieve there  was  more  than  four  miles  in  all,  or  say  320  tons  iron,  5  tons  chairs,  and  7 
tons  spikes.  As  for  the  charge  for  switches,  frogs,  &c.,  would  say  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence presented  which  shows  or  gives  reasons  to  believe  that  anything  of  this  kind 
was  removed  by  Government. 

In  the  Dses  to  which  the  iron  taken  by  the  Government  was  put,  there  was  no  need 
of  switches  and  frojB^s,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  support  the  claimed  taking 
of  them,  I  would  disallow  the  charge. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Deal,  one  of  the  principal  witnesses,  and  who  I  suppose  know  more  of  the 
transaction  than  any  person  now  liviiig,  .stated  to  me  personally  and  in  the  presence 
of  my  agent,  Thomas  Bennett,  that  the  iron  taken  up  out  of  the  track  in  1863  was 
sjo  done  and  removed  to  Cairo  by  persons  not  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  as 
stated  in  my  report  on  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Reardon  &  Garland. 

The  charge  for  the  engine  is  also  wrong.  The  faet  is  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railway 
Company  ha<l  but  two  engines,  viz.,  the  Sol.  G.  Kitchen  and  Abram  Hnnter.  The 
Sol.  G.  Kitchen  was  removed  by  Mr.  Allen  to  8aint  Louis  on  a  barge  after  he  became  the 
owner  of  the  road,  and  is  now  running  on  the  Saint  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  Railroad. 
The  Abram  Hunter  was  injured  in  some  part  of  her  machinery  one  day  while  being 
used  by  some  officers  of  the  Army,  and  was  abandoned  at  a  point  a  mile  or  two  west  of 
Charleston,  at  which  place  it  remained  until  removed  by  the  Saint  Louis  and  Iron  Mount- 
ain Railroad- Company,  and,  as  I  am  credibly  informed  and  believe,  is  now  standing  ouj 
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a  sidetrack  at  Frederick  town,  Mo.,  on  the  Saint  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  Railroad. 
Both  of  these  engines  can  be  Identified  as  tiie  former  property  of  the  Cairo  and  Fultou 
Railway  Company.    Tiie  claim  for  an  engine  should  therefore  be  disallowed. 

Regarding  the  pnssengei-jar  claimed  to  have  been  taken  away  by  the  Government.. 
I  would  say  that  this  is  a  mistake.  It  will  be  observed  that  not  a  single  witness  teati- 
ties  positively  to  any  rolling-stock  having  been  taken  by  the  Government ;  and  the  fact 
is  there  was  none  so  taken. 

The  facts  as  I  have  learned  them  in  regard  to  the  passenger-cars  of  the  road  are  a» 
follows,  to  wit : 

There  were  but  two :  one,  having  been  left  too  near  the  river-bank,  caved  into  the 
river  and  was,  I  believe,  never  recovered'.  The  other  stood  on  the  railroad-track  we«t 
of  Charleston  for  some  years  until  removed  into  Charleston  by  some  persons  to  me 
unknown,  and  by  them  occupied  as  a  dwelling  until  taken  possession  of  by  the  succe-s- 
Bors  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railway  Company. 

The  flat  and  box  cars  of  the  road,  it  appears,  were,  as  a  rule,  appropriated  by  one 
person  and  another  and  by  them  used  until  taken  away  by  the  Saint  Louis  and  Iron 
Mountain  Railway  Company. 

I  take  it,  however,  that  It  is  not  my  province  to  trace  up  the  property  of  the  Cairo  and 
Fulton  Railway  Company,  as  no  eviaenc«  is  produced  showing  that  any  rolling-stock 
was  ever  removed  by  the  Government,  but  will  say  that  the  car  which  caved  into  the 
river  was  last  used  by  the  officers  of  tne  Army. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  repeat  that  I  do  not  see  how  any  definite  amount  of  material 
can  be  certified  to,  but  would,  if  it  is  admissible,  suggest  that  if  Mr.  Allen  is  willing^ 
to  compromise  his  entire  claim  on  the  basis  of,  say — 
320  tons  iron,  at  $100  per  ton : $32,000  00 

5  tons  chairs,  at  $100  per  ton 500  W) 

7  tons  spikes,  at  $100  per  ton 700  OO 

it  might  be  well  to  do  so. 

I  fix  the  price  at  $100  per  ton  from  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Thomas  McKissock,  whom  I 
know  to  be  well  posted  m  matters  of  this  kind. 

Accompanying  are  the  following  additional  papers  in  this  case : 

No.  1.  Opinion  of  United  States  District  Attorney. 

No.  2.  Affidavit  of  A.  C.  Woolfolk. 

No.  3.  Affidavit  of  B.  F.  Kenrick. 

No.  4.  Affidavit  of  John  W.  Lindsaur. 

No.  5.  Affidavit  of  George  F.  Kenrick. 

No.  6.  Affidavit  of  Joseph  Courtney. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  GRIMES, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartemiaster-Oeneralt  U.  5.  A.,  Washingt<f^iy  D,  C, 

(Through  chief  quartermaster, 'Military  Division  Missouri,  Chicago,  11L> 

[Indoniement.] 

Headquarters' MiUTARY  Divisdn  op  the  Missouri, 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster, 

ChicagOf  Xovember  12, 1874. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

Captain  Grimes  was  directed  to  investigate  these  claims  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Lieutenant-General  commanding  and  the  following  clause  in  the 
letter  from  the  Quartermaster-General  to  this  office  of  April  18,  1874,  viz : 

**  You  are  authorized,  if  you  think  it  advisable,  to  ask  of  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri  to  send  some  suitable  officer  to  investi- 
gate and  inquire  into  all  matters  connected  with  these  claims.    •    *    ♦ 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Assistant  Quartermaster-Crenrral, 
ChUf  Quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri. 


EXHIBIT  H. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington^  D,  C,  October  22, 1873, 
Sir  :  You  are  respectfully  informed  that  the  claim  in  favor  of  C.  W.  Ware,  of  Todd 
County,  Kentucky,  for  value  of  one  mare,  |165,  filed  in  this  Office  June  17,  IK'S,  is  not 
allowed. 
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The  Qaartemiaster-General  is  unable  to  certify  that  he  is  convinced  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  claimant,  an  required  by  law  of  July  4,  1864,  before  reporting  the  claim  to  the 
Tbinl  Auditor  with  recommemfation  for  settlement. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Very  re8|)ectf  ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  McGONNIGLE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  V.  It\  A. 
Y.  S.  SowKRS,  Esq., 

Waakingtonj  D,  C. 


War  Dbp.4iRtment,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  V.  C,  January  23, 1874. 
Colonel:  The  inclosed  claim  of  C.  A.  Ware,  a  citiasen  of  Todd  County,  Kentucky,  for 
quartermaster's  stores,  stated  at  $165,  presented  to  this  Office  under  the  act  of  July  4, 
WA,  is  herewith  respectfully  referred  to  you  for  re-investigation  and  report  as  to  the 
justness  of  the  claim  and  the  loyalty  of  the  claimant  at  the  time  the  stores  were  taken 
and  thenceforward  until  the  end  of  the  war.  Claimant  was  reporte<l  disloyal  by  yon 
Jaly  10, 1873,  since  which  time  the  accompanying  akdditional  evidence  has  been  received, 
to  which  your  attention  is  respectfully  invited. 
By  order  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L  LUDINGTON, 
Quartermaster y  United  States  Army, 
Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  iMuisville,  Ky, 


Cone  of  C.  IF.  Ware^  Todd  County ^  Kentucky,  for  owe  sorrel  niare,  $165,  alleged  to  hai^e  heen 
taken  December  6,  1^^,  by  Lieut,  8,  M.  iVest,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  per  Lieut,  J, 
W.  Watson,  for  which  a  receipt  was  yiven, 

LOYALTY. 

The  subscribing  witnesses  swear  to  claimant's  loyalty,  and  Thomas  McGuire,  post- 
master at  Trenton,  Todd  County,  Kentucky,  certifies  to  same. 

December  6, 1873,  H.  G.  Petri!  swears  that  he  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
daimant  for  twenty  years  past ;  that  every  male  citizen  in  the  county  was  required  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  early  as  186i3:  thojigh  he  did  not  see  claimant  take  the 
oatbyJie  is  as  satisfied  that  he  did  take  it  as  if  ne  had  witnessed  it.  Said  Ware  was  classed 
08  a  southern  sympathizer  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war;  but  he  is  an  upright,  honor- 
able man,  and  Kept  his  oath  with  scrupulous  care. 

December  26,  1873,  claimafit  swears  that  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  May, 
1S63,  and  has  never  in  any  way  violated  the  same.  He  further  swears,  June  18, 1875, 
that  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1862  he  subscribed  to  the  oath  of  allegiance  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  and  carried  it  for  a  long  time  in  his  pocket  until  it  was  nearly  worn  out, 
and  has  since  mislaid  it  and  cannot  find  it. 

June  18, 1875,  G.  £.  Garth  states  he  has  known  claimant  for  many  years,  and  never 
knew  of  his  committing  any  disloyal  act. 

June  IH,  1875,  J.  S.  Dickinson  states  he  has  been  well  acquainted  Avith  claimant  for 
twenty-three  years,  and  believes  ho  was  loyal  during  the  war. 

June  23, 1875,  the  investigating  agent  says  the  claimant  was  loyal  at  the  time  the 
mare  was  taken,  and  thenceforward  to  the  end  of  the  w^ar. 

October  22, 1875,  Colonel  Ekin  says, "  I  believe  claimant  was  loyal." 

DISLOYALTY. 

October  15, 1873,  Colonel  Ekin  reported  C.W.Ware,  of  Todd  County,  Kentucky,  was 
not  loyal  to  the  United  States  during  the  war. 

The  evidence  as  to  the  taking  of  the  mare  consists  in  sworn  application  of  claimant, 
<lated  June  7,  1873,  testifying  to  the  correctness  of  the  claim,  which  is  supported  by 
the  receipt  attached  and  affidavit  of  two  subscribing  witnesses,  J.  S.  Dickinson  and  G. 
E.  Garth,  citizens  of  Todd  Coui^ty,  Kentucky,  who  swear  that  they  knew  the  mare  well 
and  saw  her  in  the  service,  and  know  she  was  worth  more  than  the  price  charged. 
The  following  is  copy  of  receipt  referred  to : 

'*  I  certify  on  honor  that,  in  accordance  with  General  Order  No.  .'),  of  December  3 
l?G4,from  headquarters  cavalry  corps,  Military  Division  of  the  Mis^isHippi,  I  have  taken 
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from  C.  W.  Ware,  at  Todd  County,  State  of  Kentucky,  one  sorrel  mare,  and  that  said 
mare  was  in  serviceable  condition,  fit  for  cavalry  purposes,  valued  at  $165. 

"S.  M.  WEST, 
**  Lieutenant  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  A.  A,  Q.  M.,  Commanding  Detail, 

**Per  Lieut.  J.  W.  WATSOX. 
"  Place :  Near  Trenton,  Ky. 
"Date:  December  6,  1864." 

The  citizenship  of  claimant  is  certified  to  by  H.  S.  Perkins,  clerk  of  the  county  cunrt 
of  Todd  County,  Kentucky. 

The  following  statements  of  G.  1^,  Garth  and  J.  S.  Dickinson  were  obtained  by  Jonas 
Drury,  the  investigating  agent,  and  filed  as  part  of  his  report : 

G.  £.  Garth  states  that  during  the  war  he  resided  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
claimant.  He  knew  the  mare  for  which  payment  is  claimed;  she  was  a  good  sound 
animal,  and  in  serviceable  condition  when  taken.  He  got  a  receipt  the  same  day  claim- 
ant did  for  a  horse  taken  by  the  same  party  on  the  same  day,  and  has  been  paid  for 
his  horse  long  ago. 

J.  S.  Dickinson  states  that  he  knew  the  mare  for  which  Mr.  Ware  has  filed  a  claim, 
and  knows  he  had  owned  her  some  three  years  previous  to  the  time  when  she  was  taken. 

Agent  Drury  reports  that  he  has  made  a  thorough  investigation  as  to  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  &c.;  that  claimant  was  the  owner  of  the  mare;  that  she  was  taken  by  the 
proper  officer,  and  that  the  price  is  reasonable. 

Colonel  Ekin  remarkn,  October  22, 1875:  ''In  my  judgment,  the  value  of  the  animal 
as  stated  is  too  high.  It  is  respectfully  recommended  claimant  be  allowed  and  paid 
for  his  mare  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  ($140)  dollars  in  full  satisfaction  of  this 
claim." 

In  answer  to  request  of  October  28,  1875,  the  Second  Auditor  rei>ortj»,  November  17, 
1875,  that  the  signature  of  Lieut.  J.  W.  Watson,  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  to  memorandum 
receipt  may  be  considered  genuine. 

November  22,  1875,  the  Third  Auditor  reports,  in  answer  to  request  of  October  28, 
1875,  that  Lieut.  S.  M.  West,  regimental  quartermaster.  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  does  not 
account  for  any  property  as  purchased  from  C.  W.  Ware  in  December,  1864. 
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l8t  Session.      J  I    No.  67. 


RED  CLOUD  AND  WHETSTONE  AGENCIES. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE   SECRETARY   OE    THE   INTERIOR, 


TBANRMITTING 


An  estimate  of  an  appropriation  to  subsist  the  Sioux  Indians  at  Red  Cloud 
and  Whetstone  agencies,  d'C. 


January  12, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  onlered  to  be 

printed. 


DEPART3IENT  OF  THE!  INTERIOR, 

Wa^Mngton,\January  10, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  trnDsmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  commnnica- 
tion,  dated  the  6th  instant,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs — 
together  with  the  copies  of  correspondence  therein  noted — upon  the 
fiabject  of  the  sabsistence  of  the  Sioux  Indians  at  Red  Cloud  and  Whet- 
stone agencies,  and  estimates  of  appropriation  stated. 

The  Commissioner  states,  that  owing  to  the  fact  that  extraordinary 
issues  were  required  to  subsist  the  numerous  bands  of  Sioux,  called 
together  at  the  Red  Cloud  agency  in  the  conference  held  at  that  point 
by  the  late  commission  to  treat  for  the  cession  of  the  Black  Hills, 
and  to  other  circumstances  stated,  the  supplies  have  become  nearly 
exhausted,  and  that  the  flour,  corn,  and  beef  furnished  for  Red  Cloud 
agency  will  be  expended  by  the  10th  proximo,  the  bacon  by  the  10th 
of  March  next,  and  the  sugar  and  coffee  by  the  1st  of  April. 

Upon  consideration,  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  suggest  that  the 
sabsistence  called  for  be  reduced  as  follows,  viz:  that  the  item  of  flour 
be  changed  to  com,  making  a  difference  of  $2,070,  and  that  the  items 
of  sugar  and  coffee  be  entirely  omitted,  making  a  further  reduction  of 
19,386,  and  a  total  difference  of  $11,456  in  the  amount  of  the  estimate. 

An  estimate  of  appropriation  is  herewith  submitted-^amounting  to 
$225,000 — for  the  purpose  mentioned  ;  and,  with  the  modification  before 
suggested,  the  subject  is  respectfully  recommended  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  CHANDLER, 

Secretary. 

The  Speaker, 


House  of  Representatives. 
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Estifnate  of  appropriations  required  to  aubsidt  Sioux  IndianSf  and  to  pay  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  Indian  supplies  for  same  Indians, 

For  this  amount  to  sapply  the  Sioux  Indians  with  necessary  subsistence 
untilJune  30,  1876 |150,000  00 

For  this  amount  to  pay  for  transportation  of  Sioux  Indian  supplies,  to 
be  transported  under  existing  contracts,  and  for  such  supplies  as  may 
be  purchased  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  fiscal  year 75, 000  00 

225,000  00 


Depaettvient  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  AFFArRs, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  January  6, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
James  S.  Hastings,  United  States  Indian  agent  at  the  Bed  Cloud 
agency,  Nebraska,  in  which,  under  date  of  December  14, 1875,  he  states 
that  the  supplies  of  flour,  corn,  and  beef,  heretofore  and  yet  to  be  fur- 
nished for  the  use  of  his  agency,  under  existing  contracts,  will  be  ex- 
hausted by  February  10th,  of  bacon  by  March  lOth,  and  of  coflFee  and 
sugar  by  April  1st. 

In  reply  to  his  communication  from  the  agent,  he  was  directed,  under 
date  of  the  29th  ultimo,  to  reduce  his  issues  of  supplies  to  the  lowest 
practicable  point.  I  forward  a  copy  of  my  letter  so  instructing  him. 
That  Agent  Hastings  will  be  able,  however,  to  so  reduce  his  weekly 
ration  as  to  avoid  the  necessity  for  further  purchases,  I  do  not  believe ; 
and  the  temper  and  numbers  of  the  Indians  under  his  charge  seem,  in 
my  opinion,  to  justify  a  full  statement  of  the  facts,  to  be  laid  by  you,  if 
thought  advisable,  before  Congress  at  an  early  day. 

Agent  Hastings  explains  this  deficiency  as,  in  part,  caused  by  the 
issue  of  supplies  to  the  large  number  of  Indians  visiting  the  agency  in 
September  last,  during  the  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  Black 
Hills,  a  contingency  not  anticipated  when  the  estimates  for  the  year 
were  under  consideration. 

Jn  further  explanation  of  this  deficiency,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  subsistence  of  these  Indians  iu 
1874,  and  for  some  years  prior  thereto,  was  $1,314,000.  For  the  last 
and  the  present  fiscal  years,  the  appropriation  for  this  purpose  was 
$1,100,000,  though  an  additional  appropriation  of  $120,000  for  the  last 
fiscal  year  was  made  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1875. 

Moreover,  in  1874,  Congress  appropriated  $100,000  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  Northern  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  (over  3,500  in  number)  at  the 
Bed  Cloud  agency,  which  amount  was  reduced  in  1875  to  $45,000,  while 
for  the  present  year  no  appropriation  whatever  was  made,  and  these  In- 
dians have  been  subsisted  from  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  Sioux. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  facts,  I  do  not  see  how  the 
amount  required  to  feed  these  Indians  during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  fiscal  year  can  be  placed  at  less  than  $150,000.  My  estimate  is 
based  upon  the  best  obtainable  data  as  to  the  number  of  Indians  at  the 
Bed  Cloud  agency,  (which  number  is  now  understood  to  be  nearly 
13,000,)  and  has  been  made  with  an  earnest  desire  to  reduce  the  heavy 
expenses  for  these  Indians  to  the  lowest  practicable  point. 

For  the  further  information  of  yourself  and  of  Congress,  I  submit 
herewith  tabular  statements,  showing,  in  detail,  the  estimat^l  amount 
of  supplies  required  for  the  present  fiscal  year  at  each  of  the  Sioux 
agencies;  the  amount  contracted  for;  the  amount  delivered  under  ex- 
isting contracts,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  returns  in  this 
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Office ;  the  amoant  required  to  pay  for  provisions  yet  to  be  delivered 
under  existing  contracts,  and  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of 
81,100,000  yet  unexpended.  From  this  statement,  the  sum  required  to 
meet  existing  engagements  is  shown  to  be  $326,187.30,  while  the  balance 
of  the  appropriation  is  $317,851^05,  leaving  to  be  provided  by  further 
legislation  the  sum  of  $8,335.75. 

In  this  connection,  I  venture  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of 
the  fund  for  the  transportation  of  supplies  for  these  Indians.  The 
amount  appropriated  for  this  purpose  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1874,  was  $150,000,  which  amount  was  reduced  by  Congress  to  $75,000 
for  1875,  and  also  for  the  present  year. 

By  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  Congress  increased  this  amount  by  a  de- 
ficiency appropriation  of  $75,000,  leaving,  however,  the  appropriatiou 
for  the  present  fiscal  year  at  $75,000,  only  one-half  of  what  hai  hereto- 
fore been  found  necessary.  Of  this  appropriation  of  $75,000,  $69,050,20 
Las  already  been  expended,  while  many  of  the  vouchers  for  transporta- 
tion during  the  year  have  not  been  presented,  and,  indeed,  a  large  part 
of  the  service  contracted  for,  and  necessary,  is  yet  to  be  performed. 

The  additional  amount  required  to  meet  existing  contracts  for  trans- 
portation, and  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  further  supplies 
seeded,  and  hereinbefore  called  for,  will  not  be  less  than  $75,000. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  in  my  view,  this  ap- 
propriation should  be  made  applicable  to  both  the  Bed  Cloud  and 
Spotted  Tail  agencies,  so  that  this  Office  might  utilize  the  supplies  now 
at  Spotted  Tail  agency  out  of  the  supplies  herein  called  for. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  matter  be  laid 
before  Congress  at  an  early  day,  with  such  favorable  recommendations 
fh)m  the  Department  as  you  may  be  disposed  to  give. 

An  estimate  of  appropriation,  as  above  stated,  is  herewith  inclosed. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  SMITH, 

Commissioner, 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Red  Cloud  Agency,  Nkb., 

December  14,  1875. 
Sm:  I  would  respectfnlly  inform  the  Department  that  the  snpplies  on  hand,  and  to 
arrive,  will  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  demand  for  the  time  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. Allowing  the  isane  to  be  made  at  the  minimum,  except  in  the  item  of  beef, 
the  sapplies  will  have  been  consumed  as  follows :  Flour,  corn,  and  beef,  by  February 
10,  bacon  by  March  10,  coffee  and  sugar  by  April  1. 

As  1  understand  it,  the  principal  cause  of  the  deficiency  is  attributable  to  the  issue 
of  Aapplies  to  a  large  number  of  visiting  Indians,  who  attended  the  council  held  here 
in  September  last. 

In  order  to  successfully  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Department,  and  to  prevent  suf- 
fering among  the  Indians,  which  must  necessarily  occur  if  more  food  is  not  supplied, 
more  especiidly  in  the  item  of  beef,  I  urgently  request  that  action  be  taken  in  the 
promises  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  additional  amount  required  is  as  follows :  Beef,  4,000,000  pounds ;  bacon,  80,000 
pounds;  flour,  200,000  pounds;  com,  200,000  pounds;  coffee,  20,000  pounds;  sugar, 
38,000  pounds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  HASTINGS, 
United  States  Indian  Agent, 
Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

WuHhingtoHf  D,  C. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
WaehingUmf  D,  C,  December  29, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  am  id  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  reporting  that  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  supplies  on  hand  to  last  until  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year, 
and  desiring  to^be  famished  with  an  additional  quantity. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  section  6,  page  34,  of  the  present  appropria- 
tion bill,  \f  hioh  provides  that  the  supplies  shall  be  distributed  to  the  Indians  so  as  to 
last  during  the  entire  year,  and  to  state  that  owing  to  the  limited  amount  of  funds  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Department  applicable  to  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  the  Indians 
at  your  agency,  no  additional  purchases  can  be  made  unless  Congress  shall  make  a 
special  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Owing  to  these  facts,  I  have  to  direct  that  you  use  every  effort  within  your  power  to 
reduce  the  issues  of  the  Bed  Cloud  agency  to  the  lowest  practicable  point,  in  order 
that  .the  supplies  now  on  hand  and  to  be  delivered  at  your  agency  may  last,  if  possible, 
to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  reporting  your  progress  in  the  matter  to  this  OfQce 
in  full. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  SMITH, 
Commissioner 
J  AS.  S.  Hastings, 

United  States  Indian  Agent,  Red  Cloud  Agency,  Nehraska. 
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6  BED   CLOUD   AND    WHETSTONE   AGENCIES. 

Statement  sJuHoing  the  Jdndf  quantity,  and  cost  of  supplies  furnished  and  paid  for  from  ike 
appropriation  for  the  subsistence  of  the  Sioux  Indian^ from  July  1, 1875,  to  January  5, 1876. 


Kind  of  anpplies. 


Qaantity.      Cost. 


Bacon  .. 
Pork  ... 
riour... 
Com.... 
Beef.... 
Salt..... 
Wheat., 
Sa^ar... 
Coflfee  ., 
Tea 


Santee  agency. 


Quantity.      Cost      Qaantity.      Cost. 


Poundg. 
'""'i2,'66o  11,498  20 


367, 5241 
3,}i20 

300, 797I 
12,008 
5,948 


9,059  46 
34  30 
4, 110  fc!8 
1,067  51 
1, 282  59 


Ponca  agency. 


Pimndt. 


10.000 

50,000 

50,486 

252.760 

l,f 


10, 043 
5,058 


Bed  Cload  agency. 


Spotted  Tail  agency. 


91, 248  50 

1, 485  00 

1,009  72 

6, 230  53 

17  15 


Pounds. 
210, 105 


520,100 


Qaantity.      Cost. 


131, 305  63 


15. 622  65 


224,  456'  7,  820  19 
7,  .159, 074  186, 331  14 
27,  440    240  10 


892  82 
1,  090  64| 


150,044 

74, 612 

6.000 


13,  416  93 
16, 087  83 
1.800  00 


Pounds, 
156,  444 


123, 310  16 


900, 000     5, 058  30 

240,  489     5, 050  »6 

3, 659.  962;  90. 168  73 

10, 080  98  SO 


120.064 
59,877 


10,733  79 
12, 913  21 


Kind  of  supplies. 

Standing  Rock 
agency. 

Cheyenne  River 
agency. 

Crow  Creek  agency. 

Yankton 

agency. 

Quantity. 

Cost 

Qaantity. 

Cost 

Quantity. 

Cost 

Quantity. 

Cost 

Bacon 

Pounds. 

74,684 

110.784  37 

Pounds. 

76,779 

50,000 

3,W,000 

402, 395 

3,  750,  638 

3,080 

111,  086  87 

6,  242  50 

10,  395  00 

8.  047  93 

92,4.')3  22 

26  95 

Pounds. 

36,  822  $5. 317  10 

37.  COO     4  fil9  45 

Pounds. 
25.227 
25,000 

13.642  78 

Pork 

3,121  25 

Plour 

350,032 

454, 570 

2,  468,  7.52 

5.8«0 

io,  395  95 

9.091  44 

60,854  74 

51  45 

250.900 
300.007 
409,135 

7, 451  73 
6,000  14 
10, 085  18 

Corn. 

905.851 

1.  492.  957 

1.960 

196.915 

23.960 

11,959 

4  117  09 

Beef 

36,801  39 
17  15 

Salt 

Wheat 

3.019  37 

Sngar. 

80,052 
39  '740 

7, 107  95 
8,568  94 

72,004 
36,127 

6.401  16 
7,  789  84 

.  36, 6-i 

3  007  fin 

2,130  04 

Coffee 

1»,  074     3,  897  16 

S,  578  64 

Tea 

1 

Total  cost  of  bacon 1185,446  91 

Total  cost  of  pork 16.729  90 

Total  cost  of  flour 50,408  63 

Total  cost  of  com 41,136  70 

Total  cost  of  beef 491,984  3S 


Total  cost  of  salt . 

Total  cost  of  wheat 

Total  cost  of  sugar 

Total  cost  of  ooffee 

Total  cost  of  tea 

Cost  of  inspecting  sugar  and  coffee. 
Cost  of  adyertising  for  supplies 


475  30 

7,130  95 

44, 957  Id 

54.206  85 

1,800  00 

31  47 

4, 121  40 

Total  cost  of  supplies 79b,  431  60 

Balance  on  hand 301,568  40 


Amount  appropriated 1,100.000  00 


Statement  showing  quantity  and  cost  of  supplies  yet  to  he  furnished  under  oontracis  for  Sioux 

Indians. 


Kind  of  supplies. 


Corn.... 
Flour... 
Com.... 
Wheat. 
Beef..., 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 


Agency. 


Red  Cloud 

Spotted  Tail 

do 

Yankton 

Santee  

Yankton 

Spotted  Tail 

Crow  Creek 

Cbeyeoue  River. 
Stnnding  Rock  . . 

Red  Cloud 

Ponca 


Qaantity 

contracted 

for. 


Pounds. 

500,000 

200.000 

300,000 

180.000 

400,000 

1,500,000 

8,  000,  000 

1,800,000 

5,000,000 

6, 500, 000 

9, 000,  000 

300,000 


Quantity 
delivered. 


Pounds. 

224,456 

None  . . .  . 

240, 489 

136,708 

367. 524 

1,492,957 

3, 659,  962 

409,135 

3.  ISO,  638 

2,  46H,  752 

7.  559, 074 

252,760 


Still  due. 


I  Cost  of  the 
latter. 


Pofinds. 
27,5, 544 
200,000 
59. 511 
4.%  292 
32,476 
7,043 
4,340.038  I 
1, 390,  865 
1,249.362 
4.031.248  ' 
1, 440. 926 
47,240  ; 


"  $9. 643  04 

5,400  00 

1,249  73 

663  33 


309.091  92 


Amount  required  to  make  payment. 


I    326,047  31 
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Statement  of  funds  al  (he  difposal  of  Interior  Department  applicable  to  payment  of  supplies 

for  Sioux  Indians, 

vSioux  snbaistence  fand |301,568  40 

Northern  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  f nnd 16, 283  25 

$317,851  65 

Statement  of  transportation  fund. 

Amount  appropriated 75,000  00 

Amount  expended 69,050  20 

Balance  on  hand 5,949  80 

Balance  of  clothing  fand  applicable  to  transportation  of  same        10, 241  85 

16, 191  65 

Estimated  amonnt  of  funds  required  to  complete  the  transportation  of  In- 
dian supplies  up  to  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year 75, 000  00 

O 
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44th  Congress,  »   HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVE8.    J  Ex.  Doo. 
lit  Session.      f  \   Ko.  58. 


CHARLES  HOWE. 


LETTER 


FBOM 


THE   SECRETARY   OF    THE   INTERIOR, 


TRANSMTTTINO 


1  report  on  the  private  land-claim  of  Charles  How^s  legal  representatives, 

Oainesville,  Fla, 


Jaxuary  12, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land-Claims  and  ordered 

to  be  printed. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  Janiuiry  6, 1876. 
SiRrParsuanttothereqnirementofthefourthsectionoftheactapproved 
June  22, 1860,  (12  Stat.,  85,)  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the 
report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land-office  at  Gainesville,  Fla., 
acting  as  commissioners  nnder  said  act,  on  the  private  land-claim  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Charles  Howe,  deceased,  together  with  letter  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land-Office,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  approv- 
ing said  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  CHANDLER, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  M.  C.  Kerr, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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The  claimant  oflfered  in  evidence  the  following  papers,  viz:  First, 
notice  or  petition  of  claimant ;  second,  sworn  statement;  tbird,  abstract 
of  title ;  fourth,  petition  of  Francisco  Ferreira  to  his  excellency  Governor 
Kiiidelan ;  fifth,  certified  copy  of  said  governor's  decree  of  concession; 
sixth,  certified  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  United  States  commissioner 
and  recommendation  to  Congress  for  confirmation  of  the  claim;  seventh, 
deed  of  Francisco  Ferreira  to  Isaac  N.  Cox ;  eighth,  deed  of  Isaac  N.  Cox 
to  Charles  Howe ;  ninth,  deed  from  Josepha  Estafanopoly  to  Charles 
Howe.  By  reference  to  American  State  Papers,  volume  4,  page  261, 
and  volume  5,  page  421,  we  find  that  this  claim  was  recommended  for 
confirmation  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  claims  and 
titles  to  land  in  East  Florida. 

Certified  copies  of  all  papers  pertaining  to  this  claim  are  respectfully 
forwarded  herewith,  marked  "A,"  "B,"  **C,"  "Dj^and  "E.'' 

We,  the  register  and  receiver,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
papers  produced,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  grant  to  Francisco  Ferrei- 
ra is  valid,  and  that  the  chain  of  title  from  said  Ferreira  to  the  heirs  of 
Charles  Howe  is  complete,  and  that  the  claim  should  be  confirmed. 

J.  A.  LEE,  Register. 
S.  F.  HALLIDAY,  Receiver. 

We,  the  register  and  receiver,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
is  a  true  transcript  from  our  records  in  the  case  of  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Charles  Howe:  the  evidence  of  claim,  abstract  of  title,  plat  of  survey, 
sworn  statement,  and  all  other  documents  and  papers  filed  and  of 
record  in  said  case,  together  with  our  decision  thereon. 

J.  A.  LEE,  Register. 

S.  F.  HALLIDAY,  Receiver. 

Akiract  of  documents  of  confirmed  claims  in  East  Florida  not  enibraoed  in  the  report  sulh- 

mitted  to  Congress, 


Present  claimant. 

Original  grantee. 

Quantity. 

Grant  or  oeasion. 

By  whom 
made. 

Date. 

Francisco  Faneira 

Franciaco  Farreira 

Key  BacaR, 
foar  small 
ialanda. 

Kindelan  ... 

Jan.   5,1614 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  31, 1874. 
Register  and  Eeceiveb,  Oainesvillej  Fla.  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Howe,  requesting  that  certain 
evidence  referred  to  in  the  report  of  Downing  and  Allen,  No.  15  Ameri- 
cau  State  Papers,  volume  6,  page  421,  relating  to  the  claim  of  Francis 
Farreira  to  Key  Bacas,  in  East  Florida,  as  being  on  file  in  this  OflBce,  be 
returned  to  you,  and  in  reply  have  to  state  that  the  evidence  referred 
to  is  not  found  upon  the  files  of  this  OflBce,  but  from  a  letter  to  the 
legister  and  receiver,  at  Saint  Augustine,  dated  21st  September,  1827, 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  it  appears  that  the  documents 
referred  to  were  returned  to  that  oflfice. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  S.  BURDETT, 

Commissioner.      i 
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To  the  Register  of  tJie  Land  Office,  Qainesville,  Fla. : 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  represents :  That  he  is 
the  executor  of  the  last  will  and  testament,  and  one  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Charles  Howe,  late  of  the  city  of  Key  West, 
State  of  Florida,  deceased. 

That  the  said  Charles  Howe  in  his  lifetime,  to  wit,  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1827,  became  possessed  of  certain  real  estate  in  the 
State  of  Florida  aforesaid,  by  virtae  of  a  deed  of  indenture,  executed 
upon  that  date  and  duly  recorded  in  the  proper  office  in  the  aforesaid 
State  of  Florida,  as  per  abstract  annexed  ;  that  the  title  to  said  property, 
as  shown  by  said  abstract  and  the  records  therein  referred  to,  descended 
directly  from  Francis  Farreira,  to  whom  it  was  granted,  in  consideration 
of  great  losses  which  he  had  suffered,  <^  by  Governor  Eindelan,  January 
5,  A.  X>.  1814 ;  that  said  real  estate  named  in  said  grant  as  the  key 
named  Bacas,  and  the  small  islands  adjacent,"  was  taken  in  possession  of 
the  said  Charles  Howe  soon  after  he  had  acquired  the  aforesaid  title 
thereto,  and  was  retained  in  possession  by  him  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  or  until  the  year  ,  during  which  time  he  was  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  Florida. 

That  the  claim  of  said  Francis  Farreira  was  recognized  and  recom- 
mended to  Congress  for  confirmation  March  4,  A.  D.  1836,  (see  book 
H,  page  250;)  that  it  has  recently  become  known  that  the  title  to  said 
land  was  never  confirmed,  and  this  application  is  therefore  made  to 
have  the  title  of  Francis  Farreira  to  Key  Bacas  confirmed  under 
the  acts  of  Congress  of  June  22,  18C0,  as  extended  by  the  acts  of  March 
2, 1867,  and  of  June  10,  1872. 

B.  C.  HOWE. 
State  of  Florida, 

County  of  Monroe : 

Personally  appeared  before  mo  Edward  C.  Howe,  above-named  de  - 
ponent,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  declared  the  above  state- 
ment of  facts  to  be  trae  and  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief.  Also  appeared  Wm.  Curry  and  John  Sitcher,  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  say  they  were  acquainted  with 
Charles  Howe  for  thirty-five  years,  and  know  him  to  be  the  father  of 
E.  C.  Howe,  and  that  they  believe  the  above  statement  to  be  true. 

[notarial  seal.] 

E.  O.  GWYNN,  ' 
Notary  Public, 

Wm.  Curry. 

John  Sitcher. 


Ko.2. 

Sworn  statement 
State  of  Florida, 

Monroe  County : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  T.  Baker,  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  of  said  county,  E.  C.  Howe,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath 
deposed  and  said  that  the  land  claimed  by  him  as  executor  of  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  Charles  Howe,  and  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  said 
Howe,  as  described  by  him  in  his  petition  filed  in  the  United  States 
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iand-office,  on  the  Ist  of  December,  1874,  is  described  by  the  United 
States  surveys  of  said  lands  (plats  of  which  are  now  on  file  in  the  United 
States  land-office  at  Gainesville,  Fla.)  as  fractional  township  66  soath, 
of  township  32  east,  containing  1,874.05  acres ;  fractional  township  66 
south,  of  range  33  east,  containing  684.11  acres ;  fractional  township  65 
south,  of  range  33  east,  containing  1,121.29  acres ;  and  fractional  town- 
ship  65  south,  of  range  34  east,  containing  464.30  acres.   Total,  4,144.15 

acres.  

E.  0.  HOWE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Mav  17, 1875. 

JOHN  T.  BAEKER, 

Clet'Jc  Circuit  Court. 


No.  3. 


Abstract  of  title  for  the  register  and  receiver*  of  the  land-office  of  the  United 
IStates  at  Oainesville^  Fla,  # 

Abstract  of  title  of  the  heirs  of  Charles  Howe,  late  of  Monroe  County, 
Fla.,  deceased,  to  the  islands  or  keys  known  as  Key  Yacas,  Boat 
Key,  Viper  Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  situated  among  the 
Florida  Keys, 

1st.  The  certified  copy  of  the  concession  of  Governor  Kindelan  to 
Francisco  Ferreira  of  said  islands,  dated  January  5, 1814,  the  original 
of  the  same  not  to  be  found  among  the  papers  of  the  said  land-office, 
marked  "  A.'' 

2d,  The  certified  copy  of  the  United  States  commissioners'  recom- 
mendation of  the  said  concession  for  confirmation,  marked  ^^  B."  The 
original  of  the  same  not  to  be  found  in  the  said  land-office. 

M.  The  deed  of  Francisco  Ferreira  to  Isaac  N.  Cox  of  said  islands, 
marked  "  C.''  ^ 

4th.  The  deed  of  Isaac  K.  Cox  to  Charles  Howe  of  said  islands, 
marked  *'  D." 

5th.  The  deed  of  Josepha  Estafanopoly,  the  widow  of  Francisco 
Ferreira,  to  Charles  Howe,  marked  "  E.'^ 

6th.  The  American  State  Papers,  volume  5,  page  421,  No.  13,  showing 
that  the  title  of  Francisco  Ferreira  was  recommended  for  confirmation. 


Ko.  4. 

A. 

[Translation.] 
To  his  excellency  the  Oovemor : 

Don  Francisco  Ferreyra,  of  this  city,  to  your  excellency  respectfully 
sheweth :  That  he  is  desirous  of  dedicating  himself  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  land,  and,  with  some  slaves  he  owns,  establish  himself  on  some 
place  that  may  be  advantageous,  whenever  he  can  collect  funds  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  hands ;  and  as  the  services  he  has  rendered,  and 
is  still  rendering,  to  the  country  with  his  person  and  property,  and  the 
great  losses  he  has  suffered  during  the  revolution  of  this  province,  are 
well  known  to  your  excellency,  he  therefore  prays  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  him  in  absolute  property  a  key  situated  among  those 
called  the  Florida  Keys,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Key  Bacas,  and 
four  small  islands  which  are  situated  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  Ihat  hjp 
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may,  when  he  collects  snfficient  fands,  proceed  to  form  his  establish- 
meat  thereon  ;  which  may,  at  the  same  time,  be  very  useful  for  those 
who  have  the  misfortune  of  being  shipwrecked  near  said  place — a  favor 
he  hopes  to  obtain  from  the  goodness  of  your  excellency. 
Saint  Augustine,  January  4, 1814. 

FEAN'CO  FERREIEA. 


No.  6. 


Saint  Augustine,  January  6, 1814. 
As  the  services  rendered  by  the  petitioner  are  well  known,  and  in 
consideration  of  the  great  losses  which  he  has  suffered  by  the  revolution 
which  took  place  in  the  year  1812,  let  there  be  granted  to  him  in  abso- 
lute property  the  Key  Bacas  and  the  small  island  adjacent,  without  in- 
jury to  a  third  person. 

♦  KINDELAX. 

I,  Antonio  Alvarez,  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  East  Florida,  do 
hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  translation  and  true  copy  of 
the  original  in  the  Spanish  language  now  on  file  in  my  ofiQce,  to  which 
it  was  transferred  according  to  law  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land-office,  while  acting  as  land-commissioners,  as  part  of  the  papers 
relative  to  private  land-claims  in  East  Florida  aforesaid. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  Saint  Augustine, 
Territory  of  Florida,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  oue  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

[seal.]  ANTONIO  ALVAREZ,  K.  P.  A. 


No.  6. 
B — Decree. 
,  Francis  Fabbeiba  ^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  3^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
THE  United  States.  )     «°^^^^  ^«^^°^«  ^^J^^^^^' 

In  this  case  the  claimant  produced  a  concession  made  to  him  by  Gov- 
ernor Kindelan  for  the  island  set  out  in  this  memorial,  dated  January 
5, 1814,  the  quantity  undefined. 

The  board  not  being  authorized  to  decide  finally  on  claims  of  this 
nature,  but  conceiving  that  the  claimant  has  made  out  an  equitable  title 
for  the  lands  which  he  claims,  it  is  therefore  recommended  to  Congress 
for  confirmation. 

June  19. 
I,  Antonio  Alvarez,  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  East  Florida,  do 
hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  extract  from  the 
registry  of  claims  kept  by  the  board  of  land-commissioners,  (book  A, 
page  250,)  now  on  file  in  my  office,  according  to  law. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of  Saint  Augustine, 
Territory  of  Florida,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

ANTONIO  ALVAREZ,  K.  P.  A. 
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'So.  7. 

0. 
Francisco  Farreira  ) 
to  [ 

Isaac  N.  Cox.       > 

Territory  op  Florida, 

County  of  8L  John^s: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I,  Francis  Farreira,  of  the  city 
of  St.  Aagastine,  gentleman,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  snm  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in 
hand  paid  by  Isaac  N.  Cox,  of  said  city,  attorney  at  law,  the  receipt . 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  trans- 
ferred, and  delivered,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell, 
transfer,  and  deliver,  unto  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
forever,  all  that  tract,  piece,  parcel  or  parcels  of  laud,  island  or  islands, 
lying  and  being  in  the  Territory  of  East  Florida,  and  known  by  the 
name  of  Key  Bacas,  or  Key  Yacas,  with  the  smaller  keys  adjacent 
thereto  called  Boat  Key,  Viper  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  being  among 
those  called  the  Florida  Keys,  on  the  coast  of  East  Florida,  and  con- 
taining, by  estimation,  two  thousand  acres,  the  same  being  more  or  less, 
which  said  keys  or  islands  were  granted  to  the  said  Francis  Farreira  by 
the  Spanish  government  on  the  fifth  day  of  Jan'y,  1814,  as  appears  by 
»aid  grant  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  land-commissionerS;  and  was  also 
recommended  for  confirmation  by  said  commissioners  on  the  19th  June, 
1824,  together  with  all  and  singular  the  edificies,  buildings,  rights, 
members,  hereditaments,  appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging,  or  in 
any  wise  appertaining,  and  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  property, 
claim,  and  demand  whatsoever  of  the  said  Francis  Farreira  of,  in,  or  to 
the  same,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders 
thereof,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  premises  hereby  granted  and 
released,  with  the  rights,  members,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  unto  the  said 
Isaac  N.  Cox,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  thetV  only  proper  use  and  behoof 
of  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the 
said  Francis  Farreira,  for  myself  and  for  my  heirs,  the  said  bargained 
premises  and  property^  unto  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  from  and  against  all  persons  claiming 
by,  through,  or  under  me,  shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  by 
these  presents.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
seal,  this  fourth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

FRANCISCO  FAIIRIERA. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence  ot^— 
James  Hughes. 
Mill  Reynolds. 

Tereitoey  of  Florida, 

County  of  Saint  John^Sj  88 : 

On  the  this  6th  day  of  September,  1824,  came  before  me,  the  sub- 
scribed, clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  Territory  aforesaid,  James 
Hughes,  and  made  oath  that  Francis  Farreira  signed,  sealed,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  within  instrument  of  writing  in  his  presence  to  be  his 
act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Whereupon  1  have  recorded  the  same.  Witness  mj  hand  the  date 
aforesaid. 

JAMES  S.  TiyikUi^iCHODgle 
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State  of  Florida, 

Saint  John?8  County,  88 : 

I,  J.  D.  Stansbary,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  certain  instrument 
recorded  in  my  office  in  Book  E,  pages  121  and  122,  records  of  Saint 
John's  County,  Fla. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my 
official  seal  of  office,  this  the  16th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1874. 

[SEAL.]  J.  D.  STANSBCJRY, 

Cleric  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  and  for  the  Co\tnty  of  Saint  John%  Fla. 


No.  8. 
D. 


Territory  of  Florida: 

This  indenture,  made  the  eighth  day  of  December,  in  the.  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  between  Isaac  N. 
Cox,  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Territory  aforesaid,  of  the  first 
part,  and  Charles  Howe,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth :  That  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox, 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  to  him  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  Charles 
Howe,  at  or  immediately  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  thtise 
presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  granted, 
bargained,  sold,  delivered,  remised,  released,  aliened,  and  confirmed, 
and  by  }:hese  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  remise,  release, 
and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Charles  Howe,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for- 
ever, all  those  five  certain  islands  or  keys  situate,  lying,  and  being  on 
the  coast  of  East  Florida,  and  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida  aforesaid,  which  said  keys  have  been  known  and 
designated  by  the  names  of  Key  Bacas,  or  Key  Vacas,  Boat  Key,  Viper 
Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  but  which,  on  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  said  keys,  are  now  known  and  called  by  the  names  of  Key  Vacas, 
Long-point  Key,  Grassy  Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  the  said 
islands  or  keys  lying  and  being  contiguous  to  each  other  and  in  a  range 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  last  above  named,  they  being  the  same 
islands  or  keys  which  were  granted  to  one  Francisco  Farreira  by  the 
Spanish  government  by  grant  bearing  date  on  or  about  the  fifth  day  of 
Jan'y,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  the  claim  of  whom 
was  recommended  by  the  late  board  of  commissioners  for  adjusting 
claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida,  on  or  about  the  nineteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  for  confirma- 
tion by  Congress,  as  by  a  reference  to  the  said  original  grant  and  pro- 
ceedings on  file  in  the  office  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  public  lands 
in  East  Florida  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear,  and  which  said 
islands  or  keys  were  afterwards,' in  the  life- time  of  the  said  Fraut5isco  Far- 
reira, conveyed  by  him,  the  said  Francisco  Farreira,  to  the  said  Isaac 
N.  Cox,  in  fee-simple  absolute,  as  will  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  by 
a  reference  to  the  records  of  the  original  conveyance  thereof  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  the  county  of  St.  John's ;  and, 
also,  all  and  singiilar,  the  buildings,  houses,  edifices,  rights,  members, 
hereditaments,  privihges,  and  appurtenances  on  or  to  the  said  islands 
or  keys  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and 
reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  and  profit  of  the 
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said  premises,  and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  all  the  estate, 
right,  title,  interest,  claim,*^aiid  demand  of  every  kind,  both  at  law  and 
in  equity,  of  him,  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox,  of,  in,  to,  out  of,  or  upon  the 
said  islands  or  keys  and  premises,  and  every  part  thereof: 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  islands  or  keys  and  premises  and  every 
part  thereof;  to  have,  to  hold  the  said  islands  or  keys,  and  all  and 
singular  other  the  premises  above  mentioned,  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Charles  How  e,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  and  to  the  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of 
the  said  Charles  Howe,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever.  And  the  said 
Isaac  N.  Cox,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  the 
said  island  or  keys,  and  other  the  premises  above  mentioned,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  against  him,  the  said  Isaac  K.  Cox,  and 
his  heirs,  and  against  all  and  every  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  to 
the  said  Charles  Howe,  and  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  will  warrant 
and  forever  defend  by  these  presents. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereto  set  their 
hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

ISAAC  N.  COX.    [SEAL.] 

Signed,  sealed,  &  delivered,  subscribed  and  acknowledged  in  the 
presence  of— 

Francis  Que, 
Jno.  Drysdale, 
*  Bernardo  Segui. 


County  of  Saint  John's, 

City  of  Saint  Augustine : 
I  do  hereby  certify,  declare,  and  make  known  that  Isaac  N.  Cox,  of 
the  city  of  Saint  Augustine  aforesaid,  did  in  my  presence,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  subscribed  witnesses  to  the  execution  of  the  foregoing 
indenture,  subscribe  and  acknowledge,  and  as  and  for  his  act  and  deed 
deliver  the  said  foregoing  indenture  for  the  intent  and  purposes  therein 
expressed  and  contained,  and  that  the  same  Isaac  K.  Cox  thereto  sub- 
scribed is  iu  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox. 

In  witness  whereof 'I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  tenth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

BERNARDO  SEGUI, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  St.  JohrCs  County. 


Saint  Augustine,  December  10, 1827. 
Received  from  Charles  Howe  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  the 
consideration  above  expressed  to  have  been  paM  by  him  to  me. 

ISAAC  N.  COX.    [seal.] 
Witness: 

Jn.  Drysdale. 


Territory  of  Florida,    - 

County  of  Saint  JohVa : 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  this  10th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1827, 

came  before  me  the  subscriber,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county 

of  St  John's,  John  Drysdale,  esq.,  and  made  oath  that  Isaac  N.  Cox 

signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  foregoing  instrument  of  P^ritiuff  in 
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his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  Francis  Gae  and  Bernardo  Segui, 
as  for  his  act  and  deed,  and  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 
Whereapon  I  have  recorded  the  same. 
Witness  my  hand  the  date  aforesaid. 

S.  STBEETEB. 

State  of  FLonroA, 

Monroe  County : 

I,  John  T.  Barker,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county,  do 
hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  deed  of  con- 
veyance from  Isaac  N.  Gox  to  Charles  Howe,  as  appears  of  record  in  Book 
A,  Monroe  County  Records,  pages  113  and  115. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court  at  Key  West,  this  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1874. 

[SEAL.]  JOHN  T.  BABKER, 

Clerk. 


Ko.9, 
E. 


Terbitoey  of  Florida: 

This  indenture,  made  the  eighth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  between  Jd&e- 
pha  Estafanopoly,  widow  and  relict  of  Francisco  Farreira,  deceased, 
late  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  in  the  Territory  aforesaid,  and 
Charles  Howe,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina: Whereas  all  those  certain  islands  or  keys  hereinafter  particu- 
larly described,  and  which  be  on  the  coast  of  Florida  and  within 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  were  granted  to  the  said  Francisco  Ferreira, 
deceased,  the  late  husband  of  the  said  Josepha  Estafanopoly,  by  the 
Spanish  government  by  grant  bearing  date  on  or  about  the  fifth  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  as  by  a  reference 
to  the  original  grant  thereof,  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  commission- 
ers for  settling  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida,  may  more  fully 
and  at  large  appear;  and  whereas  the  said  Francisco  Farreira,  in  his 
life-time,  by  deeds  under  his  hand  bearing  date  on  or  about  the  day 
of  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  , 
conveyed  the  said  islands  or  keys  to  Isaac  1^.  Cox,  of  St,  Augustine, 
aforesaid;  and  whereas  the  said  Charles  Howe  has  purchased  the  said 
islands  or  keys  from  the  said  Isaac  !N^.  Cox,  and  is  desirous  that  the  said 
Josepha  Estafanopoly  should  join  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox  in  answering 
and  securing  the  title  to  the  said  islands  or  keys  so  granted  as  afore- 
said to  her  said  deceased  husband,  Francisco  Farreira,  and  that  she, 
the  said  Josepha  Estafanopoly,  should  release,  relinquish,  and  renounce 
all  her  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  and  demand  of  every  kind  what- 
soever and  howsoever  arising  both  at  law  and  in  equity  of,  in,  to, 
and  upon  the  said  islands  or  keys  so  as  aforesaid  granted  to  her 
said  husband  unto  the  said  Charles  Howe,  who  hath  agreed  to  pay  said 
Josepha  Estafanopoly  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dol- 
lars and  thirty-three  cents  for  so  doing,  and  which  sum  of  money  she 
hath  agreed  to  receive  of  and  from  the  said  Charles  Howe  in  full  con- 
sideration and  payment  for  the  same :  Now,  therefore,  this  indenture 
wituesseth  that  the  said  Josepha  Estafanopoly,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  premises  and  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
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three  dollars,  and  thirty-three  cents,  to  be  in  hand  paid  by  the  said 
Charles  Howe  at  or  immediately  before  the  sealing  and  delivery  of  these 
presents,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hafch  granted, 
bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  released,  sarrendered,  and  confirmed, 
and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  remise,  release, 
surrender,  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Cbas.  Howe,  and  to  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  forever,  all  those  certain  islands  or  keys  situate,  lying,  and 
being  on  the  coast  of  East  Florida,  and  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  which  said  keys  have  been  known  and  designated 
by  the  name  of  Key  Vacas,  Boat  Key,  Viper  Key,  Duck  Key,  and 
Knight  Key,  but  which,  on  and  in  the  neigrhborhood  of  the  said  keys, 
are  now  known  and  called  by  the  names  Key  Yacas,  Long-point  Key, 
Grassy  Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key;  the  said  islands  or  keys  lying 
and  being  contiguous  to  each  other  in  a  range  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  last  above  named,  they  being  the  same  islands  or  keys  which 
were  granted  as  aforesaid  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the  said  Fran- 
cisco Ferreira,  now  deceased,  and  whose  claim  to  which  were  afterwards, 
to  wit,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  recommended  by  the  board  of  commissioners  for  settling 
claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  East  Florida  to  Congress  for  confirmation, 
and  which  said  islands  or  keys,  or  some  of  them,  were  in  the  life-time  of 
the  said  Francisco  Ferreira  conveyed  by  him  to  the  aforesaid  Isaac  W. 
Cox ;  and  also  all  and  singular  the  houses,  buildings,  edifices,  rights, 
hereditaments,  members,  and  appurtenances  on  the  same,  or  to  the 
salne  in  any  wise  belonging  or  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  or  rever- 
sions, remainder  or  remainders^  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of  the  said 
islands  or  keys,  and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  all  the  estate, 
right,  title,  interest,  claim,  and  demands  whatsoever,  both  at  law  and 
in  equity,  of  the  said  Josepha  Estafanopoly  of,  in,  to,  and  upon  the  said 
islands  or  keys,  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises  above  men- 
tioned, and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto 
the  said  Charles  Howe,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  the  said 
Josepha  Estafanopoly  hath  remised,  released,  surrendered,  relinqaished, 
and  renounced, 'and  by  these  presents  doth  remise,  release,  surrender, 
relinquish,  and  renounce,  the  above-described  islands  or  keys,  and  every 
of  them,  and  the  appurtenances,  and  all  her  estate,  right,  title,  interest, 
claim,  and  demands  of  every  kind  and  nature  whatsoever  in,  to,  and  upon 
the  said  islands  or  keys,  and  other  the  premises  above  mentioned,  in 
whatsoever  manner  or  way  the  said  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  or 
demand  may  have  arisen  or  accrued  to  the  said  Josepha  Estafanopoly, 
unto  the  said  Charles  Howe,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  to  his  and 
tbeiv  only  proper  use,  behoof,  and  benefit  forever.  In  witness  whereof 
the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals, 
the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JOSEPHA  ESTAFANOPOLY.    [seal.] 

Sealed  &  delivered,  acknowledged  and  subscribed  before  us — 
Jno.  Deybdale. 
Francis  Gue. 
Bebnabbo  Segui,  J.  P. 

City  of  Saint  Augustine: 

I  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known  that  Josepha  Estafanopoly, 
widow,  of  the  said  city,  did  in  my  presence  subscribe  and  acknowledge, 
and,  as  and  for  her  act  and  deed,  deliver  the  foregoing  indenture  for  the 
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iatents  and  purposes  therein  expressed.  In  witness  whereof  I  have 
hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  tenth  day  of  December,  one  thoasand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

BERNARDO  SEOUT, 
Jtistice  of  the  Peace  for  Saint  John's  County. 


Saint  Augustine,  Dec.  10, 1827. 
Received  from  Charles  Howe  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  the  consideration  in  the  above 
indenture  mentioned  to  have  been  paid  to  me  by  the  said  Charles  Howe. 

JOSEPH  A  ESTAFA^"OPOLY. 
Witness: 

Jno.  Deysdale. 


Territory  of  Florida, 

County  of  Saint  John^  88 : 
Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  10th  day  of  December  A.  D.,  1827,  came 
before  me,  the  subscriber,  clerk  of  the  county  coijrt  for  the  county  afore- 
said, John  Drysdale,  esq.,  and  made  oath  that  Josepha  Estafanopoly 
signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the  above  indenture  as  for  her  act  and 
deed,  and  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  in  his  presence.  Where- 
upon I  have  recorded  the  same.    Witness  my  hand  the  date  aforesaid. 

S.  STREETER. 

State  of  Florida, 

Monroe  County : 

I,  John  T.  Barker,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  deed  or  relin- 
quishment of  dower  from  Josepha  Estafanopoly  to  Charles  Howe,  as 
appears  of  record  in  Book  A,  Monroe  County  records,  pirges  115, 118. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court  of  Key  West,  this  24th 
day  of  December  A.  D.  1874. 

ISEAL.1  JOHif  T.  BARKER, 

Clerh 


General  Land-Office,  September  21, 1827. 
To  the  register  and  receiver  of  tlie  land-office  at  Saint  Augustine^  Fla. : 

Gentlemen  :  On  comparing  the  documents  deposited  in  the  Treasury 
by  the  late  board  of  commissioners  for  East  Florida  with  their  abstracts, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  fifteen  cases  referred  to  in  the  inclosed 
abstracts,  and  of  which  the  documents  are  also  inclosed,  have  been  em- 
braced in  their  report  submitted  to  Congress,  although  each  case 
appears  by  the  documents  to  have  been  confirmed  by  the  board. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will,  after  comparing  them  with 
the  reports  in  your  office,  make  them  the  subject  of  a  special  report, 
with  such  remarks  as  you  may  deem  proper,  and  forward  it  with  your 
reports  under  the  act  of  the  last  session  for  the  decision  of  Congress. 
I  am,  &c. 
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Depabtment  op  the  Interior, 

General  Land-Office, 
Washingtorij  D.  6\,  December  28, 1875. 

Sir  :  Aa  directed  by  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress approved  June  22,  1860,  (12  Stats.,  p.  85,)  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  private  land-claims  in  the  States  of  Florida,  Louisi- 
ana, and  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes,"  as  extended  and  amended 
by  the  acts  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1867,  (14  Stats.,  p.  544,)  and 
June  10, 1872,  (17  Stats.,  p.  378,)  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith 
for  transmission  to  Congress  the  accompanying  report  of  the  register 
and  receiver  at  Gainesville,  Fla.,  acting  as  commissioners  under  the 
aforesaid  acts,  ujH>ti  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Charles 
Howe,  deceased. 

Edward  C.  Howe,  representing  himself  as  executor,  and  one  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Charles  Howe,  deceased,  recites  in  his 
petition  to  the  aforesaid-  register  and  receiver,  that  the  said  Charles 
Howe,  deceased,  in  his  life-time,  to  wit,  on  the  8th  day  of  D^cember^ 
1827,  came  into  possession,  by  deed  of  indenture  duly  executed  and  re- 
corded, of  certain  lands  situated  in  the  Statue  of  Florida,  more  fully  de- 
scribed in  the  sworn  statement  of  the  petitioner  as  fractional  township 
66  south,  of  range 32  east,  containing  1,874.05  acres;  fractional  town- 
ship 66  south,  of  range'33  east,  containing  684.11  acres;  fractional  town- 
ship 65  south,  of  range  33  east,  containing  1,121.29  acres;  and  fractional 
township  65  south,  of  range  34  east,  containing  464.30  acres,  making  an 
aggregate  of  4,144.15  acres,  and  applies  for  a  confirmation  of  the  title 
under  the  aforesaid  acts  of  1860  and  1872. 

This  claim  is  supported  by  the  following  documentary  evidence : 

First-  Petition  of  Don  Francisco  Ferreira  to  the  governor  of  Florida, 
dated  January  4, 1814,  soliciting  the  absolute  title  to  ''  a  key  situated 
among  those  called  the  Florida  Keys,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Key 
Bacas,  and  four  small  islands  which  are  situated  in  the  vicinity  thereof.'^ 

Second.  Grant :  '^  Saint  Augustine,  January  5, 1814.  As  the  services 
rendered  by  the  petitioner  are  well  known,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
great  losses  wh^h  he  has  suffered  by  the  revolution  which  took  place 
in  the  year  1812,  let  there  be  granted  to  him  in  absolute  property  the 
Key  Bacas  and  the  small  island  adjacent,  without  injury  to  a  third  per- 
son.   Kindelan." 

Third.  Decree  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  May 
8, 1822,  (3  Stats.,  p.  709,)  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and 
titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Florida,''  as  amended  and  extended 
by  the  acts  of  March  3, 1823,  (3  Stats.,  p.  754,)  and  February  28,  1824, 
(4  Stats.,  p.  6.)  '^Francis  Farriera  to  the  United  States;  claim  to  an 
island  called  Key  Bacas,  and  four  small  islands  adjacent."  ''  In  this  case 
the  claimant  produced  a  concession  made  to  him  by  Governor  Kindelan 
for  the  island,  set  out  in  his  memorial  dated  January  5,  1814,  the  quan- 
tity undefined." 

<^The  board  not  being  authorized  to  decide  finally  on  claims  of  this 
nature,  but  conceiving  that  the  claimant  has  made  out  an  equitable  title 
for  the  lands  which  he  claims, it  is  therefore  recommended  to  Congress 
for  confirmation.  June  19."  This  document  is  certified  by  Antonio 
Alvarez,  keeper  of  public  archives,  as  being  a  true  and  correct  extract 
from  the  registry  of  claims  kept  by  the  board  of  land-commissioners, 
(Book  A,  p.  250,)  now  on  file  in  his  office. 

Fourth.  Warranty  deed,  dated  September  4,  1824,  from  Francisco 
Farriera  to  Isaac  N.  Cox.  It  appears  from  this  conveyance  that  Far- 
riera conveyed  to  Cox  all  that  tract,  piece,  parcel  or  parceJs  jafJand, 
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islaud  or  islands,  I3  ing  and  being  in  the  Territory  of  East  Florida,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Key  Bacas,  or  Key  Yacas,  with  the  smaller 
islands  adjacent  thereto  called  Boat  Key,  Viper  Key,  and  Knight  Key, 
being  among  those  called  the  Florida  Keys  on  the  coast  of  East  Flor- 
ida, and  containing  by  estimation  about  2,000  acres,  more  or  less,  which 
said  keys  or  islands  were  granted  to  the  said  Francis  Ferreira  by  the 
Spanish  government  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1814. 

Fifth.  Warranty  deed.  Isaac  N.  Oox  to  Charles  Howe ;  from  which 
it  appears  that  said  Isaac  N.  Oox  conveyed  to  said  Charles  Howe  all 
those  five  certaiu  islands  or  keys  situated  on  the  coast  of  East  Florida, 
which  have  been  known  and  designated  by  the  names  of  Key  Bacas,  or 
Vacas,  Boat  Key,  Viper  Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  but  which,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  said  keys,  are  now  known  and  called  by  the  names 
of  Key  Vacas,  Long-point  Key,  Grassy  Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key, 
the  said  islands  or  keys  lying  and  being  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  in 
a  range  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  last  above  named ;  they  being  the 
same  islantls  or  keys  granted  to  one  Francisco  Ferriera  by  the  Spanish 
governn^ent,  the  5th  of  January,  1814,  and  which  were  conveyed  by 
said  Francisco  Ferriera  to  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox. 

Sixth.  Eelinquishment  (of  dower)  by  Josepha  Estafanopoly,  the 
widow  of  Francisco  Ferriera,  to  Charles  Howe,  of  all  the  right,  title,  and 
interest  she  may  have  in  <'  those  certain  islands  or  keys  on  the  coast,  and 
within  the  territory  of  Florida,  that  were  granted  to  the  said  Francisco 
Ferriera,  deceased,  by  the  Spanish  government,  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1814,  and  conveyed  to  the  said  Charles  Howe  by  the  said  Isaac  N.  Cox, 
known  and  designated  by  the  names  of  Key  Vacas,  Boat  Key,  Viper 
Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  but  which,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
said  keys,  are  known  and  called  Key  Vacas,  Long-point  Key,  Grassy 
Key,  Duck  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  the  said  islands  or  keys  lying  and 
being  contiguous  to  each  other  in  a  range  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
last  above  named.^ 

The  foregoing  conveyances,  constituting  a  chain  of  title  from  the  orig- 
inal grantee  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  while  they  had  jurisdiction  over 
and  were  in  possession  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  to  tie  claimant's  an- 
cestor, have  been  duly  acknowledged  and  recorded,  and  are  certified  by 
the  legal  custodian  of  the  records  as  being  true  and  correct  copies  of  the 
records  thereof.  They  bear  upon  their  face  evidence  of  great  care  in 
their  preparation  and  execution,  the  only  defect  or  imperfection  being 
the  omission  of  one  of  the  keys  or  islands  claimed  from  the  conveyance 
by  Ferreira  to  Cox,  which  will  be  more  fully  referred  to  hereinafter. 

From  an  examination  of  the  American  State  Papers,  Duff  Green's 
edition,  volume  3,  page  674,  with  reference  ta  this  case,  it  appears  that  the 
claim  of  Francis  Ferreira  for  an  island  known  by  the  name  of  Key  Bacas, 
and  four  small  islands  adjoining,  situated  to  the  south  of  Florida,  and 
known  as  one  of  the  Florida  Keys,  founded  on  a  concession  made  by 
Governor  Kindelan  January  5, 1814,  to  said  Francis  Ferriera,  was  filed 
before  the  board  of  land-commissioners  for  East  Florida  November  17, 
1823,  and  that  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  1824,  they  considered  the  claim 
favorably,  and  advised  it  for  confirmation,  (volume  4,  page  261,  Duff 
Green's  edition  American  State  Papers,)  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it 
was  submitted  to  Congress  for  confirmation  prior  to  the  confirmatory 
act  of  May  23, 1828.    (4  Stats.,  p.  284.) 

Under  date  of  January  14, 1830,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  trans- 
mitted to  the  United  States  Senate  a  report,  dated  Saint  Augustine, 
January,  1829,  by  the  register  and  receiver  acting  as  land-commis- 
sioners'for  East  Florida,  under  the  act  of  May  23, 1828,  (4  Stats.,  p.  284,) 
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in  irhich  appears  au  "Abstract  No.  15,  of  sixteen  cases  sent  back  from  ^ 
Washington  to  the  register  and  receiver  for  tber  report,"  and  in  said 
abstract  is  contained  the  claims  of  Francis  Farreira,  No.  13.  ( DulT  Greenes 
edition  American  State  Papers,  volume  5,  page  420.) 

By  the  first  section  df  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  26, 1830, 
(4  Stats.,  p.  405,)  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  final'  settlement  of 
laud-claims  in  Florida,"  it  is  provided  that  "all  the  claims  and  titles  to 
laud  filed  before  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land-office,  acting  as 
commissioners  in  the  district  of  East  Florida,  under  the  quantity  con- 
tained in  one  league  square,  which  have  been  decided  and  recommended 
for  confirmation,  contained  in  the  reports,  abstracts,  and  opinions  of  said 
register  and  receiver,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
according  to  law,  and  reported  by  him  to  Congress  on  the  14th  day  of 
January,  1830,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed." 

From  the  anomalous  relation  the  aforesaid  abstract — remanded  by  the 
Secretary  back  to  the  register  and  receiver  for  report,  and  in  compliance 
with  which  they  reported,  "The  grant  to  this  land  was  made  by  Gov- 
ernor Kindelan  in  January,  1814,  for  services.  The  testimony^is  filed 
in  the  Land-OiUce  at  Washington.  It  was  recommended  for  confirmation 
on  the  19th  of  June,  1824" — bears  to  the  balance  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  referred  to  by  date  in  the  aforesaid  act  of  May 
20, 1830,  it  has  always  been  a  matter  of  doubt  with  this  Office  as  to 
whether,  under  a  strict  construction,  that  act  confirmed  any  of  the  claims 
embraced  in  the  above-mentioned  abstract;  for  it  will  be  observed, 
particularly  in  reference  to  this  case,  that,  first,  it  was  not  filed  with  the 
register  and  receiver  acting  as  commissioners,  but  with  a  former  board 
of  commissioners,  which,  as  a  tribunal  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
created  had  ceased  to  exist  before  the  cases  embraced  in  said  abstract 
were  remanded  back  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  second,  this 
case  was  neither  decided  nor  recommended  for  confirmation  by  said 
register  and  receiver  as  contemplated  by  the  act.  They  simply  gave 
the  status  of  the  claim  as  they  found  it  on  the  records  of  the  former 
board,  saying  that  it  ha<l  been  already  recommended  for  confirmation. 
It  is  in  consequence  of  this  doubt  that  the  case  is  now  reported  to  Con- 
gress. 

There  also  exists  another  doubt  in  this  case,  to  which  the  attention 
of  Congress  is  invited ;  that  is,  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of  land  the  claim- 
ants are  entitled  to  under  the  grant  to  Ferriera.  According  to  the 
sworn  statement  of  the  claimants,  they  seek  a  confirmation  to  all  the 
land  embraced  within  the  exterior  limits  of  the  four  fractional  town- 
ships described  in  said  statement,  aggregating  an  area  of  4,144  and  a 
fraction  acres. 

Ferriera  in  his  petition  solicited  "  Key  Bacas,  and  four  small  islands 
which  are  situated  in  the  vicinity  thereof."  The  grant  says,  let  there 
be  granted  Key  Bacas  and  the  small  island  adjacent.  Thus,  it  will  be 
observed,  that  if  the  transcript  of  the  grant  in  this  case  is  a  correct 
copy  thereof,  that  it  confines  the  quantity  to  Key  Bacas  and  only  om 
island. 

As  appears  from  the  record  of  the  old  board  of  commissioners,  acting 
under  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  March  3, 1823,  they  desig- 
nated this  claim  as  that  of  Francis  Ferriera  "  to  an  island  called  Key 
Baeas,  and  four  small  islands  adjacent."  This  title  to  the  claim  was 
evidently  taken  from  the  original  petition  of  Ferriera  to  the  former 
government.  The  body  of  their  decree,  however,  goes  c;i  to  say  that 
the  claimant  produced  a  concession  made  to  him  by  Governor  Kindelan 
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for  the  island  set  oat  in  his  memorial,  dated  January  5, 1SI4,  the  qnan- 
tity  undefined. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  1860  directs  "that  whenever  any 
claim  is  presented  for  confirmation  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
which  has  heretofore  been  presented  before  any  board  of  commissioners 
under  authority  of  Congress,  the  facts  reported  as  proven  by  the  former 
board  shall  be  taken  as  true  prima  facie;  and  the  evidence  offered  be- 
fore such  former  board,  and  remaining  of  record,  shall  be  admitted  on 
the  examination  of  the  claims  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act." 
It  will  be  seen  that  almost  the  same  discrepancy  exists  in  regard  to  the 
quantity  of  land  in  the  record  of  the  commissiouer  as  in  the  traqscript 
of  evidence  now  before  me.  The  grant  itself,  as  shown  by  the  transcript, 
limits  the  quantity  of  land  granted  to  Ferreira.by  Kindelan,  on  the 
5th  January,  1814,  to  Key  Bacas  and  the  small  island  adjacent.  The 
decree  of  the  tbrmer  board  of  commissioners  states  that  the  claimant 
produced  a  concession  from  Kindelan  for  the  island  set  out  in  his  me- 
morial. It  is  evident  that,  under  the  aforesaid  seventh  section  of  the 
act  of  j^60,  the  findings  of  a  former  board  can  only  be  used  as  evidence 
in  cases  where  the  evidence  upon  which  such  findings  were  based  can- 
not be  adduced ;  but  where  the  evidence  required  by  the  act,  as  the 
foundation  of  title,  is  produced,  which  in  this  case  is  the  same  as  that 
upon  which  the  action  of  the  former  board  was  based,  and  is  found  to 
be  at  variance  with  the  findings  or  conclusions  of  said  board,  the  rule 
of  evidence  then  applies  that  the  best:evidence  in  the  case  must  govern, 
and  hence  excludes  the  findings  of  the  aforesaid  board  as  secondary 
evidence.  The  grant  itself,  in  any  event,  is  properly  the  instrument  that 
should  determine  this  question  in  regard  to  quantity;  for  the  aforesaid 
acts,  under  which  this  claim  is  presented  for  confirmation,  do  not  con- 
template that  a  greater  quantity  of  land  shall  be  confirmed  to  claimants 
than  was  granted  by  the  former  government. 

An  examination  of  the  plats  of  survey  of  the  fractional  townships 
claimed  shows  that  there  are  included  within  the  exterior  limits  of  said 
townships,  counting  all  of  the  islands,  large  and  small,  twenty-five, 
which  are  grouped  and  designated  singly  on  said  plats  as  follows :  Key 
Vacas,  two;  Boat  Key,  five.;  Knight  Key,  one;  Hog  Key,  one;  Fat 
Deer  Keys,  five;  Stirrup  Key,  one;  Eussel  Key,  one;  Bamboo  Key,  one : 
Kraal  Key,  two;  Grassy  Key,  one;  Tom's  Ilarbor  Keys,  two;  Duck 
Key,  one;  and  Channel  Key,  one,  which  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
term  key,  as  used  on  said  plats,  applies  indiscriminately  to  a  single 
or  a  group  of  islands.  Thus  the  claim  seems  to  have  grown,  since  the 
date  of  the  grant,  from  the  Key  Yacas,  and  the  one  additional  island 
granted,  to  Key  Vacas,  which,  as  indicated  by  the  plats  of  survey, 
seems  to  include  two  islands  and  twenty-three  additional  islands. 

The  chain  of  title  from  the  original  grantee  to  the  said  E.  C.  Howe, 
deceased,  under  whom  the  claimants  claim  title,  shows  that  Ferreira 
conveyed  to  Cox,  on  the  4th  of  September,  1824,  four  islands,  called 
Key  Vacas,  Boat  Key,  Viper  Key,  and  Knight  Key,  and  that  Cox  con- 
veyed to  Howe,  December  8,  1827,  five  islands,  thus  enlarging  on  the 
number  of  islands  or  quantity  of  land  he  acquired  from  the  original 
grantee  to  the  extent  of  'one  island.  These  conveyances  have  more  the 
appearance  of  having  been  based  on  the  petition  of  the  grantee  to  the 
Spanish  government  than  upon  the  grant.  Giving  the  grant  its  largest 
meaning,  it  only  calls  for  three  islands.  The  conveyances,  so  far  as 
their  calls  are  in  excess  of  that  quantity,  are,  in  my  opinion,  necessarily 
void. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  in  this  case  is  sufiicient 
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to  entitle  the  claim,  to  a  confirmation,  and  therefore  recommend  that 
the  'land  embraced  and  described  in  the  original  grant  made  by  Gov- 
ernor Kendelan  to  Francisco  Ferreira,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1814,  to 
wit,  the  two  islands  which,  on  the  plats  of  the  Government  surveys, 
are  designated  as  Key  Yacas,and  the  island  nearest  adjoining  said  key, 
be  confirmed  to  the  legal  representatives  of  E.  C.  Howe,  deceased. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  BURDETT, 
Commi8dona\ 
Hon.  Z.  Chandler, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
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CATHARINE  AND  SOPHIA  GERMAIN. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE   SECRETARY   OF    THE   INTERIOR, 


PRESENTING 


A  further  cjmfnnnication  from  the  War  Djptirtment  uoon  the  subject  of  the 
destitute  condition  of  Catharine  and  8ophia  Germain,  two  Cheyenne  cap- 
tives. 


January  12, 1976. — Referred  to  Uie  Committee  od  Indian  AtY'airs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington^  Januarg  5,  1876. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  letter  from  this  Department,  dated  the  20th  ultimo 
addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  destitute  condition  of  Catharine  and  Sophia  Germain,  and 
inclosing  certain  papers  from  the  Indian  Bureau  in  relation  thereto,  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  present  a  further  communicatiou  from  the  hon  - 
orable  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  same  subject,  together  with 
copies  of  the  papers  referred  to  by  him,  and,  in  accordance  with  his  re- 
quest, earnestly  recommend  the  subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Gougress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your-obedient  servant, 

Z.  CnANDLER, 

■  Secretary. 
The  Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 


War  Department, 
Washington  City,  December  22,  1875. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of 
letter  from  Col.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  requesting  that 
the  Oovernment  make  the  same  provision  for  Catharine  and  Sophia 
Germain,  captured  by  the  Cheyenne  Indians,  and  rescued  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities,  as  was  made  for  their  sisters  by  the  last  Congress,  (18 
Stat,  part  3,  page  424.) 

Inviting  your  attention  to  the  indorsements  upon  the  said  letter,  I  beg 
to  request  that  you  will  earnestly  recommend  this  matter  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  Congress. 

The  issue  of  one  ration  a  day  to  each  of  the  children  has  been  author- 
ized until  Congress  makes  some  provision  for  their  support. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  Warm 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Dgtzed  by ^OOgle 


2  CATHARINE    AND    SOPHIA   GERMAIN. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Infantry, 
Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans,^  December  1, 1875. 
Sir:  I  have  the  boiior  to  bring  to  your  attention  thecaseof  Catbarine 
aijd   Sophia  Germain,  the  eldest  two  of  the  four  children  who  were  res- 
€ued  from  captivity  among  the  Obeyennes  by  the  operations  of  the 
troop  8  in  the  Indian  campaign  of  1874-'75  in  the  Southwest. 

As  they  were  left  orphans  and  destitute  b^'  the  action  of  the  hostile 
Indians,  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  the  General  Government  may 
properly  make  some  provision  for  their  support,  and  that  as  they  were 
rescued  during  active  operations,  it  would  seem  that  they  are  entitled 
to  the  same  considerations  as  prisoners  of  war  pending  action  of  the 
Government  in  their  case.  ^  I  would  therefore  earnestly  in  their  behalf 
request  that  rations  be  issued  to  them  until  the  necessary  legislation  be 
had  in  their  case. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  War  will  remember  that  this  case  was 
brought  to  his  personal  attention  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  when  the  above 
request  seemed  to  meet  with  his  favorable  consideration. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry, 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

(Through  office  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  Missouri, 
Division  of  the  Missouri,  and  of  the  Army.) 


IIeadquarters  Fifth  Infantry, 
Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.j  December  2,  1875. 
Sir:  In  behalf  of  two  most  unfortunate  and  helpless  orphans,  Catba- 
rine and  Sophia  Germain,  who  have  suffered  everything  but  death  at 
the  hands  of  the  hostile  Cheyennes,  and  who  were  recovered  by  the  force 
of  military  operations  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  I  would  earn- 
estly request  that  the  Government  make  the  same  provisions  that  were 
made  by  the  last  Congress  for  their  sisters,  in  the  act  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  inclosed. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry, 
The  Adjutant  General, 

t7.  S.  Army^  Waahingtoji^  7>.  C. 

(Through  office  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  Division  and  of  the  Army.) 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missoutii, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans.j  December  9, 1875. 

These  papers  are  respectfully  forwarded  and  are  fully  concurred  in. 

Attention  is  invite<l  to  my  communication  of  November  30,  1874,  on 
which  and  the  indorsements  on  it  the  appropriation  for  the  two  younger 
Oermain  children  was  made. 

At  the  time,  the  two  elder  children  were  still  in  the  hands  of  the  In- 
dians, and  it  was  not  known  whether  they  would  be  recovered  alive. 

They  were  fortunately  surrendered  alive,  but  in  a  terrible  condition, 
flnd  they  brave  needed  constant  care  and  attention  ever  since.  They 
were  rendered  destitute  and  their  natural  supporters  and  guardians 
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were  raurdered  by  the  Cheyenne  Indians,  and  it  seems  only  proper  that 
a  moderate  provision  be  made  for  them  out  of  the  money  appropriated 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  Indians  who  reduced  them  to  such  a  state. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  application  'will  be  urgently  presented  to 
Congress. 

Colonel  Miles  has  accepted  the  guardianship  of  these  children,  but  of 
course  is  without  the  funds  needed  for  their  actual  support. 

Until   Congress  acts  upon  the  case,  the   War  Department   should 
authorize  the  issue  of  one  ration  to  each  of  the  elder  children  at  least. 

JOHN  POPE, 
Bvt  Major-General  U,  S,  -A.,  Commanding. 

War   DEPART3IBNT, 

Adjutant' 6 eneraVs  Office^  Washington^  December  14,  1875. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with  previous  papers 
relative  to  the  Germain  girls,  including  General  Pope's  communication 
of  November  30,  liS74:,  referred  to  in  preceding  indorsement. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-Oeneral, 

War  Depart^vient, 

December  17, 1875. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary -General  for  remark. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  P.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 

Office  Commissary-General  Subsistence, 

December  18, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
recommendation  that  authority  be  granted  to  issue  one  ration  per  day 
to  each  of  the  within-named  children  (Catharine  and  Sophia  Germain) 
until  some  provision  for  their  support  be  made  by  Congress. 

R.  MACFEBLY, 
Commissary- General  Subsistence. 

War  Department, 

December  22, 1875. 

Recommendation  of  Commissary-General  approved. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chi^f  Cleric. 
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LIST  OP  EMPLOYES  IN  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 


LETTER 


FBOU 


THE    SECRETARY   OF   THE   NAVY, 


TRAXSMITTINO, 


In  compliance  with  section  11  of  act  of  Congress  approved  August  26, 1842, 
statement  of  civil  employes  of  the  Department^  together  tvith  the  time 
each  was  employed  and  the  sum  he  received^  for  the  year  ending  December 
31, 1875. 


J.iKUARY  12,  187(5. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


IS^AVY  DEPARTjVIENT, 

Washington^  January  6,  1876. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  in  compliance  with  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  26,  1842, 
a  statement  of  the  civil  employes  of  this  Department  during  the  year 
ended  December  31, 1875,  together  with  the  time  each  clerk  was  actu- 
ally employed  and  the  sums  paid  to  each.  All  of  the  positions  referred 
to  were  authorized  by  law  and  the  necessary  appropriations  made 
tberefor. 

The  force  of  the  Department  has  been  usefully  employed,  and  the 
services  of  the  full  number  cannot,  I  think,  be  dispensed  with  without 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  BOBESON, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  M.  C.  Kerr, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2  LIST   OF   EMPLOYES   IN    THE    NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  of  the  civil  employes  of  the  Xavy  Department  and  Bureaus  thereof  during  tk€  year 
1^75,  prepared  in  compliance  with  t!ui  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  CoAyress  approved  Au- 
gust "ZKyj  ld42. 


Office  and  name. 


Position. 


OFFICE  OF  THE  tsECRETAUY  OF 
THE  NAVY. 


John  W.  IloiiK I  Chlf'f  clerk 

F.  U.  Stick uey Foiirtb-clasa    and 

I    dlHburaiug  clerk. 

Geor<;o  S.  Watkins Fuiirth-clu»tt clerk . 

"NViUiam  I*.  Morau do 

\V.  S.  McN'iiiry ' do 

Jesse  E.  Dow i do : 

II.  S.  lioweii '  Third-class  clerk . . 

Wythe  Deiiby    do 

Fiauk  B.  Smith do 

Joseph  E.  Pott* do 

H.  \v.  Kinj; Second-class  clerk 

J.  D.  Dovle do 

Goorfje  \V.  Blako First-class  clerk  . 

C.  H.  Snow do 

C.  R.Alexander do , 

William  J.  Gregory do 

JohnCassiu do 

Lindsay  Muse Messenger. 


William  Pierre... 
Uenry  Wiggiuton. 
John  M.  Evans  ... 


BUKEAU  OF  YARDS  AND  DOCKS. 


A.  E.  Merritt 

E. S.  Friederich... 
R.  n.  Yeatman  ... 
D.J.  Partello 

Do 

R.n.  Yeatman... 

Charles  Fair 

J.W.Graham 

J.  A.Kinsley 

Charles  Huntt.... 
Is  athan  Addison . . 

Do 

Frederick  Mason . 


BUUEAU  OF  MKDICTNE  AKD  8UB- 
GE&Y. 

Daniel  Carrigan 

E.  C.  Kirkwood 

M.  B.  Clark 

Henry  Clay 

BUREAU  OF  rROVieiONS  AND 
CLOTHING. 


J.  T.Donson 

J.  W.  Moorhead  . . 

J.  K.  Lewis 

William  H.  Doe... 

W.  H.Tilley 

Frank  Hamilton . . 
Amos  T.  Jonckes . 
George  Taylor.... 
W.  S.  Benseroan.. 
William  Lucas.... 
Samuel  West 


BUREAU  OF  NAVIGATION. 


Lonis  Waldocker . 
D.  A.  Dennison  . . . 
R.  A.  Cheyney.... 
James  W.  Joyce.. 
John  A.  Smith.... 


BUREAU  OF  EQl'IPMENT  AND 
RECRUITING. 


S.  Henriqnes 

W.  W.  S.  Dyre  ... 
James  Patterson . . 


do. 

Laborer. 

...do..., 


Chief  clerk 

Draughtsman 

Foarth-claas  clerk . 

...do 

Third-class  clerk.. 

...do 

...do ... 

Second-class  clerk 
First-class  clerk  .. 

Messenger 

...do 

Laborer 

...do 


Chlof  clerk 

Third-class  clerk 

Messenger 

Laborer 


Chief  clerk 

Fourth-class  clerk 
Third-claaa  clerk. 

...do 

Second-class  clerk 

...do 

First-class  clerk  . 

...do 

...do 

Messenger 

Laborer 


Chief  clerk 

Third-class  clerk.. 
Second-class  clerk 

Messenger 

Laborer 


Chief  clerk 

Fourth-class  clerk 
Third-class  clerk. 


$2..'i00 
S,000 

1,800 

l.MX) 

l.BOO 

l.bOO 

1,600 

1.600 

1,600 

1,600 

1.400 

1.400 

1,200 

1,200 

1.210 

1,200 

1,200 

640 

840 

720 

720 


1.800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,800 

1,600 

1,600 

1,600 

1.400 

1.200 

840 

840 

720 

72d 


1,800 

1,600 

840 

720 


1,800 
1.800 
1,600 
1,600 
1,400 
1,400 
1,900 
1.200 
1,200 
840 
720 


1.800 

1,600 

1,400 

840 

720 


1.800 
l.HOO 
1,600 


Time  employed. 


Sam  paid. 


Whole  year . 
do 


do 

do...'. 

do 

do 

do 

......do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

January  1  to  February-  1  — 
February  1  to  December  31 . 
January  1  to  Februarv  13  . 
February  13  to  Decemner  31 

Whole  year 

do. 

do 

do 


Whole  year 

do 

January  1  to  February  1... 
February  1  to  December  31. 
January  1  to  Fobruaiy  1 . . . 
February  1  to  December  31 . 

Whole  year 

do 

do 

January  1  to  August  5 

August  5  to  December  31. . . 

January  1  to  August  5 

August  5  to  December  31  . . 


Whole  year. , 

, do , 

do 

do 


Whole  year. 

do , 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Whole  year. 

do..... 

do 

do 

do 


Whole  year 

...'£  ^ed  Ji^  nil  QDX!  !*£!. 


LIST   OF   EMPLOYES   IN   THE   NAVY    DEPARTMENT. 
Statement  of  the  civil  employis  of  the  Xavy  Department,  if-c. — Continued. 


Office  and  name. 


Position. 


D.C.  Morrison Seoond-claM  clerk 

RA.  Church '....do 

J.  £.  Alexander j  First-claas  clerk .. . 

E.  A.  Roderick ....do 

S.  T.  D^ I  Messeoger 

Beigamin  Harria laborer 


Salary.  I 


•1.400 
1,400 
1.300 
1,300 
HO 
720 


I 
BUREAU  OF  STRAMENGINEBHISO.  '  i 

William  H.  II.  Smith I  Cliipfclerk I    1.800 


Gforge  B.  Whiting  . 
Gtorge  3chultz  . 
Jami^  D.  Cole  . . 
J.  H.  Hoagland . 
J.  H.  Beinburg  . 


BUBXAU  OF  ORDNANCE. 


JohnD.  Brandt.... 

S.T.Elli« 

CRStellffftgen... 

S.T.Ellla 

T.K.  Sailer 

Do , 

C.W.  Tvaon 

J.R.  Gisbame 

C.H.Middleton... 
George  A.  Simms. 


BCBEAUOF  CONSTBUCnON  AMD 
&E1*AUL 


H.  A.  Goldsborongh  . 

Richard  Powell 

B.T.Hanley 

B.Kiiapp 

C.L.  Hoghes 

A.Bothwellt 

JoboSaorwein 

OliTerC.Fiaher 

John  Simms 


KAVT  DEPAETXENT  BUILDING. 


r.H.Stickney.... 
Johu  B.  Harrison  . 

JohnHowlett 

Frederick  Laff.... 
AotoDioBiondi... 
WiUiam  Shanks  .. 

OrertonBond 

William  Herbert.. 


Draoght  aman 1 ,  tfOO 

Second-class  clerk .  1 ,  400 

Asst.  draughtsm'n'  1, 300 

Messenger j  840 

Laborer I  720 


Chief  clerk 

...do 

Draughtsman .... 
Third-class  clerk. . 

...do 

Second-class  clerk 

...Ho 

...do 

Messenger , 

Laborer 


Chief  clerk 

Draughtsman 

Fourth-class  drek . 
Third-class  clerk.. 

...do 

Second-class  clerk . 

....do 

Messenger 

Laborer 


Superintendent . 

Watchman 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
..do. 


1,800 
1,600 
1.800 
1,600 
1,000 
1,400 
1,400 
1,400 
840 
730 


1,800 
1.800 
1,800 
1,600 
1,600 
1,400 
1,400 
840 
720 


350 
730 
720 
730 
liO 
720 
730 
720 


Time  employed. 


Sum  paid. 


Whole  year '  $1,400  00 

do i    1,400  00 

do 1,800  00 

do I    1,300  00 

do ,        840  00 


.do. 


•| 


720  00 


Whole  year ,  1,  HOO  00 

do '  1.800  00 

do '  1,400  to 

do !  1,200  00 

do '  840  00 

do 720  00 


•| 


January  1  to  December  10  . .     1, 697  28 
December  10  to  December  31 . '       103  73 

W^hole  year I    1,800  00 

January  I  to  December  10. . .  |    1, 508  70 
December  10  to  December  31. 
January  1  to  December  10. . . 
December  10  to  December  31 . 

Whole  year 

do 

do 


Wholo  year. 

, do..... 

do..... 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Wholo  year., 

do..... 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

do 

do 


91  30 
1,330  10 
79  90 
1,400  00 
840  00 
720  00 


1,800  00 
1,800  00 
1.800  00 
1,600  00 
1,600  00 
1,400  00 
1,400  00 
840  00 
720  00 


250  00 
730  00 
720  00 
720  00 
730  00 
720  CO 
720  00 
720  00 
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44th  Conokess,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doo. 
l»t  Sestion.       t  )    No.  61. 


CONTINGENT  FUND  OP  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 


LETTER 


FBOIC 


THE    SECRETARY   OF    THE  NAYT, 


TRANSMrmNG 


A  detailed  Btatement  of  expenditures  of  the  contingent  fund  for  the  Navy 
Department  and  the  bureaus  and  offices  therein. 


Januart  12, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington^  January  6, 1876. 
Stb  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  coinpliaQce  with  the  requirements  of  section 
193  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  to  submit  to  Congress  detailed  statements 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  funds  '^  for  the  Navy  Department, 
and  for  the  bureaus  and  ofSces  therein,''  being — 

1.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

2.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Bureau  Yards  and  Docks. 

3.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Construction  and  Bepair. 

4.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Equipment  and  Becruiting. 

5.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Steam-Engineering. 

6.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Navigation. 

7.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Provisions  and  Clothing. 

8.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Ordnance. 

9.  Statement  of  contingent,  office  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
10.  Statement  of  contingent,  Navy  Department  building. 

And  also,  under  the  requirements  of  the  act  entitled  '^  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of 
Ae  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1875,"  approved  June  20, 
1874,  detailed  statements  of  the  expenditure  of  the  sums  appropriated 
for  contingent  expenses  'Mn  the  Navy  Department,  and  in  the  bureaus 
thereof,"  to  which  the  same  were  appropriated,  being — 

1.  Appropriation  contingent.  Navy. 

2.  Appropriation  contingent,  Equipment  and  Becruiting. 

3.  Appropriation  contingent.  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

4.  Appropriation  contingent,  Ordnance. 

5.  Appropriation  contingent,  Yards  and  Docks. 

6.  Appropriation  contingent,  Navigation.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 


CONTINGENT  FUND   OF   THE   NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 

7.  Appropriation  oontin^ent,  Provisions  and  Clothing. 

8.  Appropriation  contingent,  Naval  Academy. 

9.  Appropriation  contingent,  Marine  Corps. 

Very  respectfully. 

GEOEGB  M.  ROBESON, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  M.  C.  Eebb, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


No.  1. — Report  of  expenditures  of  contingent j  Secretary's  Office. 

TROM  DECEMBER  1,  1874,  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1673. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amoant. 


W.  C.  &  F.  P.  Church 

W.Choate&Co 

W.  Hounschild 

James  Kelly 

Charles  Flint 

J.  H.  Brooks 

W.B.Moses 

J.  H.  Brooks ^.-- 

W.  Choate  &  Co 

J.  H.  Brooks 

J.  B.  Davis 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

Kennebec  Ice  Company... 

William  Ballantyne 

Adams  Express  Company. 

W.  H.  Boyd 

Washington  Chronicle.... 

J.  W.  Boteler  &  Bro 

A.  Burgdorf 

W.S.MitcheU 

Joseph  Wat43rs  ...... ..... 

Joseph  L.  Savage 

CM.  Tyson 

Levi  Carry 

W.W.  Farr 

John  Disturnell 


W.  Choate  &  Co 

B.  M.  Calvert , 

J.  H.  Brooks 

J.  H.Warwick 

G.  W.  Metlar 

E.  O.Cook  &Co 

N.  B.  Fugitt 

Hay  ward  &  Hutchinson  . 

A.  W.  Kirk  &  Co 

W.  T.  Dewduey 

A.  Burgdorf 

W.  Harlestor 

J.  H.  Bryan 

Bobert  Beall 

G.  W.  Chamberlen 

J.  L.  Savage 

W.  C.  &  F:  Church 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

G.N.  Eider 

Julius  Viedt 


Army  and  Navy  Joornal. 

Stationery 

Bepairing-  shades 

Stove-work 

Soap 

Car-tickets 

Chairs,  &c 

Car-tickets 

Stationery 

Car-tickets » 

Gas-burners 

Knife 

Ice. 


Station  ery 

Transportation 

City  Directories 

Subscription 

Matches,  soap,  &.c 

Bepairing  furniture 

Carpeting 

Postage-stamps 

Matches,  dusters,  &.f 

Postage-stamps 

Bepairing  book-case 

Bepairing  clocks 

5  copies  United  States  Begister, 
1875. 

Stationery 

Cleaning  carpets 

Car-tickets 

PlauDisphere 

1  copy  of  Sargent's  Publio  Men. .. 

Brooms 

Bepairsfrom  fire,  lumber 

Bepatrs  from  fire,  tin  xoof 

Bepairs  from  fire,  felt 

Bepairs  from  fire,  labor 

Bepairs  from  fire,  furniture 

Postage-stamps 

Bepairs  from  fire,  carpenter's  work 

1  oopy  Wallace  Beport,  for  library 

Painting 

Brushes,  dus 

Army  and  Navy  Journal 

Blank  cards 

2  volumes  American  Cyclopedia.. 
Bepairing  deaks «. 
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t66  70 

18  46 
4  00 

19  00 
200 
600 

3150 
600 

38  92 
I  00 
600 
3  75 

20  75 
38  45 

13  80 
15  00 

805 
33  10 
20  ?9 
142  70 

505 
20  70 

300 

600 

14  00 
750 

153  95 

720 

600 

30  00 

600 

360 

315  54 

275  60 

18  96 

153  23 

94  50 

300 

429  00 

600 

250  00 

14  50 

600 

20  00 

14  00 

100  00 


CONTINGENT  FUND   OF   THE   NAVT   DEPARTMENT.  3 

No.  1. — Beport  of  expenditures  of  contingent.  Secretary's  Office — Continued. 


Name. 


W.W.  Fair 

W.  Choate^Co 

Do 

W.  Hounschild 

W.  HarliMtOD 

£.  C.Cook 

J.  M.  EvaiMi 

Tboinas  Moore 

J.  H.Brooks 

G.  E.  Tyson 

Cbarlea  Flint 

W.Harleston 

Henrv  Newbeck 

W.Cboate&Co 

C.  W.  Tyson 

J.  W.  Boteler  A  Bro 

JnliasViedt 

Adams  Express  Company 

W.  Jacobs 

W.  Balla^tyne 

D.Lyon 

J.  W.  Gainer -... 

F.  A.  Fill  &  Co 

W.J.Mnrtagh 

J.  L.  Savage 

Ralpb  Hunter 

Henry  Wigginton 

N.  W.BurchcU 

J.  L.  Savage 

O.N.  SalUvan 

C.W.Tyson 

William  Smith 

W.Harleston 

Solomons  6l  Chapman 

Robert  Beall 

Mn.£.  Hunter 

John  Lockie 

J.  W.  Hogg 

J.  W.  Boteter  A^  Bro 

Chronicle  Pnblishing  Company 

W.S.  Mitchell 

Jaraee  Sheeby 

John  Alexander 

Evening  Star 

Georgetown  Conner 

Levi  Curry 

AdMus  Express  Company 

G.N.  Rider 

Kalph  Hnnter 

John  Casein 

C.W.Tyson 

New  York  Maritime  Register... 

William  Hounschild 

J.  W.  McKnifffat  d^Co 

Mrs.  C.  R.  K.  Bonney 

C.  H.  Emerson  &  Co 

W.  Choate  &  Co 

C.  W.Tyson 

W.  H.Dempsey 


Article. 


Repairing  clocks 

Stationery 

Stationery 

Putting  down  mattings 

Car  tickets 

Life  of  Professor  Morse 

Medicine  for  horse 

Hire  of  carriage 

Car-tickets 

1  copy  of  Arctic  Experiences,  for 
library. 

Soap 

Car-tickets 

Repairing  locks 

Stationery 

Postage-stamps 

Sloi>-jarS:  brushes,  i&c 

Making  book -case 

Transportation 

Pens 

Stationery 

Pens 

Ribbon  for  stamp 

Blank-book 

Subscription  to  the  National  Re- 
publican. 

Spittoons,  bucket,  &o 

Car-tickets 

Postage-stamps 

Matches 

Dusters,  spittoons,  dec 

Sherman's  Memoirs,  for  library  . .. 

Postage-stamps 

Rubber-stamp 

Gar-tickets 

"Arctic  Adventures  " 

Wallace  Report 

2  volumes  Congressional  Reports. 
Subscription  to  Directory,  1874... 

Paid  fur  telegrams 

Pitchers,  tumblers,  &c 

Advertising 

Matting,  oil-cloth,  &.c 

Annual  Cyclopedia,  for  library . . . 

Paper  and  work 

Advertising 

Advertising 

File-boards 

Transportation 

2  volumes  American  Cyclopiedia, 

for  library. 

Postage-stamps 

Paid  for  telegrams 

Postage-stamps 

Subscription  tor  6  months 

Carpet  work 

Chairs 

Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings, 

for  library. 

Subscription  to  Boston  Guide 

Stationery 

Postage-stamps 

Stationery 


Amount. 


|3  50 
19  90 
54  17 
53  00 

5  00 

6  00 

1  50 

3  00 

5  60 

4  00 

9  00 

2  00 

6  25 
80  60 

3  00 
25  75 
40  OC 
22  35 

7  50 
69  79 
10  00 

1  50 

2  00 

8  00 

14  55 

5  00 

3  00 
3  50 

18  00 
8  50 


00 
00 
10 
00 
00 
00 
00 


9  40 
22  89 
64  50 

46  94 
6  00 

27  *-i5 

47  50 

11  00 
10  00 
41  90 
14  00 

3  00 
97 

6  00 

7  50 
10  50 
21  50 

12  00 

5  00 
69  73 

6  00 
166  90 
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4  CONTINGENT   FUND   OF   THE   NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 

No.  1. — Report  of  expenditures  ofcontingentj  Bea-etary^s  Office — Continued. 


Name. 


Article. 


AmoQDt. 


W.  W.  Farr 

N.W.  Bnrohell 

W.  HarlestoD 

Lena  Ball 

H.  Newbeck..-- 

J.  W.  Boteler  &  Bro. 

W.  S.  Mitchell 

W.  Choate&Co 

John  McCathran.... 
H.  SliermaD 


H.  Wig|2;iDton 

Adams  Express  CompaDy. 

William  Honnschild 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

Robert  Beall 

J.  M.  Judd 


James  Kelly 

J.  L.  Savage 

Kennebec  Ice  Company. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Larner 

H.  Newbeck 

H.  Wigginton 

M.  Steel 

W.  Choate&Co 

D.  Lyou 

W.S,  Mitchell 

M.C.Mitchell 

W.B.Moses 

J.  M.  Evans 

William  Smith 

C.W.Tyson 

G.  G.  Corn  well  &  Sons.. 

E.  Edwards 

Chase  &  Gould 

William  Hounschild 

H.  Newbeck 

Joseph  L.  Savage 

W.  Choate&Co  ... 

M.  L.  Larner 


Total  amount. 


Care  of  clocks 

Pepper  put  in  carpets 

Postage-stamps •.. 

Repairing  chairs 

Repairing  locks 

Water-cooler,  sponges,  &c 

Matting 

Stationery 

Carriage-hire 

Government  History  of  the  United 
States. 

Car-tickets 

Transportation 

Carpet-work 

Stationery 

Supreme  Court  Report,  for  library 

<' Rights  of  the  United  States  Cit- 
izen.^' 

Stove-work 

Coal-hods,  brushes,  &c 

Ice 


1  copy  Storms,  for  library 

Making  1  lock 

Postage- stamps 

Dusters 

Stationery 

Pens 

Carpeting,  oil-cloth,  &c 

Stoves 

Desk  and  chairs 

Medicine  for  horse 

Ribbon-stamp 

Postage-stamps 

Soap 

Making  book-case 

Harness 

Carpet-work 

Repairing  locks 

Coal-hods,  dusters,  &c : 

Stationery 

1  copy  of  Boynton's  Record,  for 
library. 


$60  06 

1  50 
6  00 

2  50 
550 

38  25 

67  67 

26  53 

300 

500 

5  00 
36  45 
2155 
71  25 

6  00 
4  75 

250 

9  00 

31  57 

250 

325 

3  00 

4  75 
44  14 

5  00 
136  94 

46  50 
75  50 

1  00 
800 
3  00 
667 
600 

47  00 
10  50 

7  75 
7  50 

31  26 

2  00 


4,457  38 


No.  2. — Contingent  offixie  expenses  of  Bureau  Yards  and  Docks. 

FROM  DECEMBER  1.  1874,  TO  JUNE  30,  1875. 


Date. 

Name. 

Article. 

Amount. 

1874. 
Dec.    4 

Warren  Choate  ................... 

Stationery  ......  .......... 

$14  00 

Dec.  16 

C.  Huntt 

Car-tickets  ................ 

10  00 

Dec.  17 

W.  B.  Moses 

Furniture  ................. 

61  00 

Dec.  31 

N.  Addison 

Washing  towels 

5  00 

Dec.  31 

R.  E.Williams 

Repairing  chair.. .......... 

1  50 

1875. 
Jan.    2 

W.  Ballantvne.... 

Stationery  ................. 

14  25 

Jan.    6 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

....do 

59  55 
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CONTINGENT   FUND   OP    THE   NAVY   DEPARTMENT.  5 

No.  2. — ContingerU  office  expenses  of  Bureau  Yards  and  Bocks — Continued. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amount. 


Kennebec  &  Potomac  Ice  Company. 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

W.S.Mitchen 

Adams  Express  Company 

H.  Reilly 

W.H.Boyd , 

N.Peters 

W.  Choate 

C.  Huutt 

J.  Distnrnel 

J.H.Warrick 

W.  H.  Derapsey 

G.N.  Rider 

W.  8.  Mitchell 

J.  W.  McKnight 

W.  Honnschild 

G.E.Tyson. 

Nantical  Gazette 

W.  Ballantyne 

N.  Addison 

Kennebec  &  Potomac  Ice  Company. 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

Boteler  &  Bro 

Repnblican 

R.  E.  Williams 

R.B-Mohun 

J.  W.  Gainer 

J.  L.  Savage 

G.  N.  Snllivan 

John  Lockie 

H.  O.Towle 

L.  R.  Jones 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

W.  Ballantyne 

Kennebec  Ice  Company 

John  Lockie 

N.  Addison 

Warren  Choate 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

G.N.  Rider 

G.N.  Rider 

D.  J.  Partello 


Ice , 

Stationery 

Shades 

Freight 

Kindling-wood 

Office  directory 

Photo-lithographs , 

Stationery * 

Expressage 

United  States  Register    — 

Planisphere 

Stationery 

Cyclopedia 

Carpets,  &,c 

do 

Putting  down  carpets 

Copy  Arctic  Explorations  -. 

Subscription 

Stationery 

Washing  towels 

Ice 

Stationery 

Pitcher  and  waiter 

Subscription 

Repairing  locks 

Subscription,  Van  Nostrand 

Ribbon-stamp 

Water-cooler 

Sherman^s  Memoirs 

Subscription 

Chairs 

Awnings 

Stationery 

do 

Ice 

Office  directory * 

Washing  towels ,... .... 

Stationery \  — 

...do 

Cyclopedia 

— do 

Car-tickets 


|31  60 
40  80 

8  00 
75 

10  00 

5  00 

60  00 

39  SO 

1  25 

1  50 

30  00 

18  .30 

14  00 
524  58 
166  20 

3  50 

4  00 

5  00 

9  39 

6  00 

15  40 
14  GO 

16  00 
8  00 
1  00 
5  00 

1  50 
10  00 

8  50 

5  00 

32  00 

20  00 

25  05 

4  45 

7  80 

2  50 

5  00 

138  50 

14  00 

28  00 

5  65 


Total 


1.511  82 


FBOM  JULY  1  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1875. 


E.  Q.  Ganson 

Washington  City  Post-Offlce 

Army  and  Navy  Joarnal 

W.H.  Dempsey 

A.  J.  Mora 

W.H.  Dempsey 

Kennebec  Ice  Company  .... 

Francis  Lamb 

N.Addison 


Office  directory  . 

Postage 

Subscription 

Stationery 

Photographs 

Stationery 

Ice 

Frame 

Washing  towels. 


(5  00 
3  90 

6  00 
20  10 
40  00 
39  80 

7  80 
2  75 
9  00 
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6  CONTINGENT   FUND   OP   THE   NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 

No.  2. — Contingent  office  expenses  of  Bureau  Yards  and  Docks — ContinQed. 


Date. 

Name. 

Article. 

Amonnt 

1875. 
Oct.    9 

E.  H.  Cole 

Cases.... •...-. 

1125  oe 

9  '6l 

Oct.  15 

Warren  Cboate ............... 

Penknives.. ............... 

Oct.  15 

N.  AUdison 

Table-cover...... ...... .... 

1  59 

Total 

270  16 

No.  3. — Detailed  statement  of  office  expenditures  of  the  Bureau  of  Con- 
/struction  a^id  Repair,  Navy  Departtnent,  under  appropriation  contingentj 
from  December  1,  1874,  to  June  30,  1875,  and  from  July  1, 1875,  to  No- 
vember 30, 1875. 

EXPENDED  FROM  DECEMBER  1, 1874,  TO  JUNE  30. 1875. 


Name. 


H.  A.  Goldsborongh 

H.  A.  Goldsborongb 

Warreu  Cboate  &  Co  . . . 

B.B.Mobun  &  Co 

R.E.Williams 

William  Ballantyne  .... 
W.S.Mitcbell&Co...- 
KenMebecIce Company  . 

John  A.  Simms 

J.W.Boteler&Co 

Dennis  Reily 

W.H.  Boyd 

R.  B.  Mobun  &  Co 

George  M.  Scbaefer 

Warren  Cboate  &.  Co  ... 

S.Disturnell  ..: 

L.  Rice 

A.  Berry 

N.W.Burcbell 

Warren  Qboate  <&  Go  . . . 

William  Ballantyne 

E.  Edwards 

Kennebec  Ice  Company. 

Jobn  A.  Simms 

National  Republican 

E.Edwards 

P.Pbilp 

N.W.Burcbell 

Mobun  Bros 

M.  E.Mann 

E.  Edwards 

Jobn  Lockie 

Warren  Cboate  &-  Co  . .. 
Kennebec  Ice  Company. 

William  Ballantyne 

W.S.Mitcbell 

John  A.  Simms 

W.W.Farr 


Total 


Article. 


Car-tickets 

Postage-stamps 

Stationery 

Books,  &e 

Casters  for  cbair 

Stationery 

Laying  carpets 

Ice 

Washing  towels 

Andirons,  &c , 

Kindling  stuff 

City  Directory 

Bookf&c 

Shades,  &c 

Paper 

Register  for  1875 

Cleaning  carpets 

Laying  carpets 

Brooms,  bnckets,  Ac 

Stationery 

do 

Makin£  boxes 

Ice 

Washing  towels 

Subscription 

Packing-boxes 

United  States  Directory 

Soap 

Books,  &,c 

Books 

Frames,  repairing  doors,  Sco 

Office  Directory 

Stationery 

Ice 

Stationery 

Carpets,  &c , 

Washing  towels 

Repairing  clocks 


AmoDDt 


95  00 

40 

55  75 

15  25 

1  50 

20  50 
15  00 
1*2  eO 

500 

950 

500 

500 

71  OO 

38  16 

96^25 

150 

300 

250 

5  75 
26  50 

650 
50O 
1155 
50O 
800 
500 

10  00 
330 

21  00 
8  50 

25  00 
500 

11  32 

6  10 
17  25 

122  76 
500 
5  00 


606  84 
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CONTINGENT  FUND  OP  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT.       7 

'So.  3. — Detailed  statement  ofoffUie  ea^^enditures  of  Bureau  of  Construction 
and  Repair^  &o, — Continaed. 

EXPENDED  FROM  JULY  1,  18T5,  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1875. 


Name. 

Article. 

Amount. 

C.  E.  Oreer 

Repairing  chairs 

3  00 

Tjm  R.  Jone«  ,.... ^x..»^.*^u^. 

HanfirincF  awninsrs  ............... 

1  50 

W.  8.  Mitchell 

Carpets  ......................... 

56  84 

Mobnn  Brothers......  ---... ...... .... 

Directories,  dec. ....... . .. 

19  40 

H.O.Towlee 

Matting 

15  66 

N.  W.Bnrchell 

Soap 

5  00 

I,.  Rice 

Taking  up  carpets 

Painti o fir  mantels.  &c  -.. . 

4  40 

G.  W.  Chamberien 

6  00 

H.  A.  Goldsboroagh 

Car-tickets .- 

15  cB 

E.  Edwarda 

Makin  fir  boxes  ................... 

B.T.  Hanley 

Boavier's directory  .......... 

9  60 

£.£dward8 

Packinar  boxes ................... 

7  50 

J.  Kelly 

Renairinflr  stove 

6  40 

Joseph  L.  Savage 

Backet 

2  50 

William  H.  Dempsey 

Stationery .... .. .... 

32  80 

Kennebec  Ice  Company  ...... 

Ice 

7  80 

•John  A.  8tmin8 ........-> 

WasbincT  towels  .... ...... . 

5  50 

Stationery ........... ...... ..._.. 

26  33 

Ij.R.  Jonee 

Takins?  down  awninars 

1  00 

£.  Edwards 

Carnet-sill  and  box 

4  75 

G.  W.  Chamberien 

PaintinfiT  fenders.  &.c 

3  00 

W.  H.  Harrover 

Stove.  &c 

31  95 

W.  8.  Mitchell 

Oil-cloth  and  laying  carpets 

KindliDg  staff 

75  00 

Dennis  Reily 

5  00 

Franklin  &  Co 

Stereoscope 

7  00 

Total 

357  93 

Navy  Department, 

Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair. 


I.  HANSCOM, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


No.  4. — Statement  of  tiie  contingent  office  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Equip- 

ment  and  Recruiting. 

FROM  DECEMBER  1,  1874,  TO  JUNE  30,  1875.  INCLUSIVE. 


To  whom  paid. 

Object. 

Amount. 

Warren  Choate  &  Co. 

Stationery 

$14  50 

Kennebec  and  Potomac  Ice  Company  .. 
W.  S.  Mitchell  &.  Co 

Ice - 

19  20 

Lavinir  caroets  .................. 

15  00 

Beni.  Harris ,-.-.. .... 

Washing  towels......  ............ 

5  00 

J.  Vr.  Boteler  &.  Bro 

Sundries 

8  35 

J.  H.  Warwick 

Terrestrial  Planisphere 

30  00 

J.  Distumell 

United  States  Register  1875 

Car-fare  for  official  purposes 

Stationery ....... ................ 

1  50 

8.T.  Dyer 

10  00 

Warren  Choate  &,  Co 

30  60 

Kennebec  and  Potomac  Ice  Company.. 
H.  Newbeck 

Ice        .   ., 

18  42 

Repairing  locks 

6  25 

W.  H.Boyd 

Ciiy  Directory 

5  00 

W.  H.  Demnsey 

Stationery. .... 

3  00 

Josenh  Gawler 

Packing'boxes 

15  42 

WUliaiD  BaUantyne 

Stationery 

^2896 
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No.  4. — Statement  of  the  contingent  office  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Equip- 
ment and  Recruiting— ijontinned. 


To  whom  paid. 

Ohject. 

Amount. 

Bern.  Harris 

Washin^i;  towels .................. 

$5  00 

•Li.  K.  Jones -- 

Recovering  and  putting  np awnings 
Stationery ......  ................. 

16  00 

Warren  Choate  &  Co -.,-.. 

30  05 

M.E.Mann 

Sherman's  Memoirs  ...... ........ 

8  50 

William  Shepherd 

Shaking  carpets 

7  50 

E.  0.  Cook  <fe  Co 

Pepper  for  carpets,  (preserving)  .. 
Office  Directory  1874 

1  50 

John  Lockie 

5  00 

William  Ballantvne 

Stationerv ,. ... 

30  13 

Warren  Choate  &  Co ............ 

do..'- 

16  50 

Kennehec  Ice  Company  ....... ... 

Ice 

9  36 

J^(V.  Boteler  &  Bro 

Sundries. ...... ............ ...... 

1  00 

J.TT.  Mitchell 

Cotton 

1  54 

William  Ballantyne 

Stationery ....................... 

26  75 

Total   - 

369  13 

FROM  JULY  1,  1875,  TO  NOVEMBER  30, 1875,  INCLUSIVE. 


S.T.Dyre 

William  S.  Mitchell  <&  Co. 

G.N.  Rider 

Benjamin  Harris 

W.  W.  Farr 

Warren  Choate  &.  Co 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

J.  W.  Boteler  &  Bro 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

|H.  O.  Towles 

Kennebec  Ice  Company. .. 

Benjamin  Harris 

L.  R.  Jones 

Warren  Choate  &.  Co 

W.  W.Farr 


Total. 


Car-fare  for  official  purposes 

Sundries 

Appleton's  Cyclopiedia 

Washing  towels 

Winding  and  care  of  clocks* 

Stationery 

Statistical  Atlas  of  United  States. 

Sundries 

Stationery 

Chair 

Ice. 


Washing  towels 

Taking  down  awnings 

Stationery 

Repairing  clock 


$10  00 

4  15 

28  00 

5  00 
10  92 

29  27 
16  00 
20  25 

105  00 

8  50 

9  36 
5  00 

1  00 
62  79 

2  5a 


317  74 


No.  6. — Statement  of  contingent  office  expenses  under  Bureau  of  Steam- 
Engineering^  Navy  Department 

FROM  DECEMBER  1, 1874.  TO  JUNE  30, 1875. 


Date. 

Name. 

Article. 

Amount 

1875. 
Jan.    4 

R.  T.  Iverson 

Washing  towels  .... ....... 

16  00 

Jan.    5 

William  Ballantyne 

Stationery 

137  63 

Jan.    5 

Warren  Choate  &.  Co 

do 

3^  93 

Jan.    5 

Kennebec  Ice  Company  . 

Ice 

24  00 

Jan.    5 

do 

do 

24  00 

Jan.  14 

William  H.  Boyd 

William  B.  Moses 

City  Directory 

5  00 

Jan.  30 

Mats 

23  50 

Feh.   2 

Warren  Choate  &  Co -.-.. 

Stationery 

118  60 

Feb.    4 

Francis  Wilner 

Clean*^  and  relaying  carpets 
Repairing  clock 

21  42 

Feh.  12 

William  H.  Fan- 

8  00 

Feb.  14 

J.  K.  Vernon 

Repairing  office-furniture  .. 
Alcohol  and  soap ........... 

27  25 

Feb.  26 

E.  A.Butts 

21  40 

Total 

455  73 
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S'o.  5. — Statement  of  contingent  expenses  under  Bureau  of  SteamJBngineer- 

ing,  &c, — Gontiuaed. 

FBOM  JULY  1, 1875,  TO  NOYEMBEB  30, 187S. 


Date. 


1875. 
Jnly  2 
July   7 

July  7 
July  17 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  12 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  2 
Sept22 
Oct.  6 
Oct  8 
Oct.  9 
Oct.  14 
Nov.  9 
Nov.  30 


Name. 


J.H.Warrick 1 

£.  Q.  GuDflOD  &.  Co 


F.  Schneider 

FraDcis  Willner 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

William  H.  Dempeey 

do 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

Adams  Express  Company . 

R.  T.  Iverson 

Kennehec  Ice  Company . . . 

James  Kelly 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

do 

J.  W.  Boteler  &  Bro 


Total 


Article. 


1  Terrestrial  planesphere... 
1  year's  sabscription  Bureau 

Guide. 

Buckete,  brushes,  dusters,  &c 
Mattings,  fire-screens,  &c. 

Stationery 

do 

.....do 

do 

Freight 

Washing  towels 

Ice 


Reparing  stoves/&c. 

Stationery 

do 

Fire-screen 


Amount. 


$30  00 

5  00 

30  30 
114  08 
145  00 
113  15 
278  40 
4a  65 
2?  00 

6  00 

7  80 
14  50 
74  01 
17  20 

6  00 


913  09 


No.  6. — Contingent  office  expenses  of  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

FROM  DECEMBER  1,  1874,  TO  JUNE  30, 1875. 


Date. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amount. 


1874, 
Dec.  7 
1875. 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  2 
•  Jau.  2 
Jan.    4 

Jan.  5 
Jan.  14 
Feb.  2 
Feb.  3 
Feb.  4 
Feb.  6 
Feb.  16 
Feb.  20 
Feb.  24 
Mar.  1 
Mar.  3 
Mar.  5 
Mar.  11 
Mar.  22 
Mar.  30 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  2 
Apr.    3 

Apr.  29 
May  1 
June  1 
June  12 
June 30 


Warren  Choate  &.  Co 


Stationery. 


$84  43 


J.  W.Joyce 

William  Ballantyne 

John  Smith 

Kennebec  and  Potomac  Ice  Com- 
pany. 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

William  H.  Boyd 

Robert  Beall 

Warren  Choate  A,  Co 

James  Williams 

LoreusBo  Rice 

J.  B.  Dodson 

Rice  Brothers 

Julius  Viedt 

W.  W.Farr 

F.  Lemroer 

W.  H.Harrover 

J.  W.Joyce 

William  Honnschild 

B.  F.Schwartz.-.. 

John  A.  Smith 

Warren  Choate  &  Co , 

Kennebec  and  Potomac  Ice  Com- 
pany. 

F.  Schneider  &  Son 

J.  W.  Gainer 

H.Neubeck 

L.  Williams , 

John  Smith , 


Car-tickets  and  expreesage 

Stationery 

Washing  towels 

Ice 


Stationery 

City  Directory 

Almanac , 

Stationery 

Cleaning  matting , 

Clean  ing  and  dyeing  carpets 

Matting,  carpeting,  &c 

Photographs,  frame,  and  mat 

Repairing 

Clock 

Opening  locks 

Wire-fender 

Car-tickets,  &.c 

Hanging  pictures,  &c 

Matches 

Washing  towels 

Stationery 

Ice 


5  52 

11  02 

8  00 

12  64 

40  50 

10  00 

2  75 

10  70 

6  00 

16  60 

161  44 

25  00 

25  00 

2  00 

7  00 

800 

11  59 

8  03 

4  50 

8  00 

21  73 

13  86 

Hatchet,  chisel,  and  pick 

Rubber-stamp 

Keys,  tags 

Repairing  chair 

Hooks  and  screws 


1  75 
3  50 
3  50 
1  00 
19 


Total 


514  25 
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No.  6. — Contingent  expenses  of  Bureau  of  NavigeUionj  die. — ^Continaed* 

FROM  JULY  1, 1875,  TO  NOVEMBER  30, 1875. 


Bate. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amount. 


1875. 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July  17 
July  19 
July  24 
Aug.  24 
Aug;  25 
Sept.  2 
Oct.  5 
Oct  11 
•  Oct.  13 
Oct.  15 
Oct.  16 
Oct.  30 
Nov.  5 
Nov.  16 


William  Ballantyue 

F.  Lemmer 

John  A.  Smith 

Kennebec  Ice  Company  . 

E.  L.  €run8on  d^  Co 

W.W  Farr 

J.  W.Joyce 

Lorenzo  Rice 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

J.  W.  Joyce 

Warren  Choate  &  Co ... . 

Johti  A.  Smith 

LakeR.  Jones 

Kennebec  Ice  Company  . 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

M.C.Mitchell 

William  F.  Lutz 

Samuel  Wills , 

Julius  Yiedt 


Stationery 

Repairing 

Washing  towels .r.. 

Ice 

Business-Guide 

Care  three  clocks  one  year. 

Car-tickets,  See 

Cleaning  four  carpets 

Stationery 

Car-tickets,  &o 

Stationery 

Washing  towels 

Taking  down  awnings 

Ice 

Stationery 

Stoves 

Dating-stamp 

Laying  carpets 

Repairing 


$14  06 
250 
8  00 

7  02 
5  00 

16  38 
3  75 

11  60 
45  40 

5  77 

12  80 

8  00 
3  00 
7  02 

12  11 
28  00 
32  00 

10  00 

11  00 


Total 


243  41 


No.  7. — Contingent  office  expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing. 

FROM  DECEMBER  1, 1874,  TO  JUNE  30, 1875. 


Date. 


Name. 


Nature  of  service. 


Amount. 


1874. 
Dec.  2 
Dec.  10 
Deo.  15 

1875. 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  4 
Jan.  4 
Jan.  4 
Jan.  8 
Jan.  14 
Jan.  16 
Jan.  19 
Feb.  3 
Feb.  23 
Mar.  1 
Jan.  2 
Mar.  19 
Mar.  31 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  6 
Apr.  14 
Apr.  19 
June  5 
June  19 
June  30 
June 28 


F.  Lemmer 

W.R.Brown 

W.  Choate  &  Co. 


Fitting  keys  to  case 

Bucket,  matches,  candles,  &c. 
Stationery 


J.  H.Byram 

Kennebec  and  Potomac  Ice  Co . 

W.  Lucas 

J.  Pierre 

Dennis  Reily 

W.H.Boyd 

J.Kelly 

William  Lucas 

W.  Choate  &  Co 

J.  W.  McKnight 

W.  Cheated  Co 

William  Ballan tyne 

Captain  Tyson .-... 

William  Ballantyne 

W.  Choate  &  Co 

Kennebec  and  Potomac  Ice  Co  . 

J.  Gawler 

Samuel  West 

William  Lucas 

F.  Lemmer 

John  Lockie 

W.  Choate  &  Co 

William  Ballantyne 


1  case  and  1  sash 

Ice,  4th  quarter,  1874. .... 

Car-tickets 

Washing  towels 

Kindling,  Ist  quarter 

2  copies  Boyd's  Directory 

1  bucket,  japanned 

Material  and  making  towels. 

Stationery 

Carpets 

Stationery 

do 

1  copy  Arctic  Experiences 

Stationery 

do .-.. 

Ice 


Repairs  on  furniture  ..... 

Washing  towels 

Soap,  cartage,  and  car-  tickets 

Repairs  on  furniture 

Office  Directory 

Stationery 

do 


$5  20 
9  46, 
52  60 

59  00 

12  00 
10  00 

600 
10  00 

10  00 
2^ 

13  50 
16  58 

165  50 
13  00 
12  80 

4  00 
9  19 

12  15 

11  55 
15  25 

600 

13  50 
2  00 

5  00 
10  09 
10  06 


Total 


496  93 
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No.  7. — Contingent  offiee  ea^ensea  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing 

— Gontinned. 

FROM  JULY  1,  1875,  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1875. 


Date. 


1875. 
Jnly  1 
Jaly    1 

July  2 
July  1 
Jnly  31 

Jnly   7 

July  7 
Jnly  10 

July  15 

Jnly  15 
July  17 
July  20 

Aug.  17 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  16 
Sept.  23 
Oct.  2 
Oct.     2 

Oct     5 

Oct.  5 
Oct.  14 
Nov.  6 
Jnly  2 
Nov.  27 
Nov.  29 


Name. 


E.  Q.  Gnnson  . 
W.M.  Minor.. 


J.L. 
G.N.  Rider. 
Samnel  West . 
L.  R.  Jones. .. 


F.  Lemmer  . . . 
W.  R,  Brown  . 


A.  Bnrgdorff . 


W.  S.  Thompson. 

William  Farr 

G.N.  Rider 


W.Cboate&  Co 

W.  Choate  &  Co 

J.  W.  Boteler  &  Bro 

H.  O.Towles 

William  Lucas 

William  H.  Dempsey 

Kennebec  and  Potomac  Ice  Com- 
pany. 
W.  M.  Williams 


Samuel  West 

W.B.  Moses 

W.  Choate  &  Co.... 

J.  H.  Byram 

L.  R.  Joues 

J.  W.  Boteler  &  Bro 


Total, 


Nature  of  service. 


Business  Guide . 

Taking  up  and  shaking  car- 
pets. 
Water-cooler  and  stand 

1  copy  Sherman^s  Memoirs.. 
Washing  towels 

*9  new  awnings  and  hanging 

same. 
Repairs  on  chairs  and  locks. 
Hatchet,  goblets,  brushes, 

&c. 

2  oak  chairs  and  repairs  on 
furniture. 

Soap  and  camphor 

Care  of  clock 

4  volumes  American  Cydo- 
psedia. 

Stationery 

Stationery  and  atlas 

1  pitcher  for  bureau 

1  chair 

Car-tickets 

Stationery 

Ice 


Putting^  down  carpets  and 
cleaning. 

Washiugtowels 

Office  chair  and  cushion.... 

Stationery 

1  sash  and  glazing  same  — 

Takiug  down  awnings 

Dusters,  matches,  &^c 


Amount. 


$5  00 

20  00 

15  00 
8  50 
6  00 

72  75 

4  00 
12  50 

35  50. 

12  50 

5  46 

28  00 


18  80 
14  00 

8  50 
10  00 
52  25 

7  80 

20  00 

6  00 

21  00 

7  57 
17  00 

5  00 
14  62 


452  67 


No.  8. — Contingent  office  expenses  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance^  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

FROM  DECEMBER  1, 1874,  TO  JUNE  30,  1875. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amount. 


Warren  Choate  &  Co  . 

G.  E.  Jordan 

8.  Auguste 

W.BaUantyne 

W.  H.  Boyd 

G.  E.  Jordan 

Warren  Choate  &.  Co  . 

C.H.  Middleton 

James  Brown 

Warren  Choate  &  Co  . 

G.E.  Tyson 

James  Kelly .*.... 

Joseph  L.  Savage  — 

W.  Ballantyne 

Warren  Choate  &.  Co . 


Stationery 

Hanling 

Washing  towels . . . 

Stationery 

Directory , 

Hauling 

Stationery 

Car-tickets 

Cleaning  carpets. 

Stationery 

Arctic  expedition 
Repairing  stoves. 

Buckets,  &c 

Stationery 

do 


•Ditini^^dtDP 


Qoo^ 


|31  40 

1  48 

6  00 

12  65 

5  00 

1  00 

19  68 

10  00 

14  00 

75  10 

4  00 

8  50 

8  50 

14  25 
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No.  8. — Contingent  office  expenses  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance^  dec. — ^Continued. 


Name. 

Article. 

Amount. 

S.  Aniniste ........................... 

WashinfiT  towels  ................. 

16  00 

C.  H.  Middleton 

Car-tickets 

10  00 

George  A,  Sullivan ... 

Haaling  .............. 

8  50 

Xi.  R.  Jones. ...... .... ............. 

Awnings - 

4  50 

John  Lockie 

Office  Directory 

5  00 

J.  L.  Savage 

Hardware 

1  85 

S.  Aaguste  ........................... 

Washing  towels  ................. 

6  00 

Warren  Cho:ite  &-  Co 

Stationery ....................... 

52  82 

Ice  Company. 

Ice 

9  75 

W.  Ballantyne 

Stationery. 

24  10 

C.  H.  Middleton 

Car-tickets 

5  00 

W.  W.Farr 

Attending  to  clock. 

10  92 

W.  H.  Dempeey 

Stationery ............. 

162  00 

C.  H.  Middleton 

Car-tickets 

93 

E.  Q.  Ganson 

Office  Directory 

5  00 

Total 

578  83 

FBOM  JULY  1, 1875,  TO  NOVEMBEB  30. 1875.  . 


L,  Rice 

Warren  Cboate  &  Co  . 

James  Kelley 

William  Hoanschild  .. 

S.  Auguste 

Ice  Company 

L.  R.  Jones 

Warren  Choate  &,  Co  . 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

£.  F.  Simpson 

Levi  Curry 

L.  Williams 

Joseph  L.  Savage 


Total . 


Cleaning  carpets 

Stationery 

Cleaning  stoves 

Putting  down  carpets .. 

Washing  towels 

Ice 

Putting  up  awnings  — 

Stationery.. 

, do 

Hauling 

Repairing  fnmiture 

Making  packing-boxes  . 
Buckets  and  sponge.... 


$12  85 

17  30 

5  10 

11  92 

6  00 

11  70 

3  00 

23  07 

48  30 

1  75 

12  00 

7  65 

5  50 

166  14 


Ko.  9. — Statement  of  contingent  office  expenses  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 

ISurgei^y. 


FBOM  DECEMBER  1, 1874,  TO  JUNE  30, 1875. 


Name. 

Article. 

Amount. 

W.  Choate  &,  Co 

Office  stationery ................1 

$5  18 

W.R.  Brown 

Brooms,  brushes,  dto ............. 

18  25 

M.B.Clark 

Cartage  and  washing  towels 

Ice 

19  65 

Ice  Company ..... ...... 

25  60 

W.Ballantyne 

Office  stationery 

30  97 

M.B.Clark 

Cartage  and  washing  towels 

Kindling-blocks  ................. 

3  20 

Dennis  Riley 

10  00 

Z.  D.  Gilman 

Soap 

4  50 

W.  H.  Boyd 

City  Directory 

10  00 

W.  W.Farr 

Repairing  clock 1 

3  50 
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No.  9. — Statement  of  contingent  office  expenses  Bureau  of  Medicine  and 

Surgery — Continued. 


Name. 

Article. 

Amount. 

William  Hoanschild 

Repairing  window-shades 

Office  stationery - 

$6  65 
31  60 

W.  Choate&  Co 

G.Rice 

Cleaning  carpets ...-. - 

4  65 

L. R.  Jones  ................. 

Laying  carpets 

4  65 

M.B.Clark 

Cartage  and  washing  towels 

Soap,  &o 

7  85 

Charles  Flint 

.3  00 

W.  Choate&Co  -^ 

Stationery . . ...--- .-.. . .... 

8  75 

Total 

198  00 

FROM  JULY  1.  1875,  TO  NOYEMBEK  30.  1879. 


Gnnson&Co 

W.  Choate  d^c  Co 

M.B.Clark 

William  Honnschild. 

W.  Cheated.  Co 

W.H.Derapsey 

Charles  Flint 

W.  Choate&Co 

M.B.  Clark 

Ice  Company 

W.H.  Dempsey 

M.B.  Clark 

W.  Choate&Co 


Total 


Bnsiness-Gaide 

Paper  

Tele^ums 

Repairs  window-shades 

Office  stationery 

....do 

Sandries 

Office  stationery 

Cartage  and  washing  towels. 

Ice 

Office  stationery 

Laying  carpets,  &c 

Stationery 


$5  00 

2  87 

4  12 

5  25 
63  65 
70  10 

3  00 
28  20 

13  89 
12  48 

14  63 
10  00 
10  40 


243  59 


No.  10. — Report  of  expenditures  of  contingent^  Ifavy  Department  building. 

FROM  DECEMBER  1,  1674.  TO  NOTSMBER  30,  1375. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amount. 


Washington  Gas-Light  Company . 

James  Kelly 

A.  R.  Shepherd  &  Co 

James  Kelly 

Charles  Sioassa 

Henry  Newheck 

John  Alexander 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company . 

•  W.Herhert 

Dennis  Reiley 

J.F.  Sanner 


W.H.  Thompson. 

J.  Lenmao 

Cssat  Atkinson.. 
William  Dancon. 

J.  H.  TollYer 

L.Yatee 


Gas 

Repairing  stores,  &o 

Plumhing 

Plates  for  steps 

Plastering 

Repairing  locks 

Papering  rooms  damaged  by  fire  . . 

Gas 

Care  of  water-closets 

Kindling 

Repairs  to  building  on  account  of 
fire. 

Mason's  work 

Labor  on  account  of  fire 

.-..do 

...do 

...do 

....do 


126  25 

33  50 

59  62 

125  50 

43  00 

6  75 
97  30 
29  25 
25  00 
10  00 

159  92 

4  00 

4  00 

19  00 

7  50 
24  00 

4  00 
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So.  10. — Report  of  expenditures  of  oontingentj  Navy  Department  btiHd- 

inff — Continued. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amount. 


Isaac  Webster 

James  Kelly 

J.  M.  Mitten 

H.  Newbeok 

Washington  Oaa-Light  Company.. 

S.  Gray 

Lieut.  D.  G.  McRitchie , 

W.H.Thompson 

Marion  Safe  Company 

J.  R.  P.  Carpenter 

£.Magruder 

J.  W.  McKniffht  «&  Co 

L.  H.  Schneider 

Robert  Ware 

Samuel  Barnes 

William  Honnschild 

William  Thompson,  jr 

L.  J.  Denbani 

James  Kelly 

A.  R.  Shepherd  &  Co 

Charles  Monlton 

Fred.Dreker 

E.  Monlton 

R,  A.  Whitehand 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company. 

James  Kelly 

J.W.Sands&Co 

J.F.  Sanner 

R.  Green 

Adams  &Stickney 

R.  Johnson 

C.H.Lake 

Walton  Bros 

R.  M.  Miller  &  Son 

James  Ball 

Charles  Monlton 

R.  Green 

James  Kelly 

Charles  Monlton 

Jos.  Gawler 

H.  Newbeck 

Ken  nebec  Ice  Company 

8.  Emery 

L.  Muse 

William  Honnschild 

W.  F.  Gardner 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company. 
H.  Newbeck 

F.  C.  Brown 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Godey 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company . 

C.  T.  Bowen 

James  Kelly 

E.  Monlton 

William  Honnschild 

J.L.  Savage 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company. 

F.  Schneider  &  Son 

C.C.  Bryan 

William  Herbert 

Chronicle  Publishing  Company... 
Ringwalt,  Hack  &  Miller 

Do 


Labor  on  account  of  fire ..... 

Repairing  hot-air  pipe 

Labor  on  account  of  fire 

Making  keys  for  locks 

Gas 

Labor  on  account  of  fire 

Transportation , 

Repairs  to  chimneys , 

Repairs  to  safe 

Plastering 

Labor  on  account  of  fire .... 

Repairing  furniture 

Nails 

Labor 

...do 

Putting  down  carpets...... 

Walling  up  fire-places 

Sperm  oil 

Riegister  and  fitting  same. . . 

Plnmbing 

Hauling  ashes 

Labor  on  account  of  fire 

...do 

Badges  for  watch 

Gas. , 

Tinners*  work 

Hard  wood 

Carpenters'  work 

Sawing  wood 

Gas-regulator 

Labor  on  account  of  fire.... 

Manure  for  grounds 

Fire-extinguisher ^ 

Wood 

Repairing  chairs 

Removing  ashes 

Sawing  and  stowing  wood . . 

Tinner's  work 

Sawing  wood 

Repairmg  furniture 

Repairing  locks 

Ice 

Pine  wood 

Washing  towels 

Putting  down  mattings  .... 

Repainng  clock 

Gas 

Taking  down  bell,  &c 

Hammer 

Lime,  dco 

Gas 

Painting  roof 

Covering  sky-lights 

Hauling  ashes 

Taking  down  curtains,  &c.. 

Baskets,  brushes,  &c 

Gas 

Hardware 

Soap,  brush,  &o 

Care  of  water-closets 

Advertising 

do 

do B-rgifeefi-by-kx^l 


OQJgl 


$4  50 

4  00 

11  25 

14  25 

53  50 
60  00 

2  80 

15  00 
124  75 
710  00 

8  00 
110  00 

7  50 
6  00 

9  25 
118  40 

15  00 

2  40 

600 

121  85 

20  75 

12  00 
4  50 

34  00 
76  75 

14  75 
38  60 
86  54 

6  32 
100  00 

26  00 

10  00 
60  00 
60  85 

8  50 

11  75 

12  10 

11  00 
1  00 

15  59 

9  50 

19  25 

12  00 

12  00 

7  00 

16  00 
150  00 

8  75 
1  00 
4  40 

•44  75 
26  00. 

20  50 
900 
800 

16  25 

55  00 

425 

232 

13  99 

54  00 
18  48 

lel3  80 
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No.  10. — Bq^art  of  expenditures  of  contifigenty  Navy  Department  buUd- 

ing — ^Continued. 


Name. 


Article. 


Amoaut. 


Georgetown  Conrier 

William  Herbert 

Evening  Star 

J.F.  Sanner 

Kennebec  Ice  Company 

A.  R.  Sbepberd  &  Bro 

Do 

P.Adams 

James  Kelly 

'Washington  Gas-Light  Company . 

J.  R.  P.  Carpenter 

L.R.  Jones 1 

B.  W.  Cockrill 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company. 

William  Hounschild 

A.  Monlton 

F.A.  Conrad 

Stephenson  Bros 

James  Kelly 

Alex.  Monlton 

George  W.  Downey 

James  Kelly 

Paddon  &  Sibley 

E.  H.Cole 

B.F.Barker 

H.Newbeck 

William  Thompson 

J.  B.  Christoflfel 

L.R.  Jones 

James  Kelly 

Alex.  Monlton 

Stephenson  Bros 

James  Kelly 

Lake  Jones 

G.  W.  Chamberlen 

E,  H.Cole 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company. 

Do 

A.  Banks 

James  Kelly 

McLain  &  Ostrander 

J.  W.  Boteler  &  Bro 


Advertising 

Care  of  water-closets. 

Advertising 

Carpenter-work 

Ice. 


Plnmbing 

Leather  hose 

Charcoal 

Laying  zinc 

Gas 

Plastering 

Awning  work 

Charcoal 

Gas 

Cambric,  &c 

Reraovine  ashes 

Door  work. 

Coal  and  wood 

Work  on  sky-lights 

Removing  ashes 

Repairin j;  lightning-rod 

Laying  zinc 

Plastering 

Brackets,  gate,  &c 

Repairing  sidewalk 

Repairing  bell 

Repairing  fire-places 

Scrapers,  &c 

Awning  work 

Stove-pive,  &c 

Removing  ashes 

Fuel 

Work  on  chimneys 

Work  on  sky-lights 

Painting 

Making  book-case 

Gas  from  September  1  to  October  1. 
Gas  from  October  1  to  November  1 . 

Sweeping  chimneys 

Repairs  to  fnrnace 

Repairing  chairs 

Brush,  fire-sets,  &.o 


$9  00 

11  01 
38  00 
49  00 

12  01 
176  97 
172  65 

10  00 
9  00 
27  25 
10  00 
24  00 
19  50 

7  80 
52  00 

1  25 

1  50 

919  03 

55  50 

75 

15  00 
37  90 
55  CO 
45  50 
80  25 

5  50 

154  00 

18  40 

8  50 
5  50 
3  50 

1,359  19 
12  00 

16  50 
57  00 

14  00 
54  25 
68  25 
36  00 

15  00 
3  50 

35  50 


Total, 


6,926  64 
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16      CONTINaENT  FUND  OF  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

No.  1. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent  Navy,  incurred  and  paid  a 
the  various  Navy-pay  offices  of  the  United  States,  from  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875, 
and  from  July  1,  1875,  to  December  1, 1875. 

NAVY-PAY  OFFICE,  PORTSMOX7TH,   N.  H. 

From  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875.    Pay-Inspector  C.  H,  Eldredge. 

Salaries  of  olerk,  messenger,  fnel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses |3, 199  97 

Transportation 323  20 

From  July  1, 1875,  to  December  1, 1875.    Paymaster  A.  J,  Clark. 

Salaries  of  clerk,  messenger,  fnel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 1,834  12 

NAVY-PAY  OFFICE,  BOSTON. 

From  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875.    Pay-Director  C,  W,  Aobot. 

Salaries  of  clerk,  messenger,  fnel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 5,303  76 

Transportation 632  50 

From  July  1, 1875,  to  December  1, 1875.    Pay-Director  C.  fT.  Abbot. 
Salaries  of  olerk,  messenger,  fnel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 3,378  31 

NAVY-PAY  OFFICE,  NEW  YORK. 

From  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30,  1875.    Pay-Director  George  F.  Cutter. 

Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fnel,  stationery,  and  Incidental  expenses 7, 164  34 

Expenses  of  coarts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  examining-boards,  witnesses' 

fees,  and  traveling  expenses 237  14 

Transportation 470  00 

From  July  1, 1875,  to  December  1, 1875.    Pay-Director  George  F.  Cutter. 

Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 4, 567  92 

Expenses  of  coarts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  examining-boards,  witnesses' 

fees,  and  traveling  expenses 145  40 

Transportation. 225  00 

NAVY-PAY  OFFICE,  PHILADELPHIA. 

From  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875.    Pay-Inspector  A.  W.  Russell 

Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 7, 262  86 

Newspapers  and  advertistng 1,430  82 

Telegraphing,  foreign  and  domestic 250  00 

From  July  1,  1875,  to  December  1, 1875.    Pay-Inspector  A.  W.  Russell. 

Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 4, 084  56 

Advertising 1 553  93 

Telegraphing,  foreign  and  domestic 397  00 

Expenses  of  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  examining-boards,  witnesses' 

fees,  and  traveling  expenses 6  00 

NAVY-PAY  OFFICE,  WASHINGTON. 

From  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30,  1875.    Pay^Inspector  G.  E.  Thornton. 

Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fnel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 5, 353  22 

Expenses  incident  on  the  fire  in  Navy  Department,  viz : 

J.  Alexander,  papering,  &,c (999  85 

A.  Burgdorf,  repairing  furniture 430  00 

G.  W.  Chamberlin,  painting  and  glazing 503  40 

L.  R.  Jones,  repairing  awnings 218  50 

C.  Klotz,  subsistence  of  firemen,  workmen,  and  watchmen 151  75 

W.  B.  Moses,  carpets 155  23 

A.  R.  Shepherd  &  Co.,  repairing  furnace,  grate,  &q 131  29 

M.  West,  plastering 40  00 

2,630  02 

Services  of  special  watch,  including  captain,  lientenant,  watchmen, 
and  laborers,  viz : 

George  £.  Tyson,  captain,  147  days 441  00 

A.  P.  Cunningham,  lieutenant,  30  days 75  00 

J.  P.  Lucas,  152  days 304  00 

N.Lowe,  152day8 304  00 
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Senriees  of  special  watcb,  d&o. — Continaed. 

D.  McDevitt,  59  days $118  00 

E.  D.  McCormiok,  147  days 294  00 

A.  O.  Neal,8l  days 162  00 

A.  Skinner,  152  days 304  00 

N.  Shirley,  152  days 304  00 

George  Actou,  152  days 304  00 

Lnke  Jones,  61  days 122  00 

William  M.  Elfis,  240  days 360  00 

E.  Johnson,  24  days 48  00 

$3, 140  00 

Expenses  of  conrts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  ezamining-boards,  witnesses' 

fees,  and  traveling  expenses '. 3,372  21 

Stationery  and  recording 2,397  73 

Newspapers  and  advertising 1,676  71 

Repain*  to  mail-wagon,  livery,  &o 304  00 

Bookjt,  laws,  circulars,  and  general  orders  for  use  of  the  Navy 706  87 

Tele^aphing,  foreign  and  m^mestio 2,102  60 

Services  in  compiling  record  of  Arctic  expedition 875  95 

Wood  and  sawing 259  09 

Emergencies,  damage  to  schooner  Harvester,  as  awarded  by  board 150  00 

From  July  1, 1875,  to  December  1,  1875.    Pay  Inepecior  G.  E.  Thornton  and  Pay-Inepector 

W.  W,  Waiiams. 

Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses $4,500  34 

Services  of  special  watch,  including  captain,  lieutenant,  watchmen, 
and  laborers,  viz : 

George  E.  Tyson,  captain,  153  days $459  00 

A.  P.  Canningbam,  lieutenant,  150  days 375  00 

George  Acton,  31  days 62  00 

William  M.  Ellis,  120  days ..: 180  00 

Luke  Jones,  153  days 306  00 

N.  Lowe,  153  days 306  00 

J.  P.  Lncas,  153  days 306  00 

S.  D.  McCormick,  153  days 306  00 

A.  O.  Neal,  153  days 306  00 

A.  Skinner,  153  days 306  00 

A.B.  Sbirley,31  da>s 62  00 

P.Qoirck,  118  days 236  00 

3,210  00 

Expenses  of  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  examining-boards,  witnesses' 

fees,  and  traveling  expenses 3,547  34 

Stationery  and  recording 340  60 

Newspapers  and  advertising 12,281  27 

Repairs  to  mail-wagon,  livery,  Ac 264  55 

Telegraphing,  foreign  and  domestic 2,122  72 

Books,  laws,  circnlars,  and  general  orders  for  use  of  the  Navy 984  88 

Services  in  compiling  record  of  Arctic  expedition 925  00 

NAVY-PAY  OFFICE,  BALTIMORE. 

JVom  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875.    Pay-Director  T.  H,  Looker, 
Salaries  of  clerk,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 186  60 

From  July  1, 1875,  to  December  1, 1875.    Pay-Director  T.  JET.  Looker. 
Salaries  of  clerk,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 211  00 

NAVY-PAY  OFFICE,  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

From  December  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875.    Pay-Inspector  B,  C.  Spalding, 
Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 7, 067  65 

From  July  1, 1875,  to  December  1, 1875.    Pay-Inepector  B,  C.  Spalding  and  Pay^Director 

John  S,  Cunningham, 

Salaries  of  clerks,  messenger,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 2, 402  22 

H.  Ex.  61 2  Dgi^,^^^ ^y l^OOgle 
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CONTINOENT  FUND  OF  THE  NAVr  DEPARTICENT. 


No.  2. — List  of  payments  nnHer  appropriation  contingent^  Equipment  and 

Recruiting^ 

FROM  BECXHBBR  1.  1874.  TO  JUNE  30.  187S. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  parpoee. 


L. Kennocke  ...^. 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company  .. 

The  Eveniofi:  Mail 

The  Metal  World 

Boston  AdTertiser 

W.  J.  Thompson 

T.^fl.  Looker 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

F.Baker 

C.P.Wallach 

C.  Schenok 

D.C.Forney 

National  Republican • 

L.  A.  Beardslee 

Steamer  John  Gibson 

George  W.  Kuoz 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. .. 

Do 

J.  8.  Gray 

L.  Kennecke ^ 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co : 

R.  R.  Honse : 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company  .. 

C.  H.  Mallory  6c  Co 

United  States  Shipping  Commission. .. 

Saint  Louis  Globe 

Army  and  Navy  Joamal 

James  Hanlon 

Fabin  Chauncey 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company.... 

Steamer  William  Cram 

Anna  Zetgler 

W.  Lockett 

C.  P.  Wallach 

H.  J.Bullay 

F.C.Cosby 

C.  Schenck 

James  Hand 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company 

Do 

Do 

C.  H.  Mallory  &  Co 

Do 

W.R.  Garrison 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

Do 

Do.... 

Adams  Express  Company 

F.V.Walker 

Steamer  Lady  of  the  Lake 

G.W.Knox 

Do 

Chronicle  Publishing  Company 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company... 

Do 

Franklin  Telegraph  Company 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

Do 

Do 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company  .. 

L.  Kennecke 

George  Knowlton 

P.McMahon 


Rent  of  rendezvous  . . . . 
Transportation  of  men . 

Advertising 

....do 

...do 

Recruiting  expenses  p; 

do  ...V 

Transportation  of  men  . 

Freight 

Recruiting  expenses . .. 

do 

Advertising 

Freight"".'.  "i.rr.JI! 

....do 

Hauling 

Telegrams 

do 

Transportation  of  men . 
Rent  of  rendezvous  .... 

Expressage 

Subsistence  of  men  . . . . 
Transportation  of  men . 

do 

Enlistment  fees 

Advertising 

Transportation  of  men . 

Freight 

....do 

..-.do 

Washing 

Rent 

Recruiting  expenses  ... 

Freight 

Recruiting  expenses  ... 

....do 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men. 

do 

Freight 

....do 

Transportation  of  men. 

....do 

.-..do 

....do 

Freight 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Hauling 

....do 

Subscription 

Telegrams 

do 

...do 

Transportation  of  men. 

.-..do 

....do 

...do 

Rent  of  rendezvous  .... 

Repairing  flaff-4ta£f 

Subsistence  of  men^^aipy 
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Xo.  2. — List  of  payments  under  appropriation  contingentj  Ejuipment  and 
Beeruiting^  ife?.— Goutinued. 


To  whom  ]^d. 


For  what  purpose. 


Amonnt. 


Old  Dominioo  Steamsbi p  Company . . . . 

Old  Colony  Steamship  Company 

New  York  Daily  Times 

H.J.  Bullaj; 

Benner  d&  Pinkney 

G.D.  Rode ^ 

Nsatioal  Oazette 

Portsmooth  Bridge  Company 

D.  8.  Stetson  &Co 

Baltimore  Steam  Packet  Company  .... 

Steamsbi  p  Norman 

Steamship  Saxon 

Boston  Traveller 

Boston  Jonmal. 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

F.C.  Cosby 

The  Eveoins  Mail 

C.P.Wallttch 

Peosaoola  &.  Lonisville  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

Do 

F.Baker 

Do 

C.Scbenck 

O.H.Cooper 

J.  C.  Kenyon 

H.J.Bnll»y 

Atlantic  Coast  Line 

Boston  Traveller 

W.P.Eddy 

Paciiio  Mail  Steamship  Company 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company  .. 

PeiiDsylvania  Railroad  Company 

H.J.Bnllay 

C.  H.  Mallory  &  Co 

United  States  Shipping  Commission . . . . 

C.P.Wallach 

F.C.  Cosby 

H.M.HieskeU 

C.Scbenck 

C.  C.  Carpenter 

Jackson  ^Co 

James  Haulon 

H.M.Hie8kell 

8.  C.  Cook 

L.  Kennecke 

P.McMahon 

G.W.Knox 

Do 

Steamer  E.  C.  Knight 

Steamer  Lady  of  the  Lake 

National  Republican 

F.V.Walker 

W^estern  Union  Telegraph  Company... 
Boston,  Hartford  &.  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Daily  News 

F.W.  Ormoud 

W.P.Eddy 

P.  C.  Cosby 

Sioionaon  Sl  C heesebrough. 


Freight 

Transportation  of  men . 

Advertising 

Freight 

....do 

Transportation  of  men . 

Advertising 

Tickets 

Freight i... 

Transportation  of  men. 

Freight 

—  do 

Advertising 

....do 

Express  charges 

Transportation  of  men. 
Recmiting  expenses  ... 

Advertising 

Recruiting  expenses  ... 
Freight 


.do. 


Transport-ation  of  men... 

....do 

Freight 

Recruiting  expenses 

Transportation  of  men.. . 
lYeight 

Transportation  of  men.. . 

Advertising 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men.. . 

...do 

...do.... 

Freight 

do 

Enlistment  fees 

Recruiting  expenses 

....do 

...do 

...do 

Freight , 

....do 

Transportation  of  men.. .. 

Recmiting  expenses 

Auctioneer's  commissions 

Rent  of  rendezvous 

Subsistence  of  men 

Freight 

,...do 

...do 

...do 

Advertising 

Transportation  of  men... 

Telegrams 

Freight 


Advertising 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men . 
Recmiting  expenses  ... 
Freight 


$126  44 

18  40 

20  00 

13  35 

44  37 

57  00 

28  00 

2  65 

58  75 

7  00 

10  72 

63  55 

11  25 

11  25 

2  00 

80 

72  00 

21  60 

125  00 

469  92 

5  52 

450  70 

25  00 

5  26 

145  00 

50  00 

13  67 

,636  20 

453  93 

6  13 

1  00 

514  28 

63  10 

33  00 

21  64 

16  35 

152  00 

140  00 

66  00 

81  00 

155  00 

68  60 

4  00 

97  50 

40  00 

84  19 

91  95 

31  00 

2  30 

3  19 

22  27 

5  06 

30  00 

7  50 

21  03 

100  83 

12  50 

2  60 

92  00 

15  00 

72  59 

tfX   0}t     T 
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CONTINGENT  FUND   OF  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 


No.  2. — List  of  payments  under  appropriation  contingentj  Equipment  and 
Recruiting^  dc— Contioued. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  pnrpo«o. 


Erie  Railway  CompaDv 

W.  W.  Woodhnll 

H.  M.  Hieskell 

F.  C.  Cosby 

Amiy  and  Navy  Jotirnal 

C.  P.  Wallach 

C.  Schenck 

G.W.  Beaman 

L.  Kennecke 

Pennsjlvania  Railroad  Company 

Paoilio  Mail  Steamship  Company 

Do 

L.  Kennecke 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company  .. 

Do 

H.  J.  BuUay 

Do 

James  Patterson 

Adams  Express  Company 

F.  V.Walker 

Franklin  Telegraph  Company 

We8t«m  Union  Telegraph  Company... 
Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company.... 

A.  H.Ward 

W.P.  Clyde  &Co 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

P.McMabon 

H-M.  Hieskell 

W.W.  Woodhnll 

United  States  Shipping  Commission  ... 
C.H.  Mallory  &  Co 

Do 

W.  R.  Garrison 

C.  P.  Wallach 

C.  Schenck 

Benoerdr  Pinkney 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company 

Charles  Fraser 

All  Day  City  Item 

William  Calhonn 

William  L.  James 

J.  N.  Carpenter 

Steamer  Roman 

P.  O.  Riorden 

W.  P.  Clyde  &  Co 

Metropolitan  Steamship  Company 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

W.W.  Woodhnll 

H.M.  Hieskell 

C.  P.  Wallach 

I.  T.  Choate 

H.J.Biillay 

Charles  Fraser 

James  Haulon 

Do 

C.  Schenck 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company 

Do 

J.  A.  Stevenson 

George  W.Knox 

Do!I""!!!!I"!lj;i"l,JI!I!!-!! 


Transportation  of  men 

Recmi ting  expenses 

do 

....do 

Advertising 

Recrniting  expenses 

—  do 

Transportation  of  men 

Rent  of  rendezvous 

Transportation  of  men 

do 

....do 

Rent  of  rendezvous 

Transportation  of  men 

.-..do 

....do 

....do 

Traveling  expenses 

Freight 

—  do 

Telegrams 

...dS 

Freight 

....do 

...do 

Transportation  of  men 

Subsistence  of  men 

Recruiting  expenses 

do 

Enlistment  fees 

Freight 

...do 

Transportation  of  men 

Recruiting  expenses 

do 

Freight 

...do 

...do 

Advertising 

Adjusting  scales 

Freiisht 

Transportation  of  men 

Freight 

...do 

...do 

Transportation  of  men 

do 

...do 

Recruiting  expenses 

do 

....do 

Freight 

do 

....do 

Transportation  of  men 

do 

Recruiting  expenses 

Transportation  of  men 

do 

Freight 

do 

...do 

....do Digitized  b-yV3oagre 


CONTINGENT  FUND   OP   THE   NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 


21 


'So.  2. — List  of  payments  under  appropriation  contingentj  Equipment  and 
Beeruitingj  &e. — GoDtioaed. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  purpose. 


Amonnt. 


George  W.  Knox 

National  Repablican -   

Atlantic  aadPacitic Telegraph  Company 

Do 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.. . 

Do 

F.  v..  Walker 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Simonson  6l  Howes 

Benner  dt;  Pinlcney 

James  Hanlon 

W.R.  Garrison 

F.  H.  Hinman 

Steamer  Bomao 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

F.  W.  Ormond 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

H.J.  Bollay 

John  Caesiday 

Annie  Ziegler 

G.D.Bode 

A.  L.  Webber 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company 

Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Cincinnati  Gazette 

Army  and  Navy  Journal 

Inter-Ocean 

The  Graphic 

The  Nantical  Gazette 

A.  H.  Ward 

Evening  Bulletin 

Jaoob  Button 

G.  E.  Dow 

Washington  City  Post-Olfice 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company . . . 

Do 

G.  DeMavil 

Sunday  Chronicle 

Adams  Express  Company 

Do 

F.V.Walker 

Do 

Do 

Do 

North  American  and  United  States  Ga- 
zette. 

William  Eisenbrower 

J.  H.  Horner 

John  Hickey 

A.  Crockett 

Pail/  Critic I 


Freight - 

SubscriiUion 

Telegrams •» 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Transportation  of  men. 

do 

....do  

..-.do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

.-..do 

Freight 

do 

Transportation  of  men . 

Frei,*ht 

Rent 

Transportation  of  men. 
....do 


....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Auditor's  certificate  ...1 

Washing 

Transportation  of  men . 
Audittir's  certlftcate . . .. 
Transportation  of  men . 
....do  ................. 


Advertising 

— do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

Freight 

Advertising 

Auditor's  certificate.... 

...do 

Foreign  postage 

Telegrams 

— do 

Advertising 

do 

Freight 

....du 

Transportation  of  men . 

—  do 

....do 

...do 

Advertising 


Auditor's  certificate. 

....do 

...do 


...do 

Advertising 


$1  10 
800 

3  87 
80 

10  14 

4  75 
7  50 

26  25 
7  50 
7  50 

96  00 
22  50 

7  50 

4  50 
309  56 
155  26 

620 

131  90 

25  00 

42  70 

11  61 

5  10 

3  40 
1  70 

8  50 
18  00 
16  90 

361  56 

150  75 

350 

44  50 

12  75 
187  00 

13  00 

18  00 

19  80 

21  12 

22  40 
33  00 

6  47 
28  00 

567 

13  95 
40  25 

45  71 
69  17 
50  00 
25  60 

4  70 

9  25 

7  50 

14  25 
9  00 
7  50 

25  20 

11  45 
6  87 

27  03 

687 
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1^0.  2, --List  of  payments  under  appropriation  contingent^  Equipment  and 
Becruiting^  dec. — Gontinued. 


To  whom  paid. 

For  what  purpose. 

Amoant. 

Thfi  Gazette - -- i. ....... 

Adyertising  ...... ...... ...... .. . 

$10  50 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company . . ^ . . 
Do    

Freight 

1,407  94 

Transoortatiou  of  men ........... 

149  00 

Do. 

do 

2,2M  95 

Do 

....do .......A......... 

74  49 

L.  K^nDGcke  ...... ...... .... ........ . 

Rent  of  rendezvous  .............. 

91  69 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company  .. 
Pacific  Mail  Steamahin  ComiiaDv  ...... 

Transportation  of  men .......... . 

89  40 

....do  ...... .......... ...... .... . 

74  71 

Do 

....do 

4,781  03 

Li.  Kennecke  ........... ..--.-  - 

Rent  of  rendezvous.. ............ 

84  49 

P.McMahon 

Subsii^tence  of  men  .............. 

600 

Pacific  Mail  Steamahip  Company 

Do 

Transportation  of  men ........... 

456  14 

....do 

149  85 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company  .. 
Bamnel  Fisher 

....do 

45  98 

Removing  ashes  from  ship 

do 

235 

W.T.Rice 

579 

E.  J.  Smithers 

Dredging  for  anchor  ............. 

16  53 

W.T.Rice 

Removing  ashes  from  ship 

....  do 

17  37 

Do  

18  43 

Layiosa  &,  Gamharo .................. 

....do 

4  00 

MaxVogler 

....do 

24  33 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

Do 

Transportation  of  men. . ......... 

100  00 

....do i. 

20  00 

Joseph  Mangan  .... .................. 

Subsistence  of  men  .............. 

14  35 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

Do 

Transportation  of  men ..........1 

10  00 

....do 

90  00 

F.  Filer  &  Son 

Use  of  lighter 

15  00 

Laviosa  &,  Gambaro  ••.. .... .... .... .. 

Removing  ashes  from  ship 

Advertising  .................... . 

38  60 

A.S.Abell&Co 

16  25 

Do 

do 

960 

L.  G.  Boggs 

Recruiting  expenses 

550 

W.  T.  Rice 

Removing  ashes  from  ship 

....do 

200 

M.Rath 

14  60 

Do          

do 

7  30 

Maria  Thornton -... 

Washing - 

525 

Do 

do 

500 

Maggies  Connors.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

....do 

500 

Maria  Thornton 

....do  ........................... 

2  70 

Do 

....do 

3  31 

Hawaiian  government .. .. .... .. .. .. .. 

Rent  of  coal-site 

150  00 

Honol ulu  custom-honse  ......... ....  -. 

Storage  on  anchors............... 

2  55 

Do 

Transoortation  of  men ........... 

400  00 

SOO  00 

Do 

....do 

650  00 

Do 

....do 

300  00 

Bntterfidd  &,  Swire 

.... do  .......................... 

90  00 

John  Cowan  .. .. 

.    .do 

85  00 

Fred.  Borcherdt 

Apprehension  of  deserters 

Removing  ashes  from  ship 

Transportation  of  men. 

35  75 

F.  Cibo&Co 

27  02 

F.  Sorettc .'. 

10  51 

Layiosa  &,  Gamharo  ...... ...... ...... 

Removing  ashes  from  ship 

Recovering  anchor 

386 

Geo.  D.  Rosone 

1158 

G.S.Holmes  &  Co 

Transportation  of  men 

4  00 

8.  W.  Lentz 

....do.. 

10  n 

A.  H.  Bams 

do 

100  00 

L.  P.  Green 

....do 

46  00 

Charles  H.  Robinson 

Apprehension  of  deserters 

...  do 

90  00 

Dennis  A. Mountain ^. ........ 

10  00 

Marv  Holton 

Washing -•.. 

24  00 

J.  F!  Fuller. 

Annrehension  of  deserter. ........ 

40  OO 

Barnabaa  Atwood. .................... 

....do  ......  •....•...••.•........ 

llO  00 

John  W.  Tilton 

....do 

10  00"" 

Pacific  Steam  Nayigation  Company.... 

Tr«..porUtioit,of,«,«^^.OOgj 

o    304  66 
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No.  2. — List  of  patfrnents  under  appropriation  eontingentj  Equipment  and 
Recruiting  J  Ac. — OoDtiuuecL 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  purpose. 


Amoant. 


Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

J.  R.  Vandaaen 

Toog  King  Sing 

If.  B.  Langhom 

P.  N.  P.  Campos 

Bnsselld&Co 

F.N.  P.  Campos 

Adam  Lind 

H.  B.  Langhom 

Castle&Cook 

Do 

Archibald  Hclntyre 

Aastralasian  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany. 

C.  Bn»wer  &  Co 

David  Dayton 

Do 

M.  C.Park 

W.  Babo<)ck&Co 

W.  Bartholomew 

W.W.Beok 

Joseph  Fagan 

Charles  Lynn 

Bamnel  C.  Collins 

Do 

Do 

J.H.Colley *.., 

J.  J.  Quietly 

Joseph  Haugan 

J.J.Philbrick 

K.J.CNeill 

J.J.Philbrick 

Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company.. .. 

Sonth  American  Steamship  Company. . . 

Hudson  fiajr  Company 

Samuel  Smith 

William  McLush , 

T.Adamson 

8.  Schroeder -• 

New  Orleans.  Florida  and  Havana 
Steamship  Company. 

Cromwell  Steamship  Company 

Steamer  Lizzie 

Cromwell  Steamship  Company 

Steamer  Lizzie 

New  York  and  New  Orleans  Steam- 
ship Company. 

J.J.Philbrick 

R.  P.  Bundle 

Steamer  Charleston 

New  York  and  Potomac  River  Steam- 
ship Company. 

H.yan  Antwerp 


Transportation  of  men . 

.-..do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Lighterage 

Transportation  of  men. 


.do 


Apprehension  of  deserters. 

....do 

...do 

Lighterage 

Apprehension  of  deserters. 

— do 

...do 

...do 

....do  ..2 

.-..do 

...do 

...do 

Telegraphing 

Apprehension  of  deserters. 

— do 

Liffhtersge 

Telegrams 

Lighterage 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men .... 

— do 

Lighterage 

Recruiting  expenses 

Transportation  of  men  .... 
Apprehending  deserters  ... 
Transportation  of  men .... 


....do 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men . 
Freight 

Transportation  of  men . 


Lighterage 

Freight 

....do 

Transportation  of  men . 


$304  56 
1.13  95 
304  56 
154  16 
1,761  54 
418  04 
35  40 

104  51 
35  00 
57  80 

320  00 
21  95 
27  43 
43  90 
20  55 

12  00 
160  00 

40  00 
17  50 
40  00 

105  00 
15  00 
25  70 
30  00 

74  00 
JO  00 

29  65 
•10  00 
100  00 

40  00 
60  00 
20  00 
20  00 
6  46 
20  00 
20  00 

115  00 
I  16 

211  00 

50  56 

726  42 

1,000  00 

15  82 

75  19 
175  19 

37  23 
1,248  00 

2B0  00 
15  60 
20  00 

13  25 
120  00 

116  00 
1  80 

43  92 

30  00 


Freight 

Telegrams . 


Digitized  by 


2  10 

26  68 

Google 
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No.  2. — List  of  j^aymenU  under  appropriation  contingent^  Equipment  asMf 
Becruiting^  dbc. — CoDtinaed. 


To  whom  paid. . 


For  what  parpoee. 


Amount 


Brazil  and  Rio  Plate  Steamship  Com- 
pany. 

Palm  &  Allen 

J.L.DeSilva 

Palm  &  Allen 

Frank  M.  Potter 

Carmonniep' 

Do 

William  T.  Rice r--- 

AbecassiB  Bros 

J.W.  Rod^rs 

Pacific  Mad  Steamship  Company 

Do. 

D«i 

Charles  E.  Hawkins 

Oriental  Telegraph  Company 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Erie  Transfer  Company 

Estavao  &  Guilhirm 

Robert  Millin 

John  S.  Martin 

Edward  Vial 

Pierre  Camp 

A.  D.Bache 

Augustin  Malanssen 


B.  Bonnet ... 
A.  D.  Bache . 


Freight 


Rent • 

Use  of  lighter 

Rent 

Transportation  of  men 

Arrest  of  deserters 

....do 

RemoYiug  ashes  from  ship 

do 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men 

do 

....do 

...do 

Telegram 

—  do 

...do 

...40 

Cartage 

Boat  hire 

Cleaning  store-honses,  &o.,  Rio.. . 

Freight 

Office  expenses,  Villa  Franche 

Office  rent,  Villa  Franche 

Handling  stores,  Villa  Franche 

Labor  and  coopering  stores,  Villa 
Franche 

Auctioneer's  fees 

Boat  hire 


t9  72 

68  58 

972 

68  58 

660 

31  00 

31  00 

200 

648 

6!iO 

8S00 

270  00 

230  00 

39  68 

21  7S 

24  87 

20  72 

2U  79 

700 

46  44 

42  85 

207  66 

85  72 

66  96 

10  23 

155  64 

15  82 
2  51 


Total  . 


45,628  55 


FROM  JULY  1,  1875,  TO  NOVEMBER  30.  187S. 


Panama  Railroad  Company 

C.P.Wallach 

C.  Schenck 

W.  W.  WoodhuU 

H.  M.Hei8kell 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

P.McMahon 

Charles  Fraser 

Array  and  Navy  Journal 

James  Hanlon 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company  . . . , 

Commercial  Advertiser 

Seward's  Coal  Trade  Journal 

Nantical  Gazette , 

The  Graphic 

Dentsches  Volksblatt 

Messager  Franco- American 

Army  and  Navy  Journal 

Panama  Railroad  Company 

H.M.Hei8kell 

Steamer  George  Appold 

G«orge  W.  Knox 

Evening  BoUetiu 

North   American   and  United   States 
Gazette. 


Transportation  of  men . 
Recruiting  expenses. . . . 
do 

....do : 

....do 

Transportation  of  men. 
Subsistence  of  men  .. .. 

Freight 

Subwription 

Transportation  of  men . 

do 

Advertising 

do 


do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


Transportation  of  men . 
Recruiting  expenses. . . . 

Freight 

...do 

Advertising 

...do 


$4,875  00 
135  00 
160  00 
140  00 
130  00 
1,129  79 

15  00 
1125 

600 
52  50 
112  00 
20  00 
25  00 
28  00 
18  40 
28  80 
35  00 

16  20 
3,100  00 

130  00 
400 

108  45 
24  00 
20  40 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 
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No.  2. — LUt  of  payments  under  appropriation  contingentj  JEquipment  and 
Beeruitingj  dee. — Continued.    . 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  parpoee. 


Amount. 


Baltimore     and     Potomac     Eailroad 

Company. 
Baltimore    City   Passenger    Rulroad 
Company. 

T.N.  Schmitz , 

£.  C.  Etheredire 

W.W.Rhodes 

Do 

W.  W.  Woodhull 

Deutsohes  Volksblatt , 

James  Hanlon , 

James  Hand 

All  Day  City  Item , 

Do 

Boston     and     Providence     Railroad 

Company. 
W.P.Eddy 

Do 

C.P.Wallach 

C.Scfaenck 

Eastern  Railroad  Company 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

James  Haolon 

daint  Louis  Globe 

J.C.Scott 

Steamer  Norman 

Steamer  Saxon 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

W.P.Clyde  &  Co 

IbKenoecke 

Do 

W.  W.  Rhodes..... g- . 

J.  B.  Carpenter 

E.Reiny 

F.  H.  and  W.  S.  Chappell 

H.M.Hei«keU 

O.P.Wallach 

C.  Sohenck 

Commercial  Advertiser 

H.J.Bullay 

Do  

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

Norfolk  Steamship  Company 

W.P.Eddy 

Do.... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

W.M.  Palmer 

E.H.Gheen 

George  W.Knox 

Do 

AtUntic  and  Pacific  Telegraph  Company 

Do 

Western  Union  Telepraph  Company. 
John  F.  Ellis  &  Co 


Transportation  of  men . 

....do 


.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


Recruiting  expenses  ... 

Advertisiog 

Transportation  of  men  . 

Freight 

Advertising , 

.---do 

Freight 


Transportation  of  men  . 

do 

Recruiting  expenses 

do 

Trausportation  of  men . 

..-.do 

.—do 

....do 

Advertising  .-... 

Freight 

....do 

...do 

Transportation  of  men . 

do 

...do 

....do  .^ 

....do 

Freieht 

....do 

Rent 

....do 

Transportation  of  men . 

....do 

...do 

Freight 

Recruiting  expenses  ... 

do 

....do 

Advertising 

Transportation  of  men  . 

do 

....do 

.-.do 

....do ..-. 

....do 

...-do 

..-.do 

..-.do 

Freight 

Expenses 

Hauling 

—  do 

Telegrams 

do 

...do 

Printing  bagle-calls... . 


$124  00 

4  70 

7  00 

7  00 

142  36 

30  85 

140  00 

38  40 

500 

127  00 

26  40 

24  00 

19  50 

3  40 

5  10 

140  00 

156  00 

20  40 

1  70 

25 

90  60 

18  60 

153  50 

27  42 

15  30 

75  00 

18  00 

12  00 

5  10 

1  70 

1  00 

16  38 

95  91 

81  36 

42  76 

W  50 

310  00 

20  00 

122  00 

132  00 

150  00 

24  80 

40  00 

25  00 

120  00 

75  00 

12  00 

12  00 

12  00 

600 

6  00 

1  36 

4  18 

1  25 

4  75 

1  47 

250 

40  23 

Digitized  by  Kjj 
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No.  2. — List  of  payments  under  appropriation  contingent^  Equipment  and 
Eecruitingj  &c. — Gontinaed. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  purpose. 


Amoant. 


F.V.Walker 

Do 

The  Graphic 

Old  DominloQ  Steamship  Company 

Old  Colony  Steamship  Company 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company.... 
Charlen  Fraser 

Do 

Steamer  Aries 

Steamer  Norman , 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

W.  P.  Eddy 

Do 

Do 

A.  J.  French 

Georj^e  W.  Zei^ler 

W.  W.  Rhoades 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company , 

Metropolitan  Steamship  Company. .... 
W.P.Eddy 

Do 

Do 

W.  W.  WooohuU 

H.  W.  Denuistou 

C.P.Wallach 

H.J.  Bullay 

H.  Gepche ; 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company.... 

H.  J.  Bullay 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company... 

Edgar  Holton 

C.  Schenck 

United  States  Shipping  Commission  .. 

New  York  Herald 

W.  P.  Clyde  &  Co 

California  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  . . 

P.McMahon 

L.  Kennecke 

P.McMahon 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 

J.  B.  Carpenter 

Warren  Cheated  Co 

Inland  and  Seaboard  Carrying  Com- 


pany. 
Ldams  Express  Company . 


Do. 
8.  D.  Hiirlbnt 

B.  W.  Harris 

Knickerliocker  Ice  Company 

Charles  Eraser 

W.  K.  Garrison .  ..^ 

L.  Kennecke 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

W.W.  WoodhuU 

C.  P.  Wallach 

H.  M.  Denniston 

Steamer  Lady  of  the  Lake 

Pennsylvsnia  Bailroad  Company  ... 
Metropolitan  Steamship  Company. . 

C.  Schenck 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company. 


Transportation  of  men. 

do 

Subscription 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men. 

Expressage 

Freight 

fdo 

do 

do 

Transportation  of  men. 

;iI!"do!I!!''llJI!I-II 
do 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men. 

General  average 

Transportation  of  men. 


do 

do 

do 

Recrniting  expenses . . . . 

do 

do 

Transportation  of  men . 
Freight 

Transportation  of  men . 

Telegrams 

Transportation  of  men. 
Recruiting  expenses  ... 

Eulistment  fees 

Sabsoription 

Freight 

Transportation  of  men. 

Rent p 

Transporcation  of  men. 

!!".II!do.".!'..'!I!I!!!II'. 

Engraving  oertificatos. . 
Freight 


.do. 
.do 


Transportation  of  men 

do 

Ice 

Freight 

Reiit 

Transportation  of  men.... 

Recruiting  expenses 

do 

do 

Transportation  of  men.... 

Recruiting  expenses ....... 

Freight 

Digitized  by 


^oog 


$4  50 

7  50 

13  00 

3  30 

7  20 
154  00 

18  80 
51  25 
58  03 
45  41 
15  16 
6  00 

4  00 
1  70 

10  50 

75 

80  14 

859  29 

384  00 

179  00 

6  80 

5  10 
272  00 
220  00 
133  00 

6,320  00 
28  5i) 

3  20 
1,200  00 

23  U 

4  50 
158  00 
260  00 

12  00 
69 

24  28 

8  00 
87  86 
2>i  00 

632  55 

85  50 

280  44 

132  56 

1  25 
27  56 

100  00 
15  00 
15  91 
66  83 

123  00 
87  46 

2  40 
1  70 

137  00 

133  00 
40  00 
47  50 

6  00 
762  00 
165  00 

6  40 
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No.  2. — Idsi  of  payments  under  appropriation  conHngenty  Equipment  and 
Recruiting^  li^.— Coutiuaed, 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  parpoae. 


Arooant. 


W.  P.  ClTdeA  Co 

H.  J.Bollay 

Do 

James  HanloD 

BeDDer  &  PiDckney 

F.  V.  Walker 

C.J.  Badger 

G.  W.  Knox 

Do 

G.  C.  Steadman 

Western  Union  Telegraph  ComfMiny. 

Do 

F.H.JordoQ 

C.  £.  Colahan 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  .... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Do 

P.  McMahon 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company .... 

Jno.  G.  Hodge  &  Co 

L.  Kennecke 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company .  — 

Do 

Do 

BL  A.  Carl  ton 

Steamer  Qeorge  Appold 

Bark  Ethao  Allen 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

F.W.  Ormand 

W.P.Eddy 

Do 

Do 

Boston  Globe 

F.W.  Ormand 

Metropolitan  Steamship  Company. .. 

C.R.  Hansen 

A.  A.  Semmes , 

A.  andC.  Thompson 

Rogne  Trenatradt 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company.. .. 
Richard  Kenner 

Do 

F.W.  McEnary 

J.  £.  Lemoine 

J.  A.  Manzano 

G.  Zammit 

Jos.  Azzopardi  &.  Co 

Doogberty  A  Co 

EmiBo  Monte  A.  Co 

J.  W.  Nickerson 

Do 

E.  8.  Hammond , 

B.  Edwaids 

Inmberg  &  Winn , 

Q.  Zammit ^ 

E.  Sol^her  A  Co 

Kfielraer , 

O.K.  Hanson 


Freight 

do 

Transportation  of  men  . 

FVeight 

Transportation  of  men . 

Hanling 

do 

Freight 

Telegrams 

do 

Transportation  of  men  . 

Ezpressage 

Con.  ser.  certificates. . . . 
Transportation  of  men . 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Snbsistence  of  men 

Transportation  of  men  .... 

Stationery 

Rent 

Transportation  of  men  . . . . 

do 

do 

Freight 

do 

Transp4>rtation  of  men  . . . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Advertising 

Transportation  of  men . . . . 

Freight 

Removing  ashes  from  ship . 
Transportation  of  men  . . . . 

Removing  ashes 

Removing  ashes  At>m  ship. 
Transportation  of  men .... 


do 

do 

Freight 

do 

Transportation  of  men 

Removing  ashes  from  shig 

do 

do 

do 

Apprehension  of  deserters 

do 

do 

Removing  ashes  fh>m  ship 

Transportation  of  men 

Removing  ashes  fh>m  ship 

Lighterage 

...:..do T. 1     3  00 

do oi§**»(^feyKjO(5^€ 


tl  S5 

5  24 

60  00 

69  75 
113  63 

58  50 

12  00 

6  H5 
*   426 

2  50 

18  52 
1  11 

40  00 

14  31 
841  52 

1,615  81 

5»7  70 

5,714  29 

5.835  22 

80  23 

19  88 

15  00 
4,583  81 

55  25 
83  48 

302  34 
74  93 

125  00 
1  70 

17  55 
100  00 

1  70 
200 
8  50 
1  70 
1  70 
8  50 

13  50 
32  00 

210  00 
324 

18  08 

8  91 

3  00 
50  00 

29  00 

7  50 
3  50 

24  09 

11  76 

5  79 

3  65 

4  87 
3  04 

30  00 

70  00 
30  00 

9  73 
132  62 

9  73 
7  38 
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No.  2. — List  of  payments  under  appropriation  contingent^  Equipment  and 
Beoruiting^  do. — Continaed. 


To  whom  paid. 


For  what  purpose. 


Amoant. 


William  Leake 

Manual  Kegrot 

Henry  Feme < 

D.D.Walker 

F.  H.  Hinman 

M.  B.  Ryan , 

A.  A.  Semmes 

J.  L.  Webb 

Roswell  Davis 

Mary  Mack , 

Silas  H.  Jaoqnes 

Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company 

Do 

Do 

Panama  Railroad  Company 

John  Cunningham 

William  Bartholomew 

David  Dayton 

F.  W.  Fehlbehr 

H.  Hackfehlt  &  Co 

F.W.  Fehlbehr 

D.  Foster  &.  Co 

A.  Mclntyre 

Do 

William  Bates 

£.  Armendaiz 

Do 

J.J.Philbrick 

R.  Bowen 

United  States  and  Brazil  Steamship 
Company. 


Lighterage 

do 

Transportation  of  men 

Rent  ot  store-house 

Transportation  of  boys.... 

Washmg 

Printing 

Apprehension  of  deserters . 

do  .X 

Washing  1 

Harbering  for  prisoners . . . . 
Transportation  of  men 

Freight 

do 

Apprehension  of  deserters . 

do 

do 

Freight 

Apprehension  of  deserters . 

Scow-hire 

do 

do 

Apprehension  of  deserters  . 
Transportation  of  men.... 

Lighterage 

Transportation  of  men.... 


•4  87 

2  35 

ITO  00 

S5  00 

84  60 

6  00 

15  85 

10  00 

10  00 

12  75 

6  25 
80  00 
40  00 

SOO  00 

128  10 

12  25 

25  00 

10  00 

7  00 
866 
5  00 

10  00 

33  00 

10  00 

5  00 

80  00 

225  00 

1*<^0  00 

90  00 

225  00 


49,641  91 


No.  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent j  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery. 

FROM  DECEMBER  1, 1874.  TO  JTUNE  30, 1875. 


Name. 


J.  H.  Tnnnell. 


New  York  Herald. 

J.  McMahon 

H.  M.  Burrows  . . . 
M.  C.  Conrad 


J.  McMahon 

O.  W.  Child 

W.  Choate&Co 

Do 

Do 

John  Hunter 1 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company . 

William  Wood  &  Co 

John  Thornton 

James  Shaw 

M.  M.  Kearney 


Item. 


Lahorer  for  dispensary,  yard,  Phil- 
adel|)hia. 

Subscription 

Sundries  for  laboratory 

Assistant  packer  for  laboratory  . . . 

Assistant  manufacturer  for  labor- 
atory. 

Assistant  packer  for  laboratory  ... 

Horse  feed  for  laboratory. 

Medical  books 

do 

do 

Fireman  for  hospital,  Philadepbia. 

Teleprams,  official 

Medical  Bmsord 

Laborer,  dispensary,  Washington  . 

do ; 

Bent  for  dispensary,  Washington  . 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


Amount. 

$60  00 

12  00 

122  00 

24  65 

73  95 

24  65 

141  36 

93  00 

11  50 

17  60 

18  00 

21  14 

135  00 

62  00 

02  00 

40  00 
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No.  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent^  Medicine 
and  Surgery^  ibc. — Continued. 


Name. 


James  Miner  .., 
Charles  Fisher. 
James  Loi;an  .. 
J.H.  Bond.... 
S.B.Mohnn... 
S.  K.  Vernon  . . 
J.  H.Tannell.. 


John  Hunter . 
F.  Schneider  . 


ILCrnit. 


H.  Thornton 

Swan  &  Williams 


B.  Koch  < 


W.  Choate  &  Co. 

A.  P.  Bogae 

Ice  Company 

Do 

6.  W.  Ganaway  . 
J.O*ConneU 


Ice  Company 

J.  D.M.Basil 

J.  McMahon 

W.C.  Conrad 

H.  M.  Barnes 

8wan  Sl  Brombacher. 

J.  McMahon 

R.  6.  Phelps  d&  Co... 
M.  A.  Cooper 


M.  Wells . 


Ann  Rice. 


G.E.  Franklin. 


M.  Hassell 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. 

Adams  Express 

K.  M.French 


A.  J.French. 
Do,..- 


Fairbanksdc;  Co. 


Harley  &  Co. 
Wells  &  Co  .. 


H.M.  Borrows 

H.  A.  Adams ...... 

Do 

Handy  &Rallman. 
Ann  Washington  . . 
Jeff.  Washington  . . 
H.MeHatton 


Janitor  for  nayal  medical  board  .. 

Repairs  of  surgical  instruments... 

Transportation  of  insane 

Laborer ^ 

Medical  books 

Repairs  of  furniture  for  Bureau . . . 

Laborer  for  dispensary,  yard,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Fireman  for  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Repairs  of  stove  for  dispensary, 
Washington. 

Livery  of  horse  for  dispensary, 
Washington. 

Washing,  dispensary,  Washington . 

Horseshoeing      for      dispensary, 
Washington. 

Repairs  of  harness  for  dispensary, 
Washington. 

Medical  books 

Cadavers,  two  for  medical  board . . 

Ice  for  medical  board 

Ice  for  dispensary 

Horse  feed  for  hospital,  Chelsea. . . 

Washing  for  dispensary,  ymrd.  New 
York. 

Ice  for  dispensary,  yard,  New  York . 

Fuel,  dispensary,  Naval  Academy 

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory .... 

Manufacturer  at  laboratory 

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory 

Nails  and  screws  for  packing-boxes . 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Lnmber  for  packing-boxes 

Washing  for  dispensary,  Marine 
Barracks. 

Washing  for  dispensary,  yard.  New 
York. 

Washiuj^  for  dispensary,  receiv- 
ing-ship, New  York. 

Incidentals  for  dispensary.  Naval 
Academy. 

Washing,  dispensary,  yard,  Boston. 

Telegrams 

Expressage 

Washingfor  hospital,  Portsmouth, 
N.  H. 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Scrubbing,  &c.,  at  hospital,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H. 

Scales  for  dispensary,  receiving- 
ship,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Washing  for  dispensary,  receiving- 
ship,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Incidentals    for     receiving-ship, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Incidentals,  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Horse-feed,  hospital,  Washington 

Incidentals,  hospital, Washington. 

Sram^,  &,c 

Washing  for  hospital,  Pensacola 

Night- work,  hospital,  Pensacola 

Crockery  for  hospital,  Pensacola 

Digitized  by 


Amount. 


162  00 

4  00 

10  00 

62  00 

10  00 
4  75 

62  00 

Id  00 
2  40 

81  00 

8  00 
8  50 

16  00 

7  00 
80  00 

13  80 

16  79 
177  66 

48  88 

19  95 
23  50 
25  47 
76  43 

25  47 
12  70 
66  68 
44  04 

2  80 

3  20 

17  00 
79  34 

12  00 

11  58 
6  15 

35  50 

1  28 
38  00 

20  70 
11  55 
11  45 

36  70 
109  07 
137  01 

J4  00 

26  00 
36  00 

14  70 

V:.oogie 
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"So,  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent^  Medi^ 
cine  and  Surgery,  <i;o.— A^outiDoed. 


Namt). 


O.  G.  Henderson . 


Kimberly  Brothers. 

R.  Abell 

J.  Welwood  &  Co  , 

G.W.  Child 

R.  Van  Brunt 

8.  Emery 

W.  B.  Williams... - 
R.  C.Goodwin 


American  Jonriial  of  Pharmacy. 
J.  R.  Whitaker 


J.  H.  Bellingham . 

W.P.Eddy 

EidermlUer 


A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co  . 


T.  Mcllroy 


Sheppard,  Arrlson  &,  Co 

W.  A.  Townaend 

M.M.  Kearny 

J.Shaw 

J.  Thornton 

J.H.Bond 

James  Miner 

J.  H.  Tannell 


George  Melville 

J.  McMahon 

W.H.  Barnes 

M.  C.Conrad 

J.  McMahon.... 

S.A.Brown  .,.> 

Gas  Company '. 

W.C.Conrad 

J.  McMahon 

H.  M.  Barnes 

R.  G.  Philps  &  Co 

J.  McMahon 

A.  Agar 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. 

SamnelEmery 

J.Williams 

G.E.  Tyson 

A.  M.  Moore 

J.  T.  Strait 


Kimberly  Bros 

W.  K.  Van  Ruypen . 
H.M.  Stratton 


J.  H.  Bond 

John  Thornton. 

J.A.Shaw 

M.M.Kearney.. 
JUimes  Miner  ... 


Item. 


Repairs  of  wagon  for  dispensary, 

yard,  Mare  island. 
Incidentals  for  hospital,  Norfolk.. 

do 

Soap  for  hospital,  New  York 

Horse-feed  for  hospital,  New  York. 
Incidentals  for  hospital,  New  York. 

Fuel  for  medical  board 

Chairs  for  Bnrean 

Washing    for  dispensary,   yard, 

Norfolk. 

Snbscription 

Washing   for    dispensary,   yard. 

Mare  Island. 
Car  tickets,  Ac,  for  dispensary, 

yard.  New  York. 
Freight,  d&c.,  for  dispensary,  yard, 

Boston. 
Washing  for  dispensary,  leceiv- 

in^-ship.  Mare  Island. 
Matting,  ^.,  for  hospital.  New 

York. 
Repairs  of  bedsteads  for  hospital. 

New  York. 
Crush  for  hospital,  Philadelphia  . . 

Medical  books 

Rent  for  dispensary,  Washington  . 
Laborer,  dispensary,  Washington. 

do 

Laborer 

Janitor  for  medical  board 

Laborer  fcir  dispensary,  yard,  Phil- 
adelphia. 
Fireman  at  hospital,  Annapolis. .. 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory .... 

Manufacturer  at  laboratory 

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory.... 

Transportation  of  insane 

Gas  for  hospital,  Philadelphia  .... 

Manufacturer  at  laboratory   

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory.... 

...do 

Lumber  for  boxes 

Freight,  &c.,  on  medical  stores 

Stationery  for  dispensaries 

Telegrams,  official 

Fuel  for  medical  board 

Hauling  medical  stores 

Polaris  Arctic  expedition 

Transportation  of  insane 

Book-binding  for  hospital,  New 

York. 

Seeds  for  hospital,  Norfolk 

Transportation  of  insane 

Horse  and  harness  for  hospital, 

Pensacola. 

Laborer 

....do .' 

Laborer  at  dispensary.  Washing  ton. 
Rent  for  dispensary,  Washington.. 

Janitor  for  medical  board 

Digitized  by  ^OO^ 


Amoont. 


le 
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"So.  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingentj  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery^  dko. — ^OontiDaed. 


Name. 


R.  R.  Magnider. 
W.C.  Hernia... 
John  HoDter... 
W.H.  Chandler. 
Gas  Company. .. 

8.  Emery 

G.P.Plaisted... 


W.  8.  Wright. 


G.W.  Rider 

J.W.Joyce 

M.  M.  Kearney . . 
John  Thornton. 
JauieeShaw.... 

J.  H.  Bond 

James  Miner  ... 
J.  H.  Tunnell... 


W.  Choated&Co... 

John  Hnnter 

George  Melville... 
J.  8. M.Basil...... 

J.  D.Carroll  &  Co. 

Do 

Do 


Toby 

M.  A.  Cooper . 

M.  Wells 


Adams  Express. 
E.C.Sperry 


A.J.French .. 
K.  M.  French 


A.  Rice 


L.Wet1er 

Kimberly  Bros . 
W.  Hinley  .... 


National  Republican . 

R.  Van  Brnnt 

O.W.Child 

Joseph  Well  wood . . . . 

D.Lyon 

J.J.  Gleason 

A.Washington 

W.  Handlon 

J.Washington 

G.W.  Child 

H.M.  Barnes 

J.  MoMahon 

W.C.  Conrad 

J.  McMahon 

J.W.  Blchler 


J.  ILTanneli. 


Item. 


Incidentals 

Medical  books 

Fireman  for  hospital,  Philadelphia . 

American  Chemist 

Gas  for  hospital,  Philadelphia  .. 

Coal  for  hospital,  Washington  . . 

Bedding  for  dispensary,  yard.  Mare 
Island. 

Horse-feed  for  dispensary,  yard, 
Mare  Island. 

Medical  books 

....do 

Rent  of  dispensary,  Washington.. 

Laboreratdispensary,  Washington. 

....do 

Laborer 

Janitor  for  medical  board 

Laboreratdispensary,  yard,  Phila- 
delphia. 

St-atitmery  for  bnrean 

Fireman  at  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Fireman  at  hospital,  Annapolis. .. 

Coal  for  hospital,  Annapolis 

Curtains  for  hospital,  Yokohama.. 

Incidentals  for  hospitalf  Yokohama . 

Repars  of  stove  for  hospital,  Yo- 
kohama. * 

Washing  for  hospital,  Yokohama. . 

Washing,  dispensary,  barracks, 
Washington. 

Washing  for  dispensary,  yard, 
Washmgton. 

Expressage 

Cleanisg  vaults  at  hospital,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H. 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Washing  for  hospital,  Portsmouth, 
N.  H. 

Washing  at  receiving-ship.  New 
York. 

Incidentals  for  hospital,  Norfolk.. 

Horse-feed  for  hospital,  Norfolk. .. 

Washing  for  receiving-ship,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H. 

Snbscription 

Freight  on  Medical  stores 

Horse- feed  for  hospital,  New  York. 

Soap  for  hospital,  Kew  York.... 

Pens 

Horse  for  dispensary,  Washington . 

Washing  for  hospital,  Pensacola  .. 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Cleaning  water-closets . . : 

Horse-feed  at  laboratory 

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory .... 

— do 

Manufacturer  at  laboratory 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Scrubbing,  &a,  dispensary,  yard, 
New  York. 

Laborer  at  dispensary,  yard,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ  1€ 


Amount. 


(16  gi 


21  30 
66  74 
23  50 

47  68 
3  40 

3  00 

11  05 
30  00 

3  75 

35  00 

22  50 

49  58 

106  85 

6  00 

8  00 
43  65 
72  83 
30  00 
15  00 
250  00 
19  50 

8  40 

36  00 
85  38 
25  47 
25  47 
76  43 

110  67 
80  60 

62  00 
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No.  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent^  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery^  &c, — GoDtinaed. 


Name. 


Amonnt. 


A.  Tannell 


Ice  Company.... 
W.  Choate&.Co. 
B.  Koch 


ILCniit. 


E.Edwards 

Swanage  &  Williams. 


Schander  &,  Son. 


Paryne  «&  Son. 


H.  Thornton  . 
Ice  Company. 
A.  P.  Bogue .. 

M.  Rassell 

K.  Brady 


John  Hunter 

E.  H.  Adams 

G.  W.  Garmaway . 


B.  C.  Godwin . 


H.  Miller 

G.  E.  Melville 

G.  E.  Franklin 

J.  D.  Carroll  &  Co 

Tohy 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company . 
S.  T.  Brown 


L.  R.  Jones 

T.  E.  Wilson,  M.  D  , 


L.  R.  Jones... 
W.  R,  Brown . 
G.N.  Rider... 
C.  Nelson 


H.  Williams . 


J.  S.  M.Basil 

C.  F.  Chandler 

Steam  Navigation  Company. 

J.  C.  Entwisle  &  Co 

Childs  &  Co 

J.H.Bond 

Jos.  Miner 

M.  M.  Kearney 

J.  A.  Shaw 

J.Thornton 

J.  H.Tunne11 


J.J.Warren. 


W.  Choate  &.Co.. 

E.  H.  Green 

J.  H.  BtiUingham . 


Washing  at  dispensary,  yard,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Ice  foi  Burean 

Stationery  for  Barean 

Repairs  of  harness  for  dispensary, 
Washington. 

Livery  for  dispensary  horse, Wash- 
ington. 

Repairs  of  dispensary 

Horseshoeing       for     dispensary, 
Washington. 

Hardware  for  dispensary,  Wash- 
ington. 

Repairs  of  carriage  for  dispensary, 
Washington. 

Washing,  dispensary ,Wa6hington. 

Ice  for  medical  hoard 

Cadavers 

Washing,  dispensary,  yard,  Boston, 

Washing  for  receiving-ship,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Fireman  at  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Horse- feed  for  hospital,Waahingtoii 

Horse-feed- and  repairs  of  harness, 
hospital,  Chelsea. 

Washing  for  dispensary,  yard,  Nor- 
folk. 

Transportation  of  insane 

Fireman  at  hospital,  Annapolis  ... 

Incidentals,  hospital,  Annapolis. .. 

Incidentals,  hospital,  Yokohama  .. 

Washing  for  hospital,  Yokohama. . 

Telegrams,  oflScial 

Dental  material  for  dispensary, 
Naval  Academy. 

Window  awnings  for  Barean 

Medical  treatment  of  naval  sea- 
men on  Pacific  Mail  steamer. 

Hanging  awnings  for  Bnreau 

Candles,  &c.,  for  Barean 

Medical  hooks 

Repairs  on  wagon  for  dispensary, 
Washington. 

Cleaning  carpets  for  dispensary, 
Washmgton. 

Coal  for  hospital,  Annapolis 

Medical  hooks 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Engraving  Burean  seal 

Oil-cloth,  dispensary,  yard,  Boston 

Laborer 

Janitor,  medical  hoard 

Kent  of  dispensary,  Washington  .. 

Laborer,  dispensary,  Washington .. 

do 

Laborer  at  dispensary,  yard,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Watchman  at  dispensary,  yard, 
Philadelphia. 

Stationery  for  Barean 

Transportation  of  insane 

Car-tickets,  &^.,  for  dispensary, 
yard,  New  York.  I 
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No.  S.-^Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent^  Medicine 
atid  Surge^ry^  d;c. — Coutinned. 


Name. 


Item. 


L.  6.  Lewis  , 


J.  C.  Denning  .. 
J.  R.  Whitaker . 


Jos.  Brownlie . 


John  Hunter 

Express  cooipany. 

J.  A.  Shaw 

J.  Thornton 

M.  M.  Kearney 

J.H.Bond 

Jtw.  Miner 

J.  H.Tuunell 


G.  A  Shurtleff 


W.Choate&Co-. 
Willium  Johnson 
R.  Hodges 


J.  McMahon 

Do 

W.C.Conrad 

H.M.  Barnes 

Gas  coinpanv 

H.  0.  HouKhton  &  Co. 

W.C.  Cwurad 

J.  McMahou 

H.  M.  Barnes 

J.  McMahou 

Wiiliain  Johusou 

G.Dallett 

Shcppard  Sl  Co 


Steele  &Bro I 

Wrstern  Union  Telegraph  Company  . . .  | 

E.  H.  Green i 

J.  McMahon 

Gas  company 

J.  McMahou 

Gait  Jii,  Bro 

John  Loekie 

M.  B.  Clark 

J.H.Bond 

W.Choate&Co 

W.Bulhintyne 

J.Miner 

Icecompauv. 

W.  Ballantyne 

A.  P.  Bogue 

Thomas  Bowie 


ToUl 


Washing  for  dispensary,  yard,  New 
York. 

Book-binding,  hospital,  Norfolk  . . . 

Washing,  brooms,  &c.,  for  dis- 
pensary, yard,  Mare  Island. 

Hone-feed  for  dispensary,  yard, 
Mare  Island. 

Fireman  at  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Laborer  at  dispensary 

do- 

Rent  of  dispensary 

Laborer 

Janitor  of  medical  board 

Laborer,  dispensary,  yard,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Support  of  insane  at  insane  hos- 
pital, Stockton,  Cal. 

Medical  books 

Fireman  at  hospital, Philadelphia. 

Wa.shiug  at  dispensary,  receiving- 
ship,  N^orfolk. 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory 

Manufacturer  at  laboratory 

Assistant  packer 

Gas  at  hospital,  Philadelphia 

Medical  books 

Manufacturer  at  laboratory 

Assistant  packer  at  laboratory 

do 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Fireman  at  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Soap  for  hospital,  Philadelphia 

Table-linen,  &,c.,  for  hoapital, 
Philadelphia. 

Dishes  for  hospital,  Philailelphia.. 

Telegrams,  otficiai 

Transportation  of  insane 

Freight  on  medical  stores 

Gas  ar,  hospital,  Philadelphia 

Cleaning  carpets  for  laboratory . . . 

Ice-pitcher  for  Bureau 

Directory,  (business,)  for  Bureau.. 

Washing  to w^els  for  Bnreau 

Laborer 

Stationery  for  Bureau 

do 

Janitor  of  medical  board 

Ice  for  medical  board 

Stationery  for*medical  board 

(Cadavers  for  medical  board 

Care  of  dissecting-room 


Amount. 


828  85 

48  25 
9  71 

32  57 

9  00 
2  50 

60  00 
60  00 

40  00 
60  00 
60  00 
60  00 

215  47 

6-2  a'S 
9  00 
7  50 

65  Ho 
24  65 
7'A  97 

24  65 
44  62 

5  00 
76  43 

25  47 
25  47 
43  61 
IS  00 

34  62 

35  25 

30  91 
23  91 

29  73 
220  05 

41  63 
11  70 
13  00 

5  00 

6  20 
60  00 

59  12 
20  33 

60  00 
2  55 

7  50 
80  00 

30  00 


12,269  98 


H.  Ex.  61 3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34 


CONTINGENT  FUND  OP  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 


Ko.  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent^  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  <£-c.— Continued. 

FROM  JULY  1,  1875,  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1875. 


Name. 


Item. 


Amontit. 


John  Thornton 

J.  A.  Shaw...- 

M.  M.  Kea iney 

Henry  &  Plant 

H.  Thornton 

.   Scrana^e  &,  Williams... 
B.Koch 

E.  Edwards 

R.Cruit 

Kennebec  Ice  Company 

J.  Hinkle 

W.  C.  Conrad 

J.  McMahon 

H.  M.  H  irnes 

L.  G.  Lewis 


J.  H.  Trunnell . 
A.  Tninnell... 


Adams  Express  Company  . 
PostninNter,  Washington.. 

(t.  W.  Ganiaway 

William  Johnson 

J.O'Connell 

R.  Brady 


E.  S.  Farson . 


William  Hurley. 
Do 


E.  H.  Adams.. 
William  Wells. 


M.  A.  Cooper. 


W^illiam  Russell 

Martin  &  Rogers 

R.  Hodges 

R.  C.  Go<iwiu 

West  em  Union  Telegraph  Company. 

H.  C.  Lea 

Ann   Rice .^ 


H.  H.  Goodman. 
G.  Tcldmver 


J.  McMahon 

William  Wood  &  Co. 

A.  Agar 

G.  W.  Child 

Gifford  &  Bro 

G.  W.  Child 

R.  Van  Brnnt 

G.  E.  Franklin 


Laborer,  naval  dispensary. 
—  do 

Rent,  naval  dispensary 

Repairs  to  catriages,  naval  dis- 
pensary. 

Washing,  naval  dispensary 

Horseshoeing,  naval  dispensary  .. 

Repairs  to  carriage,  naval  dispen- 
sary. 

Repairs  to  furnitnre,  naval  dis- 
pensary. 

Livery  of  horse,  naval  dispensary. 

Ice  for  Bureau 

Washing,  League  Island,  Pa 

Manufacturer,  naval  laboratory. . . 

Packer,  naval  laboratory 

....do 

Washing,  marine  barracks,  New 
York. 

Laborer,  dispensary,  Philadelphia 
yard. 

Washing,  dispensary,  Philadel- 
phia yard. 

Expressage  on  official  matter 

Postage,  foreign i 

Feed,  &c.,  hospital,  Chelsea ' 

Fireman,  hospital,  Philadelphia..! 

Washin;Lj,  dispensary.  New  York.. ' 

Wiishing,  receiving-ship,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Bucket  and  basins,  rece\ving-ship, 
Philadelphia.  j 

Freight,  receiving-ship,  Ports- 
mouth. 

Washing,  receiving-ship,  Ports- 
mouth. 

Feed,  &c.,  hospital,  Washington.. 

Washing,  dispensary,  yard, Wash- 
ington. 

Washing,  marine  barracks, Wash- 
ington. 

Washing,  dispensary,  Boston. ... 

Lamps,  receiving-ship,  Norfolk... 

Washing,  receiving-ship,  Norfolk- 

Washing,  dispensary,  Norfolk... 

Official  telegrams 

Medical  journals 

Washing,  receiving-ship,  New 
York. 

Garden-seedp,  hospital,  Annapolis. 

Repairs  to  wa;;ou,  hospital,  An- 
napolis. 

Freight,  &c.,  naval  laboratory..., 

Medical  books,  naval  laboratory.. 

Stationery,  naval  laboratory... 

Feed,  naval  laboratory 

Blank-books,  naval  lal>oratory . 

Feed,  hospital,  Now  York 

Freight,  &c.,  hospital.  New  York, 

Freight,  &c.,  hospital,  Annapolis. 
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No.  3. — Statement  of  expenflitureH  from  appropriation  contingent j  Medicine 
and  Surgery^  Ac, — Continued. 


Name. 


Item. 


Amount. 


G.  N.  Rider.. 
J.  F.  Biidpet. 
A.J.  French,. 
R.M.French. 
F.  Townsend. 
A.  M.  MtMire.. 
II.  McUutton . 


G.  Williams 

W.  Hanlin 

H.McHntton 

J.  Brownlie 

J.  K.  Whitaker 

W.  A.  Townsend 

J.  M.  Bnrrows 

B.  Bni8h 

Pennsylvania  and  New  York  Naviga- 
tion Company. 

H.  Wnrdemaa .• 

J.  H.  Bond 

J.  A.  Shaw 

J.  Thornton 

M.  M.  Kearney 

J.  Minor 

W.C.Conrad 

H.M.  Barne« 

J.  McMahon 

Georjje  Cass 

Ed.  Mnrphy 

L.  Wetter 

Kimberly  Bros 

A.  Altar 

W.Wood 

J.  McMahon 

K,  G.  Phelps  &  Co 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  .. 

W.C.  Conrad 

J.  M.  8reele 

A.  Cowling 

W'.  Hanleiti 

W.  ChoateA  Co 

0.  F.  Chandler 

J.  H.  Bond 

J.  A.  Shaw 

John  Thornton 

M.  M.  Kearney - . . 

H.  M.  Barnes 

J.  McMahon 

E.  Murphy 

George  Caes 

J.  Minor 

Wpntern  Union  Telegraph  Company  ... 

C.  K.  Stelwageu 

U,  G  Phelps  &  Co 

J  McMahon 

A.  Agar 

Swan  &  Brombacher 

M.T.Wentworth 

Scott  &  Hutchinson 

J.A.Baldwin - 


Books  for  Bureau  1  i brary 

Wagon  for  dispensary 

Freight,  &c.J)o.Mpitaf.  Portsmouth. 
Washing,  hospital,  Portsmouth... 

Horse,  for  d ispensary 

Transporting  insane 

Repairs   to  ambulance,  hospital, 

Pensacola. 
Night  work,  hospital,  Pensacola. .. 
Freight,  &e.,  hospital,  Pensacola 
Miscellaneous,  hospital,  Pensacola 

Feed,  &c.,  yard.  Mare  Island 

Washing,  dispensary,  Mare  Island 

Medical  books ., 

Sundries,  hospital,  Philadelphia.. 

Seeds,  hospital,  Philadelphia 

Freight,  yard,  Philadelphia 


J.  McMahon . 


Repairs  to  furniture 

I^aborer 

Laborer,  naval  dispensary 

do 

Rent,  naval  dispensary 

Janitor,  medical  board 

Manufacturer,  naval  laboratory. .. 

Packer,  naval  laboratory 

. ...  do 

W^atchman,  hoHpital,  Philadelphia. 
Fireman,  hospital,  Philadelphia.. 

Sundries,  hospital,  Norfolk 

Feed,  &c.,  hospital,  Norfolk 

Stationery,  naval  laboratory 

Books,  naval  laboratory * . . . 

Freight,  &c.,  naval  laboratory 

Lumber,  naval  laboratory 

Otficial  telegrams 

Manufacturer,  laboratory 

Transporting  insane 

Hire  of  carriage 

Freight,  &c.,  yard,  Pensacola 

Medical  books.  Bureau  library 

Medical  books..., 

Laborer 

Laborer,  d  ispensary 

do 

Rent  for  naval  dispensary 

Packer  for  naval  laboratory 

. . . do 

Fireman  for  hospital,  Philadelphia. 
Watchman,  hospital,  Philadelphia 

Janitor  for  medical  board 

OiBcial  telegrams 

Making  drawings 

Lumber  f(»r  naval  laboratory 

Freight,  &.c.,  for  naval  laboratory. 
Stationery  for  naval  laboratory. .. 

Hardware  for  naval  laboratory 

Health  officer,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Haud-oart,  hospital,  Philadelphia 
Furniture  for    marine   barracks, 
New  York. 

Freight  for  naval  laboratory 

Digitized  by 


$14  00 

1'^  00 

1  45 

36  00 

176  60 

30  60 

2  95 

36  00 

26  70 

31  10 

23  39 

9  94 

ryO  66 

33  71 

35  20 

2  50 

68  00 

62  00 

62  00 

62  00 

40  00 

62  00 

76  43 

25  47 

25  47 

20  00 

18  00 

24  13 

106  75 

50  85 

54  95 

.34  46 

20  41 

32  48 

22  19 

29  80 

9  50 

6  78 

39  00 

27  50 

62  00 

62  00 

62  00 

40  00 

25  47 

25  47 

18  CO 

20  00 

62  00 

10  62 

63  OU 

199  76 

31  74 

15  16 

19  30 

rO  Oil 

35  00 

10-3  50 
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No.  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent,  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery^  &c, — Contiuued. 


Name. 


J.  H.TerieU 

J.H.Bond 

Bustou  Traveler , 

Boston  Journal 

Boston  Transcript 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser  ... 

J.  Miner 

M.  M.  Kearney 

J.  Thornton  .'. 

J.  A.  Shaw 

W.N.Chandler 

H.  Thornton 

B.  Koch , 

Washington  Gas  Company 

Kennebec  Ice  Company 

H.  M.  Barnes 

J.  McMahon 

Do 

E  Murphy , 

George  Cass 

A.  Trunnell 

M.Wells 

M.  A.Cooper 


Item. 


R.Hodges 

R.  C.Godwin... 

M  Russell 

G.  L.  Loomis  ... 

E.  Button 

J.  R.  Carpenter. 
R.S.  Barry 


A.  Johnson 

J^dams  Express  Company. 

N.  P.-.ters 

W.  Hurley 


Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.. 

D.  Clapp  &  Son 

Kimberly  Bros 

G.  E.  Franklin 

Do 

G.  W\GanHaway 

J.  O'Connoll 

E.  H.  Adams 

Washington  Gas  Company 

E.  H.  Adams 

W.  L.  Clyde 

Ann  Rice 


Transporting  insane. 
Laborer 

Advertising  for  coal . 

do 


E.  Murphy  ... 
K.  M.  French . 
N.  F.  Mather . 


J.  M.  Burro ws.- 
G.  &T.  Dallett. 

L.  R.  Jones 

G.  B.  Richart... 
J.  R.  Whitaker  . 

J.  M.  Brownlio  . 
W,  H.Dann 


Janitor  for  medical  board 

Rent  for  naval  dispensary 

Laborer  for  naval  dispensary  . . . 
do 

Livery  for  naval  dispensary 

Washing  for  naval  dispensary  .. 

Harness  for  naval  dispensary  . . . 

Gas  for  naval  dispensary 

Ice  for  naval  dispensary 

Packer  for  naval  laboratory 

...do 

Freight  for  naval  laboratory .... 

Fireman  for  hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Nurse  for  hospital,  Plnladelphia  . 

Washing,  dispensary,  Philadelphia 

Washing,  dispensary,  Washington. 

Wanhin^    for    marine     barracks, 
Washington. 

Washing,  receiving-ship,  Norfolk . . 

Washing  for  dispensary,  Norfolk.. 

do 

Washing  for  barracks,  New  York. 

Incidentals  for  Naval  Academy. .. 

Ice,  receiving-ship,  Philadelphia.. 

Washing  for  receiving-ship,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Stowing  coal  for  naval  dispensary. 

Freight  on  otficial  matter 

Lithographing  drawings 

Washing  for  receiving-ship.  Ports- 
month. 

Official  telegrams 

Medical  Journal 

Feed,  &c.,  for  hospital,  Norfolk  ... 

Incidentals  for  hospital,  Annapolis. 

....do 

Feed,  «&c.,  for  hospital,  Chelsea... 

Washing,  &c.,  for  yard.  New  York. 

Sundries  for  hospital,  Washington. 

Gas  for  hospital,  Washington 

Feed,  &c.,  hoHpital,  Washington 

Freight.  &c.,yard,  Philadelphia. .. 

Washing  for  Veceiving-ship,  New 
Yt)rk. 

Fireman,  hospital,  Philadelphia... 

Washing  for  hospital,  Portsmouth. 

Water-cooler  for  hospital,  Ports- 
mouth. 

Sundries,  hospital,  Philadelphia  . 

Soap  for  hospital,  Philadelphia  . . 

Taking  down  Bureau  awnings.. . 

Harness,  dispensary.  Mare  Island . . 

Washing,    &.C.,    for    dispensary, 
Mare  Island. 

Feed  for  dispensary,  Mare  Island.. 

Table  for  naval  dispennary 
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No.  3. — Statement  of  expenditures  from  appropriation  contingent^  Medicine 
and  /Surgery^  &c. — (Joutinued. 


Name. 


Item. 


Amount. 


J.  Wei  worth 

G.  \V.  Child 

R.  Van  Brunt 

J.  H.  B«llingham. 


T.  Shftlton 

J.H.Bi.nd 

J.  Minor 

J.  A.  Shaw   

J.  Thornton 

M.  M.  Kearney 

M.J.  Wright 

W.  Scott 

J.W.  Qneen 

George  Cass 

D.Kane 

H.  M.  Barnes 

J.  McMahou 

Do 

Coe  &  Murritt 

F.Nash 

W.Wilkins 

William  Hanlin 

Mrs.  Dougherty 

H.McHiitton 

A.  Agar 

Swan  &  Brorabacher 

R.a  Phelps 

G.W.Gilford 

G.W.  Child 

We«t«rn  Union  Telegraph  Company. 

W.Choate  &  Co 

Tohey 

G.  Damoney  &  Co 

Wnrdenian  &  Bro 

W.  R.  Bpown 

Knickerbocker  Ice  Company 

J  McMahon .... 

Tenchbya  

G.  Domoney 

J.  Thornton 

J.  A.  Shaw ' 

M.  M.  Kearney 

J.H.  Bond 

J.  Minor 


Total 


Soap,  hospital,  New  York 

Feed,  hospital.  New  York 

Freight,  &c.,  hospital,  New  York.. 
Cnr  and  ferry  tickets,  yard,  New 
York 

Cartage,  &c.,  naVal  dispensary 

Laborer 

Janitor,  medical  board 

Laborer ^ 

...do 

Rent,  uaval  dispensary 

Sundries,  hospital,  Mare  Island... 

Transporting  insane 

Inatrnments,  Naval  Academy 

Night-work,  hospital,  Philadelphia 
Fireman,  hospital,  Philadelphia. .. 

Packer,  uaval  laboratory 

.,..do * 

Freight,  &c.,  naval  laboratory 

Wagon,  naval  laboratory 

Watchman,  hospital,  Pe'nsacola... 

...do 

Freight,  &c.,  hospital,  Pensacola.. 

Washing,  hospital,  Pensacola 

Hay,  hospital,  Pensacola 

Stationery,  naval  laboratory 

Sundries,  naval  laboratory 

Lumber,  naval  laboratory 

Binding  journals,  naval  laboratory 

Feed,  naval  laboratory 

Official  telefframs 

Medical  books 

Washing,  hospital,  Yokohama 

Sumlries,  hospital,  Yokohama 

Repairs  to  furniture 

Sundries,  Bureau 

Ice,  dispensary.  New  York 

Freight,  naval  laboratory 

Washing,  hospital ,  Yokohama 

Sundries,  hospital,  Yokohama 

Laborer,  naval  dispensary 

...do 

Ren t,  naval  dispensary 

Laborer 

Janitor,  medical  board 


$32  50 
45  55 
52  33 

11  00 

1  CO 
62  00 
62  00 
62  00 
62  00 
40  00 
238  96 
23  72 
77  50 
20  00 

9  60 
25  47 
25  47 
H5  55 
250  00 
68  50 
61  65 

3  10 
10  50 
27  30 
37  90 
74  06 
141  79 
23  35 
88  37 

3  27 

12  00 
33  OS 
57  89 
27  50 
16  40 
12  35 
73  26 

39  84 
47  72 
60  00 
60  00 

40  00 
60  00 
60  00 

8,415  78 
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No.  4. — Statement  of  expenditure  of  appropriation  contingent^  Ordnance, 

FROM  DECEMBER.  1P74.  TO  JUNE  30.  1875. 


Name. 

Article. 

Amonnt. 

New  York  Herald 

Subscription. 

$12  00 
1  fK) 

W.  C.  &  F.  F.Oliiirch 

10  copies  Army  and  Navy  Jonrnal 
8ul»scnption 

Putting  pipeon-lioles  in  cases 

10  copies  Aldrick^s  Marine  Corps. . . 
Making  packing-boxes  

W.  C.  BiyaiJt  &  Co 

12  00 

Levi  Curry •-.. .-.. 

30  (iO 

H.  L.  ShepHrd  &  Co 

OS  {Mi 

L.  Williams 

IH  55 

R.  B.  Mohuu  &  Co 

10  elecirutypes  and  1  set  instiu- 

HTi  40 

National  Republican .-. .... .... 

nients 

Subscription 16  00 

14   volumes  Transactions  of  In-           1H9  00 

W.  C.  Bresselievro ...... 

L.  Willinni8 

stitution  of  Naval  Architect*  ... 

Packing-boxeM 12  00 

12  *'  Bntlei's  Projectiles  " 7-2  t)0 

D.  Van  Nostrand  ....... .... ...... .... 

Total  

500  45 

FROM  JULY  1,  1975,  TO  DECEMBER  1,  1875. 


A.Gaildi8 

Washington  City  Post-oflBce. 

J.  W.  McKnight  &  Co 

h'afe  Deposit  Company 

Non  is  Peters 

The  Press 

L.  Williams 

R.  Cruit,  jr 

Do 

A.  Hohl&  Co 

£.  Remington  Sc  Son 

Dinsmore,  Yost  &  Co 


Total 


Seeds  for  magazine  grounda 

PoHtnge  on  foreign  letteis 

1  ollic45  chair 

Rent  of  box 

1, 000  copies  each  of  12  maps 

Subscription 

Packing-boxes 

Carriugt-hire,  visiting  magazine. 

do 

Putting  up  electric  bells 

Typf- writer 

Ribbon  for  type-writer 


$46  .'^ 

19  06 

IH  00 

(lO  (10 

IhO  00 

b  40 

5  50 

5  (H) 

7  UO 

84  00 

125  00 

3  00 


5.59  » 


Bureau  of  Ordnanck,  January  3,  1876. 


No.  5.- 


1874. 

Dc 

9. 

D)c. 

2H. 

Dec. 

4. 

Iel75. 

Jan. 

3. 

J  III. 

'Jl. 

Jan. 

21. 

.lan. 

22. 

Sept 

1. 

Oct. 

25. 

-Expenditures  under  contingent^  Yardn  and  Doclcs,  formerly  desig* 
noted  e^nergency  fund. 

Foundery  chimney  and  wharf  at  Boston,  (labor) : $2,500 

Pay  of  watchmen  at  Key  West,  (labor) t»97 

Repairs  to  sec tiomJ dock  at  Philadelphia,  (labor) ..; 15^000 

Cl'aning  up  Pcnsacola  ynrd  dnring  yellow  fever.^labor) 3,921) 

R  pn-ring  banks  at  League  Island  and  Htrengthening  same,  (labor)..  14,350 

Additional  repairs  to  sectional  dock  at  PhihKlelphia,  (labor) 2,475 

Fence  and  chain,  navy-yard,  Washington 17H 

Tt-mporary  ho?4pital-buildings  at  Peusacola,  Fla 18,872 

Pay  of  watchmen,  Key  West 100 
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No.  ^.—Statement  of  expenditures  under  appropriation  contingent^  Navigation. 

FROyi  DECEMBER  1,  1874,  TO  JUNE  30,  1875. 


Nanie. 


C.  H.  Earl. 


Nature  of  service. 


Transportation  of  chronom- 
eters. 
Freight 
Advertising 


Adams  Express  Company 

W.  .J.  MiirtaMh 

D.  Van  Noetraud I  Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 

Adams  Express  ( Company 

Wilbnrn  &  Ha8tin|;s 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Cumpauy 

Adams  Express  Company 

BoHton  Ice  Company 

D.  Van  Nostrand 


Lient.  C.  H.  West. 
C.  G.  Francklyn  ... 


6t«amer  William  Crane 

Adams  Express  Company 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company 

William  G.  Overend 

William  E.Fitzhugh 

Steamer  Lady  of  the  Lake 

Lient.  C.  H.  West 1 

L  F.  Sanner  .^ 

Adams  Express  Company 

Lieut.  C.  H.  West 

D.  Van  Nostrand 


Freight 

Transportation 

Freight 

....do 

Ice 

Subscription  to  professioual 
periodicals. 

Freight 

do 


C.  C.  Jackson 

Dana  &,  Siliiman . 


Adams  Express  Company. 

Lient.  C.  H.  West 

Adams  Express  Company . 

do 

Lient.  C.  H.  West 

William  P.Eddy.. 

L.  H.  Bigelow  ...'. 

D.  Van  Nostrand 


do 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co 

W.  G.  Overend 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company 

L.  H.  Bifijelow 

Lient.  C.  H.  West 

L  F.  Sanner 

Lient.  C  H.  West.... 

California  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
Pacific  Mail  SteRm^hip  Company  .. 

Adams  Express  Company 

Norfolk  Ferry  Com  pany . . . : 

Metropolitan  Steamship  Company.. 

C.  A.  Yonng 

W.  G.  Overend .. 

F.  W.  Overend 

Eastern  Railroad  Company.. 

Lient.  C.  H.  West 

D.  ft.  Uolniau 


Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company. 


....do 

....do 

....do 

Transportation 

Telegrams 

Freight 

...do 

Packing-boxes 

Freight 

....Ao 

Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 

Expressage 

Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 

Freight 

....do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 
—  do 


Freight 

Transportation 

Freight 

....do 

...do 

Pai-king-boxes  . 

Freight 

....do 

....do 

;..do 

Transportation . 

Freight 

do , 

Transportation 

Freight 

....do 

...do 


Subscription  to  professional 
periodical. 

**      t)TgitTzed"[5>^ 


Amount. 


[$a75 

6  or» 

1  12 
25  00 

15  90 
X\  00 

11  m 

7  60 

15  00 
9  00 

2  65 

7  b7 

81 

3  no 

18  .% 

5  b4 
1  12 

13  48 

4  00 

16  50 

:^  15 

1  51 

2  50 

9  42 

6  00 

80 
6  00 

12  10 

2  30 

4  25 

14  60 
75 

24  84 

3  44 

6  50 
6  00 
3  91 
1  25 

5  35 

5  00 
15 

() 
9  67 

6  75 

3  00 

1  Jr^U 

2  50 
6  50 

50 

4  50 

15  08 

5  00 


95 
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No.  6. — Statement  of  expenditures  under  appropriation  contingent^  Navigor 

tion — Continued. 


ie75. 

Apr.  'A 
Apr.  3 
Apr.  7 
Apr.  H 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  19 
Apr.  21 
Apr.  2C 


May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 


May  8 
Mav  14 
May  20 

May  20 

Mav  21 
May  22 
May  2,5 
May  26 
May  31 
June  2 
June  2 
Jiiuc  7 
Juiw  12 
June  17 
June  18 

June 24 
J  line  2.5 
Jiine29 


1875. 
July    1 

July  3 
July    6 

July  6 
July  10 
JulV  12 
JulV  12 
JiilV  12 
Julv  13 
July  1,5 
July  16 
July  19 
July  26 


Adams  Express  Company 

Julius  Viedt 

AdaujB  Express  Company 

W.  J.  M urtagh 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Company 

W.  G.  Overend 

Lieut.  C.  H.  West 

William  P.  Eddy 

The  Pacific  Mail  Company 

Lieut.  C.  H.  W^est 

Adams  Express  Company 

Pennsylvania  liaiiroiid  Company 

Adams  Express  Company 

D.  Van  Nostraud 


Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 

Eastern  Railroad  Company 

Boston  and  Philadelphia  Steamship 

Company, 
George  N.  Sullivan 

C.H.West 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co 

Pennsylvania  Kailroad  Company  .. 

W.P.Eddy 

L.  C.Cook 

D.  Pullman 

W^.  G.  Overend 

Adams  Express  Com  pany 

Jackson  &  Co.,  express 

T.  H.  Looker 

G.N.  Rider 


J.  W.  Joyce 

C.  G.  Fraucklyn  . 

D.  Van  Nostrand. 


Freight- 

Repairing  desks. 

Freight 

Subscription 

Freight 

Transportation  . 

Freight 

do 

...do 

...do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do 


Subscriptiou  to  professional 
periodicals. 

Telegrams 

Freight 

....do 


Subscription  to  professional  I 
periodicals.  | 

Freight i 

do I 

...do ! 

do I 

Commission  on  auction  sales  > 

Freight i 

Transportation ; 

Express  charges : 

Freight ' 

do I 

Subscription  to  professional 
periodicals.  t 

Expressago j 

Freight I 

Subscription  to  professional  [ 
periodicals.  ' 


Total. 


-I 


FROM  JULY  1,  1875,  TO  DECEMBER  1,  1875. 


MohuD  Bros 


D.  Van  Nostrand 

Adams  Express  Company . 

William  N.  Eaton 

John  Williams 

Adams  Express  Company. 

J.  F.  Sanner 

Lieut.  C.  H.  West 

do 

John  A.  Baker 

W.G.  Overend 

D.  Van  Nostrand 


July  28     Metropoliton  Steamship  Company  , 

July  31  I  Steamer  John  Gibson 

Aug.    4  I  Adams  Express  Company . 


Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 

Postage 

Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 

Freight 

Transportation 

....do 

Freight 

Packing-box 

Freight 

....do 

Repairs  to  letter-scale 

Transportation 

Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 
Freight 

••"•do  -'"."Piaittipl'bi.XiiQQg 


so  .so 

12,^ 

10  15 

14  W 
500 

20  l.S 
1  iifl 

11  (n 

7  ;ft» 

1  IH) 

2:w 
49(H) 

1  00 

2  12 
23  10 

3  00 

8  50 

16  27 

5  25 

10  ^7 

12  95 
16  77 

1  46 
650 

4  55 

5  25 

4  15 

6  (H) 

690 
t^  46 

5  38 


734  55 


$150 


33  56 

4  25 

3  75 

1  25 

1  75 

156  4.S 

500 

4  67 

13  («0 

6  50 

6  l»4 

1  02 

17  00 

2  69 

ItiO 
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]So.  6, — Statement  of  expenditures  under  appropriation  continyenty  Naviga- 
tion— Cou  tiu  ued . 


Date. 


1W5. 
Aug.  4 
Aug.    4 

Ang.    5 
Aug.    9 

Aug.  11 

Aug.  12 
Aug.  i:\ 


Aug.  21 
.S«pt.  2 
St-pt.  2 
hk'pt.  2 
8**pt.  2 
Sept.  la 
fMjpr.  17 
St  i»t.  29 
Oct.  2 
Oct.  2 
Ott.  4 
Oct.  6 
Oct.  7 
0(!t.  12 
Oct.  12 
Oct.   14 


Name. 


Oct.  18 
Oct.  23 
Oct.  25 
Oct.  25 
Ch:t.  25 
Oct.  25 
Nov.  1 
Nov.  2 
Nov.  3 
Nov.  6 
Nov.  rt 
Nov.  10 
Nov.  10 

Nov.  11 
Nov.  13 
Nov.  17 
Nov.  23 
Nov.  27 


Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  .. 
Colorado  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany. 

Adams  Expresa  Company 

D.  Van  Nostraud 


Nature  of  service. 


Freight 
...do  .. 


.do 


United  States  Army  and  Navy 
Jc.urnal. 

D,  Van  Nostrand 

Philadelphia  and  New^ork  Steam- 
ship Companv 

VV.  P.  Clyde  &'Co xl 

D.  Van  Nostrand > ' 

Adams  Express  Company 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company. 

J.  F.  Sullivan 

Adams  Express  Company 

California  Pacific  Ruilroad  Compa'y 

Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  .. 

Adams  Expre-s  Company 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company. 

J.  F.  Sanuer 

Adams  Express  Company 

do 

Wells,  Fargo  «fe  Co.  Express 

Ch  li  fori  I  ia  Pacific  Railroad  Comi)a*y 

D.  Nan  Nostrand 


Subscription  to  professional 

periodicals. 
Subscription 


....do  .. 
Freight 


....do 

Subscription. 

Freight 

do 


William  P.  Eddy 

W.  A.  Fiske  &  Bro 

AdainM  Express  Company 

J.  L.  Fairbanks  &  Co 

J.  Watson 

T.  S.  &  J.  D.Negus 

Lieut,  Charles  Seymour 

L!ent.  J.  F.  Sullivan 

Adams  Express  Company 

We«t«rn  Union  Telegraph  Company 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company  .. 

Boston  Ice  Company 

D.  Van  Nostrand 


..-.do 

....do  

....do 

....do 

.-..do  

....do 

Packing-boxes 

Freight 

....do 

....do  

...do 

Subscription  to  professional 
periodicals. 

Freight 

Printing  letter- headings 

Freight 

Stationery 

Type 

Repairing  tell-tale  compass. 

Freight 

....do 

do , 

Telegrams 

Freight 

Ice 


A.  Schnmaker  &  Co 

W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co 

L.  C.  Campbell 

Adams  Express  Company. 
Steamer  John  Gibson .  .t . . 


Total. 


Subscription  to  pi  ofessional 
periodicals. 

Freight 

Transportation 

Hardware 

Freight 

....do 


Amount. 


$14  82 
17  23 

67  20 
6  00 

6  00 

1  50 
75 

2  75 

25  99 

1  50 

2  50 
30  24 

14  65 
1  17 

30  82 

40 

40  54 

8  00 

11  25 
1  30 

90  .^.0 
57 
77 

1  82 

15  00 

7  40 
7  00 

45  05 
5  50 

12  25 
24  33 

1  15 

3  00 
109  36 

7  25 
7  03 

4  25 
24  50 
19  10 
15  25 

4  10 

952  92 
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CONTINGENT  FUND  OP  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 


Xo.  7. — Expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing^  paid  from  ap* 
propriation  contingent^  1874-'75. 


FROM  DECEMBER  1, 1874,  TO  JUNE  30, 1875. 


Date.    ! 


Name. 


1874 

Dec. 

2 

Dec. 

2 

Dec. 

2 

Dec. 

2 

Dec. 

2 

Dec. 

2 

Dec.    2 
2 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Deo.  4 
Dec.  7 
Dec.  14 
Dec.  14 
Dec.  14 
Dec.  14 
Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 

Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 
lb7.5. 
Jan.  5 
Jan.  5 
Jan.    6 


Jan.  6  ! 
Jan<  6  I 
Jan.  12 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  18 
Jan.  18 
Feb.    2 


Benner  &  Pinkney 

T.  Norton  &  Co ;.  - . 

William  Dalzell 

C.  H.  Mallory  &  Co 

Mail  Steamship  Company 

C.  H.  Mallorv&Co 

J.  D.  Dean ." 

Honlen  Lorell 

Knickerbocker  Ice  Company 

Mactier  &  Steel 

Jackson  &  Co *. 

Benner  &  Pinkney 

J.  C.  Kenyou 

H.S.Obl .* 

V.  H.  Brown  &  Co 

George  F.  Cntter 

Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company, 

J.  F.  Denson 

H.  E.  Getty 

W.  H.  D»Mnp8-y 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 

Franklin  Telejjraph  Company 

J.G.  Hodge  &  Co 


Star  Union  Line 

C.  H.  Mallory  &  Co 
A.  Burtia 


Feb.  2 
Feb.  2 
Feb.  2 
Feb.  2 
Feb.  2 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 

Feb.    „  , 
Feb.  13  ' 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  18 
Mar.  l.'S 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  15  ' 
Mar.  15  I 
Mar.  15  i 
Mar.  15  | 
Mar.  15  ; 


C.  H.  Mallory  &  Co 

W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co 

R.  S.  McConnell 

J.  H.  Foster 

PorrHniouth  Bridge  Company 

R.  Patrick  &  Co 

Chicago   and   Northwestern    Rail- 
road Company. 

Adams  Express  Company 
Steamer  Lady  of  the  Lake 

Cnshincr  &  B;iily 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

F.  V.  Walker 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 

A.  E.  Cntter  ifc  Co 

Star  Union  Line 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company. 
R.  Majiee 

D.  B.  Read 

R.  Beall 

W.  Choate&Co 

J.  IL  Howard 

Safe  Depc»sit  Company 

J.  L.  Fairbanks  ^  Co '  Stationery 

F.  C.  Deinming •. | do 

J.  H.  Foster do  .... 

F.  Baker |  fj^ight  .. 

F.  Norton | do  .... 

01(1  Dominion  Steamship  Company. I do  .... 

C.  H.  Mallory  &  Co do 

W.  H.Arthur  &  Co I  Stationery 


Nature  of  aervice. 


I  AmoQDt. 


Transportation  of  stores... 


.do  . 
do  . 
.do 
.do  , 
.do  . 
.do  , 
.do 


Ice. 

Coal 

Express  charge 

Freight , 

.....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Traveling  expenses. 

Stationery 

do 

Telegrams . . . , 

do 

Stationery 


Freight 

do 

Telegrams,  freight,  and  car- 
tickets. 

Freight 

Clothing  tags 

Express  charges 
Stationery 
Tolls 
Padlock 


do 

do 
Stationery. 

do 

Car- tickets 
Telegrams . 
Stationery. 
Freiglkfc 

do 

Stationery . 

li^x  press  charges . 

Stationery 

do 

Steward's  stores 
Storage 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ 


$75  dO 

1, 119  ») 

5  h) 

3:»  V> 
y4  77 

a-9ir7 

4o?<l<0 

15  17 

38  4«) 

44  « 0 

5  00 

199  37 

30  02 

18  i)0 
10,660  '30 

23  58 
4  15 

38  00 

19  35 
84  9:? 
lO^iO 

fi7 
126  35 

12  92 
69  66 
43  40 

3  15 
29  50 

4  00 

22  :»5 

1  35 

2  00 
2  Ai 

40 

7  20 
49  'M 
:u  4o 

5  00 

8  51 
4  (K) 
2  95 

19  :>0 

23  4ri 
8  75 

111  15 
6(>0  IK) 
218  iK) 
25  00 
(58  -0 
117  10 

31  45 

13  HO 
82H  30 
157  50 

65  23 
49  50 

le 


CONTINGENT   FUND    OP    THE   NAVY   DEPARTMENT.  43 

No.  7. — Expenses  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing^  dhc, — Continued. 


1875. 

Mar.  15 

,  Mar.  17 

Mar.  '^0 

Mar.  20 
Mar.  20 
April  5 

April  5 
April  5 


April 
June 
June 
Juub 


June  5. 


Jnue 
June 
June 


June  9 
June  9 
June  9 
June  \6 
June  18 


G.  S.  Bell 

C.  McK.  Oerting  .. 
George  W.  Beauian 


A.  BeogdoriF 

Westoru  Uuion  Telegraph  Company, 
Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company. 

J.  C.  Kenyon 

A.  Burt  is 


Stationery , 

Freight 

FerriageB,    telegrams,   and 
exchanges. 

Repairing  furnitnre 

Telegrams . 

Freight 


.do 


W.  H.Arthur  <fc  Co 

»SoarH  &  Colo vl 

Well«,  Fargo  &Co 

L.  H.  Hopkiob 


Chicago  and   Northwestern   Rail- 
road Company. 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 

Nat  ional  Repu  hlican 

F.  V.  Walker 


Telegrams,  expressage,  aud 

car-tickets. 

Stationery  and  tags 

Statiouei-y 

Freight 

Furnitnre    for    pay-oflQce, 

navy-yard. 
Freight 


Adams  Express  Company .^. 

Finnkliii  Telegraph  Company ,'. 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company . 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co 

D.  Turner 


r 


Telegrams 

Subscription 

Car-tickets, $10;  ice-tickets, 
$4.75. 

Freight 

Telegrams 

....do 

Freight 

do 


$•27  95 
10  00 
15  25 

153  50 

25 

6  00 

78  81 
44  30 

32  30 
199  30 
167  65 

12  95 

67 

60 

8  00 

14  75 

2  75 

1  16 

5  32 

07  UO 

18  96 


17,307  31 


FROM  JULY  1.  1875,  TO  DECEMBER  1.  1^5. 


July  6 
July  6 
July  12 
July  21 
JulV  21 
JulV  21 
JulV  21 
July  21 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 

Aujr. 

Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug.  12 
Aug.  20 
Aug  2:^ 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  23 
Au)/.  23 
Aug.2;j 
Aug.  24 
Aug.  25 


J.  L.  Fairbanks  &.  Co , 

H.J.  Bullay , 

George  F.  Cutter , 

li.  Beall .• 

I  Adams  Express  Company , 

Kennebec  lee  Company 

I  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 

I  G.  F.  Hvde I 

I  W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co..* 

,  W.  P.  Clyde  &  Co 

I  C.  H.  Mallory  &  Co 

,  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company 

1  William  Dalzell , 

,  S.  H.  D.ivirt 

H.J.  Bullay 

1  W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co 

I  J.  C.  Keiiyon 

;  James  Henry 

I  Jackson  &  Co 

I  K.  E.  An.Hon 

H.  C.  Deming I 

Army  and  Navy  Journal } 

,  J.  C.  K«^nyon , 

L.  H.  Hopkins | 

W.  H.  Dempsey I 

I  R.  Beall I 

E.Reillv I 

J.H.Foster I 


Stationery 

Freight 

Exjjress  charges  . 

Envelopes 

Express  charges  . 

lee 

Telegrams 

Freight 

Stationery 

Freight 

....do 

do , 

do 

do 

do 
Stationer}', 
Freight 

do 
Express  charges 

Ice 

Stationery , 

Subscription 

Freight 

StewariPs  stores . , 

Stationery 

do 

Freight 

Statiouery 
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16  50 

108  75 

27  75 

3  75 

75 

5  85 
54 

6  30 
140  U5 

71  74 

129  06 

58  70 

8  51 

7  70 
60  19 

15  92 
6  40 

1,370  24 

1  75 

11  64 

51  50 

6  00 

35  07 

8  40 
103  50 

97  75 

16  30 
53  35 

^oogie 
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Date. 


1875. 


Name. 


Sept. 
S-pt. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept.U 


Get. 

1 

Oct. 

1 

Oct. 

I 

Oct. 

5 

Oct. 

8 

Oct. 

9 

Oct. 

9 

Oct. 

11 

Oct. 

13 

Oct- 

13 

Oct. 

14 

Oct. 

14 

Oct. 

19 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov. 

2 

Nov, 

G 

Nov. 

8 

Nov. 

10 

Nov. 

15 

Nov. 

15 

Nov. 

15 

J.  G.  Hodge  &Co 

Old  Doniiuion  Steamship  Company. 

W.  P.  Clyde  &  Co 

F.  Steiu 

Old  Dominion  Steamsbip  Company. 
J.  F.  Crown 


Sept.  11 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  13 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  20 
Sept.  22 


W.  H.  Dempsey 

R.  E.  Anson 

W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co 

W.  Cho:ite&  Co 

W.  H.  Dempsey 

W^8te^n  Union  Telegraph  Company. 
J.  F.  Crown 


J.  L,  Fairbanks  &  Co 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company 

AVul ton  Brothers 

J.  H.  Foster 

R.  Magee  &.  Son 

J.  B.  Lippiucott  &.  Co ,.., 

A.  Biirtis , 

.r   H.  Bnllay 

W.  H.  Dempsey , 

C.  R.  and  P.  Railroad 

Root,  Anthonv  &  Co 

J.  G.  Hodge  &  Co 

R.  E.  Anson 

E.  B.  I^wkins 

(t.  W.  Beaman 

Petns  Brothers 

W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co 

J.  F.  Crown 


Nature  of  service. 


F.V.  Walker 

West^^rn  Union  Telegraph  Company, 

Adams  Expresij  Company 

R.  Magee  «fe  Son 

JjickMon  &  Co 

E.  B.  Lookins 

.J.  H.  Howard 

W.  H.  Arthur  &  Co 

Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company . 


Total. 


Stationery 

Freight 

....do 

Stationery 

Freight 

Arranging  records  since  fire, 
(August.) 

Stationery 

Ice 


Stationery 

....do 

...do 

Telegrams 

Arranging  records  since  lire, 

(Septeuiber.) 

Stationery 

Freight 

Hosf-carriago 

Stationery * 

do 

....do 

Freight 

....do 

Stationery 

Fr-ight 

Stationery 

....do 

Ice 

...do 

Ferriage 

Coal 

Stationery 

Arranging  records  since  fire, 

(October.) 

Car-t  ickets 

Telegrams 

Expressage 

Stationerj' 

Expressage 

Ice 

Ste  ward^s  stores    

Stationery 

Freight 


Amount. 


$120  70 

21  00 
71  48 
44  00 

6  m 

75  00 

3.38  30 

12  75 
30  00 
18  98 

308  05 

8  77 

75  00 

167  75 
209  15 
125  00 

77  05 
.     112  17 

60  70 

42  6D 
85,3  63 
117  10 

13  19 
18  98 

190  7.'» 

22  W) 

21  90 
12  70 

43  50 
8  50 

75  00 

6  00 

50 

30 

107  77 

1  75 

22  50 
2, 345  00 

87  30 
98  85 


8,396  82 
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No.  8. — Abstract  of  vouchers  of  expenditures  under  cantingefnty  Naval  Academy, 

FROM  DECEMBER  1,  1874,  TO  JUNE  30,  1875. 


Xame. 


Adams  Express  Company 

Marvlatitl  bteamboatCompaoy. 

Wilfiam  L>add« 

Paymaster  S.  T.  Brown,  store- 
keeper. 


Philip  Bright    

Towuer,  James  &  Co 

Paj'master  S.  T.  Brown,  store- 
keeper. 

I.  Solomon  Sc  Sons 

S.  Edwards  &  Co 

Solomons  &  Chapman 

Cushings  &  Bailey 

G.  E.  Franklin 

do 

W.  H.  T.  Wilson  &  Son , 

W.  W.  Hendrickson , 

James  Brown * 

H.  McCusker , 

R.  Swann 

Adams  Express  Company 

Temporary  labor , 

Western  union  Telegraph  Co... 

Cushin^s  &  Bailej^ 

Annapolis  Water  Company 

Maryland  Steambuat  Company.. 


A.S.Barnes  &  Co. 

().  Diison  &Co 

Daniel  Canlk 


Hopkins  &  Holland 

Pitkin  &  Thomas 

R.  Swanu 

H.  McCnsker 

James  Brown 

Annapolis  Water  Company . . . 

J.S.  M.Basil 

J.  S.  M.  Basil  &  Parlett 

J.  M.  Ridont 

O.  E.  Franklin 

Adams  ExpreKs  Company 

William  Miuifee  &  Son    

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co. 

W.  J.  Fraziw 

J.  Thomas  &.  Son , 

R.  Swann 

C.  C.  Fulton  &  Son 

Towner,  James  &  Co 

Pitkin  &  Thomas 

J.S.M.Iiasil 

R.  Swann 

James  Brown 

H.  McCusker 

Annapolis  Water  Company . . . 

C.  C.  Coleman 

Adams  Express  Company 

L.  F.  Colton  &  Co 

W'estern  Union  Telegraph  Co. 

W".  O.  Bi<;elow,  postmaster 

C.  G.  Davidson  &  Co 

T.C.  Basshor&Co 

WiUiam  Dadds 

C.(>.  Zimmerman 

B"l  t^Gciodmau 

L.  U.  Tillotson 


J'^.Qneen  &  Co 

Rou  r>beck  &  Goeboler  

H.^*cCusker    

OwjTi^PH  Waters's  wharf 

J;^-  Richardson 

R'  55  'wan  u 

J*'r»  «s  Brown 

A'ltfc  apolis  Water  Company  . . . 

^&>   M.Basil  ....:.... 

Wll  lUm  Minifle  &  S<m 

"^•atern  Union  Telegrapn  Co. 


No. 


Nature  of  service. 


Freight  on  public  service 

Freijihl  on  Crovernmont  packages 

Repairing  chairs 

Books  for  department  ef  physics 

Books  for  department  of  mathematics  . 

Freiff h t  on  bricks 

Hardware  for  steam  department 

Text-books  for  department  of  English  . 


Damace  to  boat  by  steamer  Phlox 

Feed  for  Government  horses 

Stationery 

Books  for  department  of  seamanship... 

Hardware  and  snndries 

do 

Cooking  utensils 

Bi>oks  for  department  of  mathematics  . 

Cleaning  vaults 

Honse-ren  t 

Rent  for  bandsmen's  quarters 

Freight  on  public  service . .  .^. 

Extra  labor 

Dispatches  on  public  service 

Books  for  library 

Water   

Freight  on  Government  packages 


Crayons  for  black-boards 

Music  for  chapel 

Funeral  expenses  of  Commander  W.  B. 
Cuahiitg. 

Day-book  for  paymaster's  office 

Overcoats  for  oand 

Rent  for  bandsmen's  quarters 

House-rent 

Cleaning  vaults 

Water 

Feed  for  Government  horses 

Plaster.  &c 

Feed  for  Government  horses 

Hardware  and  sundries   

F^rei^ht  on  Government  packages 

Stationery 

Dispatches  on  public  service 

Grste-bars  for  steam-boilers 

Balls  for  bowling-alley 

Straw  for  Government  horses 

Subscription  to  Baltimore  American 

Cotton-waste  

Overcoats  for  band 

Feed  for  Government  horses 

Rent  for  bandsmen's  quarters 

Cleaning  vaults 

House-rent 

Water. 

Wharfage  fer  steamer  Phlox  in  Baltimore 

Freight  on  Government  packages 

Printing  Academy  directory , 

Dispatches  on  puGlic  service 

Postage 

Gas  and  water-closet  fixtures 


Iron  pipe 

Freight   

Repairing  instruments  for  band 

Chemicals  for  phijosophical  department. .. 
Electric  apparatus  for  philosophical  de- 
partment 
Chemicals  for  philosophical  department. .. 

do 

Honse-rent 

Wharfage  for  steamer  Phlox  in  Baltimore. 

Repairing  bandsmen's  uniforms 

Rent  for  bandsmen's  quarters 

Cleaning  vaults 

Water 

Feed  for  Government  horses 

Stationery 

Dispatches  on  public  service g.    ^^ 
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Amount. 


138  75 

8  46 
S74 

27  39 

5  53 

18  00 
73  14 

9  03 

35  OO 
95  84 

371  10 

6  00 

36  70 
8  00 

5  11 
SS  83 
40  00 
15  00 

216  00 

8  85 
304  CO 

15  53 

279  98 

764  68 

2  10 

13  00 

9  87 

11  00 

4  50 
119  50 
213  86 

15  00 

40  00 

912  30 

2  60 

12  85 
60  00 
25  24 
10  35 

6  05 

5  13 
50  00 
32  10 
10  45 
10  00 

4  SO 

12  75 
10  00 

206  93 
40  00 
15  00 

822  43 
9  OO 
31  03 

13  00 

7  43 
1  59 

77  05 
12  10 

1  00 
34  55 

7  20 

19  00 


3  36 

1  20 
15  00 

6  00 

14  06 

'iO'2  66 

40  00 

880  74 

24  75 

3  75 
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Date. 


May 


1874. 

Mar.  31 
31 
31 

April  12 
2-2 

aj 

17 
17 
'24 
i23 
30 
'28 
3U 
3U 
30 
SO 
3f) 
30 
30 
30 
30 
SO 
30 
IJ 
2-2 
Jl 
IH 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
June  3 
10 
S9 

ti 
10 

7 
10 
21 
15 
14 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
.10 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 


Name. 


W.  O.  Bigelow,  pnntroaster 

AdaiiiH  E\pre8«  Company 

Murylttud  Steam tioat  Company. 

John  Brtnrn 

L.  Bradley 

R.ihrbeck  &Goebeler 

A.  G  Caldwell 

L.il.Kfhii 

\Vatt»  &.Co 

I.  X.  Kirhtinlaun 

Miner  &  Sluveiie  . : 

T.  C.  B.iHSbor  &  Co 

R  Swann 

H.  McCusker 

JanieH  Brown 

L.  Kimball. 

Annapolis  Water  Companv 

G.  E.  Franklin .* 

J.  S.  M.  Ba»il 

Actanis  Exprt>Ha  Company 

(t.  a ndre  &  Co 

William  Dadda 

W»'8tern  Union  Telegraph  Co.  .- 

John  H<^nde^tK|a 

J.  T.  E.  Hyde  &  Son 

IVinporary  roll 

C.  i ).  Fulton  &  Sou 

Old  Colony  Steamboat  Company 

J.  S  M.  B<uiil 

K.  Swann 

Annapolis  Water  Company  .... 

JamL'8  Brown 

H.  McCusker 

C.  Zimmerman 

Wotttern  Union  TL-legraph  Co. .. 

Tenipornry  roll 

Adams  Express  Company 

G.  A.Uall 

L.  Joues 

W.J.  Frazier 

R.   W.Tate 

I4.  Phillips 

G.  P.  Messick 

Maryland  Steamboat  Company*  . 

E.orc.Ord 

I.  N.  Richardson 

C.  E.  Speddon 

O.  H.  Tittanv 

W.  E.  Potter 

J.  G.  James 

Roliert  Pettit 

E.  S.  Carr.. 

A.  M.  Gow 

Hill  6c  Goodman 

Jumi'H  Bwwn 

U.  McCusker 

R.  Swann 

Anna|Mdis  Water  Company 

W.O  BiKelow 

Western  Union  Tele^rrapb  Co  .. 

AdaniH  Express  Company 

G.  C.  Hicks  &  Co 

W.  U.  F.  Wilmm  &  Son  

William  Dadds 

Huntly  &.  Rullmau 

R.  Swann 

E.  Whitman  &.  Sons 

J.  Turnbull.jjr.  \:  Co...*. 

G.  E.  Franklin 

L.  G.  Gassaway 

R.  Swann 

E.  Johnson 

R.  HoJland 

O.  Duker  &Co 


No. 


Natare  of  service. 


137 

140 

141 
3 
ti 
7 
9 

1-2 

20 

21 

25 

2(i 

38 

29 

30 

37 

39 

40 

41 

40 

47 

4H 

49  I 

54  ! 

55 

59 

64 

69 

76 

87 

fSH 

89 

90 

94 

96  , 

97  ' 
98 

104 
105 
lOti 
107 
110 
117 
118 

J '27  : 

119  I 

1-28  I 

129  ! 

130  I 
131 
134 
135 
136  , 
137 

138  ' 

139  I 
146 
159 
16f, 
1G2 
165  I 
lt>6  I 
176 
177  '• 
179  I 
180 
HI   I 
182 

i8;<  ! 

185 

186  I 

187  ] 
1H9  I 


Postaee 

Freight  on  Government  packages 

do 

Oyster-shells 

Philosophical  instrnments 

do 

Recovering  body  of  drowned  cadet 

Crape  for  drapiiig  colors 

ChfUiicals    

Repairing  bandsmen's  uniforms 

Waxon-sprinj; 

Hardware.  &o 

Rent  for  baudsmen'sqnartere 

House-rent 

Cleaning  vanlts 

Baltimore  directory 

Wat«'r 

Hardware  and  sundries  

Feed  lor  Government  horses 

Freight  on  Government  packages 

Music  fur  band 

Freijiht  on  Government  packages    

Dispatches  on  public  service  

Wharfage  tor  steamer  Phlox  in  Baltimore 

Oil  for  baud 

Extra  labor 

Advertising  for  *'  proposals  for  coal  " 

Frei'jht  on  Gttverumeut  packages 

Feen  lor  Government  horses 

Rent  lor  bandsmen's  quarters 

WaU'r 

Cleaning  vaults 

Rent  of  house 

Repairing  instruments  for  band 

Dispatches  on  public  service 

Extra  labor .• 

Freight  on  Government  packages 

C(dui-s  fur  b.ittaliou 

W  harfage  for  steamer  in  Baltimore 

Gas-holder 

Feed  for  Government  horses 

(travel 

Fire- wood 

Freight  on  Govorninent  packages 

Expenses  of  member  of  board  of  visitors. 

l^ip^iiriiig  bandsmen's  nni.orm 

Fire- wood 

Expenses  of  member  of  board  of  visitors, 
do 


Amonnt. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do  . 


Chemicals  for  philosophical  department. . 

Cleaning  vaults 

House- rent 

Rent  for  bandsmen's  quarters 

Water 

Postage 


Dispatches  on  public  service  . 
BYeig" 


ight  ou  Guverument  packages  . 

Fire-brick    

Hardware,  &c 

Ref lairing  chairs 

<*heniicals 

Freight  and  sand 

Cultivator 

Matting .■ 

Hanlware,  Ac 

Phihisophical  apparatus 

£x{)eiisea  of  board  of  visitors 

Cartage 

Cleaning  bricks 

Lumber 


I 


14  49 

23  54 

90. 

3  .■>9 

240  00 

3  90 

10  00 

1  30 

15  30 

4  70 

10  00 

4  10 

216  00 

15  00 

40  CO 

4  00 

e0J28 

41  6& 

52  50 

7  10 

21  10 

2  SO 

16  92 

5  50 

11  25 

70  40 

14  .'lO 

1  32 

49  25 

216  00 

680  34 

40  00 

15  00 

4  00 

5-23 

139  50 

3.)  35 

27  56 

3  00 

525  00 

98  25 

129  60 

127  50 

17  55 

148  .*» 

15  96 

61  50 

89  00 

26  00 

185  00 

9  00 

390  00 

53  to 

3H  2ti 

40  00 

15  UO 

208  00 

665  06 

5  67 

23  22* 

21  00 

30  00 

14  75 

1  70 

10  00 

294  10 

8S0 

958  58 

56  57 

267  42 

1,07-2  72 

38  40 

12  &!» 

80  38 
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No.  S.^Ab8traci  of  vouchers  of  expenditures  under  coniingentf  yaval  Academy — Continued. 
FROM  JVLY  1  TO  NOVEMBER  30,  1875,  INCLUSIVE. 


Date. 


Name. 


Iti73.     I 
July  10 
1-2 

31  I 

U   , 
31 
16  I 
31 
31  , 
31  I 

31  I 

31  , 
31 

31  ' 

31  I 
31 

31  ; 

31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
9 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
2(> 
24 

a. 

25 
26 
25 
26 


Aug. 


31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 

Sept.  10 


Edward  Johnson 

T.C.  Basaher  &Co 

P.Bricht 

W.J.  Frazler 

BG.Perrv 

William  fa.vlor 

Saoiucl  Kobinson 

M.  A.  Aii<!liin 

fl.W.  Webb&  Sou 

W.F.Supple&  Co 

Thomson,  Lilly  &  Co 

Ed.  Kahler 

D.  Van  Noatrand 

Cashioss  &  Bailey 

Tice&  Lynch,  agenta 

do 

Edward  Johnaoii 

Jamoa  Brown 

W.  IL  F.  Wilaon  &  Sou 

J.  L.  Haya 

B.G.  Peiry 

Jaiuea  Brown 

R  •Swann 

n.McCaaker 

Anuapolia  Wator  Company 

Temporary  laltor 

J.  AV.  Queen  &  Co 

C.T.H»rri8  

Magne  &  Chapman 

<J.  C.  Hieka  &  Co 

H.  n.  GrK)dm;in    

Baker  BruA.  &  Co 

G.E.Franklin 

Adams  Express  Company 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co . . . 
Ed.  Johnson 

D.  J.  Landers .•-. 

W.V.Taylor 

T.  C.  Baasher  &  Co 

do 

J.  M.  Donnell  &  Co 

H.C.  Larraboe  &  Co 

Burns  d&  Sloan 

W.  F.  Supplee  &  Co 

W.Miuifle  &  Son 

J.  U.  Thomas 

J  S.M.  Basil 

Baker  Broa.  &  Co 

H.  &  W.  H.  Cathcart 

A.Schamacher  &  Co 

25  /  G.  C.  Hicks  &  Co 

25  /  C.r.  Davidson  &  Co 

2P    Gibson  &  Kirk 

.^    G.  W.Tavh.r  &Co 

Zf  /  W'h^elwii^ht,  Madge  &  Co 

ix     S'^^«"ann 

^W  U.  ^aicCusker 

^.  \  .Uxmetj  Brown  

**  \^«  'l-\   Browne,  paymaster   and 
_,  ;  „»^orekeeper. 

31  I  Handy  &  R4.llmin 

•"  ,  A  nnapolis  Water  Company   ... 

Graham.  Emien  &  Paasmore 

Baker  Bros.  &  Co 

E,  Johnson 

jJL.  M.  Basil 

5;E-  Franklin 

y^.  a.  P.  Wilacra  &  Son 

J-  L-  M.  Basil  &  Parlett 

A.  Sehnmacher  Ac  Cu 

V  f'  Diggs,  agent 

J-L    Havs 

JJ.f-.Kent 

^■«* -Frazior 

Y 'f*'t»rn  Union  Telegraph  Co. . . 

AmL»ns  Exprena  Coropauy 

^'''  Hicks  &  Co.... 


No. 


G.C, 


2 
8 
11 
13 
15 
16 
18 
22 
27 
2d 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
36 
37 
38 
59 
60 
62 
63 
64 
65 
72 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
89 
90 
94 
95 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
104 
105 
108 
;09 
110 
111 
112 
113 

114 
119 
120 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
131 

134 
135 
138 
1.39 
140 
141 
142 
14) 
144 
145 
146 
186 
188 
191 
196 
197 
202 


Nature  of  service. 


Hauling  and  discharging  ooal 

Pipe,  hardware,  &c 

Freight  on  brick  and  aaud 

CaHlinga 

Cat  I'iagp-hire  in  Baltimore  on  public  service 
Expenses  in  BaUimore  on  public  service  .. 

Cleaning  old  bricka 

Pc^rtodicala  for  library 

Nails 

Brushes,  (paint) 

do 

Examining  instruments 

Books  for  ribrar5' 

do 

Books  for  mathematical  department 

Books  for  library 

Hauling  and  discharging  coal  and  dirt 

do 

Kitchen  sundries  for  nieas-hall 

Rep^ring  barneaa '. 

Hurfte  collar 

Cleaning  vaults ^ 

Rent  for  bandamen's  quarters 

Kent  for  foreman  gaa- works 

Wat«r 

Extra  labor 

1  ctiae  philosophical  instrumenta 

Repairing  chairs 

Chair.-* 

Terra-cotta  pipe,  &c 

Acid 

Paints,  oils,  &c 

Hardware  and  sundries 

F'reight  on  Government  property 

Public  service  dispatches 

Hauling  and  discharging  coal  and  dirt 

Freight  on  bricks  and  hauling  sand 

Making  wasliHtands 

Door-aill,  hardware,  freight,  &c 

Pipe,  hardware,  &c 

Repairs  of  b  >iler 

Iron  columns,  caps,  and  platea 

Lumber 

Paint-brushes,  &c  

Repairing  drawing-instruments 

Tar. 


Oats  and  bran 

Glass,  paints,  and  oil 

Varnish,  &c  , 

P'reight  and  chargea  on  philosophical  in- 
strumenta. 

Terracotta  pipe,  elbows,  &c 

Cast  iron,  teea  and  ells 

Hardware 

Material  for  i*epairing  chairs,  &.o 

Stationery,  &c 

LtMither  work  for  coach 

Rent  for  handsmen's  quarters 

Rent  for  foreman  gas-  works,  Jtc 

(Heaning  vaults 

Stationery,  «kc 


Shellac,  &o 

Water 

Materials  for  repairs  of  mower 

Oil  and  glass , 

Hauling  and  discharging  coal 

Feed 

Hardware,  &c  

Castings,  fire-brick,  Sec 

Lumber,  cement,  &,c 

Frei  sjh  t 

Anthracite  coal 

Repairs  of  harness 

Oata 

Plates  and  guards  

Public  service  dispatches  

Freight  on  Government  property 

Pipe,  elbows,  &.C.,  ( terra-cotta) . .  *. 

Digitized  by 


Araonnt. 


$363  24 
435  29 

143  va 

83  GO 

3  50 

4  50 

3  68 
91  50 
35  15 

21  25 

9  50 

12  00 

78  39 
106  21 

15  01 

79  m 
262  90 

13  80 
305  ,'>5 

4  50 

4  50 
40  00 

200  00 

15  00 
220  15 

1, 328  37 

22  50 
19  50 
78  00 

35  44 
3  flO 

452  62 
47  04 
43  94 

16  15 
418  56 
816  64 

36  00 
28  25 

249  84 

25  70 

36  91 

119  ?S 

31  50 

3  50 

18  00 

58  50 

145  99 

3  95 

6  97 

101  30 

21  05 
124  04 

31  75 

10  58 

2  75 
200  00 

15  UO 
40  00 

3  46 

17  75 
110  49 

5  60 
47  12 

213  84 

22  20 

84  02 
35  98 

162  98 

16  02 
1, 938  24 

1  00 
49  50 

6  00 

17  82 
87  93 
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No.  S.— Abstract  of  vouchers  of  expenditures  under  contingent,  Naval  Academy — ConUnue«l. 


Date. 


1875. 

Sunt  13 

13 

11 

16 

16 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
8-2 
17 
17 
17 
30 


29 
iW 
30 
29 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

30 

3U 
30 
30 
30 

30 
30 
30 
30 

30 

30 

6 

6 

6 

13 

13 

16 

13 

13 

13 
13 

13 
14 
14 

16 
IS 
IB 
Id 

le 

16 
86 
27 
87 

89 
30 
30 
31 
31 
31 
30 


Oct 


Name. 


New  Knsland  Glasii  Company  . 

L.  (J.  Tilh)lsou  A:  Co 

Adaiua  Express  Company 

Paymaster  8.  T.  Browue,  etoi^e- 
keei>«r. 

A.  Scbmuacher  A  Co 

J.M.  Donncll  &  Co 

K  C.  Baasher  &  Co 

Gr.  W.  Starr  &  Sou 

Marshall  Sl  Brady 

T.  C.  Baasher  &  Co 

Baker  Brothera  &  Co 

J.  E.  Morse 

G.E.  FiunkUn 

Ed.Kabler 

J.D.Bi-nuett 

Grat  Faethe.  Gevenkort 

L.  T.  Browne,  paymaster 

J.  C.  Schuotei 

Jami*t<  Ilopkioa 

G.  JS.  POtoe  &  Co 

G.C.liicka  &  Co 

JIaudy  «9ic  KuUmau 

C.  C.  Coleman 

T.  Mourou 

llaudy  Sl  KuUmaa 

T.  C.  Baaaber  &  Co 

C.  T.  Harris 

J.  Brown*. 

II.  McCiisker 

K.  Swann 

AunapoliM  Water  Company 

Basil  du  Pa rlett  

W.  U.  F.  Wilson  &  Son 


No. 


G.K.  Franklin 

M.  WattMm 

N.  H.  Eil^erton 

WatujJicCo 

W.  H.  Uayaee,  agent . 


L.  G.  Giiasaway 

do 

do 

Paymaster  S.  T.  Browne,  store- 
keeper. 

Towiit'r.  James  dc  Co 

W.  W.  Hendrickstm 

Adams  Express  Company 

J.  H.  Vjiusant 

Weateru  Union  Telegraph  Co... 

T.  C.  Bassher  &.  Co 

Towner,  Jamee  dt  Co 

S.  Child  &  Co 

Scribner  A  Co 

S.  T.  Browne,  paymaster  and 
storekeeper. 

, do 

do 

do 

Tbomseu,  Lilly  &  Co 

H.H.Nichols 

Fielding  II.  Lucas 

Hopkins  Sl  Sons 

W.  H.  F.  Wilson  &  Son 

Cusbin^s  &.  Bailey 

J.T.  KHyde.jr , 

J.  Pettibone 

Towner,  James  dt  Co 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

C.  J.  Stewai-t  &  Sons 


Tice  St,  Lynch,  agents.. 

J.  H.  Vansant , 

Scribner  6l  Co 

R.Swanu 

James  Brown 

H.  McCuster  

W.  H.F.  Wilson  &  Son. 


Nature  of  service. 


I  Amount 


202  Philosophical  apparatus 

203  Elnctric  bells  and  apparatus 

208  I  Freiyht  on  Government  property 

209  Tex^ books  for  department  of  English... 


210 
213 
214 
215 
217 
219 

222 
223 
224 
2:^2 
233 
237 
23d 
241 
249 
230 
251 
252 
253 
255 
258 
259 
260 
261 
266 
267 
268 


Implements  for  department  of  mathematics' 

Frrigbt 

Iron 

Pipe,  elbows,  &0.,  (gas) 

PUstering 

Aniflcial  stone 

Caatinga.  fittings,  &c 

Painta,  glass,  &^c 

Salvage  on  Government  lighter 

Brooms,  &c.,  brush,  buckets,  and  tacks 

Ilepairing  iustruraeuts I 

Wood I 

'  Material  for  repairs  of  carrisge i 

j  Text-books  for  department  seamanship. . . 

Boxing-gloves  for  gymnasium 

I  Pai  u  t- brushes ' 

I  Bricks I 

*  Terra-ootta  pipe  and  elbows 

Gold-leaf,  alcohol,  and  shellac 

W^harfage  in  Baltimore,  Md I 

Material  for  repairs  of  furniture < 

Alcohcd  and  shellac 

Hair-felting,  water-gauge  glasses,  &c I 

Kepairing  chair-seats i 

i  Cleaning  vaults ' 

'  Ren  t  for  foreman  gas-works ' 

Kent  for  bandsmen's  quarters  

Water ■ 

Lumber,  lime,  &c 

Charcoal  and  material  for  repairs  of  mess- 
hall  and  kitchen  furniture.  ' 

Hardware,  &c 

Repairing  carpet i 

Repairing  manometer I 

Wire ' 

Appleton's  Encyclopaedia  for  Naval  Acad- 
emy library.  I 

Philosophical  instruments 

Foils,  sabeia.  &c 

Philosophical  instruments 

Sheeting 

Hardware,  &c 

Examination  cards 

Freight  of  Government  property 

do 

Public  service  dispatches 

Globe-valves,  tees,  &c 

Hardware,  &o 

Refrigerators   

Stationery  for  superintendent's  office 

Books  for  department  mathematics 

Books  foTdepartment  English 

Books  for  department  astronomy 

Books  for  depanmeot  physics 

Brushes  for  kalsomining 

Engraving  11  diagrams  on  wood 

Type  and  case 

Paper-  fi  lea  

Roofing,  tin,  solder,  labor,  ite 

Stationery  Cor  paymaster's  office 

.'lO  gallons  kerosene-oil 

Freight 

Rotten-stone  and  antimony 

Stationery 

Hanging  bells  in  superintendent's  quar- 
ters, dec 

Books  for  library 

Freight  

Dispatch-box  superintendent's  office 

Rent  for  baudhmen's  quarters , 

Cleaning  vaulta 

Ren t  for  foreman  of  gas-  works 

Grates,  sheet-iron,  charcoal,  Sui   


161  !)0 

82  90 

54  13 

9  10 

93  67 

3  60 

31  36 

106  71 

51  t)0 

194  00 

42  01 

813  56 

25  00 

167  63 

223  00 

18<J  8d 

30  00 

13  36 

62  UO 

9  60 

120  00 

11  63 

19  48 

600 

10  00 

4  30 

51  28 

2  60 

35  00 

15  00 

184  00 

312  UO 

144  27 

58  54 

119  13 
5  00 
1  25 
5  90 

4  55 

191  78 

200  35 

47  18 

5  H) 

80  01 

10  m 
92  56 
19  50 

53  70 
27  77 
15  87 
36  00 
21  10 
86  40 

83  48 

11  96 
80  63 
19  00 
15  00 

54  II 
4  75 

102  71 

14  25 

12  50 
1  35 
3  00 

339  65 
76  50 

554  38 

35  50 

700 

189  96 
35  00 

15  00 
83  81 
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No.  9.'—Ah9tract  of  vouchers  of  expenditures  under  contingent^  Naval  Academy — ContiDuad. 


Dat«. 


Name. 


1875. 
Oct.  30 
30 
31 
30 
30 

30 
M 
3U 
30 
30 
30 
2»jv.    9 

lu 

13 
Vi 
16 
Vi 
11 
lj» 
VJ 
19 
30 

:w 

30 
30 

:m 

30 

:w 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
3f» 
30 
30 

;» 

30 


I 

30 ; 

30  '. 


\nniipolis  Water  Company 

J.L.M.  Basil 

Temporary  labor 

G.E.Franklin 

Payiuaater  S.  T.  Browne,  store* 

k<*eper. 

C.T.  Harris 

Otto  Lutro 

T.J.Hall    

O.  Lnppar  &  Co    

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co. . . 

J.H.VanSant 

EiL  Tenkius  &.  Sous 

Tice  &  Lvnob  

£4i.  ECabler 

Owneni  of  Watem's  Wliarf 

BoHton  Baltlnft  Company 

J.  M.  Donnell  &  Co 

J.  L.  flays 

Tice  &  Lynch  

E.  P.  Dut'ton  &  Co 

E.H.SinttU    

C.  6.  Zimmerman 

Paymaster  S.  T,  Browne 

J.LM.  Basil ; 

R.  Sivann    

H.McCasker 

A.  Meyett 

Annapolis  Water  Compauy 

A.M.Clnpp •.... 

J.L.M.  Basil 

Basil  &  Parlett 

W.  e.  F.  Wilson  &  Son 

C.  Zimmerman 

G.  E.  Krauklin 

H  L.Ridmit'. 

H.  H.  Goml<nan 

Western  Union  Tele;n^ph  Co 

Adams  Express  Company 

.r.B.  Matthews 

Paymaster  S.  T.  Browne,  store- 

ket'per. 


.do... 
Total. 


No. 


Natnre  of  service. 


113  Water....  

114  Feed 

117  I  Extra  labor 

118  Hardware  

120  I  Instruments  for  department  matbamotics 


121  I 

122  , 
123 
127 
135  I 
13C 
l.'<9 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
147 
1(>4 
172 
173 
174 
180 
IW 
184 
183 
186 
187 
200 
20t 
202 
206 
209 
210 
212 
213 
232 
227 
328 
232 

3:i3 
834 


Repairln  g  chair-seats 

Music  

StrioKS,  ice,  for  mnsical  instruments 

Clothes-dryer 

Public  service  dispatches 

Freielit  on  Government  property 

Car^ hubs,  &c 

Fn-ight 

Moiiutinji;  micrometer-wires 

Wbarfagp  in  Baltimore.  Md 

Robber  tubing  and  stopples 

Iron  rivets.  &c 

Repairs  of  harness 

Books  for  libiary 

B(K)ks  for  choir 

Flexible  tnbrs.  ffas-fixtares.  Sec 

Repairing  muttical  Instruments 

Books  lor  department  of  seamanship 

Feed 

Rent  for  bandmen's  quarters 

Rent  for  foreman  j^as- works 

Cleaning  vaults 

Water » 

Congressional  Globe  for  library 

Feed 

Lumber,  lime,  cement,  &o 

Hardware 

Repairs  of  musical  iustrnments 

Hardware 

Hay    

Aeid,  &c 

PuUlic  service  diApatchen 

Freiifht  on  Government  property 

Repairing  organ ' 

Books  for  department  of  steam-enginery 

Books  for  department  of  mathematics 

Drawing  instruments  


Amount. 


1576  93 
167  ri9 
169  00 
e.-s  36 

17  70 

7  80 

5  r>o 

48  !>ti 
7  .-SO 
9  44 

83  liTi 

10  'X^ 
'  t*   32 

5  30 

18  IM) 
27  n 
47  70 

3  v.-i 
404  14 

11  74 

6  24 

4  00 

5  82 
56  2.' 

184  00 
15  00 

30  00 
762  03 

10  no 

31  32 

76  20 
64  27 

I  50 

77  34 
121  t:» 

5  24: 

5  22 
77  34 

6  5U 
64  9? 

IS  10 
4  U 


No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  aceount  of  contingencies^ 

Marine  Corps. 


FROM  DECEMBER  1,  1874,  TO  JUNE  30,  1675. 


Name. 


Sertft.  Jumes  Clegc 

8.  McLeun 

David  Suowdon 

Gould  A,  Co 

Adam8  Express  CoinpaDy  . 

SmetsEer  &  t?lark 

N.  F.  Mathes  &  Co  ..^... 

J.H.FoBter 

S<;rgt.  J.  Darling 

PbUadelpIiia  Gas- Works  . . 

Sergf.  F.Groll 

Charles  G.  Ball 

B.Reiley 

Jkrgt.  W.  Scandrett 

George  E.  Franklin 

H.  Ex.  61 4 


Object  of  expenditure. 


I 


Amount. 


Traveling  expenses 

Labor,  Washington 

do 

Farnitnre,  Philadelphia 

Freight,  Washington j 

Sundries,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

....do 

Stationery,  Portsmouth,  N.  H ■ 

Sundries,  Portsmouth,  N\  H 

Gas,  Philadelphia ' 

Sundries,  BoHton ■ 

Repairing  grates,  Washiugt'On , 

Labor,  Philadelphia | 

Traveling  expenses 

Brooms,  Annapolis | 
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No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  contingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — CoDtinued. 


Name. 


Oeorce  A.  Jones 

Per-diern  roll,  headqnarters 

CharleH  Miller 

P.McElroy 

E.  D.  Irony 

Joseph  Hogan 

Baxter  Brothers 

T.F.Bradley 

S.  M.  McCandless 

Thomas  S  dleman 

Alexander  Glenney 

Sergt.  J.  Durling 


Per-diein  roll,  marine  band  . 

Sergt.  H.  Ulean 

^    Do 

Steiiimetz  Brothers    . . : 

Barrows,  Ladery  &  Co 

Sergf.  F.  GroU 

Alexander  LcUer 

George  F.  Gale  &  Co 

William  Stone.  1 

Richard  McGee 

Do 

William  F.  McLennan 

C.  Burrichter 

George  E.  W  heeler 

Wilson  Brothers 

Robert  Pepper 

B.  Langley 

C.  McK.  Oerting 

A.  P.  Wendall  &  Co 

A.F.  Wilson 

N.  F.  Mathes  &  Co 

Daniel  Mclntire 

J.  C.  Fiffany 

A.  H.  Stevens  &  Co 

Cook,  Rymes&  Co 

F.  A.Titus 

Do 

Charlestown  Gas  Company. 

John  Mnllett 

A.  E.  Cutler  &  Co 

Samuel  Knight 

Mystic  Water  Board 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

Adams  Express  Company  . . 

Nelson  Brown 

Andrew  Burgess 

Charles  Suskey 

Do 

Do 

MaJ.  James  Lewis 

R.  G.  Hume  &  Bro 

Roach  &,  Cavendy 

James  Nnttall 

Daniel  Hussey 

8.  E.  Hutchins 


Brookl^^n  Gas-Light  Company. 

R.  G.  Hume  &  Bro 

Ray  Brothers 


Object  of  expenditure. 


Sundries,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Com.  quarters,  Washington 

Stationery,  Mare  Island  .. . 

Apprehendin^rdeserter^Mare  Island 

Stationery,  Philadelphia 

Hardware,  Philadelphia 

Sundries,  Philadelphia 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

Straps,  Philadelphia 

Packiug-boxes,  Philadelphia 

Apprehending  deserters.  Ports- 
month,  N.H. 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Com.  quarters,  New  York 

Per  diem,  Mew  York 

Brushes,  Philadelphia 

Grates,  Philadelphia 

Apprehending  deserters,  Boston . . . 

Sundries,  Philadelphia 

Brooms,  Philadelphia 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

Stationery,  Philadelphia 

do 

Straw,  Philadelphia 

Sundries,  Philadelphia 

Straw,  New  York « 

Sundries,  Norfolk 

Straw,  Pensacola 

Sundries,  Pensacola 

....do 

Sundries,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Straw,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Sundries,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Toll,  Portsmouth,  N.H 

Oil,  Portsmouth,  N.H 

Repairing  stoves,  Boston 

....do  .*. 

Repairing  water-fixtures,  Boston . 

—  do 

Gas,  Boston 

Oil,  &c.,  Boston 

Stationery,  Boston 

Straw,  Boiston 

Water,  Boston 

Stationery,  Washington 

Freight,  Washington 

Straw,  Washington 

Labor,  Washington 

Cartage,  Washington 

do 

...do 

Ferriage,  Norfolk 

Stationery,  Norfolk 

Repairing  stoves,  Norfolk 

Plumbing,  Washington 

Shoeing  horses,  Mfire  Island 

Apprehending  deserters,  Mare  Is- 
land. 

Gas,  New  York 

Stationery,  Norfolk 

Boiler,  New  York 


Amount. 
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No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  contingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — Continued. 


Name. 


Object  of  expenditure. 


AmonDt. 


Rav,  Forder  SlCo 

J.  H.  &  W.  R.  Cosgrove 

Charles  Miller 

Per-di«>iii  roll,  headquarters  ...* 

Bernard  Reiley 

Alexander  Glenney 

Ray,  Forder  &  Co 

Gforge  A.  Jones 

H.  McNamara 

Adams  Express  Company 

Patrick  CaiT 

Nassan  Water  Department 

Brooklyn  Gas-Light  Company 

Captain  Lowry 

William  O.  Pettit 

Theodore  O'Neil 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company 

Lient.  W.  J.  McDonald 

John  Ferris 

Charles  Miller 

Per-diem  roll,  headquarters 

James  Nuttall 

Brooklyn  Gas-Light  Company 

E.  C.  Spinney 

J.  H.  Foster 

N.  F.  Matbes&Co 

Dearborn  &  Co 

W.  S.  Mitchell  &  Co 

Wiisbington  Gas  Light  Company. 

Adams  Express  Company 

Trustees  Philadelphia  Gas- Works. 

George  H.  Gaddis 

Sergt.  F.  Groll 

F.  §.  Hill 

G.H.Creed 

Ray  Forder  &  Co 

Do 

Do 

Do 

M.  Xevins 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Nassaa  Water  Department 

Stewart  &.  Co 

Stewart,  Sn tphen  &  Co 

H.  Williams 

Brooklyn  Gas-Light  Company 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

P.McElroy 

Do 

M.  L.  Kelley  ife  Co 

P.R.Walsh  &Co 

P.  McElroy 

Stewart,  Sntphen  &  Co 

C.  H.  Menduni  &  Co 

Roach  &  Cavendy 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 


Repairing  stovi's.  New  York 

Nails,  &c.,  New  York 

Com.  qnarters,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Labor,  Philadelphia 

Boxes,  Philadelphia 

Repairing  range,  New  York 

Sundries,  Washington 

Repairing  sewer,  New  York 

Freight,  WaBhingt<m 

Repairing  stoves,  Boston 

Water.N.  Y 

Gas,  New  York 

Sundries,  New  York 

Bowls,  New  York 

Fu  n  eral  ex  penses,  Pb  i  ladelph  ia . . . 

Gas,  Washington 

Traveling  troops 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

Com.  qnarters,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Plumbing,  Washington T 

Gas,  New  York 

Scavengering,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.. 

Stationery,  Portsmouth.  N.  H 

Sundries,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

...do 

Oil-cloth,  Washington 

Gas,  Washington 

Freight,  Washington 

Gas,  Philadelphia 

Straw,  Washington 

Apprehending  deserter,  Boston... 

Straw,  Annapolis 

Repairing  range.  New  York..  .>.,. 

Repairing  stoves.  New  York 

....do 

....do 

...do 

Stationery,  New  York 

do 

...do 

...do 

Water 

Carpets 

Brooms 

Gas 

....do 


.do 

.do 

.do 

do 


Stationery,  Mare  Island 

...do  - 

Brooms,  Mare  Island 

Nails,  &.G.,  Mare  Island 

Stationery,  Mare  Island 

Carpets,  New  York 

Carpets,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Gas  fixtures,  Norfolk 

Stationery,  Washington  ■ 


Digitized  by 


$10^0 
10  30 
10  00 

18  20 

45  50 
76  30 

9  40 

23  45 

a5  00 

6  25 

35  00 

262  71 

1H3  00 

61  90 

9  60 

15  00 

305  20 

1  40 
9  00 

10  00 
23  10 

3  50 
80  40 
30  00 
12  87 

6  35 
28  15 

19  00 
73  9» 

2  50 
63  25 
12  22 
44  00 

11  25 
10  00 
19  92 
99  15 
54  85 
89  00 
40  60 
54  98 

46  40 
87  26 

126  69 

748  75 

145  12 

82  92 

112  80 

220  20 

161  40 

186  90 

144  90 

133  HO 

9  83 

5  50 

35  05 

23  08 

3  67 
270  56 
250  63 
140  00 

12  66 
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No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  an  aoeount  of  cfyntingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — Goutiuaed. 


Name. 


Object  of  exi>eijditnre. 


I  AniouDt. 


H.  Williams 

Rav,  Forder  &  Co 

J.  H.  &  W.  R.  CoBgrove 

William   Dnip«r 

WaiiitM'  &.  Haight .^. 

Patrick  Haiuett ..*. 

H.  McNaniara 

George  S.  Little,  M.  D 

Warner  &  Haight 

Serjrt.  William  Scandett 

C.  W.  Srlioenck 

H.  D.  Col« ^. 

H.  O.  Towles 

Hi'iiry  L.  Sbepard  &  Co 4. 

W^ariu'r  At  Haight 

H.   McNaiiiara - . 

George  B.  Blizard .*. 


H.  Willinms 

George  DaiBon 

George  A.  Jcines 

Do ,i 

H.  MeNaniara 

Per-dieui  roll,  marine  band  . 
Per-diem  roll,  heailquarters. 

Cbnrles  Miller 

James  Hogan 

T.  F.  Bradley 

Tbotiins  Bidlemau 

J.  B.  Baxter,  sr 

Michael  Walhb 

8.  McCandleas 

Ray.  Forder  &  Co 

William  Stone 

George  E.  Wheeler 

8ergt.  J.  Durling 


Sergt,  H.  Ulean 

Do 

Georgt-  E.  Franklin 

A..E  Cutter  &  Co 

J.  H.  FoHter 

E.  C.  Spinney 

N.  F.  MatheM  &  Co 

Reider  &  Cotton 

.John  Mnlle>t 

My»tic  Water  Board 

CliJirlestown  Gaa  Company 

H.  G.  Waldron 

F.  A.  Titus 

Saimjel  Knight 

Cook',  Rynes  &  Co 

A.  E.  Cutter  &  Co 

Jame^i  Green 

Sergt.  F.  GroU 

Charb'8  Subkey '.. 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company. 

George  CummingB 

William  Ballenty ne 

Do 

Edwaid  Dunn 

Charles  Lombardy 


Brooms,  New  York 

Repairing  stove,  New  York 

Xine,  New  York   

KeyH,  New  York  

Stati.  uery,  New  York 

Brooms,  New  York 

Plumbing,  New  York 

Medical  services.  New  York 

Stationery,  New  York 

Traveling  expenses 

Brooms,  New  York 

Plumbing,  Washingt-on 

Furniture,  navy-yard,  Washington 

PubliMhiog 

Stationery ,  New  York 

Plumbing,  New  York 

Repairing  mesa  furnace,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Caudles,  New  York 

Straw,  Washingt^m , 

Brooms,  Washiugtou 

Bowls 

Plumbing.  New  York , 

Per  diem,  Washington | 

.  ..do I 

Com.  quarters,  Washington j 

Stationery,  Philadelphia I 

Nails,  &c.,  Philadelphia 1 

StrapH,  Philai>elphia 

Nails,  (&c.,  Philadelphia r 

BoxeH,  Philadelphia 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

Repairing  stove.  New  York 

Cartage.  Philadelphia 

Straw,  New  York 

Apprehending  deserter,  Porta- 
mouth,  N.  H. 

Com.  quarters,  New  York 

Per  diem.  New  York 

Brooms,  Annapolis 

Stationery,  Boston 

Stationery,  Portsmouth.  N.  H 

Straw,  Portsmouth,  N.  H* 

Oil,  &c.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Oil,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Brooms,  Boston 

I  W'at^r,  Boston 

j  Gas,  Boston 

Glass,  &c.,  Boston 

Plumbing,  Boston 

Straw,  Boston 

Repairing  stoves,  Bi»eton 

Stati(»'  ery,  Boston , 

Lumber,  Boston 

Traveling  expenses 

Cartage,  Washington 

Gas,  Washington 

Plumbing,  New  York ^ 

Stationery,  Washington 

...do  

Straw,  Washington 

'r«  Jegram,  W^asniugton 
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No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expen'fitures  on  account  of  contingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — Continued. 


Name. 


Adams  Express  CompaDy 

R.  J.  &  W.  Neeley  &  Co 

Mary  A.  Miller 

AleXHoder  Sl  Powel] 

Maj.  James  Lewis 

Peters  Brothers — 

Brwiklyn  Gas-Light  Company 

William  Handlea 

W.  P.  Healey 

NaMsau  Water  Department 

D.  Laii^if  V 

C.  McK.  OrtiDg 

Robi-rt  Popper ^. ... 

Philadelphia,  Wilmingtoo   and    Balti- 
more Railroad  Company. 

AdamH  Express  Company *. 

Penusylvania  Railroad  Company 

A.  Ma^ree  &  Son 

Do 

William  F.  McLennan 

65H)rge  P(M)l  &,  Sons 

S^gt.  Maj.  E.  Dunn 

Daniel  Hussey 

Jvibu  A.  Smith 

Geor^fe  A.  Jones , 

Do 

Geo  ge  Cnmmings 

Do 

W.J.  Miirtagh 

W.O.  Pettit 

J.  W.  Plant    

StTgt.Maj.  E.  Dunn 

William  Draper 

CharleM  Miller ....; 

Per  diem,  headquarters 

W.H.F.  Wilson  &  Son 

S.  A.  Stevens  &Co 

H.0.Towle8 

Michael  Walsh 

Charles  Luskey 

Wathington  Gas-Light  Company 

Capt.  H.  B.  Lowry 

William  Young 

8«rgt.  J.  Durliog 


J.  H.  Foster 

A.  F.  Mathes  &  Co 

Brooklyn  Gas- Light  Company . 

George  A.  Jones 

John  A.  Baker 

Adams  Express  Company 

t^.  A.  Stephens  &  Co 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Smith 

George  Cum mings 

Do 

John  M.  Hau84tm 

Magee  Furna«e  Company 

William  Mathews 

Ray  Brothers 

M.  L.  Kelley  &  Co 

P.  K.Walsh  &  Co 

P.McElroy 


Oliject  of  expenditure. 


Freight,  W^ashington  

Lumber.  Norfolk 

Washing,  Norfolk 

Coal-Hcuttles,  Norfolk 

Ferriage*.  Norfolk 

Straw,  Norfolk 

Gas»  New  Y<irk 

Freight,  Pe"sacola 

Coal-oil,  Pensacola 

Water,  New  York 

Lamp- wick,  &c.,  Pensacola  . 

Nails,  &e.,  Peusacola 

Straw,  Pensacola 

Freight,  Philadelphia 


Stationery,  Phi:ade]phia 

. . . do 

Straw,  Philadelphia 
Lime,  &c.,  New  York 
Traveling  expenses 
Shoeing  horses.  Mare  Island 
Brooms,  &.*.,  New  York 
Boilers,  Annapolis 
Bowls,  &c.,  Washington 
Plumbing,  New  York 

do 
Subscription  National  Republican 

Bowls,  &i-.,  New  York 

Funeral  expenses,  Washington  .. 

Traveling  expenses 

Repairing  chairH,  New  York 

Com.  quarters,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Repairing  range,  Annapolis 

Oftiee  furniture,-  Norfolk 

Furniture,  Washington 

Boxes,  Philadelphia 

Cartage,  Washington 

Gas,  Washington 

Cartage,  New  York 

Repairing  |;alley,  Washington 

Apprehending     deserters,    Ports- 
mouth, N.  H. 

Stationery,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

NailH,  &c..  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Gas,  New  Y'  rk 

Copperas,  &c.,  Washington 

Straw,  Washington 

Freight,  Washington 

Oftico  furniture,  Norfolk 

Wa.shing,  New  York 

Plumbing,  New  York 

...do 

Stationery,  New  York 

Range,  B(»Hton 

Bed- ticks.  New  York 

Repairing  boiler,  New  York 

Brooms,  Mare  Island 

Nails,  dec,  Mare  Island 

Stationery,  Mare  Island 


Amount. 


$H  40 
10  10 
4  66 
2:5  15 
12  to 
40  00 
HS  70 

I  r>o 
10  r.o 

H:i  43 
9  80 
2i\  40 
34  02 
14  U2 


34  25 

10  53 

5  : 9 

25  07 

36  00 

19  25 

17 

8  60 

13  10 

20  00 

36  50 

12  00 

18  75 

24  00 

6  85 

32  00 

02 

17  92 

10  00 

27  33 

17  10 

32  50 

91  00 

102  35 

7  50 

92  65 

4  00 

135  09 

40  82 

9  60 

23  99 

92  70 

54  15 

26  10 

M6  20 

92  30 

16  32 

14  00 

10  41 

2  25 

100  00 

414  26 

12  00 

44  54 

51  68 

5  tiS, 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


54 


CONTINGENT   FUND    OF   THE   NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 


'^o.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  a^ccount  of  contingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — Continued. 


Name. 


Daoiel  Haiinau 

Warrt-n  Choate  &  Co 

Per-diem  roll,  headqiiartere . 

Charlea  Miller 

Charles  LiiBkey 

N  F.  Marhes&Co 

Sergt.  J.  Durliug 


John  A.  Smith 

Brooklyn  Ga«^-Light  Company 

Capt.  H.  B.  Liiwry 

Washington  Gas- Light  Company  . 
Trustees  Philadelphia  Gas  Works. 

Loenard  Whiting 

George  A.  Jones 

Do 

John  A.  Smith  &  Company 

George  Cummiugs 

P.  McElroy 

Adams  Express  Company 

J.  H.  &  W.  R.Co8grove 

William  Draper 

John  M.  Hanson 

Samuel  G.  Knight 

H.G.Waldrou 

Lewis  Hunt 

Frank  A.  Titus 

Kvnies  &  Co 

A.E.  Curh^r.. 

John  Mnllett 

George  E.  Franklin 

Charlfs  Miller 

Per-diem  roll,  headquarters 

George  A.  Jones 

William  P.  Henley 

William  Handler 

J.O'Neil 

C.  McK.  Orting 

B.  Langley 

Pet4*r8  Bn>8  

James  S.  Cavendy 

Charlestown  Gas  Company 

Mystic  Water  Board 

E.  C.  Spinney 

N.  F.  Mathes&Co 

J.  Foster 

D.  Mclntire 

George  Curamings 

George  E.  Wheeler 

Brooklyn  Gas-Light  Company  ... 

Nassau  Wat^jr  Department 

Capt.  H.  B.  Lowry 

Sergt  H  Ulean 

^    Do 

John  T.  Hallo  way  &,  Son 

William  Calhoun 

William  Stone 

Charles  B.  Allen 


Do 

Alexander  Loller  . 


Object  of  expenditure. 


Plumbing,  W^ashingt4>n 

Stationery,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington , 

Com.  quarters,  Washington 

Cartage,  Washington 

Brooms,  &c.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H  .. 

Apprehending  deserter,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H. 

Buckets,  ifec,  New  York 

Gas,  New  York 

Cartage,  New  York 

Gas,  Washington , 

Gas,  Philadelphia , 

Telegram,  Washington 

Brushes,  &o.,  Washington 

Buckets,  &c.,  Washington ', . 

Spoons,  &c..  New  York 

Plumbing,N.Y 

Stationery,  Mare  Island 

Freight,  Washington 

Nails,  &c..  New  York 

Keys,  New  York 

Stationery,  New  York 

Lime,  Boston 

Oii,&c.,  Boston 

Naiils,&c.,  Boston 

Plumbing,  Boston 

Repairing  stove,  Boston 

Stationery,  Boston 

Brooms,  «&  c,  Bost-on 

Brooms,  Annapolis   

Com.  quarters,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington  

Brooms,  &c.,  Washington 

Coal-oil,  Pensacola 

Freight,  Peiisacola 

Straw,  Pensacola 

Brooms,  &  o. ,  Pensacola 

Chairs,  dec,  Pensacola 

Straw. Norfolk 

Brooms,  &o.,  Norfolk 

•"Jas,  Boston 

Water,  Boston 

Straw,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Nails,  &.C.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Stationery,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Toll,  Portsmimth,  N.  H 

Plumbing,  New  York 

Straw,  New  York 

Gas.New  York 

Wat-er,  New  York 

Cartage,  New  York 

Com.  quarters.  New  York 

Per  diem,  New  York 

Paints,  dLc,  Philadelphia 

'  Repairing  soiles,  Philadelphia 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

Apprehending  of  deserters,  Phila- 
delphia. 

do 

Hardware,  Philadelphia 
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No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  contingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — Continued. 


Name. 

Object  of  expenditure. 

Amount. 

South  wick  Hardware  Company 

D.  McElwee :. 

Repairing  scales,  Philadelphia 

Liiue,  Philadelphia 

|5  00 
5  00 

John  H.  McFetrich 

PInriibing,  Philadelphia 

38  40 

George  F.  Gale  &  Son 

Brooms,  &c.,  Philadelphia 

Scavenging,  Philadelphia 

Straw,  Philadelphia 

2f)  00 

OlorU'fB  Excavating  and  Maiiufactur 

log  Conipauy 
William  F.  McLennan 

70  00 
.37  50 

Michael  WaKsh 

Boxes,  Philadelphia 

77  75 

Tboma8  Sid]emat> 

St  raps,  Philadelphia 

19  50 

T.F.  Bradley 

Bnckei s,  (&c.,  Philadelphia 

Nails,  &c.,  Philadelphia 

14  06 

J.  B.  Baxter 

14  50 

Sninpfton  McCandler 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

41  00 

Jiime^  Uogan. 

Stationery,  Philadelphia 

29  88 

Juhu  Francis. --.- 

Repairing  furniture,  Philadelphia. 
do  

65  00 

Do 

60  00 

Samael  Knight 

Straw,  Boston 

25  42 

A.  Lazaiski 

Glass,  &o..  New  York 

46  33 

William  Alexander 

Lumber,  New  York 

51  72 

J.  H.  Whitney 

Range, New  York  ..-.-. 

39  30 

Sergt.  J.  Duriing 

Apprehending     deserter,    Ports- 
mouth, N.-  H. 
Stationery,  New  York 

32  11 

Capt  H.  B.  Lowry 

26  90 

Dftuiel  Hussey «. 

Shoeing  horses,  Mare  Island 

Hard  ware.  Mare  Island 

5  HI 

P.R.W-alsh/. 

53  13 

P.McElroy 

Stationery,  Mare  Island 

5  87 

J.F.  Tobiii 

Straw,  Mare  Island 

11  62 

Charles  A.  Moore,  agent 

Freight,'Mare  Island 

1  22 

Adams  Express  Conipapy 

Freight,  Washington 

6  30 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  . . . 

Teleirram.  Washiiiffton 

26 

Total  from  December  1. 1874.  to 

13,288  60 

June  30,  ItjTf).                       • 

FBOM  JULY  1,  1875,  TO  DECBMBER  1,  1875. 


Thomas  B.  Florence 

D.C.Forney 

Charles  C.  Fulton  &  Sou 

B.  8.  Osborne 

Deutches  Volksblatt 

Morton  McMiohael 

Graphic  Company 

E,  F.  Waters,  treasurer 

W.  W.  Clapp 

United  States  Army  and  Navy  Gassette. 

Peacock,  Fetherstou  &  Co 

Fiugerald  &  Son 

H.  DeMarriel 

Bonsall  &  Carse 


Wilson  McQuinsten.  treasurer. 

("rank  A.  Leach  &  Co 

W.J.Murtagh 

Thomas  Lew  is,  jr 

George  A.  Jones 

Fred.  McCreelish  &  Co 

John  A.  Smith  &  Co 

M.D.  Bourick 

George  B.  Blizard 

John  Scribner 

R.  J.  &  W.  Neely  &,  Co 


Advertising 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do  

...do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

...do 


....do  

....do  

...do 

...do 

...do  

...do 

Cartage,  Washington 

Bowls,  drc,  Washington 

Advertising 

Brooms,  &o. ,  New  York 

Advertising  

Repairs,  Philadelphia 

Apprehending  deserter,  Norfolk  . 

Lumber,  N6rfolk 

Digitized  by 


84  50 

91  52 

66  00 

182  00 

99  60 

81  00 

100  80 

39  38 

54  38 

82  80 

114  40 

115  20 

174  00 

213  40 

147  00 

48  85 

146  00 

3  50 

35  75 

54  00 

17  10 

65  27 

6  00 

10  00 
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No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  contingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — Coutinaed. 


Narae. 


Capt.  G.  W.  Collier 

C.  Fillips 

Williiiiii  Ballautyne 

Jo8.  KdUaiid 

Adams  Express  Company 

Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Balti- 
more Railroad  Company. 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company 

Charles  Miller 

Per-diem  roll,  headquarters 

Brooklyn  Givs- Light  Company 

Conra<l  Wifrsell 

Patrick  Latorty 

Michael  Walsh 

Sergt.  J.  Diirling 

John  Wood  &  Co 

Ray  Brothers 

F.  M.  Kilgore 

Washingr<m  Gjis  Light  Company 

Webb  &  Be veridge 

N.E.  Berry 

Charles  Lnskcv 

Do 

w.o.Pettit : 

John  A.  Smith  &  Co 

P.  McElroy .   

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  . . 

Adams  Express  Company 

Adams  &  Stickney 

8.  E.  Hiitchins 

Do 

M.  L  Kelley  &  Co 

P.  McElroy 

P.  R.  Walsh 

J,  R  Mason 

S-rgt.  C.  B.  Allen 

Browning  &  Middleton 

T.  B.  Middleton 

Thompson  &  Co 

Charles  Miller 

Per-diem  roll,  headquarters , 

Chicago,  Burlington  and  Qaincy  Rail- 
road. 

Michml  Walsh 

Capt.  H,  B.  Lowry 

T.  B.  Middleton  

L.  C.  Campbell 

Sergt.  F.  (»roll , 

William  Green , 

George  A.  Jones 

Do 

Lieut.  Richard  Wiillach 

Washinghm  Gas- Light  Company 

Serirt.  J.  Diirling 

J.  H.  F jKter 

N.  F.  Mathes  &  Co 

A.  P.  Wendall  &  Co 

J.  H.  it  W.  R.  Cosgrove 

Thomas  B.  Louj: hnin 

John  M.  Hansom 

James  Nut  tall 

Michael  Carran 


Object  of  expenditure. 


Ferriage,  Norfolk 

Apprehendingdeaerter,  Waahingt'n 

Stationery,  Wasbingttm 

Apprehending  deserters,  Norfolk .. 

Freight,  Philadelphia 

....do  


.do 


Com.  quarters,  Washington 

Per  diem.  Washingt-on 

Gas,  New  York 

Scavenging,  New  York 

Scavenging,  Philadelphia 

Box(»,  Philadelphia 

Freight,  &c!.,  Portsmouth.  N.  H. .. 

Repairing  furnace.  New  York 

Repairing  kettles,  New  York 

Cartair»*,  Wasliington 

Gas,  Wrtshingtou 

Bowls,  Washington 

Straw,  .\nnapolis 

Cartage,  Wash  i  ngtbn 

do  

Bowls,  &c,Nrtw  York 

Kniv»"«,  Ae.,  New  York 

Stationery,  Mare  Island 

Telegnuns.  Washington 

Freight,  Washington 

Giis  register,  Washington 

Apprehending  deserters,  Mare  IslaM 

...do  

Oil,  &c..  Mare  Island 

Stationery,  Mare  Island *. 

Nails,  dec,  Mare  Island 

Plumbing,  Mare  Island •. 

Traveling  expenses,  Philadelphia. 

Brooms,  Ac,  Wa.slnngton 

Straw,  Washington 

Repairing  carryall,  Wiishington  .. 

Com.  quart>ers,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Freight,  Philadelphia 


Amoant. 


BoxeSy  Philadelphia. 

Cartage,  New  York 

Straw,  Washington 

Brooms,  Washington 

Lime,  &c..  Boston 

Wiiidow-whades,  Boston 

Locks,  Ac,  Washington 

Brooms,  &c.,  Washington 

Freight,  Mare  Island 

Gas,  Wanhington 

Fines,  Ac,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. .. 
Stationery,  Portsmouth.  N.  H  .. 
Oil.  &c.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Nails,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Screws,  &  c,  N«^w  York 

Stationery,  New  York 

...do I 

PluMibing,  Washington I 

Apprehending  desertei  s,  AnuauuUs.L 
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Xo.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  contingencies, 
Marine  Corps — Ooutinued. 


Name. 


Henry  Burlingarae 

James  H.  Vansant 

Philadelphia  Gas  Works 

William  H.  Smithy 

John  C.  Ayera 

Brooklyn  Gas-Light  Company . 

(ieoT^e  Pool  &  Sou 

William  Handler 


Charles  Lnskey . 

George  Pool  &  Sons 

Adams  Express  Company  . 

William  O.  Pettit 

Jolin  A.  Smith 

Webb  &  Beveridge 

E.  S.  Ralphs,  treasurer 

Joseph  L.  Dodge 


Mrs.  W.  T.  Smith 

John  Banks.'. 

D.  Nachniau 

A.  Gaddis 

W.  H.  Dcmpse V 

Do 

James  Nuttall 

John  S.  Lyford 

John  G.  Ills 

Mflgee  Furnace  Company 

Thomas  P.  Loughrau 

James  M.  Hanson 

B.S.  Osborne 

Charles  C.  P^ilton  &  Son 

Per-diera  roll,  headquarters 

Charles  Miller 

J.  C.  F.  Beyland 

James  S.  Topham  &  Co 

Chronicle  Publishing  Company 

William  Stone 

William  Handler 

W.  J.  Murtaph 

T.  E.Clark  &  Co 

Sergeant  Ulean 

Do 

Charles  Suskey 

Nathan  Blum 

C.  McK.Ortiug 

Robert  Pepper 

P.  McElroy 

Kimberly  Manufacturing  Company 

Sergt.  J.  Durling 


Michael  Walsh 

James  Hogan 

Thomas  F.  Bradley 

J.  B.  Baxter 

Thomas  Sidleman 

S.  McCandloss 

Brooklyn  Gas-Light  Company 

George  E.  Franklin 

Washington  Gas-Light  Company. 

Adams  Express  Company 

McElfresh  &  Sergeant 


n.  Ex.  61- 


Apprehending  deserters,  Annapolis 

Freigh  t ,  An  napolis 

Gas,  Philadelphia 

Apprehending  deserters,  Mare  IsFd 

—  do 

Gas,  New  York 

Brushes,  New  York 

Freight,  Pensacola 

Cartage,  Washington 

Brushes,  Now  York ■.-.. 

Freight,  Washington 

Bowls,  New  York 

Spoons,  New  York 

Bowls,  Washington 

Advertising 

Apprehending  deserter,  Washing- 
ton. 

Washing,  New  York 

Sweeping  chimneys,  Washington. 

Soap,  &c.,  Now  York 

Cement,  d:c.,  Washington 

Stationery,  Washington 

do 

Plumbing,  Washington 

Mason  work,  Miire  Island 

Grates,  Mare  Island 

Furnace,  Boston 

Stationer}',  Now  York 

....do 

Advertising 

do 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Com.  qnarters,  Washington 

Advertising 

Harness,  Washington 

Advertising 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

Freight,  Pensacola 

Advertising 

Lnmber,  Washington 

Per  diem,  New  York 

Com.  qnarters,  New  York 

Cartage,  Wasliiugton 

Thread,  Washington 

Oil,  &c.,  Pensacola 

Straw,  Pensacola 

Stationery,  Mare  Island 

Cart,  Mare  Island 

Apprehending  deserters,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H. 

Boxes,  Philadelphia 

Stationerv,  Philadelphia 

Oil,  &c.,  Philadelphia 

Nails,  &c.,  Philadelphia 

Straps,  Philadelphia 

Cartage,  Philadelphia 

Gas,  New  York 

Brooms,  Annapolis 

Gas,  Washington 

Freight,  Washington 

Apprehending  deserter,  Washing- 
ton. 


Amount. 


820  00 


14  00 
20  00 

7  45 

4  25 
126  22 

42  20 

8  00 
16  72 
40  84 

2:58  79 

6  75 

90 

12  00 
'    H  25 

27  30 
10  00 

9  00 
30  00 

26  00 
22  71 

2  10 
62  00 

5  413 

27  65 
:iO  00 

6  50 
BO 

34  40 

13  60 

7  09 
106  97 

50  25 

90  70 
33  02 

14  21 
12  75 
27  60 
43'  50 
65  10 

5  40 
75  40 

4  05 
20  00 
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CONTINGENT   FUND    OF   THE    NAVY   DEPARTMENT. 


Xo.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  contingencieSj 
Marine  Corps — Coutiuued. 


Name. 


Object  of  expenditure. 


E.  C.  Spinney 

J.  H.  Foster 

George  E.  Wheeler 

Per-diem  roll,  marine  band 

Thomas  C.  Lewis 

Thomas  A.  Buckley 

William  F.  McLennan 

Kicbard  McGee  &  Son 

Do 

Fretl.  M.  Reed 

Reider  &  Cotton 

N.  F.  Mathes  &  Co 

John  Conway 

Ray  Brothers 

Peters  Brothers 

IL  A.  Saunders 

Do 

Capt.  G.  W.  Collier 

James  Nnttall 

W.  W.  Clapp,  treasurer 

Henry  Burlingame 

James  W.  League 

Charles  A.  Moore,  agent 

William  H.  Smithey 

Daniel  Hussey 

M.  L.  Kelley  &  Co 

Cook,Rymes&  Co 

Frank  A.  Titus 

William  B.  Moore  &.  Son 

Mystic  Water  Board 

Lewis  Hunt 

William  Freeman 

George  B.  Neal,  treasurer 

John  Mullett 

N.  H.  Stephens  &  Co 

Fred.  M.  Reed .". 

Sergt.  F.  Groll 

Theodore  Lewis,  jr 

Ray  Bmthers 

E.  T.  W^aters,  treasurer 

W.  P.  Clyde  &  Co 

John  S.  Wilson ,  agent 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 

W.  L.  Griggs ." 

George  Keil 

Nassau  Water  Department 

Jacob  Johnson 

C.  H.  Mendnm&Co 

Peacock,  Fetberston  &  Co 

Fred.  McCreelish  &  Co 

Lieut.  George  C.  Reid 

Warren  Choate  &  Co 

Do 

Morton  McMichael 

H.  DeMarriel 

H.  L  Gregory 

William  McCreedy,  auditor 

Charles  Luskey 

Charles  Miller 

Per-diem  roll,  headquarters 

Isabella  Smart 


Straw,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 
Stationery,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Straw,  New  York 

Per  diem,  Washington 
Cartage,  Washington 
Repairs,  Washington 
Straw,  Pbiladelimia 
Stationery,  Philadelphia 

do 

Stationery,  Boston 

Gas-oil,  Portsmouth,  N,  H 

Lime,  &c.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Coffin,&c.,  New  York 

Repairing  boiler.  New  York 

Straw,  Norfolk 

Bowls,  Norfolk 

Stationery,  Norfolk 

Ferriage,  Norfolk 

Repairing  boiler,  Washington  ..» 

Advertising 

Apprehending  deserters,  Annapolis 

Repairing  stoves,  Annapolis 

Freight,  Mare  Island 

Apprehending  deserters, Mare  IsFd 

Shoeing  horses,  Mare  Island  , 

Straw,  Mare  Island 

Repairing  stoves,  Boston 

Repairing  gas  fixtures,  Boston 

Bowls,  <&c.,  Boston 

Water,  Boston 

Hardware,  Boston 

Straw,  Boston 

Gas,  Boston 

Brushes,  Boston 

Repairi  ng  stove,  Boston 

Stationery,  Boston 

Apprehending  deserters,  Boston.. . 

Cartage,  W^asliington 

Grate,  New  York 

Advertising 

Freight,  Philadelphia 

....do 

....do 

Salt,  Washington 

Repairing  clock,  Washington 

Wat^r,  New  York 

Sweeping  chimneys.  New  York  .. . 

Oil-cloth,  Portemouth,  N.  H 

Advertising 

Telegram,  Washington 

Stationery,  Washington 

....do 

Advertising 

do 

Stoves,  Washington 

I'Yeight 

Cartage,  Washington 

Com.  quarters,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington 

Washing,  Washington 


Amonnt. 
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No.  9. — Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  contingencies^ 
Marine  Corps — Continued. 


Name. 


Object  of  expend!  tare. 


Amoant. 


Washington  Gaa-Ligbt  Company 

Michael  Walsh 

E.  S.  Ralphs,  treasurer 

Graphic  Company 

Frank  A.  Leach  &  Co 

Adams  Express  Company 

George  Barber 

James  No ttall 

William  S.  Mitchell 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Company. 

W.P.Healy 

George  Cnmmings 

Henry  Williams 

Thomas  P.  Longhran 

W.C.  &F.  P.  Church 

John  A.  Smith 

Adams  Express  Company 

John  M.  Edwards 

W.B.Marche- 

8.E.  Hutchins 

Wells,  Fargo  &  Co 

M.  L.  Kelley  &  Co 

P.McElroy 

Do 

Do 

Do 

B.  Laugley 

C.McK.  Orting 

G.BcU 

Fitzgerald  &  Sons 

JohnSeaton 

Brooklyn  Gas-Light  Company 

Ray  Brothers 

Charles  Wright 

Charles  T.  Wright : 

^iieret.  F.  GroU 

D.B.Reed 

C.Barrichter 

W.  E.  Roach  &  Son 

James  F.  Cavendy 

R.  A.  Mapp  &  Co 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Zeilin 

Theodore  Lewis 

Do 

Steamer  Cora 

Charles  Miller 

Per>diem  roU,  headquarters 


Total,  July  1  to  December  1, 1875. 


Gas,  Washington 

Boxes,  Philadelphia 

Advertising 

do I 

....do I 

Freight,  Washington ! 

Apprehending  deserters,  Annapolisj 

Plumbing,  Washington ' 

Carpets,  Washington ' 

Telegrams,  Washington I 

Oil,  Pensacola ' 

Plumbing,  New  York J 

Stove  polish.  New  York | 

Stationery,  New  York i 

Advertising ' 

Brushes,  &c. ,  New  York I 

Freight,  Philadelphia ■ 

Repairing  hand-cart,  New  York. . .' 

Repairing  stove,  Washington I 

Apprehending  deserter,  Mare  IsPd. | 

Freight,  Mare  Island 

Brooms,  &c..  Mare  Island 

Stationer^',  Mare  Island 

....do 

..-.do 

....do 

Brooms,  &c.,  Pensacola 

Brnshes,  &c.,  Pensacola 

Stationery,  Pensacola 

Advertising 

Repairing  heater,  New  York 

Gas,  New  York 

Repairing  boiler,  New  York 

Repairing  stoves,  Washington.... 

— do 

Repairing  clock,  Boston 

Freig^ht,  Pensacola 

Repairing  heater,  Philadelphia 

Repairing  stoves,  Norfolk 

Stoves,  Norfolk 

.-.-do 

Telegram,  Washington 

Cartage,  Washington 

do 

Freight,  Mare  Island 

Com.  quarters,  Washington 

Per  diem,  Washington 


$72  40 

87  00 

13  45 

8  00 

8  00 

12  50 
10  00 
20  30 

176  23 

32 

10  50 

2  05 

2  00 

4  08 
6  90 

13  40 
73  20 
16  00 

10  00 
20  00 

8  72 

34  18 

5  69 

14  41 
20  17 
29  82 

19  80 
44  05 
29  20 

20  80 
1.33  30 
127  50 

12  00 

11  97 

6  50 
6  75 

1  00 
48  00 
29  00 

35  20 
55  00 

14 

2  75 
75 

229 
10  00 
27  30 


8,080  09 
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44th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  j  Ex.  Doc. 
lit  Satswn.      S  \    No.  62. 


NORSE  AMERICAN  LINE  OP  STEAMSHIPS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TRANSMITTING 


Copies  of  correspondence  between  the  BepartmenU  of  State  and  Treasury 
relative  to  a  claim  of  the  If  or  se- American  line  of  steamships  for  the 
refunding  of  a  sum  of  money  therein  specified^  payment  of  which  is  urged 
by  the  minister  of  /Sweden  and  Norway  under  certain  treaty-provisions 
also  namfd. 


Januaky  12|  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


Tbeasubt  Department, 

January  5,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  correspondence 
l)etween  the  Departments  of  State  and  the  Treasury  relative  to  a  <*laini 
brought  before  this  Department  for  the  refund  of  the  sum  of  $6,447.60 
to  the  owners  of  the  Norse- American  line  of  steamships,  payment  of 
which  is  urged  by  the*minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Belgium  of  July  17,  1858;  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Sweden  of  April  3,  1783,  and  the  eighth  and 
seventeenth  articles  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Sweden  and  Norway  of  July  4,  1827. 

The  sum  in  question  is  the  amount  collected  as  tonnage-tax  on  the 
steamers  of  the  Norse- American  line  at  New  York  between  Julv  24, 
1871,  and  August  23,  1873. 

This  tax  was  in  the  opinion  of  the  Department  of  State  collected  in 
contravention  of  the  articles  of  the  several  treaties  referred  to,  and  it 
would  have  been  refunded  by  this  Department  under  the  provisions  of 
section  3012^  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  if  protest  and  appeal  had  been 
made  as  therein  required. 

Tlie  grounds  of  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  the 
proofs  of  the  actual  collection  of  the  tax,  will  more  fully  appear  in  the 
copies  of  the  correspondence  herewith  transmitted.  1  wouhl  suggest 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  discharge  at  an  early  day  of  this 
obligation  of  the  Government  by  the  necessary  appropriation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  ,    ^^.^ ,  ^ 
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Copies  of  letters  and  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  Norse- American 
line  of  steamships  for  the  refund  of  tonnage-tax. 

1.  Secretary  of  State  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  8,  1872,  in- 
closing note  of  the  Swedish  minister  of  October  2,  1872. 

2.  Keply  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  foregoing,  October  10, 
1872. 

3.  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  April  10,1874, 
inclosing  note  of  the  Swedish  minister  of  March  25,  1874. 

4.  Reply  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  foregoing,  August  3, 
1874. 

5.  Additional  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  August  19,  1874. 

().  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  Angnst  31, 
1874. 

7.  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  September  28, 
1874. 

8.  Reply  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  foregoing,  October 
3, 1874. 

9.  Tlie  Attorney-General  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  October 
24, 1874. 

10.  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  December  2, 
1874,  inclosing  note  from  the  Swedish  minister  of  November  25,  1874. 

11.  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  January  29, 
1875. 

12.  Secretary  of  State  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  February  27, 1875. 

13.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  May  II.  1875. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  May  22, 1875. 

14.  Collector  of  customs  at  New  York,  February  5, 1875,  stating  the 
amount  of  tax  paid  by  the  Norse- American  line. 

15.  Extracts  from  treaties  governing  the  case. 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  October  8, 1872. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  your  conBideration,  a 
translation  of  a  note  of  the  2d  instant,  from  the  minister  of  Sweden 
and  Norway,  and  of  its  accompanying  communication,  relating  to  the 
remission  of  tonnage-dues  imposed  on  the  Norwegian-American  line  of 
steamers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

ISecretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Id  closure.] 

Mr.  Stenersen  to  Mr.  Fish,  October  2, 1872. 

Messrs.  Funch,  Edye  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Bors,  September  19, 1872. 


Legation  of  Swkdkn  and  Norway, 

Nevpart,  October  2, 1872. 
Mr.  Secretary  of  State  :  I  bare  tbe  honor  herewith  to  send  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addreesedi  on  the  19th  of  September  last,  to  the  oonsnlate  of  the  United  Kiuffdoma,  by 

.Digitized  by  ^OOQ  Vc 


NOBSE-AMERICAN   LINE   OF   STEAMSHIPS.  3 

Mesfirs.  Fnnch,  Edye  &,  Co.,  agents  of  theNorwegiaD-American  line  of  steamers,  whereby 
tbene  agents  request  the  iutervtintion  of  the  lef^ation  of  the  King  near  the  Americaa 
Goreniuient,  in  order  to  obtain  for  the  said  steamers,  according  to  the  principles  enun- 
ciated in  onr  treaty  of  commerce  of  18*27,  remission  of  tonnage-dnes  in  American  ports. 

lagging  yon,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  to  caase  the  necessary  steps  to  be  talten  in  ordf  r 
that  this  remission  may  be  granted,  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yon  the 
assurances  of  my  highest  consideration. 

O.  STENERSEN. 

Mr.  Hamilton  Fish,  Secretary  of  State,  <f*o. 


New  York.  Sept^iher  19, 1872. 

Drar  Sir  :  Being  the  agents  of  the  Belgian  steamers  conning  to  this  port,  and  having 
8ncce«de<i,  aj^reeably  t-o  the  treaty  with  fielginin  and  the  Unired  States,  conclnded  in 
the  year  of  1859,  of  which  annexed  is  a  copy,  to  get  the  tuunage-dnty,  paid  fur  said 
BteauierH,  refunded  through  the  Belgian  minister  at  VViiMhington,  we  uovir  beg  leave  to 
request  yon  to  inform  the  minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway  t<i  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  have  the  tonnage-duty  of  the  **  Norse- American  line,"  say  of  steamers  St. 
Olaf,  Peter  Jebsen,  and  Harald  Haarfager,  of  which  we  alsi  are  the  agents  her**, 
n^turne<l,  on  the  plea  that  Norway  and  Sweden  are  considered  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  most  favored  nations,  and  conseqnently  entitled  to  a  restitution  of  the  amount  of 
toDna>(e  paid.  The  boats,  as  can  be  proved,  are  regular  traders,  and  ought  to  pay  no 
tonnage-dues  in  this  country  Your  earliest  attention  to  this  matter  is  kindly  requested. 
All  three  boats  are  shortly  expected  to  arrive  here  again. 

Begging  yon  to  excnse*  the  trouble,  and  kindly  i-equesting  your  assistance  and 
answer,  we  are,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servautSi 

FUNCH,  EDYE  &  CO. 

Chr.  B(m8,  Esq., 

SicedUh  a»d  Norwegian  Consul^  Present, 


Treasury  Department,. 
Wa^hingtony  D.  C,  October  10,  1872. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  comranni- 
cation  of  the  8th  instant,  trannniitting  a  translation  of  a  note  from  the 
minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway  relating  to  the  refunding  of  certain 
tonnage-dues,  whioh,  as  alleged,  have  been  imposed  at  the  custom-house 
at  New  York  on  the  *' Norse- American  line  "of  steamers,  viz,  the  Saint 
Olaf,  Peter  Jebsen,  and  the  Harold  Haarfager. 

The  refund  appears  to  be  claimed  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
between  this  Government  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  proclaimed  January 
17, 1828,  (8  Stat,  at  Large,  p.  346,)  and  on  the  ground  that  the  vessels 
of  the  countries  named  should  be  placed  in  ports  of  the  United  States 
OD  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations,  and  are  therefore  entitled  to 
enter  and  clear  in  said  ports  without  the  payment  of  tonnage-dues.  It 
is  stated  that  the  boats  are  regular  traders. 

I  would  thank  you  to  inform  the  minister,  in  reply  to  his  note,  that  it 
is  considered  that  the  treaty  should  not  be  construed  as  conferring 
greater  privileges  on  vessels  of  his  country  in  our  ports  than  are  accorded 
to  our  own  vessels,  which  are  obliged  to  pay  tonnage-dues  on  the  first 
entry  made  after  the  expiration  of  a  year  from  any  former  payment. 

The  treaty  in  question,  presumed  to  be  still  in  force,  provides  that 
vessels  of  Sweden  and  Norway  arriving,  either  laden  or  in  ballast,  in 
ports  of  the  United  States,  from  whatever  place  they  may  come,  shall 
1)6  treated,  on  their  entrance,  during  their  stay,  and  at  their  departure, 
upon  the  same  footing  as  national  vessels  coming  from  the  same  place, 
wit^  respect  to  the  duties  of  tonnage.  And,  in  my  opinion,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  agreement  contained  in  the  eighth  article  not  '^  to  im- 
pose upon  the  navigation  between  their  respective  territories,  in  the  ves- 
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sels  of  either,  any  tonnage  or  other  dues  which  shall  be  higher  or  other 
than  those  which  shall  be  imposed  on  any  other  navigation,"  or  in  auy 
other  portion  of  the  treaty,  which  should  render  it  obligatory  apoo  this 
Government  to  place  the  foreign  vessels  in  question  on  a  better  footing 
than  our  own.' 

I  would  also  thank  you  to  state  to  the  minister  that  if  this  decision 
be  incorrect,  the  parties  aggrieved  may  procure  their  remedy  by  au 
action  against  the  collector,  provided  they  com])ly  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  June  30, 
1864,  (Stat,  at  Large,  vol.  13,  p.  202.) 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary, 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State, 

Washingtonj  April  10,  1874. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewitii,  for  your  consideration,  a 
translation  of  a  note,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  from  Mr.  Steiiersen,  minister 
of  Sweden  and  Norway,  renewing  the  request  made  in  his  note  to  this 
Department  of  the  2d  of  October,  1872,  that  the  line  of  steiimers  plying 
between  Norway  and  the  United  States  may  be  favored  with  the  same 
exemption  from  payment  in  this  country  of  tonnage,  anchorage,  beacon- 
age, and  lighthouse  dues  that  has  been  granted  to  the  Belgian  steam- 
ers in  virtue  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Belgium,  of 
July  17,  1858,  and  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  the  duties  which  have 
already  been  paid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
Hon.  Wm.  a.  Richardson, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[Inclosnre.] 
Mr.  Stenersen  to  Mr.  Fish,  March  25,  1874. 


[Tnotlatioo.] 

Lkgation  of  Sweden  and  Norway  in  tiik  irNiTKD  State*, 

H'a&hingtotif  JU arch  "ibf  1^4, 

Mr.  Seckktary  of  State  :  Under  date  of  October  2, 1872, 1  had  the  honor  to  addrcw 
yon  a  not^^,  the  object  of  i;<rhich  was  to  ask,  in  favor  of  the  line  of  HteaiMers  plylug 
between  Norway  and  the  United  StateSi  tlie  same  exemption  from  puynient,  in  this 
«onutr>%  of  tonnMge,  anvhonif^e,  beaconage,  and  lightchonse  dues  that  ha»  been  granted 
to  the  lU'lginn  Hte;.n]erH  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  ^tat-es  and  Belgium, 
of  Jnly  17,  1858,  and  to  obtain  the  reetitatiou  of  the  dntiea  which  have  already  been 
paid. 

In  reply  to  that  note  you  were  pleased,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  Ui  aend  me,  nnder 
date  of  October  17,  1872,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secri'lary  of  the  Treasury,  of  tbe 
10th  of  the  8ame  month,  wherein  the  said  Secretary  expressed  his  opinion  that  the 
treaty  between  Sweden  and  Norway  and  the  United  States,  of  July  4,  1827,  contains 
no  stipulation  authorizing  the  steamers  of  the  line  aforesaid  to  claim  the  privilvgffl 
which  have  been  granted  to  the  Belgian  line.  The  Secretary  added  that,  if  bit  dccisiou 
was  considered  unjust,  the  parties  interested  might  appeal  to  the  eourta. 
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I  commnnicated  this  reply  to  my  government,  which  has  instracted  me  to  try  once 
more  to  obtain  the  recognition,  diplomatically,  of  the  rights  which  we  claim,  by  sob- 
niittiDg  the  question  anew  to  the  conftideratiou  of  the  American  Government. 

In  obedience  to  these  instructions,  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  yonr  attention,  Mr. 
Secretary  of  State,  in  the  tirst  place,  to  article  8  of  the  treaty  of  1?;27,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: **The  two  high  contracting  parties  engage  not  to  impose  npou  the  navigation 
between  their  respective  territories,  in  the  vessels  of  either,  any  tonnage  or  other 
dutiea,  of  any  kind  or  denomination,  which  shall  be  higher  or  other  than  those  which 
shall  be  imposed  on  every  other  navigation/' 

It  Seems  to  me  very  difflcnlt,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  not  to  admit  that  this  article 
secures  to  each  of  the  two  contracting  conn  tries,  for  their  navigation  to  the  other 
country  iu  their  own  vessels,  the  usage  of  the  most  favored  nation  in  everything  relat- 
ing to  '*  tonnage  or  other  duties." 

In  the  second  place,  I  take  the  liberty  of  observing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State, 
that,  by  article  17  of  the  treaty  of  l"i27,  it  is  stipulated  that  several  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  April  3,  178:i,  between  Sweden  and  the  United  States,  shall  be  **  revived  and 
made  applicable  to  all  the  countries  under  the  dominion  of  the  present  high  contract- 
ing parties,  ami  shall  have  the  same  force  and  value  as  if  they  were  inserted  in  the 
context  of  the  pn-sent  treaty,"  and  that  among  the  articles  thiis  revived  is  the  second, 
which  reads  thus:  "The  King  and  the  United  States  engage  mutually  not  to  grant 
hereafter  any  particular  favor  to  other  naticms,  in  respect  to  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  shall  not  immediately  become  common  to  the  other  party." 

It  seeniH  to  me  impossible,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  to  find  in  a  treaty  terms  more 
explicit,  and  bearing  more  directly  upon  questions  of  the  nature  of  that  which  now 
occnpies  our  attention. 

li  is,  theref(»re,  in  basing  my  request  upon  these  direet  and  formal  terms  of  existing 
treaties,  that,  with  full  contidence  in  the  sentiments  of  justice  and  good- will  which 
actuate  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  1  have  the  honor  to  beg  you,  Mr.  Secre- 
tary of  Stat«,  to  be  pleased  again  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  my  note  of 
Octolier  2,  IH72,  and  to  use  your  good  offices  to  the  end  that  the  request  therein  made 
may  be  granted. 

I  avail  niyself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  assurances 
of  my  highest  consideration. 

.0.  STENERSEX. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State,  4'^. 


Treasury  Department, 
WashingtOH^  I).  C,  August  3,  1874. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  lUth  of  April  last,  transmittiniir  a  translation  of  a  not«  received  by 
you  from  Mr.  Steuerxen,  Swedish  minister,  requesting  a  reconsideration 
of  a  decision  of  this  Departtnent,  contained  in  a  letter  addressed  to  you 
on  the  1 0th  Octol)er,  1872,  in  reference  to  an  application  for  the  exemp- 
tion from  tiie  tax  on  tonnage  of  the  Norse  line  of  steamers  plying  be- 
tween the  United  Stiites  and  Norway. 

I  will  thank  you  to  state  whether  there  is  any  satisfactory  evidence 
that  vesst'ls  of  the  United  States  propelled  by  steam  and  engaged  in 
regular  navigation  between  Sweden  and  Norway  and  the  United  States 
are  exempt  from  the  ])ayment  of  duties  of  tonnage  in  the  port«  of  those 
countrie^i,  and  whether  the  treaty  between  Sweden  and  Norway  and 
this  country,  concluded  July  4,  1827,  and  the  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1783  mentioned  in  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1827,  are  to 
be  considered  as  still  in  force. 

I  am,  &c.,  very  respectfully, 

CHAS.  F.  CONANT, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 


/Secretary  of  State. 
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Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  19,  1874. 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  Sd  iustaiit,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form you  that  this  Dei>artnient  has  beeu  apprised  by  the  cone<;tor  of 
customs  at  New  York  that  the  liue  of  steamers  plying  between  Sweden 
and  Norway  and  this  country  is  suspending  because  of  dull  business; 
that  the  vessels  of  the  line  enter  in  the  United  States  dinctly  from 
Bergen,  Norway,  and  clear  for  Havre,  or  any  other  selected  port,  and 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  vessels  of  the  United  States 
engaged  in  corresponding  trade,  if  there  were  such  vessels,  would  not 
be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  tonnage-dues  in  Norway  »ud  Sweden. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  CON  ANT, 

Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Sicretary  of  /State. 


Department  op  State,"*- 

Washington,  August  31,187 4. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  8th  of  October,  1872,  in  relation  to 
a  claim  presented  by  the  minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway  at  this  capital, 
requesting  the  refunding  of  certain  tonnage-dues,  to  the  reply  of  your 
Department  of  the  10th  of  that  month,  and  to  subsequent  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letters  of  the  3d  and  19th  instant  in  relation  to  the  same  question. 

In  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  you  request  to  be  informed  whether 
or  not  the  treaty  of  th6  4th  of  July,  1827,  between  the  United  Stales 
and  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  the  several  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
between  the  United  States  and  Sweden,  mentioned  in  Article  XVII 
of  that  of  1827,  are  to  be  considered  in  force.  In  reply  to  that  inquiry, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  treaty  of  1827  relerreti  to,  including 
the  articles  from  the  treaty  of  1783,  is  still  in  force. 

You  further  desire  to  be  informed  whether  there  is  any  satisfactory 
evidence  that  vessels  of  the  United  States,  propelled  by  st<»am  and 
engaged  in  regular  navigation  between  '*  Sweden  and  Norway'^  are  ex- 
empt from  the  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage  in  the  i)orts  of  those 
conntries.  Assuming  that  the  inquiry  was  intended  to  be  made  in  re- 
lation to  steam- vessels  engaged  in  regular  navigation  between  the 
United  States  and  Sweden  an<l  Norway,  it  is  to  l>e  observed  that  there 
has  been  as  yet  no  line  of  steam  vessels  of  the  United  States  engaged 
in  regular  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  those  countries, 
and  the  Department  can  therefore  possess  no  positive  information  in 
relation  to  this  particular  question. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1827  and  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1783  (»nivi«le  that  neither  of  the  contracting  powers  shall  ini- 
l)ose  u|)on  the  navigation  between  their  respective  countries,  in  regard  to 
the  vessels  of  the  other,  any  tonuage  or  other  duties  of  any  denomina- 
tion which  shall  be  higher  or  other  than  those  imposed  upou  every 
other  navigation,  nor  grant  to  other  nations  any  particular  favor  with 
regard  to  commerce  which  shall  not  immediately  become  common  to 
the  other,-  and  as  by  the  tburth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1858  between  the 
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Uuited  States  and  Belgiam  the  steam -vessels  of  either  coantry,  respect- 
ively, engaged  in  regular  navigation  between  the  Uuited  States  and 
Belgium,  shall  be  exempt  in  both  countries  from  the  payment  of  duties 
of  tonnage,  buoys,  and  light-houses,  the  government  of  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way claim  that  this  is  a  favor  granted  by  the  United  States  to  Belgium, 
whicii  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1827  should  at  once 
become  common  to  them,  and  therefore  that  the  Norse  line  of  steam- 
ships engaged  in  regular  navigation  between  the  ports  of  that  kingdom 
and  the  United  States  should  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  such  dues. 
Tbe  obligations  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Sweden 
and  Norway  are  reciprocal,  and  should  a  line  of  steam-vessels  be  estab- 
lished In  the  future  during  the  continuance  of  the  treaty,  being  vessels 
of  the  United  States  engaged  in  such  regular  navigation  between  the 
Uuited  Stat4»8  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  it  is  to  be  presume<l  that  the 
government  of  the  latter  country,  regarding  the  obligation  of  the 
treaties  in  question,  would  extend  to  such  vessels  of  this  country  the 
same  exemption  from  the  payment  of  such  tonnage,  buoy,  and  light- 
bouse  duties  as  the  vessels  of  Sweden  and  Norway  may  enjoy  in  this 
coantry  under  the  treaties  referred  to. 

In  this  view  of  the  facts,  and  the  provisions  of  the  several  treaties 
referred  to,  this  Department  is  disposed  to  regard  the  claim  put  forth  by 
the  Government  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  to  the  effect  that  the  Norse 
line  of  steam-ships  shall  be  exempt  in  the  )>ort«  of  the  Uuited  States 
from  tbe  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage,  buoys,  and  light-houses,  as  just 
and  reasonable. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Hon.  Benjamin  H.  Brist(»w, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington  J  September  2S^  1874. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  a  communication  from 
this  Department  to  the  Hon.  William  A.  Kichardson,  dated  April  10, 
1874,  witli  which  was  inclosed  a  translation  of  a  note,  dated  the  25th  of 
March,  from  Mr.  Stenersen,  minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  renewing 
a  furmer  request  that  the  line  of  st<nimers  plying  between  Norway  and 
the  United  States  should  be  favored  with  certain  exemptions  by  virtue 
of  certain  treaty-provisions,  and  to  your  letter  of  August  3,  1874,  mak- 
ing certain  inquiries  of  this  Department,  and  to  the  letter  of  this  D  - 
)iartment  in  answer  thereto,  dated  August  31,  and  to  inlorm  you  that  a 
further  request  has  been  made  to  this  Department  by  Mr.  Stenersen,  the 
minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  for  a  decision  upon  the  question  disS- 
cussed  in  such  communications. 

1  aui  directe4l  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  request  that  this  Depart- 
ment may  be  fui'nishe<l  with  your  decision  upon  such  questions  at  as 
early  a  time  as  may  be  convenient. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

.    JOHN  L.  CADWALADER, 
Acting  Secretary. 
Hon.  Benjamin  H.  Bristow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  3, 1874. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowle<lge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  cor- 
respondence concerning  the  renewal  of  the  request  of  Mr.  Stenersou, 
minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  to  exempt  the  Norse  line  of  steamers, 
plying  between  Norway  and  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  certain 
treaty -provisions,  from  the  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage,  buoys,  and 
lights. 

It  appears  from  your  review  of  the  subject,  under  date  of  the  Slst 
August  last,  in  response  to  a  letter  of  this  Department,  dat<ed  the  3d  of 
that  month,  that  the  treaty  of  the  4th  of  July,  1827,  between  the  United 
States  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  the  several  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  1783  between  the  Unite-d  States  and  Sweden,  mentioned  in  Article 
XVII  or  that  of  1827,  is  still  in  force. 

As  regards  the  question  whether  our  vessels  would  receive  like  ex- 
emptions in  Swedish  ports, you  say  that  there  is  no  line  of  steam-vessels 
of  the  United  States  engaged  in  regular  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  those  countries,  and,  therett>re,  you  possess  no  ])ositive  in- 
formation in  relation  thereto.  Aitir.le  VIII  of  the  treaty  of  1827,  and 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  provide  that  neither  of  the  con- 
tracting powers  shall  impose  upon  the  navigation  between  their  respect- 
ive countries  any  tonnage  or  other  duties,  of  any  denomination,  on 
vessels,  which  shall  be  higher  or  other  than  those  imposed  ui)on  every 
other  navigation,  nor  grant  to  other  nations  any  particular  favor  with 
regard  to  commerce  which  shall  not  immediately  become  common  to  the 
other.  And  as  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1858  between  the 
United  States  and  Belgium  the  steam-vessels  of  either  country,  respect- 
ively, engaged  in  regular  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
Belgium,  shall  be  exempt  in  both  countries  from  the  payment  of  duties 
of  tonnage,  buoys,  and  light  houses,  the  government  of  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way claim  that  this  is  a  favor  gnmted  by  the  United  Stsites  to  Belgium, 
which,  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1827,  should  at  once 
become  common  to  them,  and,  therefore,  that  the  Norse  line  of  steam- 
ships-engaged in  regular  navigation  between  the  ports  of  that  kingdom 
and  the  United  States  should  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  sncn  du- 
ties. The  obligations  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Sweden  and  Norway  are  reciprocal,  and  should  a  line  of  steamers  be 
established  in  the  future,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  treaty,  be- 
ing vessels  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  such  regular  navigation 
between  the  United  States  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  it  is  presumed  by 
you  that  the  government  of  the  latter  country,  regarding  the  obli- 
gations of  the  treaties  in  question,  would  extend  to  such  vessels  of  this 
country  the  same  exemption  from  the  payment  of  such  duties  as  the 
vessels  of  Sweden  and  Norway  may  enjoy  in  this  country  under  those 
treaties,  and  you  observe  that  in  view  of  the  facts  and  the  provisions  of 
the  treaties  referred  to,  the  Department  of  State  is  disposed  to  regard 
the  claim  put  forth  by  the  government  of  Sweden  and  Norway  to  the 
effect  that  the  Norse  line  of  steamships  shall  be  exempt  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  from  the  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage,  buoys,  and 
lighthouses,  as  just  and  reasonable. 

I  have  to  say  that  the  case  as  presented  has  been  maturely  considered 
by  the  Department,  and  looking  to  the  effect  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaties  as  submitted  by  you,  and  to  the  expression  of  your  opinion  as 
to  the  justice  and  reasonableness  of  the  claim  of  the  government  of 
Sweden  and  Norway  to  the  exemption  of  the  vessels  of  that  kingdom 
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roin  the  payment  of  the  duties  uained,  I  am  willing  to  concur  in  yonr 
view,  and  concede  the  claim  iu  question.  The  proper  iustructions  in 
the  preinises  will  be  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 
Secretary, 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  Justice, 
Wa8hingt07ij  October  24,  1874. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  bearifig 
date  October  5,  1874,  addrettsed  by  Hon.  Chas.  F.  Couant,  Acting 
Secretary,  to  this  Department,  and  covering  copies  of  communications 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  addressed  to  the  Department  of  the  Treas- 
ury, under  dates  10th  of  April  and  3lst  of  August,  1874;  also  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  October  3,  1874,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Department  of  State ;  also  the  note  bearing  date  March 
25,  1874,  of  the  minister  of  Sweden  and  i^orway,  addressed  to  the 
Department  of  State;  and  lastly,  a  memorandum  containing  copies  of 
article  4  of  the  treaty  of  July  17,  1858,  between  the  United  States  and 
Belgium  ;  article  2,  of  the  treaty  of  the  United  Stat*»s  with  Sweden,  of 
April  3,  1783,  and  of  articles  8  and  17  of  the  treaty  of  the  United  States 
with  Sweden  and  Norway,  of  July  4,  1827. 

These  documents  all  have  reference  to  the  question  submitted  by  the 
letter  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  5th  instant,  viz:  Whether 
the  owners  of  the  ^^Norse-American  line"  of  steamers,  plying  between 
Norway  and  the  United  States,  ^^are  entitled  to  a  refund^  of  the  moneys 
they  have  paid  to  the  customs-officers  of  the  United  States  for  duties 
of  tonnage,  buoys,  and  light-houses,  which  moneys  the  government  of 
Norway  and  Sweden  claims,  through  their  minister  in  his  note  of  March 
25,  1874,  were  exacted  and  paid  contrary  to  certain  stipulations  con- 
tained in  the  treaties  with  Sweden,  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  above 
r*rferred  to. 

Secondly,  it  is  inquired,  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
sections  3012^  and  3013  of  the  Kevised  Statutes,  has  the  power  to  re- 
fund these  moneys.  By  article  2  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden,  of  April 
3,  1783,  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States  engage  mutually 
not  to  grant  thereafter  any  particular  favor  to  other  nations  in  respect 
to  commerce  and  navigation  which  shall  not  immediately  become  common 
to  the  other  party,  &c.    (8  Stilts.,  62.) 

This  agreement,  by  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  July  4, 
1827,  with  Sweden  and  Norway,  was  revised  and  made  applicable  to  all 
the  countries  under  the  dominion  at  that  time  of  the  two  contracting 
powers,  and  it  was  declared  to  have  the  sanie  force  and  value  as  if  in- 
serted in  the  text  of  the  later  treaty.    (8  Stats.,  354.) 

By  article  8  of  the  treaty  last  cited,  the  contracting  parties  en- 
gage not  to  impose  upon  the  navigation  between  their  respective  terri- 
tories, in  the  vessels  of  either,  any  tonnage  or  other  duties  of  any  kind 
or  denomination,  which  shall  be  higher  or  other  than  those  which  shall 
be  imposed  on  every  other  navigation,  except  that  which  they  have  re- 
sen'ed  to  themselves  by  the  sixth  article  of  the  present  treaty.  (8 
Stats.,  350.)  T 
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Tbe  sixth  article  refers  only  to  coastwise  naviofation,  :md  that  between 
the  ports  of  dwedeu  aod  those  of  NarwH.y.    (8  Stats.,  348.) 

These  inutua.1  agreements,  it  is  stated  by  the  bouorable  Secretary  of 
State,  still  exist  aud  are  iu  force,  and  no  doubt  have  been  in  force  »ince 
the  year  1827. 

By  article  4  of  the  treaty  of  the  United  States  with  Belgium,  of 
July  17, 1838,  it  was  stipulated  that  steam  vessels  of  the  United  Suites 
and  of  Belgium  engaged  in  regular  navigation  between  their  respective 
countries,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  piiyment  of  duties  of  tonnage,  an- 
chorage, buoys,  and  light-houses.  (12  Stats.,  1045.)  From  the  simple 
reading  of  these  treat> -provisions,  in  the  order  above  set  forth,  the  con- 
clusion is  inevitable  that  whatever  favors  or  exemptions  are  enjt\ved  by 
the  regular  steam-navigation  of  Belgium  plying  between  that  country 
and  the  United  States,  are  ^^commou^  to  the  like  navigation  of  Sweden 
and  Norway.  For  "no  higher  or  other  duties"  can  be  imposed  upon  it 
iu  the  ports  of  the  (Jnited  States  than  are  imposed  on  every  other  nav- 
igation. 

The  Departments  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  concede  that  the  claim 
of  this  Norse  line  of  steam- vessels  to  be  exempt  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  from  the  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage,  &c.,  is  just  and 
reasonable;  and  they  are  brousfht  to  this  concession  by  an  examination 
and  review  of  the  treaty-provisions  above  set  forth.  But  if  it  is  just 
and  reasonable  noic  and  in  tiie  future,  that  steam-vessels  of  Sweden  and 
Norway,  engaged  in  regular  navigation  between  those  countries  and  the 
United  States,  should  be  exempt  in  the  ports  of  the  latter  from  the 
payment  of  tonnage  duties,  it  has  been  so  at  all  timeJt  in  ilie  pant  since 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Belgium  of  July  17,  1858.  No  lan- 
guage can  make  this  plainer  than  it  is  upon  the  face  of  the  treaties. 

It  is  stated  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  that  as  yet  there  has 
been  no  line  of  steam-vessels  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  regular 
navigation  between  the  United  States  and  Sweden  and  Norway.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  be  certainly  stated  whether  tonnage-duties  would  or 
would  not  be  required  of  such  vessels  belonging  to  this  country,  iu  the 
ports  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  will,  when  the  occasion  shall  arise, 
faithfully  perform  their  duty  under  the  ti*eaties.  For  the  obligations 
imposed  by  them  are  reciprocal  ;  but  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
may  claim  the  benefit  of  them,  even  if  the  other  should  never  inaugu- 
rate regular  steam- navigation  between  the  two  nations. 

It  results  from  what  has  been  said  that  the  moneys  which  have  been 
paid  for  duties  of  **  tonnage,  anchorage,  buoys,  and  light  houses,  by 
the  Norse- American  line"  of  steamers,  to  the  custonis-ottii'ers  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  exacted  contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaties  above  set  forth  ;  contrary,  tbereiV>re,  to  law.  The  amounts  in 
the  Treasury  so  collected  are  not  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  but 
belong  to  the  owners  of  the  said  line  of  steamers. 

It  Is  money  had  and  received  to  their  use  ;  and  they  are  entitle^l  to 
have  it  refunded  to  them. 

[  pass  now  to  the  second  inquiry.  Section  3012J  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes provides,  in  substance,  that  when,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  it  shall  appear  that  more  money  has  been  paid  to 
the  customs-officers  of  the  Government  than  the  law  requires  for  duties 
or  other  moneys,  and  protest  and  appeal  to  the  Secretary  has  been  made 
as  required  by  law,  he  may  refund  the  overplus,  &c. 

The  facts  of  the  case  under  consideration  in  respect  to  overpayment 
not  only  answer  to  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the  law,  but  go  far  be- 
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yoiid  tbein.  The  language  of  the  law  implies  that  money  is  due  to  the 
Government  in  the  case  provided  for,  and  that  there  is  an  overpayment. 
Here,  nothing  was  due.  But  I  think  the  plain  intent  of  tbe  law  is, 
that  whenever  money  has  been  collected  by  the  customs-officers  of  the 
Government,  that  does  not  by  law  belong  to  it,  and  the  appeal  required 
by  the  statute  has  been  made  to  the  Secretary,  he  shall  refund  to  the 
party  whose  money  has  been  taken  without  warrant  of  law.  It  would 
be  monstrous  to  hold  that  the  Secretary  may  make  restitution  where  a 
part  only  wa«  unlawfully  received,  but  cannot  where  the^r/io/cwasexacted 
against  law.  Section  3013  provides  for  the  c«se  of  fnilure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  statute  relative  to  the  protest  and  appeal  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  when  that  functionary  is  satisfied  that 
such  noncompliance  is  owing  to  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of 
the  owner,  master,  consignee,  or  agent.  In  other  respects  it  is  substan- 
tially like  the  preceding  section. 

The  language  is  certainly  broad  enough  to  cover  the  cases  supposed, 
viz,  "cases  in  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
circnm8tan<;es  have  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  consignee  or  agent 
of  the  line  to  protest  and  appeal."  I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  the  case 
as  stated,  it  will  not  be  overstepping  the  limit  of  the  powers  given  by 
these  provisions  of  law  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  he  shall 
refund  to  the  owners  of  the  Norse-American  line  of  steamers  the  mon- 
eys exacted  from  them  as  "duties  of  tonnage,  buoys,  and  light-houses,'* 
contrary  to  the  aforesaid  treaty-stipulations. 

It  remains  to  inquire  how  far  back  the  operation  of  these  laws 
extends.  Section  3012J  is  a  re-enactment  of  section  16  of  the  act  of 
June  30, 1804,  (13  Stats.,  215,)  and  section  3013  of  the  seventh  section 
of  the  act  of  July  28,  1866,  (14  Stats.,  329.)  Tbe  law,  as  declared  in 
Miction  3012^,  has  been  in  operation  certainly  since  June  30,  1864.  In 
respect  to  tonnage-duties  it  does  not,  I  think,  reach  beyond  that  time 
iu  the  past. 

Section  16  of  the  act  of  1864  (identical  with  section  3012J,  Rev.  Stats.) 
Bpeaiks  of  duties  paid  under  proti»8t  and  appeal,  ''as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided;'' that  is,  in  sections  14  and  15  of  the  same  act. 

Section  14  (13  Stats.,  215)  provides  that,  'Mu  the  case  of  duties  lev- 
ied on  tonnage,  (as  well  as  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise^  unless 
the  owner,  master,  commander,  or  consignee  of  the  vessel  *' shall,  within 
ten  days  after  the  ascertainment  and  liquidation  of  the  duties  by  the 
proper  officers  of  the  customs,  give  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  collector" 
of  objection  to  his  decision,  and,  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of 
8uch  ascertainment  and  liquidation,  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  decision  of  the  collector  sliall  be  tinal  and  conclusive. 

The  section  of  the  Revised  Statutes  corresponding  to  this  is  No.  2931, 
1».  620.  There  is  no  like  statute  in  respect  to  tonnage-duties  prior  to 
June  30,  1864.  There  is  a  similar  law  in  case  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, to  wit,  section  5  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1857,  (11  Stats.,  105.) 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  operation  of  section  3012J  is  dependent  upon 
the  condition  that  there  should  be  notice  in  writing  to  the  collector  of 
objection  to  his  decision  within  ten  days  after  it  is  made,  and  an  appeal 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of 
such  decision;  and  there  is  no  like  requirement  in  tbe  case  of  tonnage- 
duties  prior  to  the  30th  of  June,  1864. 

it  follows  that  said  section  cannot  reach  back  in  its  effect  beyond 
that  date,  so  far  as  it  concerns  duties  on  tonnage.  It  is  hnrdly  neces- 
sary to  add  that  the  same  rule  holds  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  sec- 
tion 3013,  for  there  could  not  be  a  failure  ^^  to  comply  with  tl^  ^A^l^kfe 
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meuts  relating  to  appeals  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ^  before  there 
were  any  such  requirements. 

As  to  duties  of  tonnage  overpaid,  or  exacted  contrary  to  law,  prior  to 
June  30,  1864,  the  question  whether  they  can  be  refunded  depends  upon 
the  law  as  it  was  before  that  date,  and  the  practice  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

The  law  of  March  3,  1839,  section  3,  is  applicable  thereto,  (5  Stats., 
348.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnllv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  WILLIAMS, 

Attoniey-OeneraL 
Hon.  B.  H.  Brtstow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Department  of  State, 

Waahington^  December  2,  1874. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  your  consideration,  the 
inclosed  cop3%  in  transhiticm,  of  a  note  addressed  to  this  Department  by 
the  minister  of  Sweden  and  Norway,  under  date  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
who,  in  view  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  Treasury  Department,  re- 
quests, on  behalf  of  his  government,  that  the  amount  of  tonna^redues 
heretofore  paid  by  the  Norwegian  line  of  steamers,  at  the  port  of  New 
York,  may  be  refunded  through  the  Swedish  legation  to  the  steamship 
company  in  question.  A  copy  of  a  list  of  the  sums  alleged  to  have 
been  paid  by  that  company  is  also  inclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
Hon.  Benjamin  H.  Bbistow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[iDclosnre.] 

Mr.  Stenersen  to  Mr.  Fish,  November  25,  1874,  with  an  accompani- 
ment. 


[TranalAtion.] 
Mr.  Stenersen  to  Mr,  Fish, 

Lkoation  of  Sweden  and  Norway  in  thk  Unitkd  States, 

Waahington,  November  25,  1874.  (Received  Nov.  27.) 
Mr.  Secretary  of  State:  The  government  of  the  King  having  been  informed  by  tel- 
egraph of  the  contentB  of  the  note  which  yon  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  nnder  date 
of  the  13th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  its  instructions,  Mr.  Secretary  of 
State,  herewith  to  inclose  to  you  a  list  of  the  sums  which  have  been  paid  as  tonnage- 
dues  at  New  York  by  the  steamers  of  the  Norwegian  line,  said  sums  forming  a  total  of 
$6,447.60,  and  I  beg  yon  to  be  pleased,  in  accordance  with  the  principle  enunciated  in 
yonr  note  aforesaid,  to  cause  this  amount  to  be  refunded,  through  this  legation,  to  the 
steamship  company  in  quest-ion. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  reiterated  assurances  of  my  highest 
consideration. 

O.  STENERSEN. 
Hon,  Hamilton  Fi8h, 

Secretary  of  State^  ^'C,  Washington. 
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Tbnnage-dues  paid  at  New  York  by  the  Bteamer$  of  the  Nortcegian  line. 

Steamer  St.  Olaf,  July,  1871 $r>H6  20 

Steamer  St.  Olaf,  September,  lrt72 586  20 

Sleamer  8t.  Olaf,  October,  1873 586  20 

— — — —  Si  758  60 

Steamer  Peter  Jebseii,  May,  1872 374  40 

Steamer  Peter  Jebseii,  May,  1872 374  40 

748  60 

Steamer  Harald  Haarfager,  July,  1872 657  90 

Steamer  Harald  Haarfager,  August,  1873 657  90 

1,315  80 

Steamer  HakoD  Adelsten,  May,  1873 425  10 

SteamerHakouAdelBten,  July.  1874 425  10 

850  20 

Steamer  Kong  Sverre,  July,  1873 723  60 

Steamer  Koug  Sverre,  A nguat,  1874 723  60 

1,447  20 

Steamer  Fridjof,  May,  1873 327  00 

Total 6,447  60 

By  the  Direction. 

P.  JEBSEN. 
Behoex,  October  27,  1874. 


Department  of  State, 

WaHhivgioiiy  January  29, 1875. 
^  Sir:  Referring  to  ray  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo, inclosing  a  copy  in  translation,  of  a 
D<»te  of  the  25rh  of  November  last,  from  the  minister  of  Sv^'eden  nnl  Norway,  and  of  its 
accompaniment,  relative  to  the  return  to  the  Norwegian  line  of  steamers  of  tlie  amount 
paid  by  them  fur  tonnage-dues  at  the  port  of  New  York,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  state 
that,  Mr.  Steuersen  having  recently  recalled  attention  to  the  matter,  I  shall  be  pleased 
if  you  will  acquaint  me  with  your  views  upon  the  subject,  in  order  that  this  Depart- 
ment may  uiatce  a  suitable  reply  to  the  minister's  note. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
Hon.  Benjamin  H.  Bristow, 

Stcrttary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Dj:partment, 

Washington,  1).  C\,  May  11,  1875. 

Sir:  Befeninp:  to  yonr  several  letters  of  December  2,  1874,  and  of 
the  29th  of  January  and  the  27th  of  February  last,  in  regard  to  a  re- 
quest by  the  Swedish  minister  for  a  refund  of  sums  amounting  to 
i^G,447.(KK  collected  as  toiiuage  tax  of  steamships  of  the  NoreieAmeri- 
Ciiu  line,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  iny  reply  to  your  several  com- 
muuicarions  has  been  delayed  by  the  necessity  of  oi»taiuing  a  report 
troui  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York  of  the  amount  actually  col- 
lecteil  of  that  line,  and  also  of  inquiry  into  the  power  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  make  the  refund  denianded. 

In  my  communication  to  you  of  October  3,  1874,  I  expressed  my  will- 
ingness to  concede  the  ejcemption  of  the  vessels  of  tliat  line  frouj  the  pay- 
ment of  any  further  tonnage-tax,  and  instructions  to  that  ellect  were 
accordingly  given  to  the  collector  of  New  York  to  refrain  froui  collect- 
ing it  until  otherwise  ordered.  But  no  opinion  was  expressed  as  to  my 
power  to  refund  the  sums  already  collected. 

On  mature  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  am  satisfied  that,  no  pro- 
test and  appeal  having  been  made,  as  required  by  section  2931  of  the 
Kevised   Statutes,  upon  the    payments  ot  the  tax  made  slncji^j)t|^'^G 
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1873, 1  have  no  power  to  refund  the  anms  paid  after  that  date.  Pay- 
ments made  between  July  24,  1871,  and  June  26,  1873,  (inclusive  of  the 
latter  date,)  upon  the  8t.  Olaf  and  the  Peter  Jebsen,  can  only  be  re- 
funded under  a  forced  construction  of  section  3013  of  the  llevised 
Statutes.  Protest  was  made  at  tlie  time  of  payment  of  the  tax  upon 
the  Frithiof,  the  H.  Adelsteen,  and  the  K.  8verre,  but  there  wits  no  ap- 
peal. These  protests,  together  with  the  notice  supposed  to  have  been 
given  the  Swedish  minister  in  accordance  with  the  request  expresaeii 
in  the  letter  of  this  Department  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  October 
10,  1872,  indicate  that  the  line  were  sufficiently  cognizant  of  the  re- 
quirement of  onr  law  to  render  it  obligatory  upon  them  to  make  pro- 
test if  they  expected  a  refund  from  this  I)e])artment. 

These  obstacles  to  a  refund  by  nn*  are  not,  however,  to  be  conRtmed 
as  a  denial  of  the  validity  of  the  claim,  which  seems  to  me  to  follow  aa 
a  necessary  consequence  from  the  concession  of  the  exemption  from  the 
payment  of  the  tax  during  the  continuance  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Belgium  of  July  17,  1858.  It  will  be  necessary, 
therefore,  for  the  claimants  to  appeal  to  Congress  for  relief,  and  their 
appeal,  if  so  desired,  will  be  supported  by  the  recommendation  of  this 
Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

IJ.  H.  BRISTOW, 

/Secretary. 

Hon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Treasury  Departmeht, 
Wa^hingtotij  D.  C,  May  22,  1875. 

Sir:  In  further  explanation  of  the  Department's  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  refund  of  96,447.00,  collected  as  tonnage-tax 
on  the  steamships  of  the  Norse-American  line,  I  have  the  honor  to  say 
that  the  payments  of  this  tax  were  made  at  various  dates,  extending 
from  July  24,  1871,  to  August  23, 1873. 

Between  July  24, 1871,  and  September  10, 1872,  there.were  three  pay- 
ments of  the  tax  made  upon  the  St.  Olaf,  two  upon  the  Peter  Jebsen, 
and  two  upon  the  Harald  Haarfager,  amounting  to  $2,205.70,  as  returned 
by  the  collector  of  customs  at  New  York. 

The  power  of  tbis  Department  to  return  the  sums  thus  paid  is  con- 
ferred, if  at  all,  under  section  3013  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  This  sec- 
tion provides  for  the  refund  of  tounage-tax  or  other  payments  made  to 
a  collector,  where  there  has  been  a  failure  to  protest  and  appeal  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  requirements  of  section  2931,  Revised  Statutes,  but 
it  makes  the  refund  dependent  upon  the  fact  that  '^  the  Secretary'  of  the 
Treasury  shall  be  satistled  that  such  non-compliance  with  the  require- 
ments as  above  stated  was  owing  to  circumstances  beyond  the  control 
of  the  importer,  consignee,  or  agent  making  such  payments."  I  do  not 
find,  as  regards  these  particular  payments  upon  the  steamships  St. 
Olaf,  Jebsen,  and  Haarfager,  that  the  failure  to  pi*otest  and  appeal  was 
owing  to  circumstances  beyond  the  control  of  the  agent  of  the  line,  and 
therefore,  as  stated  in  my  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  the  refund 
of  the  suuis  paid  between  those  dates  could  only  be  made  under  a  forced 
construction  of  section  3013,  a  construction  which  1  do  not  feel  disposed 
to  give. 

The  case  is  still  stronger  as  regards  the  payments  of  the  tax  upon  the 
St.  Olaf,  (October  23,  1873,)  and  various  payments  made  in  1873  and 
1874  upod  the  Frid^of,  Haken  Adelsteen,  Kong  Sverre,  and  Haarfager. 
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In  a  letter  of  this  Department  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  Octobej 
10, 1872,  notice  of  the  necessity  of  protest  was  n»qaested  to  be  given  to  the 
Swedish  minister,  and  ills  presumed  that  such  notice  wan  given.  More- 
over, in  May  and  July,  1873,  protest  was  actually  made  in  the  cases  of 
the  Frithiof,  Ailelsteeu,  and  K.  Sverre,  but  without  appeal.  The  fact 
that  protest  was  mjwie  as  early  as  May.  1873,  on  the  paymont  of  the 
tax  upon  certnin  vessels  of  the  line,  indicated  that  her  agents  were  at 
that  date  cognizant  of  the  necessity  of  protest,  and  that  the  notificatiou 
of  such  necessity  had  been  given  them  in  October,  1872,  as  requested  by 
this  Department.  Had  there  been  protest  and  api)eal  as  required  by 
section  2931  Revised  Statutes,  upon  all  the  payments  of  the  tax  on  the 
Norse  line,  this  Department  could  at  once  onler  a  refund  under  section 
3012^  Revised  Statutes.  But  in  the  cases  in  which  protest  was  made, 
there  was  no  api)eal  f  and  in  cases  in  which  there  was  neither  protest 
iior  appeal,  it  does  not  appear  that  there  were  such  circumstances 
beyond  the  contiol  of  the  agent  of  the  line  as  wouhl  relieve  him  from 
the  obligation  to  protest,  and  enable  me  to  refund  the  tax  under  sec- 
tion 3013. 

These  objections  to  a  refund  concern  only  ray  power  to  order  it,  and 
do  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  claim ;  and  the  necessity  of  making 
provision  for  its  payment  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  next 
Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

Utoretary. 

Hod.  Hamilton  Fisn, 

Secretary  of  State, 


CUSTOM-HOUSE,  New  Youk, 

Colltctor'8  Office,  Febtuary  5,  1875. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Department's  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  (1039, 
D.  L.,)    relative   to   tonnage-duty   heretofore   paid   upon    the   Norse 
steamers. 

Inclosed  herewith  is  a  statement  of  the  payments.    Messrs.    Funch, 
Edye  &  Co.  are  the  responsible  agents  of  the  line.   Protests   were 
lodged  as  follows : 
May  9,  1873,  as  to  the  Frithiof. 
May  28,  1873,  as  to  the  H.  Adelsteen. 
July  16,  1873,  as  to  the  K.  Sverre. 
No  other  protest  has  been  found. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  1*.  CLINCH, 
Aasintant  Collector, 
Hon.  B.  H.  Bristow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Stutemeni  oj  tatmagt-imty  paid  on  Notm- American  steamerBf  as  appears  hy  the  record  in 

cashier's  department, 

July24, 1871,  St.  Claf,  on  entering 1,200  $360  00 

Aagnst  1, 1671,  St.  Olaf,  on  cJearing 754  U26  «0 

September  10,  1872,  St.  Olaf, on  entering 1,954  586  20 

October  20, 1873,  St.  Olaf, on  entering..: 1,954  586  20 

May  23, 1872,  Peter  Jebsen,  on  entering 900  270  00 

August  2,  ltf72,  Peter  Jebaen,  on  clearing *M6  1U4  40 
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June  26,  1873.  Peter  Jebsen,  on  entering 1,248  $374  40 

May  6,1873,  Fridtjof,  on  entering 800  240  00 

May  19,  1873,  Fridtjof,  on  clearing 290  87  00 

May  20, 1873,  Haken  Adelsteen,  on  entering 1,400  4*^0  00 

May  29,  1873,  Haken  Adelsteen,  on  clearing 17  5  10 

July  8,  1874,  Haken  Adelsteen,  on  entering 1,417  42>  10 

July  16, 1873,  King  Sverre,  on  entering 2,200  660  00 

July  22,  1873,  King  Sverre,  on  cleariue 212  (53  60 

August.  13,  1874,  King  Sverre,  on  entering '. 2,412  723  60 

July  2ri,  1872,  Harald  Haarfager,  on  entering 1,345  403  50 

August  10,  1872,  Harald  Haarfager,  on  clearing 848  254  40 

August  23,  1873,  Harald  Haarfager,  ou  entering 2, 193  657  90 

Total 6,447  60 


Treaties  referred  to  in  letter  of  tlie  State  Deportment  of  Augmt  31,  1874. 

ARTICLE  IV  OF  THE  TREATY  WITH  BELGIUM  OF  JULY  17,  1858. 

Steam-veasels  of  the  United  States  and  of  Belojium  engaged  in  regu- 
lar iiavigatian  between  the'Uiiited  States  and  Belgium  ahall  be  exempt 
in  both  countries  from  the  payment  of  duties  of  tonnage,  anchorage, 
buoys,  and  light-houses. 

ARTICLE  II  OF  THE  TREATY  WITH  SWEDEN  OF  1783. 

The  King  and  the  United  States  engage  mutually  not  to  grant  here- 
after any  particular  favor  to  other  nations  in  respect  to  commerce  and 
navigation  which  shall  not  immediately  become  common  to  the  other 
party,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  favor  freely,  if  the  concession  was  freely 
ma<le,  or  on  alljwiug  the  same  compensation,  if  the  concession  wSpS  con- 
ditional. 

ARTICLE  VIII  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY  OF  1827. 

The  two  high  contracting  parties  engage  not  to  impose  upon  the  nav- 
igation between  their  respective  territories,  in  the  vessels  of  either,  any 
tonnage  or  other  duties,  of  any  kind  or  denomination,  which  shall  be 
higher  or  other  than  those  which  shall  be  imposed  on  any  other  naviga- 
tion, except  that  which  they  have  reserved  to  themselves,  respectively, 
by  the  sixth  article  of  the  present  treaty. 

ARTICLE  XVII  OF  THE  TREATY  WITH  SWEDEN  AND  NORWAY  OF  1827. 

The  second,  tilth,  sixth,  seveith,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth, 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eighteenth, nine- 
teenth, twenty  first,  twenty-second,  twenty-third,  and  twenty  fifth  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  of  amity  ami  commerce  concluded  at  Paris  on  the 
third  of  A[)ril,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  Sweden,  together  with  the  first,  second,  fourth,  and  fifth 
separate  articles,  signed  on  the  same  day  by  the  same  plenipotentiaries, 
are  revived,  and  made  applicable  to  all  the  countries  under  the  domin- 
ion of  the  present  high  contracting  parties,  and  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  value  as  if  they  were  inserted  in  the  context  of  the  present 
treaty;  it  being  understood  thiit  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  arti- 
cles above  cited  shall  always  be  considered  as  in  no  manner  ati'ectiug 
the  conventions  concluded  by  either  partj*  with  other  nations  during 
the  interval  between  the  expiration  of  the  said  treiity  of  one  thonsaud 
seven  hundred  eighty-three  and  the  revival  of  said  articles  by  the  treaty 
of  commerce  and  navigation  concluded  at  Stockholm  by  the  present 
high  contracting  parties  on  the  fourth  of  Saptember,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 
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UNITED  STATES  CONVICTS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE     ATTORNEY-GENERAL, 


TRANSMITTING, 


In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  parsed  December  17,  1875,  copy  of 
a  lett^er  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury^  giving  a  statement  of 
number  of  convicts  held  in  State  prisons  hy  authority  of  the  United  StateSy. 
and  th€  annual  expense  of,lieepiny  the  same. 


J.\XUARY  12,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriatioiw  anil  ordered  to  be- 

printed. 


Department  of  Justice, 
Wobhington^  January  6,  1876. 
Sir  :  In  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
passed  on  December  17,  1875, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
p^iving  an  approximate  statement  of  the  number  of  convicts  held  in 
State  prisons  by  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  the  annual  expense 
of  keeping  them.    There  is  no  record  in  this  Department  of  the  persons 
imprisoned  by  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  their  number;  nor  are 
the  accounts  for  keeping  them  of  superintendents  or  wardens  of  State 
])enitentiaries  and  prisons  kept  at  this  Department.     Hence  the  neces*^ 
sity  of  applying  to  the  Treasury  for  this  information. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKDS  PIERREPONT, 

Attorney-  Generah 
The  Speaker  of  th^  House  of  Representatives. 


Treasury  Department, 

First  Comptroller's  Office, 
Washingt^n^  D.  0.,  January  5, 1876, 
Sir  :  Referring  to  letter  of  20th  ultimo,  from  the  Acting  Attorney- 
General,  Hon.  S.  F.  Phillips,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  which  it  relates,  I  have  the  honor  to  stated  $n^ftw^^ 
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thereto,  that  the  number  of  prisoners  held  by  authority  of  the  United 
States  Government  in  the  different  State  prisons  varies  almost  daily, 
and  hence  the  annual  expense  of  keeping  the  same  cannot  be  accurately 
given.  Nor  can  I  furnish  information  relative  to  prisoners  convicted 
in  military  courts-martial,  as  accounts  for  keeping  such  prisoners  are 
not  rendered  to  this  Office,  but  to  the  War  Department.  The  statement 
hereto  annexed  contains  the  best  answer  that  this  Office  can  give  to  the 
resolution.  From  States  not  named  in  this  statement  convicts  are  re- 
moved to  and  confined  in  the  prisons  at  Albany,  Detroit,  Leavenworth, 
or  some  other  place  in  the  States  which  are  named,  so  that  all  the  con- 
victs from  all  the  States  are  included  in  the  numbers  given,  so  far  as 
known  to  this  Office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I?.  W.  TAYLER, 

Comptroller. 
Hon.  Edwards  Piereepont, 

A  itorney-  General, 


Approximate  statement  of  tJie  number  of  convicts  held  in  State  prisons  by 
authority  of  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts^  and  the  annual 
ejpense  of  keeping  said  convicts^  omitting  fractions. 


States. 


Arkansas 

California 

Cunnecticut 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan  State  prison 

Michigan  house  of  correction 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

New  York,  Kings  County  prison  . . 
New  York,  Albany  penitentiary.. . 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania^  Pittsburgh  prison.. 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia  prison 
Wisconsin 


Annual  ex- 
penses. 


38    I 

12    1 

8 

9 

19    ' 
16    ' 

9 

5    . 

5 

5  I 
14  I 
11     I 

4 

12 

67 

150 

16 

9 
30 
17 

6 


I  Average  an- 
nual expen- 
ses of  each. 


110,656  50 

1,825  00 

1,587  86 

1,133  11 

1,784  80 

4, 016  00 

2, 944  00 

2, 065  50 

821  00 

725  67 

852  54 

2,585  00 

769  33 

781  67 

3, 020  52 

12, 820  00 

10,728  I«) 

3,002  18 

3,638  86 

5, 648  30  I 

2,6V9  70  I 

1,280  31  I 


$280  43 
:)65  00 
132  :i2 
141  6:i 
198  31 
211  :ff 
184  00 
229  5a 
164  20 
145  13 
170  50 
184  6:) 

69  94 
195  41 
251  71 
191  34 

69  21 

187  63 
404  31 

188  27 
154-  68 
213  28 
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SCHEDULE  OF  CLAIMS  ALLOWED. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE   SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TIMX8MITTING, 


In  compliance  with  second  section  of  act  of  Congress  of  June  16,  1S74,  a 
schedule  of  355  claims  arising  under  act  of  Jtily  4,  1864,  examined  a7id 
allowed. 


Jasvmiy  12, 1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  ami  onlered  to  be  priuted. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  I>.  C,  January  6,  1876. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  Jane  16,  1874,  I  transmit  herewith  a  schedule  of  355  claims 
arisinf?  under  the  act  of  Jnly  4,  1864,  examined  and  allowed  by  the 
l>roper  accounting  oflScera  since  December  7,  1874,  amounting  to 'one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  ami  forty-eight  dollars 
aud  ten  cents,  ($158,548.10.) 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  ir.  BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  M.  C.  Kerr, 

Speaker  Home  of  Reprefteiita tires. 


Treasury  Department, 
Third  Auditor's  Office, 

December  7,  1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  papers  in  355  cases,  aggregating 
§158,548.10,  which  have  been  examined  and  allowed  by  the  accounting 
iifiieera  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Jnly  4,  1864, 
since  the  submission  of  my  report  dated  December  7,  1874. 

These  papers  are  transmitted  that  j'ou  may  take,  such  action  in  respect 
to  the  same  as,  in  your  opinion,  is  required  by  the  second  section  of  the 
act  of. Congress  approved  June  16,  1874,  entitled  *'An  act  making  ap- 
[tropriatioDs  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
:{0,  1874,  and  for  other  purposes."  ogitzedby^OOgie 


2  SCHEDULE   OF   CI^AIMS   ALLOWED. 

I  most  respectfully  call  jour  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  chiini» 
allowed  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  by  the  accoantiug  officers 
of  th^  Treasury,  prior  to  December  7, 1874,  and  which  you  transmitted 
to  Congress,  December  3L,  1874,  are  still  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of 
the  Committee  on  TN'ar-Claims  of  the  late  House  of  Representatives,  the 
bill  providing  for  their  allowance  having  passed  the  Honse  and  failed  iu 
the  {Senate ;  and  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  take  such  steps  at^ 
you  may  deem  necessary  to  bring  the  said  claims  to  the  attention  of  the 
present  Congress,  in  connection  with  those  now  transmitted. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN  RUTHEKFORD, 
Ho?'.  B.  H.  Bbietow,  AMdiltr. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Claims  under  act  of  July  4, 1864,  allowed  by  Third  Auditor  and  Second 

Cmnptroller. 

Antanacio  and  Antonio  A deite,  Socorro  County,  New  Mexico $600  00 

CbarleaK.  Abbott,  Fayette  County,  Teuu 240  «< 

Darwin  J.  Adkius,  Clay  County,  Mp 250  GO 

Thomas  G.  AIIIhou,  Davidson  County,  Tenu , 21  25 

John  F.  Anderson,  Franklin  County,  Tenu 159  00 

Philip  Anthony,  jr.,  Wilson  County,  Tenu 400  00 

JackKon  Applegate  and  Joseph  Booker,  Clinton  Qounty,  Ind 200  00 

\V.  P.  Ashby,  Henry  Couuty,  Ky 13  29 

J.  H.  Atchley,  Sevier  County,  Tenn 45  00 

ClayborneW.  A ult,  Knox  County,  Tenu 723  50 

John  Bynnm,  JackMon  County,  Mo 125  00 

Julia  C.  Baily,  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testauiont  of  Sylvester  Biily, 

deceased,  late  of  Shelby  County,  Tenn 350  00 

Emily  Beale,  Washington  County,  D.  C 79  33 

Nathaniel  Bird,  Knox  County,  Tenn 115  75 

Kinchen  Burnett,  Davidson  County,  Tenn 7U  00 

Ly Sander  Ball,  Lincoln  County,  Ky 12  75 

Lambert  Banta,  Hart  County,  Ky 6d  tjU 

David  Bassel,  Harrison  County,  W.  Va 200  00 

David  Beard,  Wilson  County,  Tenn 175  Oi» 

Julius  Bedoit,  Kenton  County,  Ky 300  00 

Daniel  L.  Bettis,  Jefferson  County,  Tenn 14d  60 

Henry  Biggs,  Lafayette  County,  Tenn 1.325  03 

JohnL.  Black,  Henry  County,  Ky 140  00 

Samuel  Black,  Laurel  County,  Ky 150  00 

Salome  Boeger,  Franklin  County,  Mo 44  00 

James  H.  Boling,  administrator  of  the  estate  i»f  William  Boling,  deceased, 

late  of  Boyle  County,  Ky 3  00 

V.  S.  Boissean,  administrator  of  P.  H.  Buisseau,  deceased,  late  of  Simpson 

County,  Ky 150  00 

6.  L.  Bourland,  Hopkius  County,  Ky HO  00 

Elias  Bowman,  Campbell  County,  Tenn 23  05 

William  H.  Bowman,  Montgomnry  County,  Md 205  00 

James  S.  Boyd,  Knox  County.  Teun 3,555  00 

William  Boyer,  Washington  County,  Md 18  00 

Charles  B'-adley,  in  his  own  right,  and  Charles  Bradley,  administrator  of  the 

estate  of  Caroline  Maunder,  deceased,  Washington  County,  D.  C 4, 5^6  6 1 

James  Bradshaw,  Christian  County,  Ky US  00 

William  C.  Brady,  Cass  County,  111 135  00 

William  H.  Branham,  deceased,  (estate,)  late  of  Hardin  County,  Ky 120  00 

James  Brasel,  Morgan  County,  Tenn » 164  00 

Frederick  Brauer,  Pettis  Couuty,  Mo 75  00 

Archibald  Brittain,  Knox  County,  Ky 13  00 

Mary  K.  Brown,  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  Brown, 

deceased,  late  of  Washington  County,  D.  C 1,870  00 

J.  G.  Bruton,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  R.  T.  Roberts,  deceased,  late  of 

Boone  County,  Mo 110  00 

Hardin  Bntler,  Hart  County,  Ky 182  50 

John  Bettis,  Jefftrson  County, Tenn Oi^iiztfdb^^QO^lC    38  00 
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S.  D.  Brooks,  admiDistrator  of  the  estate  of  David  L.  Brooks^  deceased,  late 

of  Ballitt  County,  Ky 8140  00 

E.  W.  Caldwell,  Shelby  County,  Teiiii 3,459  75 

Moses  Capps,  administratrix  of  Allen  Copps,  deceased,  late  of  Cauiberland 

County,  Ky 75  00 

E.  J.  Carr,  Memphis,  Tenn im  60 

Nelson  Cams,  Knox  County,  Ky 3  00 

Killinham  Cams,  Knox  Countv,  Ky 2  50 

William  Cash,  Caldwell  County,  Ky •. 55  50 

James  Chambers,  Washington  County,  Md 120  17 

Abel  Cbaney,  Pike  County,  Ky 250  00 

James  R.  Cbavoos,  Robertson  Connty,  Tenn 312  50 

Samuel  W.  Chinn'&  Co.,  Marion  County,  Mo l'^8  68 

Joel  B.  Chitwood,  Scott  Connty,  Tenn 152  00 

George  Chrisman,  Berkeley  Connty,  W.  Va 11  50 

John  H.  Clagett,  Washington  County,  Md 332  40 

Z.  S.  Claggett,  executor,  and  Mayberry  C.  Beeler.  <*xeculrix,  of  the  last  will 

and  testament  of  Peter  Heeler,  deceased,  late  of  W^ashingtou  County,  Md.  465  03 

John  A.  Clark,  Bullitt  Connty,  Ky 162  50 

John  Clendening,  administrator  ot  the  estate  of  S'allie  Frazier,  deceased,  late 

ofSamner  CouAty,  Tenn 192  £0 

Green  Cline,  Vernon  Connty,  Mo 405  00 

James  P.  Coleman,  Warren  Connty,  Ky 480<C0 

W.  F.  CooDibs,  Hardin  County,  Ky 115.  5u 

Joseph  A.  Cooper,  Campbell  County,  Tenn 155  00 

William  Cooper,  Lee  County,  Iowa 270  00 

Samuel  E.  Cottrell,  administrator  of  ttie  estate  of  David  C.  C  Jtcrell,  deceased, 

late  of  Claiborne  Connty,  Tenn 85  fO 

Wilkins  Crawford,  Ralls  County,  Mo 150  00 

Joshua  H.  Crump,  Hart  County,  Ky '-iOO  00 

.\rnoId  Cunningham,  Pendletou  County,  W.  Va 1 45  00 

Rollin  L.  Curtis,  surviving  partner  of  McLaughlin  &  Curtis,  Washington 

County,  Ohio 97  17 

John  E.  Carson,  Lincoln  County,  Ky 57  5« 

William  R.  Chitwood,  Jefferson  County,  Kans 26  84 

James  Clift,  Warren  County,  Tenn 30  00 

George  W.  Com,  Franklin  County,  Tenn 196  87 

Carter  Dalton,  Grainger  County,  Tenn ^ 70  00 

James  A.  Darwin,  Rhea  County,  Tenn 43  00 

Frances  Davis,  Harrison  County,  W.  Va 125  00 

Margaret  A.  and  Joseph  F.  Davis,  executrix  and  executor  of  the  last  will  and 

testament  of  E.  Davis,  deceased,  late'^of  Washington  County,  Md 763  10 

McKinney  Dooley,  Maury  County,  Tenn 665  00 

J.  W.  Doherty  and  C.  A.  Boyd,  administrators,  with  the  will  annexed,  of 

Litle  Choate,  deceased,  late  of  Wayne  Connty,  Tenn 44  85 

Alfred  D(»sett,  Campbell  Countv,  Tenn 176  42 

Edmund  Duff,  Barren  County,  Ky 113  00 

'  Sallie  A.  Dunn,  Garrawl  County,  Ky 594  00 

Uenry  Dickenson,  Pendleton  County.  W.  Va.,  for  quartennnstertt'  stores, 

$348.00 ;  and  for  commissary  stores.%17l.00 ;  amount 519  00 

Henry  C.  Dickenson, Lee  County,  Ky., $31.92  for  quartermasters'  stores;  and 

$58.06  for  commissary  stores ;  total *.  89  98 

Jacob  Eakle,  Washington  County,  Md fe59  00 

G.  S.  Early,  Pulaski  Connty,  Ky 957  bd 

James  F.  Edwards,  administrator  of  Thomas  B.  English,  deceased,  late  of 

Cape  Girardeau  Countv,  Mo 63  00 

Elden  &  Walter,  Franklin  County,  Pa V83  00 

Benjamin  Emmert,  Rowan  County,  N.  C,  formerlv  of  Wabhitmton  Countv, 

Md ! ; : 396  2. 

Henry  Enders,  McCracken  County,  Ky 1, 056  o6 

Andrew  J.  Ey ler,  Washington  Countv,  M<1 395  00 

William  C.  EzelJ,  Davidson  Countv,  tenn 38  40 

William  Ewing,  Ohio  Conntv,  W.  Va 40  25 

Paytou  G.  Edwards,  Todd  County,  Ky 270  00 

H.  V.  Paris,  administrator  of  Irwin  Fans,  deceased,  late  of  Saline  County, 

Kans 5.38  00 

Alexander  Feely,  E.  H.  Wheeler,and  H.  E.  Hiler,  Bates  County,  Mo 1, 115  00 

S.  J.  Felty,  (should  be  Feltz,)  Adams  County,  Pa 22  ti9 

Jacob  Fisher,  Smith  County,  Tenn 115  00 

Robert  Floytl  and  George  Anderson,  partners,  trading  under  the  name  of 

Floyd  &  Anderson,  Jtffersjon  County,  Ky D+git+^ed-i^^^OU^liC 


4  SCHEDULE   OF   CLAIMS  ALLOWED. 

Hanniog  Fupgy,  Randolph  County,  W.  Va $2^0  00 

Martin  Ford,  Carroll  County,  Ky 100  00 

Edward  Francis,  Marion  Connty,  Tenn 247  25 

Eliza. Fisher,  Montgomery  Connty,  Md.,  for  qnartermaater's  stores,  $1,143 ; 

and  for  commissary  stores,  $372;  amount 1,51'*  00 

John  R.  Gaines,  Monroe  County,  Tenn 40  20 

Michael  Gallaber,  Humphreys  County,  Tenn 273  60 

H.  R.  &  H.  W.  Gardner,  administrators  of  the  estate  of  J.  H.  Gardner,  de- 

•k  ceased,  late  of  Estill  County,  Ky 210  00 

John  Garman,  Cumberland  County,  Ky 6  50 

William  J.  Gtorore,  Floyd  County,  Ky 1,093  20 

John  Gilliland,  Jefferson  County,  Ky 80  00 

James  W.Gleaves,  Wilson  County,  Tenn 100  00 

Levi  Glenn,  Hamilton  County,  111 145  OO 

J.  F.  Gracy,  Maury  County,  Tenn 120  00 

John  Graham,  McNairy  County,  Tenn 43  05 

John  H.  Grabam,  president  of  the  Knob  City  Land  Company,  Jefferson 

County,  Ky 1,600  CO 

Peier  Gray,  Washington  County,  Md 15  00 

Beal  Greene,  Jackson  Connty,  Mo filSO  00 

James  M.  Grace,  McCracken  County,  Ky : 5,950  00 

William  M.  Gaines,  Lauderdale  County,  Tenn 140  00 

J«siah  H.  Green,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Barbara  A.  Green,  deceased, 

late  of  Washington  County,  Md 309  20 

Catherine  Haessig,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  F.  Haessig,  deceased,  late 

of  McCracken  County,  Ky 140  00 

Jacob  Hackney,  Laurel  County,  Ky 21  37 

A.  H.  Hager,  Washington  County,  Md 415  OO 

David  C.  Hammond  and  S.  Armstrong,  Washington  County,  Md 39d  75 

James  Hampton,  Harrison  County,  Mo 100  00 

Lewis  Hanauer,  Shelby  County,  Tenn 500  00 

Calvin  Hardy,  Linn  County,  Kans 132  00 

James  F.  Harrell,  McDonald  Connty,  Mo 30  00 

Thomas  H.  Harrington,  Montgomery  County,  Md 334  00 

Newit  Harris,  Fayette  County,  Tenn 1,752  50 

Fayette  Harrison,  McCracken  County,  Ky 100  00 

Catherine  Hart,  wife  of  Elmer  Hart,  Harrison  County,  W.  Va 125  00 

Thomas  Hartman,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Hartman,  deceased, 

late  of  Hamilton  County,  Tenn 300  00 

William  S.  Haynes,  Marion  County,  Tenn 4&7  50 

John  Heeter,  Montgomery  County,  Md 77  70 

John  Heeter,  Montgomery  County,  Md.,  (supplemental  allowance)... 166  00 

David  Hedrick,  Greenbrier  County,  W.Va 1,174  00 

Cynthia  Hedrick,  Pendleton  County,  W,  Va 108  75 

John  Heflebower,  Washington  County,  Md ^ 10  OO 

Joseph  P.  Helm,  Lawrence  County,  Mo 17  50 

Henderson  Fair  Company,  Henderson  County,  Ky 6,216  00 

Samuel  Henry,  Jefferson  County,  Tenn 271  CO- 

Robert  F.  Hiett,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Isaac  Vanosdall,  deceased, 

late  of  Hampshire  County,  W.  Va f. 150  00 

J.  W.  Hill,  Tipton  County,  Tenn 220  00 

William  M.  Hill,  administrator,  and  Henrietta  Hill,  administratrix,  of  David 

Spong,  deceased,  late  of  Washington  County,  Md 85  62 

Henry  Hinchey,  Jefferson  Connty,  Tenu 1 10  00 

A.  B.  HoUiday,  Frauklin  County,  Tenn 75  00 

Henry  Horttman,  Kenton  County,  Ky.,  (supplemental  to  settlement  No. 

5921) 278  00 

James  Honk,  Rockcastle  County,  Ky 75  UO 

Elijah  Huffman,  executor  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  George  High,  of 

John,  deceased,  late  of  Hampshire  County,  W.Va 200  OO 

Liter  Humphreys,  Jefferson  County,  Ky 32  50 

Malcolm  Hunter,  Wright  County,  Mo «  00 

S.  G.  K.  Hunter,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Huuter,  deceased, 

late.of  Montgomery  County,  Md 2,157  .50 

William  Hughes,  Hamilton  County,  Tenn 340  00 

James  Haggard,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Albert  Capps,  deceased,  late 

of  Cumberland  County,  Ky 70  OO 

Jonathan  Jackson,  Hamilton  County,  Tenn 48  00 

Shelton  B.  Jeffries,  Hardin  County,  Ky 100  00 
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ZadocJoliff,  Marion  County,  W.  Va - $410  OO 

Lncy  A.  Johns,  Lawrence  County,  Ky 500  00 

Hillorv  S.  Johnson,  La  Rue  County,  Ky 130  00 

Leoniaaa  Jones,  Montgomery  County,  Md 1,679  05 

Magdaleoa  Jones,  Washington  County,  Md 147  2U  , 

Richard  W.  Jones,  Montgomery  County,  Md 100  00 

WiLieB.  Jones,  Fayette  County,  Tenn 8,141  75 

J.  S.  Jordan,  iidministrator  of  the  estate  of  T.  F.  Smith,  deceased,  late  of 

Barren  County,  Ky 150  00 

John  KiUian,  Laurel  County,  Ky 10  00* 

John  A.  Kindrick,  Pulaski  County,  Ky..w 25  OO 

A.  C.  King,  Whitley  County,  Ky .  446  82 

UeorgeG.  King,  Washington  County,  Tenn 91*2  50 

JonasL.  King,  Polk  County,  Mo 90  Oa 

William  T.  King,  Whitley  County,  Kv 225  60 

Jacob  Knafe, Washington  County,  Md 125  20 

Samuel  Kimsey,  Jackson  County,  Mo 4  OO 

Ellen  J.  King,  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  J.  H.  King,  de- 
ceased, ]at«  of  Washington  County,  D.  C 735  25 

Miles  Kelly,  Warren  County,  Ky 4,856  50 

John  Krider,  Fayette  County,  fenn d25  OO^ 

Lewis  0.  Kemp,  Jefferson  County,  W.  Va 96  25 

Lafayette  Square  Association,  Baltimore,  Md 419  04 

Joseph  Laiug,  Alleghany  County,  Md 225  75 

Leaty  Lambdin,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Samuel  Lauibdin,  deceased, 

late  of  Union  County,  Tenn 115  00 

George  W.Lawson,  Whitley  County,  Ky 5  20 

J.  P.  Lively,  Warren  County,  Tenn 50  00 

Thomas  A.  Lockhart,  Simpson  Conntv,Tenn 130  00 

Elizabeth  Long,  Mineral  County,  W.Va 130  50 

A.  F.  LonghmUler,  Franklin  County,  Tenn 75  00 

Frances  Lndington,  Greenbrier  County,  W.  Va 105  00 

B.  H.  Lurty,  Harrison  County,  W.  Va 250  00 

Norman   Lackland,  Audrain  County,  Mo 375  OO 

David  Lyons,  Franklin  County,  Tenn 293  00 

L.  F.  McAleer,  Hampshire  County,  W.  Va. 4,919  67 

J.  H.  McClellan,  Memphis,  Tenn 5,311  00 

David  McCord, Christian  Connty.Ky 36  00 

Alexander  McCormick,  Washington  County,  D.  C 297  50 

Thomas  McCulloch,  Wilson  County,  Tenn a'VS  00 

James  W.  McElwain,  Webster  County,  Mo 682  00 

Emma  C.  McGhee,  administratrix  of  Andrew  J.  McGee,  deceased,  late  of 

White  County,  III 139  50 

Malcolm  McNabb,  Cocke  County,  Tenn 150  OO 

F.  P.  McNew,  Campbell  County,  Tenn 182  80 

Arther  McTee,  Knox  County,  Ky 81  00 

J.  S.  Maddoz,  Warren  Connty,  Tenn t»2  90 

Buckner  W.  Matthews,  Dickson  County,  Teuu 125  OO 

Carlton  Mathis,  Gibson  Cnunty,  Tenn 40  OO 

Valentine  Mattox,  Sevier  County,  Teuu* 75  19 

William  Massey,  Greene  County,  Mo 428  OO 

Henry  Mayes,  Monroe  County,  Tenn 210  OO 

P.  H.  Mayliall,  Franklin  County,  Ky 32  50 

James  G.  Moore,  executor  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Statira  Moore, 

deceased,  Shelby  County,  Tenn 7,775  OO 

Jesse  Moore,  Washiogton  County,  Md 115  00 

Samuel  Moore,  Anderson  County,  Tenn 13  50 

V.  V.  Moore  and  J.  J.  Tbarp,  executors  of  the  la^t  will  and  testam«;nt  of  R. 

R.  Moore,  deceased,  lat«  of  Fayette  County,  Teuu 740  00 

William  Moore,  Robertson  County,  Tenn 186  00 

William  Moore,  Hawkins  County,  Tenn 250  00 

John  Moris,  Christian  County,  Ky 145  00 

William  J.  Morrow,  Macon  County,  Mo 160  00 

John  Mort,  Jefferson  County,  Tenn 236  75 

Allen  J.  Moses,  Greenbrier  County,  W.  Va 22  96 

George  W.Mabry, Knox  County,  tenn 159  20 

D.  D.  McFall,  Maury  County,  Tenn 70  00 

Kvander  Mclver,  executor  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Daniel  Graham, 

deceased,  late  of  Davidson  County,  Tenn 985  49 

William  Manning,  Smith  County,  Tenn 125  00 


Jacob  F.  Miller,  Washiogton  County,  Md v^z.-r^-  \-,rJ?fd^\> 
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Patsey  Montgomery,  Hamilton  County,  T^nn $^  00 

Tboma8  G.  Keal,  Shelby  County,  Tenn 150  <wi 

Isaac  M.  Newman,  Jetferaon  County,  Tenu 245  (n» 

John  C.  Newman,  Jefferson  County,  Tenn 3*22  ^<' 

John  R.  Norton,  Georgetown,  D.  C. ^J  no 

William  Nuokolls,  Hardeman  County,  Tenn 6, 977  24 

John  Otto,  Washington  County,  Md j^.W  h.') 

W.  F.  OwbIcv,  Cuniberland  County,  Ky tUM)  w 

William  W.Pasre,  Adair  County,  ky !!«  f^» 

W.  B.  Parker,  Hopkins  County,  Ky 150  hj 

Emanual  Pfjiif,  Knox  County,  Ky 45  <ni 

Annie  R.  Phillips,  Bullitt  County,  Ky S-K)  (hi 

Joseph  M.  Pilkington,  Pettis  County,  Mo :VI*2  (U 

Henry  Piper,  Washington  County,Md *J\:\  fu 

Nannie  B.  Prather,  Mercer  County,  Ky • 6^  ( n 

S.  T.Price,  Grant  County,  Ky 150  (ki 

Garrett  Parsons,  Marion  County,  Ky 216  (in 

Allen  Parker,  Hamilton  County,  Tenn l,>-60  IW 

Samuel  Queen,  Charles  County,  Md 300  OO 

Madison  Raines,  Knox  County,  Ky 41  fJi 

Alexander  Ramsey,  Hardeman  County.  Tenn 41??  00 

Nancy  Ramsey,  and  Nancy  Ramsey,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Freeman 

Ramsey,  deceased,  TajMor  County,  Ky 34n  fO 

Austin  Reid,  Laurel  Couuty,Ky 150  lU 

Camden  Riley,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Hathaway,  deceased,  late 

of  Daviess  County,  Ky 2t0  W) 

J.  H.  Ritchie.  Cumberland  County, Ky J^fi  4) 

Joshua  A.  Ritchie,  Washington  Conn ty,  D.  C 115  50 

Thomas  Robert,  Hamilton  County,  Tenn 1,050  on 

Lawrence  Roberts,  Boone  County,  Ky 155  on 

Ann  S.  Rol»ertson,  Montgomery  County,  Md 372  fO 

Henry  B.  Rohrback,  Washington  County,  Md 1,527  74 

Henry  Ross,  Jelferson  County,  Kansas 173  01 

C.  B.  L.  Rowland,  Wayne  County,  Mo 175  *'» 

Alexander  Rnniage,  Maury  County,  Tenn m)  (HI 

Carroll  B.  Rush,  Lauderdale  County,  Tenn 115  00 

William  Ryland,  Randolph  County,  Mo 55  12 

Mary  A.  Robinson,  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  A.  B.  Robiusou,  deceased, 

late  of  Clair  County,  Mo 100  00 

Alcey  A,  Rasor,  Madison  County,  Mo. 12  f.O 

R.  D.  Salmons,  Simpson  County,  Ky ^4  (H» 

Jacob  Scliickner,  Kenton  County,  Ky 25  oo 

Lavinia  Schindel,  Washington  County,  Md.    (Supplemental  allowance) 375  i^> 

.John  Seism, Stoddard  County, Mo....* :W  56 

William  B.  Scott,  Hamilton  County,  Tenn 1)5  62 

B.  F.  Shafer,  Washington  County,  Md 143  00 

Henry  Shamel,  Washington  County,  Md <>0  (K^ 

Christian  Sharp,  Claiborne  County,  Tenn 71  25 

Benjamin  Sherley,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  George  A.  Estes,  decea.sed, 

late  of  MetcaU  County,  Ky 100  00 

Alfred  Showman,  Washington  County,  Md • 1, 206  CH) 

Charles  W.  Shreve,  Montgomery  County,  Md 2, 242  SO 

A.  K.Sittington,  Lafayette  County,  Mo 60  OU 

Levi  Slagle,  Carter  County,  Tenn 90  00 

'Richard  and  James  Sloane,  surviving  partners  of  tbe  lirni  of  George  Sloane 

&  Brothers,  Mineral  County.  W.Va 46  00 

John  L.  Smith,  Wood  County,  W.Va 140  00 

Lucy  Smith,  Rockcastle  County,  Ky 26  25 

Mary  V.  B.  Smith,  New  York  City,  N.  Y 1,730  m) 

Robert  S.  Smith,  Cumberland  County,  Ky 70  (K» 

B.  M.D.Snyder,  Hardin  County,  Ky 115  CO 

Susan  A.  Spielman,  Washington  County,  Md 54H  75 

D.  G.  Stark,  Warren  County,  Ky 616  20 

Jacob  W.  Stalnaker,  Randolph  County,  W.Va 1,497  60 

Lewis  H.  Steiner,  Frederick  County,  Md '292  60 

James  A.  Stewart,  Chariton  County,Mo 100  00 

Cbristian  Slotter,  Washington  County,  Md 1.35  00 

William  B.  Stump,  Hampshire  County,  W.  Va .• 641  25 

James  C.  Sympsou,  Taylor  County,  Ky 25  00 

George  R.  Smith,  Pettis  County,  Mo 150  00 

Michael  Spilane,  Baltihiore,  Md Dignizea  by^CiOO^te  *^  ^ 
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Mawa  L.  Swann,  execntiix  of  the  last  will  and  todtumunt  of  Edward  S.vaun, 

(leeeased,  lute  ot  Baltimore,  Md fl,  155  GO 

William  B.  Stump,  Hampshire  County,  \V.  Va :iSH  OU 

Georjje  Shafer,  Frederick  County,  Md I.  157  35 

W.  TbiM.  Snif>dJey,  of  Marshall  County,  formerly  of  McCiackeu  County,  Ky .  960  00 

Irwin  H.  Taffe,  Shelby  County,  Ten n 900  00 

K.  W.  Talbott,  Clinton  County,  Ky 45  90 

John  J.  Taylor,  Marion  County,  Ky 2:J3  00 

Jacob  Tarwater,  Knox  County,  Tenn 90  00 

ChriHtian  Tenfel,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Teufel,  deceased,  late 

of  Shelby  County,  Tenn 260  00 

R.  Tliornbur^^h,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Augustine  Gooch,  deceased, 

late  of  Grainger  County,  Tenn 127  50 

A.  R.  Thornton,  Cole  County,  Mo 160  00 

W.  S.  Thornton,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  W.  H.  Thornton,  deceased, 

laleof  Fayette  County,  Tenn i 150  00 

Abner  and  Montrey  Thurman,  Warren  Connty,  Mo % 375  50 

Williiim  B.  Toler,  Madison  County,  Mo 90  00 

Ricbard  T.  Tubman,  Charles  County,  Md.. .: 49  25 

J(»8eph  Tuck,  Greene  County,Mo 100  00 

John  H.  Tncker,  Harrison  Connty,  Ky 495  CO 

The  heirs-at-Iaw  of  Thomas  Tittsworth,  deceased,  lute  of  Jeifeison  County, 

Tenn • 707  10 

Janies  Vance,  Jefferson  Connty,  Tenn 172  00 

Fielnin^  Vaughn,  Greene  County,  Ky 79  75 

Delila  Wagoner,  Cumberlnnd  County,  Ky .* 250  00 

Sanuiel  Wagoner,  Washington  County,Md 1,021  00 

Betty  Walker,  Raleigh  County.  W.Va 492  50 

Nancy  Walker,  Knox  County,  Ky 3  00 

Thomas  Waters,  Jackson  County,  Mo 637  50 

William  Watkins,  of  *'A,"  Montgomery  County*  Md 55  65 

William  Webb,  Clay  Connty,  Ky 25  00 

Jesse  Webster,  Hawkins  County,  Tenn 59  80 

William  Wells,  jr..  Barren  County,  Ky 250  00 

A.  WerningtT,  Harrison  Connty,  W.  Va 1,02-3  19 

John  West,  Pulaski  Connty,  Ky , 51  00 

Joseph  West,  Grainger  Connty,  Teon 125  00 

Edward  W^  Wilton,  (now)  Grayson  County,  Tex 6  00 

Harmon  K.  Wilson,  Knox  County,  Ky 85  00 

Henry  T.  Wilson,  Bourbon  County,  Ky 130  00 

William  M.  Wilson,  Obion  County,  Tenn 220  00 

Lswis  Williams,  deceased,  (estate,)  late  of  Davidson  County,  Tenn 907  50 

Lewis  E.  Williams,  Knox  Connty,  Tenn '..  96  75 

A.  J.  Williams,  Saint  Francis  County,  Mo •. 140  00 

Barnet  Williams,  Washington  County,  Ky 100  00 

Jacob  J.  Williams,  Rockcastle  Connty,  Ky 67  50 

Lemuel  A.  Williams,  Barren  Connty,  Ky 40  00 

Chail*8M.  Whicaker,  Harrison  Connty,  Ky 150  00 

Maiy  Whipple,  Jefferson  County,  Ky 75  00 

Henry  Wetter,  Shelby  County,  Tenn 700  00 

E.  M.  H.  Wright,  Wilson  County,  Tenn 250  00 

David  Wolf,  Washington  Connty,  Md 1«0  00 

Bassel  Wolf,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  P.  H.  Wolf,  deceased,  late  of  Har- 
rison County,  W.Va 125  00 

Andrew  C.  WooUey,  Stone  County,  Mo 120  00 

Joseph  Wcrley,  Hamblen  County,  Tenn 22S  00 

William  M.  Winlock,  Barren  County,  Ky 530  00 

BeDJamin  Witmer,  Washington  County,  Md 20  00 

Ira  L.  Wood,  Madison  County,  Mo 1,«>5  00 

Wdliam  Woodcock,  Pulaski  County.  Ky 'Ad  25 

JohnB.  Woods,  Lawrence  Cmnty,  Mo •. 20  72 

W^illiam  S.  Wilioo,  Shelby  Connty,  Tenn 510  00 

T.  H.  Williamson,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  H.  G.  Williamson,  deceased,  • 

late  of  Davidson  County,  Tenn 36  05 

Bmoni  West,  BovleCouLty,  Ky 4-^0  00 

J.  H.  Younger,  Christian  county,  Ky .' 150  OO 

J  oho  Zimmerman,  Washington  Cuuaty,  Md 'SS  25 
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«TH  Congress,  \    HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doo. 
1st  Seaaitm.       I  (    No.  65. 


OFFICERS  ON  ACTIVE  LIST  OF  NAVY  OR  MARINE  CORPS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY   OE    THE    NAVY, 


IN  RESPONSE  TO 


.1  resolution  of  inquiry,  adopts  by  the  House  on  the  5th  instant,  a^  to  whether 
th^re  are  in  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  any  officers  over  the  age  of  sixty- 
two. 


January  13, 1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Navy  Department, 

January  12,  1876, 
Sib  :  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ot 
the  5th  instant,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ''to  inform  this 
House  whether  there  are  any  officers  of  the  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  over 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years  still  retained  on  the  active  list,  and,  if  so, 
why  they  have  not  been  retired,  as  have  been  other  officers  of  the  same 
services,''  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  there  is  no  officer  of  the  Navy 
now  on  the  active  Hst  who  appears  by  the  records  of  this  Department 
to  be  "over  the  age  of  sixty-two  years  ;^  that  the  only  officer  of  the 
Marine  Corps  "over  the  age  of  sixty-two  years"  is  its  commandant, 
Brigadier-General  Zeilin ;  that  he  has  not  been  retired  because  com- 
missioned officers  of  the  Marine  Corps  are  subject  to  be  retired  on  ac- 
count of  age  only  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  President  has  not  in  his  discretion  seen  fit  to  retire  him  for  that 
reason. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy* 
Hon.  M.  C.  Kerr, 

SpeaJcer  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

^^'ai'hington,  D,  C. 
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44th  Congress,  (   HOUSE  OF  REPKESENTATIVE3.    (Ex.  Doc. 
UtSesnon.       )  )    No.  66. 


NAMES  OF  CLERKS  AND  EMPLOYES  IN  STATE    DEPART- 
MENT. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE   SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 


TRAXSMlTTDfG, 


In  compliance  icith  section  194  of  the  Revised  Statutes j  the  names  of  clerics 
and  others  employed  in  the  Department  or  any  of  its  offices  during  the 
year  ISlOytcith  the  time  each  was  actually  employed  and  the  sum  paid  to 
each* 


January  13,  1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


DEPABT3IENT  OF  STATE, 

Washington  J  January  5,  1876. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  section  194  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  as  follows  :  "The  names  of  the  clerks  and, all  per- 
sons employed  in  the  Department  of  State,  or  any  of  its  oflQces  during 
the  year  1875,  with  the  time  each  was  actually  employed  and  the  sum 
paid  to  each." 

And  I  have  further  to  add  that  the  persons  hereinafterjnamed  have 
all  been  usefully  employed ;  that  the  services  of  none  now  employed  can 
be  dispensed  with,  nor  is  the  removal  of  any  and  the  appointment  of 
others  required  for  the  better  dispatch  of  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 
Hon.  Michael  C.  Kerr, 

Spealcer  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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CLERKS  AND  EMPLOYES  OF  STATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Xames  of  clerks  and  employe^i  in  Slate  Df^artmenL 


I 


Capacity. 


Time  employed. 


SevoUon  A.  Brown I  Chief  clerk 

Robert  C.  Morgan Chief  bareaa  accounts 

John  H.  HiMweU I  Chief  bureau  indexes 

Arthur  B.  Wood i  Chief  consular  bureau 

Charles  Payson !  Chief  bureau  statistics 

Ferdinand  JefferMon I  Chief  bureau  rolls,  See 


Amoant. 


Henry  D.  J.  Pratt 
Henry  L.  Thomas 

Edward  Haywood 

George  Bartle , 

George  L.  Berdan , 

John  P.  Polk 

Alexander  H.  Clements 

Dwight  T.  Reed , 

FrancinO.  Si.  Clair.... 

Newton  Benedict 

John  W.  Ruit«<Hll  

Samuel  Xendiick 

John  J.  Chew    ....do 

Theodore  F.  Dwight , do 

ThoroaH  Morrlxon do 

Frednrick  K- irt** '....do 

Prosper  L.  8cliiicklng | do 

JoMeph  S.  J.  Eaton ..do 


Chief  diplomatic  bureau . 

Translator 

Clerk 

...do 

...do 

...do. 

...do 

...do. 

...do 

...do 

...do 

do 


Henry  P.  Randolph '. ..do.. 

Joseph  M.  Cnrteton do.. 

Charle«i  McCarthy do.. 

James  R.O'Bryon do.. 

Hugh  McOrnw ...  do.. 

JanieM  H.  Col^gate ....do.. 

Philip  Carroll  .....do.. 

M  Ichael  Scan  Ian i . . . .  do . . 

Jamex  H.  Smith I do.. 

Francis  J.  Kiickhoefer ; '  ...do.. 

Henry  T.  AitU .....do.. 

T.John  Newton ....do.. 

WilliHm  A.  VanDuzer do., 

Henry  W.  Monre '....do., 

~"  "  "'  do., 

do., 
do., 
do., 


ThoniaM  Griffin 

Mary  Mtirkoe 

Sue  Hamilton  Owen 
Charlotte  L.  Adams 

KateGoodall | do 

Nellie  M.  JoHelyn |....do 

Frank  P.Hastings } do 


Samuel  Blrdsall 

Joseph  H.  Adams 

Legare  Phenix 

Frank  C.  Zimmerman. 
Thomas  W.  Cridler  ... 

Charles  I.  Rider 

George  McClelland  ... 

Charles  E.  Key 

William  H.  A Hkew.... 
Robert  Hamilton  ..... 

William  GwiD 

LeylLoomis 

John  Butler 

George  Wohlforth .... 
Henry  W. Freeman.. 

LukeKarney 

Henry  Jarvis 

Louis  Beaa regard  ... 
Edward  A.  Savoy . . . 
Eugene  B.  McSwyny. 
John  T.  Wright 

Russell  Boyd 

John  A.  Slmms,  Jr  ... 

Emmett  Burwell .... 

Andrew  Greene 

Francis  P.  Burke.... 

John  T.  Johnson  .... 

Frank  C.  Graves..... 

Ellas  Richards 

Joseph  Smallwood  .. 

Jeremiah  J.  Brosnan . 

Monroe  Fanntleroy.. 

Patrick  Farquher  ... 

James  Williamson j  Watchman 

Nicholas  Caffrey I. ...do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

...do 

...do 

Chief  engineer 

Assistant  engineer 

...do 

Superintendent  of  watch . 

Messenger 

Asuistant  messenger 

Laborer 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

...-do 

....do 

....do 

.-..do 

.-..do 

.-..do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

.-..do 

Fireman 

do. 

do. 

do. 


IS  months $3,500  OU 


do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

7  month  7  days  .. 

13  months 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do ;.... 

...•.do 

...do 

.-,.de 

....do 

.  ..do 

7  months 

13  mouths 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do  

5  months  8  days.. 
13  months 

....do 

....do 

....do ; 

...do I 

....do I 

....do j 

....do I 

1 1  months  7  days 

13  months 

SmonthsSdaya.. 

3  months 

....do 

5months8daya.. 

6  months 

Smontha  lOdaya. 

81  days 

0  months 

ISmontfai 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

6  months 

....do 

....do. 

....do 

....do 

5  months  13  days . 

6months 

3  months  10  days. 

84  days 

13  months 

3  months  10  days. 
....do 

3  months 

13  months 

....do 


S,4O0U0 
3,400(0 
2.  iW  OU 
%  400  U) 
3,400  0U 
1,447  H) 
3.100(0 
1,  SOU  00 

i.euo  00 

1.800  00 
l.MOOO 

i.eoooQ 

1.80«00 
1.800  0>i 
1. 800  C) 
1.8U0  00 
1,80«J  on 
1.8O(/O0 
9»8  90 
1,910  OiJ 
1.000  OU 
1.600  00 
1.600  OJ 
l,6iiOU0 
1,600  UO 
1.300  00 
1,200  00 
1.300  CU 
1.300  liU 
1.8CJO0U 
1.300  00 
1,300(«) 

i.aooou 

1.050  00 
1,050  00 
524  99 
900  00 
900  OU 
900  00 
900  00 
9UOO0 
900  OU 
900  00 
900  OU 
841  32 
900  00 
3M77 
235  0} 
385  00 
336  85 
OX)  00 
448  93 
57  07 
900  00 
840  00 
720  00 
780  00 
730  00 
720  00 
780  00 
780  00 
780  00 
720  00 
780  00 
360  00 
360  00 
360  00 
360  00 
360  00 
324  63 
3fl0  00 
199  57 
48  96 
780  00 
199  57 
199  57 
180  00 
790  00 
780  UO 
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CLEEKS   AND    EMPLOYES    OF    STATE   DEPARTMENT. 
Nam€9  of  clerks  and  employes  in  State  Department — Contixined. 


Hamei. 

Capacity. 

Time  employed. 

Amotmt. 

Walter  8cott 

Watchman  ..............  ... 

12  month! 

do 

$7S0  00 
720  00 

Igvatz  Kraan 

....do 

William  M.  Jonei 

....do 

6  months 

....do 

360  00 

Pet«r  Hn^hef 

....do 

360  00 

John  Donnelly 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do............ 

360  00 
360  00 

Bobert  Wilson 

....do 

do 

360  00 

Thoni«»  Toner. ^,.^..., x*..^. 

Conductor  of  elevator. ....... 

....do 

360  00 

John  H.  Wallace 

Fireman 

3  months 

6  months  22  days. 

12  months 

....do 

..-.do 

....do 

180  00 

Frederick  D.  Sharp 

Clerk 

503  80 

Jamef  A.  lUur 

Lithographer 

1,200  00 

1,000  00 

400  00 

2,000  00 

800  00 

750  00 

Radcliffe  Baldwin 

United  Statei  dispatch>agent.. 

..-.do 

....do 

Jonathan  Amory 

B.  P.  SteveDfl 

Thomai  Taylor 

Edward  Koblnaon .• 

....do 

do 

do 

....do 

Edward  M.  Hinda 

Clerk 

2  months 

196  70 
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44th  Congress,)    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVBS.  l  Ex.Doa 
IstSeasiori.       f  \     No.  67. 


LOUISVILLE  AND  POETLAND  CANAL  COMPANY. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE    CHIEF   CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

TRANSMITTING^ 

In  compliance  tcith  the  provisions  af  the  aet  of  May  11, 1874,  a  report  of 
Maj,  O.  Weitzdy  Corps  of  Engineers^  showing  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  year  ending  December  31,1875,  of  the  Louisville  and  FortlanA 
Canal  Company. 


January  18, 1876. — ^Referred^to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printecf.. 


Wae  Depari'MENT,  January  13, 187& 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre*^  • 
tary  of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Honse  of  Kepresentatives,. 
in  compliance  with  requirements  of  the  act  of  May  11, 1874,  ^^  providing: 
for  the  paymentof  the  bonds  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Com- 
pany," report  of  Mfg.  Godfrey  Weitzel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  on  the  super- 
intendence and  management,  and  showing  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tnres  of  the  canal  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1875,  and 
letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  submitting  the  same. 

H.  T.  CEOSBY, 

Chief  Cleric 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtonj  2>.  C,  January  11, 187& 

Sir  :  To  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  May  11,  1S74, 
^^  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal  Company,"  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  M^j.  O. 
Weitzel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  on  the  superintendence  and  management, 
and  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditares,  of  the  canal  for  the  calen- 
dar year  ending  December  31, 1875. 

Daring  the  year^  the  Ohio  Biver  being  for  the  most  })art  in  good  boat- 
ing-stage, the  receipts  of  the  canal  exceeded  the  exx)enditares  in  the  sum 
of  $20,416.13. 

An  appropriation  of  $50,000,  either  absolute  or  as  a  loan  to  be  repaid 
from  the  earnings,  is  again  recommended  by  Major  Weitzel,  to  enable 
him  to  provide  for  necessary  repairs  and  contingencies  consequent  upoii 
the  use  and  working  of  the  canal. 
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2  LOUISVILLE    AND    PORTLAND   CANAL   COMPANY. 

Major  Weitzel  recommends  that  the  present  rate  of- tolls  remain  un- 
changed during  the  year,  excepting  that  barges  which  paid  toll  when 
loaded  shall  only  i)ay  5  cents  per  ton  when  empty  on  the  return  trip. 
He  also  urges  the  importance  of  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress  for 
the  government  of  the  canal,  which  will  embody  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions recommemled  by  his  assistant,  Captain  Mackenzie. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


SUPERINTENDENCE,  MANAGEMENT,  AND  REPAIR  OF  THE  LOUISVILLE  AND 
PORTLAND  CANAL,  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31, 1875. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Detroit^  Mieh,^  January  1, 1876. 

General:  In  accordance  with  yonr  instructions,  iand  to  enable  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  section  3 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  11,  1874,  entitled,  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal  Company,''  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
superintendence,  management,  and  repair  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1875. 

At  the  risk  of  repeating  almost  everything  that  was  said  by  me  in  my 
reports  on  this  subject,  dated  respectively  January  1  and  June  30, 1875, 
and  which  are  printed  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1875,  as  Appendix  Q^,  I  directed  my  assistant  in  immediate  charge 
of  the  work,  Capt.  A.  Mackenzie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  make  a  full  and 
complete  report  on  the  subject,  as  if  no  previous  report  had  been  ren- 
dered. His  report  is  annexed  hereto,  and  forms  a  part  of  this.  It  is  so 
complete  that  little  remains  to  be  said  by  me.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
period  from  June  11, 1874,  (the  date  on  which  the  canal  passed  under  the 
control  of  the  Government,)  until  December  31, 1874,  was  an  exceedingly 
bad  one  for  navigation,  and,  correspondingly,  for  the  revenues  of  the 
canal.  The  deficit  during  this  period  amounted  to  $5,022.13.  But 
during  the  past  year  the  river  has  been  almost  continually  at  a  good 
boating-stage,  and  the  receipts  exceeded  the  expenditures  $20,416.13. 
The  receipts  from  June  11, 1874^  to  December  31, 1875,  therefore  exceed 
.the  expenditures  by  $15,655.53. 

From  these  facts  it  is  evident  that  not  having  experience  of  average 
years,  we  are  still  unable  to  recommend  fixed  rules  and  rates  of  tolls,  and 
we  need  tlie  experience  of  one  or  twp  more  years  to  do  this. 

The  main  thing  which  is  needed  on  this  canal  is,  to  get  the  tow-boat, 
dredges,  mudscows,  &c.,  that  is  to  say,  the  tools  with  which  the  canal  is 
operated,  in  first-class  condition.  It  would  have  been  economical  to  have 
done  so  a  year  ago,  but  Congress  failed  to  act  on  the  recommendation 
contained  in  my  report  of  January  1, 1875,  that  the«nm  of  $50,000  be 
loaned  the  canal  to  do  this ;  the  loan  to  be  repaid  as  soon  as  the  reve- 
nues would  permit  it.  As  a  consequence,  we  have  been  compelled  to  get 
along  as  well  as  we  could,  patching  up  here  and  there,  and  rebuilding 
only  when  we  had  the  money  to  spare.  In  this  way  two  new  mud-scows 
have  been  built,  the  tow-boat  is  undergoing  complete  repairs,  and  the 
other  tools  have  been  kept  in  a  partially  serviceable  condition. 
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I  sincerely  hope  that  the  sum  of  950,000,  as  recommended  a  year  ago, 
be  loaned  the  canal,  in  order  that  we  may  at  once  place  everything  in 
good  working-order.  It  will  be  economy  for  the  canal,  and  will  save 
the  commerce  of  the  river  a  great  deal  of  delay  and  consequent  loss. 

As  will  be  seen  by  Captain  Mackenzie's  report,  the  two  greatest  diffi- 
culties in  this  canal  are  the  immense  accumulations  of  mud  and  the 
weight  of  the  gates.  We  have  all  bestowed  much  study  upon  this,  and 
if  the  stage  of  water  next  season  permits,  we  intend,  as  4t  has  received 
your  sanction,  to  place  a  movable  dam  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  and  on 
proper  occasions  flush  it  by  this  means.  But,  as  Captain  Mackenzie 
says,  this  will  only  be  an  important  auxiliary.  Two  new  dredges  of  the 
most  modern  and  approved  construction  are  imperatively  needed  to  re- 
place the  two  old  and  almost  worn-out  ones  that  we  are  now  compelled 
to  use.  With  regard  to  the  gates,  we  believe  that  we  will  be  able,  as 
soon  as  the  present  ones  become  unserviceable,  to  replace  them  by 
lighter  one^  of  equal  strength. 

The  walls  of  the  old  locks  are  in  considerable  decay,  but  I  believe 
that  they  will  last  during  the  life  of  new  sills  and  gates ;  and  we  de- 
sire, as  soon  as  possible,  to  rebuild  the  latter,  so  that  in  times  of  a  coal- 
rush  both  locks  can  be  used  to  advantage  at  the  same  time.  With  re- 
gard to  the  rebuilding  of  the  north  wall,  the  enlargement  of  the  dry- 
dock,  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  old  locks,  I  can  only  say,  as  1  did  before, 
that  these  are  questions  for  the  future. 

The  canal  since  it  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  Government  has 
been  faithfully,  honestly,  and  economically  managed  and  entirely  in  the 
interest  of  commerce  by  my  assistants  and  employes.  There  have  been 
a  few  complaints,  but  most  of  them  were  false  and  nearly  all  instigated, 
I  l>elieve,  by  parties  who  are  anxious  to  get  hold  of  the  management. 

Captain  Mackenzie  has  omitted  to  state  what  is  done  with  the  money 
which  is  collected.  As  the  collector's  office  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
Government  depository,  the  money  is  deposited  only  when  it  reaches  the 
sum  of  $100.  If  the  daily  receipts  equal  or  exceed  this  sum  the  de- 
posits are  made  daily.  A  receipt  is  taken  and  the  work  credited  with 
the  amount,  and  all  checks  in  payment  of  indebtedness  are  drawn 
against  these  deposits.  I  make  my  money-returns,  papers,  &c.,  for  it 
precisely  as  for  any  other  money  under  any  appropriation,  and  under  the 
title  of  <^  superintendence,  management,  and  repair  of  Louisville  and 
Portland  Canal." 

When  the  daily  receipts  do  not  amount  to  $100,  the  money  is  kept 
in  a  safe  in  the  collector's  office;  and  this  office  being  a  part  of  the 
collector's  residence,  the  money  is  as  safe  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it. 

The  suggeston  made  by  Captain  Mackenzie,  that  a  number  of  small- 
plain  residences  be  built  near  the  locks  for  the  use  of  the  lock  hands,  is 
an  excellent  one,  and  as  soon  as  we  get  the  necessary  funds  I  will  ask 
your  approval  of  the  project. 

I  agree  with  Captain  Mackenzie,  that  the  question  of  the  right  of 
the  city  of  Louisville  to  obstruct  the  entrance  to  the  canal,  by  per- 
mitting vessels  to  lie  at  its  wharf  below  Sixth  street,  should  be  referred 
to  a  proper  legal  tribunal. 

Gaptuin  Mackenzie  enumerates  certain  things  that  ought  to  be  done 
during  the  present  year.  We  have  already  authority  from  you  to  do 
several  of  them,  and  all  are  necessary.  1  therefore  repeat  that  it  is  of 
the  first  importance  that  Congress  should  authorize  the  Treasury 
Department  to  loan  us  $50,000  for  the  <^  superintendence,  management, 
and  repair"  of  the  canal;  this  sum  to  be  returned  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  receipts  will  warrant  it.  ,    ,^^^T^ 
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The  reasons  given  by  Captain  Mackenzie  for  not  reducing  the  rate  of 
tolls  daring  the  present  year,  except  in  case  of  retaruing  empty  barges 
which  paid  toll  going  down  loaded,  are  sound,  and  I  therefore  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  present  rate  of  tolls  remain  unchanged  dar- 
ing this  year,  excepting  that  barges  which  paid  toll  when  loaded,  shall 
only  pay  5  cents  -per  ton  when  empty  on  the  return  trip. 

1  desire  also,  respectfully,  to  urge  the  importance  of  enacting  a  law 
for  the  government  of  the  canal,  which  will  embody  the  rales  aud 
regulations  which  are  recommended  by  Captain  Mackenzie. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  of  the  work  for  the  calendar 
year  ending  December  31, 1875 : 

Hnancial  statement  for  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1875. 


DeposiU. 


Diftbonements. 


Months. 


Jan nary 

Febmary  .. 

March 

-AprQ , 

Miy 

Jane 

July 

Angaat..... 
September. 
October  .... 
November. 
Deoember . 

Total 


Amount 


13,141 
1,660 
1.939 
10,087 
12,899 
7,551 
S,990 
3,196 

3)044 

8,452 

11,424 


70,488  65 


Months. 


January  ... 
February . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August . . . . 
September . 
October .... 
November  . 
December. . 


Total. 


Salaries. 


13.330  00 


3,330  00 
10.015  00 
6,728  00 
3.330  00 


6, 842  00 
3, 693  51 
3.341  67 
3,625  75^ 
3, 5.22  63 


47, 758  76 


Fnel«  sup- 
pi  leflj  and 
repairs. 


|38Bi 


099  91 

580  73 

107  12 

1,385  33 


Ml  12 


4M)  24 

440  42 

3,616  13 


8.660  73 


Amount. 


•3,719  83 


4,029  91 

10,595  73 

6.635  12 

4,715  23 


7, 803  19 
3,693  51 
3, 821  91 
4,066  17 
7,138  96 


56.419  4» 


Cash  on  hand  December  31, 1875,  815,655.53. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WEITZBL, 
Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  D.  S.  A. 


REPORT  OF  CAPT.  ALEXANDER  MACKENZIE,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Office  Louisvilmc  and  Portlakd  Canal, 

LouieviUe,  Ky,,  December  31, 1875. 
Major  :  In  accordance  with  yonr  instractions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  upon  the  present  condition  of  the  Lonisville  and  Portland  Canal,  with  such 
statistical  information  as  may  be  of  importance  in  determining  upon  futare  manage- 
ment, aud  in  fixing  a  rate  of  tolls  for  the  coming  year : 

PftESEKT  COKDmON  OF  CANAL  AND  ACCESSORIES. 

There  has  been  no  surplus  fund  available  during  the  past  year  for  permanent  repjairs 
or  improvements,  and  the  following  details  are  in  many  cases  a  repetition  of  previous 
reports. 

NEW  LOCKS. 

With  exception  of  the  guard-gates  all  parts  of  the  new  locks  are  in  a  serviceable  con- 
dition. The  coping  of  the  walls  is  of  soft  stone,  and  has  been  injured  in  several  places. 
The  water  has  found  its  way  under  the  miter-sills,  washing  out  the  concrete,  thereby 
causing  some  of  the  stones  to  settle,  but  they  will  probably  remain  secure  for  several 
years;  in  time  new  sills,  built  of  harder  stone,  and  sunk  to  the  solid  rock,  will  be 
necessary. 

llie  lift-gates  are  moved  with  difficulty  on  account  of  their  great  wefght,  and  the 
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fiediment  continnally  beiDf^  deposited  in  fronfc  of  them.  No  plans  have  yet  been  per- 
fected for  moving  these  gates  by  steam  or  water  power,  and  the  trial  of  horse-power 
has  not  been  made. 

Daring  high  stages  of  the  river,  the  middle  gates  are  flooded  before  the  amount  of 
water  on  the  falls  is  sufficient  for  all  ascending  boats.  A  plan  for  obviating  this  dif- 
ficulty at  a  small  expense  has  been  approved.  ' 

The  method  of  filling  and  emptying  the  lock-chambers  through  the  gates  has  proved 
a  very  slow  one,  bnt  as  shown  in  previous  reports  any  change  in  the  system  would  be 
an  expensive  operation. 

OLD  LOCKS. 

These  locks  have  been  previonsly  reported  unsafe,  and  although  kept  serviceable 
during  the  year  by  constant  work,  they  are  really  beyond  repair.  Two  sets  of  lift- 
gates  are  rotten,  and  unless  it  is  determined  to  remodel  the  entire  work,  they  should 
be  replaced  immediately.  The  lower  mitre-sill  is  in  very  poor  condition,  but  can  only 
be  economically  repaired  during  low  water. 

BRIDGE  OVER  THE  OLD  LOCKS. 

This  bridge  was,  for  sake  of  economy,  improperly  located,  and  when  the  locks  are 
rebuilt  it  should  be  removed. 

DRY- DOCK. 

The  dry-dock  is  now  in  a  serviceable  condition,  but  it  will  only  accommodate  small 
boats,  and  its  gates  are  so  low  that  they  are  frequently  under  water.  The  present  size 
of  this  dock  is  sufficient  for  all  canal  purposes,  but  its  enlargement  would  be  of  great 
benefit  te  the  river  interests. 

6ANAL  BUILDINGS  AND  SHOPS. 

The  toll-collector's  house  and  blacksmith's  shop  are  in  good  condition.  During  the 
year  a  carpenter-shop  and  tool-house  have  been  built.  Such  simple  machinery  as  will 
enable  our  own  mechanics  to  make  all  repairs  should  be  added  to  the  shops.  An  office 
for  the  superintendent  has  not  yet  been  bailt. 

The  hands  must  be  housed  near  the  locks,  and  when  meauf)  are  available  it  will  be 
well  te  put  up  a  few  cottages  to  replace  the  old,  unhealthy  building  which  they  now 
occupy.    A  reasonable  rent  can  be  collected,  aud  will  pay  for  the  outlay. 

A  coal-elevator,  with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons,  would  permit  the  purchase  of  fuel 
by  the  boat-load,  and  reduce  the  prices  now  paid  materially. 

ENLARGED  CANAL. 

The  condition  of  the  enlarged  canal  is  good.  Its  north  bank  is  protected  by  a  stone- 
wall and  riprap,  at  present  in  a  serviceable  condition,  but  in  the  future  a  new  wall 
must  be  built.  The  south  bank  is  protected  by  a  new  stone-wall,  founded  on  the  solid 
rock.  The  earth-slopes  are  in  a  very  good  condition,  and  have  required  bnt  slight  re- 
pairs during  the  past  year. 

GUARD-GATES  AT  HEAD  OF  THE  CANAL. 

These  gates  are  rotten  and  unserviceable. 

LIGHTS  FOR  CANAL  AND  LOCKS. 

8ome  change  in  the  method  of  lighting  the  canal  and  locks  for  night-work  was  sug- 
gested in  last  report,  but  consultation  with  the  captains  and  pilots  of  many  steamers 
indicat«rs  that  no  change  is  required  at  present. 

TELEGRAPH  ALONG  CANAL. 

Anthority  has  been  granted  to  connect  the  head  and  the  foot  of  the  canal  by  a  line 
of  telegraph,  and  the  work  will  be  done  early  next  year. 

CANAL  LANDS. 

No  deeds  or  inibrmation  as  to  the  boundaries  of  the  property  pertaining  to  the  canal 
"were  received  from  the  former  mauagement.  The  question  was  referred  to  the  United 
States  district  attorney,  and  under  liis  supervision  a  map  and  abstract  of  title  were 
prepared  and  forwarded  to  Washington.  When  the  necessary  information  is  received 
at  this  office,  the  survey  already  authorized  will  be  made,  aud  the  boundaries  of  the 
proi>erty  marked  with  iron  monuments.  This  survey  will  show  that  some  of  the  prop- 
erty is  of  no  service  to  the  canal,  and  that  other  property  along  the  canal-banks  should 
be  lu  the  possession  of  the  Government. 

CITY  SEWERS  EMPTYING  INTO  THE  CANAU 

The  city  is  allowed  to  empty  its  sewers  into  the  canal,  provided  the  connections  are 
»o  made  that  no  aolid  matter  can  pass.    W^ith  two  exceptions  the  law  is  obHervcd,  but 
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if  the  city  does  not  see  the  necessity  for  a  change  very  soon,  some  means  mast  be 
adopted  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  antbority.  The  canal  is,  at. times,  very  offensive, 
and  will  in  time  become  an  immense  open  sewer.  It  was  thought  last  year  that  the 
drains  from  the  paper-mills  and  other  factories  mifi^ht  have  an  injnrions  effect  on  the 
gates  and  walls,  but  an  analysis  of  the  water  shows  that  at  present  there  is  very  little 
danger  of  such  a  result. 

CONTRACTS  AFFECTING  CAXAL  MANAGEMENT. 

When  the  canal  was  enlarged,  in  accordance  with  a  contract  with  the  city  of  Louis- 
ville, a  portion  of  the  south  bank  of  the  canal  was  left  without  the  protection  of  a 
wall.  The  city  intended  building  a  basin  adjacent  to  the  canal,  but  it  is  the  general 
opinion  that  no  action  will  ever  be  taken  in  the  matter.  The  wall  must  be  carried 
across  this  vacant  space  before  the  canal  can  be  considered  finished. 

A  contract  between  the  former  management  and  private  parties  gave  to  the  latter 
the  right  to  use  canal  property  and  to  construct  a  ba^in  near  the  railroad  bridge,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  coal  business.  This  basin  is  supposed  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  superintendent  of  the  canal,  but  trouble  has  frequently  arisen  from  a 
disobedience  of  his  orders. 

A  portion  of  the  city  wharf  lies  along  the  south  bank  of  the  canal.  This  wharf  is 
now  permanently  occupied  by  coal-boats  and  steamboats,  but  previous  to  the  building 
of  the  wing<lam  on  the  north  side,  it  was  of  but  little  service  to  the  city.  When  the 
river  is  hign  and  the  water  is  running  over  the  wing-dam,  the  entrance  to  the  canal 
is  difficult,  and,  unless  care  is  exercised,  dangerous.  If  the  control  of  this  portion  of 
the  wharf  cannot  be  obtained,  the  only  alternative  will  be  to  raise  the  wing-dam 
four  feet. 

The  city  has  recently  granted  permission  to  private  parties  to  erect  a  coal-elevator 
on  the  canal  at  the  foot  of  Seventh  street.  This  matter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  United  States  district  attorney. 

DREDGING  DEPARTMENT. 

The^tow-boat,  dredges,  and  mud-scows  were  old  and  in  very  poor  condition  when 
received  with  the  canal.  Constant  repairs  have  been  necessary,  and  it  would  have 
been  more  economical  to  have  built  new  boats  eighteen  mouths  ago,  but  no  funds  were 
available  for  the  purpose. 

Notwithstanding  their  condition  the  dredges,  &c.,  have  done  valuable  service,  and 
have  succeeded  in  keeping  the  canal  open  during  the  past  year.  Two  of  the  mud- 
scows  have  been  enlarged  and  thoroughly  repaired,  and  the  timber  for  a  third  is  on 
hand.    All  the  work  has  been  done  by  our  own  employ^. 

Extensive  repairs  of  the  tow-boat  have  been  commenced  and  a  new  hnll  is  nearly 
completed.    Complete  repairs  of  dredges  must  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  following  remarks  upou  the 

STAGES  OF  THE  RIVER  AND  SEDIMENT  DEPOSITED 

will  show  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  dredging  apparatus  in  perfect  order. 

During  December,  1874,  the  water  rose  rapidly,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1875 
there  was  a  favorable  sta^e  of  water  in  the  canal.  From  the  'M  to  the  6th  of  January 
the  water  was  over  the  middle  gates.  During  the  entire  month  the  weather  was  very 
cold,  the  ice  in  the  canal  being  at  times  one  foot  thick.  During  a  portion  of  this  time 
navigation  was  kept  up  by  means  of  an  improvised  ice-breaker.  The  water  remained 
high,  and  on  the  28th  of  February  again  flooded  the  middle  gates,  giving  navigable 
water  on  the  falls.  This  stage  of  the  river  continued  ontil  March  26,  when  boats  were 
again  compelled  to  use  the  canal.  During  this  high  water  the  deposit  in  the  upper 
end  of  the  canal  was  about  2  feet  in  depth  and  the  deposit  in  the  locks  was  enormous. 

The  dredges  worked  d&y  and  night,  and  as  the  river  fell  slowl^^^  they  succeeded  in 
preventing  any  delays.  The  extreme  variation  of  the  water-level  in  the.  canal  dnring 
this  month  was  nearly  6  feet.  During  April,  May,  and  June  the  stage  of  the  river  was 
veiy  favorable  for  the  canal,  but  in  Jmy  it  commenced  to  rise,  and  by  the  7th  of  August 
the  reading  of  the  gauge  above  the  locks  was  30.3  feet,  and  at  the  gange  below  the 
locks  55.0  feet.  This  was  the  highest  stage  of  water  ever  known  in  August,  and  5  feet 
higher  than  the  usual  spring-floods.  When  the  river  commenced  falling  it  went  down 
very  rapidly,  recediuf^  as  much  as  6  feet  in  twenty-four  hours  and  20  feet  in  one  week. 
The  deposit  left  by  this  rise  was  enormous.  Careful  measurements  gave  the  following 
amounts :  In  new  locks,  20.629  cubic  yards,  being  11  feet  in  depth ;  in  old  locks,  9,000 
cubic  yards,  filling  lower  chambers;  in  canal,  24,000  cubic  yards;  making  a  total 
of  53,629  cubic  yards  in  the  canal  and. locks.  The  dredges  immediately  commenced 
working  day  and  night,  but  the  river  fell  so  rapidly  that  on  the  17th  lockages  had  to 
be  suspended,  but  bj-  the  20th  they  were  resumed.  During  the  three  days  the  locks 
could  not  be  used,  fortunately  but  few  boats  desired  to  pass  through. 

During  September  and  October  the  river  remained  at  a  good  stage  for  light-draught 
boats,  but  tow^ard  the  latter  part  of  November  the  usual  rise  commenced,  &nd  on  the 
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29th  the  water  was  level  with  the  top  of  the  middle  f^ates.  Decemher  1  the  river  fell 
slightly^  aod  during  .the  reoiaioder  of  the  month  the  water  has  heen  at  a  favorahle 
stage  for  the  canal.  Mach  sediment  has  been  left  in  the  canal,  hat  constant  dredging 
and  an  abundance  of  water  have  prevented  any  delays.  Several  methods  have  been 
proposed  for  either  preventing  these  enormous  deposits  or  facilitating*  their  removal, 
but  the  only  method  so  far  promising  certain  success  is  the  one  now  in  use.  A  mova- 
ble dam  at  the  head  of  the  c^nal  which  will  permit  a  strong  current  to  be  occasionally 
established  will  be  an  auxiliary  to  the  dredges,  but  cannot  take  their  place. 

TIME  OF  LOCKAGE. 

During  the  past  year  records  have  been  kept  to  determine  the  time  occupied  in 
lockages.  It  varies  so  with  different  stages  ot  water,  that  only  an  average  cau  be 
given. 

When  the  nsnal  force  of  men  are  employed  and  both  chambers  are  used,  a  lockage 
will  occupy  about  an  hour,  or  if  the  water  is  high  and  only  one  chamber  is  used,  half 
an  hour  is  sufficient. 

With  an  extra  force  of  men  the  time  through  two  chambers  can  be  reduced  to  forty- 
five  minutes.  The  opening  or  closing  of  each  ^ate  occupies  seven  minutes,  and  the 
rest  of  the  time  is  required  for  filling  and  emptying  the  chambers. 

When  the  canal  is  clear  and  only  being  used  by  steamboats,  the  time  of  one  lockage 
will  give  the  means  of  co^nputing  the  daily  capacity  of  the  locks ;  but  when  the  canal 
is  being  used  by  tows,  there  are  so  many  delays  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the 
superintendent  that  no  computation  can  be  made. 

On  December  3  it  took  five  hours  and  forty-five  minutes  ta  pass  the  steamer  Sam 
Brown  and  sixteen  boats,  carrying  about  10,700  tons  of  coal.  But  one  Io3k-chamber 
was  used,  and,  from  the  size  of  the  boats,  six  lockages  were  necessary.  Not  more  than 
three  hours  were  consumed  in  moving  gates  and  filling  and  emptying  chambers,  so 
that  two  hours  and  three-quarters  were  required  for  moviug  the  boats  iuto  and  out  of 
the  locks. 

Frequentl3''  there  are  as  many  as  four  or  five  tows,  with  from  fifteen  to  twentv  boats- 
each,  waiting  to  pass  down  through  the  canal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  passeng^-boats 
and  upward-bound  tows  are  pressing  their  claims.  Tows  cannot  pass  each  other  ex- 
cept at  the  head  or  the  foot  of  the  canal,  and  ordinarily  they  can  only  pass  steamboata 
at  one  intermediate  point. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that-with  the  best  of  management  and  perfection  ia 
the  movements  of  boats,  occasional  delays  are  unavoidable. 

But  the  movement  of  boats  is  far  from  perfection.  Large  tows  have  small  and  fre- 
qnently  a  very  insufficient  set  of  hands ;  ft  takes  them  a  long  time  to  arrange  their  • 
boats  md  move  through  the  canal,  and  often  after  reaching  the  locks  no  means  are 
provided  for  removing  the  boats  as  they  are  passed  through.  If  it  is  foggy,  or  if  there 
is  much  wind,  coal-boats  cannot  be  moved,  and  must  be  held  in  the  basin,  at  the  head 
of  the  locks.  It  thcs  happens  that,  at  times,  hours  and  even  whole  nights  are  lost, 
when  it  is  very  important  that  the  boats  should  keep  moviug,  clearing  the  way  for 
those  coming  behind  them. 

During  the  past  year  extra  forces  have  been  employed  whenever  a  pressure  of  work 
demanded  it,  and  the  lock-hands  have  beeu  on  hand  day  and  night,  ready  for  any  boat 
that  wished  to  pass  through  the  canal. 

8U8PEX8IOK  OF  NAVIGATION  BY  HIGR  WATER,  ICE,  ETC. 

During  the  past  year  the  canal  has  been  in  a  navigable  condition  two  hundred  and 
seventy -two  days  and  closed  ninety-three  days,  the  lacter  time  being  divided  as  fol- 
lows: 

Closed  bv  ice  thirty-five  days.  During  this  time  a  few  boats  passed,  but  navigation 
was  virtually  suspend<Ml. 

Closed  by  high  water  fifty-four  days.  Daring  this  timo  boats  could  use  the  falls,  and 
the  canal  was  not  needed. 

Closed  for  repairs  and  dredging  four  days.  During  this  time  but  few  boats  wished 
to  pass  through. 

Daring  the  year  there  have  been  but  sixty-eight  days  when  there  was  loss  than  5> 
feet  of  water  in  the  canal,  and  but  twenty-three  days  when  there  was  less  than  4  feet. 

NUMBER,  DESIGNATION,  AND  MONTHLY  PAY  OF  EMPLOVfcS. 

The  following  employes  have  been  necessary  for  the  superintendence,  management, 
and  repair  of  £e  canal  and  accessories  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of  salaries 
are  the  same  as  during  the  first  six  months'  management.  The  number  is  the  same  aa 
employed  before  the  Government  assumed  charge,  and  the  salaries  are  the  same  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  assistant  superintendent,  which  formerly  was  $250  per 
month. 
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Far  general  superintendence,  . 

>On©  snperiutendent,  per  month.. |250  00 

*  One  assistant  saperinteDdent,  per  month 150  00 

For  collection  of  tolU  and  clerical  work, 

•One  toll-collector,  per  month $150  00 

For  maneuvering  gates,  turning  bridges,  ^'C. 

One  lockmaster, pernionth $95  00 

One  assistant  locKmaster,  per  month 70  00 

Twenty-two  lockhands,  per  month,  each 50  00 

Two  lockhands  and  divers,  per  month,  each 60  00 

One  watchman,  per  month : 50  00 

One  hridge-tender,  per  month 30  00 

For  repairs  of  boats,  gates,  machinery,  d:c. 

One  carpenter,  per  month 85  00 

One  assistant  carpenter,  per  month 60  00 

One  blacksmith,  per  month 80  00 

One  blacksmith's  striker,  per  month 30  00 

The  above  forces  work  day  and  night  without  extra  pay.  The  lock-forces  are  not 
worked  in  reliefs,  as  all  are  required  for  oi>ening  and  closing  the  gates. 

When  the  locks  are>  in  constant  operation  day  and  night  for  any  length  of  time^a 
few  extra  men  are  employed  at  the  same  rates  as  the  regular  emx>loy^s. 

For  management  of  tow-boat. 

One  captain  and  pilot,  per  month |dO  00 

One  engineer,  per  month ju. 80  00 

Three  deck-hands  and  firemen,  each,  per  month 40  OO 

One  wttchman,per  month 40  00 

For  management  of  two  dredges  and  four  mud-scows. 

One  foreman  of  dredges,  per  month |80  00 

Two  engineers,  per  month,  each 80  OO 

Two  dipper-tenders,  per  month,  each ^ 50  00 

Six  deck-hands,  per  month,  each 40  00 

Two  firemen,  per  mouth,  each ^ 40  00 

Oue  watchman,  per  month •  40  OO 

The  steamboat  and  dredge-hands  work  during  daylight  and  Sundays,  if  required  ; 
for  uight-w(frk  they  receive  proportional  extra  pay. 

The  monthly  cost  of  the  above  labor,  when  only  the  regular  force  is  employed  and 
there  is  no  night-work,  is  |3,330.  ' 

Duriug  the  past  year  the  cost  of  extra  labor  has  been  $.545.57,  and  of  night- work 
$633.18. 

The  engineers  and  some  other  employ^  on  the  steamboat  and  dredges  have  been 
perfonuing  their  present  duties  for  a  long  time.  They  are  receiving  loss  for  their  ser- 
vices thau  is  paid  for  the  same  class  of  woik  elsewhere,  and  to  retain  them  a  small  in- 
crease may  be  necessary. 

The  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent,  and  collector  of  tolls,  in  addition  to 
their  usual  work,  performed  the  duties  of  assistant  engineer,  overseer,  and  clerk  on  the 
work  being  done  for  the  iuiproveuient  of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio. 

RATES  OF  TOLL  AND  CHARGES  FOR  DRY  DOCK. 

Tlie  rates  of  toll  charged  dnring  the  past  year  have  been  as  follows : 

Steamboats,  10  cents  per  ton  registered  under-tonnage. 

Model  barges,  10  cents  per  ton  registered  under-tonnage. 

Coal-boats,  flats,  &;c.,  8  cents  per  ton,  measured  capacity. 

Steamboats  of  less  than  50  tons  and  flats  of  less  than  63  tons,  $5. 

Rafts  of  logs,  &.C.,  measurement  and  rates  the  same  as  for  coal-boats,  &c. 

Boats  belonging  to  the  United  States,  free. 

Use  of  dry  dock,  $75  per  week. 

The  above  rates  on  steamboats  are  the  same  as  fixed  by  Congress  May  11,  1874  ;  the 
rates  on  coal-boats  were  increased  from  5  cents  to  8  cents  by  the  Secretary  of  War  last 
January,  in  order  to  make  the  rates  more  uniform.  This  small  increase,  which  has 
hardly  been  felt,  has  Increased  the  yearly  receipts  $16,297.96,  The  custom-house 
measurement  is  taken  for  all  boats  having  registers,  and  the  total  tonnage  of  such 
boats  being  about  double  their  under-tonnage,  the  rate  is,  in  reality,  about  5  cents  per 
ton,  carrying-capacity.     Coal-boats,  flat-boats,  &.Q.,  are  measured  and  their  nuaer- 
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tonnage  computed.  This  class  of  boats  will  carry  about  one  and  one- half  times  tbe 
amount  indicated  by  their  measured  under-tonnage,  so  that  the  rate  for  their  carrying- 
capacity  is  about  the  same  as  for  steamboats  and  model  barges. 

Examples, 


Class. 


St«amer  Mountaineer 

Steamer  Mary  Alice 

Model  iMrgre  Mary , 

Model  barge,  Mississippi  Transportation  Company,  Na  31 
Sqoare  barge,  130  by  24  by  7} 


Total  tonnafte, 

Uuder-tonnage 

or  carryiog- 

or  tonnage 

capacity. 

charged  for. 

585.66 

35^81 

55D.56 

248.73 

706.60 

362  53 

1, 012.  30 

417. 16 

480.00 

246.00 

At  the  present  rate  the  tolls  will  amount  to  about  i  cent  per  bushel  of  coal,  }  cent 
per  barrel  of  salt,  and  6  cents  per  ton  of  iron-ore. 

The  following  examples  will  show  the  great  reduction  in  tolls  under  the  Government 
management : 


CUss. 

TkT-^.^                       Under-ton- 
N**"*-                    1      nage. 

Charges  under 
old    manage- 
ment. 

Present 
charges. 

Steamboat - 

Tbompson  Dean 996 

Thos.  Sherlock '              877 

Rubicon 1              390 

130by95by7 i               239 

1498  00 

438  00 

195  00 

65  00 

60  00 

199  60 

Do 

87  70 

Model  barge ;.. 

39  00 

Sfjoare  barge 

19  13 

Phiduce-boat 

lOObyaObyS |              105 

8  40 

Under  the  former  management  a  distinction  was  made  between  loaded  and  empty 
I    barges ;  and  I  think  such  an  arrangement  of  tolls  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  the 
present  system  of  charging  a  uniform  rate. 


EXPENSES   OF   SUPERINTENDENCE,   MANAGEMENT,    AND    REPAIRS,    AND   RECEIPTS   FROM 
TOLLS,  AC,  DURING   THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,   1875. 

The  total  expenditure  daring  tbe  ^st  year  has  been  $49,759.48.  Deducting  $8,192.61 
for  permanent  work  and  not  chargeable  to  yearly  expenses,  the  cost  of  operating  the 
caDal  has  been  $46,.566.87.  The  cost  of  the  same  work,  from  June  ll,;i874,  to  December 
31, 1874,  was  $25,142.11,  or  at  the  rate  of  $44,966.25  per  year. 

The  receipts,  from  June  11, 1874,  to  December  31, 1874,  were  $20,391.68,  being  $4,750.43 
less  than  the  operating  expenses. 

The  receipts  during  the  past  year  have  been  $70,175.61,  being  $20,416.13  in  excess  of 
tbe  exjienditures. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  comparative  monthly  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  past  year.  The  expenses  are  given  for  the  months  in  which  they  were  incurred, 
and  the  statement  will  therefore  not  exactly  agree  with  a  cash  statement  of  receipts 
and  disbursements. 


Hontb. 


January . . 
February . 
March.. .. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August... 
Sppteraber 
October... 
Xorember 
Bocemljer. 


Collections.  Expenses. 


|3, 015  25 
2.092  40 
1.525  76 

10,2":7  44 

13, 935  48 
7.  447  07 
S,  864  96 
3.  406  81 
3, 715  ^ 
.\289  32 
8,2-25  00 

11,  380  26 


$3,760  58 
3, 527  88 
3,  P56  28 
4, 045  84 
3,  872  40 

4.172  83 
3, 817  32 
3,985  80 

4. 173  75 
3,  782  09 
4,299  77 
6,  464  94 


Deficit. 


r745  33 
1, 435  48 
2,330  52 


952  36 
578  99 
457  89 
492  77 


Snrplns. 


16,231  60 
9,063  08 
3. 274  24 


3,925  23 
4, 915  33 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  exhibit  that  during  seven  months  of  the  year  tbe  expenses 
exceeded  the  receipts  $6,993.34,  and  during  five  months  the  receipts  were  in  excess  of 
the  expenses  $27,409.47.  After  deducting  the  deficit  of  last  year,  a  balance  is  left  of 
$15,665.70.  ^ 
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The  period  from  Jane  11, 1874,  to  December  31, 1874,  was  very  nnfiftvorable  for  navi- 
gatioD,  the  water  beiug  low  one  hundred  and  fifty  days  ont  of  two  handred  and  four ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  present  year  has  been  favorable,  there  being  but  twenty-three 
days  when  there  was  4  feet  and  less,  and  but  sixty -one  days  when  boats  could  use  the 
falls.  During  August,  September,  and  October  of  this  year,  usually  low-water  months, 
the  river  was  high  and  navigation  livelv. 

The  principal  income  of  the  canal  is  from  boats  carrying  coal  from  Pittsburgh,  salt 
from  the  Kanawha,  and  irourore  from  Missouri  and  the  Tennessee  River. 

The  boats  of  this  description  passing  through  the  canal  during  the  past  year,  has 
been  as  follows : 

Coal-boats  carrying  about  7,866,650  bushels  coal. 

Barges  carrying  about  60,000  barrels  salt. 

Barges  carrying  about  79,177  tons  iron-ore. 

These  coal-boats  start  upon  a  rising  river,  and  generally  reach  Louisville  in  about 
five  or  six  days.  If  there  is  sufficient  water  they  pass  over  the  falls,  and  the  whole 
income  from  this  source  is  lost. 

During  last  August  most  of  the  coal-tows  passed  over  the  falls  safely,  but  during 
November  and  December  the  stage  of  the  river  necessitated  the  use  of  the  canal.  Had 
there  been  one  foot  more  water,  all  the  coal-boats,  which  added  about  $5,500  to  the 
yearly  receipts,  would  have  passed  over  the  falls. 

These  facts,  as  well  as  the  following  comparison  of  tonnage  through  the  canal  dar- 
ing the  latter  halves  of  the  years  1^74  and  1875,  will  show  that  no  very  accurate 
estimate  of  receipts  can  be  made  until  the  business  of  several  years  can  be  compared. 


Tonnage. 

July. 

Angaat 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

1P74 

16,604 
S9,086 

46,303 
35,950 

14,395 
36,587 

17, 179 
30.416 

22,679 
86,334 

2S,741 

1875 

129.674 

Judging  from  past  experience,  and  supposing  that  the  coming  year  will  be  an  aver, 
age  of  the  two  past,  the  present  rate  of  tolls  will  secure  a  sufficient  income  for  the 
superintendence,  management,  and  ordinary  repairs,  and  will  give  a  small  surplus. 
But  as  gates,  boats,  &c.,  are  perishable,  every  few  years  a  larger  outlay  than  usual 
will  be  necessary,  and  the  expenses  of  the  past  year  cannot  be  taken  as  a  sample  for 
all  years  to  come.  The  necessary  work  projected  for  next  year  will  absorb  all  the 
surplus  now  on  hand,  all  that  may  be  gained  dui^g  the  coming  year,  and  then  not  be 
completed. 

A  more  detailed  statement  of  receipts  Is  annexed  to  this  report. 

The  great  number  of  boats,  and  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  which,  it  must  be  re-  ' 
membered   is  far  below  the  carrying-capacity,  will  show  how  greatly  commerce  has 
been  benefited  by  the  enlargement  of  the  canal. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  is  also  appended.  These  expenses  are  divided 
between  lockage  department,  dredging  department,  and  permanent  improvementA. 
The  item  of  repairs  in  both  departments  is  very  large,  and  this  expense  might  have 
been  reduced,  nad  sufficient  funds  been  available  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  for 
rebuilding  worn-out  boats,  &^c.,  rather  than  resorting  to  constant  patchwork. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  expense  of  removing  the  river-deposit  nas  been  more  than 
one-third  of  the  operating  expenses  of  the  canal,  and  this  deposit  not  only  entails  the 
expense  of  removing  it,  but  adds  immensely  to  the  difficulties  of  opening  and  closing 
the  gates,  and  renders  necessary  the  large  force  employed  upon  the  locks. 

In  fact,  the  expenses  of  managing  this  canal  cannot  be  compared  with  the  expenses 
of  other  canals,  for  there  is  none  in  this  country,  or  in  the  world,  in  which  the  gates 
are  so  lar^e  and  so  heavy,  and  where,  at  the  same  time,  a  single  freshet  will  almost  fill 
the  lock-chamber  with  sediment. 

WORK  ACCOMPLISHED    DURING  PAST  YEAR,  BY  EMPLOYlfeS,  STEAMBOAT,  DREDGES,  4C. 

In  addition  to  constant  repairs  to  boats,  gates,  bridges,  buildings,  tools,  &c.,  the  me- 
chanics have  built  and  made  one  carpenter-shop,  20  by  50,  and  shed,  15  by  50;  two  watch- 
houses,  for  old  locks;  two  mud-scows,  22  by  50  by  6,  with  capacity  of  38  cubic  yards  each; 
one  spud,  and  one  dipper-handle,  for  dredges ;  one  hoisting-cham,  185  feet  long,  and  one 
turn-table  chain  for  dredges ;  four  pinions  and  sheers  for  dredges ;  four  gate-chains ; 
four  new  locks,  total  length,  464  feet ;   two  friction-rollers  for  well-holes  of  new  locks. 

The  lock-hands,  in '  addition  to  grading  and  repairing  slopes,  and  general  work 
around  buildings  and  grounds,  have  passed  throngu  the  locks  2,280  vessels,  requiring 
1,401  lockages.  They  have  opened  and  closed  the  gates  8,406  times,  and  merely  in 
turning  the  capstans,  and  moving  from  one  gate  to  another,  each  man  has  traveled 
about  2,604.85  miles,  or  an  average  of  7>14  miles  per  day. 
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The  steamboat  and  dredges  have  worked  two  hundred  and  fifteen  days  during  the 
year  and  have  removed  90,48d  cubic  yards  of  sediment.  The  tow-boat,  while  turning 
OQl  the  scows,  has  rnn  1,863.5  miles. 

The  office- work  has  been  as  follows : 

The  superintendent,  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties,  has  prepared  all  plans,  &c.,  for 
gates,  boats,  shops,  &o. 

The  collector  of  tolls  has,  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties  of  collecting  and  depos- 
iting  tolls,  performed  the  duties  of  clerk,  kept  the  records  of  the  office,  and  made  the 
varions  reports  required. 

Daily  readings  of  gauges  have  been  taken  above  and  below  the  locks,  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  comparing  the  relative  variation  in  the  water-luvel  above  and  below  the  rails. 
Kecords  have  been  kept  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  at  characteristic  points  of  the 
river,  in  order  to  determine  the  time  rises  in  the  upper  rivers  will  reach  Louisville, 
and  predict  what  stage  of  water  may  be  expected  in  the  canal. 

Samples  of  the  river-water  have  been  collected  daily  to  determine  the  amount  of 
sediment  it  contains. 

The  canal-water  and  the  emptyings  of  the  city  sewers  have  been  analyzed  to  deter- 
mine whether  any  injury  to  the  iron  and  wood  of  the  gates  and  to  the  walls  may  be 
expected  from  these  sources. 

In  addition  to  the  canal-work,  all  estimates  and  clerical  work  pertaining  to  the 
"  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,"  have  been  attended  to  in  this  office. 

WORK  PROJECTED  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR,  W^fH  ESTIMATE  OF  COST. 

The  following  necessary  work  should  be  done  during  the  coming  year,  or  at  least  so 
much  of  it  as  the  means  made  available  will  permit. 

Management,  superintendence,  tf'o.  of  canal. 

Pay-roll  of  employ^ $39,960  00 

Extni.  pay  and  night-work 1,178  75 

Ordinary  repairs,  purchases,  &c 5, 428  12 

Total 46,566  87 

Two  new  rand-scows $883  29 

Guard-gates  at  head  of  canal 8,000  00 

Onard-gates  at  new  locks 16,000  00 

Repairing  tow-boat .7,303  85 

Kepairing  two  dredges — 8,000  00 

Two  sets  of  gates  for  old  locks .7 6,000  00 

Applying  hor8e*po;^er  at  new  locks ^ 3,000  00 

Office  for  superintendent 800  OO 

Cistern  and  addition^  tire-apparatus 3,000  00 

Telegraph  between  head  and  foot  of  canal .' 500  00 

Survey  of  land  and  marking  boundaries • 1,000  00 

Kaising  masonry  around  gate-recesses  of  middle  gates  of  new  locks 5,000  00 

Repairing  miter-sills  of  old  locks '. 600  00 

Machinery,  lath,  saw,  t&c 1,000  00 

Total 60,087  U 

NECESSITIES  FOR  A  SUJIPLUS-FUND. 

The  preceding  recapitulation  of  work  shows  the  immediate  necessity  for  a  fund  with 
which  all  the  accessories  of  the  canal  can  be  placed  in  a  perfect  condition.  Some  of 
this  work  is  of  a  permanent  nature,  while  other  portions  will  again  require  attention 
in  a  few  years.  The  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  canal  shows  much  work,  such  as 
repairing,  coping,  and  miter-sills  ot  new  locks,  adding  side-culverts  for  filling  cham- 
bers, new  wall  on  north  bank  ot  canal,  completing  wall  on  the  south  bank,  rebuilding 
old  locks,  enlarging  dry-dock,  and  which,  though  not  of  immediate  necessity,  must 
have  attention  in  the  future. 

An  increased  commerce  may  require  further  enlargements,  &c. 

If  all  such  work  is  to  be  paid  for  by  appropriation  a  surplus-fund  which  will  insure 
the  payment  of  smploy^s  during  dull  months  and  provide  for  accidents  is  sufficient^ 
but  if  the  canal  is  to  be  self-sustaining,  a  large  fund  must  be  allowed  to  accumulate. 

CONCLUSION  AND   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In  my  opinion  a  still  longer  time  should  be  allowed  before  deciding  defiuitely  upon 
the  future  management.  The  present  condition  of  the  canal  requires  a  certain  system, 
bnt  when  the  work  recommended  is  carried  out.,the  condition  will  be  somewhat  change^, 
and  it  is  possible  that  in  the  future  the  management  can  bo  simplified,  tho  expeiisea 
reduced,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  canal  still  preserved. 
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I  would  respectfully  Tecoraroend  that  for  the  following  year  the  present  system  of 
superintendence  and  management  be  coutiuned. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  present  rate  of  tolls  be  continued  with  the  follow- 
ing exceptions :  That  all  barges  and  flat-boats  passing  through  the  canal  loaded,  shall, 
when  returning  empty,  be  charged  but  5  cents  per  ton.  This-  will  slightly  reduce  the 
receipts,  but  1  think  the  change  will  make  the  rates  more  Just,  and  will  be  gladly  wel- 
comed by  the  boating  interests. 

I  wouldrespectfnlly  suggest  that  Congress  be  asked  for  a  loan  of  $50,000,  which,  with 
the  surplus  now  on  hand,  will  complete  the  much  needed  repairs  previously  referred  to. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  th'at  the  question  of  jurisdiction  at  the  head  of  the  canal 
be  investigated  and  a  legal  opinion  given  as  to  the  rights  of  the  superintendent  in 
case  in  his  opinion  the  occupancy  of  the  wharf  interferes  with  navigation  or  renders  it 
difficult  or  dangerous.  Wben  an  occasion  arises  requiring  action,  life  and  property 
may  be  at  stake  and  there  would  be  no  time  for  prolonged  legal  action. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  surveyors  of  customs  measuring  an4  remeaspr- 
ing  vessels  liable  to  use  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  be  again  requested  to  furnish 
tho  result  of  said  measurement  to  the  collector  of  tolls.  Lists  of  boats  registered  in 
the  different  districts  have  frequently  been  asked  for,  and  but  few  have  been  received. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  if  possible  the  time  for  reporting  upon  receipts 
and  expenditures,  fixed  by  section  3,  act  of  May  11, 1874,  be  so  changed  as  to  allow 
more  time  between  the  close  of  the  year  and  the  report.  The  first  Monday  iu  January 
was  evidently  selected  on  account  of  its  being  the  day  upon  which  annual  meetings  of 
the  former  management  were  held.  But  these  meetingis  were  held  in  Louisville  and 
all  required  information  could  easily  be  prepared  in  the  time  allowed ;  now  that  the 
reports  must  go  to  Washington,  the  time  is  not  sufficient. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  some  action  be  taken  as  soon  as  possible  upon  the 
rebuilding  of  the  old  locks  and  the  enlargement  of  the  dry-dock.  It  is  almost  a  waste 
of  money  to  patch  up  the  old  locks ;  but  if  no  action  is  taken,  certain  repairs  mnst  be 
made.  The  question  of  enlarging  the  dry-dock  is  more  one  of  policy  than  of  engi- 
neering, but  the  advantages  to  the  boating  interests  are  so  evident,  that  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  it. 

I  would  respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  action  upon  the  rules  and  regulations  pro- 
posed in  the  report  of  last  December,  and  again  appended  to  this  report.  If  adopted, 
instructions  should  be  given  as  to  how  they  are  to  be  enforced.  To  manage  the  canal 
properly,  and  deal  justly  with  the  various  parties  using  it,  requires  prompt  action  in 
case  of  disputes,  &c.;  and  if  the  superintendent  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  delays,  he 
must  have  the  power  to  enforce  his  orders,  and  must  be  able  to  exercise  this  power 
without  going  into  long  legal  proceedings. 

.  In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent,  toll- 
collector,  and  all  other  employes,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  faithful  and  fearless 
manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties  during  the  past  year.  By  intelli- 
gence, energy,  ingenuity,  and  strict  attention  to  duty,  they  haTe  overcome  many 
difficulties,  and  have  preserved  the  canal  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency. 

Dealing  justice  to  all  has  occasionally  brought  forth  complaints,  but  in  no  instance 
have  such  complaints  been  founded  on  facts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MACKENZIE. 

Captain  of  EngineerB, 

Mig.  G.  Weitzkl, 

Corps  of  Engineers t  U.  S.  A. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND 
CANAL,  AND  THOSE  USING  IT. 

1.  The  movement  of  all  boats  and  floating  things  in  the  canal  and  the  looks  shal 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  or  his  authorized  assistants. 

2.  When  two  or  more  boats  or  tows  are  waiting  to  enter  the  canal,  either  from 
above  or  from  below,  the  superintendent  shall  have  authority  to  designate  the  time 
and  order  of  their  entering ;  and  no  boats  or  tows  shall  enter  the  canal  without  his 
authority. 

3.  No  boat  shall  tie  up  along  the  bank  of  the  canal,  or  in  any  way  obstmct  the 
canal,  or  delay  entering  or  leaving  the  locks  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  proper  authority. 

4.  All  boats  meeting  in  the  canal  shall  pass  to  the  right ;  and  when  the  passage  is 
too  narrow,  the  ascending  boat  shall  move  into  a  turn-out  basin,  unless  the  descend- 
ing boat  is  much  nearer  to  it. 

5.  Ordinary  boats  or  tows,  arriving  first  at  the  locks,  shall  have  the  preference  in 
passing;  but  iu  all  cases,  boats  and  barges. belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  em- 
ployed upon  the  work,  shall  have  the  precedence  over  all  others ;  and  steam  or  passen- 
ger boats  shall  have  the  precedence  over  heavy  tows;  and  loaded  tows  shall  have  the 
precedence  over  empty  tows. 
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6.  No  boat  sball  mn  alongside  of  any  other  boat  bo  as  to  wedge  in  the  canal,  nor 
shall  any  boat,  when  approaching  the  locks,  attempt  to  pass  another  boat  when  within 
m  feet  of  the  locks. 

7.  No  boat  shall  enter  the  canal  or  the  locks  whose  actual  draught  exceeds  the  depth 
of  the  water  in  the  oanaf,  as  shown  by  the  gauge  at  the  head. 

8.  All  boats  waiting  for  lockage  mnst  be  kept  in  the  basin  above  the  locks,  or  beyond 
the  breast-wall  below  the  locks,  and  not  in  any  way  obstruct  the  channel  until  their 
time  comes  for  entering  the  locks. 

9.  All  boats,  &o.,  arriving  at  the  locks  and  not  taking  advantage  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  shall  lose  their  tarn. 

10.  Any  nnnecessary  delay  in  the  locks  or  the  canal,  or  the  violation  of  any  lawful 
order  of  the  superintendent,  shall  be  construed  as  obstructing  the  free  navigation  of 
the  canal. 

11.  All  boats,  when  in  the  locks,  shall  fasten  their  bow  and  stem  lines  to  the  straps 
orsDubbing-postson  the  walls  or  banks  of  the  locks  nntil  the  chamber  is  filled  or  emp- 
tied. They  snail  also  be  provided  with  fenders,  to  be  used  when  striking  any  part  of 
the  locks. 

12.  No  boat  shall  strike  any  bridge,  gate,  breast-wall,  stay-chain,  or  any  part  of  the 
locks  liable  to  be  injured. 

13.  All  boats  UFing  the  canal  shall  be  free  from  projecting  irons  or  rough  surfaces 
that  would  be  liable  to  damage  the  walls  or  any  part  of  the  canal  or  locks. 

14.  The  nnder-tonnage  of  all  boats  shall  be  determined  by  the  custom-house  meas- 
urement if  registered,  -and  if  not  registered,  by  the  measurement  of  the  collector  of 
Ms, 

15.  All  tolls  shall  be  paid  in  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  no  boat  shall 
he  allowed  to  leave  the  locks  until  the  toll  is  paid. 

16.  In  no  case  shall  the  tolls  collected  from  any  boat  be  less  than  the  actual  expenses 
of  operating  the  locks. 

17.  That  any  one  who  shall  willfully,  or  through  carelessness,  in  any  way  obstruct 
the  free  navigation  of  the  canal,  or  by  the  violation  of  any  of  the  laws  or  regulations 
govecoing  the  canal  and  those  using  it,  delay  or  inconvenience  any  boat  having  the 
right  to  use  the  canal,  shall  be  responsible  for  all  damages  and  delays  and  for  all  ex- 
penses of  removing  the  obstructions. 

18.  No  one  shall  trespass  upon  the  canal-property,  or  in  any  way  injure  the  canal, 
the  locks,  or  any  of  the  apfwndages. 

19.  No  one,  unless  authorized  by  the  superintendent  or  the  lock-master,  shall  open  or 
close  any  gate  or  wicket,  or  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  eniployds  in  the  discharge 
of  their  dnties. 

20.  No  person  shall  throw  or  roll  any  stone  or  other  material  into  the  canal,  or  place 
any  such  material  on  any  bank  or  berm  of  the  canal  so  that  it  is  liable  to  be  thrown 
or  rolled  in. 

21.  All  boats  approaching  the  locks  shall  signal  for  the  same  by  four  distinct  whistles. 

StaUmmt  of  number  of  8ieaml>oat»,  model  targes^  ooaUhoatB^  ^o.,  passed  through  the  Louie- 
vilUand  Portland  Canal,  during  year  ending  Deotmber  31, 1875,  and  receipts  from  tolls,  ^c. 


Month. 

Steam, 
boats. 

Tow- 
boats. 

Model 
bargee. 

Square 
bargee. 

Tonnage. 

• 

JaDQary ..........r.,.. T--r»r-,- 

91 
27 
12 
67 
90 
83 
33 
28 
84 
97 
73 
49 

18 
7 
7 
44 
51 
33 
14 
93 
17 
11 
33 
24 

22 
i:j 
13 
94 
129 
78 
25 
34 
34 
26 
78 
47 

70 

22 

32 

206 

214 

74 

31 

63 

56 

56 

237 

271 

43, 007. 5 

Fflbraary r -r - 

21, 406. 5 

lijirch 

15,745 

April 

111,818 

Mky     .                    ............: 

140, 507. 5 

Jane ,. 

75,828 

July 

29,086 

Aagost 

35,950 

Septemb^ 

36,587 

October          

30,416 

November 

88,334 

December 1 

129,674 

Total         

664 

291 

593 

1,332 

758, 359. 5 

Receipts  from  telle $68,664  75 

Reoelptefrom  drydook 599  21 

lUeeiptefrom  rente 5€1  65 

Ii«oeipU  from  towage 350  00 

Total 70, 175  61 

KoTR.— Rate  of  toll  on  model  and  eqoare  bargee  was  changed  ft-om  5  cents  per  ton  to  10  cents  and  8 
eente,  respectively,  January  25. 1875.  Steamboate  and  model  barges  less  than  50  tons,  and  square  barges 
less  than  63  tons,  are  charged  $5  for  lockage.  Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 
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LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND  CANAL  COMPANY. 


Statement  of  expenaea  of  auperintendence,  maiuigement,  repaWf  and  improvement  of  Iht  Louu- 
ville  and  Portland  Canal  and  its  acceasariea  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1675. 


Lockage  department.  ^ 

Dredge  departn^t. 

M 

Months. 

1 

1 

^ 

^ 

^ 

1 

1 

Jftnnftry    ••  ..■••. 

12,310  00 
3.310  00 
8,350  00 
3, 315  33 
3,310  00 
3,310  00 
8,310  00 
8,310  00 
8,310  00 
3, 331  67 
3,605  75 
3,503  83 

1135  36 
108  05 
63  13 
98  97 
73  31 
63  83 
77  34 
119  64 

89  00 

90  30 
217  90 

98  53 

♦3,445  36 
3.418  05 
8.418  13 
3,414  39 
3.383  31 
3,373  83 
3,387  34 
8,439  64 
8,393  00 
8.411  96 
3,833  65 
8.60135 

11.045  00 
1,030  00 
1,080  00 
1.089  67 
1.030  00 
1,030  00 
1,080  00 
1,303  00 
1,383  51 
1.080  00 
1,020  00 
1,030  00 

1370  33 
89  83 
399  35 
459  53 
330  16 
831  30 

341  06 
974  41 
317  83 

342  48 
391  88 
753  47 

$1. 315  33 
1,109  83 
1,419  35 
1,543  30 
1.350  16 
1,851  30 
1.36108 
1,478  41 
1,700  74 
1,3C3  48 
1, 411  83 
1.773  47 

13,760  58 

Februttry .......... 

89  35 
136  93 
547  80 
68  90 
79  75 
81  01 
7  65 
64  30 
3,090  18 

3,537  88 

March  .T. 

3.856  38 

Anril 

4,045  84 

MAy.::::;::::::::: 

31878  40 

Jane 

4.178  83 

Jnly 

Augnst ...... ..-.-. 

3.817  38 
3,965  80 

BoT^bfimbfir       ...... 

4, 173  75 

31,788  89 

November 

4.899  77 

6«464  94 

Totia 

38.865  57 

1,837  34 

39. 498  91 

13,873  18 

4.800  78 

17.073  96 

3,198  61 

49, 759  48 

The  expenses  in  tbe  above  table  are  charged  to  the  months  in  which 
they  were  incurred,  and  conseqaently  will  not  agi*ee  with  the  financial 
statement  Under  the  head  of  improvements  are  classed  sach  repairs 
and  improvements  as  are  of  a  permanent  character,  if  not  properly 
chargeable  to  annual  operating  expenses. 
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SUEVET  OF  CHIPPEWA  RIVEE,  WISCONSIN. 


LETTEK 

FROM  THE 

CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

TRANSMITTINO, 

In  compliance  icith  the  provisions  of  act  of  March  3, 1875,  the  report  of 
Maj.  Francis  U.  Farquhar^  Corps  of  Engineers^  on  the  survey  of 
Chippewa  River ^  Wisconsin. 


Jaxuary  18^  1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  aod  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wae  Department,  January  15, 1876. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  farther  CQmpUance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875, 
copy  of  the  report  of  Maj.  Francis  IT.  Farquhar,  Corps  of  Engineers,  of 
the  survey  of  Chippewa  River,  Wisconsin. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerk. 


Office  op  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtouj  J>.  C,  January  13,  1876. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  to  this 
Office  from  Maj.  F.  U.  Farquhar,  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  results  of  a 
survey  of  Chippewa  River,  Wisconsin,  with  the  view  to  the  improve- 
ment of  its  navigation,  made  in  compliance  with  provisions  of  the  river 
and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 1875. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier 'Qeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


survey  of  the  chippewa  river,  wisconsin. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Saint  Paul^  December  13,  1875. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  re« 
suits  of  a  survey  made  during  the  past  season  on  the  Chippewa  River, 

Wi.SC0n8in.  ,     r\r\ri\o 
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As  the  amount  allotted  ($1,800)  for  this  sarvey  was  so  small,  it  was 
thought  best  to  use  it  in  making  detailed  surveys  of  the  worst  obstruc- 
tions below  Chippewa  Falls,  as  shown  by  the  examination  made  in  1874. ' 
The  results  of  this  latter  examination  were  reported  by  me  in  letter 
dated  January  30, 1875. 

Detailed  surveys  were  made  at  the  following  localities : 

1.  Upper  Dalles.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  1.) 

2.  Lower  Dalles.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  2.) 

3.  Ramsey's  Bar.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  3.) 

4.  Darand  Bars.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  4.) 

5.  Head  of  Beef  Slough.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  5.) 

6.  Mouth  of  river.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  6.) 

UPPER  DALLES. 

This  obstruction  in  the  river  is  a  little  more  than  four  miles  below 
Chippewa  Falls.  The  river  here  breaks  through  a  ledge  of  coarse  yel- 
lowish sandstone.  The  distance  from  th6  head  to  the  foot  of  the  Dalles 
is  about  12,000  feet,  and  the  total  fall  is  10^  feet,  or  an  average  of  4.62 
feet  per  mile.  By  examining  tracing  No.  1,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  only  way 
to  improve  this  part  of  the  river  for  steamboat-navigation  is  by  building 
a  lock  and  dam.  The  lock-chamber  should  be  200  feet  by  50  feet,  with  a 
lift  of  lOJ  feet,  and  should  be  of  stone  and  concrete  masonry.  The  dam 
should  be  of  timber  and.  Airnished  with  an  adjustable  timber-chute  for 
the  use  of  rafts.    The  cost  of  this  improvement  would  be  as  follows : 

Dam,  557  feet  long |61,733  m 

Timber-chute 10,007  95 

Lock 122,523  41 

194,265  05 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 19, 426  50 

Total 213,691  55 

2.  LOWER  DALLES.      (SEE  TRACING  NO.  2.) 

The  rapids  at  this  locality  commence  about  one  and  one-fourth  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Eau  Claire  Eiver.  The  river  here  again  breaks 
through  a  led^e  of  coarse  sandstone,  and  has  cut  through  it  a  very  tor- 
tuous channel.  From  the  head  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  the  distance  is 
9,850  feet,  and  the  total  fall  is  88  feet.  Here  it  is  proposed  to  overcome 
the  obstruction  by  constructing  a  dam  with  timber-chute  just  below  the 
railroad-bridge,  a  canal  3,610  feet  long  from  the  dam,  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  river,  and  at  the  end  of  the  canal  a  lock  200  feet  by  60  feet  and  9.J 
feet  lift. 

The  canal  will  be  100  feet  wide  at  the  water-line  and  4  feet  deep.  At 
the  upper  end  of  the  canal  will  be  guanl-gates.  The  cost  of  this 
improvement  will  be  as  follows : 

Dam, 570  feet  long $36,218  94 

Timber-cbute 6,246  75 

Canal  and  locks 178,160  27 

222,625  97 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 22,262  59 

Total 244,888  56 

3.  BUMSET'S  BAB— 4.  DUBANI)  BABS. 

These  ])laces  in  the  river  are  filled  with  sand-bars,  the  material  for 
which  las  evidently  been  largely  furnished  by  the  high  sandbanks  just 
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above  them.  I  do  not  think  there  woald  be  any  difficalty  in  maintain- 
ing a  good  channel  through  these  parts  and  others  were  the  supply  of 
sand  cut  oif,  and  unless  these  ^^  yellow  banks"  are  protected  from  the 
erosive  action  of  the  river,  any  wing-dams  or  other  constructions  to 
improve  the  natural  channel  of  the  river  will  only  have  a  very  tempo- 
rary effect. 

There  are  on  the  river  six  of  these  "  yellow  banks,"  varying  from  80 
feet  to  100  feet  in  height,  and  having  a  total  of  face  exposed  to  the  river 
of  21,000  feet.  The  river-slopes  of  these  banks  are  from  35°  to  40^, 
and  the  sand  can  be  seen  continually  rolling  and  sliding  into  the  river. 
I  think  that,  before  any  other  work  is  commenced  on  the  Chippewa 
River,  the  bottoms  of  these  slopes  should  be  protected.  This  pro- 
tection should  be  of  brush  made  into  fascines  and  so  placed  as  to  revet 
these  slopes  as  high  as  mean  stage  of  water,  and  then  willows  should 
be  planted  on  the  berns.  While  on  the  accompanying  tracings  wing- 
dams  to  be  constructed  are  shown,  yet  I  would  not  recommend  their 
construction  until  the  sand-banks  are  protected.  By  referring  to  my 
report  of  last  year,  the  location  and  extent  of  each  of  the  "  yellow 
banks  "  can  be  ascertained.  They  are  given  in  the  items  of  necessary 
improvements,  numbered  3, 10, 18, 25,  27, 29.  The  total  number  of  cubic 
yards  of  brush- work  is  66,440,  and,  at  an  average  expense  of  $1.25  per 
cubic  yard,  would  cost  to  construct  $83,050.  The  experiment  might  be 
tried  on  the  "  yellow  banks  "just  above  and  bfelow  Kumsey's  Bar.  The 
cost  of  revetting  these  two  would  not  be  more  than  §30,000. 

5.  HEAD  OF  BEEF  SLOUGH. 

On  the  subsidence  of  the  river  after  the  last  spring  freshet,  it  was 
found  that  a  great  change  had  taken  place  in  the  river  between  the 
Bound  Hill  boom  and  the  head  of  Beef  Islands.  The  old  main  channel 
to  the  left  of  Beef  Islands,  which  passes  by  the  head  of  Beef  Slough, 
had  almost  entirely  ftUed  up,  while  Horse  Slough,  to  the  right  of  the 
islands,  had  very  much  deepened,  and  the  amount  of  water  flowing 
through  it  was  nearly  fourteen-fifteenths  of  the  whole  volume  of  the 
river  above  Beef  Islands.  The  cause  of  this  change  is  evident.  The 
Eound  Hill  boom  sent  the  current  against  the  rocky  left  bank  of  the 
river,  and  caused  an  eddy  just  below  itself,  in  which  was  deposited  the 
large  sand-bar,  (No.  1  on  tracing.)  After  striking  the  left  bank,  the 
current  was  deflected  toward  the  head  of  Horse  Slough,  and  the  last 
high  water  completed  the  work,  which  no  doubt  has  been  progressing 
Hince  the  placing  of  the  upper  boom,  of  making  Horse  Slough  the  main 
channel. 

There  are  some  few  snags  in  Horse  Slough  that  should  be  removed, 
and  a  low-water  wingdam  should  be  built  from  the  point  of  rocks  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  upper  boom  to  past  the  head  of 
Beef  Islands.    This  would  cost  as  follows: 

Wing-dams,  3,270  feet  long,  at  S3.25 110,627  50 

Removing  50  snags^at  |5 250  00 

Total...: 10,877  50 

The  position  of  the  winged  end  of  the  Bound  Hill  boom,  as  shown  on 
accompanying  tracing  No.  5,  is  that  giving  the  widest  opening  between 
the  boom  and  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  it  can  be  so  swung  as  to 
entirely  close  the  channel. 
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6.  MOUTH  OF  THE  RIVER.     (SEE  TRAdNG  NO.  6.) 

There  seems  to  be  bat  one  way  of  improving  this  point  on  the  river, 
iind  that  is  ^y  contracting  the  channel-way  until  the  current  of  the 
Mississippi  Kiver  is  reached,  strong  enough  to  carry  away  any  silt 
bronght  dowh  by  the  Chippewa  Biver.  This  ^ould  require  the  build- 
ing of  8,400  feet  of  wing-dams  and  jetties,  which  would  cost  $27,300. 
The  above  estimates  are  substituted  for  those  given  in  previous  report 
for  the  corresponding  items  of  cost. 

In  the  previous  report,  no  estimates  were  made  for  improving  the 
Dalles  so  as  to  permit  of  steamboat-navigation  over  them.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  commerce  on  the  river  will  ever  be  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  warrant  the  construction  of  the  locks  and  dams  at  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Dalles.  Before  any  well-digested  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  the  river  below  Ban  Claire  can  be  made,  a  continuous  survey  of  the 
river  must  be  made,  and  the  experiment  of  protecting  the  steep  slopes 
of  the  high  ** yellow  banks"  tried. 

There  are  places  on  the  river  where  even  rafb-navigation  is  difficult 
during  low  water.  New  channels  are  cut  through  the  sand-bars  each 
year,  and  new  sandbars  are  discovered  on  the  subsidence  of  every 
freshet.  I  have  no  doubt  the  works  recommended  above  at  the  head  of 
Beef  Slough  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  will  improve  the  channel 
of  the  river  at  those  points.  Daring  the  season  of  1875,  the  Beef 
Slough  Company  has  run  down  the  river  from  Chippewa  Falls  to  the 
head  of  Beef  Slough  about  160,000,000  feet,  board-measure,  of  loose 
logs.  These  logs  were  mostly  run  during  a  good  stage  of  water,  thus 
presenting  a  formidable  obstacle  to  steamboat-navigation,  at  a  time 
when  but  few  natural  obstructions  existed.  I  would  respectfully  request 
that  this  report  be  appended  to  my  report  of  January  30, 1875,  (printed 
in  Part  6,  H.  Ex.  Doc.  75,  second  session.  Forty-third  Congress.)  The 
field-work  was  done  by  a  party  under  the  charge  of  Max,  E.  Schmidt, 
who  showed  great  intelligence,  energy,  and  economy  in  doing  the  work 
intrusted  to  him. 

Hoping  that  this  may  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am 
Very  respectfully,  jour  obedient  servant, 

F.  U.  FARQUHAB, 

Major  of  EngineerB. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers y  U,  IS.  A, 
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SURVEY  OF  ELK  RIVER,  WEST  VIRGINIA. 


LETTER 


THE  CHIEF  CLERK  OF   THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

TRANSMITTIXG, 

In  compliance  tctth  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Maj. 
W,  P.  Craighill  on  the  survey  of  the  Elk  River  ^  West  Virginia,  bet  Keen  its 
month  and  Charleston  and  Braxton  Court-House. 


January  18,  lti76. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 

January  15,1870. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  further  compliance  with  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  copy  of  the  report 
of  Maj.  William  P.  Craighill,  Corixs  of  Engineers,  of  a  survey  of  Elk 
River,  West  Virginia,  between  its  mouth  and  Charleston  and  Braxton 
Court- House. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerk. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  13, 187G. 
Sir  :  In  further  compliance  with  the  reciuirements  of  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  March  3, 1875, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy 
of  a  report  to  this  Office,  from  Maj.  W.  P.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
of  a  aui-vey  of  Elk  River,  West  Virginia,  between  its  mouth  at  Charles- 
ton and  Braxton  Court-House,  with  the  view  to  the  improvement  of 
it«  navigation. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS,- 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War.  ^  ^ 
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survey  of  elk  river,  in  west  virginia,  between  its:5k)uthat 
charleston  and  braxton  court-house. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Baltimore,  Md.j  December  7, 1875. 

General:  Tbe  appropriation  bill  of  March  3,  1875,  for  rivers  and 
harbors,  directed  an  examination  or  survey  to  be  made  of  Elk  River,  in 
West  Virginia,  between  its  mouth  at  Cbarleston  and  Braxton  Court- 
House,  otherwise  known  as  Suttonsville. 

The  total  appropriation  for  surveys  wrts  small,  so  that  of  necessity  a 
very  small  sum  was  disposable  for  the  Elk  River,  viz,  $500  for  the  sur- 
vey of  one  hundred  miles. 

The  examination  was  made  by  Mr.  N.  H.  Hatton,  assisted  by  Mr.  C. 
Humphreys,  from  the  middle  of  August  to  the  middle  of  September, 
1875,  and  the  information  collected  in  so  short  a  time,  over  so  long  a 
stretch  of  the  river,  was  much  more  than  I  had  expected,  even  from 
gentlemen  of  such  tested  energy  and  skill  as  those  engaged. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Ilutton,  accompanied  by  two  maps,  is  appended, 
being  dated  October  14, 1875. 

The  note-books  of  the  survey  contain  much  information  which  could 
not  be  exhibited  on  the  maps,  for  want  of  time  and  money.  They  will, 
however,  be  on  file  in  the  Engineer  Bureau  in  Washington,  for  reference, 
should  means  be  provided  for  the  improvement  of  the  Elk  River.  Tbe 
level-books  of  the  survey  by  Colonel  Crozet  in  1839,  have  been  obtained 
from  Richmond,  Va.,  and  copies  of  them  are  also  sent  to  the  Engineer 
Bureau,  as  they  contain  much  valuable  information. 

A  survey  for  a  railroad  up  Elk  River  was  made  in  1871,  by  Maj.  A.  H. 
Campbell.  Some  extracts  from  his  report  are  added  hereto,  descriptive 
of  the  river,  tbe  adjacent  country,  and  its  mineral  and  agricultural 
resources. 

The  Elk  River  is  one  of  the  chief  tributaries  of  the  Great  Kanawha, 
Its  course  is  tortuous,  as  is  shown  by  tbe  fact  that  the  distance  between 
its  mouth  and  Braxton  Court- House  is  fift} -four  miles  in  a  straight  line, 
but  one  hundred  miles  by  the  windings  of  the  stream.  The  average  low- 
water  width  is  about  200  feet,  with  narrows  at  the  rapids  of  about  150 
feet  width,  and  occasional  portions  of  about  300  feet  width. 

The  pools  vary  in  depth  from  3  to  10  feet,  and  are  separated  by  rapids 
over  shoals  of  cobble-stones  and  gravel,  on  which  there  is  a  depth  of 
only  a  few  inches  of  water. 

The  average  fall  per  mile,  in  the  river,  within  the  limits  under  con- 
sideration, is  about  2i  feet,  but  the  fall  is  not  uniformly  distributed, 
being  greatest  (about  4  feet  per  mile)  in  the  central  section,  and  less 
(about  2  feet)  in  the  upper  and  lower  sections.  The  mean  low-water 
tlow  may  be  taken  as  about  80  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Freshets  of  small  height  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  but  rapidly  pass 
oflf.  The  annual  rise  in  the  spring  is  about  10  or  12  feet.  An  extraor- 
dinary rise  is  sometimes  had  of  25  or  30  feet,  but  the  duration  is  not 
great. 

The  navigation  of  the  river  might  be  considerably  improved  for  bat- 
teaux  such  as  are  now  used,  by  cutting  sluices  through  the  shoals,  from 
10  to  12  feet  wide,  and  from  10  to  12  inches  deep  at  low  water,  for  about 
$100,000.  This  is  about  the  greatest  open  navigation  at  low  water  of 
which  the  river  is  capable. 

A  slack-water  navigation  can  be  easily  bad,  tbe  topography  being 
favorable  and  materials  readily  obtained. 
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An  average  lift  of  12  feet  has  been  assumed,  with  a  depth  of  4  feet  on 
the  sills  of  the  locks ;  length  of  chamber  to  be  120  feet,  with  a  breadth 
of  24  feet.  Twenty-two  locks  and  dams  are  required  on  this  basis.  The 
length  of  crest  of  dam  is  taken  at  an  average  of  200  feet.  The  estimated 
cost  is  81,500,000,  if  the  structures  are  of  masonry.  By  using  timber  in 
part,  the  estimate  for  the  improvement  is  reduced  to  $1,000,000. 

With  locks  of  the  dimensions  given  above,  boats  carrying  100  tons 
can  be  readily  accommodated. 

A  poor  dam  and  lock,  badly  located,  has  been  built  about  2^  miles 
above  Charleston,  under  State  authority.  This  should  be  removed.  Its 
use  is  not  considered  in  the  estimate  herewith  presented.  The  estimates 
in  this  report  must  be  regarded  as  approximate,  with  a  margin  on  the 
side  of  fullness. 

The  papers  with  this  report  are : 

1.  The  report  (1875)  of  Mr.  N.  H.  Huttou. 

2.  Extracts  from  the  report  (1871)  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Campbell. 

3.  Extracts  from  letters  and  reports,  furnished  by  Mr.  Hereford,  from 
prominent  and  reliable  gentlemen,  giving  information  as  to  the  value  of 
the  minerals,  timber,  &c.,  of  the  Elk  Eiver  country. 

Other  documents  are  sent  by  express,  as  follows : 

1.  Two  maps. 

2.  Manuscript  copy  of  levels  of  bench-marks  and  water-surface,  from 
railroad  survey  of  1871. 

3.  One  book,  containing  topographical  notes  of  gradienter  survey  and 
sketches  of  dam-sites,  1875. 

4.  One  book,  containing  gradienter  and  level  notes  of  survey  of  1875, 
and  a  copy  of  the  level-notes  of  Colonel  Crozet's  survey,  made  in  1839. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CRAIGHILL, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Huhphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  l\  S,  A. 


REPOKT  OF   Mn.   X.   II.   HLTTON,   ASSISTANT   EXGIXEER. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Octoher  14,  1875.  ' 

Colonel:  I  liave  the  honor  to  Hiibmit  the  following  report  of  an  examination  of  Elk 
River,  West  Virginia,  made  nnder  yonr  direction,  during  parts  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber last. 

The  portion  of  the  river  covered  by  my  instructions  extended  from  its  mouth  at 
Charleston  (Kanawha Court-House)  to  Snttonsville,  (Braxton  Court-House,)  a  distance, 
by  the  course  of  the  river,  of  just  100  miles,  or,  in  an  air-line,  54  miles. 

'a  survey  of  this  section,  and  for  14  miles  above,  was  made  in  1839  by  Col.  C.  Crozet, 
(engineer  of  the  board  of  public  works  of  Virginia ;)  and  in  1871  surveys  were  made, 
noder  Maj.  A.  II.  Campbell,  C.  £.,  for  a  railroad  extending  to  Beall's  Mill,  about  4  miles 
below  Braxton  Coart-House. 

At  the  time  of  making  this  examination,  the  only  accessible  records  of  either  of  the 
previous  surveys  consisted  of  a  general  map  (scale  1  inch  to  1  mile)  of  Colonel  Crozet's 
survey,  showing  the  outlines  of  the  river,  and  elevations  at  each  5  miles,  and  the 
elevations  of  bench-marks  and  the  water-surface  at  a  few  points,  procured  from  notes 
of  the  railroad-survey  by  Major  Campbell. 

Since  returning  from  the  field,  however,  access  has  been  had  to  Colonel  Crozet's 
field-notes. 

The  information  derived  from  these  sourcfbs,  together  with  such  as  was  obtained 
daring  our  necessarily  hurried  examination  of  the  past  summer,  it  is  believed  will  sup- 
ply all  the  data  necessary  for  a  preliminary  investigation  as  to  the  cost  and  method  of 
the  river's  improvement. 

A  party  (consisting  of  one  assistant,  a  rodman,  two  boatmen,  and  a  cook)  was  organ- 
ized at  Charleston,  (Kanawha  Court-House,)  and  left  there  August  '20  in  one  of  the  ba^^ 
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teaax  brought  down  New  River  in  1874,  the  iutcntion  being  to  ascend  the  river  to 
Braxton  Court-IIoule  sls  rapidly  as  possible,  and,  while  descending,  to  make  such 
examinations  as  the  money  at  command  might  permit. 

By  alternate  pushing  and  rowing,  favored  by  a  rise  of  1  or  2  feet  in  the  pools,  Brax- 
ton's Conrt-Houso  was  reached  on  the  27th  August;  the  return  trip  was  couimeucetl 
on  the  30th,  and  the  party  was  disbanded  at  Charleston  on  Saptember  15. 

For  17  miles  below  Braxton  Court-House  a  continuous  survey  wai  made,  with  a  tran- 
sit-instrument, having  a  level  and  micrometer-attachment,  by  which  were  obtaiue^l 
bearings  or  deflections,  distances,  and  differences  of  elevations/ 

Finding  that  this  method,  even  though  averaging  four  miles  of  survey  per  day,  was 
absorbing  more  time  than  our  limited  funds  would  permit,  the  procurement  of  courMe^ 
and  distances  was  abandoned,  and  the  level  alone  continued,  reference  being  fre- 
quently made  to  the  railroad  bench-marks,  and  the  sensibly  level  pools  being  aisamed 
to  be  actually  so. 

The  general  topographical  features  of  the  valley  were  sketched,  nsing  the  map  of 
1S39  as  a  base,  and  sites  were  selected  and  surveyed  for  20  dams,  with  average  lifU)  of 
12  feet ;  the  volume  of  flow  of  the  river  was  roughly  ganged  at  Upper  Mill  Creek,  in 
the  80th  mile  above  Charleston,  and  again  at  Long  Run,  in  the  50th  mile.  Owing  to  the 
roughness  of  the  river-bottom  and  sides,  its  extreme  crookedness  and  irregnlarity  of 
current,  it  would  require  extended  observations,  with  all  the  appliances  of  recent  exper- 
ience, to  determine  the  volume  of  flow  of  this  river  with  much  accuracy ;  but  prefemns 
to  err  on  the  safe  side,  I  have  used  such  large  co-etiicieuts  for  resistances  that  the 
results,  as  given,  may  be  considered  reliable. 

The  Elk  River,  which  is  the  principal  tributarv  of  the  Kanawha,  after  New  and  Green- 
brier Rivers,  lises  among  the  western  slopes  of  the  AUeghanies,  closely  adjacent  to  tb>> 
headwaters  of  the  Ganley;  it  flows  northwesterly  through  Webster  and  a  part  of 
Braxton  County  to  Braxton  Court-House,  and  tbeuce  with  a  tortuous  course  suaib- 
westerly  through  Braxton,  Clay,  and  Kanawha  Counties,  to  its  junction  with  the  Kvaa- 
wha  at  Charleston. 

Throughout  the  100  miles  between  Braxton  Court-House  and  Charleston,  it  main- 
tains a  general  low- water  width  of  200  feet,  occasionally  expanding  to  300,  and  a^iu 
narrowing  at  the  rapids  to  150  or  160  feet.  It  flows  alternately  through  pools  of  from 
3  to  10  feet  depth,  and  rapid  shoals  of  cobble-stones  and  gravel,  with  a  depth  of  a  few 
inches  only. 

The  general  features  of  tbe  valley  are  the  same  throughout  this  section.  Steep  bill- 
sides  impinge  closely  upon  the  water,  always  on  one  side  or  the  other,  frequently  od 
both.  Where  they  do  not  touch  the  river  is  found  a  bank  of  clay  and  sand,  rising 
from  15  to  35  feet  to  a  narrow  strip  of  high  bottom-land,  which  rarely  exceeds  a  few 
hnndre<I  feet  in  width.  Though  the  hills  recede  somewhat  above  Charleston  for  15  or 
20  miles,  leaving  high  strips  of  arable  land,  yet  its  amount  throughout  this  whole 
section  is  Inconsiderable. 

The  average  fall  per  mile  between  Braxton  Court-House  and  Charleston  is  about  2\ 
feet;  bnt  this  is  unequally  distributed,  as  the  central  section  between  Duck  Creek  aod  , 
Yankee  Dam  has  a  fall  of  nearlv  4  feet  per  mile,  while  the  upper  and  lower  sectiont 
have  aa  average  of  less  than  2  feet.    Tbe  mean  low- water  flow  of  tbe  river,  as  deter- 
mined by  ganging,  is  not  less  than  80  cubic  feet  per  second. 

'The  shoals  are,  without  excei)tion,  composed  principally  pf  cobble-stones  and  gravel, 
washed  down  from  the  adjacent  creeks,  with  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  stones  reqairing 
blasting  for  their  removal. 

Sandstone  of  excellent  quality  crops  out  all  along  the  hills  bordering  tbe  river,  and 
is  frequently  exposed  in  the  pools  at  from  5  to  10  feet  below  the  water-surface,  as  well 
as  along  the  banks  at  many  of  the  shoals,  and  will  probably  be  found  at  all  of  them 
at  a  few  feet  under  tbe  drift  of  stone  and  gravel,  as  the  river  exhibits  no  evidences  of 
such  destructive  action  of  the  freshets  as  to  have  broken  away  the  ledges  to  any 
great  depth. 

As  all  the  shoals  exhibit  the  same  features  of  banks  and  bottoms,  (a  hill  on  one  side 
and  a  high  clay  bank  on  the  other,)  if  a  slack-water  improvemeuc  were  to  be  uiaUe, 
almost  any  required  general  height  of  dam  could  be  obtained,  in  so  far  as  facilities  for 
foundations  and  construction  are  concerned. 

The  river  drains  an  area  of  about  one  thousand  six  hundred  square  miles,  uiostlr 
mountainous  or  hilly  country,  from  which  the  rain-fall  is  rapidly  precipitated,  caosiug 
frequent  freshets  of  greater  or  less  extent,  which,  however,  subside  even  more  rapidly 
than  they  rise. 

Floods  of  from  2  to  4  feet  in  the  pools  are  likely  to  occur  several  times  during  a  year: 
the  annual  spring  floods  average  10  or  l:^feet  in'height,  and  every  ten  to  fifteen  years 
may  be  expected  such  rises  as  of  1861  and  of  last  summer,  ranging  from  25  to  '10  feet 
above  low  water.  All  of  these,  however,  rnu  their  courses  and  subside  iu  from  three 
days  to  one  week. 

As  stated  before,  the  arable  land  in  the  Elk  River  Valley  is  too  limited  iu  extent  to 
be  considered.    The  back  country  and  adjacent  hills,   more  especially  iu  Webster 
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County,  (above  Braxtou  Court-Honse,)  furnish  largo  nuantities  of  timber,  principally 
poplar,  which  is  floated  down  to  Charleston  dnrin^  floods.  Cantfel,  splint,  and  bitu- 
mhions  coal  veins,  of  great  thickness  and  value,  are  said  to  be  found  all  along  the 
river  for  seventy  miles  above  Charleston,  and  tK)  some  extent  still  higher.  Owing  tj 
want  of  means  of  transport,  none  of  these  are  as  yet  developed  to  any  considerable 
extent.  For  the  same  reasou  valuable  deposits  of  iron-ore,  which  are  said  to  be  found 
at  many  points  along  the  river,  have  not  been  at  all  developed  or  worked,  except  at 
the  month  of  Strange  Creek,  where  extensive  and  costly  preparations  are  being  made 
to  pro<luce  charcoal- iron. 

A  company,  under  a  State  charter,  has  baen  organized,  with  a  view  among  other 
things  of  improving  the  river,  but  I  believe  their  efforts  so  far  have  been  confined  to  a 
boom  for  holding  logs,  and  a  badly  located  and  constructed  dam  2^  miles  above 
Charleston.  The  crest  of  this  dam  is  20^  feet  above  low  water  in  Elk,  and  it  forms  a 
IHXil  nearly  ten  miles  long,  extending  to  Jarrett's  Shoals. 

The  trade  to  be  developed  by  the  improvement  of  this  river  w^ould  consist  mainly 
of  timber,  coal,  and  irou,  but  there  are  no  means  at  present  of  forming  even  an 
approximate  estimate  of  its  probable  tonnage  and  value.  The  low-water  volume  of 
the  river  (amounting,  as  before  stated,  to  about  80  cubic  feet  per  second)  is  evidently 
entirely  inadeqaato  to  supply  the  demands  of  any  scheme  of  "open  river"  naviga- 
tion, for  if  the  whole  river  were  formed  into  one  long  sluice,  extending  with  a  uniform 
^jracie  from  Braxton  Conrt-House  to  Charleston,  it  would  only  form  a  water-way  about 
(>(i  fcot  wide  and  9  inches  deep. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  for  batteaux  and  canoe  transportation,  (the  only  kind  now 
in  use,)  a  considerable  improvement  might  be  effected  by  simply  excavating  a  channel 
through  the  shoals,  at  nearly  their  present  grades,  (averaging  iVoot  fall  in  400,)  which 
would  permit  the  formation  of  a  water-way  10  to  15  feet  wide  and  about  1  foot  deep 
at  low  water. 

The  only  system  of  improvement,  then,  that  will  render  the  present  water-supply 
.iviiilable  for  tbo  transportation  of  any  considerable  amount  of  tonnage  is  the  slack- 
water,  or  system  of  locks  and  dams. 

Owing  to  the  narrowness  and  curvature  of  the  river,  the  method  of  forming  fleets 
of  coal  and  timber  barges  and  rafts,  as  is  in  use  in  the  Kanawha  and  Ohio,  cannot  bo 
practicable  on  this  river,  and  it  will  therefore  not  be  necessary  to  consider  the  subject 
ijf  movable  dams,  or  dams  with  navigable  passes,  as  the  less  expensive  permanent  dams 
will  answer  all  the  requirements,  if  a  long  timber  slope  or  **  chute "  is  projected  in 
their  down-stream  sides,  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  rafts  and  flat-boats  over  their 
crests  daring  floods. 

As  before  stated,  eqnally  desirable  sites  for  dams  can  be  found  to  suit  any  arrange- 
ment of  lifts  from  pool  to  pool  that  may  be  decided  to  be  most  desirable  and  economi 
cal.  As  the  cost  of  construction,  operation,  and  maintenance  increases  more  rapidly 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  locks  and  dams  than  to  their  size,  it  follows  that  econ- 
omy demands  such  an  arrangement  as  will  give  the  least  number  of  dams,  with  the 
longest  pools,  while  not  endangering  the  overflow  of  the  banks  and  not  exceeding  the 
lowest  limits  of  water-supply. 

These  requirements  would  seem  to  be  met,  in  this  case,  by  lifts  of  12  feet,  with  an 
average  height  above  low-water  surface  of  16  feet. 

With  this  height,  on  a  crest  200  feet  long,  it  is  not  probable  that  even  such  floods  as 
that  of  1861  will  overflow  to  any  considerable  extent  the  high  banks  generally  found 
along  this  stream. 

For  present  purposes,  a  depth  of  4  feet  on  the  lock-sills  has  been  assumed  as  snffi- 
(ient,  and  a  length  and  width  of  lock  similar  to  those  proposed  for  the  canalized  sec- 
tion of  the  central  water-line,  viz :  120  feet  length  by  24  feet  breadth. 

Locks  of  these  dimensions  will  permit  the  pjissage  of  boats  carrying  100  tons  of  load. 
NVith  a  12-foot  lift,  and  an  allowance  of  1*  locks  full  of  water  to  each  boat,  and  20  per 
cent,  additional  for  leakage,  wash,  &c.,  they  will  require  for  each  lockage  62,400  cubic 
feet ;  the  daily  low-water  flow  of  the  river  is  not  less  than  7,000,000  cubic  feet,  or  suffi- 
cient for  the  moven-.ent  daily  (in  24  hours)  of  112  boats,  carrying  11,200  tons  of  load,  an 
average  of  one  boat  every  12^  minutes,  which  is  about  as  rapidly  as  the  locks  could  be 
operated,  independently  of  the  water-supply. 

The  loose  material  forming  the  shoals  can  easily  be  excavated  at  a  small  cost  for 
2  feet  in  depth  below  the  dams,  so  that  for  a  4-foot  navigation  it  will  only  be  necessary 
to  back  the  water  up  2  feet  on  the  lower  side  of  the  dam  above  low-water  surface. 

The  sites  for  the  dams  as  selected  and  estimated  for,  are  as  follows : 

No.    1.  At  Beall's  Dam,  250  feet  long,  8-foot  lift. 

Xo.    2.  At  Skidmore's  Dam,  250  feet  long,  10-foot  lift. 

No.    X  At  Frame's  Dam,  270  feet  long,  llHoot  lift. 

No.    4.  Afr  Birch  Dam,  250  feet  long,  8-foot  lift. 

No.    5.  At  Duck  Dam,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.    6.  At  Groves,  250  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.    7.  At  Water's  Defeat  Shoal,  220  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 
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No.    8.  At  Two  Run  Plains,  230  feet  lon^,  12-foot  lift. 

No.    y.  At  Turkey  4lun  Shoals,  200  feet  lon^,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  10.  At  Spread  Shoals,  200  feet  long, •12-foot  lift. 

No.  11.  At  White  Shoals,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  12.  At  Leatherwood  Shoals,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  13.  At  Blue  Knob  Shoals,  300  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  14.  At  Little  Beechy  Shoals,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  15.  At  Drv  Knob  Shoals,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  16.  At  Asbbey's  Dam,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  17.  At  Fish  Pot  Shoals,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  18.  At  Queen  Shoals,  300  feet  long,  12-foot  lift: 

No.  19.  At  Lower  Leatherwood  Shoals,  300  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  20.  At  Jarrett^s  Shoals,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  21.  At  Porter's  Shoals,  200  feet  long,  12-foot  lift. 

No.  22.  (One-half  mile  below  Elk  Dam,)  200  feet  long,  about  10-foot  lift. 

This  scheme  contemplates  the  removal  of  the  present  Elk  River  Comoany-s  dam,  2| 
miles  above  Charleston,  and  the  substitution  of  two  others.  The  site  at  Porters 
Shoal  was  covered  by  Elk  Dam  pool  last  summer,  and  no  details  could  be  obtained  ; 
rock  is  exposed  at  the  lower  site  all  across  the  river. 

The  average  length  of  dams  as  above  is  230  feet ;  average  height  19  feet  (including 
5  feet  below  river-bottom. J  It  is  thought  that  ledge-rock  will  be  found  at  all  the 
shoals  at  this  depth,  but  should  this  not  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  masonry  estimate 
will  cover  the  cost  of  piling,  and  timber  for  foundations.  The  estimates  are  made  for 
first-class  rubble  masonry,  laid  in  cement,  dams  10  feet  on  top,  by  14  feet  at  base,  coped 
with  timber  and  backed  with  gravel ;  and  it  is  proposed  also  to  have  for  each  dam  a 
"slope"  of  timber  and  stone  30  to  40  feet  wide,  and  100  to  150  feet  long,  to  facilitate  the 
passage  of  rafts  and  barges  over  their  crests  in  times  of  floods.  It  has  been  thought 
sufficient  for  any  trade  likely  to  develop  in  this  stream,  and  considering  the  short 
duration  of  hi^h-waters,  to  raise  the  guard-walls  to  locks  only  about  2  feet  to  4  feet 
above  navigation-level,  permitting  higher  floods  to  pass  over  them. 

Estimates  are  also  presented  for  structures  of  wood  and  stone  combined,  of  which 
the  first  cost  will  be  30  per  cent,  less  than  for  stone  alone;  but  they  will  require  a 
greater  annual  outlay  for  repairs,  after  five  years'  use,  than  the  masonry  system. 

The  estimate  for  masonry  dams  is  as  follows : 

3,000  cubic  yards  excavation,  (loose  rock,)  at  §1 $3,  OOiJ 

2,000  cubic  yards  rubble  masonry,  at  S9.. 18,000 

2,500  cubic  yards  gravel  backing,  at  50  cents 1, 250 

C0,000  feet,  board-measure,  timber,  at  40  cents 2,400 

5,000  pounds  bolts  and  spikes,  at  12  cents GOO 

Coffer-dams,  &c 3,000 

Total  for  one  dam 28,250 

For  one  lock : 

1,000  yards  excavated,  (loose  rock,)  at  $1 1,000 

2,000  yards  embankment,  (earth,)  at  50  cents l,00l) 

700  yards  concrete,  at  $5 3,500 

1,200  yards  masonry,  at  $10 12,000 

1,200  yards  slope-wall,  at  $2.50 , : 3,000 

50,000  feet,  board  measure,  timber,  at  $40 2,000 

Gates,  gearings,  &c 2,500 

4  guard-cribs,  at  $250 1,000 

Lock-house  and  grounds 1,200 

Coffer-dams,  &c 3,000 

Total  one  lock 30,200 

Total  one  dam 28,250 

Total  one  lock  and  dam 58, 450 

Total  for  22  locks  and  dams 1,285,900 

Op,  with  20  per  cent,  added  for  contingencies 1, 543,  OdO 

Using  a  combination  of  stone  and  timber  for  the  structures  would  cost  about 
30  percent,  less,  or  about 1,000,000 

To  cut  sluice-ways  tlirough  the  shoals,  10  to  12  feet  wide  and  10  to  12  inches  deep,  will 
require— 

80,000  yards  excavation,  (loose  rock,)  at  if  1 $80,000 

Add  for  contingencies • 20, 000 

Total  cost,  about D^irtKe^  by  kiiJQOg lOOO, 000 
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Before  concludinpf  I  wonld  call  attention  to  the  results  obtained  on  this  snrvoy  by 
the  U8e  of  the  transit  with  level  and  micrometer  attachment.  By  comparison  with  the 
level  and  chain  and  compass  survey  of  1839  it  will  be  found  that  for  the  seventeen  miles 
run  in  with  the  transit  the  measurements  and  levels  were  nearly  exact,  though  several 
sights  of  2,000  feet  were  taken ;  and  over  4  miles  per  day  was  made,  though  the  instru- 
ment used  was  found  to  have  several  minor  defects  of  an*angement  which  greatly 
retarded  progress.  For  all  kinds  of  preliminary  lines,  especially  over  rough  country, 
I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  chain  tor  measurement  of  distances, 
and  will  enable  three  times  the  ordinary  amount  of  work  to  be  done  in  a  day. 

In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Charles 
Humphreys,  assistant  engineer.  The  instnimeut  used  on  this  survey  was  his  personal 
property,  and  whatever  merit  the  results  possess  is  due  to  his  skill  and  energy  under 
trying  circumstances. 

With  this  please  find  on  one  sheet  a  general  map  and  profile  of  the  river  from  Brax- 
ton Coiirt-House  to  Charleston,  scale  one  inch  to  one  mile,  and  on  a  separate  sheet  the 
plat  (scale  1  inch  to  500  feet)  of  the  first  or  upper  seventeen  miles  of  the  river  surveyed 
by  transit  with  level  .and  micrometer  attachments.  The  nieanderings  of  the  river  and 
it's  tributaries  are  copied  from  Colonel  Crozet's  map  of  1839.  The  topograjihy,  shoals, 
&.C.,  are  from  notes  of  last  summer's  survey,  and  the  profile  made  from  notes  of  1839. 
corrected  by  railroad  survey  of  1871,  and  the  levels  taken  during  this  surve}'.  Topo- 
graphical sketches  of  the  first  seventeen  miles  of  this  survey,  as  well  as  enlarged 
sketches  and  details  of  dam-sites,  will  be  found  in  the  field-book  marked  A. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obiMlieiit  servant, 

N.  H.  HUTTON. 

Col.  W^iixiAM  P.  Craighill, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  Vnitcd  States  Anmj. 


I 
Extracts  from  Repoiit  of  Major  A.  H.  Campbkll. 

The  valley  of  the  Elk  is  narrow  and  tortuous,  particularly  above  Sandy.  Tho  banks 
of  the  river  along|the  bottom  vary  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  in  height  above  low  water, 
and  are  permanent. 

In  reference  to  the  coal,  timber,  and  other  articles  of  wealth  along  the  route  of  this 
survey,  I  have  to  say,  briefly,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  make  a  full  examination  of  all 
the  resources  of  the  region  traversed  by  the  line  of  this  road,  for  obvious  reasons. 
Such  notes,  however,  as  could  be,  wore  incidebtally  taken  in  the  progress  of  the  survey, 
and  in  many  instances  the  elevation  and  thickness  of  the  coal-seams  cropping  out  ad- 
joining were  noted.  Coal  abounds  on  the  whole  line  from  a  point  three  or  four  miles 
above  Charleston  to  the  mouth  of  O'Bryan'a  Creek,  seventy-two  miles.  There  is 
probably  not  a  mile  of  land  through  this  whole  distance,  bordering  on  the  line  of  the 
Mirvcy,  on  which  a  workable  seam  of  coal  may  not  be  opened  and  loaded  into  cars 
or  boats  by  inclined  planes,  and  in  many  instances  at  ^rade  height.  On  the  north  side 
uf  Elk,  between  Little  and  Big  Sandy,  no  coal  was  observed,  nor  were  there  known  to 
exist  any  openings  in  this  distance,  but  it  is  believed  to  exist,  for  it  abounds  on  the 
south  side,  and  there  is  a  particularly  rich  vein  of  cannel-coal  on  Falliug  Rock  Creek, 
opposite  Jordan's  Creek,  and  about  eighteen  miles  from  Charleston. 

Observations  were  taken  on  the  coal  in  the  vicinity  of  Cooper's  Creek,  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  the  month  of  Elk.  It  is  in  this  vicinity,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  where 
the  celebrated  "  Peacock "  coal  is  found.  This  vein  was  found  to  be  about  2^ 
feet  thick  below  Cooper's  Creek ;  and  at  Carson's,  near  the  salt-works  of  Chappel, 
eighteen  feet  below  this,  is  a  vein  of  good  coal  six  feet  thick,  and  twelve  feet  below 
this  is  another  vein  four  feet  thick.  These  veins  alternately  crop  out  as  far  as  Littlo 
Sandy.  There  is  a  fine  seam  of  coal  three  feet  thick  nearly  a  mile  above  Big  Sandy, 
and  the  same  vein  is  supposed  to  bo  the  one  worked  at  Cobb's,  below  Broad  Run. 
What  is  there  denominated  the  '*  Stockton  "  vein  crops  out  at  the  river's  edge,  opposite 
Queen  Shoals  Creek  ;  this  vein  is  seven  feet  thick,  and  is  stinposed  by  some  to  be  iden- 
tical with  the  vein  at  Cannelton,  on  the  Kanawha  River.  There  is  a  vein  of  fine  coal, 
eight  feet  thick,  in  the  mountain  at  "Jack's  Bend  ;"  this  vein  is  believed  to  be  spliut- 
coaJ.  The  largest  and  most  interesting  outcrops  observed  are  above  and  below  Clay 
Court-Honse,  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  "  twin  splint  vein,"  as  it  has  been  called, 
seems  to  be  the  principal  one  ;  and  if  conjectures  are  correct  as  to  its  identity,  at  differ- 
ent points  observed  between  Big  Beech v  Creek  and  Wild  Goose  shoals,  it  varies  from  five 
to  twelve  feet  in  thickness.  At  Salisbury's,  or  Leatberwood,  it  was  found  to  be 
five  feet  thick;  at  Pisgah  Creek,  south  side,  twelve  feet;  at  one  and  one-fourth 
miles  below  Clay  Court-Honse,  eleven  feet ;  and  at  Clay  Court-House,  11  feet ;  and 
opposite  Big  Buffalo,  it  is  eleven  feetlthick.    This  seam  is  supposed  to  cron  out  i^h^ 
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•water's  edge  at  Wild  Goose  Island  and  shoals.     About  forty-two  feet  above  this  vein 
is  a  seam  of  canue? -shale  two  feet  thick,  said  to  be  rich  in  oil. 

The  several  points  at  which  the  several  veins  have  been  opened  along  the  banks  of 
Elk  above  the  month  of  Big  Sandy  are  numerous,  and  there  may  be  mentioned  amon^ 
the  most  prominent  points.  Wolf  Island  shoals,  mouth  of  Porter^s  Creek,  on  north  au«l 
south  side  under  "  Black  Flint  Ledge,"  on  same  side  near  Masten's,  Birch  Run,  Little 
Sycamore  and  Big  Sycamore,  on  both  sides  of  the  river ;  at  Piersou*6,  on  the  north  side : 
PhiladelpLia  Creeks,  Little  Beechy  and  Big  Beechy  Creels s,  Camp  Creek,  on  both  side?*; 
Pisgah,  on  south  side  ;  at  Salisbury's ;  below  and  at  Clay  Court-House,  mouth  of  Buflfalo  : 
Wild  Goose  Island  Shoals ;  Big  Spread  Shoals  ;  "  Lamb  Place  ;  '^  Standing  Rock  Creek 
above  Chapman's;  Waggy's,  south  side;  at  Grove's  mill,  under  water,  and.  at  Bryan's 
Creek,  on  north  side.  Besides  these  there  are  many  intermediate  openings,  either  on 
the  river  or  a  short  distance  up  the  creeks  and  smaller  streams.  In  a  word,  Elk  River 
may  be  said,  to  traverse  for  sixty  or  seventy  miles  as  valuable  a  bituminous  coal  area 
as  exists  in  the  world.  From  the  mouth  of  Queen  Shoals  Creek  to  O'Bryau's  Creek  the 
lands  on  both  sides  of  the  Elk  River  cover  from  three  to  seven  veins  of  coal,  varying 
in  thickness  from  two  to  twelve  feet,  all  having  their  outcrops  near  the  water  and  the 
grade  of  the  railroad,  so  that  from  nearly  all  points  this  material  is  easily  accessible. 

This  great  coal-field  rises  gradually  to  the  southeast  in  the  direction  of  Ganley  River, 
at  a  grade  of  from  thirty  to  seventy  feet  per  mile,  keeping  above  the  water-level  until 
it  reaches  near  the  top  of  the  water-shed  between  Elk  and  Gauley  Rivers,  leaving  an 
outcrop  on  the  Gauley  side  of  the  dividing-ridge  between  these  rivers.  Here  Gauley, 
though  geographically  from  five  to  eight  hundred  feet  higher  than  Elk,  has  cut  its  way 
down  through  this  great  coal  deposit  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  feet  deeper 
than  the  Elk  basin,  thus  exposing  the  outcrops  of  many  veins  which  lie  beneath  the 
water-level  of  Elk  and  its  tributaries.  The  dip  of  the  stratification  of  this  coal-deposit 
being  from  Gauley  towards  Elk,  and  the  water-shed  being  much  nearer  to  Gauley  than 
to  Elk,  most  of  the  land  between  these  two  rivers  is  drained  by  streams  flowing  into 
the  latter  river,  heading  ten  or  twelve  miles  back.  These  streams  also  cut  deep  into 
the  coal-deposits  from  their  sources  to  their  mouths,  keeping  on  the  same  general  grade 
of  their  stratification,  thus  exposing  the  same  seams  of  coal  nearly  throughout  their 
whole  course,  which  are  foand  to  have  their  outcrops  on  Elk  River,  so  that  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  whole  region  drained  by  these  southern  tributaiies  of  Elk  is  worka- 
ble, being  accessible  on  all  sides. 

On  the  northwest  side  of  the  Elk,  the  general  dip  of  the  strata  being  in  that  direc- 
tion, the  area  of  coal  is  not  so  great  above  the  water-level  of  Elk. 

The  quality  of  the  coal' in  the  Elk  fields  is  very  superior,  being  of  the  pure  splint, 
eplinty  bituminous,  and  other  intermediate  varieties,  with  traces  of  cannel-shale,  rich 
in  oil.  Pure  cannel  above  Queen  Shoals  was  not  observed,  but  it  is  believed  that  it  will 
be  found  to  exist  in  this  region.  Good  coal  exists,  but  is  not  so  abundant  nor  in  so 
great  variety  between  Elk,  in  Braxton  County,  and  Weston.  A  vein  of  five  feet  has 
recently  been  discovered  on  Little  Otter  Creek,  on  the  lands  of  the  Little  Otter  Salt 
Company.  This  coal-field  seems  to  be  drained  by  Cedar  Creek,  and  crops  out  on  Little 
Kanawha  as  low  down  as  Glenville,  or  vicinity.  There  seem  to  be  tw^o  seams  of  coal 
in  this  region,  one  of  four  or  five  feet,  and  the  other  of  six  or  eight  feet  in  thickness, 
and  over  a  hundred  feet  apart ;  the  lower  seam  is  represented  to  be  of  an  excellent 
quality,  entirely  free  from  sulphur  and  highly  bituminous ;  it  seems  to  partake  of  the 
character  of  splint-coal.  As  a  smelting  agent  in  its  "  raw  "  state,  it  is  believe.l  the  Elk 
River  splint -coal  has  no  equal.  It  and  other  coals  abound  in  vast  quantities,  and  of 
itself  alone  will  in  time  afi'ord  all  the  traffic  a  railroad  can  manage. 

TIMBER. 

As  a  timber  region  Elk  River  and  its  tributaries  have,  probably,  no  equal  on  the  con- 
tinent for  the  kinds  of  wood  that  abound,  and  this  is  true  of  the  entire  region  traversed 
by  this  road  from  Big  Sandy  to  Weston  on  all  routes.  Among  the  hard  woods,  white 
oak  predominates;  on  the  tops  of  the  ridges  rock-oak  abounds;  sugar-maple,  and 
hickory  are  also  common ;  walnut,  white  and  black  chestnut,  lime,  ash,  and  poplar 
also  abound.  W^hite  oak,  poplar,  and  chestnut  are  the  most  abundant  kinds  generally 
distributed ;  beech  is  also  plentiful,  and  less  valuable  trees,  such  as  black  birch,  buck- 
eye, and  sweet  gum ;  in  some  localities  hemlock. 

IROX-ORE. 

This  ore  is  eaid  to  be  abundant  throughout  the  entire  route  of  the  survey.  It  is  to 
be  seen  scattered  more  or  less  over  the  whole  country,  but  I  believe  it  has  been  rarely 
found  in  sufficiently  large  quantities  to  make  it  profitable  to  mine  or  collect  it 
under  present  conditions.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  much  of  this  valuable  ore  does 
exi^t,  and  when  roads  and  railroads  and  other  improvements  are  made  throughout  the 
land,  it  will  be  profitable  to  have  it  collected  and  concentrated  upon  the  line  of  the 
railroad  for  shipment.  Very  many  beds  of  it,  in  some  of  its  varieties,  are  said  to  exist 
on  Cedar  Creek  and-  its  tributaries.  Indications  of  iron  are  met  with  almost  every- 
where ;  the  shoals  of  Elk  contain  large  quantities  of  it.  Diqju^ed  bv^OOQlC 
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Salt-water  of  snperior  qnality  is  found  along  tlio  line  of  this  survey,  between  Elk 
and  Little  Kanawha  Rivers,  in  Braxton  Connty.  These  facta  are  too  well  known  to 
require  more  than  a  brief  notice. 

SOIL. 

Richness  of  soil  is  proverbial  of  West  Virginia,  in  nearly  every  section  of  the  State. 
Along  the  line  of  this  road  it  is  good  nearly  everywhere ;  even  on  some  of  the  steeper 
slopes  along  the  valley  of  the  Elk. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS  AND  REPORTS  FURNISHED  BY  MR.  HEREFORD,  FROM  PROMI- 
NENT AND  RELIABLE  GENTLEMEN,  GIVING  INFORMATION  AS  TO  THE  VALUE  OF  THE 
MINERALS,  TIMBER,  AC,  OF  THE  ELK  RIVER  COUNTRY. 


Charleston,  W.  Va.,  Noveinber  10,  1875. 

My  Dear  M.uor  :  I  am  jnst  in  receipt  of  your  note,  making  special  inquiries  of  the 
commercial  resources  of  Elk  River  Valley. 

The  Elk  can  be  successfully  locked  and  dammed  for  one  hundred  miles  above  its 
mouth.  It  runs  through  a  country  heavily  timbered  with  pine,  walnut,  cherry,  oaks, 
IKtplar,  maples,  hemlock,  and  sycamore  of  the  best  qnality.  The  iron-veins  vary  from 
2  to  5  feet,  and  iron  abounds  in  ^reat  qnantities  through  the  counties  of  Kanawha, 
Clay,  and  Braxton.  One  furnace  (iron)  has  been  erected  seventy  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  Elk,  in  Clay  County,  at  a  cost  of  over  $100,000,  and  will  begin  the  manufacture  of 
iron  during  this  month. 

One  other  iron-furnace  is  now  being  built  upon  the  Elk,  and  several  more  will  be  be- 
gun in  the  spring.  The  coals  are  not  surpassed  by  anything  upon  this  continent.  The 
cannel-coal  was  first  found  upon  the  Elk,  and  a  good  deal  was  shipped  from  the  mouth 
of  Sandy  River,  twenty  miles  up  the  Elk,  in  1849,  *50,  »51,  '52,  to  New  Orleans,  for 
the  use  of  Government  steamers.  The  cannel-coal  of  the  Elk  is  inexhaustible,  and  is 
found  continuously  from  five  miles  above  its  mouth  for  sixty  miles  up  and  on  both 
sides  of  the  river.  The  veins  of  splint-coal  vary  from  4  to  12  feet  thick,  and  are  con- 
tinuous. The  soft  coals  are  found  along  the  entire  length  of  the  river.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  70  fett  of  coals  in  the  hill. 
Yours,  trulv, 

T.  B.  SWANN. 

Hon.  F.  Heijefort). 


2. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  November  13,  1675. 

I  would  say  that  the  coal  and  iron  interests  of  that  river  are  very  great,  and  that, 
when  the  latter  are  properly  examined,  they  will,  in  all  probability,  oe  found  to  be 
more  important  than  now  supposed. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  region  through  which  the  Elk  flows  for  100  miles,  as 
we  ascend  from  its  mouth,  is  composed  of  the  lower  coal-measures,  and  of  what  is 
known  in  other  States  as  the  barren  measures,  a  misnomer  in  the  Kanawha  coal-field, 
as  they  contain  one  or  two  good  veins  of  coal.  These  barren  measures  are,  geologi- 
cally, the  highest  or  newest  strata,  and  a  bed  of  black  flint  forms  a  well-marked 
boundary  between  them  and  the  lower  measures,  which  latter  are  about  950  feet  thick, 
and  contain  seam  upon  seam  of  the  finest  bituminous,  splint,  and  cannel  coals.  To 
show  the  richness  of  this  member  of  the  geological  column,  I  would  mention  that  on 
the  Kanawha,  and  but  10  or  12  miles  from  the  waters  of  Elk,  I  know  of  one  section  that, 
above  water-level,  shows  21  seams,  14  of  which  have  been  opened,  with  a  total  thick- 
ness of  51  feet.  Immediately  on  Elk,  owing  to  the  dip  of  the  strata,  the  greater  part 
of  these  rich  coal-bearing  rocks  are  below  the  level  of  the  streams,  but  the  coals  can 
he  easily  gotten  at  by  shafting,  which,  however,  will  not  have  to  be  resorted  to  before  a 
very  remote  period,  as  there  is  still  enough  left  above  water-level  to  supply  the  wants 
of  numberless  coal  operations.  This  is  better  appreciated  when  it  is  remembered  that 
an  acre  of  coal  4  feet  thick  contains  6,440  tons,  or  4,121,600  tons  per  square  mile;  and 
I  can  now  recall,  without  referring  to  any  note-books,  various  seams  I  have  examined 
containing  Irom  3  feet  to  6  feet  and  7  feet  of  clear  coal.  In  short,  I  consider  the  Elk 
River  coal  region  as  a  verv  important  one  in  West  Virginia,  and  it  is  one  that  is  now 
almost  totally  undeveloped. 
H.  Ex.09 2 
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The  iron-ores  to  bo  expected  are  those  of  the  carbouaceous  strata,  viz,  black  baud, 
^^arbonatcs,  and  oxides. 

Of  the  first-named  very  valnable  class  of  ore  no  workable  deposits  have  yet  been 
found  on  the  waters  of  this  stream,  but  this  by  no  means  proves  its  absence.  On  the 
contrary,  there  are  several  good  reasons  why  expectations  as  to  its  presence  should  bt» 
realized.  In  the  first  place,  the  strata  are  of  that  geological  horizon  in  which  this  ore 
properly  belongs.  Secondly,  the  existence  of  black  band  of  the  best  quality  in  the 
Kanawha  coal-field,  of  which  the  Elk  region  is  a  part,  is  an  assured  fact;  for  on  Davis 
Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Kanawha  on  the  south  side,  some  5  miles  below  the  month 
of  Elk,  a  bed  some  4  feet  thick,  containing  33  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron  in  the  crude 
state  and  65  per  cent,  in  the  roasted,  was  opened  in  lcr74.  Thirdly,  on  the  waters  of 
Twenty  Mile,  a  few  miles  over  the  divide  between  the  streams  of  Ganley  and  those  of 
Elk,  and  on  Little  Sycamore,  of  Elk,  I  have  found  beds  of  this  class  of  ore.  True, 
these  exposures  are  very  poor,  but  still  are  of  value  in  showing  that  we  are  in  a  black- 
baud  region,  and  form  the  basis  for  a  just  and  reasonable  expectation  that  better  can 
be  found. 

Of  carbonate  of  iron  I  have  seen  one  seam  on  Little  Sycamore.  It  contained  some 
very  fine  ore,  but  as  I  saw  it  was  too  thin  to  be  of  value,  though  since  my  visit  i  lo 
tnonths  ago)  I  have  been  informed  that  it  is  improving  as  it  is  driven  in.  The  same 
reason  that  is  applicable  to  probable  future  discoveries  of  black  band  is  applicable  to 
this. 

And  in  conjunction  with  these  ores  I  would  say  that,  possessing  no  attraction  to  the 
inhabitants,  they  have  been  always  passed  by  without  notice,  little  or  no  exploration 
having  been  made  previous  to  my  examination  of  the  country  in  1874,  and  but  little 
is  known  bej'ond  what  I  have  just  stated. 

The  oxides  are  usually  the  result  of  decomposition  of  carbonates,  and,  so  far  as  dis- 
covered, constitute  the  workable  ore  of  the  district.  •  At  Standing  Rock  Creek  I  vis- 
ited an  opening  showing  5  feet  of  it,  and  at  several  other  places  farther  up  the  river  I 
saw  other  seams  that  were  exceedingly  promising.  This  ore  is  soft  and  cellular,  ami 
-will  smelt  easily.  It  contains  from  35  per  cent,  to  40  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron,  but,  to 
-make  a  metal  of  the  best  quality,  should  be  mixed  with  the  richer  ores  of  Virginia,  Mis- 
souri, or  other  places.  There  are  many  places  on  Elk  that  I  would  expect  this  ore  to 
■occur.  As  the  best  proof  of  the  value  that  is  attached  to  it,  I  would  remark  that  a  fur- 
nace is  now  being  constructed  to  smelt  it  70  miles  up  the  river,  and  all  transportation 
thereto  from  the  Kanawha  is  carried  on  in  canoes.  This  enterprise,  however,  may  bo 
«  little  too  hasty.  At  an^'  rate,  a  general  development  of  the  ores  and  coals  ou  this 
stream  can  easily  be  efiected  by  regular  trausportatiou  by  rail  or  slackwater  improve- 
ment. 

Hoping  these  hastily-arranged  facts  may  be  of  use  to  you,  I  remain. 
Yours,  very  trulv, 

M.  F.  MAURY. 

Hon.  F.  HKHP:roRi>. 


3. 
Elk  RivEn  Ikox  and  Coal  Company, 

MAXrFACTr'RKRS  OF   SUPERIOR  COLD-BLAST  PiG-IRON, 

Strange  Creek  P.  0.,  Braxton  County^  ff.  Ta.,  Xovember  18,  1S75. 

•  «  «  *  «  ^  * 

The  capacity  of  our  furnace  will  be  15  tons  of  cold-blast  or  20  tons  of  hot-blast  iron 
per  day.  The  ore  and  lime,  of  the  very  best  quality,  are  found  in  abundsMice,  and 
would  be  inexhaustible  for  many  furnaces,  and  as  our  furnace  is  built  expressly  for  char- 
coal, all  parties  having  any  acquaintance  from  Charleston  to  Sutton,  know  that  the 
•supply  of  timber  is  inexhaustible. 

ELK  lilVER  IRON  AND  COAL  COMPANY, 

Per  R.  HOOP. 
F.  J.  Braxtox,  Esq. 


Charlestcn,  Kanawha  County,  W.  Va., 

Xovember  ftHf  1875. 


Dkar  Sir:  The  whole  of  the  Elk  country  for  at  least  one  hundred  miles  from  its 
'mouth  is  remarkabler  in  its  wealth  of  timber  and  coal,  and,  later  develoinnents  indicate, 
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Timber,— The  forests  are  filled  with  white  oak,  and  all  the  other  oaks  known  to  the 
temperate  zone ;  chestnut,  ash,  linden,  walnut,  locust,  cherry,  tulip-tree  or  poplar, 
hemlock,  and  hard  pine,  bat  the  last  two  are  not  so  plentiful  as  the  others. 

•  »  m  •     ^  •  «  * 

These  forests,  in  their  present  isolated  situation,  are  being  largely  devastated  by  par- 
ties who  neither  know  nor  care  for  the  value  of  these  woods,  nor  appreciate  the  scarcity 
of  such  timber  in  the  Union,  and  its  great  necessity  for  the  various  industries  of  the 
country. 

Lumbering  is  conducted  iu  the  most  primitive  and  careless  manner,  without  capital 
and  with  great  waste  and  little  profit. 

The  improvement  of  the  river  will  give  great  value  to  these  forests,  open  them  up  to 
active  use,  and  furnish  the  country  with  wood,  now  in  large  demand,  and  with  scanty 
supply. 

The  country  is  almost  inaccessible ;  luxuries,  and  even  necessary  supplies,  must  be 
transported  on  horseback  or  in  small  canoes  or  push-boats,  and  men  of  capital  and 
enterprise  will  not  undertake  the  work  of  developing  these  resources  under  such  cir- 

cumstaoces,  nor  can  it  be  done  with  reasonable  profit. 

•  *  •  «  «  • 

« 

Elk  River  has  numerous  tributary  streams,  ranging  from  one  to  thirty  miles  in 
length,  many  of  which  are  large  enough  for  lumbering  purposes,  and  if  the  river  was 
improved  there  is  no  question  that  the  mouths  of  each  of  tliese  streams  would  be  the 
seat  of  important  lumbering  enterprises. 

Coal  is  abundant,  and,  as  I  understand,  of  very  superior  quality  and  in  seams  of  re- 
markable thickness.  The  first  cannel-coal  discovered  iu  Kanawha  County  was  opened 
npon  Falling-Rock  Creek,  emptying  about  eighteen  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

For  some  time  the  impression  prevailed  that  cannel-coal  deposits  existed  only  upon 
Elk,  and  investigations  were  msMle  for  it-s  discovery.  No  attention  was  paid  to  other 
coals  at  that  time,  because  of  the  relative  inaccessibility  of  these  lands. 

I  have  seen  the  cannel-coal  seam  on  Mill  Creek,  a  branch  of  Elk  River,  aud,  as 
now  recollected,  it  is  from  five  to  six  feet  thick,  and  of  very  superior  quality. 

The  seam  on  Falling  Rock  Creek,  of  Elk  River,  I  have  also  seen.  It  is  about  three 
feet  thick,  and  is  claimed  Ijy  many  to  be  superior  iu  quality  to  any  discovered  iu 
this  valley. 

I  have  seen  another  seam  of  coal  about  four  feet  thick,  u\)on  the  river-front  of  Elk 
River  about  twenty-five  miles  above  the  mouth.  This  seam  is  one-half  splint  and  one- 
half  cannel.  Just\inder  the  seam  and  at  tbe  foot  of  the  hill  is  a  large  seam  of  coal, 
either  bituminous  or  splint,  claimed  to  be  eleven  feet  in  thickness,  aud  certainly  from 
its  appearance  to  me,  not  less  than  eight  feet  in  thickness. 

These  seams  are  mentioned  because  I  have  seen  them  ;  they  are  but  a  small  part  of 
the  coal  resources  of  the  stream.  Some  of  the  tributaries  of  Elk  River,  notably 
Blue  Creek,  which  is  some  twenty-five  miles  long,  penetrate  the  coal  regions  of  the  up- 
per Kanawha,  which  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  the  reputation  of  which  are  so 
well  established. 

The  coal  region  of  the  Elk  has  always  borne  a  high  reputation  among  all  who  have 
known  it,  and  that  reputation  has  been  fully  sustained  by  the  professional  examina- 
tion of  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury  and  Prof.  Andrews. 

•  •  #  *  «  «  # 

There  is  no  question  that  the  improvement  of  Elk  River,  to  be  made  at  a  cost  com- 
paratively so  small,  will  open  up  at  least  one  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  of  superior 
coal  lands,  now  wholly  valueless  so  far  as  its  mineral  wealth  is  concerned,  and  that 
even  a  larger  area  of  timber  lands  of  great  value  will  thus  be  made  available. 

There  are  reports  of  large  and  valuable  deposits  of  irou-ore,  but  until  recently  no 
special  importance  was  attached  to  them  because  no  person  of  competent  information 
had  examined  them. 

Reieitly  the  establishment  of  iron-works  on  Elk  River  by  experienced  iron  men,  and 
the  very  favorable  report  upon  these  ores  by  Mr.  M.  F.  Maury,  has  awakened  new  in- 
terest in  these  matters. 

•  #**#** 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

J.  N.  SMITH. 
Hon.  Frank  Hereford. 
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5. 

Lewisburgu,  W.  Va.. 

yovemher  23,  1875. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  valley  up  Elk  River. 

I  would  begin  by  saying  that  I  have  been  along  Elk  River  from  head  to  month,  and 
in  some  respects  know  it  well.  The  river  itself  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
long,  with  rather  a  narrow  water-shed  for  its  length,  but  remarkable  for  its  large  un- 
derground drainage,  of  a  limestone  country  at  its  head,  being  a  nver,  yon  may  say, 
from  the  first ;  and  fed  so  much  by  springs  as  to  be  more  lasting  in  it«  fiow  than  the 
rivers  north  and  south  of  it.  As  to  the  timber,  the  quantity  throughout  its  entire 
length  of  valuable  white  oak,  walnut,  ash,  locust,  and  poplar,  is,  as  yon  know,  very 
great ;  indeed,  as  a  source  of  supply  for  Government  ship-timber,  it  cannot  much  longer 
remain  unappreciated. 

The  river  itself  is  deep  as  a  water-cut,  and  peculiarly  free  from  falls.  Passing 
through  the  West  Virginia  coal-field  at  its  broadest  place,  seams  of  valuable  coal,  fit>m 
three  to  seven  feet  thick,  are  found  all  along  from  head  to  month,  extending  eastwanl. 
I  should  think,  some  fifty  miles  farther  than  along  the  New  River  valley.  Iron  ore  is 
found  almost  everywhere,  but  of  its  quantity  and  quality  I  would  speak  with  some 
timidity,  but  for  the  fact  that  practical  iron-men  from  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  within 
the  last  two  years,  examined  the  valley  in  that  respect,  and  not  only  pronounced  the 
ores  valuable  and  abundant,  but  are  now  acting  on  their  belief  in  the  erection  of  a  fur- 
nace now  just  about  complete,  some  eighty  miles  up  the  river,  and  have  bought  land, 
and  contemplate  the  building  of  another,  still  higher  up.  Black-band  ore  is  said  to  be 
found  in  Clay  Connty,  some  forty  miles  up  Klk.  I  have  seen  it,  but  know  too  little  of 
the  subject  to  say  anything  about  it.  The  Blue  Mountain  limestone,  such  as  yon  have 
in  Monroe,  sets  in  at  Webster  Court-House  on  the  river,  one  hundred  and  forty  miles 
from  its  mouth,  and  from  there  up  to  its  head  is  abundant,  forming,  as  it  were,  the  bed- 
rock of  the  river.  From  there  to  the  mouth  more  or  less  lime,  especially  the  conglom- 
erate, is  fonnd ;  also,  various  veins  of  that  species  ont  of  which  hydraulic  cement  is 
made.  Cannel-coal  is  found  in  several  places;  for  example,  near  the  month  of  Laurel 
Creek,  some  twelve  miles  above  Braxton  Court-House,  and  at  other  points  lower  down. 
Also,  a  remarkable  vein  of  caunel  shale,  which  yields,  in  quantity,  a  tine,  heavy,  lubri- 
cating oil,  is  fonnd  at  Clay  Court-House,  fifty  miles  above  Charleston. 

There  are  many  mineral  springs  ;  notably  the  Salt  Sulphur  at  Webster  Conrt-House, 
of  which  you  have  heard,  which  is  regarded  by  those  who  know  it  as  the  most  remark- 
able medicinal  water  in  the  State.  Salt  water  is  found  from  Webster  Court-House  to 
Charleston,  at  depths  ranging  from  two  hundred  to  eight  hnndred  feet;  there  being, 
as  you  know,  now  in  operation  quite  a  succeesful  salt-furnace,  on  a  small  scale,  five 
miles  below  Braxton  Court-House.  The  country  is  hilly  and  broken,  but  soil  rich ;  a 
fine  red-clay  subsoil  extending  almost  throughout  the  valley;  as  yet  thinly  settled, 
but  well  adapted  to  grain,  graj-s,  and  fruit,  especially  to  the  improved  grape,  and  to 
growing  tobacco,  by  reason  of  the  climate,  which  I  take  to  be  the  mildest  iutheState. 
«  .       *  #  •  •  •  • 

Yours,  d:0.j 

H.  A.  HOLT. 

Hou.  Frank  Hereford. 
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SURVEY  OP  LITTLE  NARRAGANSETT  BAY,  RHODE  ISLAND 
AND  OONNEOTIGUT. 


LETTER 

FROM 

THE  CHIEF  CLERK   OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

TRAKSMITTING, 

In  compliance  with  provisions  of  act  of  March  3, 1875,  a  report  of  Maj. 
G,  K.  Warren^  Corps  of  Engineers^  on  ike  survey  of  Little  Karragansett 
Bay^  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 


January  18, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 

January  13,  1876. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  Maj.  G.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers,  on  the  survey 
of  Little  Narragansett  Bay;  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 


Office  op  thb^  Chief  op  Engineers, 

Wa>shington^  D.  0.,  January  II,  1876. 

Sir:  To  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875, 
making  appropriations  for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of 
certain  pablic  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Maj.  G.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
of  the  resnlts  of  the  survey  of  Little  Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Island 
and  Oonoecticot,  with  the  view  to  the  improvement  of  its  navigation. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier 'Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War.  ogitzed by GoOglc 
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SURVEY  OF  LITTLE  NARRAGANSETT  BAY,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  CONNEC- 
TICUT. 

Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army. 

Newport^  R.  J.,  November  30,  1875. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  map  of  the  snr- 
vey  of  Little  Narragansett  Bay,  placed  under  my  charge  by  your  in- 
structions dated  March  22,  1875,  having  been  authorized  by  the  act  for 
rivers  and  harbors,  approved  March  3,  1875.  This  map  is  on  a  scale  of 
400  feet  to  the  inch,  and  is  made  to  connect  with  our  former  surveys  of 
Pawcatuck  River,  which  flows  into  it,  and  the  survey  of  Stonington 
Harbor,  contiguous  to  this  bay  on  the  west  side. 

A  description  of  the  method  of  conducting  the  survey  and  the  character 
of  the  bay  and  its  environs  is  given  in  the  report  of  Assistant  Engineer 
H.  A.  Beutly,  sent  herewith.  In  this  report,  special  obstructions  to 
navigation  are  described,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing  them 
is  given. 

This  bay  is  separated  from  the  portion  of  the  ocean  known  as  Block 
Island  "Sound  by  a  sand-beach,  which  has  been  formed  by  the  ocean 
waves  between  Watch  Hill  and  Napatre^  Point.  Both  these  elevations 
are  of  glacial  drift,  and  the  latter  would  be  an  island  but  for  the  con- 
necting beach.  The  motion  of  the  sand,  as  washed  by  the  ocean  waves, 
is  from  Watch  Hill  toward  !Napatree  Point,  and  this  motion  continues 
on  past  the  point,  producing  a  long  sand-spit  running  north.  This  has 
been  gradually  extending  since  first  surveyed  by  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey  in  1839.  It  was  resurveyed  by  them  in  1855,  the  exten- 
sion in  the  intervening  time  having  been  1,000  feet,  or  at  the  rate  of  62J 
feet  per  annum.  Since  1855,  a  period  of  twenty  years,  our  survey  shows 
a  further  extension  of  650  feet,  or  32^  feet  per  annum.  The  distance 
from  the  point  at  present  to  the  main  channel,  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  point  is  now  making  out,  is  1,200  feet,  and,  with  the  decreasing  rate 
of  progression,  it  will  take  a  number  of  years  to  reach  it.  When  this 
limit  is  reached  it  will  become  necessary  to  arrest  its  further  extension 
by  catch-jetties. 

Little  Narragansett  Bay  serves  as  a  catch-basin  for  the  littoral  sands 
washed  in  by  the  ocean  waves,  and  thus  preserves  the  harbor  of  Ston- 
ington. It  has,  however,  itself  become  filled  up  across  the  middle 
part  so  as  to  afford  to  vessels  no  draught  greater  than  ^  feet  at  mean 
low  water.  On  the  south  half  of  this  shoal  it  is  sand,  brought  in  and 
swept  around  the  sand-spit  as  it  advanced ;  on  the  northern  part  it  is  mud. 
This  latter  is  necessarily  of  slow  growth,  and  an  adeouate  channel^  once 
cut  through  it,  would  long  remain  open.  This  would  not  be  the  case 
with  a  channel  cut  through  the  sandy  portions,  which  would  be  under 
the  influence  of  further  deposits  of  sand  brought  around  the  sand-spit, 
and  also  liable  to  fill  up  in  the  sides  from  wave-action.  We  propose, 
therefore,  to  cut  through  the  shoal  as  far  away  from  the  sand-spit  and 
as  near  the  opposite  shore  as  practicable.  The  line  selected  follows  some 
natural  deep  places,  and  has  good  land-marks  by  contiguous  high 
points. 

This  proposed  route  is  at  considerable  distance  from  the  route  ordi- 
narily used,  passing  near  Dennison's  rocks,  through  the  middle  of  the 
bay  and  near  the  sand  deposits.  It  will  be  more  easily  improved,  will 
be  easier  to  find  and  follow  in  fogs  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the 
shore,  and  will  avoid  the  danger  of  getting  on  Dennison's  rocks.  Some 
rocks,  not  in  the  channel  that  it  is  proposed  to  dredge,  will  need  remo- 
val, and  the  expense  of  this  is  included.    The  dredged  material  can  be 
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damped  id  the  soath  part  of  the  bay  near  the  beach.  The  mean  rise  of 
the  tide  is  about  2.71  feet.  The  channel  proposed  will  be  200  feet  wide 
and  7i  feet  deep  at  mean  low  watbr.  The  whole  improvement  will  cost 
$50,000,  and  it  is  desirable  to  have  at  least  half  this  amount  to  begin 
the  work  with,  so'  that  the  benefit  of  making  an  available  channel 
through  it  of  100  feet  width  can  be  had  the  first  year. 

This  bay  is  ib  the  conection-districts  of  Providence  and  Stonington ;  the  latter  is 
the  nearest  port  of  entry. 

The  revenue  coUectetl  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1675,  was,  at  Stonington 
$2,376,  at  Providence  $157,658.34. 

The  improvement  is  especially  beneficial  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Pawcatuck  Biver,  up  to  the  manufactories  and  granite  quarries  at 
Westerly.  The  United  States  have  been  improving  this  river  the  last 
four  years. 

Very  respectfullv, 

G.  K.  WARREN, 
Major  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Major- Oeneralj  U.  8.  A, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A, 


KEPORT  OF  MR.  H.  A.  BENTLEY,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Enoineeu's  Office,  United  States  Army, 
Newport,  R.  /.,  November  26,  1875. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  survey  of  Little 
Narragau8«tt  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  made  in  accordance  with  verbal  di- 
rections received  from  yon.  This  report  is  divided  into  three  different  heads  :  the  fii-st 
is  a  general  description  of  the  country  and  shores  surrounding  the  bay,  and  an  account 
of  the  extension  of  Napatree  Point ;  the  second  describes  the  survey ;  and  the  third 
treats  of  the  proposed  improvements. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SURROUNDING  SHORES,  AC. 

Little  Karragansett  Bay  Is  at  the  outlet  of  Pawcatuck  River,  and  is  between  Ston- 
ington and  Watch  Hill.  It  is  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  sand-beach  joining  Watoh 
Hill  and  Napatree  Point,  and  another  west  of  the  point,  the  whole  about  three  miles 
long,  I'iaving  an  opening  between  its  end  and  Stonington,  about  one  mile  wide. 

I&ginning  the  description  at  Stonington  Point,  which  makes  out  between  Stoning- 
ton harbor  and  the  bayy  and  on  which  the  borough  of  Stonington  is  located,  the 
extreme  point  is  formed  of  a  deposit  of  bowlders  of  various  sizes.  From  here  around 
the  bay  to  the  railroad  the  shore  is  well  covered  with  bowlders,  with  some  marsh, 
and,  a  little  farther  back,  ledge-rock.  Along  the  railroad,  to  the  east  side  of  the 
Wicketeqnack  River,  the  shore  is  of  the  same  general  character.  Ledwood's  Island  is 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Wicketeqnack ;  it  is  high  with  rock,  both  in  place  and  aa  bowl- 
ders, and  is  connected  with  the  main  shore  by  an  embankment  and  wooden  bridge. 
From  the  railroad,  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Wicketeqnack,  to  the  point  running  into 
the  bay,  the  shore  is  low  and  marshy,  with  a  ridge  of  high  land  about  300  feet  oaok. 
Between  this  ridge  and  Pawcatuck  Point  the  shore  is  generally  low  and  swampy,  with 
frequent  indentations  or  little  bays  of  water ;  this  marshy  country  runs  back  irom  the 
bay  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  The  point  at  station  G,  and  the  one  between  it  and 
Pawcatuck  Point,  are  about  5  feet  higher  than  the  surrounding  marsh,  and  are  covered 
with  brush  and  bowlders. 

At  Pawcatuck  Point  the  shore  forms  a  gradual  slope  np  from  the  water-line ;  it  is 
well  covered  with  bowlders. 

With  the  other  uhore  we  will  commence  the  description  at  Rhodes's  Point,  across  the 
river  from  Pawcatuck  Point.  The  shore  is  well  covered  with  bowlders,  with  an  occa- 
sional low,  marshy  place ;  this  topography  continues  until  we  reach  Watch  Hill,  where 
the  land  only  differs  in  being  a  little  higher. 

Watch  Hill  Point  extends  into  the  ocean  about  1,600  feet ;  it  is  from  10  to  15  feet 
high  and  is  covered  with  bowlders.  Running  out  from  Wateh  Hill,  in  a  westerly  direc- 
tion, is  the  sand-beach,  which  runs  to  Napatree  Point,  before  referred  to ;  it  varies  in 
height  from  8  to  20  feet,  attaining  its  greatest  elevation  near  Watch  Hill.  \}'^^P9^'\c> 
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ered  with  beach-grass  above  high- water  line.  The  material  of  which  the  beaob  is 
formed  is,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  sand ;  except  on  the  ocean-side,  where  there  is,  J  oat 
above  high-water  line,  a  narrow  strip  of  gravel.  At  Napatree  Point  there  is  an 
entirely  different  formation.  A  knoll  abont  25  feet  high  forms  the  extreme  point ; 
there  are  bowlders  cropping  ont  over  the  surface ;  and  a  section  throngfa,  that  is,  an 
mnoh  as  can  be  seen  from  the  steep  bank  toward  the  soand,  shows  it  to  be  ftill  of 
rocks.  The  surface  of  this  knoll  is  covered  with  ordinary  field-grass ;  the  soil  is  mach 
richer  than  that  on  the  beach,  and  will  grow  ordinary  kitchen  vegetables. 

Tbis  monndi  which  is  about  800  Ceet  long  bv  400  feet  wide,  has  every  appearance  of 
having  formerly  been  an  island,  tq  which  the  beaches  were  in  the  course  of  time 
Joined.  It  is  only  at  the  two  probable  points  of  Junction  that  either  of  the  beacbee 
show  any  signs  of  breaches.  At  one,  (cross-section  4  on  map,)  the  ocean  during  storms 
has  been  known  by  the  people  of  the  vicinity  to  break  through  the  beach  and  main- 
tain a  connection  with  tne  waters  of  the  bay  for  several  hours.  At  the  other  plaoo 
(cross-section  5)  there  is  every  physical  evidence  of  the  same  thing  having  occurred, 
but  it  is  sustained  by  no  witnesses.  The  "oldest  inhabitant"  recollects  an  opening 
near  Watch  Hill,  (cross-section  1,)  through  which  small  boats  could  pass.  The  beach 
at  this  place,  however,  shows  no  evidences  of  any  such  break. 

Northeast  of  the  knoll,  and  forming  part  of  Napatree  Point,  there  is  a  low  swampy 
place,  separated  from  the  bay  bv  a  low  sandy  beacn.  Northerly  from  Napatree  Point, 
and  abont  at  right  angles  with  the  first  beach,  extends  the  second  or  Sandy  Point 
Beach.  It  is  much  lower  than  the  first  beach,  at  no  place  being  more  than  9  feet 
high.  It  is  abont  a  mile  and  a  half  long.  There  is  a  pond  near  the  upper  end  with  ^i 
feet  of  water  at  the  time  of  survey,  June,  1875.  The  upper  end  of  this  beach  is  known 
as  Sandy  Point. 

It  is  constantly  extending,  as  is  shown  by  the  surveys  of  1839,  1855,  and  1875. 
Between  1839  and  1855,  it  extended  1.000  feet,  being  at  the  rate  of  62|  feet  per  year. 
Between  1855  and  1875  it  extended  650  feet,  or  at  the  rate  of  32^  feet.  It  probably 
has  a  decreasing  rate  of  growth,  as  the  opening  between  it  and  the  opposite  side  nar- 
rows. There  is  an  exception  to  this,  shown  in  the  form  of  the  beach  made  between 
the  years  1839  and  1855,  where  it  is  of  so  much  less  width  than  that  immediately  pre- 
ceding and  following  it,  that  it  would  seem  to  indicate  a  rapid  growth. 

The  crest  of  the  bar  on  the  inside  opposite  Sandy  Point,  the  upper  end  of  which  is 
known  as  White  Bar,  shows  an  indentation  of  deep  water,  which  seems  to  indicate  a 
lack  of  time  in  the  process  of  filling  up;  that  is,  a  rapid  growth  of  the  beach  was 
followed  by  a  corresponding  growth  in  direction  of  the  bar,  and  the  beach  snbs«*quently, 
when  growing  more  slowly  in  length  but  increasing  iu  breadth,  was,  as  may  be  seen 
from  the  map.  .followed  by  the  bar,  leaving  the  indentation  mentioned. 

SURVEY. 

The  snrvey  of  the  bay  was  commenced  June  11,  1875.  It  was  extended  nlightly 
beyond  the  limits  prescribed  in  the  bill  ordering  it,  viz,  '^from  Deonison's  Rock  to 
Rliode^s  Folly,''  in  order  to  take  in  obstructions  that  the  prescribed  space  would  not 
cover,  and  also  to  connect  with  the  surveys  of  Pawcatnck  River  and  Stonington  Har- 
bor, previously  made  under  your  direction.  The  survey  as  thus  made,  gives  us,  by  its 
connections,  a  complete  map  from  Westerly  to  Stonington  Harbor,  inclusive. 

A  line  was  first  measured  on  Sandy  Point  Beach  to  serve  as  a  primary  baae-line  of 
the  system  of  triangulation,  with  which  the  area  to  be  surveyed  was  covered. 

The  accuracy  of  the  triangulations  was  tested  by  a  measured  base  on  the  other  end 
of  the  system,  the  measured  distance  being  only  -f^  of  a  toot  different  fh>m  the  same 
line  as  calculated  by  using  the  primary  base,  and  carrying  the  calculations  through 
the  system  to  this  test-base,  llie  triangulations  were  made  with  an  ordinary  transit, 
and  the  small  difference  between  the  measured  and  the  calculated  distance  is  as  near 
an  agreement  as  could  be  expected  with  the  instruments  used,  and  for  all  practical 
purposes  it  is  Just  as  good  as  a  perfect  agreement,  the  error  being  a  less  distance  than 
can  be  shown  by  the  scale  on  which  the  survey  is  platted.  Connections  were  made  by 
triangulation  with  the  coast-survey  station  at  Watch  Hill,  and  with  the  Stonington 
and  Watch-Hill  lighta. 

On  the  completion  of  the  triangulations  traverse  lines  were  run,  or  soundings  made, 
as  the  weather  was  more  favorable  for  the  ono  than  the  other.  The  traverse  lines 
were  run  around  the  shores  to  take  the  topography,  and  they  were  connected  with  the 
triangulation  stations. 

The  soundings  were  located  by  two  Instruments  measuring  angles  to  them  from  the 
ends  of  known  bases.  These  bases  were,  as  a  general  thing,  the  sides  of  trlaoglee, 
forming  part  of  the  system  of  triangulation. 

Sections  of  Napatree  and  Sandy  Pont  beaches  were  taken  at  characteristic  points  by 
the  ordinary  method  of  leveling.  The  soundings  and  sections  were  referred  to  the 
mean  low-water  plane  established  in  1871,  in  the  survey  of  Stonington  Harbor.  A 
tide-gauge  was  set  up  at  Watch-Hil  ILanJing  and  read  simnltaneouidv  with  one  at 
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Stonington.  No  regular  differenoe  was  observed  betweea  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide 
at  the  two  places,  except  in  time,  high  and  low  water  oocarring  about  30  tninates  later 
at  Watch  Hill.  The  rise  and  fall  would  sometimes  vary  -^ff  foot,  bat  generally  it  was 
within  -jiif  foot.  The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide,  according  to  the  observations  of  1871, 
is  2.71  feet.  The  map  of  this  sarvey  is  platted  on  a  scale  of  400  feet  to  the  inch.  On 
this  map,  besides  the  soundings,  topography,  Ac,  are  shown  the  characteristic  sections 
of  the  beaches.  Horizontal  scale  100  feet  to  the  inch,  vertical  scale  50  feet  to  the  inch. 
Also  a  detached  plan  of  Sandy  Point  below,  same  scale  as  the  general  map,  which 
shows  the  different  phases  of  the  beach  in  1839, 1855,  and  1875.  The  surveys  of  the  first 
two  years  were  made  by  the  United  States  Coast  Sarvey. 

The  triangulatiou  stations  are  indicated  on  the  map  by  lettem,  the  traverse  station 
by  nnrabers.  A  description  of  the  bench-mark  established  at  Watch  Hill  for  a  low- 
water  reference,  will  be  found  on  the  map.  The  bench-mark  is  the  highest  point  of 
a  large  bowlder  at  Watch  Hill  Landing;  it  is  12.07  feet  above  mean  low  water. 
The  bench-mark  at  Stonington  described  in  the  report  on  the  sarvey  (see  Report  Cbief 
of  Engineers,  1872,  page  919)  as  the  lowest  step  at  the  west  door  of  lighthotkse, 
was  found  by  comparison  with  other  bench-marks  given  in  the  same  report  t<o  be,  not 
the  lowest  step,  bnt  the  next  one  above. 

The  sonndings  made  show  a  depth  of  7^  feet  at  mean  low  water  making  in  from  the 
sound  for  a  distance  of  1,800  feet  above  Sandy  Point.  A  corresponding  depth  also 
makes  down  from  the  month  of  the  Pawcatack  to  within  1,200  feet  of  the  beach  at  Nap- 
atree  Pofnt.  These  two  channels  are  separated  from  each  other  by  about  4,500  feet  in 
length,  of  shallow  water  of  3^  to  4^  feet  deep,  covered  for  the  most  part  with  eel-grass. 
The  bottom  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Bar  is  sand,  while  along  the  north  shore  it  is  soft 
mad,  with  scattering  bowlders  along  the  shore-line.  A  line  from  Tcnnison's  rocks  to 
the  sonth  end  of  Ledwood's  Island  is  the  course  of  the  deepest  water  across  the  above- 
mentioned  shoal,  and  is  the  course  taken  by  vessels  navigating  the  bay. 

IMPKOVBMBNTS  NKEDED. 

To  connect  the  deep  water  on  either  side  of  the  shoal,  and  maintain  the  connection, 
is  the  principal  improvement  sought.  The  appearance  of  eel-grass  on  the  shoal  indi- 
cates that  there  is  no  shoaling  to  be  feared  from  shifting  sands,  except  ss  the  bar  inside 
fiandy  Point  encroaches.  To  escape  this  danger,  the  proposed  channel  to  be  made  by 
dredging  was  located  by  you  along  the  north  shore  of  the  bay.  It  united  with  this 
advantage  that  of  being  close  enough  to  the  shore  to  give  good  sailing-ranges.  The 
cost  of  making  the  channel  here  would  be  about  the  same  as  one  made  where  the  pres- 
ent channel  is. 

The  proposed  channel  is  200  feet  wide  and  7^  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water. 

The  interests  asking  an  improvement  at  this  place  are  the  cummerce  of  Westerly,  at 
the  head  of  navigation  in  the  Pawcatuck  River,  and  the  steamboat  interest  of  Watch 
Hill. 

The  General  Government  has  already  improved  Pawcatuck  River  to  a  draught  of  5^ 
feet  at  mean  low  water,  a  foot  more  than  can  be  brought  across  the  bay.  The  full 
benefit  will  not  be  derived  from  this  completed  improvement  until  a  greater  depth  is 
made  in  the  bay.  A  greater  draught  was  made  in  tne  Pawcatuck  than  could  be  taken 
across  the  shoal  at  its  month,  for  the  reason  that  all  navigation  here  is  done  at  high 
water,  and,  when  getting  through  the  bay  at  that  stage  of  tide,  the  tide  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  river  wonld  be  falling  before  a  vessel  could  reach  there. 

In  the  proposed  improvements  of  the  bay,  the  estimates  have  been  made  for  a  draught 
of  7^  feet  at  mean  low  water ;  this  will  allow  vessels  to  come  over  the  bay  earlier  and 
give  them  plenty  of  time  to  get  to  Westerly  before  the  tide  turns.  It  will  also  allow 
j^reater-dranght  vessels  than  can  get  to  Westerly  to  take  advantage  of  the  tide  and  get 
as  far  as  Lottery  before  lightering  to  go  above.  The  lightering  is  now  doue  at  Ston- 
ington, four  or  five  miles  away  by  water. 

The  material  along  the  line  of  the  proposed  channel  is  soft  mud  and  sand,  except  at 
Pawcatack  Point,  where,  for  a  distance  of  about  300  feet,  there  is  a  layer  of  shells  over 
the  mud  and  with  bowlders  of  various  ^izes  interspersed.  The  size  of  the  bowlders 
oonld  not  be  estimated  accurately,  as  in  many  instances  but  a  part  of  the  surfaces 
were  above  the  bottom  ;  a  rough  estimate  would  be  from  5  to  20  tons. 

Besides  the  making  of  a  channel  through  the  bay,  an  improvement  is  needed  at 
Rhodes'  Folly.  The  *'  Folly  "  is  a  heap  of  small  stone  placed  in  the  side  of  the  channel, 
and  which  formerly  served  as  the  foundation  of  a  building  put  there  to  evade  the 
liqaor-law.  The  site  of  the  building  was  supposed  at  the  time  it  was  built  to  be  the 
dividing-point  of  the  three  States,  r^ew  York,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island.  The 
channel  at  this  place  is  barely  200  feet  wide,  with  a  sharp  tnm  in  it.  The  removal  of 
about  75  feet  of  the  '*  Folly  "  wonld  very  much  help  the  place  and  wonld  not  be  very 
expensive. 

flortbeast  of  the  ''  Folly ''  are  two  large  rocks,  probably  bowlders,  of  about  40  tons 
each :  one  is  directly  in  the  channel  and  the  other  on  the  edge.   There  is  bnt  4.50  feet  of 
H.   Ex.    70 2  Dgitizedby^OOgie 
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water  at  mean  low  water  at  the  shoalest  places  on  these  rocks,  and  they  are  a  sonrce  of 
great  danger  and  trouble.  An  estimate  for  the  removal  of  these  rocks  and  the  improTe- 
ment  of  the  **  Folly  "  is  added  fnrther  on  in  this  report. 

The  onlv  other  obstrnction  which  was  discovered  during  the  snrvey  is  a  damp  of 
rocks  in  the  cove  at  Watch  Hill  Landing.  The  steamer  Massasoit  struck  on  theso 
rocks  a  few  vears  ago  and  sunk  at  the  wharf  at  Watch  Hill,  with  barely  time  to  land 
several  hundred  passengers  on  board  at  the  time.  The  rocks  are  small ;  the  largest 
being  probably  less  than  4  tons,  and  there  are  onlj*  a  few  of  them.  An  estimate  for 
their  removal  is  added. 

The  material  dredged  during  the  proposed  improvement  could  all  be  deposited  ioude 
the  beach  at  the  deep  water  near  Napatree  Point. 

EatimaUfar  the  entire  improvement. 

For  a  channel  across  flats,  2,600  feet  wide,  6^  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water, 
would  reoulre  the  reoioval  of — 

190,000  cubic  yards  sand  and  mnd,  at  18  cents  per  cubic  yard $«M,  ^00 

12,000  cubic  yards  shells  and  rocks,  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard 9,IKH) 

For  dredging  at  Rhodes'  Folly  to  make  au  increased  width  of  75  feet: 

4,000  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 1,2(0 

Removal  of  rocks  near  "Folly" T«h) 

Removal  of  rocks  at  Watch  Hill  Landing '  *Xh) 

Superintendence  and  contingencies 5,7U0 

Total 51,000 

I  was  assisted  on  the  snrvey  by  Messrs.  L.  S.  Chase  and  William  P.  Jewett,  assistaot 
engineers. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  A.  BENTLEY. 
General  G.  K.  Warren, 

Major  of  Engineers  U.  S.  A, 
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SURVEY  OF  MATINICUS  ISLAND  HARBOR,  AND  BELFAST 
BAY  AND  HARBOR,  MAINE;  AND  IPdWIOH  BAY  AND 
HARBOR,  MAS8ACHDSETTS. 


LETTER 

FROM  THB 

CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTiMENT, 


TRANSMITTING, 


In  compliance  with  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  copies  of  the  reports  ofLieuten- 
ant' Colonel  Thom^  Corps  of  Engineers^  of  surveys  of  Matinicus  Island 
Marhor^  and  Belfast  Bay  and  Harbor ^  Maine^  and  Ipstcich  Bay  and  Ear* 
boTj  Massachusetts. 


January  18, 1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wab  Department, 

January  13, 1876. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives, 
in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  copies 
of  reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  Thorn,  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  surveys 
of  Matinicus  Island  Harbor,  and  Belfast  Bay  and  Harbor,  Maine,  and 
at  Ipswich  Bay  and  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

H.  T.  OEOSBY, 

Chief  CWk. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  D.  C.j  January  11, 1876. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  copies  of  reports  to  this 
Office  from  Lieut.  Col.  George  Thorn,  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  results 
of  surveys  made,  to  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act 
of  March  3, 1875,  at  Matinicus  Island  Harbor,  and  Belfast  Bay  and  Har- 
bor, Maine,  and  at  Ipswich  River  and  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  with  the 
view  to  the  improvement  of  navigation  at  those  localities. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHEEYS, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 


Secretary  of  War. 
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2  SURVEY   OF   CERTAIN   HARBORS. 

SURVEY  OF  HARBOR  MATINICUS  ISLAND,  MAINE. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me.^  December  7, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
survey  of  the  harbor  at  Matinicus  Island,  Maine,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  works  proposed  for  its  improvement,  as  shown  by  the  accom- 
panying drawing.  This  survey,  which  was  called  for  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3, 1875,  "making  appropriations  for  the  repair, 
preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  har- 
bors, and  for  other  purposes,''  was  made  in  July  last,  by  my  assistant 
engineer,  Mr.  Sophus  Haageusen,  under  my  instructions;  and  his  report 
and  drawing  of  same,  also  prepared  under  my  supervision,  are  herewith 
submitted. 

When  this  survey  was  taken  in  hand,  it  was  supposed  that  it  was  to 
be  made  at  Ten  Pound  Harbor,  also  known  as  Matinicus  Koads,  situated 
south  of  Matinicus  Island,  and  between  it  and  Ten  Pound  and  Bagged 
Islands,  as  this  was  the  only  harbor  that  is  specially  shown  and  described 
by  the  existing  reports  and  charts.  But  it  was  ascertained,  on  a  further 
investigation  and  examination  of  the  locality,  that  the  survey  called  for, 
doubtless  had  reference  to  the  harbor  about  one  mile  further  north,  oa 
the  east  side  of  Matinicus  Island,  which  is  frequently  resorted  to  by 
coasting,  fishing,  and  other  vessels.  Surveys  were  consequently  made 
of  both  of  those  harbors,  and  estimates  have  been  made  for  their  improve- 
ment by  means  of  breakwaters  built  as  described  in  Mr.  Ilaagensen's 
report.  On  comparing  the  relative  advantages  of  these  harbors,  together 
with  the  estimated  cost  of  the  works  requisite  to  make  them  efiective, 
as  well  as  the  extent  to  which  commerce  and  navigation  would  be  bene- 
fited thereby,  it  is  plainly  to  be  seen  thart  any  attempt  to  improve  Ten 
Pound  Harbor,  would  be  impracticable  unless  attended  with  an  expense 
that  would  not  be  warranted  by  the  benefit  that  would  be  derived  from 
it.  While  Matinicus  Harbor  on  the  east  side  of  the  island,  oflfeis 
advantages  which  could  be  made  available  at  a  comparatively  small 
cost,  and  especially  so  for  fishing,  coasting,  and  other  vessels  of  small 
class,  that  would  there  seek  shelter  in  easterly  storms.  This  harbor  is 
now  well  sheltered  from  northerly,  westerly,  and  southerly  winds ;  but, 
only  imperfectly  so  from  easterly  winds. 

The  harbor  proper,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  drawing,  is  par- 
tially sheltered  from  easterly  winds  by  Young's  Point,  Indian  Ledge, 
Dexter  Ledge,  and  Wheaton's  Island,  and  has  an  area  within  the  high- 
water  lines  of  about  ten  acres,  about  half  of  which  has  from  four  to  eight 
feet  of  water  at  mean  low  water.  The  entrance  to  this  harbor,  which  is  be- 
tween Dexter  Ledge  and  the  island,  is  not  practicable  with  more  than 
4  feet  at  mean  low  water,  or  13  feet  at  ordinary  high  water,  the  mean 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  being  9  feet.  To  give  perfect  shelter  to  this 
harbor  would  require  a  breakwater  extending  from  Young's  Point,  on 
Matinicus  Island,  southwardly  to  Indian  Ledge,  and  thence  westwardly 
over  Dexter  Ledge  to  Matinicus  Island,  leaving  open  its  present  entrance 
between  Dexter  Ledge  and  the  island. 

The  estimated  cost  of  a  suitable,  permanent  work,  as  stated  in  the 
accompanying  report,  is  $36,000. 

Should  it,  however,  be  deemed  advisable  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of 
this  harbor  and  adapt  it  to  vessels  of  all  classes,  it  could  be  efifected  by 
building  a  breakwater  from  Wheaton-s  Island,  northwardly,  out  to 
Harbor  Ledge,  (a  distance  of  1,000  feet,)  in  connection  with  one  extending 
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from  Young's  Point  to  Indian  Ledge,  which  would  afford  a  well-sheltered 
area  of  about  th  irty -ei  gh  t  acres,  wi  th  good  anchorage  for  vessels  of  al  1  sizes ; 
bat  the  estimated  cost  of  suitable  works  is  shown  in  the  accompanying 
report  to  be  8300,000.  Such  a  harbor  would  doubtless  be  of  very  great 
Talue  in  affording  refuge  to  coasting  and  other  vessels  caught  in  easterly 
gales,  especially  during  severe  winters  when  the  coast  harbors  are  usu- 
ally closed  by  ice.  But  for  the  local  commerce  of  M atinicus  Island,  and 
for  the  benefit  that  would  inure  to  such  vessels  as  would  usually  seek 
refuge  in  that  harbor,  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  extend  its  capacity 
beyond  that  of  the  present  harbor  proper.  In  its  present  imperfectly 
sheltered  condition  the  value  of  this  harbor  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact,  as  stated  to  me  by  reliable  authority,  that  the  harbor  is  now  fre- 
quented by  vessels  and  steamers  employed  in  the  fishing  business  from 
all  parts  of  the  Eastern  States ;  that  during  the  past  season  thirteen 
steamers  entered  the  harbor  at  one  time,  it  being  not  an  uncommon  oc- 
currence to  see  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  sail  of  fishing- vessels  in  there  at 
a  time.  As  this  harbor  lies  directly  in  the  track  of  the  coasting- vessels 
of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick,  it  would,  without  doubt,  be  very  much 
frequented  if  it  could  be  rendered  safe  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Further  details  and  information  in  regard  to  this  harbor,  with  estimates 
of  cost  of  the  works  proposed  for  its  improvement,  together  with  a  de- 
scription of  the  survey,  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  report  and 
map. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  THOM, 
Lieut,  Col.  of  Engineersy  BvL  Brig,  Oen.  U.  8,  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  SOPHUS  HAAGEN8EN,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

UNrrRD  States  Enoikekr  Office, 

Fortland,  Me,,  December  4, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  sarvey  of  Matinicas  ^arbor,  Maine, 
made  in  parsnance  of  yoar  inBtructions  of  July  16. 

Matinicus  Harbor  is  situated  on  the  eant  side  of  Matinicas  Island,  about  a  mile  from 
the  northeast  point  of  the  island;  it  is  sheltered  from  northerly,  westerly  and  south- 
erly winds,  bnt  only  imperfectly  protected  for  easterly  winds  by  Wheatou's  Island, 
Indian  Ledge,  and  the  ridge  of  ledge  connecting  this  with  Young's  Point,  Matinicus 
Island.  The  harbor  proper,  where  the  greater  part  of  the  wharves  and  landings  is  found , 
lies  north  and  west  of  Dexter  and  Indian  Ledges ;  the  area  inclosed  within  these  and 
the  main  island  is  about  seven  hundred  feet  by  six  hundred  and  filty  feet  within  the 
high-water  line,  or  nearly  ten  and  a  half  acres.  About  half  of  this  area  has  from  four  to 
ei^ht  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low  water;  the  entrance  is  not  practicable  with 
more  than  4  feet  at  mean  low  water,  t.  «.,  vessels  of  13  feet  draught  may  be  taken  into 
the  harbor  on  top  of  an  ordinary  high  water.  The  entrance  is  west  ot  Dexter  Ledge, 
between  this  ledge  and  Matinicus  Island ;  the  soundings  seem  to  indicate  a  deeper  • 
entrance  between  Dexter  and  Indian  Ledges ;  but  an  entrance  is  impracticable  here, 
as  this  side  (the  easterly)  of  the  harbor  is  obstnict'e<l  by  peaks  of  ledge  cropping  out 
amoDg  the  bowlders  covering  the  bottom.  It  is  only  the  westerly  side  of  the  harbor 
which  is  free  from  these  projecting  peaks,  having  a  smooth  sand  bottom,  where 
vessels  may  ground  without  danger  of  being  '*  hogg^.''  The  easterly  side  of  the  har- 
bor may  be  utilized  by  bnilding  piers  over  the  projecting  led gts,  and  this  will  prob- 
ably be  done  when  the  gap  between  Indian  Ledge  and  Youn^'^  Puiut  is  closed  up  by  a 
suitable  breakwater,  excluding  the  heavy  easterly  sea. 

To  effectually  close  up  this  basin,  and  make  it  a  tidal  harbor,  where  vessels  of  17 
feet  draught  may  be  safe  in  an  easterly  gale,  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  the  follow- 
ing structures,  viz :  Breakwater  No.  1,  connecting  Young's  Point  with  Indian  Ledge ; 
breakwater  No.  3,  from  Indian  Ledge  over  Dexter  Ledge  to  the  easterly  en  trance- pier  ; 
and  breakwater  No.  3,  from  the  westerly  entrance-pier  to  the  shore,  leaving  an  en- 
trance 60  feet  wide  between  the  termini  of  breakwaters  Nos.  2  and  3.  ,     ^r^r^]r> 
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The  following  estimates  have  been  mnde,  viz  : 

Breakwater  So.  1. — The  site  of  this  breakwater  is  a  ridge  of  ledge  almost  in  its  entire 
length  dry  at  low  water,  while  the  gap  to  be  closed  is  upward  of  400  feet  between  the 
high-water  lines  of  Young's  Point  and  Indian  Ledge.  Icis  proposed  to  build  it  of  riprap, 
faced  on  the  outside  (easterly  side)  with  large  grout,  split  so  ast-o  be  laid  in  courses 
and  doweled  together.  The  top  would  be  a  coping-course,  4tiO  feet  long,  10  feet  wide, 
in  ref.  15  feet  atSve  mean  low  water.    It  would  require —  ' 

985  cubic  yards  of  large  grout  laid  and  doweled  together,  at  a  cost  of  $15  per 

cubic  yard $14,775 

3,000  tons  of  riprap,  at  $1.25  per  ton 3,750 

Contingencies,  say 2,875 

Cost  of  breakwater  No.  1 --si,  400 

Breakvsater  No,  2  would  be  less  exposed  than  No.  1 ;  it  is  proposed  to  build  it  entirely 
of  riprap  work,  its  top  10  feet  wide,  in  ref.  12  feet  above  mean  low  water  ;  the  outside 
(southerly  side)  having  a  slope  of  2  horizontal  to  1  vertical,  the  side  toward  the  north 
having  a  slope  of  I  to  1.  The  western  terminus  to  be  a  crib-work  pier  20  feet  square 
on  top,  which  would  be  in  ref.  15  feet  above  mean  low  water.  The  length  of  break- 
water No.  2,  including  the  terminal  pier,  would  be  420  feet  on  its  top.  It  is  estimated 
that  its  construction  would  require  an  amount  of— 

6,020  tons  of  riprap,  at  $1.25  per  ton •- $7,525 

The  terminal  pier,  (easterly) 875 

Contingencies,  say 1,260 

Cost  of  breakwater  No.  2 9,6ti0 

Breakwater  No,  3  would  be  similar  in  construction  to  No.  2.  Its  length  on  top,  iu- 
eluding  the  terminal  pier,  would  be  175  feet,  and  require — 

2,736  tons  ofriprap,  at  $1.25  per  ton $.3,420 

The  terminal  pier,  (westerly) 875 

Coutiugencies,  say 645 

Cost  of  breakwater  No.  3 4,940 

RKCAPITULATION. 

Breakwater  No.  1,  (including  contingencies) ,.  $21,400 

Breakwater  No.  2,  (including  contingencies) 9,660 

Breakwater  No.  3,  (including  contingencies) 4,940 

Total  cost  of  harbor 36,000 

.  The  value  of  the  above-de«cribed  harbor  is  mainly  owing  to  the  deep  and  partially- 
sheltered  basin  inclosed  between  Indian  Ledge,  Dexter  Ledge,  Matinicus  Island,  and 
Wheaton's  Island,  where  there  is  sufficient  depth  and  good  holding-ground  for  vessels 
of  all  classes  to  come  to  an  anchorage ;  an  area  of  upward  of  eight  acres  has  from  three  to 
five  fathoms  of  water  at  mean  low  water.  The  basin  might  be  made  a  safe  harbor,  pro- 
tected from  all  winds,  by  the  building  of  a  breakwater  from  Wheaton's  Inland  to  '*  Har- 
bor Ledge,'^  a  distance  of  1,000  feet. 

The  direction  of  this  breakwater  (marked  on  the  accompanying  map  ''proposed 
breakwater  No.  4  ")  would  be  north  16^  east,  or  about  nort.h-by-east  |  north,  trne  bear- 
ing. This  breakwater,  and  No.  1,  would  exclude  all  heavy  sea;  the  entrance  would 
only  be  exposed  to  winds  from  north-by-east  to  north -by- west,  and  the  sea  caused  by 
those  winds  is  rendered  harmless  by  "  No  Man's  Land  "  and  the  ledge  round  this  island. 
The  protected  area  would  be  nearly  38  acres.  The  cost  of  this  breakwater  wonld  be 
great,  owing  to  the  depth  of  water  between  Harbor  Ledge  and  Wheatou'^  Island,  and 
its  exposed  locality ;  an  estimate  has  been  made  for  a  breakwater  built  of  riprap  np  to 
the  low-water  line,  where  it  would  have  a  width  of  30  feet,  having  an  outwaixl  slope 
of  2  horizontal  to  1  vertical,  and  an  inward  slope  of  1  to  1.  Above  low  water  it  would 
be  constructed  as  described  for  breakwater  No.  1,  only  the  top  of  the  coping-courae 
wonld  be  in  ref.  12  feet  above  mean  low  water.  It  would  require — 
3,700  cubic  yards  of  large  grout,  laid  and  doweled  together,  at  $15  per  cubic 

yard $55,500 

160,000  tons  of  riprap,  at  $1.25  per  ton 200,000 

Contingencies,  say 23,100 

Cost  of  breakwater  No.  4 278,600 

There  are  extra  facilities  for  procuring  the  stone  for  the  proposed  breakwater ;  the 
islands  are  high  granite  ledges,  and  all  the  stone  might  be  quarried  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  and  carried  on  a  tramway  to  the  breakwater  in  process  of  construction.  In 
case  of  the  building  of  breakwaters  Nos.  4  and  1,  the  two  inner  breakwaters,  Nos.  2  and 
3,  might  be  dispensed  with  as  superflnous.  The  improvement  as  pr^osed  would, 
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A.  lodosing  the  area  between  Matinicns  Island,  Indian  Led^e,  and  Dexter  Ledge 
with  breakwaters  Nos,  1,  2,  and  3,  so  as  to  make  a  harbor  for  small  vessels,  the  en- 
trance being  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  wat-er,  13  feet  at  mean  high  water,  which  im- 
provement, it  is  estimated,  would  cost  $:^,000. 

B.  Making  a  large  harbor  for  vessels  of  all  classes,  at  all  stages  of  the  tide,  by  bnild- 
ing  breakwatera  Nos.  4  and  1,  which  improvement  it  is  estimated  would  cost — 

Breakwater  No.  1,  (including  contingencies) 821,400 

Breakwater  No.  4,  {includiug  couti agencies) 278, 600 

300, 000 

The  Bret  of  these  wonld  not  have  great  significance  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  on  account 
of  it«  only  being  accessible  at  high  water;  it  would  benefit  the  island  and  the  small 
vessels  ownml  there,  which  are  now  in  great  danger  during  every  easterly  storm.  The 
second  alterative,  B,  would  be  of  great  importauce;  vessels  seeking  a  harbor  of  refuge 
during  an  easterly  stonn,  would  not  be  obliged  to  run  the  risk  of  approaching  the 
rocks  and  dangers  of  the  shore,  but  would  find  a  harbor  fifteen  miles  from  either  of 
the  near&st  harbors  on  the  shore,  Sial  Hirbor,  Tenant's  Hiirbor,  and  Herring  Gut. 

The  fact  that  the  proposed  harbor  of  refuge  at  Matinicus  Island  would  be  free  from 
ice  and  accessible  at  times  when  the  coast  of  Maine  is  ice-bound,  is,  perhaps,  the  strong- 
est argument  in  favor  of  the  project.  For  details  of  the  survey  I  would  respectfully 
refer  to  the  accompanying  maps,  plotted  on  a  scale  of  1  to  1200,  (100  feet  =  1  inch.) 

All  the  stations  occupied  have  been  marked  by  f -inch  holes,  drilled  in  the  ledge  for 
future  identification.  The  soundings  are  referred  to  mean  low  water,  which  plane  of 
reference  was  averaged  from  five  low  waters  observed  during  the  survey ;  the  mean 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  during  that  time  was  9.0  feet. 

The  tide  observations  were  made  on  a  tide-staff  placed  on  J.  Young's  wharf,  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  outer  harbor.  The  bench  for  re-establishment  of  the  plane  of 
reference  of  the  survey  is  an  iron  bolt,  set  in  the  ledge  25  feet  distant  from  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  wharf;  the  top  of  the  bolt  is  in  ret.  12.52  feet  above  the  plane 
of  reference  mean  low  water.  It  was  thought  the  Ten-Pound  Harbor,  or  Matinicns 
Roads,  wonld  offer  facilities  for  the  location  of  a  harbor  of  refuj^e,  and,  in  accordance 
with  instrnctions  to  that  effect,  a  survey  was  also  made  at  this  place.  Ten-Pound 
Harbor  is  inclosed  between.  Matinicus  Island,  Ten-Pound  Island,  and  Ragged  Island. 
These  islands,  however,  are  not  sufficient  shelter  for  the  iuclosed  basin,  and  break- 
waters would  have  to  be  built  to  secure  a  safe  anchorage.  The  most  favorable  location 
for  a  breakwater,  would  be  on  a  line  from  Curtis  Point,  on  the  south  side  of  Matinicus 
Island,  to  the  northwest  point  of  Ten-Pound  Island.  The  rocky  shores  of  the  two 
ialands  approach  here  within  1,650  feet  on  the  high-water  lines,  and  are  only  830  feet 
apart  at  low  water.  The  channel  between  the  two  islands  has  13  feet  of  water  at 
ni«an  low  water  in  the  deepest  place  of  the  line  upon  which  the  breakwater  could  be 
located.  The  bottom  of  this  channel  is  composed  of  heavy  bowlders,  with  ledge  crop- 
ping out  among  them,  promising  stability  to  a  structure  which  might  be  built  here. 
Ou  either  side  of  Curtis  Point  the  shore  recedes  and  forms  two  coves  with  good  anchor- 
age, a  marked  similarity  to  Richmond's  Island,  Maine,  where  two  coves,  similarly  situ- 
ated, have  been  sheltered  by  a  breakwater  between  Richmond's  Island  and  the  main 
land.  A  breakwater  built  between  Curtis  Point  and  Ten-Pound  Island  would  afford 
sheltered  anchorage  during  an  easterly  storm  in  the  cove  west  of  the  breakwater 
between  Curtis  Point  and  Cato  Ledge,  as  long  as  the  wind  was  blowing  steadily  from 
the  east ;  but  shonld  the  wind  veer  to  south  or  southwest,  it  would  roll  the  waves  into 
the  harbor  with  unbroken  force,  and  the  vessels  would  be  anchored  among  the  breakers, 
Worse  off  than  if  they  had  kept  out  to  sea.  The  same  danger  would  applv  to  the 
anchorage  on  the  east  side  of  the  breakwater.  The  harbor  of  refuge  at  Richmond's 
Island,  althongh  **  one-sided,"  has  no  such  drawback,  owing  to  the  close  proximity  of 
the  land  southwest  of  the  harbor.  A  breakwater  between  Curtis  Point  and  Ten-Pound 
Island  would  therefore  not  be  sufficient  protection  for  Matinicus  Roads  or  Ten-Pound 
Harbor;  to  make  a  safe  harbor,  it  would  be  necessary  to  build, in  addition, a  break- 
water from  Cato  Ledge  to  Ragged  Island,  a  distance  of  one  mile ;  but  the  cost  of  the  work 
wonld  be  so  much  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  the  harbor  described  under  B,  (nearly  four 
times,)  that  should  a  large  expenditure  be  warranteil,  the  preference  wonld  be  given 
to  the  plan  of  improving  Matinicus  Harbor  by  building  breakwaters  Nos.  1  and  4. 

The  breakwaters  estimateil  for  have  the  same  cross-sections  as  described  for  break- 
waters Nos.  2  and  3,  and  would  cost  for— 

A  breakwater  between  Curtis  Point  and  Ten-Pound  Island,  requiring 
50,000  tons  of  riprap,  at  a  cost  of  $2.25  per  ton $112,500 

A  breakwater  between  Cato  Ledge  and  Ragged  Island,  requiring  400,000 

tons  of  riprap,  at  a  cost  of  $2.25  per  ton 900, 000 

CoDtingencies,  say • 101,500 
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Of  the  survey  in  Ten-Ponnd  Harbor,  a  map  ba.s  been  made  on  a  scale  of  1  to  1,200. 
The  plane  of  reference  fur  the  somiding8,  lueun  low  water,  is  14.16  feet  below  the 
bench  at  Cartis  Point — a  composition  bolt  set  in  the  ledge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOPHUS  HAAGENSEN. 

Asuibtant  Engineer, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Gko.  Thom, 

Litutenant'Colonel  of  Engineers, 


SURVEY  OF  BELFAST  BAY  AND  HARBOR,  MAINE. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me.,  December  9,  1875. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
survey  of  Belfast  Bay  and  Harbor,  Maine.  This  survey  was  called  for 
by  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1875, "  making  appropriation  for 
the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public  works  on  riv- 
ers and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  was  completed  under  my 
instructions  in  August  last  by  ray  assistant  engineer,  Mr.  A.  C.  Both. 
His  report,  and  map  of  the  same,  prepared  under  my  supervision,  are 
also  herewith  submitted. 

As  the  object  of  this  survey  was  not  indicated  by  the  law  providing 
for  it,  and  in  the  absence  of  definite  information  in  regard  to  the  improve- 
ments most  needed  and  desired  for  this  harbor,  I  had  a  careful  hydro- 
graphic  survey  made  of  the  whole  harbor,  from  Steel's  Ledge  up  to  the 
bridge,  covering  an  area  of  about  two  square  miles  This  survey  in- 
cludes not  only  the  harbor  itself,  but  also  so  much  of  the  bay  as  is  neces- 
sary for  devising  a  work  or  works  for  the  protection  of  the  harbor.  By 
this  survey  the  following  facts  were  developed  : 

1.  That  tbe  harbor  itself  is  well  protected  from  all  winds  except  those 
from  the  southeast ;  and  that  to  render  it  safe  from  these  also,  would 
require  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  or  breakwaters  between  McGil- 
very's  ship-yard  and  Patterson^s  Point,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile. 

2.  That  there  is  a  shoal  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor^  which  ext.euds 
from  McGilvery's  ship-yard  up  to  the  ledge  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf,  a 
distance  of  about  five-eighths  of  a  mile.  This  shoal  lies  in  front  of  tbe 
Boston,  Portland  and  Bangor  steamboat  wharves,  and  in  places  has  but 
6  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low  water,  thereby  being  a  serious  obstruc- 
tion to  that  part  of  the  harbor. 

3.  That  there  is  an  extensive  sunken  ledge  which  projects  160  feet 
into  the  harbor  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf,  having  over  its  ahoalest  part 
but  3.4  feet  of  water  at  mean  low  water,  or  13.1  feet  at  ordinary  high 
water,  the  mean  riseandfall  of  tbe  tides  being9.7  feet.  This  ledge  isabout 
one-third  of  a  mile  below  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  and,  pro- 
jecting into  the  harbor,  as  it  does,  it  necessarily  endangers  vessels  lying 
or  mooring  near  it.  The  locations  of  the  proposed  breakwater  and  of  the 
shoal  and  ledge  above  referred  to,  are  shown  on  the  accompanying 
drawing,  the  area  of  the  shoal  being  shaded  in  red,  and  that  of  the 
ledge  in  brown.  To  so  improve  this  harbor  as  to  afford  a  safe  anchorage 
for  shipping  in  all  storms  and  so  that  it  shall  have  a  suitable  depth  for 
the  steamers  and  vessels  that  touch  and  lie  there,  in  all  stages  of  the 
tide,  would  require  the  following  work  to  be  done,  viz : 

a.  The  construction  of  a  riprap  stone  breakwater  or  bi^eakwatcrs 
between  McGilvery's  shipyard  and  Patterson's  Point.  The  plan  now 
proposed  for  this  work  consists  in  building  one  breakwater  out  from 
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McGilvery's  wharf  in  a  direction  nearly  nortbeast,  for  a  length  of  1,600 
feet;  and  a  second  one  oat  from  Patterson's  Point  (on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  harbor)  in  a  direction  nearly  sonth-sonthwest  for  a  distance  of 
900  feet,  thereby  leaving  an  entrance  800  feet  in  width.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  effect  of  the  southeast  gales  would  be  very  limited  in 
force  and  extent,  and  would  be  felt  on  the  easterly  side  only  of  the  har- 
bor, which  is  not  used  for  anchorage-ground.  This  work  would  require 
about  two  hundred  thousand  tons  of  stone,  the  estimated  cost  of  which 
(including  engineering  and  other  incidental  expenses)  is  $310,000. 

b.  The  excavation,  by  dredging,  of  the  shoal  between  McGilvery's 
ship-yard  and  the  ledge,  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  which 
would  require  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  cubic  yards  of 
dredging,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  (including  contingencies)  is 
$25,003. 

e.  The  removal  of  the  sunken  ledge  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf  outside 
of  the  proposed  line,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  drawing,  to  a  depth 
of  7  feet,  at  mean  low  water,  which  would  require  the  removal  of  about 
420  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  an  estimated  cost  (including  contingencies) 
of,  say,  812,000.  To  excavate  this  ledge  to  a  greater  depth,  and  over  a 
more  extended  area,  would  involve  a  greater  expense  than  would  be 
justified  by  the  benefits  gained. 

In  consideration,  also,  of  the  great  cost  of  the  breakwaters  on  the 
plan  proposed,  it  might  be  deemed  advisable  to  build  only  the  one  ex- 
tending oat  from  the  westerly  shore,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  (in- 
cluding engineering  and  other  incidental  expenses)  is  $195,000,  but 
this  would  give  only  a  partial  protection  to  the  harbor;  much  better, 
however,  than  none. 

The  extent  to  which  the  commerce  would  be  promoted  by  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor  as  now  proposed,  is  stated  in  the  accompanying  let- 
ter from  the  United  States  deputy  collector  of  customs  of  that  port. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  ESTIMATES. 

For  breakwater  between  McQilvery'e  ship-yard  and  Patterson's  Point $310, 000 

For  removal  of  shoal  above  ship-yard .-  25,000 

For  removal  of  sunken  ledge  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  below  mean  low  water, 

say 12,000 

Total 347,000 

Further  details  and  information  in  regard  to  the  survey  and  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor,  including  estimates  of  cost  of  same,  will  be  found 
in  the  accompanying  report  of  my  assistant  engineer. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  THO^^, 
Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt,  Brig.  Oen.y  U.  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A, 


REPORT  OF  MR.  A.  C.  BOTH,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Partlandf  Me,^  December  8, 1875. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit  a  plan  of  the  survey  of  Belfast  Bay 
and  Harbor,  Maine,  made  in  pursuance  of  your  order  dated  June  15, 1875 ;  the  proposed 
iDJprovements  of  i^hich  are  also  shown  on  this  plan. 

The  snrvey  was  begun  on  June  28,  continued  to  July  24,  resumed  August  18,  and 
completed  August  19.    The  survey  was  commenced  by  measnriuK  a  base-liiio  of  3,766 
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feet  in  length  along  the  west  side  of  the  Nortbport  road.  This  road  runs  in  a  soath- 
erly  direction,  is  nearly  level,  and  parallel  to  tlie  shore,  and  therefore  offered  great 
faeilities  for  obtaining  a  long  and  accnrate  base-line.  From  here  the  only  visible  points, 
the  monument  and  Patterson's  Point,  were  triangulated  to  serve  as  a  permanent  base- 
line for  the  survey.  The  calculated  distance  between  the  monument  and  Patterson's 
Point  was  found  to  be  4,555.6H  feet ;  a  drill-hole,  half  an  inch  in  diameter  and  one  inch 
deep,  cut  in  the  coping-stone  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  rauuument.  indicates  the 
southeast  base  of  this  line.  The  northwest  base  is  located  near  the  high-water  line  at 
Patterson's  Point,  and  is  indicatad  also  by  a  drill-hole,  one  inch  deep  and  half  an  inch 
diameter,  cut  into  the  solid  ledge  and  marked  ^  XII."  The  triangnlation  of  the  prin- 
cipal points  shown  on  this  plau  was  then  scarted  from  this  base-line.  The  shore-line, 
wharves,  &c.,  were  surveyed  by  using  the  telemeter.  All  tbe^e  telemeter-stations  were 
conspicuously  marked  with  white  paint,  with  a  view  to  using  them  afterward  as  de- 
partures for  the  numerous  ranges  on  which  soundings  were  taken.  All  the  sound- 
ings were  intersected  and  located  by  transit  angles.  The  soundings  are  expressed  in 
feet  and  tenths  of  feet,  and  refer  to  mean  low  water,  the  plane  of  reference  adopted 
for  this  survey,  which  is  the  same  as  that  detormiued  and  adopted  by  the  United 
States  Coast  Survey.  The  bench  for  this  plane  was  transferred  from  the  United 
States  (^oast  Survey  bench  to  the  stone  foundation  wall  of  W.  Pitcher  &  Sons'  store- 
house at  the  head  of  Simpson's  wharf.  It  is  marked  by  a  horizontal  notch  and 
drill-hole,  half  an  inch  diameter  and  one  inch  deep,  cut  in  a  stone  of  the  northeast 
wall  of  said  building,  about  three  feet  above  the  ground  and  one  and  one-half  feet 
south  of  the  door  at  the  northerly  corner.  It  is  marked  B.  M.  19.67,  and  it«  eleva- 
tion above  moan  low  water  is  19.67  feet.  Rise  of  mean  high  water  above  the  plane  of 
reference  is  9.7  feet.  The  extreme  northwesterly  part  of  Belfast  Bay  where  the 
Passagassawakeag  River  empties  into  it,  forms  the  harbor  of  Belfast.  The  area 
of  this  harbor  is  limited  northwardly  by  the  bridge  across  the  Passagassawakeag 
River,  southerly  by  the  proposed  breakwat-er,  easterly  and  westerly  by  the  high- 
water  lines,  and  contains  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  About  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  this  area  is  available  for  the  anchorage  of  vessels  of  from  six 
to  fifteen  feet  draught  at  low  water.  The  harbor  is  exposed  to  the  southeasterly 
winds,  ranging  from  south-southeast  to  east-by-south,  true  bearing,  but  well  pro- 
tected from  all  others.  A  channel,  of  a  width  of  250  feet  and  13  feet  depth  at  mean 
low  water,  runs  up  in  the  middle  of  the  harbor  as  far  as  Simpson's  wharf,  from 
which  it  turns  gradually  toward  the  westerly  shore,  increasing  also  in  depth,  np  t-o 
Frederick's  wharf,  where  there  is  24  feet  at  mean  low  water;  from  hei-e  it  runs 
parallel  to  the  shore  up  to  the  head  of  the  harbor,  the  draw-bridge.  The  approach  to 
the  wharves  in  the  upper  part  of  the  harbor  is  thus  unobstructed.  The  Ibwer  wharves, 
viz,  Sanford's  and  Simpson's  wharves,  the  landings  of  the  Boston  and  Bangor,  and  the 
Portland  and  Bangor  steamers,  are  obstructed  by  largo  Hats,  which  project  from 
three  hundred  to  four  hundred  feet  beyond  these  wharves.  It  is  proposed  to  excavate 
these  flats  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  and  thereby  facilitate  the  move- 
ments of  these  steamers  which  arrive  here  daily  and  do  the  largest  part  of  the  bnsineas 
of  the  place.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  harbor  these  steamers  are  frequently 
detained  several  hours  at  low  water  in  reaching  or  leaving  the  wharves.  The  excava- 
tion of  these  flats  should  commence  at  the  westerly  side  and  lower  portion  of  the 
harbor  and  be  carried  up  about  two  hundred  feet  above  Simpson's  wharf,  a  dist-ance 
of  about  two  thousand  seven  hundred  feet.  At  this  point  a  ledge  crops  out  from 
the  shore  and  extends  up  as  far  as  D.  Lane's  wharf,  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet.  It  projects  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  outside  of  the  above- 
mentioned  wharf,  and  has  3.4  feet  of  water  on  its  shoalest  point  at  mean  low  water. 
This  ledge  was  generally  sup^msed  to  be  of  small  extent,  bnt  a  careful  survey  of 
the  same  developed  the  fact  that  it  covers  a  large  area,  and  that  it  would  require 
for  its  removal — 

Cabio  yards. 

To  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water 4,675 

To  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  mean  low  water 1,575 

To  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low  water 860 

To  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low  water ■ 420 

The  great  cost  involved  by  the  removal  of  this  ledge  to  a  greater  depth  than  7  feet 
at  mean  low  water  does  not  seem  to  be  proportionate  to  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
therefrom. . 

It  is  therefore  proposed  to  remove  this  ledge  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low  water, 
to  the  proposed  line,  limiting  the  improvements  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan. 
The  maneuvering  of  vessels  in  that  vicinity  would  thereby  be  greatly  facilitated,  and  it 
would  to  some  extent  benefit  the  lower  portion  of  the  harbor,  by  allowing  the  current 
at  ebb-tide^  to  scour  this  area,  preventing  reshoaling.  In  the  present  condition  of  the 
harbor,  exposed  as  it  is  to  southeasterly  blows,  vessels  have  to  leave  their  moorings  at 
the  wharves  and  anchor  in  the  upper  part  of  the  harbor,  whenever  the  wind  blows 
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fresh  from  the  sontheast.  The  accommodations,  however,  are  limitedi  and  only  a  small 
number  of  vessels  can  find  shelter  there.  To  make  the  lower,  and  by  far  larger  portion 
of  the  harbor  available  for  safe  anchorage  during  southeast  winds,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  build  breakwaters,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan.  These  breakwaters 
are  described  as  follows  :  Starting  from  a  point  of  ledge  on  the  Belfast  shore,  55  feet 
north  of  McGilvery's  wharf,  it  runs  in  a  direction  north  A2\^  east,  or  nearly  northeast, 
true  bearing.  Its  top,  10  feet  wide,  is,  in  reference,  14  feet  above  mean  low  water.  It 
is  proposed  to  build  this  breakwater  of  riprap,  with  an  outward  slope  of  2  feet  horizon- 
tal to  1  foot  vertical,  and  an  inward  slope  (toward  the  harbor)  of  1  foot  horizontal  to 
1  foot  vertical.  The  length  on  top  will  be  1,500  feet.  The  breakwater  proposed  from 
Patterson's  Point  (A  Station  XIJ)  runs  in  a  direction  south  18^°  west,  or  nearly  south- 
southwest  true  bearing.  Its  cross- section  will  be  the  same  as  above  described,  and  will  be 
900  feet  long  on  top.  In  the  estimates  allowance  has  been  made  for  a  settlement  of  the 
breakwaters  of  5  feet  into  the  soft  bottom.  The  width  of  the  entrance  will  be  800  feet. 
The  line  through  the  two  heads  has  a  direction  south  7*2f^  east,  north  721°  west,  or  nearly 
east-by-south  half-south  true  bearing.  There  is,  conseqneutly,  but  a  small  exposure  to 
the  most  dangerous  winds  southeast.  The  width  of  the  southeast  wave  which  can 
enter  between  the  two  heads  is  only  155  feet  at  high  water,  and  less  at  low  water,  and 
it  rolls  into  the  harbor  in  such  a  direction  as  not  to  endanger  the  safety  of  vessels,  the 
easterly  and  lower  portion  of  the  harbor  not  being  often  used  as  anchorage-ground, 
on  account  of  the  hard  bottom. 

Estimated  cost  of  improving  the  harhor  of  Belfast^  Jfe. 

I.  DREI>OIXO. 

The  excavation  of  large  flats,  extending  from  McGilvery's  ship-yard  to  Swan 
&,  Co.'s  wharf,  as  shown  by  the  red-shaded  area  on  the  accompanying 
plan,  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  will  require  the  removal  of 
115,000  cubic  yards  of  soft  mud,  as  measured  in  the  scows,  at  20  cents  per 
cubic  yard f 23, 000 

Add  for  contingencies,  say 2,000 

Total 25,000 

II.  ROCK-EXCAVATION. 

The  improvement  of  the  point  of  ledge  oif  Lane's  wharf,  outside  of  the  line 
limiting  the  improvements,  as  shown  on  the  plan,  (shaded  in  brown,)  to  a 
depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low  water,  will  require  the  removal  of  420  cubic 
yards,  at  $25  per  cubic  yard $10,500 

Add  for  contingencies,  say 1,500 

Total 12,000 

UI.   BRICAKWATERS. 

o.  Breakwater  from  Belfast  shore : 

126,515  tons  riprap,  at  $1.40  per  ton $177, 121 

Add  for  ouutiugencies,  say lf,879 

Total 195,000 

h.  Breakwater  from  Patterson's  Point : 

74,865  tons  riprap,  at  $1.40  per  ton $104,811 

Add  for  contingencies,  say 10,189 

Total 115,000 

RECAPITULATION. 

1.  For  dredging,  including  contingencies (25,000 

2.  For  rock-excavation,  including  contingencies 12, 000 

3.  Breakwaters,  including  ooutingencies 310,  OOC 

Total  coat  of  improvement 347,000 

Veiy  rwpeotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  BOTH, 

AiMtant  Engineer, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Thom, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineers, 
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COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

CusTOM-HocsE,  Belfast,  Mr., 

Collector's  Office,  November  18, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  respectfally  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  communication  of  date  the  10th 
instant,  in  which  yon  inquire — 

iBt.  What  amount  of  revenue  was  collected  at  our  port  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1875 ;  and 

2d.  What  amount  of  commerce  and  navigation  will  be  benefited  by  the  proposed 
improvements  of  our  harbor. 

In  reply  to  the  first  inquiry  I  will  say  that  in  this  collection-district,  and  mostly  at 
this  port,  there  was  collected  in  duty  on  imports,  for  the  year  endins  June  30, 1875, 
$2,294.98.  Allow  me  also  to  add  in  this  connection,  that  our  coin  collections  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  did  not  come  nearly  up  in  amount  to  what  is  usually  collected  in  this 
district  in  the  same  period  of  time.  In  the  year  ending  June  30,  ltf?3,  we  collected  on 
import  duties  $8,045.86 ;  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 1^4,  $4,827.18 ;  and  we  have  col- 
lected since  June  30, 1875,  $4,130.36. 

For  answer  to  your  second  inquiry,  I  shall  have  to  depend  in  a  measure  upon  our 
men  here  who  are  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation,  as  our  official  records  do  not 
furnish  the  necessary  data,  and  having  consulted  tbem  in  the  matter,  it  is  judged  that 
there  have  been  four  hundred  and  fifty  freight-carrying  sail- vessels  entered  our  port  in 
the  past  year,  and,  as  the  same  number  would  leave  here,  and  that  nearly  all,  arriving 
and  leaving,  are  laden  with  cargoes  embracing  in  the  aggregate  the  various  kinds  of 
merchandise,  this  statement  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  our  commerce.  The 
steamboat  navigation  to  and  from  this  port  consists  of  four  steamers :  two  Boston 
steamers  coming  into  this  place  four  times  each,  per  week ;  one  Portland  steamer  touch- 
ing here  six  times  per  week,  and  a  small  steamer  running  daily  from  here  east,  as  far  as 
Brooksville.  We  have  belonging  to  this  district  267  sailing-vessels,  87  of  them  hailing 
from  this  port.  There  were  built  at  this  place  in  the  yoar  ending  June  30, 1875, 11  ve^i- 
sels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  amounting  to  7,407.33  tons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARSHALL  DAVIS, 
Special  Deputy  CoUect4)r, 

General  GEO.  THOM, 

United  States  Bngineer  Office,  Portland,  Me, 


survey  of  ipswich  river  and  harbor,  massachusetts. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me.^  December  6, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  on  the 
survey  of  Ipswich  Eiver  and  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  with  estimates  of 
cost  for  its  improvement,  as  called  for  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March 3, 1875,  "making  appropriations  for  the  repair,  preservation,  and 
completion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other 
purposes.'^  This  survey  was  made  in  June  and  July,  1875,  under  my 
instructions,  by  my  assistant  engineer,  Mr.  Sophus  Haagensen;  and 
his  report,  with  accompanying  map  of  the  river,  from  its  'mouth  np  to 
Averell's  wharf,  at  Ipswich,  on  a  scale  of  1  to  2000,  showing  the  projected 
improvements  and  the  estimated  cost  of  same,  also  prepared  ander  my 
supervision,  are  herewith  submitted.    • 

This  river  is  navigable  at  high  water,  from  its  mouth,  where  it  empties 
into  Plum  Island  Sound,  up  to  the  wharves  at  Ipswich,  a  distance  of 
three  miles.  The  entrance  to  this  river  is  now  about  one  mile  southeast 
of  Plum  Island,  in  Ipswich  Bay,  where  vessels  can  cross  the  "  outer 
bar"  in  6  feet  of  water  at  mean  low  water.  From  this  bar  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  a  distance  of  two  miles,  the  channel  deepens  and  offers  no 
obstruction  to  navigation ;  while  between  the  mouth  of  the  river  and 
Plum  Island  (in  Plum  Island  Sound)  there  is  anchorage  in  from  three 
to  five  fathoms  of  water.  On  entering  the  mouth  of  the  river,  between 
Little  Neck  and  Castle  Neck,  the  inner  bar,  opposite  Lower  Gravelly 
Point,  is  crossed,  where  the  channel  has  a  width  of  60  feet  for  a  depth 
of  4  feet  at  mean  low  water.    The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  titles  is  8.4 
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feet.  From  the  mouth  of  the  river  ap  to  Barras  Tarns,  a  distance  of 
two  miles,  there  is  an  unobstructed  channel  of  not  less  than  60  feet  in 
width  and  4  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  water,  (or  12^  feet  at  mean  high 
water;)  but,  from  Barras  Turns  up  to  the  Ipswich  wharves,  the  channel 
is  very  narrow  and  tortuous,  having  in  some  places  not  more  than  2  feet 
of  water  at  mean  low  water,  or  about  ten  and  a  half  feet  at  ordinary  high 
water.  The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  survey  of  Ipswich  River  and 
Harbor  calls  for  "estimates  of  cost  of  dredging  the  river,  so  as  to  give  9 
feet  depth  at  mean  low  water."  This  work  would  require  the  dredging 
of  the  whole  length  of  the  river,  from  its  mouth  up  to  the  wharves  in 
Ipswich,  together  with  the  excavation  of  a  large  quantity  of  ledge,  the 
cost  of  which,  for  a  channel  60  feet  in  width,  would  probably  be  not  less 
than  $300,000;  a  work  which,  if  its  accomplishment  should  be  deemed 
warranted  by  the  small  amount  of  commerce  that  would  be  benefited 
by  it,  would  prove  to  be  but  temporary  unless  maintained  in  its  full 
dimensions  by  constant  dredging.  But  this  is  not  deemed  practicable, 
as,  in  every  easterly  storm,  the  sand  outside  the  mouth  would  be  washed 
inside,  and  reproduce,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  the  inner  bar  near 
Gravelly  Point;  while  the  channel  across  the  outer  bar  is  so  variable 
in  depth  and  locality  that  any  attempt  toward  its  improvement  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  futile.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  had 
prepared  a  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  at  and  above  Bar- 
ras Turns,  by  which  the  same  depth  of  the  water  as  below  shall  be 
carried  up  to  the  wharves  at  Ipswich,  (that  is,  4  feet  at  mean  low  water,) 
for  a  width  of  not  less  than  60  feet,  so  that  vessels  of  12  feet  draught 
may  be  taken  up  there  at  ordinary  high  water,  the  greatest  depth  that 
it  would  be  practicable  to  maintain.  The  details  of  this  project  are  set 
forth  in  the  a<5Companyiug  report  of  my  assistant  engineer,  to  which 
attention  is  invited.  To  effect  this  improvement  would  require  work  to 
be  done  at  the  localities,  and  at  a  cost  estimated,  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Opening  a  new  channel  across  the  flats  at  "  Barras  Turns,"  reqairing  17,800 

cubic  yards  dredging,  at  30  cents  per  cnbic  yard ^ $5, 340 

2.  Riprap  stone  Jetty  at  ^*  Button  Point,"  requiring  800  tons  bowlders,  &c.,  at 

81  per  ton 800 

3.  Widening  and  deepening  the  channel  at  ''Labor  in  Vain,"  requiring  3,500 

cnbic  yards  dredging,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 1, 050 

4.  Excavation  of  ledge  in  niidchannel  opposite  Nabby's  Point,  140  cubic  yards, 

at  830  per  cubic  yard 4,200 

5.  3,100  cnbic  yards  dredging  on  shoal  between  Nabby's  Point  and  Rogers's 
Point,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 930 

6.  Hemoval  of  Heard^s  Point  Ledge  to  a  depth  of  two  feet  below  the  plane  of 
mean  low  water,  requiring  831  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  $12  per  cubic 

yard 9,972 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 2,708 

Total  ...i 25,000 

As  bearing  upon  the  facts  which  show  to  what  extent  the  commerce 
of  the  country  would  be  promoted  by  the  improvement  of  this  river  as 
above  projected,  I  will  state  that  1  am  informed  by  the  United  States 
collector  of  customs  of  this  district,  that  '^  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1875,  there  were  sixty  arrivals  of  coastwise  vessels  at  Ipswich, 
with  coal,  lumber,  lime,  &c.,  and  that  the  number  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  increased  if  the  proposed  improvements  were  made  in  Ipswich  River, 
and  much-needed  buoys  were  placed  at  the  bar  and  in  the  harbor. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  THOM, 
Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Brig.  General^  U.  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  t 

Chief  of  Engineersy  U.  S.  A.  Digitized  by  ^OOglC 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  SOPHUS  HAAGENSEN,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER- 

UxiTED  States  Engineer  Office, 

Purtlandy  Me,,  December  1,  lH7o. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  snrvey  of  Ipswich  River,  Massachu- 
setts, nmdo  in  pursuance  of  yoiir  instrnctions  of  June  12. 

A  general  reconnaissance  was  made  of  the  river  from  the  head  of  tide-water  ia  the 
town  of  Ipswich  to  Plum  Island  Sound  (Lohster  Rock  Point)  previous  to  the  more 
detailed  special  surveys. 

Upon  the  existing  topographical  sheet  of  the  environs  of  the  river,  United  States 
Coast  Survey  chart,  1857,  enlarged  -to  a  scale  of  1  to  2000,  were  plotted  the  location  of 
marks  established  along  the  river-banks;  random  soundings,  2,100  in  number,  were 
taken  in  166  lines,  located  by  the  aid  of  these  marks  and  plotted  upon  the  chart ;  from 
this  an  idea  was  formed,  as  to  which  parts  of  the  river  were  to  be  more  closely  exam- 
ined. 

Special  surveys  were  made  from  Barras  Island  to  Averill's  wharf,  a  distanoe  of  one 
mile,  shore-lines  were  surveyed  and  the  river  sounded ;  the  locality  of  each  sounding 
has  been  accurately  determined,  either  by  instrumental  intersections  or  by  a  measur- 
ing-lino ;  when  the  latter  was  used,  due  allowance  was  made  for  the  stretch  of  the  line. 
Numerous  borings  were  made  iu  order  to  determine  the  character  of  the  material  of  the 
bottom.  Where  ledge  was  found  soundings  were  taken  at  intervals  of  5  feet,  and  the 
thickness  of  the  covering-materials  determined,  so  as  to  delineate  correctly  the  ledge 
contours.  Pains  have  been  taken  to  mark  the  stations  occupied  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  can  afterward  be  identified ;  also  to  establish  permanent  benches  in  various  local- 
ities for  the  correct  re-establishment  of  the  plane  of  reference,  to  which  the  soundings 
are  reduced,  and  the  estimate  of  work  based  upon.  This  plane  is  the  mean  low  water 
averaged  from  57  consecutive  low  waters,  from  June  16  to  July  15,  inclusive  ;  a  com- 
plete set  of  tide  observations  were  taken  in  this  interval,  embracing  a  whole  lunation. 
The  tide-staff  was  placed  near  the  head  of  the  river  on  Dodge's  wharf  (staff  No.  1)  and 
the  result  of  the  observations  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Mean  rise  and  fall  of  all  tides  is 8.4  feet"^ 

Highest  high  water  observed 10.4  feet  I  Above  the  plane  of  refer- 
Lowest  high  water  observed 7.2  feet  [       ence  mean  low  water. 

Highest  low  water  observed 1.8  feet  j 

Lowest  low  water  observed 1.3  feet,  below  do. 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  determined  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey  in  1852  is  8.6 
feet,  differing  only  0.2  foot  from  the  present  value,  8.4  feet. 

Near  the  month  of  the  river,  on  Little  Neck  wharf,  another  tide-staff,  No.  2,  was 
observed  for  four  consecutive  high  and  low  waters,  simultaneous  with  staff  No.  1.  The 
rise  and  fall  was  found  the  same  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  as  at  Dodge's  wharf,  three 
miles  up  river;  consequently  8.4  added  to  the  sounding  on  the  map  will  give  the  cor- 
responding high-water  soundings  throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  river,  repre- 
sented on  the  map  accompanying  this  report.  The  following  bench-marks  were 
established : 

At  Little  KecJc^^AhvaBB  bolt  set  in  a  large  bowlder  near  the  northeast  comer  of  Little 
Neck  wharf;  the  top  of  the  bolt  is  in  ref.  9.71  feet  above  mean  low  water. 

At  Jordan^s  HiJL^A  brass  bolt  set  in  a  large  bowlder  12  feet  sontheast  from  a  lone 
oak  tree ;  the  top  of  the  bolt  is  in  ref.  12.02  feet  above  mean  low  water. 

At  Heard^s  Point. — A  brass  bolt  set  in  the  ledge,  100  feet  southwest  of  the  ring-bolt  on 
the  highest  part  of  the  rock.  The  reference  of  the  bolt  is  968  feet  above  mean  low 
water.  This  bolt  also  marks  the  south  base  in  the  special  snrvey  of  Heard's  Point, 
while  the  rin^-bolt  marks  the  north  base. 

The  following  maps  have  been  prepared : 

1.  Map  showing  channel  at  "  Barras  Turns,"  scale Ito   1000 

2.  Map  showing  "Labor  iu  Vain,"  and  "The  Shoal,"  scale Ito  1000 

3.  Map  of  channel  round  "Heard's  Point,"  scale Ito     400 

4.  Map  of  ledge  in  the  channel  at  "Labor  in  Vain,"  scale Ito     100 

5.  Heard's  Point,  ledge  contour,  1  foot  eq  nidistance,  scale Ito     100 

6.  Map  of  "  Outer  Bar,"  at  the  entrance  to  Ipswich  River,  scale 1  tolOUOO 

'7.  Report  drawing,  map  of  Ipswich  River  from  Plum  Island  Sound  to  Aver- 
ill's wharf,  showing  proposed  improvements  scale Ito  2000 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  RIVER-CHANNEL. 

The  entrance  t^  Ipswich  River  is  at  present  one  mile  sontheast  of  Plam  Island  in 
Ipswich  Bay.  There  vessels  have  to  cross  the  "  Outer  Bar,"  over  which  there  is  6  feet 
of  water  at  mean  low  water,  passing  which  the  channel  deepens,  and  is  unobstracted 
till  the  month  of  the  river  is  reached.  Between  this  and  the  south  point  of  Plum 
Island  there  is  anchorage  in  3  to  5  fathoms  of  wate(.    Leaving  the  Anoborage-groand 
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and  enteriag  the  river-mouth  between  "Little  Neck"  and  ''Castle  Neck,"  the  "  Inner 
Bar"  must  be  crossed  off  "  Lower  Gravelly  Point."  Through  this  bar  there  is  a  ohan- 
uel  60  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water.  From  the  inner  bar  there  is  an 
iiDobstructed  4-foot  channel,  of  not  less  than  60  feet  width,  running  in  a  meandering 
coarse  through  marshes  as  far  as  the  beginning  of  "  Barras  Turns,"  which  is  two  milea 
distant  by  the  river-channel  from  the  inner  bar  in  a  direction  west-southwest.  At 
this  point  the  navigable  4-foot  channel  practically  ends;  and  the  river-channel 
must  be  improved  throughout  its  entire  length  from  "  Barras  Turns'*  to  the  wharvea 
in  Ipswich,  in  order  to  make  it  correspond  with  the  two-mile  long  channel  below  "  Bar- 
rss  Turns,"  i.  e.  to  procure  a  practicable  towing-chaunel  tiO  feet  wide  and  not  less  than 
4  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  allowing  vessels  of  12  feet  draught  to  be  taken  to  the 
wharves  in  Ipswich  on  the  top  of  an  ordinary  high  tide.  The  special  surveys  have 
been  made  with  a  view  of  estimating  the  amount  of  work  and  probable  cost  of  mak- 
ing such  a  channel.  An  estimate  has  also  been  prepared  for  a  channel  9  feet  deep  at 
meao  low  water,  which  was  called  for  by  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  this  sur- 
vey. This  work  would  involve  the  dredging  of  the  entire  length  of  the  river  from 
Plum  Island  Sound  to  the  wharves  in  Ipswicn,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  and  the  ex- 
cavation of  ledges  in  the  upper  part  of  tne  channel,  requiring  the  removal  by  dredging 

of  !i^,000  cubic  yards  of  sand-gravel,  at  30  cents  ner  cubic  yard $60, 000 

By  submarine  blasting  of  6, 700  cubic  yards  of  leoge,  at  |30  per  cubic  yard . .  201, 000 
Add  for  contingencies 39,000 

Total 300,000 

This  would  be  the  probable  cost  of  a  towing-channel  of  60  feet  width  and  9  feet 
depth  at  mean  low  water.  This  chaunel  could  not  be  kept  open  except  by  constant 
dredging,  as  in  every  easterly  storm  the  sand  from  the  outside  would  wash  in  and  re- 
produce the  inner  bar  off  Gravelly  Point.*  The  changeable  nature  of  the  channel 
throQgh  the  sands  outside  "  Castle  Neck"  is  also  a  strong  argument  against  a  deep  arti- 
ficial channel  in  the  river.  From  an  examination  of  this  channel  made  July  12,  the 
following  facts  seemed  to  be  proved : 

1.  That  this  channel  is  now  about  one-half  a  mile  nearer  the  south  point  of  Plum 
Island  than  it  was  in  1852. 

2.  That  the  bar,  which  in  1«52  crossed  the  channel  of  the  red  buoy  No.  4,  (see  United 
States  Coast  Survey  chart  of  Ipswich  and  Annisqnam  Harbors,  published  1857,)  has 
lieen  advancing,  and  is  now  crossing  the  chaunel  between  red  buoy  No.  2  and  black 
buov  No.  1. 

That  the  bar  has  not  even  maintained  its  relative  height ;  while  7^  feet  could  be 
carried  over  it  in  1852,  now  only  6  feet  can  be  carried,  showing  a  shoaling  of  1^  feet. 
It  is,  therefore,  believed  that  a  9-foot  channel  in  the  river  could  not  be  maintained  ex- 
cept by  constant  expensive  dredging,  entirely  disproportionate  to  the  value  of  such 
channel  for  commerce.  In  the  fofiowing,  reference  will  only  be  made  to  the  continua- 
tion of  the  natural  4-foot  channel. 

a.  At  Banraa  Twrif*.— Here  the  channel  makes  two  abrupt  turns  at  right  angles,  leav- 
ing two  projecting  points  of  sand-flats,  one  on  each  side  of  the  channel;  although  the 
points  are  marked  by  buoys,  vessels  generally  ground  on  one  of  them,  owing  partly  to 
the  abrupt  turns  and  partly  to  the  crosswise  current  at  high  water,  when  the  flats  are 
covered.  It  is  not  believed  that  dredging  of  the  points  would  remedy  this  difficulty  ; 
neither  would  the  improvement  be  permanent,  as  the  flats  would  probably  resume 
their  present  shape  after  dredging.  It  is  proposed  to  make  a  straight  cut  from  the 
chaunel  outside  "  Button  Point "  to  the  straight  portion  of  the  river-channel  below 
"The  Turns,"  and  secure  the  permanency  of  this  new  channel  by  a  jetty  from  Button 
Point  across  the  old  channel,  in  which  a  part  of  the  excavated  material  could  be 
damped.    This  work  would  require  the  removal  of  17,800  cubic  yards,  mostly  saud,  at 

an  estimated  cost  of  30  cents  per  cubic  yard $5,340 

And  the  building  of  a  riprap  jetty,  800  tons  pf  bowlders,  which  may  be  taken 

from  the  adjaeent  shores  at  a  cost  of  %\  per  ton 800 

Total $6,140 

h.  At  Labor  in  Fain.— The  narrow  channel  between  Butt.on  Point  and  Nabby's  Point 
is  called  *' Labor  in  Vain,"  probably  from  the  difficulty  in  navigation.  This  channel 
runs  at  the  foot  of  a  40-foot  high- wooded  bluff,  causing  baffling  winds.  For  half  of  its 
length  it  is  obstructed  by  a  shoal,  reducing  the  depth  of  the  present  channel  2  feet  at 
mean  low  water.  To  widen  this  part  of  the  river-channel  to  60  feet,  and  procure  a 
depth  of  4  feet  would  require  an  amount  of  dredging  estimated  at  3,500  cubic  yards, 
at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard,  $1,050.  Opposite  Nabby's  Point  there  is  a  ledge  in  mid- 
channel  with  only  2.4  feet  of  water  over  its  highest  part ;  the  channel  is  nere  7  feet 
deep  above  and  below  the  ledj^e,  and  several  vessels  have  been  "  hogged"  by  grounding 
on  this  ledge  during  the  ebb  tide.    Its  removal  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  ^ean  low  water 
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is  recommended,  which  would  reqaire  the  excavation  of  140  cubic  yards  of  ledj^e,  at 
|30  per  cnbic  yard,  $4,200. 

0.  The  Shoah. — Aboat  midway  between  Nabby's  Point  and  Rogers's  Point,  there  is  a 
rshoal  consistinff  of  sand,  gravel,  and  bowlders,  which  only  leave  a-  narrow  und 
crooked  2-foot  cnannel.  The  red-shaded  area  shows  a  location  of  a  60- foot  wide  cbao- 
nel,  which  it  is  believed  can  be  excavated  to  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low  vat^r, 
without  necessitating  any  ledge  excavation.  It  would  require  the  removal  by  dredg- 
iiig  of  3,100  cubic  yards  of  sand,  p^ravel,  and  bowlders,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  30  cents 
per  cubic  yard,  |930.    The  best  place  to  deposit  the  material  is  ^'  French's  Cove,"  op- 

Cite  Nabby's  Point ;  the  flats  have  an  elevation  of  1.5  feet  above  mean  low  water,  or 
'e  about  7  feet  of  water  at  an  ordinary  high  water.  It  is  estimated  that  10,000  cq* 
bic  yards  of  material  can  be  easily  deposited  on  the  flats  opposite  '*  Labor  in  Vain,' 
as  near  Nabby's  Point  as  practicable. 

d,  ffeartPB  Point — There  is  a  ledge  projecting  into  the  river  opposite  Dodge's  wharf, 
causing  an  acute  bend  in  the  river-chanliel.  It  rises  almost  perpendicularly  out  of  the 
river  from  the  low-water  line  to  a  height  of  13  feet  above  mean  low  water,  or  about  5 
feet  above  high-water  mark.  The  danger  in  hauling  round  this  point  is  the  doae  prox- 
imity (120  feet  at  high  water,  100  feet  at  low  water)  of  a  similar  rocky  point  projecting 
iirom  the  opposite  shore,  Rogers's  Point,  and  not  unfreqnently  have  vessels  been  caught 
by  the  tide  and  hung  up,  with  bow  and  stern  on  the  two  ledges,  across  a  strong  cor- 
«ent.  To  remove  the  outer  end  of  Heard's  Point  would  greatly  relieve  the  danger  of 
navigating  this  diflScult  part  of  the  river.  As,  however,  the  channel  above  Heard's 
Point  rapidly  decreases  in  depth,  and  none  of  the  wharves  above  have  more  than  2 
feet  of  water  at  mean  low  water,  the  greater  part  less,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
carry  the  excavation  below  the  2-foot  grade,  t.  e.,  allowing  vessels  of  10-foot  draught 
to  pass  this  point  at  high  water.  Still  this  excavation  on  the  proposed  line  40  feet 
back  of  the  high-water  line,  would  require  the  removal  of  831  cul>ic  yards  of  ledge,  at 
a  cost  of  $12  per  cubic  yard,  ^,972. 

RECAPITULATION. 

To  procure  a  channel  60  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep,  at  mean  low  water,  or  12.4  feet  at 
mean  high  water,  as  far  as  Heard's  Point,  requires : 

Dredging, 

A  channel  at  Barras  Turns : 
17,800  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard $5,340 

Widening  and  deepening  Labor  in  Vain  : 
3,500  cubic  yards  at  30  cents  per  cnbic  yard 1,050 

A  channel  through  The  Shoals : 
3,100  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 930 

'^  '  r,3a) 

Building  of  a  Jetty  at  Button  Point : 
800  tons  of  riprap,  at  $1  per  ton 800 

Removal  of  ledge  in  channel  at  Labor  in  Vain : 
140  cubic  yards,  at  $30  per  cnbic  yard 4,200 

Removal  of  Heard's  Point  to  a  depth  of  2  feet  at  mean  low  water,  or  10 
feet  at  mean  high  water :  ^ 

831  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  $12  per  cubic  yard 9,973 

^Contingencies,  say 2,7(^ 

Total 25,0iX) 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOPHUS  HAAGENSEN, 

Aanietant  Engineer. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Gro.  Thom, 

Lieutenant-  CoUm  el  of  Engineers, 


I 
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UTS  CoNGEESS, »    HOUSE  OF  KEPEBSENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doo. 
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LEAK    IN    HIGH-SERVICE    RESERVOIR,   WASHINGTON 

AQUEDUCT. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY   OF   WAR, 


TRANSMITTINO 


A  letter  from  Chief  of  Engineers^  reporting  leak  in  the  high-service  reservoir^ 
and  recommending  an  appropriation  of  HyOOO  for  immediate  repair  of 
same. 


Jaxuary  18, 1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  AppropriatioDB  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


^  Wae  Department,  January  14, 1876. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives a  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
reporting  the  discovery  of  a  leak  in  the  high-service  reservoir  of  the 
Washington  aqaedact,  and  the  condition  of  the  reservoir,  as  disclosed 
by  an  examination  and  indicated  on  the  accompanying  sketch,  and 
recommendingMkn  appropriation  of  $4,000  to  put  the  reservoir  in  proper 
condition  for  use  of  the  citizens  of  Georgetown,  as  well  as  for  the  pro- 
tection of  property  in  case  of  fire. 
An  immediate  appropriation  of  $4,000  is  respectfully  recommended. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtonj  D.  C,  January  11, 1876. 

Sib:  It  is  reported  to  this  Office  that  a  leak  has  been  discovered  in 
the  high-service  reservoir  of  the  Washington  aqueduct,  upon  the  heights 
of  Georgetown.  At  the  time  of  its  discovery  the  reservoir  contained 
one  million  gallons  of  water,  which  was  rapidly  emptied  into  the  low- 
service  mains,  and  an  examination  of  the  bottom  showed  several  cracks 
in  the  concrete  covering,  through  which  the  water  issued.  (See  sketch 
herewith.) 

It  is  not  practicable  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  leak  until  the  work 
of  repairing  is  commenced.    The  cracked  portion  of  the  bottom  will 
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have  to  be  removed,  and  as  the  clay  beneath  it  is  probably  andermined, 
either  concrete,  grout,  or  paddle  must  be  used  to  replace  it. 

It  is  possible  that  the  action  of  the  steam-pump  put  up  by  the  Dis- 
trict government  for  forcing  the  water  in  the  reservoir  may  have 
started  the  joints  of  the  supply-pipe  and  thus  have  caused  the  leakage. 

It  will  probably  cost  about  $4,000  to  repair  the  damage,  since  the 
whole  surface  of  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  should  be  covered  with 
concrete  to  the  thickness  of  about  one  foot. 

The  balance  remaining  of  the  existing  appropriation  for  maintenance 
and  repair  of  the  aqueduct  ($6,400)  is  barely  sufficient  to  meet  thensoal 
expenses  of  the  work  untU  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  cannot^ 
therefore,  be  applied  to  the  present  repairs  without  creating  a  deficiency. 
I  have,  tnerefore,  in  view  of  the  exigency  of  the  case  and  the  immedi- 
ate necessity  for  placing  the  reservoir  in  proper  condition,  not  only  for 
use  of  the  citizens  of  Georgetown,  immediately  interested,  but  for  the 
protection  of  property  in  case  of  fire,  to  recommend  that  Congress  be 
asked  to  appropriate  the  requisite  sum  for  the  purpose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUMPHREYS, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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i  Ex.  Do(! 
)    No.  73. 


MONEY  DEPOSITS  WITH  ARMY  PAYMASTERS. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE  CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 


TRANSMITTIXG 


A  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  for  such  legislation  as  icill  enable  them 
to  make  deposits  of  money  with  Army  paymasters. 


Jaxuaky  20,  1676.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


War  Department,  January  17, 1870. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  Las  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  in 
connection  with  petition  relating  to  the  same  subject  transmitted  De- 
cember 31  last,  petition  of  Capt.  Arthur  W.  Allyn,  Sixteenth  Regiment 
of  United  States  Infantry,  and  others,  for  such  legislation  as  will  enable 
officers  of  the  Army  to  make  deposits  of  money  with  Army  paymasters. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 


To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  Vfar : 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  respectfully  request  that,  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  you  will  procure  such  legislation  as  will  enable  officers  of 
the  Army  to  make  deposits  of  money  with  Army  paymasters,  subject  to 
the  same  restrictions  and  provisions  as  to  interest,  forfeiture,  &c.,  as  are 
now  authorized^  for  enlisted  men,  with  the  single  exception  that  officers 
be  allowed  to  withdraw  their  deposits  on  the  completion  of  each  and 
every  term  of  five  years'  ser^ice. 

Such  a  law,  it  is  believed,  would  enable  officers  having  families,  or 
others,  dependent  upon  them,  to  make  much  jnore  certain  provision  for 
their  heirs  than  is  now  possible  with  life-insurance  companies,  or  in 
other  commercial  ventures. 

ARTHUR  W.  ALLYN, 

Caj>tain  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
S.  K.  MAHON, 
First  Lieutenant  Sixteenth  Jnfantry. 
CLAYTOX  HALE, 

Captain  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
WM.  H.  VINAL, 
First  Lieutenant  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
I.  O.  SHELBY, 
Second  Lieutenant  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

WILLIAM  LASSITER, 
Second  Lieutenant  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
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44th  Conoeess,  ^    HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES.   (  Ex.  Doo. 
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ISSUE  OF  CLOTHING  TO  FIVE   SOLDIERS  OF  COMPANY  0, 
SIXTH  UNITED  STATES  CAVALKY. 


LETTER 

FROM  THE 

CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

TRANSMITTING 

Proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey^  held  in  camp  on  Washita  River ^  Texa^^ 
April  15, 1875,  to  investigate  the  causes  of  afire  at  the  same  place  and 
datCj  and  recommending  that  a  gratuitous  issue  of  clothing  he  made  to  five 
soldiers  of  Company  C,  Sixth  Cavalry,  in  place  of  that  destroyed  by  the 

fire, 

January  18,  1?76. — Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  bo 

printed. 


Wab  Department,  January  12, 1876. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  Uoaseof  Representatives 
copy  of  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  convened  at  the  camp  on  the 
Washita  Kiver,  Texas,  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1875,  to  investigate 
the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  by  fire  which  occnrred  at  camp  on 
Washita  River,  Texas,  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1876,  of  cloth  ng 
belonging  to  five  enlisted  men  of  Company  C,  Sixth  Regiment  of  United 
States  Cavalry,  with  the  recommendation  that  a  bill  be  passed  (draught 
inclosed)  authorizing  the  issue  of  clothing  equal  in  amount  to,  and  in 
lieu  of,  that  lost  by  them. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerk. 


JOINT  RESOLUTION  authorizing  an  iBsne  of  clothing  to  certain  enlisted  men  of 
Company  **C,"  Sixth  United  States  Cavalry. 

Be  it  resolved  by  ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Jtnerica 
in  Congress  assembledf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
idsne  to  certain  enlisted  men  of  Company  **C,'^  Sixth  Regiment  of  United  States  Cavalry, 
clothing  in  lieu  of,  and  equal  in  amount  to,  that  lost  by  them  at  the  fire  which  occurred 
iu  camp  on  Washita  River,  Texas,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
beventy-five,  as  shown  and  recommended  by  the  board  of  survey,  convened  at  camp 
on  Washita  River,  Texas,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  by  orders  dated  Headquarters,  camp  on  Washita  River,  Texas,  of  date  of  April 
fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  aud  seventy-live. 
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Personally  appeared  before  me,  0.  Gardiner,  second  lieutenant  Nine- 
teenth Infantry,  post-adjutant.  First  Sergeant  Joseph  M.  Warner, 
Company  H,  Sixth  Cavalry,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  on. the  15th  day  of  April,  1875,  being  then  encamped  on  the  Washita 
Kiver,  Texas,  with  his  company,  a  fire  occurred,  in  which  were  de- 
stroyed the  following  articles  of  clothing  issued  to  him  by  the  United 
States  as  part  of  his  uniform  as  a  soldier,  viz:  1  army-overcoat,  1  for- 
age-cap, 1  pair  trousers,  (cavalry,)  1  blousa,  (lined,)  and  1  pair  of  boots, 
B.  S.,  while  he,  said  Sergeant  Joseph  M.  Warner,  was  in  the  execation 
of  his  duty,  aiding  to  save  the  camp  from  total  destruction  by  said  fire. 

And  deponent  further  says  that  it  was  through  no  fault  or  neglect  ou 
his  part  that  the  above-enumerated  articles  were  destroyed. 

JOSEPH  M.  WARNER, 
First  Sergeant  Company  C,  SMh  Cavalry. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1875. 

C.  GARDINER, 
Second  Lieutenant  Nineteenth  Infantry^  Post- Adjutant, 

I  certify  that  paragraph  1031,  Revised  Regulations  1863,  has  been 
complied  with. 

D.  MADDEN, 
Captain  Sixth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Company  C, 


D. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Second  Lieutenant  C.  Gardiner,  Nine- 
teenth Infantry,  post-adjutant,  George  W.  Horton,  sergeant  Company 
C,  Sixth  Cavalry,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says  that  while  encamped  on  Washita  River,  Texas,  while  in  pursuit  of 
Indians,  a  prairie-fire  occurred,  in  which  was  destroyed  the  following- 
named  articles  of  clothing,  the  same  being  a  portion  of  the  uniform 
issued  to  him  by  the  United  States :  1  overcoat,  1  blouse,  1  shirt,  1  pair 
drawers,  1  pair  stockings,  1  pair  overalls.  Further  the  deponent  says 
that  it  was  through  no  fault  or  neglect  on  his  part  that  the  said  cloth- 
ing was  destroyed,  he  being  at  the  time  endeavoring  to  prevent  the 
total  destruction  of  the  camp. 

G.  W.  HORTON, 
Sergeant  Company  C,  Si^th  Cavalry. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  Camp  Supply,  Indian  Territory, 
this  7th  day  of  May,  1875. 

C.  GARDINER, 
Second  Lieutenant  Nineteenth  Infantry,  Fost-AdjutanU 

I  certify  that  paragraph  1031,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  1863, 
ha«  been  complied  with. 

1).  MADDEN, 
Captain  Sixth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Company  C. 
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B. 

Personally  appeared  before  rae,  Second  Lieutenant  0.  Gardiner,  Nine- 
teenth Infantry,  post-adjutant,  Charles  W.  Talmadge,  sergeant  Com- 
pany C,  Sixth  Cavalry,  who,  beiug  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes 
and  says  that  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1875,  while  encamped  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Washita  Kiver,  while  in  pursuit  of  Indians,  a  prairie-fire 
occurred  in  the  above  said  camp ;  and  while  he,  the  said  Sergeant  C. 
W.  Talmadge,  was  employed  or  engaged  in  trymg  to  save  the  entire  camp 
from  total  destruction,  the  following  personal  property  was  destroyed, 
viz :  1  army-overcq^at;  2  army  bed-blankets,  the  same  being  a  part  of  his 
uniform  and  clothing  as  a  soldier,  issued  to  the  said  Sergeant  Talmadge ' 
by  the  United  States.  Deponent  further  says  that  it  was  through  no 
fault  or  neglect  on  his  part  that  the  above  said  articles  were  destroyed. 

CHAS.  W.  TALMADGE, 
Sergeant  Company  C,  iSixth  Cavalry. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1875. 

c.  ga:rdiner. 

Second  Lieutenant  Nineteenth  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 

I  certify  that  paragraph  1031,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  1863,  has 
been  complied  with. 

D.  MADDEN, 
Captain  Sixth  Cavalry. 


F. 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Second  Lieutenant  C.  Gardiner,  Nine- 
teenth Infantry,  post-adjutant,  Corporal  Chas.  A.  Howard,  Company 
C,  Sixth  Cavalr}*,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says  that  while  encamped  upon  the  Washita  River,  Texas,  on  the  15th 
day  of  April,  1875,  a  prairie-tire  occurred,  in  which  one  overcoat  was  de- 
stroyed, the  same  being  a  portion  of  the  uniform  issued  to  him  by  the 
United  States.  Further  the  deponent  says  that  it  was  through  no  fault 
or  neglect  on  his  part  that  the  overcoat  was  destroyed,  he  beiug  at  the 
time  on  guard. 

C.  A.  HOWARD, 
Corporal  Company  (7,  Sixth  Cavalry, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  rae  this  8th  day  of  May,  1875,  at 
Camp  Supply,  Indian  Territory. 

C.  GARDINER, 
Second  Lieutenant  Nineteenth  Infantry,  Post- Adjutant. 

I  certify  that  paragraph  1031,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  1863,  has 
been  complied  with. 

D.  MADDEN, 
Captain  Sixth  Cavalry. 

G. 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Second  Lieotenant  C.  Gardiner,  Nine- 
teenth Infantry,  post-adjutant,  George  D.  Thomas,  private.  Company 
C,  Sixth  Cavalry,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  "**'' 
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says  tbat  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1875,  while  encamped  upon  the 
Washita  River,  while  in  pursuit  of  Indians,  a  prairie-fire  occurred,  iu 
which  was  destroyed  one  army-overcoat,  the  same  being  a  portion  of  the 
uniform  issued  by  the  United  States  to  the  said  private  George  D. 
Thomas. 

Further  the  deponent  says  that  it  was  through  no  fault  or  neglect  on 
his  part  that  the  said  overcoat  was  destroyed. 

GEORGE  D.  THOMAS, 
Private^  Company  C,  ISiath  Cavalry. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1873,  at 
Gamp  Supply,  Indian  Territory.  • 

0.  GARDINER, 
Second  Lieutenant  Isineieenth  Infantry^  Post-Adjutant 

I  certify  that  paragraph  1031,  Revised  Army  Regulations  of  18G3, 
has  been  complied  with.. 

D.  MADDEN, 
Captain  Sixth  Cavalry,  Commanding  Company  C. 


Proceedings  of  a  hoard  of  survey  convened  pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No, 
— ,  at  camp  on  JVashita  River,  Texas,  April  15,  1875. 

Headquarters, 
Camp  on  Washita  Uiver,  Texa>s,  April  15, 1875. 

[Orders.] 

A  board  of  survey  will  convene  at  this  camp  at  10  o'clock  a.  in.  this 
day,  to  investigate  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  by  fire  of  cer- 
tain articles  of  ordnance-stores,  and  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  eqaip- 
age,  for  which  Captain  D.  Madden,  Sixth  Cavalry,  is  responsible. 

The  board  will  fix  the  responsibility  for  the  loss  iu  question,  and  make 
such  recommendations  as  circumstances  may  warrant,  to  replace  to  the 
men  of  Company  C,  Sixth  Cavalry,  the  clothing  lost  by  the  tire. 

DETAIL  FOR  THE  BOARD. 

First  Lieutenant  H.  F.  Winchester,  Sixth  Cavalr3\ 
First  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Kerr,  Sixth  Cavalry. 
Second  Lieutenant  Robert  Hanna,  Sixth  Cavalry. 
By  order  of  Major  James  Biddle,  Sixth  Cavalry,  commanding: 

R.  HANNA, 
Second  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry,  Acting  Adjutant 


Camp  on  WAseita  River,  Texas, 

April  15,  1875. 
The  board  continuing  in  session  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order,  all 
the  members  being  present. 

The  board  then  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  the  affidavits  hereanto 
prefixed,  and  marked  respectively  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  and  after  a  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  facts  elicited,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  fire  iiv  question  resulted  from  the  high  wind  prevailing  at  Ibe  time, 
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and  find  that  the  fact  of  the  loss  of  clothing  to  these  men  is  substan- 
tially as  is  stated  in  their  respective  affidavits. 

The  board  therefore  recommend  that  these  men  be  re-imbursed  in  the 
articles  of  clothing,  as  follows,  which  were  lost  in  the  fire : 


• 

Articles  of  clothing. 
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Remarks. 
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*^ 

J.  M  Warner  .  ... 

Utserf^eant... 
Sergeant 

C. 

Destroyed. 
Do. 

(J.  W.  Horton 

1 

1 

\ 

D. 

C.  W.  Taliuadge 

C  A.  Howard 

9 

E. 

Do. 

Corporal 

Private 

F. 

Do 

G.D.Thomaa 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

.... 

... 

G. 

Do. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  it,  the  board  adjourned  sine 
die. 

n.  F.  WINCHESTER, 
First  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry^  President. 
J.  B.  KERR, 
First  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry^  Member. 

R.  IlANNA, 

Second  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry^  Recorder. 

Headquarters  Cantonment, 

North  Fork  Red  River,  Texas, 

May  17,  1875. 

Examined  and  approved. 

JAMES  RIDDLE, 
Major  Sixth  Cavalry^  Commanding, 


[  Indorsements.  1 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  Chief  Quartermaster, 
Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans,,  July  13, 1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  assistant  adjutant  general  Department 
of  the  Missouri,  recommending  that  this  paper  be  referred  to  the  Quar- 
termaster-General, United  States  Army,  for  his  action. 

C.  H.  HOYT, 
Captain,  A.  Q,  M.,  Acting  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

F^ort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  July  23,  1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding   officer  cantonment  on 
Sweetwater,  Texas. 

The  requirements  of  paragraph  55,  appendix  B,  Revised  Army  Reg- 
ulations of  1863,  and  General  Orders  No.  13,  War  Department,  Adju- 
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tant-General's  Office,  of  February  18, 1S75,  which  relate  to  cases  of  this 
nature,  have  not  been  fully  complied  with. 
These  papers  to  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Pope. 

R.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraU 

Headquarters  Cantonment, 

Sweetwater^  Texa^,  August  7, 1875. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  proceedings  of  a  board  of 
survey,  covered  by  your  indorsement  on  the  said  paper  of  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, and  would  respectfully  state  that  the  further  action  directed  in  the 
same  is  not  practicable,  as  the  command  to  which  the  matter  pertains 
has  left  this  cantonment,  and  the  facilities  to  make  the  investigation 
and  secure  the  specific  information  in  question  are  not  by  me  obtainable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WILCOX, 
Captain  Fourth  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavemcorth,  Kans. 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Missouri, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Fort  Leavenicorth,  Kans,,  August  21, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of 
Arizoua. 
In  the  absence  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding, 

R.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral 

riEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  ARIZONA, 

Prescott,  October  18, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned,  (through  commanding  officer  Camp  Grant,  at 
whose  post  the  officers  detailed  on  this  board  are  now  stationed,)  for 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  paragraph  55,  Appendix  B,  K€- 
vised  Army  Regulations  of  1863,  and  General  Orders  No.  13,  War  De- 
partment, Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  February  18,  1875,  (copy 
inclosed.) 

By  comiband  of  Colonel  Kautz,  brevet  major-general  United  States 
Army. 

J.  P.  MARTIN, 
Assistant  AdjutantQeneral 

Headquarters  Camp  Grant,  A.  T., 
i.  November  6, 1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  Depart- 
ment of  Arizona.  Attention  invited  to  accompanying  proceedings  of 
board  of  survey  ordered  to  convene  at  this  post,  in  compliance  with 
preceding  indorsement. 

JAMES  BIDDLE, 
Major  Sixth  Cavalry,  Commanding, 
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Proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  convened  by  Special  Orders  Ifo.  122, 
cun-eni  soieSj  headquarters  Camp  Orant^  Arizona  Territory, 

Headquartees  Camp  Grant,  Arizona  Territory, 

October  29,  1875. 

[Special  Orders  No.  122.J 

A  board  of  survey  is  hereby  ordered  to  convene  at  tbis  post  at  12  m. 
to-day,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
iuto  consideration  indorsements  and  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey, 
(convened  at  headquarters  on  Washita  Kiver,  Texas,  April  15, 1875,) 
and  the  requirements  of  paragraph  55,  Appendix  B,  Kevised  Army 
Regulations  18G3,  and  General  Orders  13,  War  Department,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  series  1875. 

detail  for  the  board. 

• 
Captain  T.  C.  Tupper,  Sixth  Cavalry. 
First  Lieutenant  H.  P.  Perrine,  Sixth  Cavalry-. 
Second  Lieutenant  Thomas  B.  Nichols,  Sixth  Cavalry. 
By  order  of  Major  James  Biddle. 

THOMAS  B.  NICHOLS, 
Second  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry,  Post- Adjutant. 

Camp  Grant,  A.  T., 
\  October  29,  1875. 

The  board  met  pursuant  to  the  above  order. 

Present,  all  the  members. 

The  board  then  proceeded  to  carefully  read  paragraph  55,  Appendix: 
B,  Revised  Army  Regulations,  (1863,)  and  General  Orders  No.  13, 
^ya^  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  series  1875.  The  recorder 
was  then  instructed  to  address  the  communication  herewith  appended, 
and  marked  "A." 

The  board  then  adjourned,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  president. 

Camp  Grant,  A.  T., 

Novetnb^  5,  J  875. 
The  board  met  pursuant  to  CiUl  of  the  president. 
Present,  all  the  members. 

It  then  proceeded  to  a  consideration  of  the  communication  hereunto- 
appended,  and  marked  ^^  B,"  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  indorsement 
from  headquarters  Department  of  Missouri  has  been  complied  with, 
and  the  board  further  repeats  the  recommendation  of  the  board  con- 
vened at  camp  on  Washita  River,  Texas,  April  15, 1875. 
There  being  no  further  business,  the  board  adjourned  sine^die. 

T.  C.  TUPPER, 
Captain  Sixth  Cavalry^  President 
H.  P.  PERRINE, 
First  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry,  Member, 
Thomas  B.  Nichols, 

Second  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry,  Recorder. 

Approved : 

JAMES  BIDDLE,    • 
Major  Sixth  Cavalry,  Commanding^ 
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A. 

Camp  Grant,  Arizona, 

October  30, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  aui  directed  by  board  of  survey,  convened  by  Special  Orders  122, 
paragraph  I,  Headquarters  Camp  Grant,  A.  T.,  to  inquire  whether  the 
following-named  enlisted  n;en,  who  have  made  claim  against  the  United 
States  for  re-imbursement  for  loss  of  clothing  at  a  fire  at  a  camp  which 
you  commanded  on  the  Washita  Eiver,  Texas,  April  15, 1875,  were  act- 
ing under  your  orders,  and  in  the  execution  of  their  proper  duty,  at  the 
time  their  clothing  was  destroyed,  viz : 

Sergeants  J.  M»  Warner,  G.  W.  Horton,  C.  W.  Talmadge,  Corporal  C. 
A.  Howard,  and  Private  G.  D.  Thomas,  all  of  *'  C "  company.  Sixth 
Cavalry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  B.  NICHOLS, 
Second  Lieutenant  Sixth  Cavalry^  Recorder. 
Captain  D.  IVfADDEN, 

Sixth  United  States  Cavalry. 


B. 

Camp  Grant,  A.  T., 

November  1, 1875. 
•   Respectfully  returned,  with  the  information  that  the  within-named 
men  were  acting  under  my  orders  in  extinguishing  a  prairie-fire,  and 
that  they  sustained  the  loss  of  their  clothing  in  the  proper  discharge  of 
their  duty,  protecting  public  property. 

D.  MAliDEN, 
Captain  Sixth  Cavalry. 

[IndorsemeutB.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Arizona, 
Prescott^  November  20, 1875. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the 
Missouri,  inviting  attention  to  supplementary  proceedings  of  board  in- 
closed herewith. 

In  absence  of  the  colonel  and  brevet  major-general  commanding: 

J.  P.  MARTIN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  Kans,,  December  8, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  through 
office^of  the  assistant  adjutant-general  headquarter^  Military  Division 
of  the  Missouri. 
«  JNO.  POPE, 

Bvt.  Maj.  Oen.  U,  S.  A.,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Missouri, 

Chicago  J  December  11,  1875. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lieut.  Qen.j  Commanding. 
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War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

December  16,  1875. 
llespect fully  referred  to  the  Judge-Advocate-General^  for  remark,  in 
couuection  with  previous  opiuirtns  from  Bureau  of  Military  Justice  rela- 
tive to  losses  of  clothing  through  the  casualty  of  tire. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Adjutant' Oeneral, 

War  department. 
Bureau  of  Military  Justice, 

December  18,  1875. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General,  with  opinion  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  would  not  be  authorized  to  make  gratuitous  issues  of 
clothing  in  this  case,  under  paragraph  55,  amended  Army  RegulatiouA ) 
the  loss  not  having  been  primarily  cauaed  by  a  compliance  with  a  mili- 
tary order  requiring  or  necessitating  its  abandonment  or  destruction. 
Captain  Madden  indeed  states  that  the  enlisted  men  named  in  the 
papers  '^  were  acting  under  his  orders  in  extinguishing  a  prairioflre,  and 
that  they  sustained  the  loss  of  their  clothing  in  the  proper  discharge  of 
their  duty,  jirotecting  public  property." 

This  is  evidence  that  the  clothing  was  not  lost  by  any  fault  of  the  men, 
which  is  one  of  the  conditions  required  by  the  regulation  to  be  estab- 
lished. But  it  does  not  show  that  it  was  lost  by  reason  of  obedience  to, 
and  as  the  immediate  consequence  of,  orders  given,  but  that  the  loss 
was  occasioned  by  the  violence  of  the  elements. 

As  heretofore  held  in  similar  cases,  the  regulation  is  believed  to  be 
intended  to  indemnify  the  soldier  against  loss  by  military  acts  and 
ordei*s  solely,  and  not  against  the  operation  of  a  vis  major  or  actus  Dei. 
In  this  instance,  therefore,  it  is  concluded  that  relief  can  only  be  af- 
forded (as  it  has  frequently  in  fact  been  afforded)  by  special  act  of 
Congi-ess. 

W.  M.  DUNN, 
Judge-Advocate  Qeneral. 

War  Department, 
AdjutantGenbral's  Office, 
December  23, 1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  examination 
and  remark,  before  being  submitted  to  the  Secretarv  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  General 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

January  4, 1876. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.  The 
facts  established  by  the  board  of  survey  are  such  that  it  would  seem 
that  the  soldiers  should  have  the  relief  asked  for,  and  since,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Judge- Advocate-General,  the  case  is  not  provided  for  by  the 
regulations,  it  is  suggested  that  the  favorable  action  of  Congress  be 
recommended. 

IIUFDS  INGALLS, 
Acting  Quartermaster-Oeneral^ 
Srevet  Major-Oencral 
H.  Ex.  74 2 
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44th  Conobess,  )    HOUSE  OF  RBPEBSENTATIVES.  i  Ex.Doc. 
IstSegsion.      J  (     No.  75. 


EEPORT  OF  CHIEF  SIGNAL-OFFICER  OF  EXPENSES,  ETC. 


'  LETTER 

FROM  THE 

CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 


TRANSMimNO, 


In  compliance  with  section  228,  Title  FJ,  Revised  Statutes^  a  report  of  the 
Chief  SigiialOffieer^  showing  the  amount  of  funds  appropriated  for^  and 
€xpe7ided  hy^  tlie  Signal  Office  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875. 


January  18, 1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Wab  Department, 

January  14, 1876. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
hi  pursuance  of  section  228,  Title  VI,  Revised  Statutes,  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  funds  appropriated  for,  and  expended  by,  the 
Signal- Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Clerl\ 


War  Department, 
Office  of  the  Chief  Signal-Officer, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  January  7, 1876. 
Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  section  228,  Title  VI,  Revised  Statutes,  requiring 
a  statement  of  the  appropriations  of  the  x)receding  fiscal  year  for  the 
Department  of  War,  showing  the  amount  appropriated  under  each  spe- 
cific head  of  appropriation,  the  amount  expended  under  each  head,  and 
the  balance  which,  on  the  30th  of  June  preceding  such  report,  remained 
unexpended,  with  the  probable  demands  upon  such  balance,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  of  the  appropriations  under  control  of  this  Office, 
there  were  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875 — 

For  the  exi)en8es  of  the  signal-service  of  the  Army. $12, 500  00 

Observation  and  report  of  storms J 410, 325  00 

Telegraph  from  Prescott  to  Camp  Verde  and  Camp  Apache, 

Arizona 4,000  00 

Constraction  and  operation  of  a  line  of  telegraph  on  the 

frontier  settlements  of  Texas 100, 000  00 
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Oat  of  which  there  were  expended,  to  June  30,  1875,  respectively, 
$10,093.19,  $400,504.40,  $4,000,  and  $91,401.93 ;  leaving  balances  uaex- 
pended  on  that  day  as  follows : 

Expenses  of  the  signal-service  of  the  Army $2, 406  81 

Observation  and  report  of  storms 3, 820  60 

Telegraph  from  Prescott  to  Camp  Verde  and  Camp  Apache, 

Arizona 

Construction  and  operation  of  a  line  of  telegraph,  &c.,  Texas.    8, 598  07 
The  demands  upon  which,  since  June  30, 1875,  have  exhausted  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  J.  MYER, 
Brigadier- General^  (Brevet  Assigned  J 

Chief  Signal- Officer  of  the  Army, 

The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington^  D.  C. 

O 
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44th  Congbess, 

1st  Session,      i  \    fTo.  76. 


MURPnY  &  GOOD. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE  CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 


TRAKSMmiNO 


Papers  in  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Murphy  &  Oood  for  $791.38  for  laying 
sidewalk  in  front  of  CFiiited  States  arsenal  grounds  at  Indianapolis  y  Tnd. 


January  18,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Gronnds  and 

ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 

January  12, 1876. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives, 
copies  of  papers  in  the  claim  of  Murphy  &  Good,  amounting  to  791.38, 
for  paving  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  United  States  arsenal  grounds 
on  Clifford  avenue,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  inclosed  papers  that  the  work  has  been  done 
as  alleged,  and  an  appropriatian  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  is  respect- 
fully recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 


Indianapolis,  Becember  19, 1875. 
Dear  John  :  I  inclose  my  claim  to  be  filed  with  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance ;  don't  know  whether  it  is  necessary  or  not,  but  presume  he  should 
have  it,  to  include  in  his  estimates  of  next  year's  expenses.  If  you 
know  of  any  shorter  route  to  obtain  the  money,  I  should  like  to  have  it. 
I  will  write  to  Hon.  Franklin  Landers  in  reference  to  the  matter,  so  that 
the  claim  will  not  be  overlooked  when  the  appropriation  bills  come  up. 
Cordially,  .  JOHN  L.  HANNA. 

Hon.  Jno.  C.  New, 

Washington^  D.  C. 

December  23, 1875. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
request  that  he  have  the  kindness  to  investigate  the  within  claim,  and, 
if  found  correct  and  just,  that  he  cause  an  estimate  thereof  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress. 

JOHN  C.  NEW, 
Treasurer  United  States. 
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MURPHY   &   GOOD. 


Obdnai¥G£  Office,  War  Department, 

WashingioHj  Jan,  4, 1876. 
Respectfully  retarned  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  work  has  been  done  as  within  claimed,  and  is  certified  to  by 
Captain  Arnold,  the  commanding  officer  of  Indianapolis  arsenal. 

It  is  for  Congress  to  determine  whether  the  amount  claimed  shall  be 
appropriated. 

S.  V.  BENIST, 
Brig.  Oen.j  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Indianapolis,  October  18, 1S65. 
A  second  and  final  estimate  allowed  Mnrphy  &  Good  for  grading;  and  paving  the 
sidewalks  of  Clitford  avenue,  from  Massachusetts  avenae  to  the  west  line  of  Ingnm 
Fletcher's  property,  on  the  north  side,  and  from  Massaohnsetts  avenne  to  the  west 
line  of  the  Woodruff  Place,  on  the  south  side,  made  at  59  cents  per  linear  foot  front 
on  the  north  side,  and  65  cento  per  linear  foot  front  on  the  south  side. 


Owner's  names. 

Description. 

Kamber 
of- 

Assess- 
ment. 

T7nited  States  of  America. . 
City  of  lodianapolia 

SwthHAe. 

l,S17i  feet  front  on  Clifford  avenne,  beinjr  the  east  | 
of  northwest  |  section  6,  township  15,  nnge  4  east, 
oontaining  80  acres,  more  or  less,  and  known  as 
the  United  States  arsenal  grounds. 

FL     In, 
1,317    6 

7    6 

179193 
4  96 

Total 

TH» 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  estimate  is  oorreot,  and  was  approved  by  the  common 
ooancil  of  said  city  on  the  18th  day  of  October,  1875. 

BERNHARD  H.  DIETZ. 

Ciig  dvU  Ettginetr. 


October  18. 


iKDiANAPOLts,  Oof^&sr  *25y  1875. 
United  States  of  Amerieat  Dr,f  to  Mwrphp  j;  Oood,  oontracUrs, 

To  pavinff  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  United  States  arsenal  grounds  on 
Clittbra  avenne,  as  per  eontraot  with  the  eommon  eoonoil  of  the  city 
of  Indianapolis,  1,217|  feet  front  on  Clifford  avenue,  being  the  east  i 
of  N.  W.  i  section  6,  township  15,  range  4  caet,  containing  80  acres, 
more  or  less,  and  known  as  the  U.  8.  arsenal  grounds. 

l,217Heet,  at  65  cents  per  foot |79l  38 


Btatb  op  Indiana,  JfaHea  Cotmty,  bb  : 

I,  Bemhard  H.  Diets,  civil  engineer  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  do  hereby  oertiiy  the 
ftbove  and  foregoing  bill  to  be  Just  and  correct,  aa  appears  from  the  reoord  of  aattoialet 
for  atreet-improvementa  allowed  by  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis, 
and  on  file  in  my  office ;  that  the  contract-price  for  said  work  is  65  oents  per  linear 
foot  on  the  south  side  of  said  avenue,  and  that  said  ground  of  the  United  States  fronts 
on  said  south  side  of  said  avenue ;  and  that  work  has  been  done  aocording  to  oontraet, 
and  that  an  estimate  has  been  duly  aljowed  the  said  contractors,  (Murphy  A  Qood.) 

Witness  my  hand  this  25th  day  of  October,  1875. 

BERNHARD  H.  DIETZ. 

Sworn  and  anbacribed  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  October,  1875. 

CHAS.  P.  FANT,  .Votary  PuhUe. 


OfTiCR  OP  City  Clbrk, 

JndianapoliBf  October  29, 1875. 

I.  Bei\J.  C.  Wright,  blerk  of  the  city  of  Indiana^lis,  do  hereby  certify  that  on  the 

16th  day  of  August,  1875,  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  did  enter  into  a 

contract  with  said  Mnrphy  &,  Qood  for  paving  with  brick  the  south  sidewalk  of  Clifford 

avenue  along  the  nortn  side  of  the  United  States  arsenal  grounds,  for  the  snm  of  65 


MUBPHY   &    GOOD.  3 

cents  per  linear  foot  front  on  said  south  side  of  Clifford  avenue.  Afterwards,  to  wit,  on 
the  18th  day  of  October.  1875,  at  a  regular  session  of  the  common  council  of  said  city,. 
the  said  common  council  approved  and  adopted  an  estimate  assessing  the  United  States 
of  America  for  paving  said  south  sidewalk  of  Clifford  avenue  with  1,217^  feet,  at  65 
cents  per  front  foot,  making  (791.38,  as  appears  of  record  now  on  file  in  my  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  this  29th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1875. 

BENJ.  C.  WRIGHT,  City  Clerk, 


Indianapous  Arsenal,  October  30, 1875. 
I  herebv  certify  that  the  above-mentioned  contractors  (Murphy  &.  Good)  have  paved 
with  brick  the  sidewalk  on  Clifford  avenue  adjoining  the  arsenal-grounds,  that  the 
sidewalk  so  paved  is  twelve  hundred  and  seventeen  and  one-half  (1,2171)  feet  in  lengthy 
and  that  the  work  so  done  is  according  to  contract  and  satisfactory. 

ISAAC  ARNOLD,  Jr., 
Captain  of  Ordnance,  Comdg,  Arsenah 
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44th  Congress,  )    HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES.    (  Ex.  Doc. 
l»t  Session,      f  \    No.  77. 


GEORGE  WRIGHT. 

LETTER 

FROM  THE 

CHIEF  CLERK  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

TRAXSMITTIXG  • 

The  claim  of  George  Wright  for  use  of  his  patent  by  the  Government 


January  18,  IS7G.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


War  Department,  January  13, 1870. 
The  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  United  States  Senate  a 
communication  from  George  Wright,  (by  his  attorney,  S.  S.  Fahnestock,) 
asking  compensation  for  the  use  by  the  Army  Ordnance  Department 
of  his  patented  linch-pin ;  also,  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  of  the 
Gth  instant,  submitting  the  case. 

The  history  and  merits  of  this  claim  are  fully  set  forth  in  Senate 
Report  No.  28,  2d  session.  Forty -first  Congress,  and  the  papers  are  now 
submitted  with  request  for  such  consideration  by  Congress  as  the  justice 
of  the  case  may  seem  to  demand. 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chief  Cleric. 


Ordnance  Office,  War  Department, 

Washington^  January  6,  1870. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  communication  from 
George  Wright,  (by  his  attorney,  S.  S.  Fahnestock,)  asking  compensa- 
tion for  the  use  by  the  Army  Ordnance  Department  of  his  patented 
linchpin. 

This  claim  has  heretofore  been  before  this  Bureau,  the  history  and 
merits  of  which  are  fully  set  forth  in  Senate  Report  No.  28,  2d  session. 
Forty-first  Congress. 

The  case  having  been  carried  to  Congress,  a  bill  for  his  relief  was 
passed  by  both  Houses,  and  was  enrolled  and  presented  to  the  President 
on  the  last  day  of  the  3d  session  of  the  Forty-first  Congress.  Why  the 
bill  did  not  receive  the  signature  of  the  President  is  unknown  to  this 
Bureau. 

It  seems  to  be  conceded  that  Mr.  Wright's  patent  is  a  valid  one,  in 
which  case  I  do  not  know  of  any  reason  why  some  compensation  should 
iiot  be  made,  as  the  fact  of  use  by  the  United  States  is  undisputed.  It 
is  considered,  however,  that  the  circumstance  <>^  ^o^F^^^^-^gSj^l^'J^b^^fii^^lc 


2  GEORGE    WRIGHT. 

jurisdiction  of  the  case  is  an  etfectnal  estoppel  to  the  taking  up  of  the 
case  by  present  incumbents  in  the  War  Department.  Superadded  to 
this  is  the  fact  that  there  are  now  no  funds  in  the  Department  available 
for  its  payment. 

As  the  claim,  however,  originated  in  this  Department,  and  its  failare 
of  approval  by  the  President,  when  presented  to  him  on  the  last  day  of 
an  expiring  session,  may  have  been  occasioned  by  purely  fortuitous  cir- 
cumstances only,  1  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  referring 
the  accompjinying  papers  to  Congress,  inviting  attention  to  the  previous  • 
history  of  the  case,  and  asking  such  consideration  by  that  body  as  the 
justice  of  the  case  may  seem  to  them  to  demand,  the  claimant  being 
notified  of  the  reference  if  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  BENfiT, 
Brig.-0€7i,j  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  16, 1875. 

Sir:  Knowing  your  desire  to  do  justice  in  all  matters  within  your 
jurisdiction  arising  between  the  Government  and  its  citizens,  I  again 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  claim  of  George  Wright  for  the 
payment  to  him  of  the  very  inadequate  sum  of  (1,500,  for  the  use  by 
your  Department  of  his  safety  'Uinch-pin"  for  field-artillery  carriages, 
which  has  been  used  with  great  advantage  by  the  Government  from  the 
date  of  the  issue  of  the  patent,  May  9, 1865,  more  than  ten  years,  with- 
out compensation  to  the  patentee,  in  the  belief  that,  after  a  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  subject-matter,  you  will  appreciate  the  justice  of  the 
application,  and  take  such  action  thereon  as  the  law  and  the  facts  of 
the  case  will  justify,  agreeably  to  the  rulings  of  your  Department,  in 
cases  corresponding  in  principle,  since  your  administration  of  the  afikirs 
of  the  Ordnance  Department. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  linchpin  of  my  client  is  strong,  simple,  and  in 
every  way  far  more  efficient  than  any  other  design  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  and,  owing  to 
these  advantages,  it  has  been  adopted  and  used  by  your  Department  for 
more  than  ten  years. 

The  patentee  has  uninterruptedly  applied  to  your  Department  for  a 
fair  and  just  compensation  for  the  use  of  his  invention  by  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  date  of  the  issue  of  his  patent,  but  for  reasons  which  are 
in  conflict  with  the  law  of  the  case,  the  precedents  of  the  Department, 
as  well  as  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  his  fair  and  legal  demand  for 
payment  for  the  use  of  his  propeHy  has  been  held  in  abeyance. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  your  Department  that  a  patent  is  the  private 
property  of  the  inventor,  and  that  it  cannot  be  used  without  just  com- 
pensation, as  ruled  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Burns,  (Wallace's  Eeports,  vol.  12,  page 
232,  December  term,  1870,)  viz  : 

If  an  ojQBcer  in  the  military  service,  not  specially  employed  to  make  experiments 
with  a  view  to  suggest  improvements^  devises  a  new  and  valuable  improvement  in 
arms,  tents,  or  any  other  Kind  of  war-material,  he  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
to  letters-patent  for  the  improvement  from  the  United  States,  equally  with  any  other 
citizen  not  engaged  in  such  service;  and  the  Government  cannot,  after  the  patent  is 
issued,  make  use  of  the  improvement,  any  more  than  a  private  individnal,  without 
license  of  the  inventor  or  makiug  compensation  to  him. 
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In  the  case  cited  the  inventor  was  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  the  case  of  my  client  he  is  simply  a  private  citizen,  and  therefore 
entitled  to  all  the  rights,  immunities,  and  privileges  as  such ;  and  his 
claim,  therefore,  is  even  stronger  than  that  decided  by  the  court. 

As  the  decision  referred  to  is  held  by  your  Department  as  a  rule  of 
action  for  its  guidance,  there  are  but  two  questions  for  determination : 

1.  As  to  the  validity  of  the  patent. 

This  fact  can  be  established,  as  in  similar  cases,  by  reference  to  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  for  his  opinion  thereon. 

2.  The  patent  being  declared  a  valid  one,  and  the  use  of  the  inven- 
tion for  more  than  ten  years  being  admitted  by  the  Department,  and  its 
present  and  future  use  being  recognized  as  a  necessity,  what  compensa- 
tion should  be  made  to  the  inventor  as  a  fair  and  just  remuneration  for 
the  use  of  his  property  Y 

My  client  has  made  a  proposition  to  sell  his  invention  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  very  inadequate  sum  of  $1,500,  embracing  his  claim  for 
past,  present,  and  future  use  of  the  same ;  which  small  sum,  so  much 
less  than  its  value,  he  was  induced  to  propose  owing  to  his  straitened 
circumstances. 

That  proposition  is  still  in  force,  and  it  is  competent  for  the  Depart- 
ment to  entertain  it,  and  thus  secure  this  valuable  invention,  and  do 
partial  justice  to  the  claimant. 

It  is  believed  that  the  small  si!m  proposed  for  the  payment  of  this 
invention  could  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  War  Department,  under 
the  head  of  <^  Oontingent,"  or  for  manufacturing  of  arms,  &o.,  for  the 
current  fiscal  year,  as  in  other  cases  corresponding  in  principle,  where  . 
payments  are  made  to  patentees  for  the  use  of  inventions,  and  which 
are  charged  to  the  particular  appropriation  to  which  such  invention 
would  apply. 

Such  action  on  the  part  of  the  Department  would  be  iu  conformity 
with  law  and  precedent ;  and  in  support  thereof  reference  is  particularly 
requested  to  the  payment  to  George  Wright  of  $  1,500  by  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  May  4,  1864,  as  compensation  for  his  patent  for  casting 
**  Berman  fuses,"  and  in  case  of  Thomas  Taylor  et  al. 

The  foregoing  references  will,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  justify 
favorable  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  which 
alone  is  competent  to  settle  it,  and  to  whom  the  inventor  must  look  for 
a  recognition  of  his  legal  rights,  as  the  mere  fact  of  his  withdrawing 
his  papers  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  justice  at  the  hands  of  any  other 
tribunal  does  not  in  any  way  lessen  the  legal  obligation  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  pay  his  just  demand,  nor  prevent  the  claimant  from  asserting 
his  claim  at  any  and  all  times,  until  his  just  and  honest  demand  is  liqui- 
dated. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  FAHNESTOCK, 
Attorney  for  Oeorge  Wright, 

General  8.  V.  Ben6t, 

Chief  of  Ordnanc3. 

O 
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44th  Congkess,  )    HOUSE  OF  BEPKESEXTATIVES.    (  Ex,  Doc.  ' 
1st  Session,      ]  t    No.  78, 


ARMY    OFFICERS  WHO    HAVE   SIGNIFIED  ,  THEIR    INTEN- 
TION OF  ENTERING  FOREIGN  MILITARY  SERVICE, 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR, 


TRANSMITTING, 


In  compliance  tcith  a  Eoitse  resolution  of  the  Gth  instant^  a  statement  of  the 
names  of  officers  of  the  Army  who  have  signified  their  intention  of  en- 
tering foreign  military  service. 


January  18,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


War  Department, 

January  15, 1876. 
The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  compliance  with  House  resolution  of  the  6th  instant, 
a  statement,  made  by  the  Adjutant-Gpneral  of  the  Army,  showing  the 
names  of  such  officers  of  the  Cnited  States  Army  as  have  stated  their 
intention  of  entering  foreign  military  service. 

The  Department  has  no  information  touching  such  cases  beyond  what 
the  oflBceFS  have  themselves  furnished,  and  it  cannot,  therefore,  be  offi- 
cially stated  whether  or  not  they  did  actually  receive  and  serve  under 
the  appointments  named,  nor  what  pay  they  received,  nor  their  length 
of  service  under  such  appointments,  if  received. 

Leave  of  absence  was  not  granted  them  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
foreign  armies. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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44th  Congbess,  \    HOUSE  OP  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

l8t  Session.      )  \    No.  79. 


REPORTS  OF  POSTMASTER^GENBRAL  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH 
ACT  OF  JUNE  8,  1872. 


LETTEK 


FROM 


THE    POSTMASTER   GENERAL, 

TRANSMITTING, 

In  coinpliance  with  the  act  of  June  S^  1872,  (1)  a  report  of  clerics  and  others 
^employed  in  the  Department^  their  time  and  compensation^  for  th€  year 
endituf  December  31,  1875;  (2)  an  inventory  of  United  States  property  in 
I   the  offices  of  Department  for  same  year  ;  (3)  statement  of  mail-equipment 
contracts  for  year  ending  June  30, 1875 ;  and  (4)  cojnes  of  stationery- 
contracts  made  for  same  year. 


January  Id,  1876.— Refrrred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Post-Office 
Department  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Post-Office  Department, 
Wa^hington^  D,  C,  January  13, 1876. 
Sir:  Incompliance  with -the  "act  to  revise,  consolidate,  and  amend 
the  statutes  relating  to  the  Post-Oflfice  Department,"  approved  June  8, 
1872, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  following  reports,  viz  : 

1.  Report  of  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  Post-Office 
Department  during  the  year  ended  December  31,  1875,  or  any  part 
thereof,  giving  the  names  of  the  persons,  the  time  they  were  employed, 
ind  the  sum  paid  to  each. 

2.  An  inventory  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the 
rooms,  offices,  and  buildings  used  by  the  Department  for  the  year  ended 
December  31, 1875. 

3.  Statement  of  contracts  connected  with  the  mail -equipment  division 
made  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1875. 

4.  Copies  of  contracts  for  stationery,  wrapping-paper,  and  twine,  and 
for  letter-balances,  made  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1875. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

Postmaster-  OeneraL 
Ho:i.  Michael  C.  Keer, 

ISpeaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORTS    OF   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


S 


—  3       •- 


S 


III 


§-2 


a 


§      I  I 


fa        H 


*  3  &  « 


I 

I! 

Il 
11 


a 
5 


7j  a  «<  © 
"S  «  5  5 


^     I 


1^ 


^O 


e 


—      OD  o  o  2  5g 


5£»«      oocsm  r«e 


D»-C»C«  — 


5    ^3 


25 


3«, 


255 


>.sia 


^••••••••••'Bd''ga'''        ••eBe'''Bac 


a  a 


8  a  a 
«9  ce  ee 


.5 


£.5 


COf/.  ^ 


Is 

.  «  o 
•  'C-r 


is 


_  ,    hm    t-,    U 


=  S  :^  ills- 

C  t>  O  '-z  z:  ^  — 

laS^f,!^ 


35 

5.2 


-  "^  a  a 


I 


««    •« 


UQ    O 


.s^ '^^ -I  "I  -  .g  a  a o  •  •  • 

o  w  «  ,  V  -  ^  r,  a  eBejooeoeojaOOO      e 

.£.£.2.i.iii.f  as«  :-.:::  :o  ::  :     : 

^ :j w '_:*/: '/lie as <3<J 


eocecsecocc 
-c -cc -c 'c -c  •«  "C  »a -« -r 


1 

-S8 

SS". 

1 

9 

J 

--J 

r- 

1* 

S8-; 

a|2 

-< 

i 

2 

Isl 

^ia 

§ 

•S"»-3 

■«"•? 

o 

1 

5=1 

5 

s 

1»^ 

o 
C 

< 

3 

5S2 

332 

3 

=  «  ac  a 

a  da 
«  ee  S 

§ 

4 

^4^4 

•^ 

:  i>Z  « 


REPORTS    OF   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


i<l-'|      II  i   I 


til 


►9 

1 


^  i 

&  1 


•4 

3 


<       S 


II 


sii     a 


,s  si 

SB 


||  5 


Is 


^?»5=;:?S2SSS2gggSgg2g§g5SS8:^SSi3S§8§??3?:  gg8?JggSggggg§ 

■?sS?.???::25?5:sggg?if;gsi?|g§3g?gg§iiS5Sg  iiSSililiiils 


•J  ib 


?8 


^<l 


ii 


a  9 


•«!a  ■ 


«5" 


II 


ess 

4  3  4 


II 


I  ^22o  ©52  o  02-2  o  eS'^  o  o  c  oi  e-2-2  c-S     'S  s  c«2  c  c  o  o. 

'•ec!'dd:lfed:ica::::::gg:q    o::'Oa:::: 


-,9 


is 


Si 


s 


ii 


o  o  o  o  o  o  e  o 


o  o  e o o  ocoooeee 
f- 75 -c  "ce -s -e  "c  rs -c -t; »« -o 


REPORTS  OF  POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 


I 

i 


1 

41 


3 


I 


3 


II 


'H'2 
§5 


.s  a 

as 


£SS3 


Jill 

cses 


u 


SSSSSS3SSS8SSSS8S&38SSSSSSSSS8SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 

§giiSi§i§§§iiigg§§iii§iiiiiii§iig§§i§iiiiiai§ 


I 

o 
S 
H 


II 


3S55S5  o3"M  o  o  a  oooooooo-2-ooooooooo^"* 

^  ^  ^  ,1  ,H  1-1 '53  ,-1 1-1  "CO  •«  "ca  »a -a  o  "^  "C -o  1-1  ^  "c -o 'O 'O  tj  •«  •« 'C -c  w  ^ ' 


Si§§g9 


33 


|s 


5 


ii 

O  O  O  O  O  O  O  O  O  O  O  O  CO  0000C0090000  Of-;  ooooocooooosoo 

•C'O'CtJ'O'O'O'a'C'S'WC'C'tl'O'C'C'C-o'O'O'tt'O'O'O'atJ  q'cca'CO'e'^'C'C'e'S'a'C'S 


REPORTS   OF   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


iiU 

slog 

a  .,  —  - 
8-22 

SSB2 

llJi'S 
|e|£| 


» 

a 


J:  ex 


Oq  S 

la  " 
II 

O    «  SB 

If  I 


J     «         ^    *? 


s 


«Q 


3^ 
as 


-^    5 


III 


J 


i:iiKl 


« •  *  •  • 

fss 


^^S! 


I 


11- 


s    ® 


II 


si 


II     i 


^ 
2 


Si 


«    2 


r  ss 


>»  ^^  ^  ;:-^ 


SS 


I II I  ihi 


s 


i 


1^ 

2  IKI 


•OS**- 

-^   P*^   Oj   Q 

22f2:|| 

--wod::  g-2 
^  S»2  ^"*  o« 

MUM 

geassSe 


s::- 


a  a  Q 
«  «e  a 

Hi 

«  o  © 


SI 

I 

s 


REPORTS    OF    POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


-'M 


at 

B 
& 


•s 

P 

§ 
I 


I 

I 

IS 

i 


5 


6      2^ 

.11  1     15 


1 


55  •fill 

«^  oao 

c  o  »-" 


s 

a 


3 


«      (3 


1 

S 

d 
as 


nn 


:P 


a 


rt  rt  «  «  -  ^ 


S?  so 


"tc-; 


^^tfs*-^*-—  ol:-35«o**  ocoooi/i-3o©csoOrt*'oM***Seoo"^'»»  oi^c  — 

r^  ^ -; -^  r^  « -•  •««— -^2^  rs -c  <«  "s -a '^ ,-. 's  "c -s 'T'C'C  2 -.'^'^•^^•c  •::'«  —  ««  w^^'c^ 

aflfe.fla^a  iadfe^'a  '   i   j   *   :«a   !   i   i   i   I   i^  a^^-a  a   j   j   i^a  ^sa    js 

« cs^«  <9iS  «tf  .  5  «  5'>  S3  :     :  :  :S«  :::•;:*«  sj  a  <:::  c  ^  s  «  es  :  - 


REPORTS   OP   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


I 


n 

h 

5 

5 

CI 

« 

-s^ 

s. 

s 

•    B 

^^    ' 

t^ 

<J 

ii 

il 

SB'S 

1 

•3 
1 

1 

1 

S> 

s 

S'. 

o 

B 

c. 

- 

•< 

43 

fcfi 

^ 

P5 

e 

S^ 

•s 

s 

5 

■* 

1 

s 

i^ 

•c 

** 

.S 

h> 

»-?-, 

* 

k^ 

S 

i  S 

W 

st- 

« 

i 

1 

5 

M 

-3 

mm 

Slfc 

5 

1 

§si§i§gi§§iSiiiiii§iiiiiiii^iiSsig^Siiiii-§siig^§^"§§ 


V 


■MiiU 


ooS 


a  s^i  §  s  J  Jf*  s  s  §  s  s*r 

>3  1-9 -<  «  1^  "^  ►^  H»  Pb  t-s  »-5  1-3  l-y  05  H 


B  a  o  a.  i  o  (5  a 


o  o  o  c  o^  o^  ooeoooo^eooooooooooooo 


REPORTS   OP   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


o 


I 


"S 

a 
a 

'■S 

a 
o 

I 

4 


s 

I 


} 

r 


•g 

I 


.5 


8 


E 
5 


2 


rf    »? 


fh< 


I 

•s 

I 


1 


N1 


3 

t        i 


I 


^&S98SS98S^SSSS8Sg&SoS    S$8eSSi8SSSSSS888S§S8S8S8 


5jB|ja5|l|io&iiWii1«&l| 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


REPORTS    OF   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


ss 

^*^ 

>-.-it 

-3.^ 

»^  - 

•^1 
If. 

Ha 

as- 

a 

^1 

es 

Ps 

s% 

s 

&• 

00  Q« 

p, 

CO 

5^ 

^ 

a 

C8 

-.^ 

1 

s 

►^ 

S-^ 

(>4 

•2 

7?5 

'S 

i 

1 

^1 
2  • 

s 

Q 

p^ 

H 

P4 

'2 


SS 


s 


I 

I 
I 


S 
5 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS  88SSSS§SSS8SSSSSSSSS::SSSS8SSSSSSSS 

gii'iiiiiiiii^i^is  ggi§i§i-iiigiiiiiiii§§ii§ii§iiiig| 


tgc^ 


ooooooeoooo  o © o  o  op  o © o o o o o o  o  o  o  o  o  o  o o  o o o © o o o o o o o p o o  o o © o 


Jfllil 


■II 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


10 


REPORTS  OF  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


I    I 


i 


I 


£ 


a 


1 
I 


I 
I 


■2 


5 


c 
8 


S 
3 


5  ® 


2 


s 


•^ 

2 


E 

Si 


^     « 


>     > 
c   o 


s 


1 

s 


c.£Soeoecoooocec  t  «  esoccocQcooeeooo 
-«  5 "o tj r: "cc •« -c "C 'c •» "c -c rs  {.'S'cc'O'S'C'C'C'CX'e'O'C'CTS'cc 

:r-5  ::;;;::;:;::£:::::;;::::::::;: 


ccooeeooooeo 


Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


REPOIiTS    OF   POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 


11 


u  >> 

•I 

&« 

<^ 

Ph 

•§•? 

'g 

a  > 

M3 

•?a 

a 

^;g 


si 


SSS3i:SSSS;iiSSSSS8S8S3»SS8S 


SSS8SS!3&SS!SSSSSSSSSSSS 

iili§s2il§-gg"iiiiRiii 


<rf^-^'^-^-^"„-^-^- 


?S2 


>0  OO  Oto"^  ♦'^^'^ 


w    .  a  2  9 
-  •  SS'S'2 

.  -^^--as .... 


If 
u 

•cfi 


:2  : 

.  a  . 
•  d  • 
:  o  ! 

!° 

:**2 

■  •  jgiiii& 


1-3  ►, 


I 


12 


REPORTS  OF  POSTMASTER-GENERAU 


B 

o 


a 


4 


I 
I 


4 


1 
!< 


3 


§1 

ft*  5* 


5 


2 


I 


SS8S8SSS 


;g2 


a 


d a.Oi 

*^  :  •  !  :  i*^*^ 

-*  o  o  o  c  o5S 


I 


SOOOOOOO 
(5,"0  "O  "C  "O  "S  "CO 

s 


o 

s 

g 


=  116,^. ■ 

—  Co  Ot-Nj 


£  e  3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPOBTS   OP  P0STMA8TEB-GEKERAL. 


13 


Inventory  of  property  'belonging  to  the  United  Stated  in  the  offices  and  rooms  of  the  Post-Office 
Department,  December  31, 1875. 


52  arm-rests. 
8  atlases. 
300  awnings. 
20  book-cases . 
10  book-stands. 
25  backets,  slop. 
24  backets,  water. 

24  brooms. 
216  chairs. 

13  chandeliers. 
81  carpets. 
18  clocks. 

25  cushions. 
4  curtains,  lace. 

10  call-bells. 
98  cases. 

274  desks. 
37  drop-lights. 
18  dictionaries. 
32  desk-covers. 

11  hand-stamps. 
24  dusters. 

8  electric  bells. 

IflaR. 

1  globe. 
10  grates  and  fixtures. 

6  hat-racks. 
41  ice-pitchers. 

4  index-tables. 

5  lambrequins. 
15  lamps. 

8  letter-presses. 

Inventory  of  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  Post-Office  Department  stable^ 

December  31,  1875. 


49  mats. 
161  maps. 

31  mirrors 

71  pictures. 

28  pitchers. 

12  paper-racks. 
321  revolving-chairs. 

24  rugs. 

18  solas. 

1  letter-scale. 
65  soap-dishes. 

257  spittoons. 
88  screens. 
31  step-ladders. 
12  safes. 

2  seals. 

12  scrubbing-brushes. 

12  sweeps,  Russia  bristle. 
130  tables. 
165  tumblers. 

56  dozen  towels 

3  trucks. 

9  umbrella-stands. 
28  wash-bowls. 
28  wash-stands. 
253  waste-baskets. 
17  water-coolers. 
49  window  shades  and  fixtures. 

1  Parian  bust,  "Cly tie." 

1  bronze  statuette,  "  Franklin.' 

2  old  screens. 


3  horses. 
1  carriage. 

1  wagon. 

2  sets  single  harness. 

1  set  double  harness. 

3  halters. 

3  horse-covers. 
6  horse-blankets. 
.3  rubber  blankets, 
d  shovel. 
'&  pitch- forks. 

2  brooms. 

'1  scrub-broom. 

2  lamps. 

2  oanycombs. 

2  brnsbea. 

3  backets. 


1  wheel-jack. 
1  feather-brush. 
1  stove  and  tin  boiler. 
1  saw. 

1  hatchet. 

2  knee-blankets. 
2  sponges. 

2  buck-skins. 

2  whips. 

1  feed-measure. 

1  hose. 

1  small  straw  broom. 

1  set  scissors  and  combs. 
4  bandages. 

2  harness- brushes. 
1  clock. 

1  buffalo-robe. 


Inrnntory  of  furniture  in  engineer's  room^  and  materiale,  ^c,  in  engine  dejartment,  Dcccwi- 

6er31,  ltf75. 


2fiesk«. 
1  table. 
22  chairs. 
1  drop-light. 
4  mats. 
1  large  lathe. 

1  small  lathe. 

2  ladders. 
10  picks. 

4  bars,  steel. 
2  trocka. 


12  shovels. 
2  kegs  nails. 

5  wheelbarrows,  (out  of  order.) 
2  monkey-wrenches. 

1  set  blocks  and  fall. 

2  pairs  pipe-tongs. 
2  pipe-cutters. 

1  pi^e-vise. 

2  pairs  extra  pipe- tongs. 

1  set  stocks  and  dies.  r-^  i 

2  clocks.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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1  larjre  cant-hook. 

2  pairs  pipe-stocks  and  dies. 
75  feet  (assorted  sizes)  pipe. 
1,000  feet  lumber. 

2  thermometers. 

1  pair  pipe-pliers. 
110  feet  rubber  hose. 

1  hose-cart. 

8  Argand  burners. 
10  dozen  new  burners. 
10  glass  globes. 

1 14-inch  porcelain  shade. 

1  kerosene-lamp. 
20  yards  rep. 


15  yards  cloth. 
1  roll  old  matting. 
1  forge. 
1  fan -blower. 
1  pair  bellows. 

1  drill-crab. 

2  lathes. 
2  anvils. 

1  set  blacksmith- tools. 

2  grindstones. 
2  vises. 

8  crowbars. 
1  lot  scrap-iron. 
100  lbs.  round,  square,  and  flat  iron. 


Post-Office  Department, 

ToPO(}KAPHiCAL  Division, 

Jrashiiigton,  D.  C,  January  11, 1876. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the 
following  inventory  of  furniture,  &c.,  in  the  offices  of  this  division : 


16  desks. 

10  drawing-boards. 

14  tables. 

34  chairs. 

13  cases  of  drawers  for  maps. 

8  portfolios. 

1  letter  copy-press. 
7  map-racks. 
10  file-cases. 
1  printing-press. 
1  screw-press. 

9  map-mounting  frames. 
9  carpets. 

1  lot  matting. 
6  mats. 

Yours,  respectfully, 


Col.  J.  O.  P.  BURXSIDE, 

Huperintendtnt  Font-Office  BuHdingy  <f'c. 


3  stoves. 
3  clocks. 

3  water-coolers. 
1  ice-pitcher. 

4  mirrors. 

1  wash-stand. 
6  screens. 

2  umbrella-stands. 

2  sofas. 

4  coal-scuttles. 
4  bucket*. 
1  wheelbarrow. 
2, 500  maps,  (more  or  less.) 
39  copper-plates. 

3  lithographic  stones. 

W.  L.  NICHOLSON, 
TopographeTj  Post-Office  Department. 


Sales  of  United  Slates  property  in  the  Font-Office  Department. 
1875. 

April  2G.    2  old  carpets $10  00 

2  old  bath-tubs 10  OU 

Old  boxes 1  60 

May     3.    2  old  carpets 6  00 

7.  Old  table  and  chairs 20  00 

8.  1  old  carpet 2  00 

17.    62,870  pounds  waste-paper,  to  George  Hill,  jr.,  at  2  cents 1,257  40 

4,500  pounds  waste-paper,  to  George  Hill,  jr.,  at  5^^  cents 247  50 

June    .3.    Old  lumber 25 

July    2.    Net  proceeds  of  sales  of  old  property 159  79 

7.    Ashes 21  60 

Sept.  18.     Post-route  maps 315  50 

20.    47,6:^9  pounds  waste-paper,  at  2  cents 952  78 

Nov.    1.     1  old  stove 5  00 

2i.    1  lot  old  mail-locks $200  00 

Less  amount  paid  for' assorting,  weighing,  loading,  &q., 

22  days,  at  $3 66  00 

134  00 


I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  correct. 


3, 143  42 


J.  O.  P.  BURNSIDE, 
Superintendent  Post-Office  Department* 
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Statement  of  all  contracts  connected  icith  the  maiJ'eqmpment  division  madt  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  during  the  year  ended  Jane  30,  1875. 

[Contracts  fiom  July  1, 1875,  to  July  1, 1879.1 


Coutract-prices. 


Articles  contracted  for. 


Name  of  contractor  and  residence. 


Jtite<fanras  nutil-sacks — I  John  Boyle,  New  York,  N.  Y $0  fi6 

Cotton-canvas  roaU-sacks  . . ' do |      1  32 

Leather  horse  mail-bags  ...    Polydore  S.  Thouitiuu,  New  York,  N.  Y ;      6  60 

Mnil  catcher  pouches |  John  Boyle,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Label'Cases ,  Gay  lord   Manufactaring  Company,    Chicopee,  I 

I      Mass.  I 


$0  52 
1  02 
5  60 


10  15 

SI 

5  10 

4  25 

12 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  this  first  day  of  February,  In  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  seventy-five,  between  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,  of  the  first  part,  and  Germond  Crau- 
dell.  Washington,  D.  C,  of  the  second  part,  ^yitnesseth : 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  2l8t  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1874,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers  in  tbe  United  States  a  certain 
advertisement  of  tbe  date  last  aforesaid,  in  manner  and  form  followiug,  to  wit: 

'•pkorosals  vok  statioxery. 

*' Post- Office  Department, 

"Dec.  21st,  1874. 

"Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  January  twenty-second, 
eighteen  hundred  seventy-five,  for  furnishing  certain  articles  of  stationery  for  the  use 
of  the  Department  for  one  year  from  February  1st,  1875. 

"  Blank  forms  of  proposals,  stating  the  quality  and  estimated  quantity  of  each  article, 
will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  firm  making  it,  and  be  accom- 
panied by  a  guaranty,  certified  to  be  responsible  and  sufficient  by  the  postmaster  or 
I'nited  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  being  called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a  contract  to  furnish  promptly,  and  in  quan- 
tities as  ordered,  the  article  or  articles  awarded  to  him :  to  be  acconipanied  by  a  bond, 
with  approved  security,  in  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  twice  the  contract-price  of  all  the 
articles  to  be  famished  by  said  bidder,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  same. 

"  Proposals  unaccompanied  by  such  guaranty  will  not  be  considered. 

**The  bids  will  be  considered  and  accepted,  or  rejected,  item  by  item,  or  by  classes 
or  items,  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  elect. 

"The  articles  delivered  must  be  of  the  genuine  manufacture  and  quality  specified, 
and  be  furnished  at  the  contract-price,  whether  mori)  or  less  than  the  estimated  quan- 
tity ordered,  and  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge  to  the  Department  for  delivery. 

"The  delivery  must  be  made  for  the  person  designated  by  the  Postmaster-General  to 
receive  the  articles,  which  shall  be  subject  to  examination  and  approval  by  an  expert 
detailed  for  that  purpose.  The  failure  to  deliver  in  a  reasonable  time,  say  two  weeks 
at  farthest,  or  delivery  of  an  article  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity,  will  be  held  suffi- 
cient cause  to  annul  the  contract,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

"The  head  of  the  Department  will,  in  all  cases,  decide  whether  the  articles  tendered 
by  the  contractor  are  of  the  kind  and  quality  required  by  the  contract. 

"The  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  of  rejecting  any  or  all  bids  if  in  his 
judgment  tbe  interests  of  the  Department  require  it. 

"Samples  of  paper  and  envelopes  will  be  furnished,  and  samples  of  cutlery  will  be 
show^n,  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"Each  proposal  must  be  indorsed  on.the  envelope  *  Proposals  for  stationery,'  and  be 
directed  to  tbe  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

* '  Postmaster-  OeneraL" 


And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the  Post- 
OfiAce  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  articles  of  stationery,  to  be 
ordered  at  any  time  during  the  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  February,  at  cer- 
tain rates  and  prices  therein  proposed  and  specified.  And  whereas  said  proposals  were 
opened  and  examined,  and,  all  things  being  considered,  it  was  deemed  advisable  and 
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most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Department  that  the  proposals  of  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  to  supply  the  ful lowing  articles  of  stationery  at  the  prices  herein 
specified,  to  wit: 

Item    67.    10  f^ross  Perry  &  Co/s  No.  220  pen,  per  gross,  48^  cts $4  85 

'*      72.    25  doz.  best  rubber  or  gutta-percha  penholders,  assorted  sizes,  aw 

ordered,  per  doz.,  $2.19, 4 $54  75 

**      74.    125  doz.  A.  W.  Faber's  best  black-lead  pencils,  Nos.  1  to  4,  as  ordered, 

per  doz.,  $.39f $49  68 

"      75.    50  doz.  A.  W.  Faber's  best  black-lead  pencils,  Nos.  1  to  4,  as  ordered, 

hexagon,  gilt,  per  doz.,  $.56 $28  00 

*^      81.     10  doz.  itaper-folders,  polished  ivory,  9-inch,  as  per  sample,  per  doz., 

$4.10 $41  00 

**      82.     10  doz  iron  paper-weights,  round,  3i  inches  in  diameter,  per  doz., 

81.24 :.... ..." :.. S12  40 

"      85.    10  pounds  best  quality  India-rubber  erasers,  white,  fringed,  assorted 

sizes,  per  pound,  S..^)7 $5  70 

"      92.    6  doz.  gross  boxes  McGill's  paper-fasteners,  per  doz.,  $1.84 $11  04 

"    119.    20  doz.  boxes  notarial  seals,  assorted  sizes,  colors  to  order,  per  doz., 

$.96 $19  20 

should  be  accepted ;  and  whereas  the  sai^  proposals  of  the  party  of  the  second  part 
were  so  accepted  by  the  Postmaster- General: 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutual  covenants  and 
agreements  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the 
parties  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenant  and  agree, 
to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  Poet-Office 
Department,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  within  ten  days  after  being  ordered  so  to  do,  so 
many  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  from  time 
to  time,  and  of  the  qualily  and  at  the  prices  therein  specified,  as  shall  be  required  for 
one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875 ;  said  articles  of  stationery  to  be  well  and 
securely  packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  sample  on 
which  this  contract  is  based,  and  to  be  delivered  free  of  all  charges ;  and  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  to 
pay  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  each  qoar- 
ter  of  the  year,  upon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers  for  each  and  every  item 
above  enumerated,  so  furnished,  according  to  the  amount  herein  stated,  at  the  con- 
tract rates  and  prices  thereof  agreed  upon  by  the  contracting  paities  for  the  articles  so 
proposed  and  specified. 

It  is  mutually.covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto,  that  in  case  of 
repeated  failures  upon  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  promptly  furnish 
and  deliver,  as  aforesaid,  anv  of  the  articles  of  stationery  of  the  description  aforesaid, 
then  the  Postmaster-General  shall  be  at  liberty  to  annul  and  rescind  these  presents, 
and  all  covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  first  pai't  entered 
into  by  this  indenture,  and  unless  so  rescinded  or  annuled  this  agreement  shall  con- 
tinae  in  force  and  effect  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875 ;  and  it  is 
further  covenanted  and  agreed  upon  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  he'reto, 
that  no  member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part 
of  this  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  seal  of  the  Post-Otfice  Department,  the  signature  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  are  hereto 
affixed. 

[SEAL.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

FostmoBter- General. 

Witnesss  to  signature  of  Postmaster-GencrLl: 
Jamss  U.  Makr. 

GERMOND  CRAND2LL.    [se-vl.] 

Witneps  to  signature  of  second  part: 
Henry  S.  Perkins. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Geruiond  Crandell,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
as  principal,  and  Sayles  J.  Bo  wen  and  Henry  S.  Perkins  sureties,  are  held  and  firmly 
bound  unto  the  United  States  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of  five  hundi*ed  ($500)  dollars, 
current  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be 
made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  jointly  and  severally, 
firmly  by  these  presents ;  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  1st  day  of  February, 
1875. 

\yhereas  the  above-bounden  Germond  Crandell,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  by  a  certain 
article  of  agreement  bearing  even  date  herewith,  has  contracted  and  agreed  with  the 
said  United  States  to  furnish  and  deliver  at  the  Post-Office  Department,  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  for  the  use  of  said  Department,  certain  articles  of  stationery  in  said  agree- 
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inent  specified,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  firet  day  of  February,  1875,  as  by  ref- 
erence to  said  article  of  agreement,  hereto  annexed,  will  more  fully  appear. 

Now,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  Germoud  Crandell  shall 
well  and  truly  keep  and  perform  the  covenants  in  the  said  article  of  agreement  on 
their  part  to  be  kept  and  performed,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void;  otherwise,  to  be 
of  full  force. 

GERMOND  CRANDELL.    [sbal.] 
SAYLE8  J.  BOWEN.  [sbal.] 

HENRY  8.  PERKINS.         [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
J.  M..  Edmunds  as  to  Germond  Crandell. 

Witness  to  S.  J.  Bowen's  signature : 
Amariah  Undkrhill. 

Witness  to  Henry  3. Perkins'  signature: 
W.  E.  Hanks. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above-named  Sayles  J.  Bowen  and  Henry  Perkins,  sureties 
in  the  foregoing  contract  executed  by  Germond  Crandell,  are,  in  my  opinion,  financially 
good,  and  able  to  respond  to  all  damages  which  may  arise  from  any  default  on  the  part 
of  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  said  contract. 

J.  21  EDMUNDS.  P.  M., 

Washington^  D.  C, 
Feb.  9th,  1875. 


This  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ,  between  the  United  States  of  America, 

by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,  of  the  first  part,  Warren  Choate  and  Eliphalet 
Whittlesey,  doing  business  under  the  name  and  style  of  Warren  Choate  &  Co.,  of  the 
second  part,  witnessetb : 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
December,  1874,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers  in  the  United  States  a 
certain  advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit : 

"proposals  for  statiokery. 

"Post  Office  Department, 

''Dec,  21««,  1874. 

"Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  nntilJanuary  twenty-second » 
eighteen  hundred  seventy-five,  for  furnishing  certain  articles  of  stationery  for  the 
use  of  the  Department  for  one  year  from  February  first,  1876. 

"  Blank  forms  of  proposals,  stating  the  quality  and  estimated  quantity  of  each  article, 
will  be  famished  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  firm  making  it,  and  be  accom- 
panied by  a  guaranty,  certified  to  be  responsible  and  sufiicient  by  the  postmaster  or 
United  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  being  called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a  contract  to  furnish  prom^itly,  and  in  quan- 
tities as  ordered,  the  article  or  articles  awarded  to  him  ;  to  l^  accompanied  by  a  bond, 
with  approved  security,  in  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  twice  the  contract-price  of  all  the 
articles  to  be  furnished  by  said  bidder,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
same. 

"  Proposals  unaccompanied  by  such  guaranty  will  not  be  considered. 

"The  bids  will  be  considered  and  accepted,  or  rejected,  item  by  item,  or  by  classes  or 
items,  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  elect. 

"The  articles  delivered  must  be  of  the  genuine  manufacture  and  quality  specifie^l, 
and  be  furnished  at  the  contract-price,  whether  more  or  less  than  the  estimated  quan- 
tity ordered,  and  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge  to  the  Department  for  delivery. 

"The  delivery  must  be  made  for  the  person  designated  by  the  Postmaster-General  to 
receive  the  articles,  which  shall  be  subject  to  examination  and  approval  by  an  expert 
detailed  for  that  purpose.  The  failure  to  deliver  in  a  reasonable  time,  say  two  weeks 
at  farthest,  or  deliverv  of  an  article  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity,  will  be  held  suffi- 
cient cause  to  annul  the  contract,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

"The  head  of  the  Department  will,  in  all  cases,  decide  whether  the  articles  tendered 
by  the  contractor  are  of  the  kind  and  quality  required  by  the  contract. 

"  The  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  of  rejecting  any  or  all  bids  if,  in  his 
jadgment,  the  interests  of  the  Department  require  it. 

H.  £X.  79—2  ,       r^r^rAr> 
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**  Samples  of  paper  and  envelopes  will  be  furnished,  and  samples  of  cntlerj  will  be 
shown,  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

**  Each  proposal  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope  *  Proposals  for  stationery,'  and  be 
directed  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

''MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

"  PoatmoBter-General" 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  articles  of  stationery,  to 
bo  ordered  at  any  time  during  the  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  February,  at 
certain  rates  and  prices  therein  proposed  and  specined.  And  whereas  said  proposals 
were  opened  and  examined,  and,  all  things  being  considered,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
and  most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Department  that  the  proposals  of  the  said 
part'  of  the  second  part,  to  supply  the  following  articles  of  stationery  at  the  prices 
herein  specified,  to  wit : 
Item    13.  6  reams  of  imperial  cap  paper,  flat,  22  by  31  inches,  65  pounds  per 

ream,  per  ream,  $17.00 102  00 

Item    14.  3  reams  of  imperial  cap  paper,  fiat,  24  by  31  inches,  70  pounds  per 

ream,  per  ream,  $18.00 54  00 

Item   23.  5,000  envelopes,  good  Manila  paper,  10^  by  6f  inches  wide,  gummed, 

per  M,$4.45 22  25 

Item    27.  150,000  envelopes,  7015,  light  buff,  extra  thick.  No.  11, 14  lbs.  6  oz.  per 

M,perM,$3.70 555  00 

Item   28.  150,000  envelopes,  7015,  light  buff,  extra  thick.  No.  10, 12  lbs.  12  oz.  per 

M,  per  M,  $3.18 477  00 

Item   29.  100,000  envelopes,  7015,  light  buff,  extra  thick,  No.  9, 11  lbs.  11  oz.  per 

M,  per  M,  $2.98 298  00 

Item   31.  10,000  envelopes,  double  thick,  cream-laid,  No.  11, 17  lbs.  per  M,  per 

M,$3.85 38  50 

Item    43.  6  doz.  memorandum-books,  demy  8  vo.,  sheep,  100  leaves,  dollars  d> 

cents  or  plain,  as  ordered,  7i  hy.by  ^  inches, per  doz.,  $3.05 18  30 

Item    57.    6  gross  Esterbrooks'  pens,  No  130,  per  gross,  $  .40 2  40 

Item    58.  10  gross  Esterbrooks'  pens.  No.  158,  per  gross,  $  .44 4  40 

Item    61.  10  gross  National  Bank  pens,  Nos.  5.20,  7.30,  and  10.40,  per  gross, 

$  .20 2  00 

Item    70.  10  gross  Payson,  Dunston  &,  Scribner's  pen,  commercial,  per  gross, 

$  .48 4  80 

Item  71.  12  gross  Payson,  Dunston  &,  Scribener's  pen.  No.  117,  per  gross,  $.48.  5  76 
Item  110.  5  ooz.  glass  inkstands,  round,  flat,  very  solid,  bronze  tops,  with 

Knoxe's  patent  hinge,  4i-inch,  per  doz.,  $1.42 7  10 

Item  111.  5  doz.  glass  inkstands,  round,  flat,  very  solid,  bronze  top,  with 

Knoxe's  patent  hinge,  3i-inch,  per  doz.,  $1.28 6  40 

Item  112.  5  doz.  glass  inkstands,  round,  flat,  very  solid,  bronze  top,  with 

Knoxe's  patent  hinge,  3-inch,  per  doz.,  $1.00 5  00 

should  be  accepted ;  and  whereas  the  said  proposals  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part 
were  so  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General ; 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutual  covenants  and 
agi:eements  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the 
parties  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenant  and 
agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  wituin  ten  days  after  being  ordered  so  to  do, 
so  many  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  from 
time  to  time,  and  of  the  quality  and  at  the  prices  therein  specified,  as  shall  be  required 
for  one  year  ijt>m  the  first  day  of  February,  1875  ;  said  articles  of  stationery  to  be  well 
and  securely  packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  sample 
on  which  this  contract  is  based,  and  to  be  delivered  free  of  all  charges ;  and  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  to  pay  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of 
each  quarter  of  the  year,  upon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers  for  each  and  every 
item  above  enumerated,  so  furnished,  according  to  the  amount  herein  stated,  at  the 
contract  rates  and  prices  thereof  agreed  upon  by  the  contracting  parties  for  the  articles 
so  proposed  and  specified. 

It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto,  that  in  oaae  of 
repeated  failures  upon  the  part  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  to  promptly  furnish 
and  deliver,  as  aforesaid,  any  of  the  articles  of  stationery  of  the  description  aforesaid, 
then  the  Postmaster-GeneraJ  shall  beat  liberty  to  annul  and  rescind  these  presents,  and 
all  covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  first  part  entered  into  by 
this  indenture,  and  unless  so  rescinded  or  annulled  this  agreement  shall  continue  in  force 
and  effect  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875 ;  and  it  is  further  cove- 
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Dauted  and  agreed  upon  the  pari;  of  the  praties  of  the  second  part  hereto,  that  no 
member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of 
this  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  thereirom. 

In  witness  whereof  the  seal  of  the  Pos^ Office  Department,  the  signature  of  the  Post- 
master-General, and  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  are  hereto 
affixed. 

[8KAL.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

Rostmasier-GenerdL 
WARREN  CHOATE.  [seal.] 
E.  WHITTLESEY,     [l.  8.] 
Witness  to  signature  of  Postmaster-General : 

James  H.  Marr. 
Witnesses  to  signature   of  second  part : 
Job  S.  Riley. 
R-  W.  Davis. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Warren  Choate  and  Eliphalet  Whittlesey, 
doing  business  under  the  name  and  style  of  Warren  Choate  &,  Co.,  as  principals,  are 
held  and  tirmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of  five  thousand 
(|5,OoO)  dollars,  current  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which  payment,  well 
and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  Jointly 
and  severally, firmly  by  these  presents;  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  1st  day  of. 
February,  1875. 

Wheieus  the  above-bonnden  Warren  Choate  and  Eliphalet  Whittlesey,  by  a  certain, 
article  of  agreement  bearing  even  date  herewith,  have  contracted  and  agreed  with  the^ 
said  United  States  to  furnish  and  deliver  at  the  Post-Office  Department,  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  for  the  use  ot  said  Department,  certain  articles  of  stationery  in  said  agree- - 
ment  specified,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875,  as  by. 
reference  to  said  article  of  agreement  hereto  annexed  will  more  fully  appear: 

Now,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  said  Warren  Choate  audi 
Eliphalet  Whittlesey  shall  well  and  truly  keep  and  perform  the  covenants  in  the  said . 
article  of  agreement  on  their  part  to  be  kept  and  performed,  then  this  obligation  to  be  • 
void ;  otherwise  to  be  of  full  force. 

WARREN  CHOATE.    [seal.] 
E.  WHITTLESEY.        Iskal.]  , 
J.  C.  M'KELDEN.         [seal.] 
A.  HART.  [seal.; 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
Joe  S.  Riley. 
R.  W.  Davis. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above-named  J.  C.  M'Kelden  and  A.  Hart,  sureties  in  the « 
foregoing  contract  executed  by  Warren  Choate  &,  £.  Whittlesey,  are,  in  my  opinion, . 
financially  good^  and  able  to  respond  to  all  damages  which  may  arise  from  any  default- 
on  the  part  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  to  said  contract. 

[SEAL  NOTAKY  PUBLIC.]  WILLIAM  FITCH, 

Notary  PubUc 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  this  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and ,  between  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,  of  the  first  part,  and  William  H.  Demp- 
sey,  Washington,  D.  C,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  2l8t  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1874,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers  in  the  United  States  a  certain  . 
advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid, in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit: 

"Proposals  for  Stationer r. 

"  Post-Office  Department, 

»' Dec.  21, 1874. 
**  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  January  twenty-second, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  for  furnishing  articles  of  stationery  for  the  use  of  ' 
the  Department  for  one  year  from  February  1st,  1875. 

*'  Blank  forrlis  of  proposals,  stating  the  quality  and  estimated  quantity  of  each  arti- 
cle, will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 
**  Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  making  it,  and  be  accouipanied  ^ 
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a  guaranty,  certified  to  be  responsible  and  safflcient  by  the  postmaster  or  United  States 
attorney  where  the  bidder  resides,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days  aft«r  being 
called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a  contract  to  furnish  promptly,  and  in  quantities  as  or- 
dered, the  article  or  articles  awarded  to  him  ;  to  be  accompanied  by  a  bond,  with  ap- 
proved security,  in  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  twice  the  contract-price  of  all  the 
articles  to  be  furnished  by  said  bidder,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  same. 

"  Proposals  unaccompanied  by  such  guaranty  will  not  be  considered. 

*<  The  bids  will  be  considered  and  accepted,  or  rejected,  item  by  item,  or  by  classes  or 
i  teins,  as  the  Posfcmaster-General  may  t-lect. 

"The  articles  delivered  must  be  of  the  genuine  manufacture  and  quality  specified, 
and  be  furuished  at  the  contract-price,  whether  more  or  less  than  the  estimated  quan- 
tity ordered,  and  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge  to  the  Department  for  delivery. 

*'  The  delivery  must  be  made  for  the  person  designated  by  the  Postmaster-General 
to  receive  the  articles,  which  shall  be  subject  to  examination  and  approval  by  an  ex- 
pert detailed  for  that  purpose.  The  failure  to  deliver  in  a  reasonable  time,  say  two 
weeks  at  farthest,  or  delivery  of  an  article  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity,  will  be  held 
sufficient  cause  to  annul  the  contract,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-Qenoral. 

"The  head  of  the  Department  will,  in  all  cases,  decide  whether  the  articles  teudered 
by  the  contractor  are  of  the  kind  and  quality  required  by  the  contract. 

*^The  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  of  rejecting  any  or  all  bids  if  in  his 
judgment  the  interests  of  the  Department  require  it. 

"Samples  of  paper  and  envelopes  will  be  furnished, and  samples  of  cutlery  will  be 
shown,  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"  Each  proposal  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope  '  Proposals  for  Stationery,'  and 
be  directed  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

"  Fostmaster-GeneralJ* 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pnrsuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the 
Post-Office  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  articles  of  stationery, 
to  be  ordered  at  any  time  during  the  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  Febmary, 
at  certain  rates  and  prices  therein  proposed  and  specified.  And  whereas  said  proix>- 
sals  were  opened  and  examined,  and,  all  things  being  considered,  it  was  deemed  advis- 
able and  most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Department  that  the  proposals  of  the 
said  party  of  the  second  part,  to  supply  the  following  articles  of  stationery  at  the 
prices  herein  specified,  to  wit : 

Item    37.    One  doz.   press    copying-books,    11^  by  14^   inches,   best   French 

Eaper,  half  bound,  genuine'  Russia  leather  backs  db  corners,  uum- 
ervd  and  lettered  to  order,  1, 200  pages  each,  each  $4  00 $48  00 

Item    39.    Two  doz.  press  copying-books,  10  by  12  inches,  best  French  paper, 
*"•    white,  half   bound,  genuine  Russia  leather    backs    &    corners, 

'     nuniberc<l  and  lettered  to  order,  1,000  pages  each,  each  $2  00 4^  00 

Item    45.    20  gross  Gillott's  No.  170  pen,  per  gross  SO  54 10  80 

Item    90.     10  doz.  "  Swarth wont's  fasteners,  No.  2.  per  gross,  $1  00 10  00 

Item  104.     10  doz.  qt.  bottles  Arnold's  writing  fluid,  per  dozen,  $5  00 50  OO 

should  be  accepted ;  and  whereas  the  said  proposals  of  the  party  of  the  second  part 
were  so  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General : 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  ])reniises  and-  the  mutual  covenants  and 
agreements  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the 
parties  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  said  party  of  tlie  second  part  hereby  covenants  and 
agrees,  to  and  with  tbe  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  Post- 
Offiue  Department,  at  Wsishiugtou,  D.  C,  within  ten  days  after  being  ordered  to  so  ilo, 
BO  many  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  from 
time  to  time,  and  of  the  quality  and  at  the  prices  therein  specified,  as  shall  be  reciuired 
for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875  ;  said  articles  of  stationery  to  bo  well 
and  securely  packed  for  transportation,  ^nd  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  sample 
on  which  this  contract  is  based,  and  to  be  delivered  free  of  all  charges;  and  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  soooud 
part,  to  pay  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of 
each  quarter  of  the  year,  npon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers  for  each  and 
every  item  above  enumerated,  so  furnished,  according  to  the  amount  herein  stated,  at 
the  contract  rates  and  prices  thereof  agreed  upon  by  the  contracting  parties  for  the 
artioloH  so  proposed  and  specified.  It  is  nintnally  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the 
parries  hereto,  that  in  case  of  repeated  failnrcs  up(m  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second 
]>:\vt  to  promptly  furnish  and  deliver,  as  aforesaid,  any  of  the  articles  of  stationery  of  the 
descriptionaforesaid,  then  the  Poatnmster-General  shall  boat  liberty  to  annul  and  re- 
scind tliese  presents,  and  all  covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  the  party  of  tbe  first 
part  ent«*red  into  by  this  indenture,  and  unless  so  rescinded  or  annulled  this  agreement 
shall  continue  in  force  and  effect  for  one  year  from  tbe  first  day  of  Febrnarv.  1875 ;  and 
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•t  is  fartber  coQvenauted  and  agreed  upon  the  pari  of  the  party  of  the  second  part 
hereto,  that  no  member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  fehare 
or  part  of  this  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  seal  of  the  Poet-Office  Department,  the  siguatnre  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  are  hereto  - 
affixed. 

[SKAL.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

PoBtmagter-General. 
WM.  H.  DEMPSEY.  [skal.] 

THOS.  B.  ENTWISLE.      [seal.] 

H.  J.  McLaughlin,      [seal.] 

Witness  to  signature  of  Postmaster-General : 

Jambs  H.  Marr. 
WitueeseA  to  signature  of  second  part: 

B.  L.  Thomson. 

Geo.  Haas,  Jr. 

J.  BURK. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  William  H.  Dempsey,  of  Washington,  D. 
C,  as  principal,  and  Thos.  B.  Entwisle,  H.  J.  MoLanghlin,  as  sareties,  are  held  and 
drmly  bound  onto  ihe  United  States  in  the  just  andftui  sum  of  live  hnudred  ($500)  dol- 
lars, current  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be 
made,  we  bind  ourselves,  oar  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  jointly  and  sever- 
ally, firmly  by  these  presents :  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  1st  day  of  February, 
1875. 

Whereas  the  above-bounden  William  H.  Dempsey,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  by  a  certain 
article  of  agreement  bearing  even  date  herewith,  has  contracted  and  agreed  with  the 
said  United  States  to  furnish  and  deliver  at  the  Post-Office  Department,  at  Washing- 
ton,' D.  C,  for  the  use  of  said  Department,  certain  articles  of  stationery  in  said  agree- 
ment specified,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875,  as  by 
reference  to  said  article  of  agreement,  hereto  annexed,  will  more  fully  appear: 

Now,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  William  H.  Dempsey 
shall  well  and  truly  keep  and  perform  the  covenants  in  the  said  article  of  agreement 
on  their  part  to  be  kept  and  performed,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ;  otherwise,  to 
be  of  fall  force. 

WM.  H.  DEMPSEY.  [seal.] 

THOS.  B.  ENTWISLE.    [seal.] 

H.  J.  McLaughlin,     i  seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
B.  L.  Thomson. 
Geo.  Haas,  Jr. 

J.  BUKK. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above-nanted  Thos.  B.  Entwisle  and  H.  J.  McLaughlin,  sure- 
ties in  the  foregoiug  contract  executed  bv  William  H.  Dempsey,  are,  in  my  opinion, 
financially  good,  and  able  to  respond  to  all  damages  which  may  arise  from  any  default 
on  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  said  contract. 

THOS.  L.  TULLOCK, 
Collector  Int.  Rev,  for  the  Diet  of  Columbia, 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  this  first  day  of  Febmary,  in  the  year  of  onr 

Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and ,  between  the  United  States  of  America, 

by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,  of  the  first  part,  and  Solomons  &  Chapman, 
Washington,  D.  C,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth  : 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  21st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1(^4,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers  in  the  United  States  a  certain 
advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit : 

''proposals  for  stationery. 

"  PosT-oPFiCE  Department, 

"i>eo.2l««,l874. 
"  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  January  twenty-second, 
eighteen  hundred  seventy-five,  for  furnishing  certain  articles  of  stationery  for  the  use 
<u  the  Department  for  one  year  from  February  first,  1875. 

'*  Blank  forms  of  proposals,  stating  the  quality  and  estimated  quantity  of  each  article, 
will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 
*'  Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  firm  making  it,  and  be  aocom- 
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patiied  by  a  guaranty,  certified  to  be  respoDBible  and  eafficient  by  the  poetmaater  or 
United  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  being  called  npon  to  do  so,  execute  a  contract  to  farnish  promptly,  and  in  qoanti- 
ties  as  ordered,  the  article  or  articles  awarded  to  him ;  to  be  accompanied  by  a  bond, 
with  approved  secnrity,  in  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  twice  the  contract-price  of  all 
the  articles  to  be  furnished  by  said  bidder,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performanoe 
of  the  same. 

"  Proposals  unaccompanied  by  such  guaranty  will  not  be  considered. 

"  The  bids  will  be  considered  and  accepted,  or  rcijected,  item  by  item,  or  by  daaaea  or 
items,  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  elect. 

"  The  articles  delivered  must  be  of  the  genuine  manufacture  and  quality  specified, 
and  be  furnished  at  the  contract- price,  whether  more  or  less  than  the  estimated  quan- 
tity ordered,  and  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge  to  the  Department  for  delivery. 

"The  delivery  must  be  made  for  the  person  designated  by  the  Postmaster-General  to 
receive  the  articles,  which  shall  be  subject  to  examination  and  approval  by  an  expert 
detailed  for  that  purpose.  The  failure  to  deliver  in  a  reasonable  time,  say  two  weeks 
at  farthest,  or  delivery  of  an  article  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity,  will  be  held  suf- 
ficient cause  to  annul  the  contract,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

"The  head  of  the  Department  will,  in  all  cases,  decide  whether  the  articles  tendered 
by  the  contractor  are  of  the  kind  and  quality  required  by  the  contract. 

"  The  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  of  rejecting  any  or  all  bids  if  in  his 
judgment  the  interests  of  the  Department  reauire  it. 

**  Samples  of  paper  and  envelopes  will  be  furnished,  and  samples  of  cutlery  will  be 
shown,  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"  Each  proposal  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope  '  Proposals  for  Stationery,'  and  be 
directed  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

"  PoatmoBier-GeneralJ' 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  articles  of  stationery,  to  be 
ordered  at  any  time  during  the  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  February,  at  cer- 
tain rates  and  prices  therein  proposed  and  specified.  And  whereas  said  proposals  were 
opened  and  examined,  and,  all  things  being  considered,  it  was  deemed  advisable  and 
most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Department  that  the  proposals  of  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  to  supply  the  following  articles  of  stationery  at  the  prices  herein 
specified,  to  wit : 

Item  6.  1  ream  of  prin  ting-paper,  uncalendered,  44  lbs.  per  ream,  per  ream,  $4.39  4  39 
Item    18.  5  reams  of  envelope-paper,  yellow  or  buff-royal,  28  lbs.  per  ream,  per 

ream,  $4.47 22  35 

Item    21.  3,000  envelopes,  best  Manila  paper,  15  by  9  inches,  gummed  i  in.  in 

flap,  per  M,  $8.19 24  57 

Item    26.  50,000  envelopes,  7,015  light-buff,  extra  thick.  No.  12, 17  lbs.  2  os.  per  M, 

perM,$4.2»r........f ! !^^....  219  50 

Item   30.  10.000  envelopes,  double-thick  cream-laid ,  No.  12, 20  lbs.  3  oz  i>er  M,  per 

M,$4.65...\:. 46  60 

Item    32.  15,000  envelopes,  double-thick  oream-laid.  No.  10, 14  lbs.  7  oz.  per  M,  per 

M,$3.44 51  60 

Item    34.  30,000  euvelopes,  double-thick,  cream-laid.  No.  6i,  8  lbs.  11  oz.  per  M, 

per  M,  $2.17 65  10 

Item    41.6  doz.  memorandum-blocks,  ^  by  6},  per  doz.,  $.90 5  40 

Item    44.  25  gross  Gillott's  Nos.  294  &  404  pen,  per  gross,  $  .46 11  50 

Item    46.  6  gross  Gillott's  No.  351  pen,  per  gross,  $  .47 2  82 

Item    47.  30  gross  Gillott's  No.  303  pen,  per  gross,$  .90 27  00 

Item    48.  6  gross  Gillott's  No.  202  pen,  per  gross,  $  .27 1  62 

Item    49.  20  gross  Gillott's  No.  390  pen,  per  gross,  $  .46 9  20 

Item   64.  10  gross  Perry  &  Co.'s  No.  127  pen,  gilt-tips,  per  gross, $  .63 6  30 

Item    65.  6  gross  Perry  &.  Co.'s  No.  27  pen,  per  gross,  $  .38 2  28 

Item    66.  15  gross  Perry  &  Co.'s  fountain-pen.  No.  150,  per  gross,  $  .69 10  35 

Item    68.  6  gross  Perry  A  Co.'s  spear-point  pen,  No.  28,  per  gross,  $.39 234 

Item    79.  100  Dixon's  graphite  pencil,  hexagon,  gilt,  per  doz.,  $  .31 31  00 

Item    80.  5  doz.  pen-racks,  as  per  sample,  per  doz.,  $1.47 7  35 

Item    86.  2  doz.  hoxed  of  pounce,  assorted,  per  doz.,  $  .49 98 

Item    87.  2  doz.  boxes  of  pounce-sifters,  as  per  sample,  per  doz.,  $  .90 1  60 

Item    89.  10  gross  Swarth wont's  fasteners.  No.  1,  per  gross,  $  .70 7  00 

Item   91.  10  gross  Swarth wout's  fasteners,  No.  3,  per  gross,  $1.40 14  00 

Item  102,  6  pounds  of  sponge,  best  quality,  per  pound,  $1,33 7  98 

Item  118.  75  pounds  of  sealing- wax,  best  extra,  superiine,  per  pound,  $  .62 46  50 
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shonld  l>e  accepted ;  aod  whereas  the  said  proposals  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part 
were  so  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-Geueral : 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutual  covenants  and  agree- 
ments of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties 
as  follows,  to  wit:  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenant  and  agree,  to 
and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  Post-OMce  De- 
partment, at  Washington,  D.  C,  within  ten  days  after  being  ordered  so  to  do,  so  many 
of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  from  time  to 
time,  and  of  the  quality  and  at  the  prices  therein  specified,  as  shall  be  required  for  one 
year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875;  said  articles  of  stationery  to  be  well  and 
securely  packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  sample  on 
which  this  contract  is  based,  and  to  be  delivered  free  of  all  charges ;  and  the  said  party 
of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
to  pay  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  each 
quarter  of  the  year,  npon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers  for  each  and  every  item 
above  enumerated,  so  furnished,  according  to  the  amount  herein  stated,  at  the  contract 
rates  and  prices  thereof  agreed  upon  by  the  contracting  parties  for  the  articles  so  pro- 
posed and  specified.  It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto, 
that  in  ease  of  repeated  failures  upon  the  part  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  to 
promptly  furnish  and  deliver,  as  aforesaid,  any  of  the  articles  of  stationery  of  the 
description  aforesaid,  then  the  Postmaster-General  shall  be  at  liberty  to  annul  and  . 
rescind  these  presents,  and  all  covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  the  party  of 
the  firct  part  entered  into  by  this  indenture,  and  unless  so  rescinded  or  annulled  this 
agreement  shall  continue  in  force  and  effect  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February, 
1875;  and  it  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed  npon  the  part  of  the  parties  of  the  second 
part  hereto,  that  no  member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any 
share  or  part  of  this  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  seal  of  the  Post-Offioe  Department,  the  signature  of  the  Post- 
master-General, and  the  band  and  seal  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  are  hereto  affixed. 

[8KAL.]  ^ 

MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

Posimaater-GetteraL 
A.  8.  SOLOMONS.     [8Kal.1 
J.  J.  CHAPMAN.        [SEAL.] 
Witness  to  signature  of  Postmaster-General : 
James  A.  Mark. 

Witnesses  to  signature  of  second  part : 

W.  B.  Easton,  as  to  Solomon  &  Chapman. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Solomons  &  Chapman,  of  Washington,  D. 
C,  as  principal,  and  Thomas  McGill  &  James  M.  Withrow  as  sureties,  are  held  and 
firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  in  the  Just  and  full  sum  of  two  thousand  ($2,000) 
dollars,  current  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which  payment,  well  and  truly 
to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  jointly  and 
severally,  firmly  by  these  presente ;  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  8th  day  of 
February,  1875. 

Whereas  the  above-bonnden  Solomons  &  Chapman,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  by  a  cer- 
tain article  of  agreement  bearing  even  date  herewith,  have  contracted  and  agreed  with 
the  said  United  States  to  furnish  and  deliver  at  the  Post-Offlce  Department,  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  for  the  use  of  said  Department,  certain  articles  of  stationery  in  said  agree- 
ment specified,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875,  as  by 
reference  to  said  article  of  agreement,  hereto  annexed,  will  more  fully  appear: 

Now,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  Solomons  &  Chapman 
shall  well  and  tmly  keep  and  perform  the  covenants  in  the  said  article  of  agreement 
on  their  part  to  be  Kept  and  performed,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void;  otherwise,  to 
be  of  full  force. 

A.  S.  SOLOMONS.  [seal.] 

J.  J.  CHAPB4AN.  [SEAL.] 

THOMAS  McGILL.  [seal.] 

JAMES  M.  WITHEOW.    [seal.] 
Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
W.  B.  Easton,  as  to  Solomons  &  Chapman. 
John  T.  C.  Clark,  as  to  Thos.  McGill  and  James  M.  Withrow. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above-named  Thomas  McGill  and  James  M.  Withrow,  snre- 
ties  in  the  fore^ing  contract  executed  by  A.  S.  Solomons  and  J.  JfOhapman,  are,  in  my 
opinion,  financially  good,  and  able  to  respond  to  all  damages  which  may  arise  from  any 
default  on  the  part  of  the  part'  of  the  second  part  to  said  contract. 

JOHN  T.  C.  CLARK,  J.  P.     [seal. ] 
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This  agreemeDt,  made  and  entered  into  this  first  day  of  Febmary,  in  the  year  of  onr 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ,  between  the  United  Static  of  America, 

by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-Qenerai,  of  the  first  part,  and  William  Baliantyoe,  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth  : 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-Qenera^  h6retofore,-to  wit,  on  the  2l8t  day  of  December, 
1H74,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers  in  the  United  States  a  certain 
advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid ,  in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit : 

^PBOFOSALS  FOR  8TATIONKBV. 

t  '*  POST-OfFICIE  DBPARTMBI6*, 

Dec  21,  1674. 

**  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  January  twenty-second, 
eighteen  hundred  seventy-five,  for  furnishing  certain  articles  of  stationery  for  the  use 
of  the  Department  for  one  year  from  Febmary  1st,  1875. 

**  Blank  forms  of  proposals,  stating  the  quality  and  estimated  qoantity  of  each 
article,  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-Oeneral. 

**  Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  firm  making  it,  and  be  aooom- 
panied  by  a  guaranty,  certifi^  to  be  responsible  and  sufficient  by  the  postmaster  or 
united  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  being  called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a  contract  to  furnish  promptly,  and  in  quan- 
tities as  ordered,  the  article  or  articles  awarded  to  him  ;  to  be  accompanied  by  a  bond, 
with  approved  security,  in  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  twice  the  contract-price  of  all 
the  articles  to  be  fnrnished  by  said  bidder,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  same. 

"  Propilsals  unaccompanied  by  such  guaranty  will  not  be  considered. 

"  The  bills  will  be  considered  and  accepted,  or  rejected,  item  by  item,  or  by  classes 
or  items,  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  elect. 

''  The  articles  delivered  must  be  of  the  genuine  manufiMstnre  and  quality  specified, 
and  be  furnished  at  the  contract-price,  whether  more  or  less  than  the  estimated  quan- 
tity ordered,  and  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge  to  the  Department  for  delivery. 

"  The  delivery  must  be  made  for  the  person  designated  by  the  Postmaster-Gtoneral  to 
receive  the  articlcK,  which  shall  be  subject  to  examination  and  approval  by  an  expert 
detailed  for  that  purpose.  The  failure  to  deliver  iu  a  reasonable  time,  say  two  weeks 
at  farthest,  or  delivery  of  an  article  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity,  will  be  held  suffi- 
cient cause  to  annul  the  contract,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

**  The  head  of  the  Department  will,  in  all  cases,  decide  whether  the  articles  tendered 
by  the  contractor  are  of  the  kind  and  quality  required  by  the  contract. 

"  The  Postmaster-Oeneral  reserves  the  right  of  rejecting  any  or  all  bids  if  in  his 
Judgment  the  interests  of  the  Department  require  it. 

"Samples of  paper  and  envelopes  will  be  fnrnished,  and  samples  of  cutlery  will  be 
shown,  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-Oeneral. 

"Each  proposal  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope  'Proposals  for  Stationery,' and 
be  directed  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-Oeneral. 

"MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

"  Poaimaster-OeneraV 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the  Post- 
Office  Department^  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  articles  of  stationery,  to  be 
ordered  at  any  time  during  the  year,  commencing  on  the  flr«t  day  of  February,  at 
certain  rates  and  prices  therein  proposed  and  specibed.  And  whereas  said  proposals 
were  opened  and  examined,  and,  all  things  being  considered,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
and  most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Department  that  the  proposals  of  the  said 

larty  of  the  second  ^art,  to  supply  the  following  articles  of  stationery  at  the  prices 

erein  specified,  to  wit : 

Item      2.  35  ream  of  foolscap,  folded,  16  lbs.  per  ream,  8  by  12f  inches,  per 

ream,$3.74 r. l..... -r.     t93  50 

Item      5.  ^  reams  legal  cap,  folded,  16  lbs.  per  ream,  per  ream,  |3.7f 74  80 

Item      9.  5  reams  double  cap,  white,  best  quality,  flat,  17  by  28  inches,  36  lbs. 

per  ream,  per  ream,  $8.10 40  50 

Item  10.  5  reams  English  hand-made  cap,  18  lbs.  per  ream,  per  ream,  $5.40..  97  00 
Item    12.  6  reams  super-royal,  flat,  20  by  28  in.,  60  lbs.  per  ream,  per  ream, 

$13.80 fi2  80 

Item    15.  50  reams  best  packet-note,  white- wove,  9  lbs.  per  ream,  per  ream, 

$2.00 fZ 103  00 

Item    16.  50  reams  Ammeroial  note,  No.  6, 8  lbs.  per  tetan,  per  ream,  $1.84.. .      92  00 

Item    17.  25  reams  commercial  note,  7  lbs.  per  ream,  $1.60 40  00 

Item    20.  10,000  envelopes,  best  Manila  paper,  11^  by  7^  inches,  gummed  1 

Inch,  per  3Ci5.34 !?:... I T 63  00 
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Item    24.  20,000  envelopes,  light  boff,  extra  thick,  best  quality,  11  by  5  in., 

per  M,  $4.76 $95  00 

Item    25.  30,000  envelopes,  light  boff,  extra  thick,  best  qnality,  10  by  4^  inches, 

per  M,  13.85 115  50 

Item    33.  50,000  envelopes,  double  thick,  crea^i-Iaid,  No.  7,  9  lbs.  3  oz.  per  M, 

per  M,|2.42 121  00 

Item    36.  One  doz.  press  copying  books,  10  by  14  inches,  best  French  paper, 

half-bound,  genuine  Russia  leather  backs  &  comers,  numbered 

and  lettered  to  order,  1200  pages  each,  each,  |6.25 75  00 

Item    38.  3  doz.  press  copying  books,  10  by  14  inches,  best  French  paper, 

white,  half-bound,  genuine  Russia  leather  backs  and  corners, 

lettered  to  order,  1000  pages  each,  each,  $2.55 91  80 

Item    40.  6  doz.  press  copying  books,  10  by  12  inches,  best  French  paper, 

white,  half-bound,  genuine  Russia  leather  backs  and  corners,  num- 
bered and  lettered  to  order,  600  pages  each,  each,  $1.15 82  80 

Item    42.  6  doz.  memorandum  blocks,  3^  by  3|  in.,  per  doz.,  $0.45 2  70 

Item    50.  20  gross  Gillott's  pen.  No.  417,  per  gross,  $0.45 9  QO 

Item    51.  50  gross  Spenoerian  pen,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  per  gross,  $0.85 42  50 

Item    52.  20  gross  Esterbrook's  No.  128  pen,  per  gross,  $0.41 :, 8  20 

Item    53.  10  gross  Esterbrook's  No.  100  pen,  per  gross,  $0.40 4  00 

Item    54.  10  gross  Esterbrook's  No.  42  pen,  per  gross,  $0.34 3  40 

Item    55.  10  gross  Esterbrook's  No.  048  pen,  per  gross,  $0.39 3  90 

Item    56.  11  gross  Esterbrook's  No.  3.^  pen,  per  gross,  $0.40 4  40 

Item    59.  10  gross  Esterbrook's  No.  106  pen,  per  gross,  $0.33 3  33 

Item    60.  20  gross  Esterbrook's  No.  161  pen,  per  gross,  $0.52 10  40 

Item    62.  10  gross  Clothier's  Hollingshead  pen,  per  gross,  $1.00 10  00 

It«m    63.  5  gross  Qoodspeed's  Fountain  pen.  No.  1,  per  gross,  $1.50 7  50 

Item    69.  50  gross  Cohen  &  Son's  pens,  as  ordered.  No.  722,  Falcon  &  Big  pen, 

per  gross,  $0.40 20  00 

Item    73.  50  doz.  cedar,  swell-handle  pen-hdiders,  per  doz.,  $0.15 7  50 

Item    76.  40  doz.  A.  W.  Faber's  best  carmine  and  blue  pencils,  hexagon,  gilt, 

per  doz,  $0.84 33  60 

Item    77.  50  doz.  A.  W.  Faber's  best  large  blue  pencils,  round,  plain,  a9  per 

sample,  per  doz.,  $0.59 29  50 

Item    78.  25  doz.  Eagle  Crayon  pencil,  blue,  round,  plain,  as  per  sample,  per 

doz.,  $0.48 12  00 

Item    83.  10  doz.  iron  paper-weights,  oval,  5  inch  diameter,  per  doz.,  $1.80 18  00 

Item    84.  5  doz.  gutta-percha  rulers,  round  or  flat,  assorted  lengths,  as  ordered, 

per  doz.,$3.25 16  25 

Item    88.  10  gross  Swarthwout's  fasteners.  No.  0,  per  gross,  $0.75 7  50 

Item    93.  10  doz.  rolls  office  pins,  No.  3,  per  doz.,  $0.70 7  00 

Item    94.  25  gross  gum  bands,  No.  00,  ^  inch,  per  gross,  $1.14 28  50 

Item    95.  30  gross  gum  bands,  No.  0000,  i  inch,  per  gross,  $0.78 23  40 

Item    96.  25  gross  gum  bands,  No.  000,  ^  inch,  per  gross,  $0.64 16  00 

Item    97.  100  gross  gnm  bands.  No.  0,  i  inch,  per  gross,  $0.43 43  00 

Item    98.  75  gross  gum  bands,  No.  31,  per  gross,  $0.31 23  25 

Item    99.  75  gross  gum  bands,  No.  30,  per  gross,  $0.26 19  50 

Item  100.  75  gross  gum  bands,  No.  16,  per  gross,  $0.12 9  00 

Item  101.  25  gross  gum  bands.  No.  000,  i  in.,  per  gross,  $1.83 45  75 

Item  103.  15  doz.  qt.  bottles  of  Maynard  &>  Noyes'  ink,  per  doz.,  $3.90 58  50 

Item  105.  5  doz.  qt.  bottles  of  Thomas'  ink,  per  doz.,  $:i.75 18  75 

Item  106.  12  doz.  qt.  bottles  Carter's  combined  copying  and  writing  fluid,  per 

doz.,$ft.25 ....: 75  00 

Item  107.  5  doz.  qt.  bottles  French  imperial  violet  copying  ink,  per  doz.,  $5.25.  26  25 
Item  108.  2  doz.  qt.  bottles  Thaddeus  Davids'  carmine  ink,  genuine,  per  doz., 

$2.55 61  20 

Item  109.  6  doz.  2  oz.  glass  bottles,  empty,  glass  stoppers,  as  per  sample,  per 

doz..$1.60 9  60 

Item  113.  12  doz.  glass  sponge-cups,  2}  in.,  per  doz.,  $1.10 13  20 

Item  115.  10  doz.  8  oz.  bottles  b€«t  mucilage,  cap  &  brush,  per  doz.,  $2.00...  20  00 

Item  117.  5  lbs.  wafers,  red,  assorted  sizes,  per  lb.,  $0.60. > 3  00 

Item  120.  5  doz.  office  shears,  Seymour's  best  (jjnality,  10  inch,  per  doz.,  $10.00.  50  00 
Item  121.  15  doz.  erasers,  Rodgers  &  Sons,  polished  bone  handles,  genuine,  per 

doz.,  $2.40 36  00 

Item  122.  15  doz.  knife  erasers,  Rodgers  &.  Sons,  polished  bone  handles, 

genuine,  per  doz.,  $3.25 48  75 

should  be  accepted;  and  whereas  the  said  proposals  of  the  party  of  the  second  part 
were  so  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General : 
Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutual  oovenant 
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meDte  of  tho  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  ooyenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties 
as  follows,  to  wit :  Tbe  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenanta  and  afn'ees,  to  and 
with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  thePost-Office  Department 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  within  ten  days  after  being  ordered  so  to  do,  so  many  of  the  arti- 
cles above  enumerated,  in  sneh  qnantities  as  may  be  ordered  from  time  to  time,  and  of 
the  qnality  and  at  the  prices  therein  specified,  as  shall  be  required  for  one  year  from 
the  first  day  of  February,  1875 ;  said  articles  of  stationery  to  be  well  and  securely 
packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  sample  on  which  this 
contract  is  based,  and  to  be  delivered  free  of  all  charges ;  and  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  to  pay 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter  of 
the  year,  upon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers,  for  each  and  every  item  above 
enumerated,  so  furnished,  according  to  the  amount  herein  stated,  at  the  contract  rates 
and  prices  thereof  agreed  upon  by  the  oontractiug  parties  for  the  articles  so  proposed 
and  specified.  It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto,  that  in 
case  of  repeated  failures  upon  the  part  of  the  party  of  theseeond  part  to  promptly  furnish 
and  deliver,  as  aforesaid,  any  of  the  articles  of  stationery  of  the  description  aforeeud, 
then  the  Postmaster-General  shall  be  at  liberty  to  annul  and  rescind  these  presents,  and 
all  covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  first  part  entered  into  by 
this  indenture,  and  unless  so  rescinded  or  annulled  this  agreement  shall  continue  in 
force  and  efifect  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875 ;  and  it  is  further 
covenanted  and  agreed  upon  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  hereto,  that  no 
member  of  Congress  of  the  Unitea  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this 
contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  seal  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  the  signature  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  partj  of  the  second  part  are  hereto 
affixed. 
[SEAL.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

Fo$ima9ter-  GeneraL 
WM.  BALLANTYNE.  [seal.] 
WM.  McLEAN.  [seal.] 

ROBERT  LEITCH.  [seal.] 

Witness  to  signature  of  Postmaster-General : 

James  H.  Marr. 
Witnesses  to  signatures  of  second  part : 

C.  J.  Chichester, 

S.  E.  Slater, 

RoBT.  Lbitch,  Jr. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  William  Ballantyne,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
as  principal,  and  William  McLean  &,  Robert  Leitch,  of  said  city  and  District,  as  sure- 
ties, are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of  five 
thousand  (|5,000)  dollars,  current  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which  payment, 
well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators 
Jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents  ;  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this 
first  day  of  February,  1875. 

Whereas  the  above-bounden  William  Ballantyne,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  by  a  certain 
article  of  agreement,  bearing  even  date  herewith,  has  contracted  and  agreed  with  the 
said  United  States  to  furnish  and  deliver  at  the  Post-Office  Department,  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  for  the  use  of  said  Department,  certain  articles  of  stationery  in  said  agree- 
ment specified)  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February.  1875,  as  by 
reference  to  said  article  of  agreement^  hereto  annexed,  will  more  fully  appear: 

Now,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said  William  Ballantyne 
shall  well  and  truly  keep  and  perform  the  covenants  in  the  said  articles  of  agreement 
on  their  part  to  be  kept  and  performed,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ;  otherwise,  to 
be  of  full  force. 

WM.  BALLANTYNE.     [seal.] 


WM.  McLEAN.  [seat..] 

ROBERT  LEITCH,  Sr.  [seal.] 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  tho  presence  of— 
C.  J.  Chichestr. 
S.  E.  Slater. 
RoBT.  Leitch,  Jr. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above-named  William  Ballantyne  and  William  McLean, 
Robert  Leitch,  sureties  in  the  foregoing  contract  executed  by  said  parties,  are,  in  my 
opinion,  financially  goodf  and  able  to  respond  to  all  damages  whicn  may  arise  from 
any  default  on  the  part  of  the  second  part  to  said  contract. 

[SEAL  NOTARY  PUBLIC]  WM.  PIERCE  BELL, 

NotOTM  FubUe. 
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This  agreement,  madd  aud  entered  into  this  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  between  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,  of  the  first  part,  and  Morgan  En- 
velope Company,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  by  £.  Morgan,  treasurer  thereof,  of  the  second 
part,  witnesseth : 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  21st  day  of  December, 
1874,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers  in  the  United  States  a  certain  adver- 
tisement of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  in  manner  and  form  following,  to  wit : 

"  fbofosaub  for  stationery. 

"Post-Office  Department, 

**  Deo,  2U<,  1874. 

"Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  January  twenty-second, 
eighteen  hunored  &  seventy-five,  for  furnishing  certain  articles  of  stationery  for  the 
use  of  the  Department  for  one  year  from  February  first,  1875. 

"  Blank  forms  of  proposals,  stating  the  quality  and  estimated  quantity  of  each 
article,  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

'^  Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  firm  making  it,  aud  be  accompa- 
nied by  a  guarauty,  certified  to  be  responsible  and  suflScient  bv  the  postmaster  or 
United  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  being  called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a  contract  to  furnish  promptly,  and  in  quanti- 
ties as  ordered,  the  article  or  articles  awarded  to  him,  to  be  accompanied  by  a  bond, 
with  approved  security,  in  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  twice  the  contract-price  of  all 
the  articles  to  be  furnished  by  said  bidder,  conditioned  upon  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  same. 

"  Proposals  unaccompanied  by  such  guaranty  will  not  be  considered. 

''The  bids  will  be  considered  and  accepted  or  rejected,  item  by  item,  or  by  classes  or 
items,  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  elect. 

.  *'  The  articles  delivered  must  be  of  the  genuine  manufacture  and  quality  specified, 
and  be  furnished  at  the  contract-price,  whether  more  or  less  than  the  estimated  quan- 
tity ordered,  and  must  be  delivered  free  of  charge  to  the  Department  for  delivery. 

"The  delivery  must  be  for  the  person  designated  by  the  Postmaster-Creneral  to 
receive  the  articles,  which  shall  be  subject  to  examination  and  approval  by  an  expert 
detailed  for  that  purpose.  The  failure  to  deliver  in  a  reasonable  time,  say  two  weeks 
at  farthest,  or  delivery  of  ai}  article  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity,  will  be  held  suf- 
ficient cause  to  annul  the  contract,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

*'  The  head  of  the  Department  will,  in  all  cases,  decide  whether  the  articles  tendered 
by  the  contractor  are  of  the  kind  and  quality  required  by  the  contract. 

''  The  Postmaster- General  reserves  the  right  of  rejecting  any  or  all  bids  if  in  his  judg- 
ment the  interests  of  the  Department  require  it. 

"  Samples  of  paper  and  envelopes  will  be  furnished,  and  samples  of  cutlery  will  be 
shown,  on.  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

*'  Each  proposal  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope  '  Proposals  for  Stationery,'  and 
be  directed  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the 
Post-Office  Department,  lor  supplying  the  said  Department  with  articles  of  stationery, 
to  be  ordered  at  any  time  during  the  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
at  certain  rates  and  prices  therein  proposed  and  specified.  And  whereas  said  proposals 
were  opened  and  examined,  and,  all  things  being  considered,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
and  most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Department  that  the  proposals  of  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  to  supply  the  following  articles  of  stationery  at  the  prices 
nerein  specified,  to  wit :  * 
Item     1.  10  reams  consular  paper, flat,  18  pounds  per  ream,  12f  by  Ifiinches, 

per  ream,  $3.96 $39  60 

''        3.  25  reams  foolscap,  flat,  16  pounds  per  ream,  per  ream,  $3.25 88  00 

"        4.  20  reams  legal  cap,  flat,  16  pounds,  per  ream,  $3.52 70  40 

''        7.  200  reams  quarto  post,  best  quality,  12  pounds,  per  ream,  $2.64 528  00 

"        8.  5  reams  folio  post,  flat,  17  by  22  inches,  28  pounds,  per  ream,  $6.16..      30  80 

"      11.  5  reams  flat-cap,  17  by  22  inches,  28  pounds,  per  ream,  $4.40 22  00 

^      19.  10  reams  flne  blotting-board,  white  or  buff,  as  ordered,  Parker's 

Treasury,  100  pounds  full,  per  ream,  $15.00 150  00 

■*      22.  10,000  envelopes,   best  Manila  paper,  8^  by  5f  inches,  gummed  f 

inches  in  flap,  per  M,  $.f.50 35  00 

^      35.  46,000  envelopes,  double-thick,  cream-laid.  No.  5, 6  to  14  ojb.  per  M, 

per  M.  $1.85 74  00 

*^    114.  25  doz.  Morgan's  mneUage-stands,  8  02..  with  brnsh,  as  per  sample, 

per  doz.,  $4.00 100  00 

«'    116.  12  dojB.  qt.  bottles  best  mucilage,  per  doz.,  $4.25 t)rgTtrzeSVyt3t>0<f  ti^ 
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shoald  be  accepted ;  and  whereas  the  said  proposals  of  the  party  of  the  second  part 
were  so  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General ; 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  the  mutual  covenants  and 
agreements  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the 
parties  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenants  and 
agrees,  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  to  furnish  and  deliver  to  the  Post- 
Offioe  Department,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  within  tea  days  after  being  ordered  so  to  do, 
so  many  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  from 
time  to  time,  and  of  the  quality  and  at  the  prices  therein  specified,  as  shall  be  required 
for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875 ;  said  articles  of  stationery  to  be  well 
and  securely  packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  sample  on 
which  this  contract  is  based,  and  to  be  delivered  free  of  all  charges ;  and  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees,  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  to  pay  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of 
each  quarter  of  the  year,  upon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers  for  each  and 
every  item  above  enumerated,  so  furnished,  according  to  the  amount  herein  stated,  at 
the  contract  rates  and  prices  thereof  agreed  upon  l>y  the  contracting  parties  for  the 
articles  so  proposed  and  specified. 

It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto,  that  in  case  of 
repeated  failures  upon  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  promptly  furnish  and 
deliver,  as  aforesaid,  any  oi  the  articles  of  stationery  of  the  descnption  aforesaid,  then 
the  Postmaster-General  shall  be  at  liberty  to  annul  and  rescind  these  presents, 
and  all  covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  first  part  entered 
into  b^  this  indenture,  and  unless  so  rescinded  or  annulled  this  agreement  shall  con- 
tinue m  force  and  effect  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1875 ;  and  it  is 
further  covenanted  and  agreed,  npon  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  hereto, 
that  no  member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or 
part  of  this  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  seal  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  the  signature  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  part' of  the  second  part  are  hereto 
affixed. 

[8KAL.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL. 

PoBtmaater-Generdl, 

Witness  to  signature  of  I'ostmaster-General : 
Jamks  H.  Mark. 

THE  MORGAN  ENVELOPE  CO., 
E.  MORGAN,  Trea,    [seal.] 

Witness  to  signature  of  second  part,  (for  E.  M.): 
O.  K.  Mkkrill. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  Morgan  Envelope  Company,  of  Springfield, 
Mass.,  by  £.  Morgan,  treasurer,  as  principal,  and  E.  Wight  &  £.  Bingham,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of 
three  thousand  ($3,000)  dollars,  current  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  present^;  sealed  with  our  seals 
and  dated  this '4th  day  of  February,  1875. 

Whereas  the  above-bounden  Morgan  Envelope  Company ,-of  Springfield,  Maas.,  by 
£,  Morgan,  tr.,  by  a  certain  article  of  agreement  bearing  even  date  herewith,  has  con- 
tracted and  agreed  with  the  said  United  States  to  furnish  and  deliver  at  the  Post- 
Offico  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  use  of  said  Department,  certain  arti- 
cles of  stationery  in  said  agreement  specified,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  first 
day  of  February,  1875,  as  by  reference  to  said  article  of  agreement,  hereto  annexed, 
will  more  fully  appear. 

Now,  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  said  Morgan  Envelope  Com- 
pany, by  E.  Morgan,  tr.,  shall  well  and  truly  keep  and  perform  the  covenants  in  the 
said  article  of  agreement  on  their  part  to  be  kepi  and  performed,  then  this  obligation 
to  be  void ;  otherwise,  to  be  of  full  force. 

MORGAN  ENVELOPE  CO., 
E.  MORGAN,  2V.       [seal.] 

E.  WIGHT  [8EAL.1 

E.  BINGHAM.  [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
O.  K.  Mrrrill. 
O.  K.  Mbrrill. 
O.  K.  Mbrrill. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above-named  Morgan  Envelope  Company  and  £.  Wight 
A  E.  Bingham,  sureties  in  the  foregoing  contract  executed  by  £.  Morgan,  treasarer^ 
are,  in  my  opinion,  financially  good,  and  able  to  respond  to  all  dama^^  which  may 
arise  from  any  default  on  the  part  of  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  said  contract. 

H.  C.  LEE,  P.  M., 
Digitized  i    Springfield^  Maaa. 
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This  article  of  contraot,  made  this  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thonsand  eight  hnndred  and  seventy-flve,  by  and  between  the  United  States  of  America, 
(acting  in  this  behalf  by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-Oeneral,)  of  the  first  part,  and 
Francis  H.  Smith,  of  New  York  City,  as  principals,  and  James  Symington  and  Stephen 
F.  Sbortland,  of  New  York  City,  as  snretieSi  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

That,  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
December,  eighteen  hnndred  and  seventy-fonr,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  news- 
papers in  the  United  States  a  certain  advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  of  which 
the  here  annexed  printed  adyertisement  is  a  true  copy : 

^'proposals  for  wrappino-papsr,  twi1«e,  and  lktter-balances. 

•*  Post-Offick  Department, 

"  JVashingtanf  />.  C,  Dec.  16, 1874. 

"  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  the  19th  day  of  January, 
1875,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  for  furnishing  wrapping-paper,  twine,  and  letter-balances 
for  the  use  of  the  post-offices  in  the  United  States  for  one  year  from  the  Ist  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1875,  the  said  articles  to  be  delivered,  free  of  expense  to  the  Department,  at  the 
blank  agency  of  the  Post-Offlce  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"  The  quality  and  the  estimated  quantity'  of  each  article  required  are  specified  below : 

"  10,000  reams  of  wrapping-paper,  20  x  25  inches  in  size,  and  to  weigh  22  pounds  to  the 
ream,  each  ream  to  contain  20  perfect  quires. 

**  IkiO  reams  of  wrapping-paper,  26  x  40  inches  in  size,  and  to  weigh  55  pounds  to  the 
ream,  each  ream  to  contain  20  perfect  quires. 

"  150,000  pounds  of ,  cotton-twine,  to  be  8-ply,  and  to  measure  from  750  to  775  yards 
to  the  pound,  of  sufficient  strength  to  sustain  a  weight  of  20  pounds,  and  to  be  put  up  in 
balls  weighing  about  a  half  pound  each,  and  so  bound  as  not  to  become  loose  or  tangled 
in  transportation. 

*'  50,000  pounds  of  coarse  hemp-twine,  to  be  3-ply,  and  to  measure  from  45  to  50  yards 
tu  the  pouud,  and  to  be  put  up  in  balls  weighing  from  one  to  two  pounds  each,  and  so 
bound  as  not  to  become  loose  or  tangled  in  transportation. 

''Samples  of  the  paper  and  twine  required  will  be  furnished  to  persons  who  desire  to 
bid,  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

'*  Letter-balances  capable  of  weighing  eight  ounces,  avoirdupois  weight,  to  be  grad- 
uated down  to  quarter-ounces.    Of  these  it  is  supposed  that  1,000  will  be  wanted. 

*'  Letter-balances  of  the  same  capacity,  graduated  by  the  metric  or  gramme  system. 
Of  this  class  100  may  be  required. 

"Letter-balances  capable  of  weighing  four  pounds, avoirdupois  weight, to  be  gradu- 
ated to  half-ounces.    Of  this  class  it  is  supposed  that  200  will  be  wanted. 

"Perfrct  accuracy,  strength,  and  durability  will  be  required  in  the  balances  to  be 
fnrniHhed. 

''Samples  of  each  description  of  balances  must  accompany  each  bid,  and  the  bidder 
tN  ho  may  obtain  the  contract  will  be  required  to  furnish  balances  of  a  quality  in  all 
respects  equal  to  the  sample. 

'*£ach  balance  must  be  well  and  securely  packed  in  a  box  for  transportation,  and 
delivered,  free  of  expense,  to  the  blank  agency,  Washington,  D.  C. 

**  More  or  less  than  the  estimated  quantities  may  be  ordered,  as  the  necessities  of  the 
Department  may  require,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

*' Awards  will  be  made  for  each  article  separately  if  deemed  most  advantageous  to 
the  D<'pai*tinent. 

"  Bi'l.i  not  made  in  conformity  with  this  advertisement  will  not  be  considere<l. 

"Each  bidder  must  furnish  with  his  proposal  guarantees  of  bis  ability  to  comply 
with  his  bid,  and  a  certificate  from  a  postmaster  that  such  guarantors  are  reliable  per- 
sons. 

''  A  bond  with  two  sufficient  sureties  will  be  required  to  each  contract. 

"A  failure  to  furnish  promptly  any  article  contracted  for, or  .iny  attempt  to  impose 
upon  the  Dei^artmcnt  articles  inferior  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General  to 
tliosH  contracted  for,  will  be  considered  sufficient  cause  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  contract. 

*'  Proposals  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope,  '  Proposals  for  letter-balances,'  *  Pro- 
posals for  wrapping-paper,*  or  '  Proposals  for  twine,'  and  addressed  to  the  First  Assist- 
ant Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

"  PoatmaaUr-GefuraV* 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  wrapping-paper  and  cotton - 
twine,  and  the  said  proposals,  having  been  opened,  were  examined  and  duly  consid- 
ered, and,  after  examination  and  consideration,  the  proposals  of  Francis  H.  Smith,  of 
New  York  City,  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  wen»  accepted  by  the  Postmaster- 
General.  T 
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Now,  therefore,  in  coDsideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutaal  covenants  and  agree- 
ments of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties 
of  the  first  and  second  part  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  that  the  said 
Francis  H.  Smith,  of  New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  shall  and  will  furnish  and  deliver,  at  and 
for  the  prices  hereinafter  covenanted  and  agreed  to  be  paid  therefor  by  the  party  of  the 
first  part,  the  said  wrapping-paper  and  cotton  twine  in  the  said  advertisement  speci- 
fied, to  wit:  So  mnch  Manila  wrapping-paper  20x25  in  size, also  so  much  Manila 
wrapping-paper  26x40  inches  in  size,  also  so  much  cotton  twine  as  shall  be  reqnired  for 
the  use  of  the  Post-Office  Department  for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  February,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seventy-five,  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  samples  furnished 
to  bidders  by  the  Post-Office  Dept.,  said  paper  and  twine  to  be  well  and  securely 
packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  delivered  at  the  place  specified  in  the  said  adver- 
tisement at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  said  Francis  H.  Smith,  and  free  of  all  charges 
to  or  against  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the  transportation  thereof. 

Second.  The  said  party  of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees  to  and  with  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  pait  to  pay  to  the  said  Francis  H.  Smith,  of  the  second  part,  in 
one  month  after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  to  wit :  One  month  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March,  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  and 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  upon  the  production  of  the 
proper  vouchers  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post-Office  Department,  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit :  For  each  and  every  ream  of  paper  20x25  inches  in  size,  accepted,  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  and  forty-eight  cents,  ($1.48.)  aud  for  each  and  every  roam  of  paper  26x40 
inches  in  size,  accepted,  the  sum  of  three  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents,  ($3.69,)  and  for 
each  and  every  accepted  pound  of  cotton  twine  the  sum  of  twenty  and  eighty-nine 
hundred  cents,  (20i^(f.) 

The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  stipulate  and  agree  that,  in  case  of  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  said  Francis  H.  Smith  to  do  and  perform  all  or  any  of  the  covenants,  agree- 
ments, and  stipulations  of  this  contract  on  their  part  to  be  performed  as  herein  set 
forth,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of 
America  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  ($10,000,)  for  which  said  forfeiture  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  as  liquidated  damages, 
to  be  sued  for,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  any  court  having  juris- 
diction thereof. 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  and  second  part  hereby  mutually  stipnlat-e  and  agree  that 
this  contract  may  be  annulled  by  the  Postmaster-General  for  repeated  failures  of  the 
said  paper  and  twine  to  do  and  perform  any  of  the  covenants,  agreements,  or  stipula- 
tions herein  covenanted,  agreed,  and  stipulated  to  be  done  or  performed  by  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part;  aud  that  the  Postmaster-General  may  reject  any  and  all  of 
said  ,  which,  upon  inspection,  are  found  not  to  be  equal  in  all  respects 

to  the  sample  furnished  to  bidders. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  (as  a  cendition 
upon  compliance  with  which  their  rights  under  this  contract  depend)  that  no  member 
of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract, 
or  to  anv  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  that  the  Postmas- 
ter-General may  terminate  this  contract  for  any  breach  of  covenant  of  the  parties  of 
the  second  pari,  herein  contained,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General,  by  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  committed;  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  further 
expressly  agree  that  the  termination  of  said  contract  as  aforesaid,  nor  anything  done  by 
the  Postmaster-General  in  pursuance  of  this  stipulation,  shall  affect  or  impair  any 
right  or  claim  of  the  United  States  to  damages  or  forfeiture  for  the  breach  of  any  of  the 
covenants  of  the  contract  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Postmaster-General  has  caused  the  seal  of  the  Post-Office 
Department  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  has  attested  the  same  by  his  signature.  And 
the  said  Francis  H.  Smith,  as  principal,  and  James  Symington  and  Stephen  F.  Short- 
land,  as  sureties,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  on  the  day  and  year  first 
hereinabove  written. 

[I.  8.]  MARSHALL  .TEWELL, 

PoBimaster-  GeneraL 
FRANCIS  H.  SMITH, 
JAS.  SYMINGTON, 
STEPHEN  F.  8H0RTLAND. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  by  the  Postmaster-General,  in  the  presence  of— 

N.  A.  Gray. 
And  by  the  other  parties  hereto,  in  the  presence  of— 

J.  A.  TnoMPsoN, 

Lyman  Porter. 
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This  article  of  oontract,  made  this  first  day  of  Febraary,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one 
thonsand  eight  hnndred  and  seventy-five,  by  and  between  the  United  sl^tates  of  Amer- 
ica, (acting  in  this  behalf  by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,)  of  the  first  part, 
and  William  D.  Danncon,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  principal,  and  Ephraim  Tnrland,  &c., 
and  Abram  B.  Paul,  both  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  sureties,  of  the  second  part,  wit- 
nesseth: 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
December,  eighteen  hnndred  and  seventy-four,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain 
newspapers  in  tb^  Unit<ed  States  a  certain  advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  of 
which  the  here-annexed  printed  advertisement  is  a  true  copy : 

'^ PROPOSALS  FOR  WRAPPING-PAPER,  TWINB,  AND  LBTTER-BALANCKS. 

**Po8T-0FPrcB  Department, 

"  Washington,  D,  C,  Dec,  16, 1874. 

*'  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  the  19th  day  of  January, 
1875,  at  Vi  o'clock  noon,  for  furnishing  wrapping-paper,  twine,  and  letter-balances  for 
the  use  of  the  post-ofiices  in  the  United  States  tot  one  year  from  the  1st  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1875,  the  said  articles  to  be  delivered,  free  of  expense  to  the  Department,  at  the 
blank  agency  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

'*  The  quality  and  the  estimated  quantity  of  each  article  required  are  specified  below : 

*'  10,000  reams  of  wrapping-paper,  20x25  inches  in  size,  and  to  weigh  22  pounds  to  the 
ream,  each  ream  to  contain  20  perfect  quires. 

''  150  reams  of  wrapping-puper,  26x40  inches  in  size,  and  to  weigh  55  pounds  to  the 
ream,  each  ream  to  contain  20  perfect  quires. 

'*  150,000  pounds  of  cotton  twine,  to  be  8-ply,  and  to  measure  from  750  to  775  yards  to 
the  pound,  of  sufficient  strength  to  sustain  a  weight  of  20  pounds,  and  to  be  put  up  in 
balls  weighing  about  a  half  pound  each,  and  so  bound  as  not  to  become  loose  or  tangled 
in  transportation. 

^  50,000  pounds  of  coarse  hemp  twine,  to  be  3-ply,  and  to  measure  from  45  to  50  yards 
to  the  pound,  and  t4>  be  put  up  in  balls  weighing  from  one  to  two  pounds  each,  and  so 
bound  as  not  to  become  loose  or  tangled  in  transportation. 

'*  Samples  of  the  paper  and  twine  required  will  be  furnished  to  persons  who  desire  to 
bid,  on  application  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

**  Letter-balances,  capable  of  weighing  eight  ounces,  avoirdupois  weight,  to  be  grad- 
uated down  to  quarter-ounces.    Of  these  it  is  supposed  that  1,000  will  be  wanted. 

"Letter-balances,  of  the  same  capacity,  graduated  by  the  metric  or  gramme  system. 
Of  this  class  100  may  be  required. 

"  Letter- balances,  capable  of  weighing  four  pounds,  avoirdupois  weight,  to  be  grad- 
uated to  half-ounces.    Of  this  class  it  is  supposed  that  200  will  be  wanted. 

**  Perfect  accuracy,  strength,  and  durability  will  be  required  in  the  balances  to  be 
fnrnlshed. 

*'  Samples  of  each  description  of  balances  must  accompany  each  bid,  and  the  bidder 
who  may  obtain  the  contract  will  be  required  to  furnish  balances  of  a  quality  in  all 
respects  equal  to  the  sample. 

'*  Each  balance  must  be  well  and  securely  packed  in  a  box  for  transportation,  and 
delivered,  free  of  expense,  to  the  blank  a|(^eucy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

'*More  or  less  than  the  estimated  quantities  may  be  ordered,  as  the  necessities  of  the 
Department  may  require,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster- General. 

'*A wards  will  be  uiiule  for  each  article  separately,  if  deemed  most  advantageous  to 
the  Department. 

*'Bids  not  made  in  conformity  with  this  advertisement  will  not  be  considered. 

**  Each  bidder  must  furnish  with  bis  proposal  guarantees  of  his  ability  to  comply 
with  his  bid,  and  a  certificate  from  a  postmaster  that  such  guarantors  are  reliable 
persons. 

''A  bond,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  will  be  required  to  each  contract. 

**A  failure  to  fnrnish  promptly  any  article  contracted  for,  or  any  attempt  to  impose 
ui»on  the  Department  articles  inferior,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General,  to 
those  contracted  for,  will  be  considered  sufficient  cause  for  the  forfeitnre  of  the  contract. 

*' Proposals  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope, '  Proposals  for  Letter-Balances,'  *  Pro- 
posals for  Wrttpping*Paper,'  or  *  Proposals  for  Twine,'  and  addressed  to  the  First  Assist- 
ant Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

**Fo8ima8t€r'  General," 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the 
Post-Offloe  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  hemp-twine,  and  the 
i«aid  proposals  haviuj^  been  opened,  were  examined  and  duly  considered,  and,  after 
examination  and  consideration,  the  proposals  of  Wm.  D.  Daunton,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
of  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  were  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General : 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutual  covenants  and 
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agreements  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the 
parties  of  the  first  and  second  parts  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  said  parties  of  the  second 
part  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  that  tht* 
said  William  D.  Daunton  shall  and  will  fnrnish  and  deli%'er,  at  and  for  the  prices  here- 
inafter covenanted  and  agreed  to  be  paid  therefor  by  the  party  of  the  first  pari,  the 
hemp-twine,  in  the  said  suivertisement  specified,  to  wit:  So  much  hemp-twine  as  shall 
be  required  for  the  nse  of  the  Post-Offlce  Department  for  one  year,  from  the  first  day  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  samples 
furnished  to  bidders  by  the  Post-Oflice  Department;  said  twine  to  be  well  and 
securely  packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  delivered  at  the  place  specified  in  the  sai<l 
advertisement,  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  said  William  D.  Daunton,  and  free  of  all 
charges  to  or  against  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the  transportation  thereof. 

Second.  The  said  party  of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees  to  and  with  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  to  pay  to  the  said  William  D.  Daunton,  of  the  second  part, 
in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  to  wit :  one  month  after 
the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  the  thirtieih  day  of  Jupe,  the  thirtieth  day  of  September, 
and  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  upon  the  production  of 
the  proper  vouchers  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post-Office  Department,  a^ 
follows,  to  wit :  for  each  and  every  pound  of  accepted  twiuo,  as  specified  in  the  said 
advertisement,  twelve  and  seventy-three  hundredths  cents,  (IS^i'ft  c.) 

The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  stipulate  and  agree  that,  in  case  of  failure  ou  the 
part  of  the  said  William  D.  Daunton  to  do  and  perform  all  or  any  of  the  C(»venantb. 
agreements,  and  stipulations  of  this  contract  on  their  part  to  be  performed  as  herein  set 
forth,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of 
America  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  ($5,000,)  for  which  said  forfeiture  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  as  liquidated  damages, 
to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  any  court  having  juris- 
diction thereof. 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  and  second  part  hereby  mutually  stipulate  and  agree 
that  this  contract  may  be  annulled  by  the  Postmaster-Qeneral  for  repeated  failures  of 
the  said  William  D.  Daunton  to  do  and  perform  any  of  the  coyeuants,  agreements,  or 
stipulations  heroin  covenanted,  agreed,  and  stipulated  to  be  doue  or  perforiue<l  by  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part;  and  that  the  Pastinaster-General  may  reject  any  and  all 
of  said  pounds  of  twine,  which,  upon  inspection,  are  found  not  to  bo  equal  in  all  respeuts 
to  the  sample  furnished  to  bidders. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  (as  a  condition 
upon  compliance  with  which  their  rights  under  this  contract  depend)  that  no  member 
of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract, 
or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  that  the  Post- 
master-General may  terminate  this  contract  for  any  breach  of  covenant  of  the  parties 
of  the  second  part  herein  contained,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General,  by  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  committed  ;  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  further 
expressly  agree  that  the  termination  of  said  contract  as  aforesaid,  nor  anything  done 
by  the  Postmaster-General  in  pursuance  of  this  stipulation,  shall  affect  or  impair  any 
right  or  claim  of  the  United  States  to  damages  or  forfeiture  for  the  breach  of  any  tif 
the  covenants  of  the  contract  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Postniaster-Greneral  has  caused  the  seal  of  the  Post-Office 
Department  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  has  attested  the  sanie  by  his  signature.  And 
the  said  William  D.  Daunton,  as  principal,  and  Ephraim  Turlaud  &  Co.,  and  Abraham 
B.  Paul,  as  sureties,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  on  the  day  and  year  first 
herein  above  written. 

[L.  8.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

Foetmaster-  GeneraL 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  by  the  Postmaster-General,  in  the  presence  of— 
N.  A.  Gray. 

WM.  D.  DAUNTON. 
E.  TURLAND  &  C. 
A.  B.  PAUL. 

And  by  the  other  parties  hereto,  in  the  presence  of— 
John  Bakjiows. 
W.  Morris  Woodlky. 
Wm.  D.  Cleveland. 

The  undersigned,  postmaster  at  Philadelphia,  certifies  that  ho  is  acquainted  tiitii 
the  above-named  sureties,  and  knows  them  to  be  men  of  property  and  responsible  for 
the  foregoing  contract. 

GEO.  W.  FAIRMAN,  P.  Af. 

Philadelphla,  Pa.,  Feb,  6,  1875. 
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This  article  of  contract,  made  this  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  by  and  between  the  United  States  of  America, 
(acting  in  this  behalf  by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,)  of  the  first  part,  and 
John  A.  Baker,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  as  principal,  and  Thomas  L.  Hume  and  Nathaniel 
B.  Fagitt,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  as  sureties,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth: 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
December,  eight'een  hundred  and  seventy-four,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  news-  . 
papers  in  the  United  States  a  certain  advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  of  which 
the  here  annexed  printed  advertisement  is  a  true  copy : 

'*  PROPOSALS   FOR   WRAPPING-PAPER,  TWINK,  AND  LETTER-BALANCES. 

"  POST-OFFICE  Department, 

"  Washington,  D.  C,  Dee.  16, 1874. 

*^  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  the  19th  day  of  January, 
1875,  at  12  o'clock  noon,  for  furaishing  wrapping-paper,  twine,  and  letter-balances  for 
the  use  of  the  post-oflBces  in  the  United  States  for  one  year  from  the  1st  day  of  Febru- 
ary, lt^5,  the  said  articles  to  be  delivered,  free  of  expense  to  the  Department,  at  the 
blank  agency  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  Washington  D.  C. 

*'The  quality  and  the  estimated  quantity  of  each  article  required  are  specified 
below : 

"  10,000  reams  of  wrapping-paper,  20x25  inches  in  size,  and  to  weigh  22  pounds  to 
tbe  ream,  each  ream  to  contain  20  perfect  quires. 

*<  150  reams  of  wrapping-paper,  26x40  inches  in  size,  and  to  weigh  55  pounds  to  the 
ream,  each  ream  to  contain  20  perfect  quires. 

**  150,000  pounds  of  cotton  twine,  to  be  8-ply,  and  to  measure  from  750  to  775  yards* 
io  the  pound,  of  sufficient  strength  to  sustain  a  weight  of  20  pounds,  and  to  be  put  up 
in  balls  weighing  about  a  half  pound  each,  and  so  bound  as  not  to  become  loose  or 
tangled  in  transportation. 

"  50,000  pounds  of  coarse  hemp  twine,  to  be  3-ply,  and  to  measure  from  45  to  50  yards 
to  the  pound,  and  to  be  put  up  in  balls  weighing  from  one  to  two  pounds  each,  and  so 
bound  as  not  to  become  loose  or  tangled  in  transportation. 

**  Samples  of  the  paper  and  twine  required  will  be  furnished  t-o  persons  who  desire  to 
bid,  on  application  to  tue  First  Assistant  Postmaster* General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

**  Letter-balances  capable  of  weighing  eight  ounces,  avoirdupois  weight,  to  be  gradu- 
at«d  down  to  quarter  ounces.    Of  these  it  is  supposed  that  1,000  will  be  wanted. 

'^Letter-balances  of  the  same  capacity,  graduated  by  the  metric  or  gramme  system. 
Of  this  class  100  may  be  required. 

**  Letter-balances  capable  of  weighing  four  pounds,  avoirdnpois  weight,  to  be  gradu- 
ated to  half  ounces.     Of  this  class  it  is  sn]iposed  that  200  will  be  wanted. 

*'  Perfect  accuracy,  streugth,  and  durability  will  be  require  d  in  the  balances  to  be 
furnished. 

"  Samples  of  each  description  of  balances  must  accompany  each  bid,  and  the  bidder 
who  may  obtain  the  contract  will  be  required  to  furnish  balances  of  a  quality  in  all 
respects  equal  to  the  sample. 

"  Each  balance  must  be  well  and  securely  packed  in  a  box  for  transportation,  and 
delivered,  free  of  expense,  to  the  blank  agency,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"  More  or  less  than  the  estimated  quantities  may  be  ordered,  as  the  necessities  of  the 
Department  may  require,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

''Aw^ards  will  be  made  for  each  article  separately ,  if  deemed  most  advantageous  to 
tbe  Department. 

"Bids  not  made  in  conformity  with  this  advertisement  will  not  be  considered. 

''Each  bidder  must  furnish  with  his  proposal  guarantees  of  his  ability  to  comply 
with  his  bid,  and  a  certificate  from  a  postmaster  that  such  guarantors  are  reliable  per- 
sons. 

"A  bond  with  two  sufficient  sureties  will  be  required  to  each  contract. 

"A  failure  to  furnish  promptly  any  article  contracted  for,  or  any  attempt  to  impose 
upon  the  Department  articles  inferior  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General  to  those 
contracted  for,  will  be  considered  sufficient  cause  for  the  forfeiture  of  the  contract. 

**  Proposals  must  be  indorsed  on  the  envelope,  *  Proposals  for  letter-balances,' '  Pro- 
posals for  wrapping-paper,*  or  '  Proposals  for  twine,^  and  addressed  to  the  First  Assist- 
ant Postmaster-General.  Washington,  D.  C. 

"  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

''Postmaater-Generair 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the 
Post-office  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  letter-balances,  and 
tbe  said  propoMils,  having  been  opened,  were  examined  and  duly  considered,  and,  aft>er 
examination  and  consideration,  the  proposals  of  John  A.  Baker,  of  the  parties  of  the 
second  part,  were  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General ; 

H.  Ex.  79 3  ^'9'^'^.^^  ^y  ^OOgie 


34  REPORTS  OF   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mntnal  covenants  and  agree- 
ments of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenant.ed  and  agreed  between  the  parties 
of  the  first  and  second  part  as  follows,  to  wit:  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  that  the  said 
John  A.  Baker  shall  and  will  furnish  and  deliver,  at  and  for  the  prices  hereinafter  cov- 
euanted  and  agreed  to  be  paid  therefor  by  the  party  of  the  first  part,  the  balances  in 
the  said  advertisement  specified,  to  wit,  so  many  of  each  of  the  three  kinds  therein 
specified  as  shall  be  required  for  the  nse  of  the  PostrOffice  Department  for  one  year 
from  the  first  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  to  be  in  all  respects 
equal  to  the  best  standard  scales  now  in  general  nse ;  said  scales  or  balances  to  be  well 
and  securely  packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  delivered  at  the  blank  agency  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  said  John  A.  Baker,  and  free  of  all 
charges  to  or  against  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the  transportation  thereof. 

Second.  The  said  party  of  the  first  part  covenants  and  ajp^ees  to  and  with  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  part  to  pay  to  the  said  John  A.  Baker,  of  the  second  part,  in  one  month 
after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  to  wit :  one  montn  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  the  thirtieth  day  of  Sei>tember,  and  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  upon  the  production  of  the  proper 
vouchers  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post^fflce  Department,  as  follows,  to 
wit:  For  each  and  every  balance  of  eight-ounce  capacity,  avoirdupois  graduation,  the 
sum  of  five  cents,  (&c. ;)  for  each  and  every  balance  of  eight-onnce  capacity,  metric 
graduation,  the  sum  of  five  cents,  (5c.,)  and  for  each  and  every  balance  of  four  pounds 
capacity,  avoirdupois  gradnation,  the  sum  of  five  cents,  (5c.) 

The  said  parties  of  tne  second  part  stipulate  and  agree  that,  in  case  of  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  said  John  A.  Baker  to  do  and  perform  all  or  any  of  the  covenants,  agree- 
ments, and  stipulations  of  this  contract  on  their  part  to  be  performed  as  herein  aet 
forth,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of 
America  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  (|5,000,)  for  which  said  forfeiture  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  as  liquidated  damages, 
to  be  sued  for,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  any  court  having  Juris- 
diction thereof. 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  and  second  part  hereby  mutnallv  stipulate  and  agree 
that  this  contract  may  be  annulled  by  the  Postmaster-General  tor  repeated  failures  of 
the  said  John  A.  Baker  to  do  and  pertorm  any  of  the  covenants,  agreements,  or  stipu- 
lations herein  covenanted,  agreed,  and  stipulated  to  be  done  or  performed  by  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part ;  and  that  the  Postmaster-General  may  reject  any  and  all  of 
said  balances  which,  upon  inspection,  are  found  not  to  be  equal  in  all  respects  to  the 
samples  furnished. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  (as  a  condition 
upon  compliance  with  which  their  rights  nnder  this  contract  depend)  that  no  member 
of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  con- 
tract, oz  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  that  the  Post- 
master-General may  terminate  this  contract  for  any  breach  of  covenaut  of  the  parties 
of  the  second  part,  herein  contained,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General,  by  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  committed ;  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  further 
expressly  agree  that  tne  termination  of  said  contract  as  aforesaid,  nor  anything  done 
by  the  Postmaster-General  in  pursuance  of  this  stipulation,  shall  alfect  or  impair  any 
right  or  claim  of  the  United  States  to  damages  or  forfeiture  for  the  breach  of  any  of 
the  covenants  of  the  contract  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Postmaster-General  has  caused  the  seal  of  the  Post-Office 
Department  to  be  hereunto  aflixed,  and  has  attested  the  same  by  his  signature.  And 
the  said  John  A.  Baker,  as  principal,  and  Thomas  L.  Hume  and  Nathaniel  B.  Fngitt,  as 
sureties,  have  hereunto  set  their  bands  and  seals  on  the  day  and  year  first  herein  above 
written. 

[I.  8.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

PosimoMUsT'  General. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  by  the  Postmaster-General,  in  the  presence  of— 
N.  A.  Gkay. 

JOHN  A.  BAKER. 
THOMAS  L.  HUME. 
NATHANIEL  B.  FUGITT. 
And  by  the  other  parties  hereto  in  the  presence  of— 
John  C.  Redkuk. 

The  above-namel  suietiei,  Hnme  nnd  Fugitt,  rre  responsible  men. 

J.  M.  EDMUNDS,  P.  }f., 

IVmhington,  I).  C. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORTS   OF   POSTMASTER-GENERAL.  35 

This  article  of  contracti  made  this  first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  by  and  between  the  United  States  of 
America,  (accing  in  this  behalf  by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,)  of  the  first 
part,  and  Benjamin  Chambers,  of  Washiugtoo,  D.  C,  of  the  second  part,  as  principals, 
and  Bdeasrs.  .Jameson  &.  Collins,  of  Alexandria,  and  Thomas  Lewis,  of  Washington,  . 
D.  C,  as  sureties,  of  the  second  part,  witnosseth : 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
February,  eighf-een  hundred  and  seventy-five,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  news- 
papers in  the  United  States  a  certain  advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  of  which 
the  here  annexed  printed  advertisement  is  a  true  copy : 

'^  proposals  for  marking  and  rating  6ta>ips. 

"  Post- Office  Department, 

"  fVashingtonf  February  15. 1875. 
*'  Sealed  proposals  wiU  be  received  at  this  Department  until  the  16th  day  of  March 
next,  at  12  o'clock  niH>n,  for  fuAishiog  for  the  use  of  the  post-offices  in  the  United 
States  for  one  j^ear,  and  also  for  four  years  from  the  Ist  of  April  next,  marking  and 
rating  stamps  of  the  following  description,  pamely : 

"  CLASS  NO.  1. 

**  Circular  marking-stamps  of  steel,  or  other  suitable  material,  with  cancel  combined^ 
the  stamp  to  be  about  one  inch  and  the  caneel  one-half  inch  in  diameter,  with  the 
name  of  the  office  and  State,  with  type  for  months  and  days  in  blooks  of  like  material, 
with  sufficient  thumbscrew  for  the  same,  and  with  handles  of  mahogany,  walnut,  or 
other  heavy  wood. 

''Inproposala  for  this  class  of  stamps  the  bidder  will  stak)  the  additional  charge 
when  ntted  for  and  accompanied  by  24-hour  blocks,  as  8  a.  m.,  4  p.  m.,  &c.;  also,  the 
charse  for  separate  figures  and  months. 

'*^8o,  octagon  marking-stamps,  witboht  the  cancel,  but  similar  in  all  other 
respectfl  to  the  circular  stamp  anove  described,  and  with  type  for  year,  months,  and 
days  of  the  same  material,  in  blocks. 

"CLASS  NO.  2. 

"Circular  marking-stamps  of  iron,  or  other  suitable  material,  without  the  cancel 
but' similar  in  all  other  respects  to  No.  1  circular  stamp,  and  with  type  for  mouths  in 
blocks  and  single  figures  for  days,  all  of  the  same  material. 

"Also,  for  the  same  when  on  square  face  instead  of  circular. 

"  CLASS  NO.  3. 

"Circular  marking-stamps  of  boxwood,  or  other  suitable  material,  and  in  all  other 
respects  similar  to  No.  2  stamp,  except  that  the  type  may  be  of  printers'  type-metal. 

"  CLASS  NO.  4. 

"  Circular  marking-stamps  of  steel,  for  foreign  mails,  similar  to  those  now  in  use  in 
New  York,  San  Francisco,  &o.,  or  of  any  other  suitable  style  for  foreign  mails,  and 
containing  such  words  as  "  Chicago  Direct,"  "  Detroit  Paid  All,"  "  Portland  B.  R. 
Transit,"  "New  York  Unpaid,"  "Baltimore  Paid  All  B.  R. Transit," &c.,  and  with  type 
as  in  No.  1  stamp. 

"Also,  rating  and  other  miscellaneous  stamps,  corresponding  with  stamps  Nos.  1,  2, 
and  3  in  material  and  style,  and  containing  such  words  as  "Advertised,"  "Missent," 
"Returned  for  better  directions,"  or  any  other  word,  sentence,  or  figures  not  exceeding 
in  length  the  sentence  "  Returned  for  better  directions." 

"Also,  cancels  of  half-inch  diameter,  and  containing  four  or  more  parallel  lines,  and 
corresppnding  in  material  with  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  stamps. 

"  Proposals  will  be  received  for  all  the  above-desonbed  stamps,  or  for  each  class  sepa- 
rately. 

"  If  bids  are  made  proposing  other  materials  than  those  mentioned  in  this  advertise- 
ment, such  bids  will  be  considered  in  making  the  awards. 

"Stamps  will  be  ordered  for  the  different  classes  of  offices,  according  to  present  or 
future  regulations  and  necessities  of  the  Department^  or  the  Postmaster-General  may 
at  any  time  cease  to  order  any  of  them,  in  his  discretion. 

"  Models  of  stamps  complete,  of  the  bidders'  own  manufacture,  must  accompany  the 
proposals. 

"  Each  proposal  must  be  accompanied  by  the  guarantee  of  two  sufficient  guarantors, 
that  the  oidder  will  enter  into  contract,  within  ten  days  after  his  bid  is  accepted,  to 
furnish  the  articles  specified  in  his  accepted  bid. 

"The  accepted  bidder  will  .be  required,  within  ten  days  after  his  bid  is  accepted,  to 
enter  into  contract,  with  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  Postmaster-General,  to  supnly 
the  articles  the  proposal  for  which  is  accepted,  in  which  contract  it  shall  be  proviae<l 
that,  in  <;a8e  of  milure  to  supply  the  articles,  or  any  of  them,  according  to.the^pn|ract, 
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tbe  contractor  and  bis  sureties  shall  be  liable  for  the  forfeiture  specified  in  such  con- 
tract as  liquidated  damaf^es  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 

^'  The  stamps  must  be  delivered  at  the  blank  agency  of  the  Post-Office  Department 
at  the  expense  of  the  contractor. 

**  Proposals  should  be  indorsed  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope,  Proposals  fo^OflSce 
Marking- Stamps,  and  addressed  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

*•  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

"  Foaimaster-GeneraV^ 

And  whereas  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the 
Post-Oliice  Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  marking  and  rating 
stamps,  and  the  said  proposals,  having  been  opened,  were  examined  and  duly  consid- 
ered, and,  after  examination  and  consideration,  the  proposals  of  Benjamin  Chambers, 
of  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  were  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General : 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutual  covenants  and  agree- 
ments of  the  parties  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties 
of  the  first  and  second  part  as  follows,  to  wit:  Tbe  said  paities  of  the  second  part 
hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  that  the  said 
Benjamin  Chambers  shall  and  will  furnish  and  deliver,  at  and  for  the  prices  hereinafter 
covenanted  and  agreed  to  be  paid  therefor  by  the  party  of  the  first  part,  tbe  said 
stamps  in  the  advertisement  specified,  to  wit :  No.  1  steel,  octagon,  each  |2.48;  No.  1 
steel,  common,  each  |2.85 ;  No.  1  steel,  when  fitted  for  hour-blocks,  each  |3.35;  No.  1 
steel,  with  cancel  separate  or  word,  as  "  Registered,''  each  $2.75 ;  No.  2  iron,  square, 
each,  $1.50;  No.  2  iron,  common,  each  (1.40;  No.  3,  Iron,  each  75  c. ;  No.  4  steel,  each 
$2.50;  miscellaneous  steel  or  iron,  each  18  c. ;  cancels  of  wood,  each  7  c.;  single 
blocks  of  steel  or  iron,  including  honr-blocks,  each  4  o. ;  single  blocks  of  type-metal, 
each  2  c,  as  shall  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  PostrOffice  Department  for  one 
year  from  the  firat  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  to  be  in  all  respects 
equal  to  samples  accompanying  the  bids ;  said  stamps  to  be  delivered  at  the  blank 
agency  in  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  said  Benjamin  Chambers, 
and  free  of  all  cbarges  to  or  against  the  Post-Otfice  Department  for  the  transportation 
thereof. 

I^cond.  The  said  party  of  the  first  part  covenants  and  agrees  to  and  with  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  part  to  pay  to  the  said  Benjamin  Chambers,  of  the  second  part,  in  one 
month  after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter  of  the  year,  to  wit :  one  month  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March,  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  the  thirtieth  day  of  September, 
and  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  upon  the  production  of 
the  proper  vouchers  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post-Oftice  Department,  as 
follows,  to  wit :  No.  1  steel,  octagon,  each  $2.48 ;  No.  1  steel,  common,  eacn  $2.85 ;  No. 
1  steel,  when  fitted  for  hour-blocks,  each  $3.35 ;  No.  1  steel,  with  cancel  separate  or 
word,  as  "  Registered,''  each  $2.75 ;  No.  2  iron,  square,  each  $1.50 ;  No.  2  iron,  common, 
each  $1.40;  No.  3  iron,  each  75  o. ;  No.  4  steel,  each  $2.50;  miscellaneous  steel  or  iron, 
each  Id  c. ;  cancels  of  wood,  each  7  c. ;  single  blocks  steel  or  iron,  including  hour- 
blocks,  each  4  c. ;  single  blocks  of  type-metal,  each  2  c. 

The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  stipnlate  and  agree  that,  in  case  of  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  said  Benjamin  Chambers  to  do  and  perform  all  or  any  of  the  covenants, 
agreements,  and  stipulations  of  this  contract  on  their  part  to  be  performed  as  herein 
set  forth,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States 
of  America  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  ($5,000,)  for  which  said  forfeiture  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable  as  liquidated  damages, 
to  be  sued  for,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  any  court  having  juris- 
diction thereof. 

The  said  parties  of  the  first  and  second  part  hereby  mutually  stipulate  and  agree 
that  this  contract  may  be  annulled  by  the  Postmaster-General  for  repeated  failures  of 
the  said  Benjamin  Chambers  to  do  and  perform  any  of  the  covenants,  agreements,  or 
stipulations  herein  covenanted,  agreed,  and  stipulated  to  be  done  or  performed  by  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part ;  and  that  the  Postmaster-General  may  reject  any  and 
all  of  said  stamps,  which,  upon  inspection,  are  found  not  to  be  equal  in  all  respects  to 
samples  accompanying  the  bid. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  (as  a  condition 
upon  compliance  with  which  their  rights  nnder  this  contract  depend)  that  no  member 
of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  this  con- 
tract, or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  stipulate  and  agree  that  the  Post- 
master-General may  terminate  this  contract  for  any  breach  of  covenant  of  the  parties 
of  the  second  part,  herein  contained,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General,  by  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  committed  ;  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  fnrther 
expressly  agree  that  the  termination  of  said  contract,  as  aforesaid,  nor  anything  done 
by  the  Postmaster-General  in  pursuance  of  this  stipulation,  shall  affect  or  impair  any 
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ri^ht  or  claim  of  the  United  States  to  damages  or  forfeltare  for  the  breach  of  any  of 
the  coveDants  of  the  contract  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part. 

Id  witness  whereof  the  said  Postmaster-General  has  caused  the  seal  of  the  Poat-Offloe 
Department  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  has  attested  the  same  by  his  signature  ;  and 
the  said  Benjamin  Chambers,  as  principal,  and  Messrs.  Jameson  &.  Collins,  of  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  and  Tho.  Lewis,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  as  sureties,  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals  on  the  day  and  year  first  hereinabove  written. 
[L.  s.]  MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

Postnuuter-  General. 
Signe<l,  sealed,  and  delivered,  bv  the  Postmaster-General,  in  presence  of— 
X.  A.  Gray. 

B.  CHAMBERS. 
JAMMESSON  &  COLLINS. 
MOMA  LEWIS. 
And  by  the  other  parties  hereto  in  the  presence  of— 

G*  W.  JxlNESSOX. 

C.  A.  Ward. 
Mauma  Patchin. 


This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  this  21st  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  between  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  Marshall  Jewell,  Postmaster-General,  of  the  first  part,  and  the  firm  known 
and  doing  business  under  the  name  of  Fairbanks  St  Co.,  of  the  second  part,  witness- 
eth: 

That  whereas  the  Postmaster-General  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  11th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1874,  caused  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers  in  the  United  States  a  certain 
advertisement  of  the  date  last  aforesaid,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed ;  and 
whereas,  certain  proposals  were  made  pursuant  thereto,  and  received  at  the  Post  Office 
Department,  for  supplying  the  said  Department  with  platform  and  counter  scales ;  and 
whereas  said  proposals  were  opened  and  examined ;  and  whereas,  all  things  being  con- 
sidered, it  was  deemed  advisable  and  most  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Department 
that  the  proposals  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  to  supply  the  scales  aforesaid 
should  be  accepted ;  and  whereas  the  said  proposals  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part 
were  accepted  by  the  Postmaster-General : 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  mutual  covenants  and  agree- 
meut'S  of  the  partis  aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties 
as  follows,  to  wit :  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to 
and  with  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  to  furnish  and  deliver,  as  specified  in  the  afore- 
said advertisement,  so  many  of  the  said  scales  herein  specified  as  snail  be  required  for 
one  year  from  the  21st  day  of  December,  1874 ;  said  scales  to  be  well  and  securely 
packed  for  transportation,  and  to  be  in  all  respects  equal  to  the  best  standard  scales 
now  in  general  nse,  and  to  be  delivered  free  of  all  charges;  and  the  said  party  of  the 
i^rst  part  covenants  and  agrees  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  pay 
the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  in  one  month  after  the  expiration  of  each  quarter 
of  the  year,  upon  the  production  of  the  proper  vouchers  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  Post-Office  Department,  as  follows,  to  wit :  For  each  and  every  2,000  lb.  scale  on 
wheels,  $24.98;  without  wheels,  $23.34.  For  each  1,000  lb.  scale  on  wheels,  $14.32 ; 
without  wheels,  $12.98.  For  each  600  lb.  scale  on  wheels,  $10.98 ;  without  wheels,  $7.64. 
For  each  240  lb.  scale,  $4.65.    For  each  62  lb.  scale,  $3.98. 

It  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto  that  in  case  of  re- 
peated failures  upon  the  part  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  to  promptly  furnish  and 
deliver  as  aforesaid  any  scales  of  the  description  aforesaid,  then  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral shall  be  at  liberty  to  annul  and  rescind  these  presents  and  all  covenants  and  agree- 
ments on  his  part  entered  into  by  this  indenture,  and  unless  so  rescinded  or  annulled, 
this  agreement  shall  continue  in  force  and  eflfect  for  one  year  from  the  21st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1874 ;  and  it  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed  upon  tiie  part  of  the  parties  of 
the  second  part  hereto,  that  no  member  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  seal  of  the  Post-Ottice  Department,  the  signature  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part  are  hereto 
affixed. 


Witness  to  signature  of  Postmaster-General : 
N.  A.  Gray. 


MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

Postmaster'  G  eneraL 


FAIRBANKS  &  CO.    [r^  s.] 


Witness  to  signatures  of  second  parties. 

D.  C.  Talcott.  t 
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Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we,  the  aforesaid  firm  of  Fairbanks  &.  Co.,  as 
principals,  and  Wm.  S.  Wells  and  E.  H.  Boardman  as  sureties,  all  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  are  held  and  firmly  bonnd  unto  the  United  States  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  current  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  which  payment,  veil 
and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  jointly 
and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  2Ut  daj  of 
December,  1874. 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  whereas  the  above-bonnden  Fairbanks 
&  Co.,  by  a  certain  article  of  agreement  bearing  even  date  herewith,  have  contracted 
and  agreed  with  the  said  United  States  to  furnish  and  deliver  as  aforesaid,  for  the  nse 
of  said  Department,  certain  scales  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  Slst  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1874,  as  by  reference  to  said  article  of  agreement,  hereto  annexed,  will  more  fnlly 
appear : 

Now,  if  the  said  Fairbanks  &  Co.  shall  well  and  truly  keep  and  perform  the  cove- 
nants in  the  said  article  of  agreement  on  their  part  to  be  kept  and  performed,  then  thU 
obligation  to  be  void  ;  otherwise  to  be  ot  full  force. 

FAIRBANKS  &  CO.    [l.  8.] 
WM.  S.  WELLS.  [L.S.] 

E.  H.  BOARDMAN.       [l.  s] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of— 
n.  C.  Talcott. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above-named  and  sureties  in  the 

foregoing  contract  executed  by  Fairbanks  &  Co.,  are  in  my  opinion  goad,  and  able  t« 
respond  to  all  damages  which  may  arise  from  any  default  on  the  part  of  the  parties  of 
the  second  part  to  said  contract. 


prorosals  for  platform  and  couktkr  qcauis, 

Post-Offick  Departmekt, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  11, 1674. 

Proposals  will  be  received  at  this  Department  until  Monday,  the  21st  instant,  at  12 
o'clock  m.,  for  furnishing  such  offices  as  need  tbeni,  a  list  of  which  can  be  obtained  at 
this  Department,  with  platform  and  counter  scales,  in  such  numbers,  more  or  less,  and 
capacity  as  follows; 

About  eight  of  two  thousand  pounds  each. 

Five  of  one  thousand  pounds  each. 

Twenty-five  of  six  hundred  pounds  each. 

Two  hundred  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  each. 

And  about  twelve  hundred  of  sixty-two  pounds  each. 

The  scales  must  be  first  class  in  every  respect,  and  equal  to  the  best  standard  scales 
now  in  general  use,  and  must  be  delivered  at  the  post-otiices  where  needed  on  or  before 
the  31at  instant,  at  the  risk  and  expense  of  the  contractor,  and-  in  good  order  and  con- 
dition. The  two  hundred  and  forty  pound  and  the  sixty-two  pound  scales  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Post-Office  Department  at  any  post-office  from  whioh  the  contractors 
may  elect  to  ship,  and  this  Department  will  transport  them  at  its  own  expense  to  the 
points  where  needed. 

The  bids  must  contain  a  definite  description  of  the  scales  offered,  namely,  size  of 
platform,  whether  with  or  without  wheels,  and  any  other  descriptive  particulars  which 
aie  customary. 

The  responsibility  of  the  bidder  for  any  damage  growing  out  of  a  failure  on  his  part 
to  fulfill  Che'  terms  of  his  contract  must  be  guaranteed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Post- 
master-General.  The  Postmaster-Qeneral  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  bids, 
as  he  may  deem  most  advantageous  to  the  Government. 

As  it  is  imperative  that  these  scales  sbonld  be  put  into  use  on  the  first  day  of  Jaoo- 
ary  next,  no  extension  of  time  can  bo  granted  under  any  circumstances. 

MARSHALL  JEWELL, 

PoBtmaOer'&entral 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


44th  Conobess,  >    HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES.   (  Ex.  Doo. 
1st  SesHon.      )  )   No.  80. 


PAWISEE  INDIANS  IN  NEBRASKA. 


LETTER 


FBOM 


THE   SECRETARY   OF    THE   INTERIOR, 


TRANSMITTIIPG 


Correspondence  upon  the  sulject  of  the  present  neceseitm  of  the  Pawnee 

Indians  in  Nebraska. 


January  16,  1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  od  lodian  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Wa^hingtonj  January  17, 1876. 
Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  »  copy  of  a  communica- 
tion, dated  the  15th  instant,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
together  with  the  inclosure  therein  noted,  printed  copy  of  correspond- 
ence between  the  Indian  Office  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners,  upon  the  subject  of  the  condition  and  necessities  of  the 
Pawnee  Indians. 

The  Commissioner  submits  (see  page  4,  pamphlet  inclosed)  a  draught 
of  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  Pawnee  reserve  in  Nebraska,  and 
recommends  that  Congress  be  asked  for  an  appropriation,  for  the  present 
rehef  of  these  Indians,  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  re-im- 
bursed  from  tlie  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  lands  above  referred  to. 

Tlie  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  is  approved,  and  the  subject 
is  respectfully  presented  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

Z.  CHANDLER, 

Secretary, 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington^  D.  C,  January  15, 1876. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copy  of  pamphlet  contain- 
igcertain  correspondence  and  statements  of  my  predece8Sor^j|p^q^l9igeT{^ 
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members  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  relative  to  the  removal 
and  necessities  of  the  Pawnee  Indians. 

The  exigency  of  this  case  and  the  action  which  followed  upon  it  are 
fully  set  forth  in  this  pamphlet,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  change  of 
these  Indians  to  a  location  in  the  Indian  Territory  will  prove  of  advan- 
tage to  them. 

I  respectfully  in  vita  your  special  attention  to  the  proposed  legislation 
in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  reservation  of  the  Paw- 
nees in  Nebraska,  and  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  make  the 
necessary  appropriation  for  these  Indians,  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the 
sales  of  lands  belonging  to  this  reservation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

J.  (J.  SMITH, 


Commissioner. 


The  Hon.  Secbetary  op  the  Interior. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  HON.  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR  AND  THE 
COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS,  RELATIVE  T.O  THE  REMOVAL  AND 
NECESSITIES  OF  THE  PAWNEE  INDIANS. 

Dkpartmext  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  December  14, 1675. 
Sir  :  I  return  herewith,  amended,*  the  dranght  of  a  hill  providing  for  the  sale  of  the 
Pawnee  reserve  in  Kansas,  which  accompanied  your  report  of  the  9th  instant,  which 
hill,  as  amended,  will,  it  is  helieved,  meet  the  requirements  in  the  case,  and  has  the 
approval  of  this  Department. 
The  papers  which  were  transmittel  with  yoar  report  are  also  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ohedieat  servant, 

Z.  CHANDLER, 
titcrtiarj/. 
The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


Department  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington f  D.  C,  Deoemoer  0, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  communication  from  the  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Pawnee  Indians, 
and  the  steps  that  have  been  taken  to  provide  for  their  wants  dnrinff  the  past  year.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  emergency  of  the  case,  in  the  view  of  the  President,  was  sufficient 
to  Justify  the  unusual  action,  and  also  that  the  efforts  to  provide  for  the  Pawnees  have 
been  entirely  successful,  and  that  they  are  now  comfortably  located  in  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, and  that  the  only  assistance  required  from  the  Government  will  be  an  appro- 
priation, as  a  loan,  to  be  re-imbnrsed  from  the  sales  of  their  lands  in  Nebraska,  which 
they  have  vacated,  and  which  are  ample  security.  I  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  matter  be  submitted  to  Congress  for  the  necessary  action  by  that  body, 
if  this  recommendation  meets  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Department. 

The  accompanying  draught  of  a  bill  is  submitted  as  a  proper  form,  and  covering  the 
points  upon  which  legislation  is  required. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  P.  SMITH, 

Commimoner, 
The  Hon.  SECRETAn^y  of  the  Interior. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembUdf  That  with  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  Pawnee  tribe  of  In- 
dians, expressed  in  open  council,  in  the  natial  manner,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  appraised  and  sold  the  entire  reservation 
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fiet  apart  for  said  Indians  in  the  State  of  Nebraska  by  the  provisions  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  a  treaty  TTith  them,  concluded  September  24,  1857,  in  the  following  manner  : 
The  said  Secretary  shall  appoint  three  disinterested  and  competent  persons,  who,  after 
being  sworn  to  perform  said  service  faithfully  and  impartially,  shall  personally  exam- 
ine and  appraise  said  lands,  at  their  actual  cash  valno,  by  legal  subdivisions  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  separately  from  the  value  of  any  improvements  on  the  same,  and 
shall  also  examine  and  appraise  the  vaUie  of  said  improvements,  and  make  return  tnere- 
of  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  After  the  appraisement  of  said  lands  as  here- 
in provided,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  offer  the 
same  for  sale  on  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  to  wit:  One-third  cash  iu  hand, 
the  balance  in  two  equal  annual  payments,  drawing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent- 
nm  per  annum  from  the  day  of  sale.  If  any  purchaser  shall  commit  waste  or  damage 
upon  said  lands  before  full  payment  therefor,  his  rights  to  the  lands  purchased  by  him 
shall  cease,  and  sealed  proposals,  duly  invited  by  public  advertisement,  shall  be  re- 
ceived for  the  same,  for  tracts  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres  each,  and 
also  for  the  entire  body  oflered  ;  and  he  shaU  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  accept 
the  proposal  for  the  entire  tract,  or  the  highest  bids  for  separate  tracts,  whichever 
shall  be  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  Indians :  Provided^  That  no  bids  for  sepa- 
rate tracts  shall  be  accepted  which  may  be  less  than  the  appraised  valne  of  snch  tract, 
or  less  than  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  nor  for  the  entire  tract  which  shall  be 
less  than  the  aggregate  appraised  value  of  the  same,  or  less  than  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  acre ;  and  patents  in  fee-simple  shall  be  issued  to  the  purchasers  for  the  tracts 
purchased  by  them,  respectively,  npon  the  payment  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
such  manner  and  nnder  such  regulations  as  ho  may  prescribe,  of  the  full  amount  of  the 
purchase-money:  Provided  further,  That  if  any  of  said  tracts  shall  contain  valuable  im- 
provements thereon,  made  by  or  for  the  Indians,  or  for  Government  purposes,  the  pro- 
posals therefor  most  state  the  price,  both  for  the  land  and  the  improvements  separate- 
ly :  And  proffided  further  J  That  the  second  sectiop  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June 
10, 1872,  making  provision  for  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  these  lands  oe,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed :  And  provided  further^  That  if  any  of  the  lands  of  said  reservation 
shall  remain  unsold,  after  being  ofiere<l  as  aforesaid,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
is  authorized  and  empowered  to  offer  the  same  from  time  to  time,  on  sealed  proposals, 
after  public  advertisement,  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  nntil  the  whole  shall 
be  disposed  of. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  ont  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  nsed 
in  defraying  the  expenses  of  appraisement  and  sale ;  in  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  res- 
ervation in  the  Indian  Territory  for  the  Pawnee  tribe  of  Indians ;  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  their  removal  thereto  and  establishment  thereon  ,*  for  the  payment  for 
necessary  supplies  for  their  subsistence  :  for  improving  farms,  building  houses,  pur- 
chasing implements  of  agriculture  and  live  stock ;  in  establishing  aud  supporting 
schools ;  and  for  other  beneficial  objects,  inclnding  expenditnres  maide  for  the  above- 
mentioned  pnrposes  dnrins  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876  :  said  sum  to  be  avail- 
able for  the  purpose  named  immediately  upon  the  approval  of  this  act :  Provided^  That 
the  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  re-imbursed  to  the  United  States  out  of  the  funds 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  described  in  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  Any  surplus  that  may  remain  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  lands  de- 
scribed in  said  first  section,  after  the  re-imbnrsement  to  the  United  states  of  said  sum 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Indians  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  bear  interest  at  a  rate  not  to  exceed 
five  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  except  such  portion  thereof  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  may 
deem  necessary  to  be  expended  for  their  immediate  use  for  subsistence  or  other  bene- 
ficial objects. 


REPORT  TO  THE  BOARD  OF   INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE   REMOVAL 
OF  THE  PAWNEES  TO  THE  INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

Board  of  Indian  Cosf^nssiONERs, 

Washington^  D,  C,  December  9, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  report  made  by  B.  Rush  Roberts 
and  myself,  relative  to  our  action  in  the  provision  made  for  the  support  of  the  Pawnee 
Indians,  for  such  action  and  recommendation  to .  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  SMITH,  Secretary, 
Hon,  £.  P.  Smith, 

CommiMtoner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Washikgton,  D.  C,  Xavfmher  9, 167». 

Sir:  The  andersigned,  members  of  the  board,  respectfallj  present  the  followine  re- 
port of  their  action  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  Paw^nee  Indians  fVom  their 
reservation  in  Nebraska  to  the  Indian  Territory ,  their  establishment  npon  their  new 
reservation,  and  their  subsistence  temporarily  until  provision  shall  be  made  therefor 
by  Conf^ess. 

The  fbllowing  correspondence  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  Commis- 
fiioner  of  Indian  Affairs  will  explain  our  connection  with  this  subject : 

DfiPARTMKNT  OP  THE  Ln'BRIOR,  OfFICK  OK  INDIAN  AFFAIRS, 

JFashington,  D.  C,  March  6, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  emergency  which  has  arisen  in 
the  Indian  service. 

There  are  three  thousand  Pawnee  Indians  in  Nebraska  who  have  heretofore  subsisted 
partly  by  bnlfalo  hunting  and  partly  by  such  crops  as  they  have  learned  to  raise  upon 
their  reservation.  For  two  years  past  they  have  entirely  failed  in  their  efforts  to  pro- 
cure buffalo,  and  were  thus  reduced  to  exclusive  dependence  upon  their  crop,  which 
last  summer  was  completely  destroyed  by  grasshoppers,  leaving  these  Indians  with  but 
a  small  annuity  fund  of  about  ten  dollars  per  capita  with  which  tj  be  maintained  for 
a  whole  year. 

In  these  circumstances  the  Pawnees  in  council,  attended  by  their  asent  and  super- 
intendent, and  a  delegation  of  Friends,  who  have  these  Indians  in  cuarire,  voted  to 
remove  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  asked  permission  to  sei^d  the  males  of  their  tribe 
in  advance,  in  order  to  select  a  country  and  break  ground  in  preparation  for  the  com- 
ing of  the  women  and  children  and  aged  persons  of  the  tribe. 

They  also  voted  to  request  the  Government  to  sell  their  reservation,  and  to  expend 
such  portion  of  their  funds  as  might  be  necessary  for  their  removal  and  establishment 
in  the  Indian  Territory. 

In  view  of  the  straitened  condition  of  the  Pawnees,  and  the  desirableness  of  con- 
centrating Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,  so  far  as  possible,  permission  was  granted 
these  Indians  by  the  Department  to  proceed  thither,  where  tney  would  probably  be 
able  to  make  a  living  during  the  winter  by  hunting  buffalo,  and  would  be  on  the 
ground  ready  to  commence  improvements  upon  their  new  homes  in  early  spring. 

Appropriate  legislation  to  carry  out  this  arrangement  was  recommended  to  Congress, 
which,  having  been  referred  to  the  Indian  Committee  of  the  Senate,  was  reported  back 
with  favorable  recommendations ;  but  in  the  crowded  condition  of  legislation  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  it  was  found  impossible  to  call  up  the  bill  before  the  expiration  of 
Congress. 

As  the  result,  the  Department  finds  itself  with  these  three  thousand  (3,000)  Pawnees, 
of  whom  a  large  portion  are  already  in  the  Indian  Territory,  for  whom  a  selection  of 
country  has  been  made  in  the  forks  of  the  Arkansas  and  Cimarron  Rivers  on  land  ceded 
to  the  United  States  for  Indian  occupation  by  the  Cherokees,  but  who  are  without  any 
means  either  to  procure  subsistence,  or  to  commence  preparing  their  homes,  or  to  re- 
turn to  Nebraska,  or  to  live  in  Nebraske  if  they  were  returned. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  this  emergency  is  so  decisive  and  well  defined  as  to  come 
within  the  discretion  necessarily  lodged  with  the  President,  by  which  authority  may 
be  granted  the  Department  to  make  the  necessary  expenditure  to  provide  for  these 
Pawnees  until  provision  can  be  made  according  to  law,  and  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  matter  be  laid  before  the  President  for  such  direction  as  he  may  see  fit 
to  give  in  the  premises. 

The  expenditure  thus  required  will  probably  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  will  probably  be  from  twonty-five  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  less  than 
that  amount.  The  lands  which  the  Pawnees  relinquished  in  moving  to  the  Indian 
Territory  are  worth  three  or  four  times  that  amount. 

Owing  to  the  actual  hunger  of  these  Indians,  and  the  importance  of  their  being  at 
work  immediately  upon  their  new  reservation,  I  respectfully  request  that  action  may 
be  taken  npon  this  matter  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  P.  SMITH, 

CommisHaner. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Wa$hington,  March  12,  1875. 
Sir  :  The  destitute  condition  of  the  Pawnee  Indians,  and  the  necessity  of  providing 
them  with  subsistence,  which  were  the  subject  of  your  report  of  the  6th  instant,  hav> 
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ing  1>een  represented  t^  the  President,  he  anthorizes  that  the  Department  incur  an 
expenditure  for  their  relief  nntil  provision  can  be  made  for  them  according?  to  law. 

Yon  are,  therefore,  hereby  instructed,  in  pursuance  of  the  Executive  authority,  to 
make  the  necessary  arranf^ements  for  the  relief  of  the  Pawnees ;  the  expenditure  thus 
to  be  incurred  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  provided  the 
necessary  supplies  can  be  procured  in  open  market  of  parties  who  would  be  willing  to 
furnish  what  may  be  required  without  entering  into  contract,  and  await  the  action  of 
Congress  upon  estimates  to  be  approve<l  by  this  Departnienc  and  submitted  to  Con- 
gress for  an  appropriation  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness. 
Very  respectfully*,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  R.  COWEN, 
Acting  Sicretary. 
The  CoMMissxON'Eii  OF  Indian  Affairs. 


DF.PARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR,  OFFICE  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS, 

Washington,  D,  C.  Apnl  2, 1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  under  date  of  March  12, 1875,  authorizing^ 
the  expenditure  of  $150,000  for  the  relief  of  the  Pawnees  by  purchase  of  supplies  in 
open  market,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  proposal  from  R.  C.  Kerens,. 
of  Arkansas,  to  furnish  beef  on* the  hoof,  required  by  these  Indians,  at  $3.86  per  hun- 
dred, gross  weight,  and  flour  delivered  at  Wichita  at  $4.86  per  hundred. 

It  is  known  to  the  Department  that  there  are  no  funds  applicable  for  the  subsistence 
of  these  Indians,  who  have  lately  removed  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  that  parties 
famishing  supplies  for  them  do  so  with  the  understanding  that  they  will  receive  no 
compensation  for  the  same  nntil  an  appropriation  shall  have  been  made,  and  the 
uncertainty  involved  in  the  transaction  will  operate  of  course  to  increase  the  cost  of 
articles. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  Office  at  this  distance  to  Judge  as  to  what  is  expedient  and  right 
in  the  matter,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Indian 
Commissioners  be  requested,  if  compatible  with  his  other  duties,  to  visit  the  Indian 
Territory  and  take  in  charge  the  procuring  of  supplies  necessary  for  the  Pawnees,  or 
such  portion  of  them  as  he  may  deem  best,  and  that  this  proposition  of  Mr.  Kerens  be 
submitted  for  his  consideration  in  connection  with  any  others  that  may  be  offered. 

Yonr  early  consideration  of  this  subject  is  respectfully  requested. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  P.  SMITH, 

Commieeioner. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

WaehingtoHy  D,  C,  ApHl  5, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  hare  considered  your  report  of  the  2<1  instant,  submitting  a  proposition  made 
by  R.  C.  Kerens,  of  Arkansas,  to  furnish  beef  and  flour  for  subsistence  of  the  Pawnee 
Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  await  an  appropriation  by  Congress  for  payment. 

In  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo  the  destitution  of  the  Pawnees  was  reported  to  the 
Department,  with  the  recomn^endation  that  the  President  be  consulted  with  reference 
to  their  condition,  and  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  relief  to  be  adopted  in  the  absence  of 
an  appropriation  or  authority  of  law  for  the  purchase  of  supplies. 

In  compliance  with  said  recommendation,  the  subject  was  laid  before  the  President, 
who  authorized  the  Department  to  make  the  necessary  arrangement  to  relieve  the 
Pawnees,  provided  the  necessary  supplies  could  bo  procured  in  open  market  of  parties 
who  would  furnish  the  same  without  entering  into  contract,  and  await  action  by  Congress 
upon  estimates  to  be  submitted  for  an  appropriation. 

In  pursuance  of  Executive  authority  you  were,  on  the  12th  ultimo,  instructed  to 
incur  an  indebtedness  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Department  cannot,  under  existing  law.  make  a  contract  orpurchaee  in  the 
absence  of  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose.  <'No  contract  or  purchase  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  made  unless  the  same  is  authorized  by  law  or  is  under  an 
appropriation  adequate  to  its  fulfillment.*'  (Revised  Statutes,  section  3732,  act  of 
March  2, 1871.)  The  said  act  clearly  inhibits  the  making  of  contracts  or  purchases  by 
this  Department. 

Under  the  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the  peculiar  situation  and  necessitous  con- 
dition of  the  Pawnees,  yon  are  authorized  to  make  arrangements  for  their  relief  and 
subsistence,  provided  you  can  find  any  parties  who,  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  will 
furnish  to  this  suffering  tribe  the  supplies  required  for  the  purpose,  and  who  will  be 
willing  to  rely  upon  the  justice  of  a  Christian  Government  for  payment. 

It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that,  under  the  authority  herein  conferred,  no^bllga- 
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tiou  will  be  asssiimed  by  the  Government,  nor  any  responsibility,  nor,  by  implication, 
is  any  promise  of  payment  to  be  inferred  from  it. 

Information  may,  however,  be  imparted  that  the  Department  will  submit  to  Con- 
l^ress,  at  the  next  session,  an  estimate  of  appropriation  required  to  defray  the  ezpenaes 
incident  to  the  care  and  subsistence  of  the  Pawnee  Indians  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

To  your  judgment  is  left  the  adoption  of  the  best  plan  for  accomplishing  the  object 
contemplated.  If  it  be  deemed  inexpedient  or  impracticable  for  Superintendent  Hoag 
and  Agent  Richards  to  effect  a  satisfactory  arrangement  for  procuring  supplies  for  the 
Pawnees  under  the  authority  hereby  grantedj  and  the  business  demands  that  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  be  designated  for  the  purpose,  the  pro- 
priety of  employing  his  services  is  left  to  your  discretion. 

Before  taking  any  action  in  the  premises,  yon  are  requested  to  confer  with  Friend 
B.  RuRh  Roberts  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO. 

Secretary, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs. 


Department  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  9,  ld75. 

Sir  :  From  copies  of  correspondence  herewith  inclosed,  being  letters  of  March  6  and 
April  2,  of  this  Office,  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  replies  thereto  by  the 
Hon.  Secretary  under  date  of  March  12  and  April  5,  yon  will  learn  the  embarrassed 
position  in  which  this  Department  is  placed  relative  to  the  Pawnee  Indians  and  their 
uecessitous  condition. 

In  accordance  with  the  authority  given  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  in  his  letter  of  April  5, 
I  desire  to  secure  the  aid  of  your  board  in  procnring  supplies  for  the  Pawnees  sufficient 
to  meet  their  necessiiies  until  July  1, 1876.  These  supplies  will  consist  mainly  of  beef 
on  the  hoof,  flour  or  corn,  or  both,  coffee,  sugar,  clothing  materials,  farming  imple- 
ments, hardware  for  use  iu  the  erection  of  buildings,  a  saw-mill,  and  a  few  wagons 
and  work-oxen.  Provisiou  should  also  be  made,  if  feasible,  by  which  the  services  of  a 
Bufflcient  force  of  employes  can  be  procured  to  erect  temporary  dwellings  for  the  em- 
ploy^ of  the  agency,  to  put  a  saw-mill  into  operation,  and  to  aid  the  Indians  in  the 
erection  of  their  houses. 

From  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  appropriation  bill  you  will  learn  the  exact  amount  of 
funds  which  can  be  used  for  the  Pawnees  during  the  coming  year,  and,  with  their  con- 
sent, in  any  form  most  for  their  benefit,  except  those  in  payment  for  employes  and 
schools. 

It  is  desirable  that  you  should  visit  their  present  agency  in  Nebraska,  and  on  the 
fipot  consider  and  decide  the  question  as  to  when  it  will  be  most  feasible  to  move  that 
portion  of  the  tribe  still  remaining  in  Nebraska  to  the  Indian  Territory.  This  decision 
will  affect  somewhat  the  amount  of  supplies  necessary  to  be  provided  at  their  new 
home|  and  also  be  important  as  tending  to  quiet  an  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians. 

Two  opposite  considerations  bear  upon  the  question  of  the  time  of  this  removal : 

1.  If  it  IS  not  made  during  the  coming  fall  it  cannot  be  made,  without  transportation 
by  rail,  involving  heavy  expense,  early  enough  in  the  following  spring  for  them  to  put 
iu  a  crop  in  the  new  country  next  year. 

2.  If  the  removal  is  made  this  fall  it  necessarily  exposes  some  of  the  older  persons 
and  the  childreu  to  their  first  winter  in  the  Territory  with  inadequate  shelter  and 
provision,  and  also  involves  an  additional  expense  of  cost  of  supplies,  while  if  they 
remain  in  Nebraska  through  the  winter  they  will  mainly  subsist  on  what  they  may 
expect  to  raise  during  the  coming  summer.  Also,  if  they  remained  in  Nebraska,  the 
school  could  probably  be  continue'l  with,  profitable  results  during  the  entire  winter, 
and  the  agency  buildings  would  be  protected  by  actual  occupation  uutil  the  Pawnee 
lands  in  Nebraska  can  be  sold. 

By  the  act  of  1872  a  sale  of  50,000  acres  of  Pawnee  lands  was  authorized,  but  under 
such  restrictions  as  have  hitherto  operated  to  prevent  the  sale.  I  have  learned  in- 
formally that  it  is  possible  that  a  colony  of  Mennonites,  represented  by  John  F.  Funk, 
at  Elkhart,  Indiana,  may  consider  the  question  of  purchasing  these  lands,  and  I  would 
suggest,  as  bearing  quite  directly  upon  the  question  before  yon,  that  en  route  to  Ne- 
braska you  have  an  interview  with  this  gentleman . 

If  the  50,000  acres,  for  whose  sale  provision  is  made  in  the  act  above  named,  can  be 
sold,  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Pawnees  will  bo  mainly  provided  for :  but,  owing  to 
the  delay  involved  in  procuring  the  appraisement  and  sale  of  the  lands  by  advertise- 
ment, a  temporary  provision  must  be  made,  even  if  this  is  likely  to  be  successful. 

As  to  the  probability  of  payment  for  supplies  and  services  which  may  be  procured 
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for  the  Pawnees,  I  have  to  say  that,  in  addition  to  the  moral  obligation  which  will  be 
upon  the  Government,  and  which  will  be  urged  upon  Congress  in  its  fnll  force  by  the 
Department  and  by  the  President,  the  Pawnees  are  in  nossession  of  lands  which,  at  a 
moderate  valuation,  are  worth  at  least  $300,000,  upon  which  this  indebtedness  incurred 
in  their  behalf  will  be  a  first  lieu.  This  fact  will  of  itself  remove  many  difficulties  in 
procuring  a  future  appropriation,  becanse  the  amount  to  be  appropriated  will  be  sure 
to  be  re-imbursed  by  the  sale  of  Indian  lands,  instead  of  boiug  a  donation  to  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  B.  Rush  Roberts,  a  member  of  yonr  board,  has  been  requested,  if  possible,  to 
assist  you  in  this  matter,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  accompany  you  to 
Nebraska  and  Saint  Louis,  or  such  other  point  as  you  may  tind  most  suitable  for  makinj( 
arrangements  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  Pawnees. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  P.  SMITH, 

Commiasiofffr, 
Hon.  F.  H.  Smith, 

Secretary  Board  of  Indian  CommhsionerSf  jrashingtonj  D.  C. 


PROPOSED  SALK  OF  LA>'D. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Hon.  Commissioner,  we  proceeded  to  Chicago, 
and  on  the  Hth  of  April  last  held  a  consultation  with  Mr.  John  F.  Funk,  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  who  met  us  there  in  compliance  with  our  telegraphic  invitation. 

As  the  representative  of  a  portion  of  the«Mennonite  organization  in  this  country,  . 
Mr.  Funk  expressed  a  warm  desire  that  the  portion  of  the  Pawnee  reservation  author- 
ized by  law  to  be  offered  for  sale  should  be  made  available  for  the  exclusive  occupa- 
tion of  colonies  of  that  faith  coming  to  this  country ;  and,  after  full  consideration  of 
the  snbject,  proposed,  as  the  most  available  means.of  securing  the  land  for  that  purpose, 
to  communicate  immediately  with  representative  men  of  the  organization,  with  a  view 
of  forming  a  Joint-stock  company  with  capital  sufficient  to  make  the  purchase  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  the  law. 

REMOVAL  OF*  THE  PAWXEES. 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  reservation  in  Nebraska,  and  consulted  with  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  of  the  Pawnees  remaining  at  the  agency.  The  Indians  were  united  and 
urgent  in  their  desire  to  abandon  their  reservation  and  Join  their  brethren  in  the  In- 
dian Territory  at  once. 

T«  comply  with  their  request  seemed  wholly  inadmissible.  Several  hundred  acres  of 
wheat  haa  already  been  sown,  and  the  arrangements  for  cultivating — ^in  all  about  two 
thoosand  acres  of  the  reservation — were  in  an  advanced  state  of  progress.  The  man- 
ual-labor school,  with  its  excellent  buildings  and  corps  of  teachers,  would  have  to  be 
disbanded  for  probably  a  year  to  come,  and  much  inconvenience  and  suffering  on  the 
part  of  the  aged,  sick,  and  infirm  would  occur  in  case  of  immediate  removal  to  a  point 
at  which  no  preparation  for  their  reception  would,  for  a  considerable  period,  be  made. 

After  a  protracted  explanation  and  discussion,  the  Indians  were  informed  that  the 
Department  would  positively  not  assent  to  their  removal  earlier  than  the  coming  fall, 
after  the  crops  have  been  harvested.  The  commissioners  then  left  the  council-room, 
but  were  subsequently  requested  to  return,  and  were  informed  by  the  Indians  of  their 
assent  to  the  proposition  to  remain  until  fall. 

Oa  the  19th  we  returned  to  Omaha,  and  met  Barclay  White,  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs,  who  was  requested  by  telegraph  to  accompany  us  to  tne  reservation,  but  in 
consequence  of  his  absence  at  another  agency  failed  to  receive  the  dispatch. 

Among  the  reasons  given  by  the  Indians  for  their  immediate  removal  was  their 
continn^  apprehension  of  attack  from  the  Sioux,  the  absence  of  nearly  all  the  able- 
bodied  men  of  the  tribe  leaving  them  without  means  of  defense  against  even  a  small 
hostile  party.  After  consultation  with  the  superintendent,  although  no  cause  was 
seen  for  apprehending  any  immediate  danger,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  address  a 
communication  to  the  military  headquarters  at  Omaha,  requesting  the  detail  of  a 
small  force  of  troops  within  such  proximity  to  the  agency  as  would  afford  protection 
to  the  remaining  Pawnees  from  their  hereditary  enemies. 

Attention  was  also  called  in  the  communication  to  the  material  ipjury  already  done 
by  the  removal  of  large  quantities  of  wood  from  the  reservation — from  one  to  two 
hundred  wagon-loads  a  day  being  often  taken  away — by  trespassing,  and  the  military 
anthoritiea  having  failed  to  respond  to  the  previous  request  of  the  Department  to 
afford  protection  in  this  regard. 

In  accordance  with  our  request,  a  company  of  infantry  was  subsequently  detailed 
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by  General  Crook  for  service  at  the  ageucy,  aad  remained  during  the  most  of  tit  i  sam- 
mer.  Two  occasions  occurred  for  their  intorveotiou,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  toilowiug 
extract  from  the  report  of  Barclay  White,  superintendent,  concerning  the  affair : 

NonniKRN  SUPEKIXTKNDENCV,  OFFICE  IXWAK  AFFAIRS, 

OmahQ,  Nebr,f  IsinthmoHthj  3d,  1873. 
Kespected  Friend: 

On  the  2:)d  ultimo,  about  daybreak,  the  wife  of  Eagle,  head-chief  of  the  Skee-dee 
band  of  Pawnees,  was  shot  and  instantly  killed.  She  was  near  her  lodge,  and  the 
party  committing  the  nmrder  was  sheltered  from  view  by  tall  corn,  and  escaped  nn- 
observed. 

Agent  Burgess  reports  that  Captain  Whea ton's  company  ''was  stationed  in  sight, 
witiiin  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  point  of  attack.  It  was  not  only  inadequate  for 
protection,  but  of  no  practicable  benefit  whatever  against  Indians.'' 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  soon  after  sunriBC,  fourteen  Indians,  supposed  to  bo  Sionx,  rode 
out  of  a  ravine,  and  shot  four  balls  into  Kon-is-a,  or  Charlie  Fighting  Bear,  a  Pawnee 
school-bo3',  fifteen  years  of  age,  who  was  herding  Pawnee  horses,  killing  him  on  the 
spot. 

This  occnrred  about  forty  rods  from  the  agency  carpenter's  dwelling-house.    The 
murderers  then  chased  the  horses,  but  not  succeeding  ib  capturing  them,  left.    An  act 
ive  chase  by  Pawnees  was  given  them  for  several  miles,  but  they  had  fleet  horje*", 
were  better  armed  than  the  Pawnees,  and  escaped. 
Very  respectfully,  thy  friend, 

BARCLAY  WHITE. 
iiupi.  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  F.  H.  Smith, 

Secretary/ f  Washing  ton,  D.  C. 

PURCHASE  OF  SUPPLIES. 

We  reached  Saint  Louis  the  morning  of  the  2lst,  and  Agent  Burgess,  coming  from 
the  East,  joined  us  in  the  evening  of  that  day. 

The  matter  of  the  purchase  of  supplies  was,  while  in  Chicago,  laid  fully  before  Col. 
C.  G.  Hammond,  late  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  who  informed 
us  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  negotiate  with  business  men  in  that  city  on  the  terms 
we  were  authorized  to  offer,  and  that  in  his  judgment  the  only  plan  that  would  be  sac- 
cessful  was  to  find  parties  who,  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  would,  for  a  sufficient  consid- 
eration, be  willing  to  risk  the  delay  or  failure  of  Congress  to  make  the  required  appro- 
priation. J.  v.  Far  well,  also  a  late  member  of  our  board,  and  others,  were  consulted, 
without  affording  any  light  upon  the  subject  of  bur  proposed  purchases. 

In  Omaha  arrangements  were  made  with  F.  D.  Cooper  for  the  supply  of  such  wagons 
and  agricultural  implements  as  are  required,  to  be  delivered  by  him  at  Coffey  ville, 
Kan.,  upon  terms  regarded  as  favorable. 

In  Saint  Louis  much  reliance  was  placed  upon  the  advice  and  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Robert  Campbell,  whose  previous  familiarity  with  the  Indian  service  as  a  member  of 
our  board  and  otherwise,  and  whose  groat  business  experience  and  acquaintance  in 
Saint  Louis  it  was  believed  would  enable  him  to  place  us  in  communication  with  par- 
ties willing  to  furnish  the  supplies  required,  and  to  trust  to  the  justice  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  re-imbursement.  Mr.  Campbell,  after  learning  of  our  presence  in  the  city,  called 
upon  us,  and  expressed  his  readiness  to  render  any  assistance  in  his  power;  but  learn- 
ing fully  the  conditions  under  which  purchases  were  to  be  made,  stated  in  most  posi- 
tive terms  that  any  effort  to  procure  the  supplies  required  in  that  city  would  be  hope- 
less, and  in  response  to  the  inquiry  as  to  what  could  be  done  to  relieve  these  suffering 
people  made  the  same  reply  in  substauce  as  Colonel  Hammond  in  Chicago,  that  our 
only  hope  was  to  find  parties  who  would  as  a  speculation  undertake  for  a  liberal  mar- 
gin of  profit  to  furnish  the  goods. 

In  connection  with  Agent  Burgess  we  then  visited  several  of  the  prominent  business 
houses  of  the  city,  but  in  each  instance  the  parties  declined  to  sell  for  any  price  new- 
goods  upon  the  terms  oflered. 

Arrangemi'uts  were,  however,  made  with  A.  S.  Petticrew  Machine  Company  for  the 
supply  of  a  saw-mill  and  engine,  partly  second-haud,  .but  in  excellent  condition,  apon 
reasonable  terms. 

Proposals  were  received  for  flour,  beef,  and  other  supplies,  but  at  rates  which  we  on 
our  own  responsibility  were  unwilling  to  accept. 

We  thereupon  returned  to  Washington  and  reporti  d  verbally  to  the  CommisBloDer  of 
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Indian  AfFairs  the  results  of  oar  effort,  and  asked  liim  to  relieve  ns  from  further  re- 
sponsibility in  the  matter.  The  Commissioner  stated  that  he  knew  of  no  other  means 
more  likely  to  accomplish  the  object  sought,  and,  as  the  necessity  was  argent  to  make 
immediate  provision  for  subsisting  the  Indians  and  carrying  ou  the  work  required  for 
their  establishment  on  the  new  reservation,  he  desired  us  to  continue  our  eftbrts  until 
all  needed  arrangements  should  be  perfected. 

Acting  npon  this  request,  we  have  from  time  to  time  authorized  the  purcha.se  of  sup- 
plies and  materials  and  the  employment  of  labor  on  the  best  terms  we  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  the  details  of  which  will  appear  in  the  files  of  your  Office. 

During  the  month  of  October,  in  connection  with  Thomas  W.  Matthews,  of  Balti- 
more, one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Baltimore  yearly  meeting  of  Friends,  we 
made  a  second  visit  to  the  Pawnees.  The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Friends  committee  states  clearly  what  has  been  accomplished  for  this  people  daring  the 
present  season,  and  is  adopted  by  us  for  the  purposes  of  this  report : 

"At|  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  Sizthmonth,  SOth,  1875,  the  day-schools  were  all 
closed,  and  the  industrial  school  on  the  30th  of  Ninthmonth,  and  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  and  other  employds  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  feeding  the  Indians  and 
making  preparation  for  their  final  removal  to  the  Indian  Territory. 

"  The  Indians  remaining  (numbering  between  four  and  five  hundred,  most  of  whom 
are  children,  or  old  and  infirm  people)  appear  to  have  acted  on  the  advice  given  them  last 
spring  by  the  members  of  the  Board  or  Indian  Commissioners  and  their  agent,  to  plant 
all  the  com  and  vegetables  they  could,  and  gather  their  crops  before  departing  south, 
that  they  might  have  food  on  their  way  down. 

*'  Agent  Burgess  reports  that  most  of  the  able-bodied  men  have  worked  well,  and  the 
farmer  assures  us  that  nearly  all  the  labor  in  producing  and  gathering  the  large  crops 
raised  on  the  reservation  the  past  summer  has  been  performed  by  Indians,  and  the 
amount  of  dried  squaw-corn  and  pumpkins  which  we  saw  stored  in  some  of  their  lodges 
shows  that  they  have  not  been  idle.  • 

*'The  products  of  the  agency-farm,  on  abont  600  acres,  have  been  reported  or  esti- 
mated to  us;  and  from  personal  inspection  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  corn  is 
estimated  considerably  below  what  it  will  probably  yield,  as  follows:  rye,  1,000 
bushels;  wheat,  .5,000  bushels;  corn,  estimated,  5,000  bushels;  potatoes,  1,700  bushels; 
oats,  2,000  bushels;  and  buckwheat,  84  bushels.  Abont  50  tons  of  hay  have  also  been 
ont.  On  a  very  moderate  estimate  we  think  the  products  would  be  worth  there  at  least 
$5,000. 

**  The  results  of  this  yeai-'s  farming  have  been  very  gratifying  to  us,  especially  in  com- 
parison with  the  desolation  and  destitution  of  the  agency  about'  this  time  last  year ; 
.  and  the  more  so  that  the  Indian  laborer  has  brought  about  this  resalt,  and  that  his 
lunscles  have  been  trained  in  the  employment  in  which  hereafter  he  must  live  or  suffer. 

**  Horses  and  wagons  have  been  purchased  for  the  removal  to  the  Indian  Territory  of 
the  remnant  of  the  tribe,  and  it  is  expected  that  all  will  be  in  readiness  to  start  on  or 
v«*ry  soon  after  the  15th  of  the  present  month,  and  will  be  accompanied  by  Agent  Bur- 
gess and  wife,  Julia  Nicols,  and  Mariana  Burgess.  The  latter  two  having  been  teachers 
in  the  industrial  school,  are  now  retained  to  nave  care  of  the  children,  and  as  teachers 
of  day-schools  to  be  at  once  started  on  the  new  reservation,  and  probably  to  be  reinstated 
when  the  new  manual-labor  school,  now  projected,  can  be  bnilt  and  put  in  operation. 

**  We  left  Genoa  on  the  morning  of  the  5tfa,  accompanied  by  William  Burgess,  and 
Omaha  on  the  6th,  by  way  of  Kansas  City,  Lawrence,  and  Coffeeville,  and  after  some 
detention  on  our  route  and  105  miles'  travel  by  private  conveyance,  we  reached  the 
Pawnee  agency  in  the  Indian  Territory  about  sundown  on  the  evening  of  the  11th 
instant.  On  arriving  in  front  of  the  ageucy.buildings,  more  than  a  mile  from  them, 
oar  eyes  rested  upou  one  of  the  most  beautiful  scenes  wo  had  witnessed  in  our  whole 
journey. 

"  In  the  foreground  were  about  twenty  men,  Indians  and  whites,  with  their  teams  and 
mowing-machines,  busily  engaged  in  cutting,  raking,  and  stacking  hay.  In  the  dis- 
tance the  long  row  of  new  buildings,  many  of  which  were  occupied,  extending  in  a 
straight  li^eon  one  side  of  the  avenue  for  over  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  the  surround- 
ing country  for  miles  away  dotted  with  the  white  tents  of  the  Indians  in  their  several 
villages,  and  the  houses  of  the'  employ^  within  a  more  limited  circle ;  the  beautifully 
rolling  prairie  interspersed  with  belts  and  groves  of  timber,  and  the  far-distant  hills 
boauding  the  Cimarron  and  Arkansas  Rivers — the  whole  covered  with  a  most  luxuri- 
ant growth  of  grass,  and  seen  in  the  light  of  the  setting  snn  constituted  a  picture 
which  no  pen  ooald  aderinately  describe.  Our  hearts  were  made  to  rejoice  at  the  thrift 
and  ipdnstry  which  we  witnessed,  as  well  as  at  the  care  that  had  been  taken  to  keep 
everything  neat  and  clean,  so  unlike  an  Indian  village. 

"  We  must  first  pay  a  tribute  to  the  good  judgment  displayed  in  the  selection  of  the 
reservation,  and  secondly  to  the  taste  that  has  been  exercised  in  the  location  of  the 
many  agency-buildings,  now  erected  and  to  be  er  ctcd,  around  and  on  the  spot  intended 
and  constituting  the  headquarters  of  the  tribe. 
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'^The  lodiaus  arrived  too  late  Id  the  snrnmer  on  their  new  reservation  to  plant  any 
crops  for  winter  use,  bat  we  are  informed  that  a  majority  of  the  able-bodied  men  have 
been  laborinj;,  and  nearly  all  the  balance  have  been  desirons  to  be  allowed  to  labor,  but 
for  want  of  implements  which  they  could  use  were  excluded  from  exercising  whatever 
power  and  inclination  they  possessed  in  that  direction.  There  have  been  twenty  new 
buildings  put  up  on  the  reservation,  consisting  of  dwellings,  shops,  offices,  &c.,  and  a 
steam  saw-mill,  which  is  not  yet  covered,  but  is  working  well,  and  cutting  all  the  lum- 
ber that  is  required  at  present,  and  will,  no  doubt,  soon  have  a  stock  on  hand  for  future 
use.  There  have  been  about  fifty  white  employ^,  mechanics  and  laborers,  besides 
thirty  Indian  laborers,  employed  on  the  farm  and  about  the  mill  and  shops  on  the  res- 
ervation, and  in  making  roads  and  bridges.  Many  of  these  employ^  are  hired  on  the 
only  terms  that  the  agent  was  authorized  or  able  to  offer,  i.  e.,  to  feed  them,  and  they  to 
rely  upon  an  act  of  Congress  to  enable  the  Indians  to  realize  funds  from  the  sale  of  their 
lands  m  Nebraska,  from  which  these  laborers  can  be  paid.  And  the  whole  tribe  is 
being  now  fed  and  clothed  on  the  same  terms,  relying  on  the  justice  of  Congress  to 
re-ini  burse  the  parties  furnishing  supplies. 

"  Much  labor  has  been  performed  by  Indians  in  making  roads  and  bridges  for  many 
miles  across  the  prairie  toward  the  Osage  agency,  through  which  all  the  supplies  have 
to  be  wagoned  105  miles  at  heavy  cost. 

'*A  good,  substantial  ferry-boat  has  been  constructed,  by  which  to  cross  tbe  Arkanaas 
River,  on  this  road,  and  the  leriy  is  used  solely  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  tribe ;  no  other 
travel  on  the  route  but  that  which  communicates  with  the  agency.  About  200  tons  of 
hay  have  been  cut  and  put  up,  and  the  farmer  was  still  cutting  and  stacking  when  we 
leu  the  agency. 

*^  There  were  abundant  crops  of  melons  and  pumpkins  raised  and  consumed,  or  dried 
for  winter  use,  during  the  present  fall.  There  nave  been  about  300  acres  of  land  broken, 
and  125  acres  seeded  in  wheat.  Two  ox-teams  of  three  yokes  each  are  employed  most 
9f  the  time  in  hauling  logs  to  the  saw-mill.  In  cutting  and  sawing  the  logs  Indians 
are  found  to  be  efficient  helpers,  as  well  as  in  farm  la^r.  Agent  Bnrgess  has,  under 
proper  authority,  purchased  twelve  wagons  and  twenty-three  he|id  of  horses,  to  enable 
Dim  to  remove  the  balance  of  the  tribe  from  Nebraska,  and  these  teams  will  add  very 
much  to  the  efficient  working  of  the  agency,  in  the  erection  of  the  agent's  house  and 
industrial  school-building.  These  it  is  proposed  to  commence  at  once,  and  to  use  the 
material  which  is  abundant  on  the  reservation  for  the  purpose ;  namely,  stone,  lime, 
sand,  lumber,  and  shingles ;  th^  hardware  and  glass  constituting  nearly  all  the  material 
that  will  have  to  be  purchased. 

**  Much  more  might  be  written  on  the  great  change  which  appears  to  have  taken  place 
among  the  Pawnees  in  the  past  year,  but  this  report  has  already  been  lengthened  out 
beyond  our  expectations,  and  we  believe  it  will  be  better  to  await  results  than  to  antici- 
pate them  before  the  public. 

'*  In  conclusion,  we  think  it  right  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  services  that  have 
been  rendered,  and  continue  to  be  rendered,  by  Agent  William  Burgess  and  wife.  It 
would  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  appreciate  their  difficult  position  without  paying 
a  visit  to  the  Indians  of  which  they  have  the  care.  The  duties  of  the  agent  under  any 
circumstances  are  so  varied  that  he  can  hardly  hope  to  fulfill  themi  without  incurring 
more  or  less  censure  from  those  unacquainted  witn  all  the  surroundings.  Agent  Bur- 
gess's position  for  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  more  than  ordinary  responsibility  and 
labor,  requiring  unusual  discernment  as  well  as  executive  ability. 

'^  In  pursuance  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Government  in  the  removal  of  the  Paw- 
nees, Agent  Burgess  was  detailed  in  Eleventhmonth  last  to  explore  parts  of  the  I^idian 
Territory,  with  a  view  to  select  a  suitable  location,  which,  with  the  consent  of  the 
headmen  of  the  tribe,  should  be  purchased  for  their  future  home.  This  trust  was  ex- 
ecuted after  a  long  and  arduous  exploration  of  some  five  months,  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  the  Indians,  and  the  selection  met  with  the  entire  approval  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  and,  in  our  jndgment,  formed,  from  wnat  we  have  seen  and 
learned,  is  hardly  equaled  in  its  many  advantages  by  any  other  settlement  of  Indians.^ 

It  will  be  apparent  that  immediate  action  by  Congress  is  of  great  Importance,  both 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  payment  of  the  amounts  already  expended,  and  for  the 
permanent  care  of  these  Indians.  Most  of  the  persons  empl03'ed  in  the  erection  of 
buildings,  breaking  ground,  and  for  the  various  purposes  required  at  the  new  reserva- 
tion, are  in  necessitous  circumstances,  and  should  be  paid  at  the  earliest  practicable 
moment. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Friends,  in  whose  especial  care  tbe  Pawnees  are,  a  bill  was 
introduced  into  the  last  Congress  providing  for  the  sale  of  their  reservation  in  Ne- 
braska, the  proceeds  to  be  invested  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  Congress  was  asked 
to  make  an  appropriation  of  $.300,000  for  immediate  use,  to  be  re-imbursed  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  lands. 

This  reservation  comprises  three  hundred  thousand  acres,  located  about  a  hnndred 
miles  west  of  the  Missouri  River,  and  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  Uuion  Pacific 
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Railroad ;  much  of  tlie  land  is  very  valaabley  and  the  entire  tract,  disposed  of  on  favor- 
able terms,  onsht  to  realize  three-qanrters  of  a  million  dollars.  It  seeins  to  ns  that  the 
passa^  of  a  bul  similar  to  that  introduced  in  the  last  Congress  is  the  proper  measure 
of  relief,  and  should  be  recommended  to  Congress  for  its  early  action. 

B.  RUSH  ROBERTS, 
F.  H.  SMITH, 

Commi»8U>ner$. 
Hon.  Cjjnton  B.  Fisk, 

Chairman  Board  of  Indian  CommUsionerg. 


Action  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Chmmiaslonera  on  the  above  report. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  held  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel, 
New  York,  December  16, 1875,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

whereas  the  Pawnee  Indians  have  voluntarily,  with  the  consent  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  left  their  reservation  in  Nebraska,  and  removed  to  a  res- ' 
ervation  allotted  to  them  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  are  now  there  without  adequate 
means  for  subsistence  or  improvements  on  their  new  reservation : 

Beeoltedy  That  we  recommend  to  Congress  the  passive  of  a  law  for  the  sale  of  their 
lands  in  Nebraska,  under  such  restrictions  as  mav  be  necessary  to  secure  to  them  a  fair 
market-value  for  the  same,  and  an  appropriation  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  re-imbursed  from  the  proceeds  of  said  sale,  which  will  be  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  pay  the  Government  for  the  land  on  which  they  have  settled,  and  pur- 
chase the  agricultural  implements,  build  school-houses,  and  the  necessary  agency- 
buildings,  and  subsist  them  until  their  growing  crops  can  be  harvested. 

F.  H.  SMITH,  Secretary. 
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LETTER 


FROM 


THE   SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TRANSMimNQ, 


In  oampUance  tvith  the  requirements  of  section  2639  of  the  Revised  Statutes  ^ 
a  statement  of  the  official  emoluments  and  fees  received  by  customs  officers 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875. 


Ja:?caky  18,  1876.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  January  12, 1876. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  official 
emoluments  and  fees  received  by  customs  officers  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  cTane  30, 1875,  prepared  in  tbe  Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Cus- 
toms, in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  section  2039  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  M.  C.  Kerr, 

Speaker  House  oj  Representatives. 
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Statenient  of  the  ojijial  emohinvenU  ofoJ^tr%  of  the  ciMlomtfor  tkejueal 

COLLECTORS,  AND  SrRVET- 


DiBtrict  or  post. 


Aroostook,  Me 

BaDgor.  Me , 

Do 

Bath,  Me 

Belfast,  Me 

Frenchman's  Bay,  Me. 
Kennebank,  Me 

Do 

Macbias,  Me 

Do 

Passamaqnoddy,  Me  . . 


Castine,  Me 

Portland  and  Falmonth.Me 

Saco,  Me 

Waldoboron^h,  Me.... 

Wiscas^et,  Me 

York,  Me 

l^ortsniouth,  N.  H 

Vermont 


Barnstable,  Mass 

BoHtouaud  Charlestown, 
MaHS. 

EdgartowD,  Mass 

Fall  Ki ver.  Mans 

Gloucester,  Mass , 

Marblehead,  Mass 

Nantucket,  Mass 

Do 

New  Bedford,  Mass 

Newburyport,  Mass , 

Plymouth,  Ma»s 

Salem  and  Beverly,  Mass 
Bristol  and  Warren.  R.  I. 

Newport,  R.  I 

Providence,  R.I 

Fairfleld,  Conn 

Middletown,  Conn 

New  Haven,  Conn 

New  London,  Conn.... 

Stouington,  Conn 

Buffalo  Creek,  N.  Y... 


Cape  Vincent,  N.  Y  . 
Charaplain,  N.  Y 


Dunkirk,  N.Y 

Geuesi'e.  N.  Y 

Do 


New  York.  N.  Y 
Albany,  N.  Y 


Do 

Niagara,  N.  Y 


Oswegatchie,  N.  Y 

0(4weco.  N.  Y 

S;>g  Harbor,  N.  Y 


Name  of  officer. 


Adrian  Vandine 

William  P.  Wiugate. 

Ebenezer  T.  Fox 

Edward  S.  J.  Nealley 

B.M.Roberts 

John  D.  Hopkins .... 

N.  K.  Sargent 

J.  W.  Sarijent 

S.  Longfellow 

George  Leavitt 

NoellB.Nutt 


W.  H,  Sargent 

Israel  Washburn,  jr. 

T.  H.Cale 

James  A.  Hall 

O.McFadden 

£.  A.  Bragdon 

Alfred  F.  Howard  .. 
William  Wells 


C.F.Swift 

W.  A.  Simmons  . 


C.  B.  !Marchant : 

James  Brady,  jr 

Fitz  J.  Babson 

Simeon  Dodge 

James  Codd 

William  P.  miler  .... 

J.  A.P.Allen 

W.  H.  Huse 

T.  Loring 

Charles  H.  Odell 

William  R.  Taylor.... 

Seth  W.Macy 

James  Shaw,  jr 

J.  S.  Hanover 

A.  Putnam 

Cyrus  Northrup 

George  T.  Marshall. .. 

George  Hubbard 

Rodney  W.  Daniels  . . . 


Sidney  Cooper 

Jacob  Parmer ter.. 


J.P.Kidder... 
J.  M.  Davy... 
D.  K.  Cartter. 


Chester  A.  Aithur. 
Isaac  N.  Keeler 


John  C.  Whitney  . 
T.E. Ellsworth  ... 


S.  P.  Remington 


ElinsRoot    

Wick  ham  S.  Havens  . 


Receipts. 


Is 


•330  63 


20, 932  17 


274  64 


100  51' 


3,  690  1^ 
181  e<) 


1,  33e  5 

1G4  81 

1, 048  21 


2,  410  7( 


19,  38-2  6^ 


$1,000  00 


180  5« 
69  41, 

500  00 


$441 
1,  432 

65.) 
2,212 
1,147 

774 

lr5 

23 

1,160 

627 
4,743 


•174 
97 
22 
319 

67 


150  00, 
6,  000  00' 
2,'SO  00 
2,%  00 
2fl0  00 
250  00 


I,  091  32 


75  6r> 

2,141  49 

700  9 1 

8  10 

839  l^ 

1, 000  00  2i?,  957  35 

1, 364  54 


8,000  OO^. 

2:.o  ool 

IjO  00 


250  00 


150  00 
1,  COO  ou 

1,000  00 

1,  coo  00 


758 

631 

3,5!H) 

a75 

17 

2 

1,368 

363 

l-i9 

750 

90 

629 

2.  569 

882 

919 

1,956 

1,349 

5.=^6 

10, 574 


53 

1 

1.056 


32  14 


no  15 

4  5;il ; 

9f»' 

171  04 

17,  507  35        Jd9  jfi 


33 


1, 849  45 
6,031  80 


1, 000  00  77  55 

663  90         969  51 
244  5-3         343  OC 


12, 000  00 
423  33! 


335  45 


176  671        346  75 
1, 000  00     8, 579  60 


1,000  00 


3,3:3  90 


1, 000  00     5. 430  25 
4«0  00  88  60 


47  6? 

1,  248  4G) 

168  03 

36  a* 

60 


491  4^ 

2, 312  99 

6^1  54 

2U0  31' 


10  84 

1,908  91. 

72  75 

839  5U 

6,  8  hi  36 

1,  819  61 

7  35 

13,941  97 


1, 117  16 
5, 150  97 


3  7:< 

1, 141  2. 

246  »t 


3, 740  3* 

646  14 
9,559  55 

5,575  57 

17. 361  5- 
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year  ending  June  30, 1875,  required  hy  aeoUan  2639,  Sevieed  Statutes. 
ORS  ACTING  AS  COLLECTORS. 


fg 


3Ha 


Expenditaros. 


:i 


I 

1 

s 

I 


I 


a 
8 

I 
I 


I 


1^ 

§35 


Bemarks. 


•38  68 
8  44 


$1,095  00 


368  73 


3,000  00 


82^10  10 


$1, 334  00     3  06 


2,  500  04 


2, 080  00 

is.on'ag 


6, 100  00 


.1 563  06 

I  I 

.,  18  001 


510  OOi. 

1?0  00  . 
6,999  96 

9C0  Ool 

I 

10,059  74  . 


•1,500  00 

1,531  65 

676  59 

2.500  54 
1, 368  21 
1,285  06 

185  75 

23  95 

1,394  77 

698  38 
3,000  00 

1,273  46 

6,000  00 

3*^  65 

2.501  64 
905  44 
259  00 

1,010  20 
3,089  50 

2. 247  77 
8,000  00 


•308  11 


40  00 


24  75 


10  50 


.1      15  31 


20  00 


•445  6i 


1.391  26 


July  1. 1874,  to  Mar.  6. 1875. 
Mar.  7  to  Jane  30, 1875. 


July  1, 1874,  to  Feb.  28, 1 875. 
Mar.  1  to  Jane  30,  1875. 
July  1, 1874,  to  Mar.  31, 1 875. 
April  1  to  June  30, 1875. 
Balance  due   collector,    ex* 
penseofooUeotion  •3,876.06. 

Act  June  22,  1874. 


40, 247  51 


17, 507  25'  Balance   due   collpotnr,    ex- 
penses collection,  8*24,-235.28. 


016  29 
020  23 
719  30 
311  54 

18  40 
2  60 
860  2:) 
t?47  76 
7:^6  54 
000  27 

90  30 
639  96 
459  95 
•205  48 
249  20 
300  00 
090  25 
714  20 
500  00 


Act  June  22, 1874. 


274  64  Ariaesfrom  disallowed  items. 


July  1, 1874.  to  Apr.  4,  1875. 
I  Apr.  5  to  June  30,  1«75. 


406  19 


•I 


3,  690  70' 
181  GDI 


2,500  00 


2,  500  00 


1.  0^*1  27 

1,  rm  70 

611  31 


I'l.  000  00 
2, 116  6: 

989  56 
2,500  00 

2,787  50 

4,  500  00 

4^8  60 


I 
1, 077  00.        5:4  4-2 


3,058  51,    1,572  5-2 


3.  510  tOi. 


79  64     9,5:^9  55 

I 
5. 914  141         31  57 


30,632  72. 


3.  0r9  20    Deposited  Oct.  2, 1675. 
108  81'  Deposited  Nov.  9,  ltf75.  . 

9, 2t;4  55,  Due  collector  on  account  of 

expeoRea    of  collection  of 

S13.409.27. 

Due  collector  on  account  of 

expenses  of  colleciion  of 

$1,995.0-2. 
Due  collector  on  account  of 

expenses  of    collection  of 

§2,153.47. 


July  1,  1874,  to  Feb.  28,  1875. 

Apr.  3  to  June  30,  1k75. 

No  collector  in  this  district 
from  Mar.  1  to  Apr.  2.  l.'*75. 
Credit  balance  as  above, 
^2.?'03.60. 

Act  June  22, 1874. 

July  1, 1874,  to  Mar.  15,  1875. 
In  suit. 

Mar.  16  to  June  30, 1875. 

Balance  due  colloct^ir,  expen- 
ses of  collection  •9,58.3. 41. 

Balauce  due  collector,  expen- 
ses of  collection  1^31.87. 


2-23  19 


1,872  45 
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Statement  of  the  oficial  efiiolunieHts  of  officers  of  the  cuitomt 


District  or  port. 


I>  ame  of  ofiiccr. 


Bridgetown,  N.  J 

Burliiisrtou,  N.J 

Great  Kufi  Harbor,  X.  J  .. 
Little  Ef;g  Harbor,  N.  J  .. 

Newark.  N.J 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J 

Do 

Phila<leli»hia,  Pa 

Pittsburgh,  Pa 


Erie,  Pa. 


Delaware,  Del 

Georgetowu.  D.  C 

Annapolis,  Md 

Baltimore,  Md 

Eastern.  Md 

Do 


Alexandria,  Va , 

Norfolk  6c  Portsmouth, Va 

Cherrystone.  Va , 


Ki(^moud,  Va. 

PetCTsburgh,  Va 

Do 

Tappahauuock,  Va 

Yorktown,  Va 

Beaufort,  N.C 

Pamlico,  N.C 

Albemarle.  N.  C 

Wilmington.  N.  0 


Beaufort.  S.  C  .... 
Charleston,  S.C  .. 

Georgetown,  S.  C  . 
Brunswick,  Ga  ... 
Savannah,  Ga 


Saint  Mary's  Ga. . . 
Mobile.  Ala 

Do 

Selma,  Ala 

Pearl  Kiver,  Miss. . 

Do 

Natchez,  Miss 

Vicksburgh,  Miss  . 
New  Orleans,  La  . . 
Toche,  La 

Do 

Apalachicoln,  Fla  . 
]?'ernaudina,  Fla ... 

Do 

Key  West,  Fla  .... 


Joseph  H.  Elcncr.... 

W.  L.  Abhmere 

Israel  S.  Adams 

Jarvis  H.  Bartlett  .. 
William  A.  Baldwin 
William  K.  Coddington 

C.  H.  Houghton 

Seth  I.  Comley 

Thomas  Steelo 


James  R.Willard.. 

William  D.  Nolen.. 

C.S.English 

John  G.  Taylor 

Washington  Booth. 

Haiice  Lawson 

T.S.Hodson 


David  Tamer. 
Luther  Lee,  jr. 


George  Toy 

Charles  S.  Milla 

Jos.  Jergenson 

B.  S.  Burch 

E.M.  Sandy 

Thomas  E.  MiKstead  . 

Alexander  Davis 

Thomaa  A.  Heury.  . , 
Charles  G.  Manning- . 
J.C.Abbott 


George  Gagi> 

U.G.  Worthiugton. 


N.F.  Heriott-... 
John  T.  Collins  , 
James  Atkins. .. 


Pensacola,  Fla Hiram  Potter,  jr  . 

Saint  Augustine,  Fla Andrew  J.  Goss. 

Saint  John's,  Fla fohn  R.  Scott . 

Saint  Mark's,  Fla L  Blumenthal . 

Do Herman  Low. 

Do L  Blumenthal . 

Brazos  de  Santiago, Tex..!  John  L.  Haynes 
Corpus  Chrlsti,  Tex I  N.  Plato 

Do I  Kidge  Paschal 


Joa  Shepard 

K  M.  Raynolds 

J.  C.  Goodloo 

Wells  K.  Bill 

Caleb  Lindsay 

Frank  HeidefholT 

K.  W.  Fitzhugh 

Augustus  Newton,  jr. 

Junirs  F.Casey 

R  W.Mullen    

E-W.Holbrook 

A.J.  Murat 

Henry  Uazen 

do 

Frank  N.  Wicker 


Do I  N.Plato 

Do Ridge  Paschal . 


Receipt*. 


«^ 


12, 222  93 


515  04 


3, 114  70 


VJ 


$250  00 
150  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
187  5(» 
62  50 
8,000  00 
350  0(J 


1,000  00 

500  00 
500  00 
250  00 
7,000  00 
»00  00 
300  00 


500  00 


250  00 
200  00 
1,000  00 
1, 000  00 
1,000  0<> 
1,000  00 

1,000  0 


500  on 

21  10 

228  00 

350  00 

12  91 

237  05» 

500  IM> 

500  00 

7,  000  00 

643  39 

l.'iO  5H 

500  00 

383  21 


500  00 

1,000  00 
500  00 
500  0^' 
8  34 
190  03 
301  63 

1,  500  00 
750  OC 
245  8(1 


$320  30 
90  75 
500  2.'> 
147  75 
462  49 
731  70 
249  50 


a 
Si 
"* 
.2       s 

I     I 

O        X 


$3  5»- 

I  lir 

79  71 

30  45 

5  61 


1, 370  75   1,  476  34 


786  70 

5-13  69 

699  18 

69  35 


1,030  44 


3.S8  83 

79  9? 


618  65 
199  30 

489  14 
3. 139  04 

462  25 

1, 559  31 

94  10 

4tW  33 

193  90 

290  60 

224  :« 

47t?  50 

2.«  00 

1,  n2  72 

808  45 
3,991  55 


250  00  179  44 
500  00  1. 323  84 
2,741  04 


203  50 

52  53 

1,375  iK 


88  5(> 

1,545  01 

3  30 

36  50 


484  a^ 
64  81 
165  51) 
547  09 
147  73 
3.565  55 

3, 157  4P 

(i8  or 

685  7- 
3  8: 
318  14 
474  36 
2,9H9  10 
599  30 
181  95 


228  a^ 


20  89 
342  14 


28  34 


7  56 

84  85 

16  .12 

1,  273  54 

1, 196  38 
748  43 

1  56 

318  10 

1, 041  9' 

r>9  42 
30  92 

820  85 


1  '2 
182  51 


22  • 


36  82 


8,845  89 

1,096  57 

1  40 

35  43 


49 
6  40 


X 
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EMOLUMENTS   AND   FEES   OF   CUSTOMS   OFFICIALS. 
Jor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  ef-c. — Continaed. 


Expenditures. 

< 

fa 

S 

a! 

•3 

s 

1 

i 

! 

1 

^ 

IS 

Ii 

ll 

Remarks. 

1570  30 
240  75 
753  81 
398  93 
792  20 
94.)  65 
317  61 
8,  ono  00 
3, 076  87 

2,500  00 

1,802  58 

1,279  16 

319  35 

7,000  00 

900  00 

300  00 

510  03 
3,000  00 

963  25 
3,026  80 

16  00 

July  1, 1874,  to  Mar.  31, 1875. 
Apr.  1  to  June  30, 1875. 

18,343  15 
317  14 

Apr.  1,  1874^  to  Mar.  21, 1875. 

Purveyor    claims    further 

oompensatioo. 
Due   collector,  expenses    of 

ooUection  «622,95. 

Act  Jane  22, 1874. 

35  34 

1793  31 

199  30 

Balance  due  collector,  expen- 
ses of  coUecUon  $1,154.55. 

728  91 

267  31 

Balance  doe  collector,  expen- 
ses of  collection,  $706. 17. 

Jnlv  1  to  August  31, 1874. 
Sept  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875. 

94  10 

496  67 
443  90 
490  60 
1,231  88 
1,561  35 
1,  250  32 
2,500  00 

3,000  00 
5,508  00 

431  00 
2, 141  94 
3,783  01 

822  92 
228  55 

3, 540  93 
350  00 
103  33 

1. 964  61 
.•i03  30 
559  27 

7,000  00 

1,227  44 
221  39 
665  50 
967  15 

1,808  06 

4  83 
1,008  60 

Balance  due  collector,  expen- 
ses of  collection,  $1,694.84. 

$1*2,363  10 

#12,863  io 

1 

Due  collector,  expenses  of 

collection,  13,200.40. 

14, 167  04 

13,363  04, 

304  00 

Apr.  I,  1874,  to  Mar.  31, 1875, 

disputed  item. 

783  40 

7«}  40 

7,  410  30 

July  1  to  31, 1874. 

Aug.  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875. 

7,  410  30 

"•• 



July  1  to  19, 1874. 

July  20, 1874,  to  June  20, 1875. 

405  00 

405  00 

Act  June  22, 1874. 

July  1, 1874,  to  May  4. 1875. 
May  5,  to  June  30, 1875. 

July  1,1874,  to  April  6, 1875. 
April  7  to  June  30. 1875. 
Balance  due  collector,  expen- 
ses of  collection,  $5,232. 

, 

i47  73 
1,091  60 

815  16 

1,091  60 

6,836  20 

5,801  10 

3, 324  00 

3,000  00 
570  35 

1,321  18 

12  21 

408  66 

783  39 

8,917  10 

1,250  00 
645  70 

3.074  64 

3. 763  33 



July  1  to  6, 1874. 
July  7  to  Nov.  23, 1874. 
Nov.  24. 1874,  to  June  30, 1875. 



ia,  605  71 

U, 709  30     i83  33 

548  66     3.  278  22 

Arises  from  disputed  Items. 

July  1  to  Dec.  31, 1874. 

Jan.  1  to  Feb.  28,  1875.    De- 

99 30 
IS  05 

posited. 
Mar.  1  to  Apr.  19, 1875.    No 

return. 
A  nr.  90  tn  .Tnne  30.  1875.     D  j. 

788  50 

31  05 

•  pffi^feby^'ooQle 

EMOLUMENTS   AND   FEES    OF   CUSTOMS-  OFFICIALS. 

Statement  of  the  official  emoluments  of  officers  of  the  eustom* 


District  or  post. 


Saloria,  Tex 

Oalveston,  Tex , 

Do , 

Paao  del  Norte.  Tex  . . . 

Wheeling,  W  Va 

ParkerBburch,  W,  Va. , 
lx)ui8viUe,  Ky 


Padncah,  Ky 

Nashville,  Tenu 

Memphis,  Tenn 

Saint  Loaifl,  Mo  .... 


Do. 


Saint  Joseph,  Mo . 
Kaunas  City,  Mo.. 
Cuyahoga,  Ohio... 


Miami,  Ohio . 


Do 

Sandusky,  Ohio... 
Ciucinnati,  Ohio . . 
New  Albany,  lud . 


Evansvillo,  Ind. 

Detroit,  Mich... 

Do 


Huron,  Mich  . 


Superior,  Mich 


Midi ij^an.  Mich  .. 

Chicago,  111 

Alton,  III 

Galena,  111 

Quincv.  lU 

Cairo.Ill 

Burlington,  Iowa  . 

Keokuk,  Iowa 

Dubuqiu'.  Iowa... 
Milwaukee,  Wis.. 


La  Crosse,  Wis 

Minnesota  

I>o 

Du  Luth,  Minn    

San  FrauoiHco,  Cal  .... 

San  Dietfo  Cal 

Do 

Oregon 

Willamette,  Orog 


Southern  Oregon 

Do 

Puget  Sound,  Wash  . 

**     Do...: 

Omaha,  Nebr 

Montana  and  Idaho  .. 
Alaska 


Name  of  ofiioer. 


KeceiptB. 


•2^ 

il 


Cheney  R  Prouty. 
Nathan  Patten.... 

KG.  Shields 

Colbert  Cold  well... 
W.R.Halliday..^. 

W.M.  Evans 

James  P.  Luse  . . . . 


John  E.  Woodward 

Adam  Woolt 

Wm.J.Sraith $136  84 

E.W.FOX 23,838  11 


J.F.Long. 


J.B.Hawley 

J.  E.  Marsh 

P.  G.  Watmough  . 

P.S.Slevin 


J.  W.  Fuller 

J.  G.  Pool.  

R.H.  Stophensuu. 
Jacob  Anthony  - . 


P.  Horn  brook  . . 
(reorge  Jerome. 
D.V.Beil , 


10, 010  29 
3, 167  02 


J.  P.  Sanborn  . 


J.  H.  Chandler  . 


H.C.  Akelcy 

X.B  Jndd 

W.T.Miller 

Daniel  Wann 

E.  B.  Hamilton^ 

George  Fisher 

John  C.  Abercrombie 

Samuel  M.  Clark 

Deloss  E.  Lyou 

George  C.  Stevens 


1, 976  8S 


32  96 


II.  500  00 
623  60 
876  40 
8.000  00 
350  00 
350  00 
350  00 

S62  50 
350  00 
350  00 

8  56 


I.  H.  Moutton 

J.  C.  Stom-t»r 

J.  Frankenfleld  ... 

Henry  Solbv 

T.  B. Shannen 

W.  J.  McCormick. 

W.W.  Bowers 

W.  D.  Hare 

H.  W.Scott 


17  06 


229  25 


David  Bushey 

David  L.  Watson 

Silucius  Garfield... 
Henrv  A.  Webster. 
W.W.Copeland... 
T.  A.  Ciinimiugs  ... 
M.  P.  Berry 


869  m 


i 


I 


$878  99 
1, 244  24 
1«859  74 


768  52 


669  95 

07  10 
225  10 
146  00 

52  40! 


1275  0>t 
831  &? 

1.166  :>(* 


m   78. 
'i,'»02'2i  * 


7*)  * 


123  07'- 

1, 005  a*): 
711  9o:. 


1.200  00 


34144  2,020  60 


350  00 

350  00 

1,000  00 

402  13 


6  90 

'Vsiseo 

1,429  80 


597  83!   7C8  25 


1,000  00 
350  00 
262  50 

3.i0  00 
663  90 
336  10 

1, 000  00 


39. 667  46  1,  6iB  Ot 


4,0-^5  70  . 


I 


14  25 
14  3D 


306  81; 
3,  J27WI    70  0)1. 
1,8J120  8,538  51;    850  Ol' 
45  79( 


:^l 


516  OOi  16  841         850  00 

8,302  10  4.272  61,         T29  OH 

4, 993  35  2,  574  04          366  00 

7,82135     2,270  57: 


1, 000  OOi    2, 741  00         156  95 

1,000  00     7.221  15         132  87 
1,000  OOI  14,758  3:<   43,783  21 


350  (»0i 
350  00 i 
350  OOl 
800  OO' 
350  OOl 
350  Oij. 
350  OOI 
1,000  00 


1,200  00  . 
8:w  41 
167  5h 
1,  000  00' 
7,000  OOl 
1, 173  921 
1,  826  0!> 
3,000  00 
1.000  00 

290  76 

709  24; 

84  20 

915  80 

350  00 

1,  000  OOI 

2,500  OO! 


8  20| . 
88  70  . 
51  10. 
101  00 
23  65 


696  90 
15  11 


91  85 

4, 659  85     2, 863  65 


2.00O  Cv 


759  22 


1,447 


197  0.7 . 
50  HV 
304  43< 


57  651. 


1, 201  05'     7, 245  89 


25  451. 
15  15j. 

904  75 

3, 208  a^i 

82  20| 
'"806*86! 


1, 050  w 


24  29, . 
362  9l[. 

32  G3  . 
112  04  . 


Total I  96,814  5«jl27,609  11218,964  54  236.556  70,  84.230  ei 

I  '  i I 
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EMOLUMENTS   AND    FEES   OF   CUSTOMS   OFFICIALS. 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  ^-c. — Continued. 


Expenditares. 

1 

3 

> 

k 
Ji- 
ll 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

li 

li 

Remarks. 

$2,653  99 
1.  870  90 
2.629  10 
2,000  00 
1, 140  30 
350  00 
3,720  00 

359  60 

698  17 

2,701  03 

73  37 

4,  755  74 

356  90 

350  00 

2,500  00 

1, 019  69 

1.  508  81 

2.  500  00 
4,  230  13 

308  29 

1.732  84 
2,  388  70 
1,206  30 

2,500  00 

2,500  00 

2,560  00 

4,500  00 

358  20 

438  70 
401  1(1 

1. 598  50 
388  7»i 
350  00 
441  8.-. 

2,o0J  00 

1,200  00 

1,  788  6!» 

418  or. 

3, 35-2  00 
7,000  00 
1, 173  9J 

1,  826  08 
3,000  00 
4, 050  00 

316  21 
724  39 
252  70 

2,  747  30 
404  83 

1.112  04 
3,306  20 

'"$828'44 
1, 275  54 

$5,  576  48 

15, 576  48 
10,  340  97 

July  1  to  Nov.  .30, 1874. 
Dec  1, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875. 

10,  340  97 

■ 

No  return  of  fees. 

$9-22  16 

Due   surveyor,  expenses  of 

collection.  #1,700. 01. 
Blscoutinued  Mar.  31, 1875. 

...1 

136  84 
24,  364  48 

18,  733  06 

Deposited. 

July  1  to  9, 1874.    Due  sur- 

veyor,  expenses  collection, 

#24.637.50. 
July  10, 1874.  to  June  30, 1875. 

Due     surveyor,    expenses 

collection,  $18,417.81. 

1 

173  12 

20,228  90 

^20  20 

1 

1 

2.'228  28 

138  5P 

4,  678  37 

178  36 

580  05 

14, 854  72 
15  13 

Due  collector,  expenses  of 
collection.  ^12,766.26. 

July  1  to  Nov.  25, 1874.  De- 
posited. 

Nov.  26, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875. 

1 

125  34 
•224  15 

41  89 
224  15 

1,200  00 
8,354  65 

"'35'85 

1.050  9-2 

Julv  1  1874,  to  Mar.  31, 1875^ 

No  return  of  fees. 

9,  495  20 
4.751  44 

42  71 
41  07 

561  72 

2,  042  24 
3,490  If 

9, 174  58 

1,  030  91 

5.  854  02 
23,  651  20 

July  1, 1874.  to  Feb.  28. 1875. 
Mar.  1  tn  .TntiA  X).  1875.     Jsim. 

1,231  50 

. 

IS  00 

j      pensions. 
832  601  ^70-04    (iHnoHifpd.      Dnft    col. 

4C0  00 

lector,  expenses  collection, 
^1.126.42. 
CoHect4)r   requested    to   de- 
poHit. 

33,279  a- 

110  46 

3,300  00 

2,123  50 

Deposited,     Sept.    30,    1875, 
#1,268.63 ;  due  him  6n  other 
accouut«,  $1,065.94. 

""  195*46 

Julv  1, 1874,  to  Apr.  30, 1875. 
May  1  to  June  30  1875 

2  27 





268  99 

Deposited  Dec.  9. 1875. 
Oct  22  to  June,  1874. 
July  1  to  N<fV.  21,  1874. 

j 

87  50 

122  85:           76  .Vi 

Nov.  22, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875. 

5,  768  49 

1, 548  05 

Balance    due    collector,   ex- 

pecses  collection,  #575.97. 

July  1  to  Oct.  15. 1874. 

Oct.  16, 1874.  to  June  30, 1875. 

July  1  to  Aug.  7, 1874. 

Aug.  8,  1874,  to  Juue  30, 1875. 

10  00 
301  36 

463  31 
1,021  88 

416  46 

1 

1            1 

73,0-23  65 

654  84 

859  40 

207, 7C9  27 

•2, 175  06 

288.  256  34 

155,  024  45 

1-23,769  77 
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EMOLUMENTS   AND    FEES    OF   CUSTOMS    OFFICIALS. 


Statement  of  the  official  emoluments  of  officers  of  the  eust^tmf 

SURTE 


1 

Keceipta. 

District  or  port 

Name  of  officer. 

* 

is 

^ 

1 

I 

1    1 

PaMaroaqnmldy,  Mo 

Porlliind,  Me 

J.  M.  Liverraore 

1500  00 
150  00 
125  00 
125  00 

200  00 
5,000  00 

8,000  00 
250  00 

•1.241  96 
4  553  24 

George  W.  True 

Gloucester,  Maas 

B.  H.Smith 

464  40 
239  89 

124  24 

Newbury  port,  Mam 

Salem,  Mans 

H.  Stoever 

Charles  B.  Howard  . . . 

Boflton  and  CliArleBtowii, 

A.  B.  Underwood 

Mass. 
New  York, N.Y...* 

George  H.  Sharpe 

Troy.N.Y 

E.  Hahn 

167  70 

348  00 
184  10 

Patohofirne  N.  Y 

£.  T.Moore 

Port  Jefferson.  N.  Y 

Frank  P.  Norton '...] 

700  00 

Oroeuport,  N.  Y 

William  Z.King ! 

252  39 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

E.  0.  M.  Goodrich 

5,000  00 

*"*'256*66 
150  00 

Baltimore,  Md 

Charles  Gilpin 

Charles  Williams 

713  56 

4.472  59 

Fredericksburgh,  Va 

^vannah,Ga 

David  Porter 

i,466  1*6 

2,732  73 
264  93 

New  Orleans.  La 

J.  M.  G.Parker 

J.M.  Wells 

3,006  14 

Do 

Velasco,  Tex 

J.  M.  Brougham 

1,000  00 
600  00 
350  00 

5,000  00 

W.  S.  Chichester 

Michigan  City,  Ind 

Thomas  Jemigaa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Giles  H.Gray 

Total 

3, -.87  40 

26,700  00 

16,978  59 

KAVAL 


Boston  and  Charlestown, 
Mass. 

NewYork,N.Y 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

Baltimore,  Md 

New  Orleans,  La 

San  Francisco.  Cal 


Total. 


Walter  Harriman. 


Addison  H.  Laflin. . . 
John  A.  Hiestand  . . 

Adam  £.  King 

Charles  Dillingham 
Edwin  Q.Walte.... 


Ill  00 


|5,000db 

8,000  00 
5,000  00 


5,000  00 


$8,044  21 
5,517  53 


11  00  23,000  00  13,561  74 


TURABURY  DRPARTMB^'T, 

Office  of  Commishioxkr  of  Customs,  Deeeml^  7, 1875. 
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for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  20,  1875,  cf-c— Continued. 
YORS. 


1                                  Expenditures. 

1 

i 

ii 

1 
1 

1 

i 

1 

Si 

5 

1 

If 

pOQ 

Bemarka. 

dnoo 

11,664  98 

4,500  00 

569  40 

364  89 

324  24 

5,000  00 

8,000  00 

13,500  00 

130  01 

117  01 

12.500  00 

1206  24 

Jnlv  1  to  Dec.  31, 1874.    Dis- 

continued Dec.  31, 1874. 
Do. 

Act  June  22, 1874. 

Do. 

1665  70 

Disputed. 

2  40 

181  70 

700  00 

252  39 

5.000  00 

4,473  59 

350  00 

1.550  10 

2,732  73 

264  93 

1,000  00 
600  00 
350  00 

5,000  00 



Act  June  23, 1874. 

9,^34  90 

9,810  90 

686  15 

41  41 

1.706  40 

1,706  40 

16,403  50 

14,365  94 - 

5,043  70 
837  40 

July  1, 1874,  to  May  11, 1875, 
$447.14  depo8ite<(  13,335.95 
in  dispute. 

May  12  to  June  30,  1875. 
1365.54  in  dispute. 

3,600  00 

1,762  60 

....'.. 

Act  June  22, 1874. 

33,034  80 

20  01 

17  01 

30, 145  841      79  40 

43,797  95 

893  39|    6,  §88  21 

OmCERS. 


% 

1 
5,000  00 

8,000  00 

1    5,000  00 

21,070  34 
20,  £r73  30 

21,064  50 
21,209  87 

•11  OO'    5.000  00 

1    5,000  00 

!    5,000  00 

3, 044  21 
179  96 

15  84 

1 

41,943  64 

43,274  37 

11  00   33, 000  00 

3, 224  17 

5  84 
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OommitHoner  of  Cuttoms. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


" 


) 


\ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


44th  Congress,  )   HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  (  Ex.  Doc. 
1st  Setaion.      ]  \    No.  83. 


SEAL-FISHERIES  IN  ALASKA. 


LETTER 


FROM 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


TRANSMimNG, 


In  response  to  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives^  information 
relating  to  the  seal-fisheries  in  Alaska, 


Januahy  20,  1876.— Refened  to  the  Committee  on  AVays  and  Means  and  ordered  to 

be  printed. 


Treasury  Department, 

January  17, 1876. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  res- 
olution, adopted  on  the  14th  ultimo,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  "  to  furnish  to  the  House  of  Representatives  such  information 
as  he  possesses  touching  the  management  of  the  Alaska  seal-fisheries 
by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  of  San  Francisco,  Oal.,  from  the 
date  of  its  lease  from  tl^e  United  States  to  the  present  time." 
In  response  to  said  resolution  I  have  the  honor  to  ti^nsmit  herewith — 

1.  A  schedule  or  list  of  all  documents  or  papers  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relating  to  the  Territory  of  Alaska  from 
and  including  August  3, 1870,  the  date  of  the  lease  mentioned  in  the 
resolution,,  to  and  including  January  17, 1876. 

2.  Copies  of  all  documents  and  papers  mentioned  or  referred  to  in 
said  list  containing,  or  which  appear  to  contain,  the  information  desired. 
These  copies  include  all  reports  received  by  the  Department  from  its 
agents,  relative  to  Alaska,  between  the  respective  dates  above  men- 
tioned. 

The  copies  thus  furnished  are  numbered  in  chronological  order,  and 
the  accompanying  list  is  numbered  to  correspond,  in  order  that  it  may 
readily  be  perceived  what  papers  are  and  what  are  not  transmitted. 
Those  which  are  thus  withheld  relate  to  matters  of  routine,  and  do  not 
appear  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  resolution.  The  descriptive 
list  will,  however,  enable  the  House  or  its  committee  to  make  a  further 
call  for  such  papers,  or  any  of  them,  should  it  seem  desirable  to  do  so. 

Some  of  the  information  called  for  by  said  resolution  has  been  here 
totore  printed,  and  may  be  found  in  the  following  described  Executive 
Documents,  viz : 

II.  R.  Executive  Document  Xo.  108,  Forty-first  Congress,  third  sessions 
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H.  E.  Executive  Document  ^No.  122,  Forty-first  Confess,  third  session ; 

H.  E.  Executive  Document  No.  20,  Forty-second  Congress,  second 
session ; 

Senate  Executive  Document  i^o.  12,  Forty- fourth  Congress^  first  ses- 
sion— 

copies  of  which  are  herewith  also  transmitted  with  references,  by  num- 
ber, to  such  of  the  reports  therein  printed  as  appear  upon  the  schedule 
or  list  above  mentioned. 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  connection  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  the  report 
of  General  O.  O.  Howard,  on  affairs  iu. Alaska,  is  printed  at  length  in 
said  Senate  Document  No.  12,  as  a  report  from  the  War  Department, 
and  a  copy  thereof  having  been  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  this  Department  for  its  information,  in  October  last,  it  appears  on 
said  descriptive  list  as  a  part  of  its  fites.  To  this  report  was  annexed  a 
pamphlet  entitled  <'A  history  of  the  wrongs  of  Alaska,"  purporting  to 
have  been  printed  by  order  of  an  association  styled  the  "Anti-Monopoly 
Association  of  the  Pacific  Coast,"  and  signed  "Ohas.  Leege,  secretary ,'' 
which,  having  been  printed  as  aforesaid,  is  formally  transmitted  here- 
with, and  is  here  referred  to  only  for  the  purpose  of  stating  that  this 
Department  has  no  knowledge  or  information  concerning  the  said  asso- 
ciation, its  secretary,  or  officers,  if  any  such  exist,  which  enables  it  to 
judge  to  what  extent,  if  any,  the  allegations  cotftained  in  said  pamphlet 
are  entitled  to  consideration  or  credence,  other  than  is  contained  in  the 
report  of  J.  S.  Moore,  a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  herewith.  A  printed 
copy  of  an  elaborate  report  on  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Alaska,  made 
in  November,  1874,  by  H.  W.  Elliott,  then  a  special  agent  of  this  De- 
partment, is  herewith  submitted.  This  is  understood  to  embrace  all  the 
information  contained  in  a  similar  report,  by  the  same  officer,  in  1873, 
printed  in  folio,  with  illustrations,  but  of  which  only  one  copy  is  on  the 
files  of  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BHISTOW, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasuty. 

Hon.  M.  C.  Kerr, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


A  COMPLETE  LIST  OF  PAPERS  ON  FILE  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  THE  TREASURY,  IN  THE  ALASKA  BUSINESS,  SINCE  THE  DATE  OF  THE 
LEASE  TO  THE  ALASKA  COMMERCLAX.  COMPANY,  AUGUST  3, 1870,  TO  THE 
PRESENT  DATE. 

[Entries  marked  with  numbers  are  accompanied  by  copies  of  the  docnments.] 

1870. 

1.  Lease  from  the  United  States  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
dated  August  3, 1870. 

Letter  of  Assistant  United  States  Treasurer,  dated  August  3, 1870, 
to  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  bonds  ($55,000)  of 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

2.  Letter  of  N.  L.  JeflFries,  attorney,  dated  August  3, 1870,  to  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  delivery  by  the  col- 
lector of  customs,  Sau  Francisco,  of  certain  seal-skins  to  Messrs^  Hutch- 
inson, Kohl  &  Co.,  and  Williams,  Havens  &  Co. 
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Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  August  3, 1870, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  disposal  of  skins. 

Telegram  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  August  4, 1870,  to 
the  collector  of  customs,  authorizing  him  to  deliver  skins  to  Hutchinson, 
Eohl  &  Co.,  and  Williams,  Havens  &  Go. 

3.  Letter  of  president  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated 
August  4, 1870,  to  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  kill- 
ing seals  for  year  1870. 

4.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  dated  August  6, 1870,  to  the  Acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  Alaska  Commercial  Company  send- 
ing vespel  to  Alaska, 

5.  Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  August  8, 1870,  to 
the  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorized  to  allow  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  to  send  vessels  to  Alaska. 

6.  Letter  of  J.  W.  McCockle,  attorney  for  L.  Goldstone,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, dated  August  9, 1870,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  protest- 
ing against  awarding  lease  to  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

7.  Letter  of  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  dated  August  16, 1870, 
to  N.  L.  Jeffries,  attorney,  relative  to  sending  fire-arms  to  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  August  17, 1870,  to  the 
collector  of  customs.  New  York,  authorized  to  receive  tax  on  skins. 

8.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Meflfries,  attorney,  dated  August  17,  1870,  to  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  paying  tax  on  seal-skins. 

9.  Letter  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  dated  August  19, 1870,  to  N. 
L.  JeffrieH,  attorney,  relative  to  seizure  of  fox-skins. 

10.  Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  August  22, 1870, 
to  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  importation  of  distilled  spirits 
into  Alaska. 

11.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  attorney,  dated  August  24, 1870,  to  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requesting  permission  to  land  fire- 
arms in  Alaska. 

12.  Eules  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated  August  30, 
1870. 

13.  Telegram  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Septem- 
ber 9,  1870,  to  the  collector  at  San  Francisco;  permission  granted 
Alaska  Commercial  Comx)any  to  take  arms,  &c.,  to  islands  of  Saint 
Paul  and  Saint  George. 

14.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  attorney,  Washington,  D.  C,  dated  Sep- 
tember 9,  1870,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  shipment 
of  arms  to  islf^nds  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

15.  Executive  order,  dated  September  9, 1870,  modifying  Executive 
order  of  February  4, 1870. 

16.  Circular  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  September  10, 
1870,  to  officers  of  the  customs,  publishing  Executive  order  relative  to  . 
use  of  arms  in  Alaska. 

Telegram  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  September  12, 1870, 
to  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  surrender  of  skins 
to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co. 

Telegram  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  September  12, 1870, 
to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  advising  them  of  above. 

Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  September  12, 1870,  to 
Messrs.  Hutcliinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  inclosing  copy  of  telegram  to  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco. 

17.  Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  September  13, 1870, 
to  collectors,  San  Francisco,  Sitka,  Port  Townsend,  and  Portland,  Ore- 
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gouy  inclosing  regulations  relative  to  importation  of   fire-arms  into 
Alaska. 

18.  Letter  of  X.  L.  Jeffries,  attorney,  dated  September  17,  1870,  to 
Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  publication  of  award  of  lease. 

19.  Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury  to  collector,  San  Francisco, 
dated  September  19, 1870,  directing  publication  of  award  of  lease. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  September  19, 
1870,  tx)  Secretary  of  Treasury,  inclosing  afl&davit  of  Captain  Briggs. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  September  20, 
1870,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  transmitting  affidavit  of  officers  and 
crew  of  Mauna  Loa. 

20.  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  September 
27, 1870,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  seal-skins  on  the  Oyane. 

21.  Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  September  30,  1870,  to 
collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  him  to  retain  posses- 
sion of  11,500  skins. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  October  1, 1870, 
to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  226  casks  skins  shipped  to  New 
York. 

22.  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  September 
30, 1870,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  inclosing  copy  of  published 
notice  of  lease,  &c. 

Letter.of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  1, 1870,  to  Coast-Survey 
Office,  requesting  information  relative  to  Jones'  Island,  Alaska. 

Telegram  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  October  1, 
1870,  to  collector  of  customs.  New  York,  requesting  him  to  retain  pos- 
session of  skins. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  3, 1870,  to  collector 
of  customs,  New  York,  authorized  to  retain  possession  of  skins. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  3, 1870,  to  collector  of 
customs  San  Francisco,  authorizing  detention  of  '^  Mauna  Loa." 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  3, 1870,  to  collec- 
tor of  customs  San  Francisco,  authoring  detention  of  Mauna  Loa. 

Joint  telegram  of  Special  Agent  McLean  and  collector  of  customs, 
San  Francisco,  dated  October  4, 1870,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative 
to  skins  imported  by  Mauna  Loa  and  John  Bright. 

Letter  of  Coast-Survey  Office,  dated  October  4, 1870,  to  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  inclosing  chart  of  Jones'  Island. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  October  5, 1870, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  inclosing  statement  of  Captain  John  Heed  and 
others,  relative  to  fur-skins. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  6, 1870,  to  Coast-Sur- 
vey Office,  requesting  further  information  relative  to  Jones'  Island. 

23.  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  dated  October  6, 1870,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  liquors  into 
Alaska. 

Letter  of  Special  Agent  McLean,  dated  October  10, 1870,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  concerning  the  importation  of  skins. 

24.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  12,  1870,  to  col- 
lector of  customs,  San  Francisco,  inclosing  letter  addressed  to  collector 
of  customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  killing  seals  in  Alaska. 

25.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  12, 1870,  to  collec- 
tor of  customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  killing  seals  in  Alaska. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  dated  October  13,  1870,  to 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  furs  received  from  San  Francisco. 
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Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  14, 1870,  to  collec- 
tor of  customs,  New  York,  relative  to  226  casks  of  furs. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  15, 1870,  relative  to 
226  casks  of  furs;  addressed  to  collector,  New  York. 

Telegram  of  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  dated  October  15, 1870, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  226  casks  of  skius. 

Telegrams  of  Scholb  Brothers,  New  I'ork,  dated  October  17, 1870,  to 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  exportation  of  skins. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  17, 1870,  to  Scholb 
Brothers,  New  York,  relative  to  shipment  of  skins. 

20.  Affidavit  of  S.  N.  Buynitzky,  dated  October  19, 1870,  relative  to 
seal-skins. 

27.  Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  October  19, 1870,  to  Secre- 
tary of  Treasury,  recommending  appointment  of  S.  Falconer,  &c. 

Telegram  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  October  20, 
1S70,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  skins  of  C.  J.  Jansen. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  October  21, 1870,  to  collec- 
tor of  customs,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  skins  of  C.  J.  Jansen. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  State,  dated  October  22, 1870,  to  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  inclosing  letter  from  Russian  minister  relative  to  furs. 

Telegram  of  Secretjyy  of  Treasury,  dated  October  25, 1870,  to  the 
collector,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  6,000  seal-skins. 

Letter  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  dated  October  25, 1870,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  seal-skins  detained  at  New  York. 

Telegram  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  October  26, 
1S70,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  5,070  skins  consigned  to 
James  Tinker,  New  York. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  October  27, 1870, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,,  relative  to  fur-seal  skins  imported  by  Ann 
Eliza,  inclosing  statement  of  R.  H.  Waterman;  affidavits  of  G.  Web- 
ster, M.  V.  Beverage,  and  C.  J.  Jansen  j  letters  of  Russian  consul  and 
J.  M.  Mass:  certificates  of  C.  P.  Dudly,  and  F.  H.  Craig. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  October  28,  1870,  to 
H.  M.  Hutchinson,  relative  to  release  of  skins  claimed  by  Russian 
minister. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  October  29, 1870, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  5,070  skius,  per  the  Eustace,  and 
inclosing  letter  of  Russian  consul. 

28.  Letter  ot  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  1,  1870,  to 
Special  Agent  Bryant,  relative  to  disposition  of  skins  preserved  by 
natives. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  4,  1870,  to  col- 
lector of  customs,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  delivery  of  furs. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  4, 1870,  to  collector 
of  customs,  New  York,  relative  to  detention  ot  furs  of  Messrs.  Hutchin- 
son, Kohl  &  Co. 

Letter  of  Russian  minister,  dated  November  6, 1870,  to  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  relative  to  226  casks  of  furs. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  November  7, 
1870,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  furs  imported  by  the 
Czareritch. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs.  New  York,  dated  November  9, 1870,  to 
Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  detention  of  30  cases  furs. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  dated  November  10, 1870,  to  the  Attorney- 
Geueral,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  distilled  spirits  into  Alaska. 
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Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  November  11, 
1870,  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  importation  of  seal- 
skins, per  the  John  Bright  and  Mauna  Loa;  and  inclosing  statement 
of  E.  H.  Waterman,  and  affidavits  of  A.  Knrtz  and  L.  Gerstte. 

Letter  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  dated  November  12, 1870,  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  skins  by  Constantine. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  November  12, 
1870,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  skins  per  J.  W.  Seaver. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  November  12, 
1870,  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury-,  relative  to  skins  per  Constantine. 

Letter  of  Webster  &  Craig,  New  York,  dated  November  15, 1870,  to 
the  collector  of  customs.  New  York,  relative  to  detention  of  skins  of 
Scholb  Brothers,  New  York. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  dated  November  16, 1870, 
to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  furs  from  San  Francisco,  nnder 
bond. 

29.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  18, 1870,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  copy  of  letter  of  Russian  minister. 

Letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  November  18» 
1870,  to  N.  L.  Jeffries,  requesting  him,  or  Mr.  Hutchinson,  to  call  at 
the  Department. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  November  18, 1870,  to  the 
Russian  minister;  detention  of  skins  at  New  York. 

Telegram  of  deputy  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  dated  November 
18, 1870,  to  H.  B.  James,  Treasury  Department,  relative  to  220  casks  of 
furs. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  21, 1870,  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  New  York,  relative  to  226  casks  furs. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  23, 1870,  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  San  Francisco,  authorizing  delivery  of  skins  per 
John  Bright. 

Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  dated  November  23,  1870,  to  collector  of 
customs,  San  Francisco,  requesting  delivery  of  skins  per  John  Bright. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  26, 1870,  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  delivery  of  skins  per 
J.  W.  Seaver. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  28,  1870,  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  skins  per  the  J.  W* 
Seaver. 

Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  dated  November  30, 1870,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  relative  to  delivery  of  skins. 

30.  Report  of  S.  N.  Buynitzky,  dated  December  30, 1870,  relative  to 
the  seal-fisheries  at  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  dated  Decehiber  31, 1870,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  landing  of  ale  and  porter  on 
steamer  California. 

1871. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  January  5, 1871,  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  delivery  of  5,802  skins  to  Alaska 
Commercial  Company. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  dated  January  3, 1871,  to  Sec- 
retary of  Treasury,  report  of  condition  of  business. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  January  7,  1871,  to  the  col- 
lector of  customs,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  shipment  of  intoxicating 
liquors  to  Alaska.  '  ^^^^^^  ^^ ^OOgi€ 
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Letter  from  Hon.  George  W.Julian,  M.  C,  dated  February  4, 1871,  to 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requesting  certain  papers. 

Letters  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  February  7  and  8, 1871, 
to  Si)eaker  of  House  of  Kepresentatives,  transmitting  certain  Alaska 
papers. 

31.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  9,1871,  to  presi- 
dent of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  requesting  copy  of  list  of  officers 
of  company,  &c. 

32.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  10,  1871,  to 
collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  instructions  as  to  the  dispositions  of 
wines,  &c. 

33.  Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 17, 1871,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  inclosing  list  of  officers  and 
stockholders  of  company. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  dated  February  23,  1871,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  referring  to  his  report  of  October  6, 1870. 

Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  relative  to 
steamer  Alexander  sailing  for  Alaska ;  letter  dated  March  13, 1871. 

Letter  of  Professor  L.  Agassiz,  dated  March  14, 1871,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  sending  alcohol  to  Captain  Bryant  for  pres- 
ervation of  animals. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  20, 1871,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  requesting  modification  of  Executive  order 
of  February  4, 1870,  relative  to  introduction  of  spirits  into  Alaska. 

34.  Executive  order,  dated  March  21, 1871,  modifying  Executive  order 
of  February  4, 1870. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  25, 1871,  to  Professor 
L.  Agassiz,  authorizing  shipment  of  alcohol  to  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  25, 1871,  to  collectors 
of  customs,  San  Francisco  and  Sitka,  transmitting  copy  of  Executive 
order  of  March  21, 1871. 

35.  Letter  of  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  dated  April  17, 1871,  to  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  requesting  reduction  of  rent  for  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and 
Saint  George  for  1870. 

36.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  May  5, 1871,  to  the  presi- 
dent of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  allowing  company  to  deposit  rent 
with  assistant  treasurer  at  San  Francisco. 

37.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeflfries,  dated  May  6, 1871,  to  Secretary  of  Treas- 
ury, relative  to  taxes  due  the  Government  from  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company. 

Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  May  13, 1871,  relative  to 
shipment  of  skins  by  Alaska  Commercial  Company  per  steamer  Alex- 
ander. 

38.  fieport  of  Special  A  gent  Falconer,  dated  May  14, 1871,  to  Special 
Agent  Bryant,  relative  to  condition  of  business  at  Saint  George  Island. 

39.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  May  19, 1871,  to  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  seal  islands. 

40.  Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated  <rune 
13, 1871,  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  rent 
of  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul  for  1871. 

41.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  June  28,  1871,  to  S.  N. 
Baynitzky,  instructed  to  proceed  to  Alaska. 

42.  Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  June  30, 1871,  to  S. 
]Sr.  Buynitzky,  transmitting  copy  of  lease  of  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany. 

Letter  of  David  Shirpser,  dated  San  Francisco,  Jn^'  7^  ^^b^ Vl^ff^fe 
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tary,  complaining  of  action  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  relative  to 
delivery  of  wines,  &c. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  State,  dated  July  11, 1871,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  letter  from  Russiau  minister,  relative  to 
appointment  of  curators  on  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul  Islands. 

43.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  July  14, 1871,  to  president 
of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  relative  to  reduction  of  rent  of  islands 
of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  for  1871. 

44.  Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  July  15, 1871,  to  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  informing  Department  of  the  arrival  of  the  Cyane. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treavsury,  dated  July  19, 1871,  to  Secretary  of 
State,  informing  him  that  curators  will  be  allowed  on  islands  of  Saint 
Paul  and  Saint  George. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  July  19, 1871,  to  collector  of 
customs,  Sitka,  authorized  to  allow  two  curators  to  reside  on  Saint 
George  and  Saint  Paul  Islands. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  July  20,  1871,  to  collector  of 
customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  establishment  of  a  brewery  at  Sitka. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  July  20, 1871,  to  David  Sliirp- 
ser,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  the  importation  of  wines,  &c.,  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  July  25, 1871,  to 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  inclosing  letter  from  Lyon  &  Co.,  relative  to 
ale  shipped  by  them  to  Alaska. 

45.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Falconer,  dated  August  3,  1871,  to 
Special  Agent  Bryant,  relative  to  condition  of  affairs  at  island  of  Saint 
George. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  August  4, 1871,  to  col- 
lector of  customs,  Sitka,  approving  his  action  in  refusing  landing  of  ale. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  August  4, 1871,  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  inclosing  letter  to  the  collector  at 
Sitka. 

Letter  of  E.  B.  Jerome,  (custom-house  San  Francisco,)  dated  August 
8,  1871,  to  F.  A.  Crawford,  Dayton,  Ohio,  relative  to  skins  detained  at 
San  Francisco. 

46.  Letter  of  S.  N.  Buynitzky,  dated  August  10, 1871,  to  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  report  of  seal-killing  on  island  of  Saint  George. 

47.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Falconer,  dated  August  5,  1871, 
relative  to  shipment  of  skins  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

48.  Certificates  of  Special  Agent  Brjant,  dated  August  11,  1871, 
relative  to  shipment  of  skins  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

49.  Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  August  1,  1871,  to  Special 
Agent  Falconer,  relative  to  the  seal-fishery  at  Saint  George  Island. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  dated  September  23, 1871,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  returning  letter  of  Messrs.  Lyon  &  Co. 

50.  Letter  of  collector  of  cnstoms,  Sitka,  dated  September  23, 1871, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  landing  of  liquors  and  the 
manufacture  of  beer  at  Alaska., 

61.  Letter  [copyj  of  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  relative  to 
rental  of  buildings  at  Port  Yukon. 

Letter  of  Theodore  Hatterm,  dated  Sitka,  October  23, 1871,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  delivery  of  ale,  &c. 

52.  Eeport  of  Special  Agent  Charles  Bryant,  dated  November  10, 
1871,  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  seal-fisheries. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  November  24,  1871,  to 
Special  Agent  Bryant,  Fair  Haven,  Mass.,  requesting  him  to  report  at 
Department. 
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53.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  November  29, 
1871,  to  Hut€hinsou,  Kohl  &  Co.,  declining  to  give  them  permit  to 
occap3'  buildings. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  December  2, 1871,  to  the 
collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  relative  to  21  seal-skins  forwarded 
from  Kodiak  to  San  Francisco,  by  F.  A.  Crawford. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  dated  December  11, 1871,  to 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  stealing  alcohol  from  warehouse. 

54.  Letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  December 
12,  1871,  to  Special  Agent  Bryant,  relative  to  sealskins  taken  on  islands 
of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  in  1870. 

55.  Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  December  16, 1871,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  seal-skins  taken  on  the  islands  of 
Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  in  1870. 

1872. 

56.  Letter  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  dated  January  23,  1871,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  offering  $100  rent  for  buildings  at  Fort  Yu- 
kon, Alaska. 

57.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  January  25,  1872,  to 
chairman  Committee  on  Commerce,  House  of  Representatives,  trans- 
mitting draught  of  bill,  relative  to  management  of  seal-fisheries  in 
Alaska.  * 

58.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  January  25, 1872,  to  Hut- 
chinson, Kohl  &  Co.,  relative  to  rental  of  buildings. 

59.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  January  31, 1872,  to  So- 
licitor of  Treasury,  inclosing  papers,  and  requesting  opinion  as  to  re- 
daction of  rent  of  buildings. 

Letter  of  Nicholas  Korigin,  missionary  priest  of  Russian  Church,  San 
Francisco,  dated  January  31, 1872,  requesting  permission  to  ship  wine 
to  Alaska.  • 

Letter  of  chairman  Senate  Committee  on  Commerce,  dated  February 
8, 1872,  petition  for  enactment  of  a  law  for  protection  of  walrus  in  the 
Arctic  Sea. 

60.  Ijetter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  13,  1872,  to 
Special  Agent  Bryant,  inclosing  above  petition  for  report. 

61.  Letter  of  Solicitor  of  Treasury,  dated  February  13, 1872,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  reduction  of  rent  on  islands 
in  Alaska. 

Letter  of  chairman  Committee  on  Commerce,  inclosing  bill  for  pro- 
tection of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,  dated  February  15,  1872. 

62.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  15,  1872,  to  the 
President  of  Alaska  Commercial  Comi)any,  declining  to  lessen  the 
amount  of  rent  for  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

63.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  20,  1872,  to  the 
Senate  chairman  Committee  on  Commerce,  relative  to  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska. 

64.  Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  February  20, 1872,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  law  for  the  protection  of  the  wal- 
rus in  the  Arctic  Sea. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  February  21,  1872,  to  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  robbery  of  warehouse  by  A. 
Vasseriss. 

65.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  21,  1872,  to 
N.  L.  Jeffries,  transmitting  opinion  of  Solicitor  of  Treasury,  relative  to 
reduction  of  rent.  ,,g,^^,  ,^  V^OOglc 
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Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  26,  1872,  to  the 
Senate  chairman  Committee  on  Commerce,  transmitting  report  of 
Special  Agent  Bryant,  relative  to  law  protecting  walrus. 

Letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  27, 1872, 
to  Special  Agent  Bryant,  informing  him  that  steamer  '^  Alexandria '^ 
sails  for  Alaska,  April  1,  1872. 

66.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  February  23, 1872,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  inclosing  draught  ot  order  modifying 
Executive  order  of  February  4,  1870,  relative  to  shipment  of  wines 
to  Alaska. 

67.  Executive  order,  dated  February  29,  1872,  modifying  Executive 
order  of  February  4, 1870. 

68.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  dated  February  29,  1872,  to  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  fur-seals  to  be  killed  under  lease  of  Alaska 
Commercial  Company. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  2, 1872,  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  him  to  allow  Captain  Bryant  to 
take  alcohol  to  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  2,  1872,  to  Special 
Agent  Bryant,  authorizing  him  to  forward  seal-skins  to  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  2, 1872,  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  informing  him  that  Captain  Bryant  will 
send  him  skins. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  2, 1872,  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  him  to  allow  wines  to  go  to 
Alaska. 

69.  Letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  2, 1872^ 
to  the  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  transmitting  copies  of  Executive 
order  of  February  29, 1872. 

Letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  2, 1872,  to 
Nicholas  Karrigin,  San  Francisco,  referred  to  the  collector  of  customs^ 
San  Francisco,  for  information  relative  to  shipment  of  wines  to  Alaska. 

70.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  13, 1872,  to  Special 
Agent  Bryant,  authorizing  him  to  purchase  materials  not  exceeding 
$4,000. 

71.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  13, 1872,  to  Special 
Agent  Bryant,  relative  to  shipment  of  materials  for  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  March  13, 1872,  to  Special 
Agent  Bryant,  authorizing  him  to -import  animals  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  March  13, 1872,  to  collec- 
tor of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  sale  of  tea  to  be  forwarded 
by  Special  Agent  Bryant. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  14, 1872,  to  collector  of 
customs,  Sitka,  authorizing  him  to  allow  F.  Hatterm  to  reship  ale,  &c.^ 
to  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  15,  1872,  to  collector,  Saa 
Francisco,  giving  Captain  Bryant  authority  to  take  alcohol  to  Alaska^ 
See  Greneral  Howard's  report. 

Letter  of  Henry  H.  Sage,  dated  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  16,  1872,  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  inclosing  extract  from  Alaska^ 
Herald,  (referred  from  White  House.) 

72.  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  March  25^ 
1872,  relative  to  seal-fisheries  at  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  Islands* 

Letter  of  Solicitor  of  Treasury,  March  27,  1872,  to  Secretary  o£ 
Treasury,  relative  to  proceedings  against  A.  Vasseriss. 
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Telegram  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  March  27, 1872,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  requesting  permission  to  ship  whisky  to  Alaska. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  March  28, 1872,  to  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  authorizing  him  to  allow  Special  Agent  Bry- 
ant to  ship  liquors  to  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  30,  1872,  to  collector,  Sitka, 
authorizing  him  not  to  take  proceedings  against  A.  Yasseriss. 

Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  April  8, 1872,  to 
Secretary  of  Treasury,  inclosing  certificate  of  deposit  for  $55,00.0  reijt* 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  April  9, 1872,  to  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  reporting  shipment  of  ale  to  Port  Townsend,  Wash. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  April  11, 1872,  to  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  requesting  instructions  relative  to  A.  Vasseriss. 

73.  Letter  of  Solicitor  of  Treasury,  April  15, 1872,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  application  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Co., 
for  reduction  of  rent. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  18, 1872,  to  the  president  of 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  acknowledging  receipt  of  $55,000. 

74.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  treasury,  April  18, 1872,  to  the  president  of 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  relative  to  reduction  of  rent  for  1871. 

75.  Letter  of  president  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  April  1, 1872, 
to  the  agents  of  the  company,  inclosing  copy  of  regqlations,  &c. 

76.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  19, 1872,  to  collector  San 
Francisco,  relative  to  sending  a  cutter  to  Unmak  Pass. 

77.  Letter  of  ]>resident  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  April  26, 1872, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  rent  for  Se«a.l  Islands. 

78.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  May  4, 1872,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  re- 
questing that  excess  of  rental  be  forwarded  to  president  of  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  at  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  6, 1872,  to  Treasurer  of  United 
States,  authorizing  issuance  of  draft  for  $22,019.25  to  president  of 
Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  May  9, 1872,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury, 
relative  to  3,541  skin3  shipped  per  Alexander,  and  consigned  to  col* 
lector  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  Treasurer  of  United  States,  May  9,  1872,  to  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  inclosing  transfer-check  on  assistant  treasurer  San  Francisco 
for  $22,019.25  for  Alaska  Commercisil  Company;  also  certificate  of  deposit 
by  said  company  for  $5,480.75  on  account  of  rental. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  9,  1872,  to  president  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  transmitting  draft  for  $22,019.25. 

79.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  May  9, 1872,  relative  to  ship- 
ment of  skins. 

80.  Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  May  21, 1872, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  acknowledging  receipt  of  draft  for  $22,019.25. 

Telegram  of  deputy  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  May  24, 1872, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  reporting  arrival  of  seal-skins. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  27, 1872,  to  the  collector  San 
Francisco,  authorized  to  send  skins  to  New  York. 

81.  Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  May  28, 1872, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  submitting  certificate  of  deposit  for  $i02;837, 
tax  on  seal-skins. 

Telegram  of  deputy  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  June  1, 1872, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  packing  seal-skins. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  3,  1872,  to  the  collector  of 
custoDBS  San  Francisco,  authorized  to  have  skins  properly  packed.       i^ 
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Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  June  8, 1872,  to  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  reporting  condition  of  affairs  in  district. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  June  10, 1872,  to  Secre- 
tary of  Treasury,  relative  tx)  sale  of  tea. 

Account-current  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  June  11, 1872, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  expenses  of  resalting  and  repack- 
ing 3,541  skins. 

Letter  of  collector,  San  Francisco,  June  11,  1872,  to  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  relative  to  skins  sent  by  Captain  Bryant. 
V  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  June  15, 1872,  to  Secre- 
tary of  Treasury,  requesting  remittance  of  86,000  to  pay  vouchers  of 
Captain  Bryant. 

82.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  June  17, 1872,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury, 
relative  to  ownership  of  buildings  in  Alaska,  on  application  to  Hutch- 
inson, Kohl  &  Co. 

83.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  19, 1S72,  to  Solicitor  of  Treas- 
ury, requesting  opinion  relative  to  the  ownership  of  buildings  in  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  20,  1872,  to  collector,  San 
Francisco,  approving  bills  for  expenses  on  skins. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  26, 1872,  to  collector  of  customs, 
San  Francisco,  advised  of  remittance  of  $6,000. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  June  28, 1872,  to  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  relative  to  37  casks  of  skins  arrived  from  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  2, 1872,  to  collector  of  customs, 
New  York,  relative  to  37  casks  of  seal-skins  from  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  dated  July  17, 1872,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  value  of  fur-skins  from  Saa 
Francisco. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  July  18, 1872,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  37  casks  of  skins  from  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  20, 1872,  to  collector  of  customs. 
New  York,  relativeto  advertising  skins  for  sale. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  22, 1872,  to  collector  of  customs. 
New  York,  relative  to  sale  of  skins. 

Advertisement  for  sale  of  skins  at  New  York. 

Bid  of  Messrs.  George  C.  Treadwell  &  Co.,  New  York,  *7.25  per  skin. 

Bid  of  Williams,  Haven  &  Co.,  New  London,  $8.50  per  skin. 

Bid  of  E.  S.  Mawson,  Philadelphia,  $7.30  per  skin. 

Bid  of  George  King,  New  York,  $7  per  skin. 

Bid  of  L.  J.  Phillips  &  Co.,  New  York,  $7.12J  per  skin. 

Letter  of  Martin  Bates,  jr.,  &  Co.,  New  York,  August  11, 1872,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  sale  of  seal-skins. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs.  New  York,  August  14,  1872,  to  Secre- 
tary of  Treasury,  relative  to  proposals  for  skins. 

84.  Report  of  Samuel  Falconer,  August  15, 1872,  to  Special  Agent 
Bryant,  relative  to  affairs  at  Saint  George  Island. 

Telegram  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  19, 1872,  to  Messrs. 
Williams,  Havens  &  Co.,  New  London,  August  19, 1872,  informing  them 
of  acceptance  of  bid  for  skins. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  19, 1872,  to  collector  of  cus- 
toms. New  York,  informing  him  of  acceptance  of  bid  of  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams, Havens  &  Co.  for  skins. 

Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  19, 1872,  to  Messrs. 
E.  Goddard,  A.  L.  Sturtevant,  and  S.  L  Kimball,  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, appointing  them  a  committee  to  open  sealed  proposals  for  skins. 
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Report  (August  10,  1872)  of  board  appointed  to  open  sealed  proposals 
skins.    Recomraend  acceptance  of  bid  of  Williams,  Havens  &  Co. 
felegrara  of  collector  of  customs.  New  York,  August  19, 1872,  to  the 
^retarv  of  Treasury,  requesting  decision  on  bid  for  seal-skins. 
Celegram  of  Geo.  C.  Treadwell  &  Co.,  New  York,  August  19, 1872,  to 
J  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  withdrawing  oflfer  for  skins, 
setter  of  Geo.  C.  Treadwell  &  Co.,  New  York,  August  19, 1872,  to  the 
iretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  withdrawal  of  bid. 
setter  of  Samuel  Milletich,  dated  Sitka,  August  20, 1872,  to  the  Sec- 
ary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  receiving  liquors  for  certain  purposes. 
i5.'  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  August  20, 1872,  relative  to 
pment  of  21,000  skins  to  San  Francisco. 

["elegram  of  Williams,  Havens  &  Co.,  August  20,  1872,  to  the  Secre- 
y  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  counting  and  receiving  skins, 
jetter  of  E.  S.  Mawson,  Philadelphia,  August  20, 1872,  to  Secretary 
the  Treasury,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  bids  for  skins, 
setter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  21,  1872,  to  E.  S. 
wson,  Philadelphia,  giving  list  of  bids  for  skins, 
telegram  of  E.  S.  Mawson,  Philadelphia,  August  22,  1872,  to  the 
xetary  of  the  Treasury,  acknowledging  receipt  of  letter. 
iCtter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  dated  Groton,  Mass.,  August  24, 
2,  to  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requesting  account-cur- 
t  of  sealskin  sale. 

iCtter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  26, 1872,  to  the  New 
i*k  Daily  Times,  transmitting  check  for  $25.60  for  publishing  notice  of 
3  of  skins. 

6.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Samuel  Falconer,  August  27, 1872, 
itive  to  shipment  of  8,877  skins. 

jetter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  28, 1872,  to  collector 
customs,  New  York,  authorizing  him  to  send  account  of  expenses  of 
3  of  furs. 

7.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  September  5,  1872,  to  the 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  affairs  of  the  Seal  Islands. 

8.  Certificate  (in  duplicate)  of  Captain  Bryant,  September  9, 1872,  rela- 
3  to  shipment  of  49,551  skins. 

iCtter  of  collector  of  customs.  New  York,  September  9, 1872,  to  the 

retary  of  the  Treasury,  account  of  sale  and  expenses  of  37  casks  of 

us. 

jetter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  September  12, 1872,  to  collec- 

of  customs,  Sitka,  denying  application  of  Samuel  Milletich,  relative 

importation  of  wines  into  Alaska. 

Lccount  of  expenses  connected  with  resalting,  packing,  hauling,  stor- 

^,  &c.,  of  37  casks  of  seal-skins. 

jetter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  October  17, 1872,  to  the  Secre- 

y  of  the  Treasury,  reporting  his  visits  to  different  parts  of  the  dis- 

;t,  &c. 

►9.  Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated  Novem^ 

'  4,  1872,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  inclosing  certificate  of  Special 

ent  Bryant  as  to  compliance  with  their  lease;  also  inclosing  certificate 

ileposit  for  $252,181.12. 

K).  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  December  2,  1872,  to  collector  of 

Jtoms,  San  Francisco,  verification  of  number  of  seal-skins. 

)1.  Letter  of  Solicitor  of  Treasury,  December  4, 1872,  to  the  Secretary 

the  Treasury,  relative  to  application  of  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  & 

.  as  to  ownership  of  buildings  in  Alaska. 

)2.  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  dated  December  12, 
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1872,  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe,Treasur3',  reporting  as  to  number  of  seal- 
skins brought  into  port,  &e. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  December  23,  1872,  to  the  collector 
•of  customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  the  prevention  of  smuggling  in  his  dis- 
trict 

1873. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  May  20, 1873,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  reporting  importation  of  bitters,  and  asking  for  instruc- 
tions. 

93.  Report  of  Samuel  Falconer,  assistant  special  agent,  May  27, 1873, 
as  regards  fur-seals  on  Saint  George  Island. 

Letter  of  H.  T.  Whitford,  dated  Sitka,  May  27, 1873,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  seizure  of  scarlet  cloth. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  June  10, 1873,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  importation  of  goods  of  Indians;  inclosing 
letter  of  Major  J.  Stewart,  United  States  Army. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  June  16,  1873,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  receiving 
supplies  of  liquors. 

94.  Certificate  of  Captain  Bryant,  June  2,  1873,  as  to  shipment  of 
3,906  seal-skins.         •  ^ 

Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  June  30, 1873,  to 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  six  months'  interest  on  bonds. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  2, 1873,  to  collector  of  customs, 
Sitka,  relative  to  detention  of  Hostetter's  bitters. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  2, 1873,  to  collector  of  customs, 
Sitka,  relative  to  importation  of  blankets. 

95.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  dated  July  14, 1873,  as  to 
shipment  of  32,076  skins. 

96.  Letter  of  N.  L.  Jeffries,  July  21, 1873,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury, 
relative  to  buildings  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  25, 1873,  to  collector  of  customs, 
Sitka,  relative  to  olBcers  of  the  Army  keeping  whisky. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  25, 1873,  to  the  president  of 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  transmitting  draft  for  $1,650. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  25, 1873,  to  United  States  Treas- 
urer, calling  for  draft  for  interest  on  bonds  of  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany. 

97.  Beport  of  Samuel  Falconer,  August  1, 1873,  on  fur-seals  in  Saint 
•George  Island. 

Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  August  2, 1873, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  acknowledging  receipt  of  interest,  $1,650. 

Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  August  20, 1873,  as  to  the  ship- 
ment of  21,000  skins. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  16, 1873,  to  the  Attorney- 
General,  requesting  opinion  as  to  ownership  of  buildings  in  Alaska. 

Lettet  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  September  15, 1873,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Treasury,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  alcohol  for  drug  pur- 
poses. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  September  19, 1873,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Treasury,  relative  to  instructions  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
liquor  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Attorney -General,  September  27, 1873,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  giving  opinion  relative  to  the  title  of  certain  buildings  in 
Alaska,  adverse  to  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co. 
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[)8.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  September  30, 1873,  to  the  Secre- 
y  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  fur-seals  and  fur-islands. 
^9.  Special  report  of  Special  Agent  Henry  W.  Elliott,  dated  October 
1 1873,  on  the  Seal  Islands. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  October  13, 1873,  to  the  Presi- 
Qt  of  the  United  States,  inclosing  for  approval  a  communication  rei- 
ve to  the  introduction  of  liquor  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  13,  1873,  to  collector  of  cus- 
ns,  Sitka,  authorizing  the  withdrawal  of  alcohol  for  medical  pur- 
ses. 

LOO.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  14, 1873,  to  Secretary  of 
ar,  relative  to  jurisdiction  over  Territory  of  Alaska. 
Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  October  22,   1873,  to  Secretary  of  Treas- 
[T,  asking  for  copies  of  certain  papers,  relative  to  prohibiting  the  in- 
duction of  liquor  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  October  28, 1873,  to  Secretary  of 
easary,  recommending  the  establishment  of  a  bonded  warehouse  at 
ctoria.  ' 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  29,  1873,  to  Secretary  of 
ar,  transmitting  certain  papers. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Portland,  Oreg.,  October  30,  1873,  to 
eretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  shipment  of  liquor  to  Alaska. 
Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  13,  .1873,  to  Secretary  of 
ar,  transmitting  letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Portland,  Oreg.,  rei- 
ve to  importation  of  liquors  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  November  18,  1873,  to  Secretary  of 
easury,  relative  to  introduction  of  liquors  into  Alaska.  States  that 
aska  is  an  Indian  country. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  November  19, 1873,  to 
cretary  of  Treasury,  transmitting  inspector's  return  of  cargo  of  seal- 
ns  per  Cyane,  and  certificate  of  deposit  of  the  Alaska  Commer- 
\  Company  for  $14,366.50. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  20,  1873,  to  collector  of 
stoms,  Port  Townsend,  San  Francisco,  Astoria,  andJEmpire  City,  Oreg., 
ative  to  the  admission  of  spirituous  liquors  into  Alaska. 
Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  20, 1873,  to  collector  of 
Btoms,  Sitka,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  liquors  into  Alaska. 
Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  20,  1873,  to  collector  of 
items,  Portland,  Oreg.,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  liquors  into 
aska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  21,  1873,  to  the  Secre- 
cy of  War,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  liquors  into  Alaska,  under 
ntrol  of  the  War  Department. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  22,  1873,  to  collector  of 
stoms,  Sitka,  refusing  application  for  establishment  of  a  bonded 
irehouse. 

Letter  of  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A.,  November  22, 1873,  to  the  com- 
inding-general  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  relative  to  the 
:rodnction  of  liquors  into  Alaska. 

101.  Eeport  of  Special  Agent  Charles  Bryant,  December  4, 1873,  to 
B  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  affairs  at  the  Seal  Islands. 

1874. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  January  3,  1874,  to  Secretary 
Treasury,  asking  for  instructions  relative  to  the  introduction  of 
[uors  into  Alaska. 
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102.  Letter  of  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  for  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  January  15, 1874,  relative  to  seal-oil. 

103.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  19,"  1874,  to  the  Solici- 
tor of  Treasury,  relative  to  tax  on  seal-oil. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  February  13, 1874,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  relative  t^  the  introduction  of  liquors  into  Alaska. 

104.  Letter  of  Solicitor  of  Treasury,  February  4, 1874,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  tax  on  seal-oil. 

105.  Beport  of  Special  Agent  Charles  Bryant,  February  15, 1874,  to 
.the  Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  seal-oil. 

106.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  February  16,  1874,  to  H.  M. 
Hutchinson,  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  relative  to  the  taking  of 
seal-oil. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  February  26, 1874,  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  distilled  spirits  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  5, 1874,  to  the  collector  of 
customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  spirits  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  10, 1874,  to  N.  L. 
Jeffries,  transmitting  twelve  copies  of  lease  of  the  Seal  Islands. 

107.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  13, 1874,  to  H.  M.  Hutch- 
inson, relative  to  tax  on  seal-oil. 

108.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  13,  1874,  to  Special 
Agent  Biyant,  relative  to  the  amount  collected  of  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company  for  seal-oil. 

109.  Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  March  18, 1874,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  seal-oil.  • 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  18,  1874,  to  Special  Agent 
Bryant,  forwarding  two  gauging-rods. 

110.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  20, 1874,  to  H.  M.  Hutch- 
inson, relative  to  taking  seal-oil. 

111.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  20, 1874,  to  Special  Agent 
Bryant,  relative  to  taking  seal-oil  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

112.  Letter  of  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  March  21, 1874,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  relative  to  modification  of  tax  on  seal-oil. 

Letter  of  acting  chief  clerk  Treasury  Department,  May  24, 1874,  to 
private  secretary  of  President  of  United  States,  relative  to  approval 
of  bill  relative  to  the  killing  of  seals  in  Alaska. 

113.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  24, 1874,  to  H.  M.  Hatch- 
inson,  relative  to  tax  on  seal-oil. 

114.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  26, 1874,  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  transmitting  agreement  with  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  relative  to  killing  seals. 

115.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  26, 1874,  to  Special  Agent 
Bryant,  relative  to  taking  seals  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Telegram  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  April  11,  1874,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  seals  taken  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Creorge 
and  Saint  Paul. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  3, 1874,  to  Special  Agent 
Bryant,  relative  to  instructions  forwarded  on  the  25th  of  March,  1874. 

Telegram  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  April  15, 1874,  to 
Secretary  of  Treasury,  instructions  relative  to  the  Seal  Islands  received. 

116.  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  April  16, 1874,  to 
Secretary  of  Treasury,  relative  to  killing  of  seals. 

Letter  of  Commissioner  of  Customs,  April  25^  1874,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  calling  attention  to  a  balance  of  $29,529.17  in  the  hands 
of  the  collector  of  customs,  New  York,  on  account  Of  seal-skins. 
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letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  27,  1874,  to  collector 

mstoms.  New  York,  for  report  relative  to  balance  of  $29,629.17. 

etter  of  collector  of  easterns.  New  York,  April  28,  1874,  to  the  Sec- 

iry  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  balance  of  $29,529.17. 

etter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  30,  1874,  to  the  Commissioner 

Customs,  inclosing  vouchers,  &c.,  in  regard  to  sale  of  skins. 

etter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  30, 1874,  to  the  collector  of 

:oms,  New  York,  authorizing  him  to  deposit  $29,529.17  to  the  credit 

Jnited  States  Treasurer. 

L7.  Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  4,  1874,  to  Special 

iut  H.  W.  Elliott,  relative  to  visiting  Alaska. 

18.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  7, 1874,  to  the  Secretary  of 

Navy,  relative  to  Lieutenant  Maynard  accompanying  Mr.  Elliott  to 

ska. 

L9.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  7,  1874,  to  Special  Agent 

ant,  authorized  to  afford  facilities  to  Mr.  Elliott  and  Lieutenant  May- 

1. 

50.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  7,  1874,  to  H.  M.  Hutchin- 

relative  to  examination  of  books  and  papers  of  company  by  Mr. 
ott. 

Jl.  Letter  of  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  May  8, 1874,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
isury,  relative  to  the  examination  of  the  business  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
cial  Company. 

J2.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  9, 1874,  to  H.  M.  Hutchin- 
relative  to  contract  between  Secretary  of  Treasury  and  the  Alaska 
imercial  Company. ' 

J3.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Navy,  May  11,   1874,  to  Secretary  of 
isury,  inclosing  copy  of  instructions  to  Lieutenant  Maynard. 
14.  Letter  of  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  May  11, 1874,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  relative  to  forwarding  notification  regarding  the  killing 
eals  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

ertiftcate  of  Samuel  Falconer,  July  12,  1874,  as  to  the  shipment  of 
0  skins. 

ertificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  May  14, 1874,  as  to  the  shipment 
56  skins. 

ertificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  May  14, 1874,  as  to  shipment  of 
skins. 

eneral  Order  of  War  Department,  May  16, 1874,  relative  to  the  im- 
ation  of  liquor  into  Alaska. 

Btter  of  chief  clerk  War  Department,  June  3,  1874,  to  Secretary  of 
isury,  inclosing  50  copies  of  General  Order  40. 
Btter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  6, 1874,  to  collectors, 

Francisco;  Portland,  Oreg.;  Astoria,  Empire  City,  Port  Town- 
1,  and  Sitka,  inclosing  copies  of  Order  of  War  Department  No.  40. 
etter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  June  11,  1874,  to  Sec- 
ry  of  Treasury,  transmitting  inspector's  return  of  seal-skins  per 
ne  and  certificate  of  deposit. 

eneral  Order  No.  57  of  War  Department,  June  15,  1874,  amending 
eral  Order  No.  40. 

etter  of  Secretary  of  War,  June  18, 1874,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury, 
osing  50  copies  of  General  Order  No.  57. 

etter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  19,  1874,  to  the  Secretary  of 
r,  relative  to  application  of  C.  P.  Fish,  of  the  Signal  Service,  taking 
illons  of  alcohol  to  Alaska. 

etter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  20,  1874,  to  collector  San  Fran- 
o,  relative  to  two  lots  of  seal-skins. 

H.  Ex.  83 2  ^  T 
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Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  20, 1874,  to  collectors, 
San    Francisco;    Portland,  Oreg.;    Port  Townsend,  Astoria,  Empire* 
City,  and  Sitka,  transmitting  copies  of  General  Order  of  War  Depart- 
ment No.  57. 

Letter  of  vice-president  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  June  20, 1874, 
to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  calling  for  interest  on  deposited  bonds. 

125.  Letter  of  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  June  20, 1874,  to  Secretary  of  Treas- 
ury, inclosing  papers  relative  to  examination  of  affairs  of  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  30,  1874,  to  the  United  States 
Treasurer,  for  interest-draft  due  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  2, 1874,  to  the  vice-president 
of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  inclosing  coin-draft  for  $1,650. 

Letter  of  United  States  Treasurer,  July  2, 1874,  to  Secretary  of  Treas- 
ury, inclosing  check  for  $1,650. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  July  6, 1874,  to  Secre- 
tary of  Treasury,  relative  to  skins  per  Cyane. 

Letter  of  chief  clerk  War  Department,  July  8, 1874,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  landing  5  gallons  of  alcohol  in  Alaska  by 
C.  P.  Fish,  United  States  Signal  Service. 

Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  9, 1874,  to  collector  of 
customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  application  of  W.  K.  Lear  to  establish  a 
warehouse  in  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Acting  .Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  9, 1874,  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  allowing  shipment  of  alcohol  to  Alaska  by 
C.  P.  Fish. 

•  Petition  of  citizens  of  Alaska,  July  10, 1874,  addressed  to  collector  of 
customs,  Sitka,  relative  to  port  of  Wraugel. 

126.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  July  10,  1874,  relative  to 
40,000  seal-skins. 

Letter  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  July  13, 1874,  to  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  acknowledging  receipt  of  $1,650. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  12,  1874,  to  Secretary  of 
State,  transmitting  petition  of  citizens  of  Wraugel. 

127.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  relative  to  ihipment  of  skins 
to  San  Francisco. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  State,  August  17, 1874,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  relative  to  a  custom-house  at  Wraugel. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  29, 1874,  to  the  collector  of 
customs,  Wraugel,  relative  to  port  of  entry  on  the  Stikine  Eiver. 

(See  126.)  Affidavit  of  B.  G.  Mclntyre,  agent  of  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  dated  September  10, 1874,  relative  to  the  illegal  killing  of 
seals  in  Alaska. 

Telegram  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  September  12, 1874,  to  collectors 
of  customs  at  Sitka,  and  Portland,  Oreg.,  authorizing  them  to  expend 
$25Q  in  visiting  Eodiack,  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  State,  October  1, 1874,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  relative  to  regulations  for  collecting  customs  at  Stikine  fiiver, 
Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  6, 1874,  to  collector  of  cus- 
toms, Sitka,  relative  to  commerce  on  Stikine  Eiver. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  26, 1874,  to  collector  of  cus- 
toms, San  Francisco,  transmitting  seal  for  custom-house  at  Wraugel, 
Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  26, 1874,  to  collector  of  cus- 
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IS,  Sitka,  advising  him  of  transmission  of  an  official  seal  for  Wrangel, 
iska.  , 

28.  Letter  of  ix)llector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  November  16, 1874, 
^he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  certificate  of  deposit  for 
11,822,  tax  on  skins. 

jetter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated  December 
1874,  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  applying  for  interest  on  deposited 
ids. 

29.  (See  llOJ.)  Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  30,  1874, 
the  First  Comptroller  of  Treasury,  transmitting  agreement  with 
Lska  Commercial  Company,  for  files  of  office. 

1875. 

iCtter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  12, 1875,  to  the  Alaska  Com- 
rcial  Company,  transmitting  draft  for  $1,650,  interest  on  deposited 
ids. 

30.  Report  of  Assistant  Special  Agent  W.  J.  Mclntyre,  March  15, 
5,  relative  to  killing  seals. 

.etter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  21,  1875,  to  George  Marston, 

idown,  N.  Y.,  authorizing  him  to  report  to  Captain  Bryant,  Alaska, 

duty. 

letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  21,  1875,  to  Special  Agent 

irles  Bryant,  inclosing  appointment  of  George  Marston  as  assistant 

nt  of  Treasury  Department. 

31.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  May  12,  1875,  on  the  Seal 
mds,  with  copies  of  two  certificates  of  seal-skins  shipped  to  San  Fran- 
o. 

32.  Report  of  William  J.  Mclntyre,  May  20, 1875,  on  the  Seal  Islands. 

33.  Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  May  26, 1875,  to  the  Secretary 
he  TreJisury,  relative  to  killing  seals. 

34.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  May  28,  1875,  on  the  Seal 
.nds. 

etter  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  June  18,  1875,  to  the  Secre- 
7  of  the  Treasury,  applying  for  interest  on  bonds. 

35.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  June  23,  1875,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury,  relative  to  selling  of  rifles,  &c.,  in  Sitka,  by  the  Alaska 

Qmercial  Company. 

ircnlar  of  Treasury  Department,  July  3,  1875,  to  collectors  of  cus- 

s,  relative  to  the  importation  of  fire-arms  into  Alaska. 

letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  3,  1875,  to  United  States 

asurer,  calling  for  coin  draft  for  $1,650  for  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 

y- 

letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  8,  1875,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
>ska  Commercial  Company,  inclosing  draft  for  $1,650,  interest  on 
ds. 

36.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  July  8, 1875,  as  to  the  ship- 
it  of  39,036  seal-skins. 

letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  10, 1875,  inclosing  to  the  Secre- 
r  of  War  a  circular  of  the  Treasury  Department  relative  to  the  im- 
tation  of  arms  into  Alaska. 

letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  July  10,  1875,  to  col- 
ors, San  Francisco,  New  York,  and  Sitka,  inclosing  copy  of  above 
;ular. 

iCtter  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  July  16, 1875,  to  the  Seo- 
iry  of  the  Treasury,  acknowledging  receipt  of  interest  on  bonds. 
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Letter  of  Acting  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  17,  1876,  to  Special 
Agent  W.  J.  Mclntyre,  inclosing  certain  papers  called  for. 

137.  General  Orders,  No.  72,  of  the  War  Department,  July  20,  1875, 
promulgating  circular  of  the  Treasury  Department,  relative  to  the  im- 
portation of  arms  into  Alaska. 

138.  Certificate  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  August  7, 1875,  as  to  ship- 
ment of  seal-skins. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  Sitka,  August  31,  1875,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  breech-loading  arms 
into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  September  21,  1875,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  inspector  return  of  cargo 
of  furs. 

Letter  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  October  9, 1875,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  relative  to  delay  in  making  his  report. 

139.  Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  October  16, 1875,  to  the  Secretary 
of  Treasury,  inclosing  report  of  General  O.  O.  Howard  on  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  22,  1 875,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  acknowledging  receipt  of  report  of  General  O.  O.  Howard. 

140.  Eeport  of  Special  Agent  Chas,  Bryant,  October  11,  1875,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Seal  Islands^. 
Inclosing  report  of  Samuel  Falconer. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  October  13, 1875,  to  Secretary  of  War, 
inclosing  copy  of  letter  from  collector,  Sitka. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  War,  October  18,  1875,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  relative  to  the  importation  of  arms  into  Alaska. 

Letter  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  October  29,  1875,  to  the  collector 
of  customs,  San  Francisco,  inclosing  letter  from  military  officer  at  Sitka 
for  report. 

Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  November  10,  1875,  to 
Secretary  of  Treasury,  transmitting  inspector's  return  of  cargo  of 
Cyane. 

141.  Letter  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  December  8,  1875, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  alleged  unlawful  ship- 
ment of  arms  and  liquors  into  Alaska  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany. 

Letter  of  president  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated  December 
14,  1875,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  calling  for  interest  on  bonds. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  December  30,  1875,  to  the 
United  States  Treasurer,  calling  for  draft  for  $1,650,  interest  on  bonds 
of  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

1876. 

Letter  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  3,  1876,  to  the 
president  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  inclosing  draft  for 
$1,G50,  interest  on  bonds. 

142.  Report  (printed)  of  Special  Agent  H.  W.  Elliott,  dated  November 
16,  1874,  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  condition  of 
ali'airs  in  the  Territ<iry  of  Alaska. 

143.  Eeport  of  Special  Agent  J.  S.  Moore,  of  New  York,  on  Alaska. 
Accompanying  tl^e  report  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Moore,  are  numerous  statements 
of  account  and  other  papers,  marked  respectively,  **A,'^  "B,"  "C,'^  "D," 
and  '*E,"  which  are  not  transmitted  herewith. 

;  Report  marked  "A'-  is  a  lease  of  the  Reliring  Copper  Islands  from 
Russia  to  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  dated  February  18,  187L 
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Paper  marked  "B''  contains  sundry  returns  of  number  and  weight  of 

us. 

Paper  marked  "C  is  a  copy  of  an  agreement,  dated  March  25,  1874, 

responding  to  No.  IIOJ  on  this  list. 

Paper  marked  "  D"  is  a  protest  on  the  part  of  certain  merchants  in 

fi  Francisco,  dated  July  9,  1875. 

Paper  marked  <'  E,"  statements  of  accounts  due  to  natives. 


No.  1. 

>y  of  1^4i8e  from  the  United  States  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
of  the  right  to  take  fur-seals  in  Alaska.    Delivered  August  31,  1870. 

is  indenture,  in  duplicate,  made  this  third  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
ighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  by  and  between  William  A.  Bichard- 
on.  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Con- 
[ress  approved  July  1,  1870,  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent  the  extermi- 
lation  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,"  and  the  Alaska  Commercial 
'ompany,  a  corporation  duly  established  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
if  California,  acting  by  John  F.  Miller,  its  president  and  agent,  in 
ccordance  with  a  resolution  of  said  corporation,  duly  adopted  at  a 
ueetiug  of  its  board  of  trustees  held  January  31, 1870,  witnesseth  : 

?hat  the  said  Secretary  hereby  leases  to  the  said  Alaska  Commercial 
npany,  without  power  of  transfer,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from 
first  day  of  May,  1870,  the  right  to  engage  in  the  business  of  taking 
seals  on  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul,  within  the  Terri- 
)^  of  Alaska,  and  to  send  a  vessel  or  vessels  to  said  islands  for  the 
ns  of  such  seals. 

Lnd  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  in  consideration  of  their 
ht  under  this  lease,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  for  each  year 
ing  said  term,  and  in  proportion  during  any  part  thereof,  the  sum  of 
y-five  thousand  dollars  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in 
ordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  to  be  made  for  this 
'pose  under  said  act,  which  payment  shall  be  secured  by  deposit  of 
ited  States  bonds  to  that  amount ;  and  also  covenant  and  agree  to 
J  aunually  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  under  said  rules 
i  regulations,  a  revenue  tax  or  duty  of  two  dollars  upon  each  fur-seal 
n  taken  and  shipped  by  them,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
act  aforesaid  ;  and  also  the  sum  of  sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  for 
h  fur-seal  skin  taken  and  shipped,  and  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon  for 
;h  gallon  of  oil  obtained  from  said  seals  for  sale  on  said  islands  or 
3where,  and  sold  by  said  company.  And  also  covenant  and  agree,  in 
ordance  with  said  rules  and  regulations,  to  furnish,  free  of  charge, 
I  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  annually, 
ring  said  term,  twenty-five  thousand  dried  salmon,  sixty  cords  fire- 
od,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  barrels  for 
^serving  the  necessary  supply  of  meat. 

Ind  the  said  lessees  also  hereby  covenant  and  agree,  during  the  term 
resaid,  to  maintain  a  school  on  each  island  in  accordance  with  said 
es  and  regulations,  and  suitable  for  the  education  of  the  natives  of 
d  islands,  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  eight  months  in  each  year. 
Ind  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  not  to  kill  upon  sa\d 
ind  of  Saint  Paul  more  than  seventy-five  thousand  fur-seals,  and  upon 
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the  island  of  Saint  Oeorge  not  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  fur-seals 
per  annum;  not  to  kill  any  fur- seal  upon  the  islands  aforesaid  in  any 
other  month  except  the  months  of  June,  July,  September,  and  October 
of  each  year ;  not  to  kill  such  seals  at  any  time  by  the  use  of  fire-arms 
or  other  means  tending  to  drive  the  seals  from  said  islands;  not  to  kill 
any  female  seal  or  any  seal  less  than  one  year  old ;  not  to  kill  any  seal 
in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said  islands  or  on  the  beaches,  cliffs,  or  rocks 
where  they  haul  up  from  the  sea  to  remain. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  to  abide  by  any  restric 
tion  or  limitation  upon  the  right  to  kill  seals  under  this  lease  that  the 
act  prescribes  or  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  judge  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  such  seals. 

And  the  said  lessees  hereby  agree  that  they  will  not  in  any  way  sell, 
transfer,  or  assign  this  lease,  and  that  any  transfer,  sale,  or  assignment 
of  the  same  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  to  furnish  to  the 
several  masters  of  the  vessels  employed  by  them  certified  copies  of  this 
lease,  to  be  presented  to  the  Government  revenue  officers  for  the  time 
being  in  charge  of  said  islands,  as  the  authority  of  said  lessees  for  the 
landing  and  taking  said  skins. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  they,  or  their 
agents,  shall  not  keep,  sell,  furnish,  give,  or  dispose  of  any  distilled 
spirits  or  spirituous  liquors  on  either  of  said  islands,  to  any  of  the  natives 
thereof,  such  person  not  being  a  physician  and  furnishing  the  same 
for  use  as  medicine. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  this  lease  is 
accepted  subject  to  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  which  shall  at  any 
time  or  times  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
collection  and  payment  of  the  rentals  herein  agreed  to  be  paid  by  said 
lessees ;  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  education,  and  protection  Qf  the 
natives  of  said  islands,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  all  the  provisions  of 
the  act  aforesaid,  and  will  abide  by  and  conform  to  said  rules  and  i^egu- 
lations. 

And  the  said  lessees,  accepting  this  lease  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
provisipns  of  the  afores<aid  act  of  Congress,  further  covenant  and  agree 
that  they  will  iiilfill  all  the  provisions,  requirements,  and  limitations  of 
said  act,  whether  herein  specifically  set  out  or  not. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  aforesaid  have  hereunto  set  their  hands 
and  seals  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICHAEDSON,  [SEAL.] 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  COMPANY,     [SEAL.] 
By  Jno.  F.  Miller,  President. 

Executed  in  presence  of— 
J.  H.  Saville. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  printed  copy  of  the  lease  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  of  the  right  to  take  fur-seals 
in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  has  been  compared  with  the  original  on  file 
in  this  Department,  and  is  a  true  copy  thereof. 

J.  H.  SAVILLE, 
Chief  Clerk  Treasury  Department 

•Washington,  D.  C,  /September  3, 1870. 
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No.  2. 

August  3, 1870. 
3iR :  On  behalf  of  Hatchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  Williams,  Haven  & 
.,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  collector  of  the  port  of  San 
ancisco  be  in^rncted  to  deliver  to  said  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and 
illiams,  Haven  &  Co.,  the  fur-seal  skins  now  in  the  custody  of  said  col- 
tor. 

Said  seal-skins  were  shipped  recently  from  Alaska  by  said  Hutchin- 
1,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  Williams,  Haven  &  Co.,  per  steamer  Alexander.  I 
pectftilly  request  that  the  collector  be  instructed  by  telegraph  to  de- 
er said  skins  to  said  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  an4  Williams,  Haven 
Do.,  by  said  collector,  on  the  payment  of  the  tax  of  one  dollar  per 
n  by  said  owners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney  for  Hutchinson^  Kohl  cfc  Co., 

and  Willianis,  Haven  &  Co. 
Ion.  \t^M.  A.  Richardson, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  3. 

WASHiNaTON,  D.  C,  August  4, 1870. 
liB :  As  there  remain  but  two  months  of  the  present  season  during 
ich  fur-seals  may  be  lawfully  killed  for  their  skins  in  Alaska,  viz, 
)tember  and  October,  and  as  it  requires  all  the  intervening  time  for 
I  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  reach  the  seal-islands  and  be  pre- 
ed  to  commence  business  by  the  first  proximo,  and  more  than  two 
3ks  will  be  required  to  transmit  the  company's  bond  to  San  Francisco 
I  return  it  here,  with  the  signatures  of  the  sureties  who  reside  there, 
ave  the  honor  to  request — 

^rst.  That  a  special  permit  be  issued  to  the  Alaska  Commercial 
npany  to  proceed  to  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  in 
iska,  with  a  vessel  or  vessels,  and  supplies,  and  authority  to  engage 
md  proceed  with  its  business  on  said  islands. 

iecond.  As  two  months,  June  and  July,  have  already  expired,  and  as 
ronid  endanger  the  preservation  of  the  seal-fisheries  to  kill  100,000 
Is  in  September  and  October,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the 
Tetary  of  the  Treasury  fix  the  number  of  seal-skins  to  be  taken  this 
son,  at,  say,  50,000,  or  not  to  exceed  that  number,  and  adjust  the 
tal  for  this  year  in  accordance  therewith. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  AUiska  Commercial  Company. 
Ion.  William  A.  Riohabdson, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  4. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  6,  1870. 
liR :  On  behalf  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  I  have  the 
ior  to  request  that  permission  be  given  it  to  send  a  vessel  or  vessels 
[)nce  to  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  in  Alaska,  with 
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sach  sapplies,  stores,  and  other  necessaries  as  are  requisite,  with  aathor 
ity  to  land  the  same,  and  proceed  with  its  business  of  taking  far-seals 
at  said  islands,  in  conformity  with  law  and  the  terms  of  the  lease  of 
said  privilege. 

I  make  this  application  for  the  reason  that  unless  this  authority  be 

given  immediately  the  company  will  not  be  able  to  reach  said  islands  in 

time  to  commence  business  by  the  1st  proximo,  and  the  law  permits  no 

fur-seals  to  be  taken  this  season  except  during  September  and  October. 

Very  respectfully, 

THE  ALASKA  COM.  CO., 
By  N.  L.  JEFFRIES, 

Its  Attorney. 
Hon.  William  A.  Richardson,  • 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


^0.6. 


Treasury  Department, 
WasUngtony  D.  C,  August  8,  1870. 
Sir:  Application  has  been  made  to  me  by  !N7  L.  Jeffries,  esq.,  attor- 
ney for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  for  permission  to  send  a  vessel 
or  vessels  to  the  seal-islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  with  sup- 
plies, stores,  &c.,  and  to  bring  back  such  seal-skins  as  may  be  caught 
on  the  islands,  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 1870,  and  the 
lease  executed  by  and  with  said  company. 

1  inclose  herewith  three  copies  of  the  act  referred  to,  one  of  which 
you  will  forward  to  the  United  States  agent  stationed  at  Saint  George's 
Island,  and  another  to  the  agent  at  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  retaining 
the  other  for  the  use  of  your  office. 

Authority  to  said  company  is  hereby  given  for  a  vessel  or  vessels  to 
proceed  from  your  port  to  the  islands  before  mentioned,  with  such  sup- 
plies as  may  be  proper,  to  engage  in  the  business  of  bringing  away  fur- 
seal  skins,  and  in  advance  of  the  delivery  of  copies  of  the  lease  required 
by  the  4th  section  of  said  act. 

Before  the  return  of  said  vessel  or  vessels  to  your  port,  further  in- 
structions will  be  given  you  in  the  premises. 

You  will  furnish  said  company  with  a  copy  of  this  letter,  to  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  Treasury  agents  at  the  islands,  as  their  authority  for 
taking  the  vessels  up  there. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
T.  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  Collector^ 

San  Francisco^  Cal. 


No.  6. 


WASHmaTON,  August  9, 1870. 
To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

The  undersigned,  as  the  attorney  of  Louis  Goldstone,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, California,  and  on  his  behalf,  respectfully  protests  against  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  awarding  the  lease  of  the  right 
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to  take  fur-seals  od  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska, 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1870,  to  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Companj-,  on  the  bid  of  the  said  Goldstone;  he,  the  said  Gold- 
stone,  being  lawfully  and  properly  entitled  to  said  lease  on  his  said  bid. 
And  for  divers  other  good  and  sufficient  causes. 

JOS.  W.  McCORKLE, 

Attorney  for  Qoldstotie, 


No.  7. 


Office  op  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co., 
No.  425  Sacbamento  Street, 

iSan  PrariciscOj  August  16, 1870. 

Sib  :  Under  the  act  approved  July  27, 1868,  and  President's  procla- 
mation of  .the  4th  of  February,  1870,  together  with  accompanying 
instructions  of  the  Treasury  Department,  dated  February  7,  1870,  we 
are  prohibited  from  landing  arms  and  ammunition  on  the  islands  of 
Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

As  under  the  recent  orders  from  the  War  Department  all  military 
forces  are  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  islands,  and  ad  we  are  expected 
under  the  lease  to  provide  for  our  own  defense,  it  is  highly  important  to 
us,  and  only  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  proper  authorities,  that  the 
regulations  should  be  so  modified  as  to  allow  the  landing,  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  island,  of  a  small  consignment 
of  arms  and  ammunition.  Not  only  are  these  arms  necessary  for  protec- 
tion against  marauders  who  may,  at  any  time,  descend  upon  the  islands 
if  left  without  means  of  defense,  but  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
chiefly  early  in  the  spring,  before  the  arrival  of  the  seals,  small  quan- 
tities of  game,  such  as  ducks  and  snipe,  may  be  killed  with  fire-arms. 
But  it  should  be  understood  that  the  guns  are  not  intended  in  any 
manner  to  be  used  in  killing  seals,  and  are  at  all  times  to  be  under 
control  of  the  officers  of  the  Government. 

We  desire  you,  therefore,  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  endeavor  to  have  the  restriction  in  question  so  modified 
as  to  allow  us  to  make  the  shipment  in  question.  If  successful,  you 
will  please  induce  the  Department  to  telegraph  to  collector  of  customs, 
at  this  port,  at  our  expense,  as  our  steamer,  <<  Alexander,"  is  expected 
to  sail  for  the  islands  on  the  28th  instant. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

THE  ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  CO., 

H.  H.  MolNTYBB,  AgU 

N.  L.  Jeffries,  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Lawy 

Washinqton^  D.  0. 


No.  8. 

August  17,  1870. 

Sir:  On  behalf  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  Williams,  Havens  & 

Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  permission  to  pay 

the  tax  due  the  United  States  on  the  fur-seal  skins  now  in  the  custody 

of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
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to  snch  officer  or  depositary  as  yoa  may  designate,  instead  of  making 
such  payment  in  California. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney  for  Hutchinsonj  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  Williams  &  Haven. 
Hon.  William  A.  Riohaedson, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  9. 


Offiob  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co., 

No.  425  SAOEA.MBNTO  STREET, 

San  Francisco^  August  19,  1870. 

Dear  Sib  :  We  were  surprised  on  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  the 
18th  instant,  asking  us  to  furnish  you  the  facts  relative  to  the  fox-skins 
from  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  as  we  had  no  reason  tb 
suppose  that  any  question  could  be  raised  concerning  our  unrestricted 
right  to  ship  fox-skins  from  the  islands  at  any  time ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
were  led  to  believe  by  the  action  of  the  Department  that  we  were  justi- 
fied in  purchasing  and  shipping  frotn  Alaska,  under  the  same  conditions 
as  any  other  goods  are  purchased  and  shipped,  any  furs  except  seal- 
skins. 

The  facts  appear  as  follows:  On  the  3d  of  March,  1869,  the  joint  res- 
olution was  approved  making  the  islands  a  Government  reservation, 
and  soon  after  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  subsequently,  in 
July,  1869,  the  present  Secretary,  permitted  us  to  take  supplies  to  the 
islands  for  the  sustenance  of  the  natives  pending  the  action  of  Congress 
for  their  relief;  but  the  Department  could  not  have  entertained  the  idea 
that  we  were  to  support  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  unpaid  for  an 
indefinite  length  of  time,  and  must  have  understood  that  we  were  to  re- 
ceive such  skins  as  might  be  taken,  under  the  law  and  the  instructions 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  by  the  natives. 

There  being  no  restriction  on  the  unlimited  killing  of  foxes,  we  took 
care  to  obtain  sis  many  of  these  animals  as  possible,  and,  at  the  time 
permission  was  obtained  to  bring  away  our  seal-skins,  said  nothing  about 
shipping  them,  for  the  reason  already  stated,  that  these  furs  were,  as 
we  bad  every  reason  to  believe,  included  under  the  same  commercial 
regulations  as  any  other  goods  of  ordinary  production. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  skins  at  this  port,  in  order  to  avoid  any  suspi- 
cion that  might  arise  on  the  part  of  the  customs  authorities  that  we 
were  discharging  seal-skins,  we  opened  the  cases  and  called  their  atten- 
tion expressly  to  the  fact  that  we  were  removing  only  fox-skins  from  the 
vessel,  and  never  for  a  moment  thinking  that  any  question  could  arise 
concerning  them.  But  the  seemingly  over-cautious  customs-officers, 
seizing  upon  the  technicalities  of  the  law  as  an  excuse  for  their  action, 
seized  also  lipon  our  skins,  and  now  hold  them  subject  to  the  decision 
of  the  Department. 

Concerning  the  course  the  Department  may  pursue,  we  have  no  fear 
that  its  decision  will  be  unfavorable  to  our  interests ;  but  we  must  pro- 
test against  this  apparently  unnecessary  annoyance  and  delay  which 
prevents  our  skins  from  reaching  London  in  time  for  the  September  sales, 
entailing  upon  us  the  additional  expense  of  storage,  attorney's  fees,  &a, 
as  well  as  subjecting  us  to  loss  on  account  of  the  detention.^ ^^,^ 
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We  desire  you  to  represent  the  matter  to  the  Department,  calling  atten- 
D  to  this  statement  of  facts,  and  reqaesting  early  action  in  the  prem- 

B. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

HUTCHINSON,  KOHL  &  CO., 
Per  McINTYKB. 
L  L.  Jeffries,  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law^ 

Washington^  2>.  C 


No.  10. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  August  22,  18.70. 
iiR :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  in  which  you 
aire  whether  wines  are  included  in  the  prohibition  levied  upon  the 
)ortation  of  spirituous  liquors  into  the  Territory  of  Alaska, 
rhile  the  regulations  of  the  Department,  issued  in  pursuance  of  law, 
>ly  in  terms  to  "  distilled  spirits,"  it  was,  and  is,  the  intention  to  have 
m  apply  to  intoxicating  drinks  of  all  kinds,  and  to  discourage,  so  far 
t  has  the  authority,  their  importation  or  transportation  to  that  Terri- 
j* 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  EICHAEDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
S^rLLiAM  Kapus,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Customs^  Sitka^  Alaska. 


No.  11. 


Office  of  Noah  L.  Jeffries, 
Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law, 
Corner  Fifteenth  and  F  Streets, 

Washington^  August  24, 1870. 
IR :  On  behalf  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  for  the  reasons 
Aid  in  the  inclosed  letter  of  the  company  of  the  14th  instant,  I  have 
honor  to  request  that  the  collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco, 
.,  be  instructed  by  telegraph,  at  the  expense  of  the  company,  to  per- 
th'e  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  ship  to  and  land  on  the  islands 
aiat  Paul  and  Saint  George,  in  Alaska,  a  few  fire-arms  and  a  small 
)UDt  of  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  L.  JEFFEIES, 
Attorney  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
[on.  William  A.  Richardson, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  12. 

Office  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
San  Francisco^  August  30, 1870. 
he  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska^ 
iiig  been  awarded  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  a  term  of 
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twenty  years,  the  following  rales  and  regulations  are  issued  for  the 
guidance  of  the  company's  agents  on  said  islands :' 

1.  Seals  may  be  killed  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  September, 
and  October,  only.  But  the  natives  may  kill  a  limited  number  of  youn^ 
seals,  for  food,  during  other  months. 

2.  Female  seals  will  under  no  circumstances  be  killed,  nor  will  any 
seals  be  killed  on  or  about  the  rookeries. 

3.  No  person  will  be  allowed  to  kill  any  seals  on  the  islands,  except 
as  authorized  by  the  company. 

4.  No  vessel,  other  than  those  of  the  company  or  Government,  will  be 
permitted  to  touch  at  the  islands  except  as  authorized  b>  the  company. 

6.  The  company  will  pay  the  natives,  as  heretofore,  forty  cents  per 
skin  for  such  number  of  skins  delivered  by  the  side  of  the  vessel,  for 
shipment,  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  authorize  to  be  killed,  furnish- 
ing all  material  necessary  to  preserving  the  same.  But  no  skin  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  four  years  old  will  be  received,  nor  will  any  cut  or 
damaged  skin  be  taken. 

6.  All  provisions  and  merchandise  required  by  the  natives  will  be  fur- 
nished them  from  the  company's  warehouses,  at  25  per  cent,  advance  cfn 
invoice-prices  in  San  Francisco. 

7.  Such  supplies  of  fuel,  oil,  and  salmon,  as  the  natives  mary  require, 
as  well  as  casks  and  salt  to  be  used  in  preserving  seal-meats,  will  be 
furnished  gratis. 

8.  Spirituous  liquors  will  under  no  circumstances  be  permitted  on  the 
islands,  and  the  preparation  of  fermented  liquors  by  the  natives  will  be 
discouraged  as  far  as  possible. 

9.  Fire-arms  will  be  used  on  the  islands  at  such  time  and  place  only  as 
the  oflBcer  of  the  Government  in  charge  may  designate,  but  never  in  kill- 
ing seal. 

10.  No  dogs  will  be  permitted  on  the  islands. 

11.  The  social  relations  of  the  natives  will  not  be  interfered  with. 

12.  Schools  will  be  maintained  eight  months  in  the  year,  four  hours 
per  day,  Sundays  and  holidays  excepted,  and  agents  and  teachers  will 
endeavor  to  secure  the  attendance  of  all  who  are  capable  of  learning. 

13.  Agents  will  at  all  times  treat  the  natives  kindly  and  endeavor  to 
preserve  the  most  amicable  relations  between  them  and  the  company ; 
and  will  instruct  them  as  far  as  practicable  in  household  economy  and 
the  principles  of  a  higher  condition  of  civilization. 

14.  Agents  in  charge  of  the  islands  will  transmit  to  this  office  detailed 
monthly  reports  of  the  condition  of  affairs  at  their  respective  stations. 

A  strict  compliance  with  the  foregoing,  and  such  rules  as  may  be 
hereafter  from  time  to  time  issued  from  this  office,  is  enjoined  upon 
agents  in  charge  of  the  islands,  and  any  willful  violation  of  the  same 
will  be  deemed  sufficient  cause  for  removal. 

JOHN  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
H.  H.  MqiNTYEE, 

General  Agent 
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No.  13. 

[Telegram.] 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  September  9,  1870. 

G.  Phelps,  Collector  of  Customs, 

San  Francisco,  Cat. 

Permission  ha«  beeu  granted  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to 
e  a  limited  supply  of  anus  and  ammunition  to  the  islands  of  Saint 
il  and  Saiyt  George,  Alaska.  Take  schedule  of  quantities;  direct 
jpany  to  furnish  copy  thereof  to  officers  of  the  islands,  and  instruct 
1  officers  to  see  that  the  same  are  not  used  for  improper  purposes. 

W.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 


No.  14. 


1.  W.  A.  Richardson  : 


September  9,  1870. 


"ou  were  kind  enough  to  suggest  that  you  would  procure  a  modifica- 
I  of  the  inclosed  executive  order,  so  as  to  permit  the  Alaska  Com- 
cial  Company  to  take  a  small  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  to 
at  Paul  and  Saint  George  Islands. 

inclose  a  dispatch  received  this  moment.  As  the  steamer  leaves  to- 
Tow,  and  the  President  will  return  this  evening,  I  hope  you  will 
ise  my  troubling  you  during  the  session  of  the  Cabinet, 
lut  as  the  company  will  not,  perhaps,  be  able  to  send  another  vessel 
fall,  I  am  very  anxious  to  have  a  telegram  sent  to  the  collector  at 
Francisco  this  afternoon,  authorizing  the  shipment  of  the  arms  and 
iiunition. 

Very  respectfully, 

N.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney,  &c.,  AlasJca  Commercial  Company. 


No.  15. 


Executive  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  9,  1870. 
0  much  of  executive  order  of  February  4,  1870,  as  prohibits  the  im- 
tation  and  use  of  firearms  and  ammunition  into  and  within  the 
nds  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  is  hereby  modified  so 
o  permit  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  take  a  limited  quantity 
irearms  and  ammunition  to  said  islands,  subject  to  the  directions  ot 
revenue  officers  there  and  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
asury  may  prescribe. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

President 
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No.  16. 

Teeasuey  Depaetment, 

Septemh^  10, 1870. 
The  following  executive  order,  relating  to  the  importation  of  arms 
into  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saiut  George,  within  the  district  of 
Alaska,  is  published  for  the  information  of  officers  of  the  customs: 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington^  JD.  C,  September  9, 1870. 
So  much  of  executive  order  of  February  4, 1870,  as  prohibits  the  im- 
portation and  use  of  fire-arms  and  ammunition  into  and  within  the 
islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  is  hereby  modified  so 
as  to  permit  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  take  a  limited  quantity 
of  fire-arms  and  ammunition  to  said  islands,  subject  to  the  directioD  of 
the  revenue-officers  there  and  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  prescribe. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

President 

The  instructions  issued  by  this  Department  in  its  circular  of  February 
8, 1870,  are  accordingly  modified  so  as  to  adjust  them  to  the  above  order. 

Revenue- officers  will,  however,  see  that  the  privilege  granted  to  the 
said  company  is  not  abused^  that  no  fire  arms  of  any  kind  are  ever  used 
by  said  company  in  the  killing  of  seals  or  other  fur-bearing  animals,  on 
or  near  said  islands  or  near  the  haunts  of  seals  or  sea-otters  in  the  dis- 
trict, nor  for  any  purpose  whatever,  during  the  mouths  of  June,  July, 
August,  September,  and  October  of  each  year,  nor  after  the  arrival  of 
seals  in  the  spring  or  before  their  departure  in  the  fall,  excepting  for 
necessary  protection  and  defense  against  marauders  or  public  enemies 
who  may  unlawfully  attempt  to  land  upon  the  islands.  In  all  other 
respects,  the  instructions  of  February  8, 1870,  will  remain  in  force. 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSOX, 

Acting  Secretwm. 


No.  17. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  September  13, 1870, 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  Treasury 
regulations  of  September  10,  1870,  under  executive  order  of  Septem- 
ber 9,  1870,  relative  to  the  importation  and  use  of  fire-arms  and  amma- 
uition  into  and  within  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
Alaska,  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary, 
Alanson  Hinman,  Esq., 

Collector^  Astoria^  Oreg. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  JD.  C,  September  13, 1870. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  Treasury 
regulations  of  September  10,  1870,  under  executive  order  of  Septeni- 
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'  9, 1870,  relative  to  the  importation  and  use  of  fire  arms  and  aniran- 
ion  into  and  within  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
^ka,  by  the  Alaska  Oommereial  Company. 
I  am,  very  respectfally. 


3ABVET  W.  Scott,  Esq., 

Collector^  Portland^  Oreg. 


WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary, 


Tebasuey  Dbpaetment, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  13,  1870. 
>m:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  Treasury 
ulations  of  September  10,  1870,  under  executive  order  of  Septem- 
9, 1870,  relative  to  the  importation  and  use  of  fire-arms  and  auimu- 
lon  into  and  within  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
iska,  by  the  Alaska  Conimercial  Company. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
L  S.  Drevt,  Esq., 

Collector^  Port  Totcnseridj  Wash. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  13,  1870. 
IR:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  Treasury 
alatious  of  September  10,  1870,  under  executive  order  of  Septera- 
9,  1870,  relative  to  the  importation  and  use  of  fire-arms  and  ammu- 
on  into  and  within  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
tska,  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
William  Kapus,  Esq., 

Collector  J  Sitka,  AUisJca. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  13,  1870. 
IR:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  Treasury 
alations  of  September  10,  1870,  under  executive  order  of  Septem- 
9,  1870,  relative  to  the  importation  and  use  of  fire-arms  and  ammu- 
on  into  and  within  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
ska,  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 


'.  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 

Collector,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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No.  18. 

Office  of  Noah  L.  Jeffries, 
Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law, 
Corner  of  Fifteenth  and  F  Streets, 

Wdshington^  September  17,  1870. 
Sir  :  The  Alta  California,  a  newspaper  pablished  in  San  Francisco, 
in  its  issue  of  the  8th  instant,  contains  an  advertisement  stating  that 
the  schooner  Mary  Zephyr  will  sail  for  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and 
Saint  George,  Alaska,  on  the  15th  instant. 

Up  to  this  time  there  has  been  no  official  notification  of  the  award  of 
lease  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  I  have  the  honor  io 
request  that  the  collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco  be  directed  to 
publish,  in  one  or  more  of  the  San  Francisco  journals,  an  official  an- 
nouncement of  the  fact  that  said  lease  has  been  awarded  to  said  com- 
pany, and  that  no  vessels  except  those  of  the  Government  and  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company  will  be  allowed,  under  any  circumstances, 
to  touch  or  land  at  either  pf  said  islands. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney  for  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson, 

Acting  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 


Mr.  James  : 

You  may  send  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  collector  of  San  Francisco,  and 
direct  him  to  give  the  notice  asked  for,  at  the  expense  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  first  obtaining  their  consent  to  pay  such  expense. 

W.  A.  RICHARDSON. 


No.  19. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washingtony  D.  0.,  September  19,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  17th  instant, 
from  N.  L.  Jeffries,  attorney  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
reciting  that  a  notice  recently  appeared  in  the  Alta  California  news- 
paper, published  in  your  city,  of  the  intended  sailing  of  the  schooner 
Mary  Zephyr  for  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

By  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1870,  entitled  "An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  sinimals  in  Alaska,"  it  is  providd 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  immediately  after  the  passage  of 
said  act,  shall  lease  to  proper  and  responsible  parties,  &c.,  &c.,  the  right 
to  engage  in  the  business  of  taking  fur-seals  on  the  islands  of  Saint 
Paul  and  Saint  George,  and  to  send  a  vessel  or  vessels  to  said  islands 
for  the  skins  of  such  seals,  &c.  * 

This  lease  has  been  awarded  to  the  company  above  named  for  the 
term  of  twenty  years,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed ;  and  the 
request  of  General  Jeffries  that  an  official  announcement  be  made  of 
the  award  of  said  lease,  and  that  no  vessels  except  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  said  company  will  be  allowed  to  touch  or  land  at  either  of 
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said  islands,  may  be  complied  with,'  and  you  will  please  cause  such 
notice  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  San  Francisco  newspapers, 
at  the  expense  of  said  company. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  EICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
T.  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 

Collector  of  CmtomSj  Sm  FranciscOj  Cat. 


No.  20. 


Custom- House,  San  Fbancisoo,  Cal., 

Coll€€tor^8  Office,  September  27,  1870. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  bark  Cyane  has  arrived 
at  this  port  from  Alaska,  having  on  board  47  fur-seal  skins.  The 
owners  of  these  skins,  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  inform  me  that 
they  were  procured  at  Kodiak  from  the  natives,  who  capture  the  seals 
as  they  go  to  and  from  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul. 
The  killing  of  fur-seal  within  the  Territory  of  Alaska  is  made  an  offense, 
punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  by  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of 
July  27, 1868,  unless  it  should  be  held  that  the  act  of  July  1,  1870, 
modifies  the  section  referred  to.  The  killing  of  the  fur-seal  at  any  place 
within  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  except  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and 
Saint  Paul,  is  still  prohibited  under  the  section  above  quoted.  It 
should  be  prohibited,  because  at  all  other  places  than  the  islands  they 
are  killed  without  regard  to  age  or  sex ;  besides,  the  tax  of  two  dollars 
per  skin  levied  by  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1870,  only  ap- 
])lies  to  skins  taken  at  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul,  and 
the  Government  will  therefore  lose  its  revenue  from  this  source  to  the 
extent  to  which  the  killing  outside  of  these  islands  is  allowed. 

I  respectfully  request  that  instructions  be  issued  with  reference  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued  iii  case  of  the  arrival  of  more  skins.  I  gave 
permission  for  this  small  lot  to  be  landed,  deeming  that  to  be  the  prn^ 
dent  coui-se  in  the  absence  of  any  specific  instructions.  The  fur-seal 
skins  are  taken  while  the  seals  are  migrating  as  far  south  as  Puget 
Sound,  and  I  am  assured  the  entire  number  taken  south  of  the  islands 
of  Saint  George  and  Paul  will  aggregate  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand 
per  annum. 

The  skins  thus  illegally  taken  should  be  confiscated.  This  may  pos« 
sibly  be  done  here,  but  the  probable  effect  of  making  the  attempt  will 
be  to  cause  the  small  traders  to  take  their  cargo  of  skins  to  Victoria 
for  sale.  The  most  effective  way  of  preventing  this  illegal  catch  would 
seem  to  be  to  instruct  the  Government  officers  at  Sitka,  Kodiak,  and 
Ouuala^ka  to  seize  all  fur-seal  skins,  and  cause  those  engaged  in  taking 
them  to  be  properly  punished. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

T.  G.  PHELPS,  Collector, 
n.  Ex.  83 3 
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No.  21. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washinf/lofij  D.  C,  September  30, 1870. 
Timothy  G.  Phelps, 

Collector  of  Customs^  San  Francisco ,  CaL: 
EetaiD  possession  of  the  eleven  thoasand  five  hundred  far-seal  skins 
brought  from  Jones's  Island  per  bark  Mauna  Loa,  and  similar  lot  ex- 
pected to  arrive,  until  otherwise  instructed. 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  22. 


Customhouse,  San  Francisco,  Oal., 

Collector's  Office,  September  30, 1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ot 
the  19th  instant,  relative  to  the  publi^ed  notice  of  the  sailing  of  the 
schooner  Mary  Zephyr  for  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
in  Alaska.  On  seeing  the  advertisement  in  the  Alta,  written  notice  was 
immediately  sent  to  the  parties  interested,  that  no  vessel  would  be  per- 
mitted to  land  at  said  islands.  I  have  caused  a  notice,  as  suggested  by 
the  honorable  Secretary,  to  be  published.  Please  find  a  copy  of  the 
notice  inclosed. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv, 

T.  G.  PHELPS, 

Collector. 
ITon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  Treasury. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE,  San  Ebancisco,  Cal., 

Collector's  Office,  September  28, 1870. 

Notice. — In  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  a  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint 
Paul  and  Saint  George,  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  has  been  executed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
for  the  period  of  twenty  years  from  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1870,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  pre* 
vent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,"  approved 
July  1, 1870,  and  that,  by  the  terms  of  said  lease  and  the  above-men- 
tioned act,  the  said  company  have  the  exclusive  right  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  taking  fur-seals  on  said  islands  and  the  islands  adjacent 
thereto.  No  vessels,  other  than  those  belonging  to  said  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company  or  to  the  United  States,  will  be  permitted  to  touch  or 
land  at  either  of  said  islands  or  the  islands  adjacent  thereto,  nor  will 
any  person  be  allowed  thereon  except  the  authorized  agents  of  the 
United  States  and  of  said  company. 

T.  G.  PHELPS, 

Collector  of  Customs. 

[Bulletin  copy.] 
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No.  23. 

District  of  Alaska  Custom  House, 

Fort  of  Sitkay  October.  6,  1870. 
)IR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Hon.  W.  A. 
ihardson's  letter  of  the  2d  of  August,  1870,  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
ition  placed  upon  the  importation  of  spirituous  liquors  into  the  Ter- 
)ry  of  Alaska,  and  stating  that  <'  while  the  regulations  of  the  Depart 
Dt  issued  in  pursuance  of  law  apply  in  terms  to  ^  distilled  spirits,'  it 
3  and  is  the  intention  to  have  them  apply  to  intoxicating  drinks  of  all 
ds,  and  to  discourage,  so  far  as  it  has  the  authority,  their  importa- 
a  or  transportation  to  that  Territory." 

rhi^  subject  presents  many,  and,  with  the  limited  means  at  my  com- 
nd  to  overcome  them,  almost  insurmountable  difficulties. 
Nhen  I  first  took  charge  of  this  district,  liquors  were  allowed  to  be 
»ugbt  here  on  condition  that  bonds  were  executed  at  the  port  of  ship- 
nt,  that  upon  their  arrival  at  Sitka  they  be  turned  over  to  the  chief 
cer  of  the  customs,  and  by  him  held  until  the  written  permit  of  the 
leral  commanding  the  department  for  their  withdrawal  was  pro- 
ved. This  plan  worked  very  well,  at  least  as  well  as  any  plan  in- 
ded  to  curtail  the  importation  of  spirituous  liquors  into  a  new  coun- 
like  Alaska  can  work. 

Che  general  commanding  and  the  collector,  by  working  together, could 
1  did  regulate  the  amount  allowed  to  go  out ;  permission  to  withdraw 
lOT  was  only  given  to  such  persons  as  would  not  abuse  the  privilege, 
1  but  very  little,  if  any,  of  the  liquor  found  its  way  into  the  hands  of 
I  Indians, 
kt  that  time  the  steam-cutter  Lincoln  was  on  duty  in  this  district, 

I  by  reference  to  uiy  reports  it  will  be  found  that  several  seizures  of 
aors  found  in  the  hands  of  unauthorized  persons,  or  brought  here  in 
lation  of  law,  were  made  by  her. 

Dhe  Executive  Order  of  February  4th  prohibits  the  importation  or 
usportation  of  all  spirituous  liquors  into  this  district,  without  making 
r  provision  or  allowance  for  even  a  small  amount  for  the  use  of  the 
ite  inhabitants.  As  soon  as  this  order  was  received  I  set  to  work  to 
ry  it  out  to  its  very  letter,  and  how  well  I  succeeded  is  shown  by  the 
t  that  a  small  amount,  some  seven  or  eight  gallons,  which  had  been 
zed  some  time  previous,  was  sold  at  public  auction  for  $13.50  coin  per- 
llon. 

3ut  as  men,  especially  those  living  in  a  climate  as  cold  and  damp  as 
It  of  Alaska,  will  have  liquor,  and  as  they  find  it  impracticable,  owing 
the  close  watch  kept  upon  all  the  vessels  arriving  here,  to  import  it, 
)y  commenced  to  manufacture  it  out  of  molasses,  bread,  flour,  and 
ler  materials.  On  the  25th  of  April,  I  discovered  a  man  by  the  name 
Henry  E.  Cutter  in  the  act  of  distilling  liquor.  I  at  once  seized  his  still 
i  the  liquor  found  on  hand,  and  reported  my  action  on  the  26th  of 
m\  to  the  Department. 

Vly  course  in  the  matter  received  your  approval,  (letter  of  June  21, 
ro,)  but  I  was  informed  that,  ^'in  5ases  of  the  character  reported,  you 
would  undoubtedly  be  justified  in  making  seizures,  but  as  the  of- 
ises  are  not  proi>erly  infractions  of  the  customs  revenue  laws,  you  (I) 

II  exercise  your  (my)  own  discretion  as  to  the  propriety  of  seizing  in 
ailar  cases  that  may  hereafter  arise.'' 

I  took  the  broad  ground  that  if  liquor  was  permitted  to  be  manufac- 
red,  the  Executive  Order,  and  instructions  from  the  Department  in 
ereuce  to  preventing  the  bringing  of  liquors  into  the  Territory,  would 
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become  dead  letters;  for  if  liquor  could  be  made  here,  the  necessity  for 
bringing  it  would  be  done  away  witb.  I  therefore  seized  all  the  stills 
that  I  could  find,  and  reported  the  men  discovered  in  the  act  of  distill- 
ing, there  being  no  court  here,  to  the  genorarcommanding  for  his  ac- 
tion. They  were  generally  put  into  the  guard-house  for  a  week  or  so, 
and  then  turned  loose.  I  have  now  in  my  warehouse  five  stills  that 
have  thus  been  taken  possession  of. 

Since  this  course  has  been  adopted,  the  making  of  liquor  in  this 
town  has  been  discontinued,  but  what  is  a  great  deal  worse,  parties, 
now  make  it  at  points  so  far  removed  from  here  that  I  cannot  reach 
them,  and  deal  it  out  to  the  Indians  in  unlimited  quantities.  I  have 
received  reliable  information  that  there  is  a  small  schooner  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Hut-she-noo  and  Far-coo  distilling  liquor,  and  trading  the 
same  to  the  natives  for  furs,  &c.  These  parties  are  well  aware  that 
there  is  no  steam  cutter  or  steam-vessel  of  any  kind  belonging  to  the 
Government  in  this  district,  and  that  the  cutter  Reliance,  l^ing  a  sail- 
ing-vessel, cannot  follow  them  into  the  narrow  channels  and  shallow 
bays,  selected  by  them  as  their  field  of  operations.  About  the  middle 
of  June  last,  the  American  bark  George,  Captain  Osborne,  called  at 
Hamilton's  Fishery,  a  point  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
Port  Tougas,  and  traded  to  the  Indians  all  the  whisky  they  wanted. 
As  soon  as  the  matter  was  reported  to  me,  I  directed  the  inspector  at 
Tougas  to  call  upou  the  commanding  officer  at  Port  Tougas  for  a  detail 
of  men,  and  proceed  in  an  open  boat,  or  if  he  could  not  procure  that,  in 
a  large  canoe,  to  the  place  named  and  seize  the  vessel.  Mr.  Lessen,  the 
inspector,  did  everything  in  his  power  to  carry  out  my  instructions, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  reach  the  fisheries  with  the  means  at  his 
command.  Had  there  been  a  small  steam-cutter  in  this  district,  the 
bark  would  no  doubt  have  been  captured. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  following  plan,  by  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, this  traffic  can  be  broken  up  and  prevented:  Allow  small  quanti- 
ties to  be  shipped  from  domestic  ports  on  the  Pacific  to  the  port  of 
Sitka,  and  that  port  only,  upon  bonds  being  given  at  the  port  of  shipment 
that  the  same  be,  upon  its  arrival,  turned  over  to  the  chief  officer  of  the 
customs.  That  officer  should  have  power,  either  by  himself  or  in  con- 
junction with  the  commanding  officer,  to  turn  this  liquor  over,  in  limited 
quantities,  for  the  use  of  the  whites,  to  responsible  parties  who  should 
give  bonds  that  none  of  it  shall  find  its  wa3'  into  the  hands  of  the  In- 
dians. 

The  acts  of  June  30, 1834,  and  February  13, 1862,  ought  to  be  extended 
over  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  for  though  this  may  be  considered  Indian 
territory,  and  no  doubt  is,  still  it  has  never  been  declared  so  by  law. 
Give  the  collector  of  customs,  or  the  commanding  officer  at  Sitka  (the 
only  military  post  in  Alaska  now,)  power  to  carry  these  laws  into  effect, 
•and  send  offenders  to  the  United  States  district  courts  of  either  Wash- 
ington Territory  or  Oregon  for  trial,  and  very  soon  nothing  more  will  be 
heard  of  this  traffic,  especisiUy  if  there  is  a  small  steam-cutter  stationed 
in  this  district,  one  of  light  draught  but  great  power,  and  which  can  fol- 
low those  whisky-traders  into  all  their  hiding-places. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  there  are,  and  have  been  for  over  two  years, 
two  brewenes  in  active  operation  at  this  place.  I  can  find  no  law  author- 
izing me  to  interfere  with  them,  especially  as  it  is  a  doubtful  question 
whether  or  not  lager-beer  is  an  intoxicating  drink.  But  the  internal- 
revenue  tax  ought  to  be  paid  on  the  beer  made.  Special  Agent  Wicker 
has  caUed  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  this  matter,  but  as  that 
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flBcer  left  the  Territory  on  the  4th  of  February  last,  it  is  not  known 
rhat  instructions  he  received  in  reference  thereto. 
The  officers  of  the  Arijiy  and  Navy  stationed  at  this  place  have  in- 
uired  of  me  if  the  recent  instructions  will  prevent  them  from  sending 
)r  a  limited  quantity  of  wines  for  their  own  privat/C  use.  I  have  told 
tiem  that  1  did  not  think  that  it  wa«  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
eprive  them  of  their  table- wines,  and  that  if  they  would  certify  on  honor 
tiat  the  wines  sent  for  were  for  their  own  personal  and  private  use,  that, 
1  my  opinion,  no  objections  would  be  made.  Please  direct  me  on  this 
oint.  I  am  desirous  to  carry  out  your  orders  to  the  very  letter,  and  all 
ask  is  to  be  fully  instructed. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KAPUS, 
Collector  of  Customs, 
Hon.  George  S.  Bout  well. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  WashingtoHj  D.  C. 


No.  24. 

Treasury  DepartjtexNT, 
.  Washington,  D,  C,  October  12,  1870. 
Sir  :  Yonr  commuuicatiou  of  the  27th  ultimo  is  received,  in  relation 
)  the  illegal  killing  of  the  fur-seals  at  places  in  Alaska  other  than  the 
lands  of  JSaint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

In  reply,  I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  the  collector  at 
itka,  instructing  him  to  issue  strict  orders  to  his  subordinates  for  the 
revention  of  such  illegal  killing  and  traffic,  and  for  the  bringing  of  the 
Senders  to  punishment;  and  also  for  the  seizure  of  all  such  seal-skins 
legally  taken  as  aforesaid,  and  for  their  transmittal  to  your  port  for 
irfeiture. 

After  you  have  perused  the  said  letter,  I  will  thank  you  to  forward  it 
)  the  collector  at  Sitka  by  the  tirst  oi)portunity. 

An3^  fur-seal  «kins  hereafter  arriviflg  at  your  port  from  any  portion  of 
le  Territory  of  Alaska,  other  than  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint 
eorge,  you  will  detain  in  your  custody,  reporting  the  fact  to  the  De- 
artment,  and  awaiting  its  instructions. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S. 


T.  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 

Collector,  &c.,  San  Francisco,  CaL 


boutwell. 

Secretary. 


No.  25. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  12,  1870. 
Sir  :  The  Department  is  informed  by  the  collector  at  San  Francisco 
lat  the  bark  Cyane  has  lately  arrived  at  that  port  with  a  quantity  of 
ir-seal  skins  on  board,  which  were  obtained  at  Kodiak;  and,  also,  that 
le  fur-seal  skins  are  annually  taken  to  the  number  of  from  ten  to  twenty 
jousand  in  and  about  the  islands  of  Alaska  other  than  Saint  Paul 
ad  Saint  George. 
As  the  killing  of  fur-seals  in  Alaska,  at  any  other  place  .than  the  said 
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islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  is  strictly  prohibited  by  law, 
and  made  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  yon  are  instructed  to 
issue  strict  orders  to  your  subordinates  at  Kodiak,  Ounalaska,  and 
other  places  in  the  collection-district  of  Alaska,  for  the  prevention  of 
such  illegal  killing  and  traffic,  and  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  bring  offenders  under  the  law  to  punishment; 
you  will  also  instruct  such  officers  to  seize  all  fur-seal  skins  found  by 
them  to  have  been  killed  as  aforesaid,  and  to  duly  forward  them  to  your 
custom-house.  Such  seal-skins  will  then  be  transmitted  by- you,  accom- 
panied with  the  necessary  information,  to  the  collector  at  San  Francisco, 
in  order  that  proper  proceedings  may  be  instituted  for  their  forfeiture. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary, 
Wm.  Kapus,  Esq., 

Collector,  (fee,  Sitka,  Alaska, 


No.  26. 


Special  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  FauVs  Island,  October  19, 1870. 
I  hereby  certify  that  on  the  1st  of  July,  1870,  there  were  in  store- 
house on  Saint  Paul's  Island,  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  and  on  Saint  George's  Island,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  fur-seal  skins. 

[SEAL.]  CHARLES  BRYANT, 

Special  Agent  Treasury  Department 

State  of  Califoknia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 
S.  N.  Buynitzky,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  signature  to  the  certifi- 
cate hereto  attached  is  the  genuine  signature  of  Charles  Bryant,  esq.» 
special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  CTuited  States,  and  the  same 
was  written  by  said  Bryant  in  my  presence  at  the  island  of  Saint  Paul, 
Alaska,  on  the  day  said  certificate  bears  date,  and  that  the  five  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty- seven  fur-seal  skins  now  on  board  the 
American  steamer  Constantino,  arrived  at  this  port  this  the  11th  day 
of  November,  1870,  are  the  same  fur-seal  skins  mentioned  in  the  said 
certificate  hereto  attached. 

S.  N.  BUYNITZKY, 

Clerk  Treasury  Department. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  November,  1870. 
[SEAL.]  S.  V.  JOICB, 

Notary  Public. 


No.  27. 
B. 

Island  of  Saint  Paul,  Alaska, 

October  19,  1870. 
Sib  :  On  the  9th  instant  the  steamer  Constantino,  belonging  to  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  arrived  here,  bringing  to  me  a  letter  of 
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he  collector  of  customs  at  San  Francisco,  covering  certified  copies  of 
)epartment's  letter  of  Augast  8,  1870,  to  said  collector,  and  of  the  act 
f  July  1,  1870.  At  the  same  time  the  general  agent  of  the  Alaska 
Jompany,  Mr.  H.  H.  Mclntyre,  informed  me,  verbally,  that  official  let- 
ers  addressed  to  myself  and  Mr.  S.  N.  Buynitzky,  esq.,  had  been  sent 
rom  the  custom-house  at  San  Francisco,  but  went,  by  error,  with  the 
lail  to  Kodiak.  Thus  it  happens  that  I  am  left  to  act  on  fragmentary 
[iformation.  I  found  onboard  the  Constantino,  as  passenger,  Mr.  Samuel 
^alconer,  late  deputy  and  acting  collector  at  Sitka,  who  stated  to  me 
iiat  he  had  left  the  service  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  would  offer 
is  services  to  the  Government. 

Having  in  view  the  desire  expressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Buynitzky,  in  July,  to 
e  relieved  this  fall  from  his  temporary  duties  at  Saint  George,  in  con- 
ideratioQ  of  urgent  family  matters  requiring  his  presence  at  Washing- 
on,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  avail  myself  of  Mr.  Falconer's  offer,  and,  by 
Jtter  of  10th  instant,  1  appointed  him,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
)epartment,  assistant  special  agent,  at  a  compensation  of  $6  per  diem ; 
nd  after  his  filing  the  customary  oath  of  office,  I  instructed  him  to  pro- 
eed,  together  with  myself,  to  the  island  of  Saint  George.  On  the  12th 
istant  we  sailed  over  to  Saint  George,  where  he  relieved  Mr.  Buynitzky, 
^ho  was  thus  made  free  to  proceed  to  Washington. 

In  the  absence  of  any  instructions  from  the  Department,  under  the 
ew  status  I  intend  to  adopt  such  course  of  action  as  is  most  obviously 
nggested  by  the  import  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1870 ;  that  is,  to  take  such 
le^isures  as  will  most  efficiently  secure  the  interests  of  the  Government 
nd  those  of  the  population  at  the  sealing  islands,  and  have  instructed 
ly  assistant  accordingly.  I  hope  that  my  action  in  the  premises  will 
leet  with  the  approval  of  the  Department,  and  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
falconer  and  the  terms  thereof  will  be  confirmed.  As  to  my  action,  from 
he  day  of  my  taking  charge  of  the  sealing  islands  up  to  the  present 
ate,  I  have  briefly  to  state  that  I  have  punctually  carried  out  the  pro- 
ram  me  described  in  my  report  of  July  14,  1870,  and  have  found  that 
he  same  has  been  faithfully  executed  by  Mr.  Buynitzky  on  the  island 
f  Saint  George.  Provisions  have  been  distributed,  and  fur-seals  taken, 
od  skins  subdivided  as  set  forth  in  said  report,  and  1  may  justly  say  that 
he  result  has  been  satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned.  The  company 
oing  business  at  the  islands  had  no  motives  of  complaint,  and  the  na- 
Ives  have  expressed  their  entire  satisfaction,  and  asked  me  to  transmit 
D  the  Hon.  SecretJiry  of  the  Treasury  their  sincere  thanks  for  the  timely 
elief  and  the  easy  terms  at  which  provisions  have  been  supplied  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  novelty  of  the  incoming  state  of  affairs  at  these 
3lands,some  points  of  paramount  importance  claim  immediate  attention, 
nd  1  consider  it  my  duty  forthwith  to  make  most  urgent  representa- 
ions  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  immediate  action  of  the  Government 
0  meet  imperative  exigencies  created  by  the  leasing  of  the  islands  and 
he  removal  therefrom  of  the  United  States  troops. 

The  faithful  collection  of  nearly  $200,000  of  tax  on  fur-seal  skins 
from  the  nature  of  the  business  and  the  geographical  position  of  these 
slands)  will  principally  depend  upon  the  supervision  of  the  revenue  of- 
icers  in  charge  of  the  sealing  islands,  and  I  am  convinced  it  will  be 
lecessary  to  have  on  each  island  two  officers,  of  whom  one  special  agent 
^ud  one  assistant.  There  being  no  communication  between  the  two 
alands  but  by  means  of  the  ships  coming  up  to  the  islands  in  summer, 
mder  the  present  system,  in  case  of  sickness  or  death  of  an  agent  of 
he  Treasury  at  one  of  the  islands,  the  interests  of  the  Government 
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at  that  island  might  remain  for  months  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  an 
archy. 

The  agents  of  the  Treasury  have  been  heretofore  lodged  in  house; 
claimed  by  the  company,  and  had  to  board  wilh  the  company's  officers 
This  arrangement  ought  not,  for  various  reasons,  to  be  made  perina 
nent.  A  house  should  be  built  on  each  island  for  the  accommodation  o 
<TOverument  officers,  and  this  may  be  done  at  an  expense  of,  say,  81VMX 
T)er  building,  which  is  but  a  trifling  sum,  considering  the  prospeetivi 
.  jiportance  of  the  revenue  to  be  collected  for  the  twenty  years'  daratioi 
of  the  lease. 

The  removal  of  the  United  States  troops  from  the  islands,  and  tht 
recall  therewith  of  their  contract  doctors,  leaves  both  communities  ex 
posed  to  all  chances  of  disease,  (so  frequent  in  this  severe  climate,)  with 
out  any  medical  assistance.  The  terms  on  which  the  Alaska  Commer 
cial  Company  has  obtained  the  lease  leave  no  margin  for  any  improve 
uients  in  the  situation  of  the  nations,  outside  of  the  obligations  actu 
ally  imposed  on  the  company.  On  the  other  hand  the  rate  of  taxation 
upon  the  seal-skins,  (the  only  industry  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  sealint; 
islands,)  and  the  fact  of  their  being  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  free  com 
petition  of  traders,  seem  to  entitle  them  to  some  special  compensation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  a  yearly  appropriation  of  $5,000  be  asked 
for,  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  islands,  for  compensation  of 
learned  and  experienced  medical  practitioners  and  contingent  expenses, 
and  an  appropriation  of  $0,000  once,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  snit- 
able  buildings  for  hospitals  and  the  dwellings  of  the  doctors. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  pleasure  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment a  fact  witnessed  by  me  in  my  last  visit  to  the  island  of  Saint  Georf^*, 
a  fact  gratifying  to  all  those  who,  like  myself,  feel  interested  in  the 
future  moral  development  of  the  Aleutian  population.  On  the  14th 
instant  I  was  present  at  the  examination  of  a  school  of  twelve  boys  and 
six  girls  in  English  reading;  they  distinctly  read  any  page  of  \ViIson\s 
primer,  counted  up  to  one  thousand,  named  the  days  of  the  week,  the 
months  and  seasons  of  the  year,  various  articles  of  dress,  household 
implements,  &c.,  ^c.  This  was  the  result  of  about  three  months'  work. 
Itendering  justice  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  founder  of  the  school, 
Mr.  S.  N.  Buynitzky,  I  cannot  refuse  a  due  share  of  praise  to  the  natural 
gifts  of  the  Aleutian  race,  and  I  beg  leave  to  express  here  my  earnest 
belief  that  the  Aleutes  might  become  as  good  American  citizens  as  any 
admitted  under  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Special  Agent  Treamry  Department, 

Hon.  Geouge  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  28. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  I).  C\,  November  1, 1870. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  July  14,  in  reply  to  the  Department's  letter  of  May 
24  last,  is  received. 

In  view  of  the  fact  of  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Panl 
having  been  leased  by  the  Government  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Cora- 
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luy,  and  permission  having  been  granted  them,  under  date  of  Augusts, 
send  a  vessel  or  vessels  to  said  islands  with  supplies,  ^c,  no  action  is 
emed  necessary  by  the  Department  on  the  suggestions  contained,  in 
\\r  letter  on  the  smbject  of  furnishing  supplies  for  the  natives  of  said 
ands.  Should  the  necessity  still  exist,  however,  for  the  transfer  of 
r.  Buynitzky  from  the  island  of  Saint  George  to  Saint  Paul,  as  re- 
estecl  in  your  letter,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  instruct  him  to 
port  to  you  accordingly  and  inclose  him  a  copy  of  this  letter. 
In  regard  to  any  seal-skins  which  may  have  been  salted  and  pre- 
rved  by  the  natives  and  held  at  the  disposition  of  the  Government 
cover  actual  cost  of  provisions  and  salt  issued  to  them,  I  have  to 
ite  that  the  same  should  be  forwarded  at  the  first  available  opportu- 
ty  to  the  collector  at  San  Francisco,  to  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of 
Is  Department,  you  taking  accurate  count  thereof  and  notifying  said 
Hector  of  the  number  shipped  and  of  the  tenor  of  these  instructions. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

*      GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Charles  Bryant,  Esq., 

Special  Agents  Saint  Paul,  Alasl'a^ 

Care  Colkctor  of  Customs,  San  Francisco,  Cat, 


No.  29. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washingtonj  D.  C,  November  18,  1870. 
Sir  :  Respectfully  referring  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
losing  a  translation  of  a  note  from  the  Russiau  minister  in  relatiou 
a  claim  of  the  Russian  government  to  the  ownership  of  certain  seal- 
ns  detained  at  the  custom-house,  New  York,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
m  you  that,  by  reason  of  a  demand  having  been  made  by  the  con- 
nees  of  said  merchandise  for  its  delivery  to  them  on  or  before  the 
>t  instant,  I  deemed  it  advisable,  so  as  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  del^y 
the  matter,  to  address  a  letter,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy,  direct 
the  Russian  minister. 

I  "am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary, 
aon.  Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  Stat€. 


30. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  30, 1870. 
5iR:  By  letter  of  instructions  of  May  25,  1870,  I  have  been  detailed 
tbe  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska  Territory,  there 
act  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Charles  Bryant,  special  agent  of  the 
easury  Department,  and  also  to  obtain  and  report  to  the  Department 
3h  information  as  might  be  acquired  relative  to  the  seal-tlshery  and 
i  commercial  interests  of  the  islands  and  of  the  country  generally, 
ncerning.my  action  at  the  islands,  under  the  instructions  of  Captain 
arles  Bryant,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  refer  to  Mr.  Bryant's  official 
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reports.  Ar  to  .the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  acqnire  rela- 
tive to  the  seal-fishery  and  the  commercial  interests  of  the  islands  and 
of  the  country,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

'The  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  owing  to  their  isolated 
position,  their  climate,  and  the  configuration  of  their  shores,  seem  to  have 
been  particularly  designed  by  nature  for  the  propagation  of  the  species 
of  seals  commonly  known  under  the  name  of  fur  seal,  and  scientifically 
classified  under  the  appellation  of  ^^phoca  ursina.^  The  numbers  of  fur- 
seals  congregating  every  summer  at  the  islands  are  literally  beyond 
computation.  At  the  commencement  of  spring  they  begin  to  appear  in 
the  Behring's  Sea,  coming  from  the  Pacific  through  the  straits  of  the 
Aleutian  islands,  chiefiy  through  Dunimac  Pass.  Full-grown  males 
(called  bulls)  are  the  earliest  visitors  at  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and 
Saint  Paul ;  they  approach  the  islands  in  the  last  days  of  April,  and 
after  a  careful  survey  of  their  habitual  resting-grounds,  settle  thereon  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  females,  which  takes  place  considerably'  later. 
The  seals  invariably  select  for  their  resting-grounds  (rookeries)  such 
beaches  as  are  strewn  over  with  large  bowlders,  affording  a  safe  hold 
against  the  sweep  of  the  surf;  fiat  sandy  beaches  are  carefully  avoided  by 
them,  probably  on  account  of  the  danger  to  which  the  new-born  seals  would 
be  exposed  of  being  carried  off  by  the  sea  before  they  have  learned  to 
live  in  that  element.  From  the  day  of  their  settling  on  the  rookeries  to 
the  epoch  of  the  appearance  of  the  females,  the  bulls  sleep  almost  with- 
out interruption.  Toward  the  end  of  May  they  begin  to  look  oat  for 
the  coming  of  their  families.  The  females  (cows)  generally  recognize 
their  former  mates,  and  land  at  their  respective  rookeries.  There  being 
a  considerable  difference  between  the  male  and  the  female  in  regard  to 
age  of  puberty,  (six  years  for  the  male  and  two  for  the  female,)  this 
species  is  necessiirily  polygamous,  and  au  average  family  numbers  about 
ten  cows  to  one  bull.  The  rookeries  nearest  to  the  water  are  occupied 
by  the  propagators,  while  the  minor  individuals  of  the  trit)e  have  to 
camp  on  the  slopes,  where  the3^  are  more  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being 
cut  off'  from  the  sea,  and  to  become  the  prey  of  the  hunter.  The  hunt- 
ing begins  as  soon  as  the  resting-grounds  are  fully  occupied,  which  gen- 
erally happens  about  the  end  of  June.  It  is  carried  on  until  the  middle 
of  November,  when  the  seals  leave  the  islands,  to  disappear  for  five 
months  in  the  vast  expanse  of  the  Pacific.  The  surrounding,  driving, 
killing,  and  fiensing  of  the  fur-seals  has  been  reduced  to  a  science  by  the 
natives  of  the  islands.  A  day  is  waited  for  when  the  direction  of  the 
wind  allows  of  a  rookery  being  approached  so  that  the  game  cannot 
scent  the  hunters ;  a  party  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  men,  armed  with 
clubs,  cautiously  advance  along  the  shore  until  the  retreat  of  the  ani- 
mals toward  the  sea  is  cut  by  the  line  of  hunters ;  then,  at  a  signal  from 
the  chief  of  the  expedition,  the  men  rush  up  the  cliffs  and  drive  towani 
the  interior  of  the  island  as  many  seals  as  have  been  surrounded.  When 
the  herd  has  been  driven  a  certain  distance  from  the  shore  a  halt  is  made, 
and  a  sorting  of  the  game  as  to  age,  sex,  and  condition  of  the  fur,  is  ef- 
fected. This  operation  requires  the  exercise  of  a  lifelong  experience, 
and  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  the  killing  of  females,  which  are 
easily  mistaken  for  young  males,  even  by  the  natives,  would  endanger 
the  propagation  of  the  species,  and  the  slaughtering  of  males  under  two 
or  over  four  years  old  would  be  a  useless  extermination,  their  furs  hav- 
ing little  value  for  trade.  Thesorting  once  accomplished,  all  the  animals 
not  destined  for  killing  are  allowed  to  escape  toward  the  rookery,  and 
the  balance  of  the  herd  is  driven  to  the  slaughtering  grounds,  situated 
near  the  salt-houses.    Great  care  is  taken,  when  driving,  that  the  ani- 
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mala  do  not  become  overheated,  for,  should  this  happen,  the  skins  would 
become  worthless,  the  fur  falling  off.  On  reaching  the  slaughtering 
grounds,  the  drove  is  allowed  a  rest  of  two  or  three  hours,  after  which, 
at  a  signal  given  by  one  of  the  chiefs,  the  killing  is  effected  with  won- 
derful rapidity.  I  have  seen  a  drove  of  sixteen  hundred  seals  dis- 
patched by  thirty  men  in  little  more  than  an  hour  of  time.  As  soon  as 
the  animals  are  killed,  all  available  hands,  men,  women,  and  children, 
rush  to  the  work  of  flensing,  which  has  to  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible 
to  prevent  the  carcasses  from  stiffening.  Every  part  of  the  animal  is 
turned  to  account ;  skin,  flesh,  blubber,  and  intestines.  The  skins  are 
immediately  taken  to  the  salt-house  and  placed  in  large  vats,  the  fur- 
side  down,  and  the  flesh-side  plentifully  sprinkled  with  salt.  When  the 
skins  have  been  thoroughly  saturated  with  salt,  which  process  requires 
about  forty  days,  they  are  taken  up  and  shaken  ;  then  another  lighter 
coating  of  salt  is  applied,  and  they  are  booked  up  in  folds,  ready  for 
shipment. 

The  commercial  value  of  fur-seal  skins  depends  upon  their  size,*and 
particularly  upon  the  quality  of  the  fur.  The  greatest  proportion  of 
flrst-class  skins  are  obtained  from  seals  three  years  old. 

London  is  the  most  important  and  almost  the  only  market  for  fur-seal 
skins;  there  they  are  manufactured  into  elegant  furs  by  a  series  of  tech- 
nical operations,  the  secret  whereof  is  jealously  kept  by  a  single  Arm. 
The  prices  obtained  in  London  by  American  traders  for  seal-skins  ship- 
ped in  1867  and  1868  ranged  from  168,  to  30s.  per  skin,  according  to  qual- 
ity. The  cost  of  each  skin  rendered  at  London,  including  compensa- 
tion of  native^,  expenses  for  salt,  shipmentfrom  the  islands  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, transshipment  for  Europe,  freight,  and  commissions,  amounted  to 
$L50  in  gold.  This  was  the  figure  of  costs  when  the  price  paid  by 
the  tiraders  to  the  natives  for  each  skin  was  nominally  from  20  to  40 
cents,  bbt  actually  less,  as  the  same  traders  realized  on  some  articles 
furnished  to  the  natives  a  profit  of  nearly  a  hundred  per  centum.  At 
present,  when  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  fixed  the  price  to  be 
paid  to  the  natives  at  40  cents  per  skin,  and  the  advance  on  San  Fran- 
cisco prices  of  commodities  brought  to  the  islands  at  only  25  per  cent., 
the  above  figure  of  costs  will  be  considerably  increased.  Some  increase 
of  costs  will  be  occasioned  by  the  obligations  assumed  on  the  part  of 
the  company  as  to  the  establishment  and  keeping  of  gratuitous  schools 
for  the  natives,  and  also  by  cerUiin  additional  advantages  vouchsafed  to 
the  natives,  as  appears  from  the  instructions  of  the  comany  to  its  agents, 
a  copy  whereof  is  herewith  submitted.  So  that  in  future  the  actual 
cost  of  each  seal-skin  rendired  at  London  will  amount  to  no  less  than 
$2,  exclusive  of  the  pro  rata  of  the  rental,  and  the  tax  imposed  by  the 
conditions  of  the  lease. 

The  fat  or  blubber  of  all  the  seals  killed  for  their  skins  is  not  more  than 
snflScient  to  supply  the  want  of  fuel  at  the  inlands.  Although  every 
chip  of  driftwood  is  carefully  collected  by  the  natives,  and  brought  with 
great  pains  to  the  village  from  the  remotest  points,  almost  all  of  it  is 
used  up  in  the  repairs  continually  required  by  the  rapidly  decaying 
wood-work  of  their  miserable  dwellings,  and  only  a  small  quantity  may 
be  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  kindling  the  seal-blubber  fires.  The  sum- 
mer temperature  at  the  islands  being  45^  and  the  mean  temperature  of 
the  year  out  38^,  the  dwellings,  which  are  nothing  better  than  cellars. 
covered  with  tuif,  have  to  be  heated  all  the  year  round.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  enormous  quantity  of  seal-blubber  consumed  at  the  islands,  a 
considerable  amount  of  it  might  beconverted  into  seal-oil  for  exportation ; 
thousands  of  old  bulls,  which  have  become  useless  for  the  purposes  of 
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propagation  and  are  an  incumbrance  to  the  rookeries,  might  be  killed  for 
their  blubber,  and  thus  a  new  and  profitable  article  of  trsule  added  to  the 
resources  of  the  islands.  Unfortunately  the  market-price  of  seal-oil  is 
lower  than  the  tax  offered  on  this  article  by  the  competitors  for  the  lease 
of  the  islands,  and  consequently  this  branch  of  industry  has  no  chance 
of  being  developed. 

The  population  of  the  islands,  numbering  240  on  Saint  Paul  and  125 
on  Saint  George,  are  mostly  Aleutes,  some  half-breeds,  and  a  lew  de- 
scendants of  Kamtchadales,  brought  over  Kamtschatka  by  the  vessels  of 
the  Russian-American  Company.  Their  mother-tongue  is  the  Aleutian, 
a  language  spoken  with  slight  variations  all  over  the  Aleutian  Islands 
and  the  southeast  coast  of  Alaska  peninsula.  The  Russian  language  is 
understood  by  all  and  intelligently  spoken  by  many.  They  all  belong 
to  the  Greco  Russian  Catholic  Church,  and  are  sincerely  attached  to 
their  religion. 

-Recording  to  the  statement  of  the  natives  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul 
and  Saint  George  a  notable  improvement  in  their  material  welfare  has 
taken  place  since  the  transfer  of  the  Territory  to  the  United  States. 
Still,  their  prosperity  is  far  from  being  in  harmony  with  the  importance  of 
their  share  in  the  production  of  wealth.  Their  dwellings,  damp,  insalu- 
brious hovels,  constructed  of  drift-wood  and  sods,  are  particularly  in 
painful  contrast  with  all  other  conditions  of  their  life.  There  being  no 
building-materials  at  the  islands,  the  natives  are  unable  to  accomplish 
any  considerable  improvement  in  their  system  of  building  without  as- 
sistance on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

The  prevalence  of  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  lungs,  mostly  due  to 
the  miserable  condition  of  dwellings,  requires  the  presence  of  a  medical 
practitioner  at  each  island.  The  recall  this  summer  of  the  United  States 
troops,  and  therewith  of  the  contract-doctors  who  were  attached  to  the 
military  posts  at  the  islands,  leaves  the  population  without  medical  as- 
sistance. Some  provision  toward  supplying  this  want  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Jhe  only  place  in  the  Territory  besides  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul 
and  Saint  George,  which  I  had  the  opportunity  to  visit,  was  Ounalashka, 
the  most  important  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  Situated  near  the  Onnimak 
Pass,  which  is  the  best  entrance  to  the  Behring's  Sea,  and  possessing  a 
good  harbor,  Ounalashka  is  visited  by  vessels  engaged  in  the  fur  tra^le 
more  than  any  other  port,  not  excepting  Sitka.  The  principal  settlement 
of  the  island  is  Illulook  Harbor,  with  three  hundred  inhabitants.  It  is  the 
religious  metropolis  of  the  Aleutian  tribe.  From  this  point  the  light  of 
Christianity  spread  all  over  the  Aleutian  archipelago.  Here  lived  the 
apostle  of  the  Aleutes,  Father  John  Veniannnoo,  whose  name  and  teach- 
ings are  reverently  transmitted  fW)m  father  to  son  in  every  Aleutian 
family. 

Fishing  and  sea-otter  hunting  are  the  principal  occupation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Ounalashka.  Fresh  and  dried  fish  are  the  staple  article  of 
food.  The  sea  otter  skins,  of  which  the  Ounalashkans  secure  from  three 
to  four  hundred  a  year,  are  traded  at  the  rate  of  from  $15  to  $35  for 
clothing,  hardware,  crockery,  sugar,  tea,  and  tobacco. 

The  Aleutian  tribe,  numbering  about  three  thousand,  represents  nine- 
tenths  of  the  trade  of  the  Territory,  and  is  unquestionably  far  in  ad- 
vance of  all  other  tribes  with  respect  to  moral,  religious,  and  social  de- 
velopment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  N.  BUYNITSKY,  Clerk. 

Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  31. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February^  9,  1871. 
[R :  In  yoor  letter  to  this  Department,  ander  date  of  July  28,  1870, 
mention,  among  other  things,  that  yoa  inclose  a  list  of  the  officers 
stockholders  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  which  does  not 
ear  to  be  upon  the  files,  and  although  it  may  not  be  of  any  conse- 
Qce,  yet,  as  the  letter  contains  the  statement  that  a  list  was  furnished, 
ive  the  honor  to  request  that  you  transmit  a  copy  of  the  list. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
en.  Jno.  F.  Miller, 

President  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


No.  32. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  10,  1871. 
[R :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letters  of  December  3  and  January  3  last, 
testing  instructions  in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  certain 
3,  ale,  and  porter  transported  in  bond  to  your  port  in  contravention 
he  instructions  of  this  Department  of  February  8  and  August  22, 

I  reply  thereto,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  retain  the  merchandise 
uestion  in  your  custody  until  the  parties  are  prepared  to  return  it 
er  proper  transportation-bond  to  the  port  from  which  it  was  trans- 
led,  or  elsewhere,  when  it  may  be  delivered  them  for  that  purpose. 
b  shipment,  however,  should  be  made  under  the  supervision  of  a 
omsofflcer,  to  be  designated  by  you,  ahd  every  precaution  taken  to 
rent  its  being  relauded  in  the  district  of  Alaska, 
be  collector  at  San  Francisco  was  advised,  under  date  of  the  7th 
no,  of  the  Department's  views  upon  this  subject,  and  instructed  not 
lUow  the  shipment  of  intoxicating  liquors  of  any  kind  to  your  dis- 
J* 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

P  GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
^M.  Kapus,  Esq., 

Collector,  Sitica,  Alaska. 
'are  of  collector  of  customs,  San  Francisco,  Cal.) 


No.  33. 

Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

No.  425  Sacramento  Street, 
San  Francisco,  February  17,  1871. 
ER :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
9th  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  to  stat^  that  the  list  of  officers  and 
ikholders  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  which  accompanied 
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my  letter  of  July  28, 1870,  was  returned  to  me  by  the  Hon.  Secretary 
upon  my  verbal  request,  it  being  at  that  time  considered  as  a  docament 
of  no  consequence,  and  not  necessary  to  the  filea  of  the  Department.  1 
have  not  the  original  paper,  but  believe  it  to  be  in  the  possession  of 
General  Jeffries,  our  attorney,  to  whom  I  have  written,  requesting  him 
to  return  the  paper  to  the  Department.  In  the  event  the  original  can- 
not be  found,  I  beg  to  substitute  the  inclosed  copy,  which  is  sabstan- 
tially  the  same  as  the  original. 

I  take  the  liberty,  also,  to  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  officers  and 
stockholders  of  the  company  at  the  present  time,  supposing  it  may 
serve  some  useful  purpose  should  an  occasion  arise  for  the  use  of  any 
such  list. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 


List  of  officers  and  stockholders  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

Officers. — John  F.  Miller,  president ;  Bichard  H.  Ghapell,  vice-presi- 
dent ;  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  secretary. 

Trustees. — Henry  P.  Haven,  Louis  Sloss,  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  John  F. 
Miller,  Eichard  H.  Ghapell. 

Stockholders. — John  Parrott,  H.  P.  Haven,  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  B.  H. 
Ghapell,  Thomas  Hood,  G.  A.  Williams,  G.  Niebaum,  Louis  Sloss,  August 
Wassermann.  Lewis  Gerstle,  John  F.  Miller,  L.  Koscowitz,  William 
Kohl,  S.  J.  Field. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  an  accurate  list  of  the  officers 
and  stockholders  of  the  Alaska  Gommercial  Gompany  on  the  2dth  day 
of  July,  1870. 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 


List  of  officers  and  stockholders  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  on  ike 
17th  day  of  February,  1871. 

Officers. — John  F.  Miller,  president 5  John  Parrott,  vice-president; 
B.  Neumann,  secretary. 

Trtistees.— John  F.  Miller,  John  Parrott,  Lewis  Gerstle,  H.  M.  Hutch- 
inson, Bichard  H.  Ghapell. 

Stockholders.—ii.  H.  Ghapell,  citizen  of  Connecticut ;  Henry  P.  Haven, 
of  Gonnecticut ;  Ebenezer  Morgan,  of  Gonnecticut ;  E.  A.  Williams,  of 
Gonnecticut;  Samuel  Willets,  of  New  York;  Daniel  T.  Willets,  of  New 
York;  John  F.  Miller,  of  Galifornia;  Lewis  Gerstle,  of  Galifornia;  H. 
M.  Hutchinson,  of  Galifornia;  L,  Roscowitz,  of  California ;  William 
Kohl,  of  Galifornia ;  Louis  Sloss,  of  California ;  August  Wessermann,  of 
Galifornia;  John  Parrott,  of  Galifornia ;  Tiburcio  Parrott,  of  Galifornia ; 
Simon  Greenewald,  of  Galifornia ;  G.  Niebaum,  of  Alaska. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  an  accurate  list  of  the  officers 
and  stockholders  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Gompany  on  this  the  17th 
day  of  February,  1871. 

JOHN  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
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No.  34. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  21,  1871. 
>  ranch  of  Executive  order  of  February  4, 1870,  as  probibits  the  im- 
ation  and  use  of  distilleded  spirits  into  and  within  the  islands  of  Saint 
I  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  is  hereby  moditled  so  as  to  permit 
'essor  Louis  Agassiz  to  ship  one  hundred  gallons  of  alcohol  to  Mr. 
rles  Bryant,  a  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  on  duty 
hat  territory,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
isury  may  prescribe;  the  said  alcohol  to  be  used  solely  in  the  pre- 
ation  of  specimens  of  animals  that  are  being  collected  for  the  mu- 
1  of  Harvard  College. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

President 


No.  35. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  17, 1871. 
E:  The  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur- 
iug  animals  in  Alaska,"  approved  July  1, 1870,  authorized  the  Secre- 
of  the  Treasury  to  lease  the  right  of  taking  fur-seals  in  Alaska; 
in  accordance  with  its  provisions,  the  Secretary  leased  said  privi- 
to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

le  act  prohibits  the  killing  of  fur-seals  except  during  the  months  of 
B,  July,  September,  and  October ;  and  authorizes  the  Secretary 
le  Treasury  to  "  further  restrict  and  limit  the  right  of  killing"  fur- 
5,  and  in  such  case  the  rent  reserved  to  the  Government  to  be  re- 
;d  in  proportion  to  such  restriction  or  limitation, 
iie  Alaska  Commercial  Company  respectfully  represents  to  the  Sec- 
ry  of  the  Treasury  that  it  did  not  obtain  its  said  lease  until  the  Slst 
of  August,  187(1;  that  on  receipt  of  the  same  it  immediately  and 
I  due  diligence  undertook  the  prosecution  of  this  business,  and  by  the 
i  day  of  September  its  steamer  Constantine  sailed  from  San  Fran- 
0,  carrying  supplies  and  all  necessaries  for  the  same,  for  the  islands 
aiut  Paul  and  Saint  George,  in  Alaska,  which  she  reached  on  the 
day  of  October,  making  the  voyage  in  less  than  the  ordinary  time, 
be  months  of  June,  July,  September,  and  nearly  one-third  of  Octo- 
having  thus  expired  before  the  company  could  reach  the  seal  islands, 
ising,  as  it  did,  the  utmost  dispatch  and  effort,  there  remained  but 
iteen  working-days  of  the  four  months  in  which  seals  could  be 
fully  killed,  and  for  which  entire  term  of  four  months  (within  which 
company  is  authorized  to  kill  one  hundred  thousand  seals)  a  rental  of 
,000  is  reserved  to  the  Government, 

he  company  respectfully  represents  that  during  said  nineteen  days 
)ctober  it  secured  but  a  limited  number  of  sealskins,  instead  of 
:  thousand,  which  it  might  have  taken  in  the  full  months  of  Septem- 
aud  October. 

►y  a  former  order  of  the  Treasury  Department,  this  company  was 
:ricted  to  fifty  thousand  seals  for  the  present  year,  and  the  rental 
uced  in  the  same  proportion.  The  object  of  this  communication  is 
*eapectfully  request  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  so  modify  said 
er  that  said  limitation  and  restriction  will  conform  to  the  actual 
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number  of  seals  taken  under  said  lease,  (when  the  actual  number  shall 
have  been  ascertained,)  and  the  rental  reduced  iu  the  same  proportion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HUTCHINSON, 
Secretary  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
Hon.  GEORaE  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  36. 


Tbeasuby  Depabtmbnt, 
Wa^hingtonj  D.  C,  May  5, 1871. 
Sir  :  Mr.  N.  L.  Jeffries  having  personally  requested,  in  behalf  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  that  the  said  company  may  hereafter  be 
allowed  to  deposit  the  amount  of  their  rent,  as  per  the  terms  of  their 
lease,  for  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  with  the 
United  States  assistant  treasurer  at  San  Francisco,  instead  of  with  the 
United  States  Treasurer  at  Washington,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the 
said  request  is  hereby  granted,  until  otherwise  ordered,  but  with  the 
express  understanding  that  said  contract  shall  not  iu  any  particular  be 
waived  or  avoided  by  granting  said  request. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
John  F.  Miller,  Esq., 

President  Alaska  Commetxial  Company^ 
Per  N.  L.  Jeffries, 

Attorney^  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  37. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Map  6, 1871. 
Sm :  On  behalf  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  I  have  the  honor 
to  request  that  it  be  authorized  to  pay  the  tax  due  the  €U>vemment 
on  account  of  fur-seals  taken  under  its  lease,  pursuant  to  the  act  enti- 
tled '^An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in 
Alaska,''  to  the  assistant  treasurer  at  San  Franpisco,  California. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney  for  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  38. 

Saint  George  Island,  Behring  Sea,  Alaska  Tkb., 

May  14, 1870. 
Sir  :  Having  been  appointed  by  you,  October  10, 1870,  to  act  as  your 
assistant  on  Saint  George  Island,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 
On  arriving  at  my  post  of  duty  I  was  furnished  by  your  late  assistant. 
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.  S.  N.  Buynitzky.  the  following  statement,  purporting  to  be  the  num- 
•  of  seals  taken  during  his  term  of  office,  together  with  that  of  Lieut. 
Ilenderaon,  for  the  year  1870,  up  to  the  time  of  writing: 

Saint  George  Island,  October  14,  1870. 

dve  was  taken  this  year,  up  to  July  17,  fur-seals 2, 434 

)ai  July  17  to  October  10 i 4,353 

Total ! 6,786 

)f  this  number  1,500  skins  are  kept  free  from  any  private  claim,  sub- 
'j  to  further  orders  of  tlie  Treasury  Department. 

S.  K  BUYNITZKY. 
n  addition  to  this  number,  there  was  taken  during  the  close  of  the 
son  473,  making  a  grand  total  of  7,259  for  the  year  1870. 
'he  number  of  seal-pups  killed  during  the  whole  season,  for  native 
1,  foot  up  to  1,200,  and  are  not  included  in  the  above  figures. 
LS  the  fur-seal  season  was  almost  closed  before  my  arrival,  I  am  un- 
e  to  furnish  you  with  much  of  a  report  on  this  subject,  but  will  confine 
remarks  chiefly  to  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  place,  together  with 
er  incidents  of  interest  which  happened  from  time  to  time, 
was  not  long  a  resident  of  the  place  until  I  found,  to  my  astonish- 
it,  a  higher  degree  of  civilization  existing  among  them  than  I 
icipated  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  add,  in  reference  to  this,  that  the  new 
vals,  who  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
ved  to  be  no  way  detrimental  to  them  in  their  ideas,  but,  on  the  con- 
\y,  assisted  them  in  carrying  out  this  order  of  civilization  into  a 
tier  degree  of  perfection.  Indeed,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  Mr. 
»wn,  the  agent  of  this  company,  who  has  been  very  particular  in  car- 
ig  out  the  conditions  of  the  agreement  between  the  company  and  the 
rernment,  which,  together  with  many  other  acts  of  kindness  shown 
m  in  aid  of  their  comfort,  has  rendered  him  quite  a  favorite  among 
m. 

he  company,  having  furnished  abundance  of  everj'thing  that  is  nec- 
iry  for  the  comfort  and  sustenance  of  life,  and  from  the  very  low 
jes  charged  on  many  of  the  principal  articles,  has  left  no  room  for 
iplaints. 

ti  speaking  of  these  people,  I  may  safely  state  that  I  know  of  no  class 
the  human  race  that  enjoy  themselves  any  more  than  these  do. 
rcely  has  there  been  an  evening  pass  over  their  heads  but  what  they 
lid  engage  in  dancing,  or  some  other  silly  amusements, 
'he  health  of  the  island  is  good,  there  being  no  disease  of  any  kind 
>n  it.  The  number  of  deaths  since  my  arrival  are  three,  two  of  which 
e  infants,  and  caused  by  sheer  neglect  of  their  parents ;  the  other 
I  a  child  of  five  years,  the  ailment  of  which  had  been  long  standing, 
te  different  from  that  of  last  year,  there  being  nineteen  deaths  record- 
on  the  books  kept  by  the  chief  of  the  island.  From  inquiry,  I  am 
)rmed  that  many  of  thosedeaths  referred  to  were  caused  by  the  manu- 
ture  and  use  of  quass,  a  kind  of  liquor  made  by  the  natives  out  of  flour 
I  sugar.  This  year  there  has  been  a  stop  put  to  the  manufacturing  of 
article,  the  result  of  which  w  ill,  doubtless,  keep  many  from  filling  an 
ly  grave. 

'he  number  of  births  up  to  date  is  five,  four  of  which  are  alive  and 
ug  well. 

)u  the  1st  of  November  last  a  school  was  r3-established  for  the 
ives,  the  attendance  of  which  number  about  25;  and,  from  the  ad- 
iced  state  they  were  left  in  by  our  friend  Mr.  Buynitzky,  it  was  no 
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difficult  task  to  get  along  with  them.  They  are  making  rapid  progress,  and 
feel  anxioQS  to  learn  the  English  language.  Even  men  who  have  ad- 
Tanced  to  the  age  of  thirty  and  forty  attend  school,  and  are  making  eqaai 
progress. 

The  temperature  of  the  weather  I  kept,  and  used  Fahrenheit  thermom- 
eter. For  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  1870,  the  mean  temperature 
ranged  as  follows :  For  November,  30.80 ;  December,  28.60.  For  January, 
1871,  mean  30.04;  February,  23.22;  March,  14.85;  and  April,  32.52. 
The  coldest  day  during  the  entire  winter  season  was  on  the  19th  of 
February,  the  thermometer  indicating  as  low  as  zero,  although  you  will 
perceive  that  March  was  the  coldest  month  by  great  odds. 

On  the  2d  of  this  month  the  ice  made  its  appearance,  and  landed  on 
the  north  side  of  the  island  in  a  limited  quantity ;  but  day  after  day  it 
forced  its  way  along  from  the  north,  till  it  made  a  complete  bridge  be- 
tween this  island  and  that  of  Saint  Paul.  Indeed,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  whole  surface  of  the  sea  to  the  north  of  this  was  a  solid  sheet  of  ice. 
In  a  report  given  by  a  former  agent  of  the  Territory,  he  stated  that  the 
white  bear  was  known  to  frequent  those  islands.  At  that  time  I  doubted 
the  assertion,  but  to-day  I  am  ready  to  indorse  it ;  not  that  I  have  seeu 
any  pay  us  a  visit,  but  it  is  not  but  what  an  opportunity  has  presented 
itself  for  them  to  do  so. 

The  schooner  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  owners  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  San 
Francisco,  sailed  from  this  island  on  the  20th  of  October  last,  in  ballast, 
and  en  route  for  San  Francisco,  E.  Henuing  in  command.  Also,  the 
steamship  Constantine,  same  owners,  sailed  from  here  on  the  21st  of 
October  last,  en  route  for  San  Francisco,  with  1,800  salted  seal-skins  on 
board,  taken  from  this  island,  M.  C.  Erskine  in  command. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  FALCONER, 

Acting  Assistant  Special  Agent. 

Capt.  Chas.  Bryant, 

Special  Agent  Treasury  Department,  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


No.  39. 


Office  Special  Agency, 
Saint  PauVs  Island,  Alaska  Ter,,  May  19, 1871. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival,  on  the  15th  of  the  pres- 
ent month,  at  this  island,  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  steamer 
Alexander,  laden  with  material  and  supplies  for  the  island.  As  I  have 
received  no  communication  whatever  from  the  Department  by  said 
steamer,  I  must  conclude  that  such  matter  must  have  been  sent,  by 
mistake,  to  Sitka,  in  which  case  I  am  not  likely  to  receive  it  for  a  year 
or  so  •,  and  I  beg  leave  to  request  that,  as  no  vessels  but  those  belonging 
to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  visit  these  islands,  instructions 
be  given  that  all  mails  be  forwarded  to  Ihese  islands  from  San  Fran- 
cisco direct. 

In  the  absence  of  any  instructions,  I  shall  be  guided  by  a  certified 
copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  lease  and  the  conditions  ot 
the  lease,  as  given  me  by  the  company. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  thus  far  the  conditions  have  been  folly 
complied  with.  The  store  has  been  well  stocked  with  goods  of  goocl 
quality,  and  sold  at  low  prices ;  provisions  also  the  same. 
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rho  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  very  good  since  my  last  re- 
rt.  There  have  been  six  births  and  six  deaths,  one  adult,  two  boys, 
:1  three  infants. 

Che  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  now  brought,  at  their  own 
)ense,  a  physician  to  reside  permanently  on  the  island, 
n  November  last  a  school  was  opened  for  the  natives,  which  was  at- 
ded  by  twenty-nine  pupils,  who  were  between  the  ages  of  seventeen 
1  five  years;  the  average  attendance  was  95  per  cent. ;  all  manifested 
sat  interest  in  learning  the  English  language,  and  made  good  pro- 
ss;  all  learned  the  alphabet,  and  many  were  able  to  read  simple 
iteuces. 
herewith  transmit  a  very  able  report  of  Acting  Assistant  Special 
ent  Samuel  Falconer,  on  the  condition  of  the  island  of  Saint  George, 
ler  his  charge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES   BRYANT, 
Special  Agent  Treasury  Department, 
Ion.  Geo.  S,  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  40. 


Office  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

No.  310  Sansome  Street, 
San  Francisco^  June  13, 1871. 
►ir:  Referring  to  the  question  reserved  for  the  decision  of  the  De- 
tment,  as  to  the  amount  of  rental  justly  due  from  the  Alaska  Com- 
rcial  Company  for  tbe  year  ending  May  1,  1871,  under  their  lease 
Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  Islands,  Alaska,  I  beg  to  state  that 

steamer  Alexander  arrived  from  said  islands  on  the  9th  instant, 
aging  from  Saint  Paul  Island  3,448  fur-seal  skins,  which  comprise 

whole  catch  of  1870  on  that  island  after  the  entry  upon  the  island 
the  company.    On  the  island  of  Saint  George  there  weret  aken  dur- 

the  same  time  3,000  skins,  which  still  remain  on  the  island,  the 
le  being  frozen  in  the  kenches,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  remove 
m  at  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  Alexander.    The  whole  num- 

of  skins  taken  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  during  the  year 
0  was,  therefore,  6,448. 

'he  fact  that  so  small  a  number  was  taken  is  as  surprising  to  the 
iiager  of  the  company  as  it  can  be  to  the  Department,  and  is  account- 
ror  by  the  fact  that  the  cold  season  began  at  the  islands  much  sooner 
;  year  than  is  usual,  and  the  seals  consequently  left  the  islands 
rly  a  month  earlier  than  they  are  accustomed  to  do.  There  were 
ut  nineteen  workingdays  of  the  season  for  sealing  remaining  after 

arrival  of  the  steamer  2if^  the  islands  with  the  lease,  in  October 
;,  and,  owing  to  the  early  departure  of  the  seals,  nearly  half  of  that 
e  was  lost  to  the  company;  so  that,  instead  of  taking  15,000  skins,  as 
i  confidently  expected,  the  number  actually  taken  was  only  about 
>0. 

beg  the  Department  to  consider  that  to  require  the  comi)any  to  pay 
tal  proportioned  for  the  whole  time  from  tbe  passage  of  the  act  of 
J,  1870,  when,  in  truth,  the  company  could  not  begin  operations 
ler  the  lease  until  the  season  had  nearly  expired,  will  result  in  serious 
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loss  to  the  company,  and  is  manifestly  not  in  accordance  with  the  trne 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  contract  existing  between  the  company  and 
the  Government. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  it  has  cost  the  company  the  same  amount  ot 
money  to  support  the  natives  during  the  winter  of  1870  that  it  would 
have  cost  had  the  catch  been  four  times  as  large. 

Under  the  most  favorable  adjustment  of  the  question  of  rent,  the 
company  will  inevitably  lose  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  first  years 
operations. 

For  these  and  other  reasons  before  given,  and  because  it  is  just  and 
right  as  between  the  company  and  the  United  States,  I  would  respect- 
fully request  the  honorable  Secretary  to  take  from  the  special  deposit 
of  $27,500,  made  by  the  company  with  him  to  cov.er  the  rent  for  1870, 
an  amount  proportioned  to  the  number  of  skins  actually  taken  under 
the  lease;  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  rent  being  $55,000,  the  maximam 
number  of  skins  allowed  to  be  taken  being  100,000,  and  the  number 
actually  taken  under  the  lease  for  1870  being  6,450,  the  amount  of  rent 
exacted  should  be,  as  we  believe,  $3,547.50. 

Should  the  honorable  Secretary  require  positive  proof  of  the  number  ot 
skins  taken,  as  above  stated,  it  will  be  furnished  from  the  islands  on  the 
return  of  the  Alexander  from  her  next  trip,  some  time  in  October 
next.  The  certificate  of  the  special  agents  of  the  Treasury  at  tbe 
islands,  establishing  the  facts  as  herein  stated,  can  at  that  time  be  pro- 
duced. 

Trusting  that  a  favorable  adjustment  of  this  matter  may  be  made  at 
an  early  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alasl'a  Commercial  Compmnf, 

Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  Treasury^  Washington,  B,  C 


No.  41. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washingtm^  D.  C\,  June  28,  1871. 

Sir  :  You  are  authorized  to  proceed  to  the  seal-islands,  Alaska,  by 
the  steamer  Alexander,  which  is  expected  to  leave  San  Francisco  about 
the  10th  of  July  next,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  Captain  Bryant  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  there  while  he  shall  remain,  and  with  authority, 
in  case  he  should  leave,  as  it  is  now  expected  he  will  in  the  autumn,  to 
take  charge  of  the  islands  in  reference  to  the  seal-fishery. 

You  are  instructed  to.see  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  con- 
cerning  the  seal-fishery  under  the  contract  with  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  are  observed  ;  that  the  natives  are  protected  in  their  rights; 
and,  in  general,  you  will  perform  all  those  acts  which  shall  appear  to  be 
necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  those  islands. 

Should  Captain  Bryant  decide  to  remain  at  the  islands  during  the 
winter,  you  can  also  remain  through  the  winter  and  following  season, 
should  it  be  deemed  necessary  by  him ;  but  in  case  your  services  are 
not  required,  you  may  return  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  bringing  with 
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lu  such  reports  as  Captain  Bryant  may  transmit,  together  with  a  writ- 
n  report  of  whatever  you  may  deem  of  importance  to  the  Department. 
Daring  your  absence  you  will  be  allowed  your  salary  as  a  clerk,  and 
30  all  necessary  actual  expenses. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Stephen  K  Buynitzky,  Esq., 

Secretary's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washingtcn,  D.  C. 


No.  42. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C.,'June  30, 1871. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  lease  to  the  Alaska  Commercial 
>mpany  of  the  right  to  take  fur-seals  in  the  island^  of  Saint  Paul  and 
int  George,  Alaska. 

rhe  inclosed  copy  is  furnished  for  your  use,  and  that  of  Special  Agent 
larles  Bryant. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv, 

J.  F.  HAETLEY, 

Acting  Sea'etary, 
Mr.  S.  N.  Buynitzky, 

Secretary's  Office,  Treasury  Department, 


No.  43. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D,  C,  July  14, 1871. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  is  received,  requesting,  for  reasons 
nein  stated,  a  reduction  of  the  stipulated  rent  of  the  islands  of  Saint 
,ul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  proportionate  with  the  number  of  seal- 
ins  actually  taken  from  such  islands  for  the  year  ending  May^l,  1871. 
[n  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  the  Department  has  concluded  to  take  no 
tion  in  the  matter,  until  a  report  shall  have  been  had  on  the  subject 
im  United  States  special  agent  in  charge  of  said  islands,  or  it  shall 
ve  had  an  opportunity  to  confer  with  him  in  regard  thereto. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
JoiiN  F.  Miller,  Esq., 
President  Alaska  Commet'cial  Company,  San  Francisco,  Cat. 


No.  44. 

Office  Special  Agency, 
Saint  PauVs  Island,  Alaskd,  July  15, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  island,  on 
3  11th  of  the  present  month,  of  the  bark  Cyane,  of  and  from  San 
ancisco  direct,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
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pany,  and  laden  with  supplies  for  this  station ;  said  bark  returns  vij 
Onalaska  and  other  stations,  and  will  take  no  fur-seal  skins.  I  hereb] 
acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  way  of  Kodiak,  of  Department  letter  appoint 
ing  SamuelFalconer  special  agent,  dated  December  28, 1870,  and  markec 
"H.  S.  V."  in  the  upper  left-hand  corner;  also,  an  accompanying  letter o 
instructions  in  connection  therewith,  dated  January  3, 1871,  and  market 
"O.  D.  M.^'in  the  left-hand  corner;  also,  twenty-five  blank  pay- vouchers 
I  herewith  inclose  a  duplicate  copy  of  certificate  of  fur  seal  skins  ship 
ped  per  steamer  Alexander  May  19, 1871. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Special  Ageiit  Treasury  Department 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  Treasury. 
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No.  45. 

Specul  Agent's  Office. 
Saint  Oeorge^s  Island^  August  3, 1871. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Alexande 
at  this  island  on  the  2d  instant,  bringing  a  cargo  of  all  needed  sapplie 
for  the  coming  winter. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  May  14, 1871,  the  harmonious  rela 
tions  heretofore  existing  between  the  natives  and  the  Government  au( 
company  have  continued  uninterrupted,  the  natives  having  worket 
faithfully  during  the  past  two  months  in  securing  skins  and  provision 
for  their  sustenance  next  winter ;  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that,  will 
the  cooperation  of  the  company's  agent,  Mr.  Brown,  I  have  sacceedet 
in  so  far  restricting  the  quantity  of  spirituous  liquor  brewed  by  then 
from  their  sugar  and  flour  rations  that  no  intoxication  has  been  maui 
fest. 

The  number  of  skins  secured  to  this  date  amounts  to  about  19,000,  o 
which  some  17,000  of  this  year's  catch  and  3,000  of  last  year's  will  be  a 
present  shipped  per  Alexander,  as  per  certificates  herewith  inclosed. 

Please  find  also  inclosed  certificates  for  20  cords  of  wood  turned  ovei 
to  the  natives  by  the  company  for  their  use,  in  accordance  with  tb< 
terms  of  the  lease,  and  for  a  full  supply  of  salmon  for  gratuitous  distri 
bution  during  the  winter. 

The  meteorological  record  has  been  kept  in  accordance  with  your  in 
structions,  and  returns  are  hereto  appended,  showing  an  average  tern 
perature  for  the  month  of  May,  380.32;  June,  40^.85 ;  and  July,  44^.09 
On  the  night  of  the  12th  ultimo,  two  sharp  flashes  of  lightning  were  ex 
perienced,  accompanied  by  thunder  and  heavy  rain ;  and  it  was  notice 
able  on  ttie  next  morning  the  bachelor  rookeries  were  nearly  deserted 
the  seals  having  gone  into  the  water ;  they,  however,  returned  daring 
the  day. 

The  school  which  was  supported  through  last  winter  has  been  sus 
pended  for  the  sealing-season,  but  will  be  again  opened  as  soon  as  i 
shall  seem  profitable  to  do  so. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  FALCONER, 

Special  Agent. 

Charles  Bryant,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  Treasury  Department^  Saint  PauVs  Island. 
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No.  46. 

Island  of  Saint  Paul,  Alaska  Ter., 

Augtist  10  J 1S71. 

SiE :  In  pnrsiiance  of  your  instructions  of  June  28, 1  took  passage 
1  the  steamer  Alexander,  which  left  ^an  Francisco  on  the  13th  of  July, 
ul  arrived  here  on  the  31st.  I  immediately  reported  for  duty  to  Capt. 
harles  Bryant,  and  was  detailed  by  him  on  the  following  day. to  the 
land  of  Saint  George,  w^here  I  remained  five  days,  returning  to  Saint 
aui's  on  the  6th  instant. 

As  Mr.  Bryant  has  concluded  to  avail  himself  of  ♦the  authority  given 
im  to  return  to  Washington,  and  to  leave  me  in  charge  of  the  seal 
lands,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  Department  such  facts  con- 
jrning  the  sealing  business  as  seem  to  me  to  require  an  immediate 
lodilication  of  the  law  regulating  the  same. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1870,  makes  it  unlawful  to  kill 
]y  fur-seals  except  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  September,  and  Octo- 
iv.  This  restriction  has  evidently  no  other  object  than  to  prevent  any 
illing  of  seals  at  a  time  when  the  hunting  of  these  animals  might  be 
rejudicial  to  the  existence  of  the  seal  rookeries ;  but,  probably,  owing 
•  inaccurate  information  at  the  disposal  of  the  framers  of  the  bill,  the 
[uits  of  time  are  erroneously  defined.  The  beginning  of  the  hunting- 
sason  ought  to  be  determined  by  the  condition  of  the  rookeries  at  each 
?ason  ;  that  is,  no  sealing  should  be  allowed  before  the  rookeries  are 
^finitely  settled,  which,  at  some  seasons,  happens  to  be  the  case  in  the 
onth  of  June,  but  mostly  in  May.  As  to  the  limitation  at  the  end  of 
le  season,  I  cannot  discover  any  particular  reason  therefor.    The  fact 

that  the  security  of  the  rookeries  depends  mainly  on  the  manner  of 
nnting,  and  but  partially  on  the  time.  All  restrictions  as  to  time, 
bile  failing  to  attain  the  object  in  view,  have  proven  prejuditial  to  the 
iceessful  carrying  on  of  the  sealing  business,  and  enta,iled  an  unneces- 
iry  loss  upon  the  Treasury,  and  a  grievous  hardship  upon  the  native 
opblation  of  the  islands. 

Owing  to  the  enormous  taxation  falling  in  the  shape  of  rental  and  of 
IX  proper  upon  the  sealing  business  under  the  present  lease  with  the 
laska  Commercial  Company,  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  same  had  to 
odergo  a  radical  change.  Formerly  every  skin  was  worth  taking  ;  at 
resent,  none  but  choice  furs  will  pay;  hence  the  necessity  of  beginning 
10  hunting  as  early  as  possible,  taking  very  few  skins  in  July,  none  in 
ugust,  few  in  September  and  first  half  of  October,  and  most  at  the 
ad  of  the  season,  when  the  furs,  which  are  very  poor  during  the  summer 
lonths,  have  become  rich  again  for  the  winter,  as  is  generally  the  case 
ith  all  fur-bearing  animals.  The  number  of  working-days  being  neces- 
irily  limited  at  any  season  by  the  peculiar  requirements  of  the  seal- 
anting,  with  respect  to  weather  and  directions  of  winds,  and  the  num- 
er  of  seals  to  be  taken  from  any  one  drove  extremely  restricted  by  the 
sigencies  of  the  market  and  the  difficulty  in  selecting  the  proper  victims, 
i  is  next  to  impossible  to  prepare  a  large  number  of  good  skins  within 
le  limits  of  time  prescribed  by  the  law  without  exhausting  the  work- 
ig-energies  of  the  population. 

In  addition  to  the  advantages  above  stated,  a  great  difficulty  arises  from 
lie  change  which  occurred  in  the  tone  of  the  foreign  market  since  the  ces- 
ion  of  Alaska  to  the  United  States.  The  Russian  company  used  the  con- 
ract  with  the  London  firms  for  a  certain  number  of  seal-skins  of  average 
uality,  to  be  delivered  on  payment  of  a  certain  sum  in  bulk.    At  pres- 
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eiit  tbe  seal-skins  are  taken  in  London  at  so  much  apiece,  according  to 
their  size  and  the  quality  of  the  fur,  so  that  seal-skins  have  been,  for 
instance,  sold  last  year  in  London  in;a  dozen  categories,  ranging  in  prices 
from  55  down  to  7  shillings  apiece,  but  few  skins  being  classified  in  the 
higher  and  the  greater  number  in  the  lower  categories ;  thus  the  aver- 
age price  obtained  last  year  did  not  fully  amount  to  20  sbillings  perskfn. 
Under  the  existing  circumstances,  it  is  evident  that  the  sealing  business 
cannot  be  successfully  carried  on  without  the  utmost  exertion  on  tbe 
part  oftheoflficersofthegovernmentandtheagents  of  the  company  forthe 
establishment  of  anew  system,  which  certainly  interferes  with  all  foraier 
notions  and  hai/its  of  the  natives,  and  creates  the  necessity  of  a  training 
altogether  novel  to  them.  However  successful  may  be  such  traiaing, 
no  completely  satisfactory  results  may  be  attained  without  the  imme- 
diate removal  of  the  existing  restrictions  as  to  the  time  of  sealing. 

Coming  to  the  results  of  this  year's  season,  I  take  pleasure  in  stating, 
to  the  honor  of  all  parties  concerned,  that  they  have  done  better  thin 
might  have  been  expected  under  the  difficulties  described  above,  tke 
number  of  skins  reported  for  tax  this  season  being  over  sixty  thousand, 
(60,000.) 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  N.  BUYNITZKY, 

Clerk. 


No.  47. 


Special  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  George^ s  Island^  A.  T.,  August  oth^  1871 

This  certifies  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  this  day 
shipped  per  steamer  "Alexander,"  from  this  island  for  San  Franosco, 
three  thousand  fur-seal  skins  of  last  year's  catch,  and  sixteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  fur-seal  skins  of  this  year's  catch  ;  iii  all 
nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  skins. 

SAMUEL  FALCONER, 
S2)€cial  Agent  Treasury  Department, 


No.  48. 

Office  Special  Agency, 
Saint  PauVs  Island^  Alaska,  August  11, 1871. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  this  day 
shipped  per  steamer  "  Alexander,"  for  San  Francisco  from  Saint  PauPs 
Island,  forty-one  thousand  and  eighty  (41,080)  fur-seal  skins  of  this 
year's  catch,  and  three  hundred  (300)  fur-seal  skins  in  bundles,  taken 
April  28, 1870. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Special  Agent  Treas.  Dept 
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Headquarters  Special  Agency, 
Saint  rauVa  Island,  AhiaJca,,  August  11,  1871. 
on.  GEOEaE  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury': 
I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  cm-tiflcate  to  collector 
customs  at  San  Francisco,  of  shipment  of  fur-seal  skins,  per  steamer 
Alexander,"  this  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BEY  ANT, 
Special  Agent  Treas,  Bept. 


No.  50. 

Custom- House,  Sitka, 
District  of  Alaska,  Collector's  Office, 

September  23, 1871. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
th  of  July  last, advising  me  that  "  information  has  reached  the  Depart- 
?nt  that  several  parties  at  this  port  are  permitted  to  land  and  receive 
irituous  liquors,  afld  also  that  a  brewery  has  been  established  at  Sitka, 
r  the  manufacture  of  beer;"  and  directing  me  to  inform  the  Depart- 
pTit  whether  the  above  information  is  true. 

rhis  letter  was  received  at  this  office  on  the  14th  of  August  last,  but 
ing  absent  at  the  time,  at  Kodiak  and  Ounalaska,  which  ports  I  visited 
otiicial  business,  and  having  only  returned  to  this  place  the  day  before 
sterday,  I  have  been  unable  to  rei)ly  to  it  until  now. 
Whoever  gave  tbe  information  that  several  parties  had  been  permit- 
(1  to  land  and  receive  spirituous  liquors  at  this  or  any  other  port  in 
is  district,  for  sale  or  trade,  made  a  statement  which  he  must  have 
own  to  be  false.  It  was  no  doubt  made  by  some  law-breaker  who  had 
J  liquors  seized  by  me,  and  who  now  feels  sore  about  the  matter, 
rhe  only  instance  when  distilled  liquor  was  allowed  to  be  landed  here 
'  purposes  of  trade,  was  in  the  case  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Fuller,  of  this  place, 
d  the  circumstances  under  which  this  landing  was  permitted  are  as 
lows  :  Mr.  Fuller,  who  is  also  the  postmaster,  keeps  a  drug-store,  and 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  him,  in  order  to  carry  on  his  business, 
have  a  small  supply  of  alcohol  to  make  his  tinctures  and  other  prepa- 
;ions  with,  I  allowed  him  to  send  for  such  supplies  as  he  might,  from 
le  to  time,  require.  Mr.  Fuller  never  ordered  any  alcohol  without  first 
tifying  me  of  it  •,  and  that  the  privilege  thus  granted  him  has  not  been 
used,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  the  last  twelve  months  he  has 
ly  received  about  five  gallons,  part  of  which  he  has  still  on  hand. 
L  do  not  think  that  the  Department  will  consider  this  a  violation  of 
3  spirit  of  its  instructions,  or  the  executive  orders.  A  drug-store  is 
absolute  necessity  in  a  community,  but  it  cannot  be  carried  on  if  the 
pply  of  alcohol  is  entirely  cut  off. 

[  have  permitted  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  send  for,  and 
id  at  this  port,  wines  and  liquors  in  limited  quantities,  for  their  otcn 
•sonal  use;  and  in  connection  with  this  would  respectfully  refer  to  my 
ter  upon  the  subject,  of  October  6, 1870,  wherein  I  said,  "The  officers 
the  Army  and  Navy  stationed  at  this  place  have  inquired  of  me 
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the  recent  iustructions  will  prevent  thein  from  Bending  for  a  limited 
quantity  of  wine  for  their  own  private  use.  I  have  told  them  that  I  did 
not  think  tbat  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  deprive  them 
of  their  table-wines,  and  that  if  they  wonld  certify,  on  honor,  that  the 
wines  sent  for  were  for  their  own  personal  and  private  use,  in  my  opin- 
ion no  objection  would  be  made.  Please  direct  me  on  this  point.  I  am 
desirous  to  carry  out  your  orders  to  the  very  letter,  and  all  1  ask  is  to 
be  fully  instructed."  As  no  answer  was  received  to  this  letter,  the  infer- 
ence was  that  the  Department  approved  of  my  course,  and,  as  above 
stated,  permission  was  given  to  these  officers  to  receive  such  small  quan- 
tities of  wine,  &c.,  as  they  needed  for  their  own  use. 

With  these  two  exceptions  there  has  never  been  any  distilled  liquor 
allowed  to  be  landed ;  on  the  contrary,  all  liquors  that  could  be  discov- 
ered have  been  seized  and  disposed  of  under  instructions  from  your  De- 
partment. Wines,  ale,  and  porter  have  been  taken  possession  of,  are 
now  kept  by  me,  and  will  only  be  delivered  to  their  owners  when  these 
parties  are  ready  to  comply  with  your  orders  and  ship  the  same  out  of 
the  district. 

In  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  brewery  at  this  place  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  beer,  I  would  again  quote  from  my  report  of  October  9th, 
1870 :  "  I  have  also  to  report  that  there  are,  and  have  been  for  over  two 
years,  two  breweries  in  active  operation  at  this  place.  I  can  find  no  law 
authorizing  me  to  interfere  with  them,  especially  as  it  is  a  doubtful  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  lager-beer  is  an  intoxicating  drink.  But  the  internal- 
revenue  tax  ought  certainly  to  be  paid  on  the  beer  irftule.  Special  Agent 
Wicker  has  called  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  this  matter,  but 
as  that  officer  left  the  Territory  on  the  4th  of  February  last,  it  is  not 
known  what  instructions  he  received  in  reference  thereto."  As  no  an- 
swer was  received  to  this  report,  I  did  not  feel  authorized  to  take  any 
steps  in  the  matter,  for  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that,  if  the  De- 
partment wished  me  to  interfere  with  the  maliufacture  of  beer,  instruc- 
tions would  have  been  issued  me.  These  two  breweries  have  since  been 
consolidated  into  one,  which  has  been  and  is  now  in  active  operation. 
It  does  seem  somewhat  strange  that  this  state  of  things  should  be  per- 
mitted to  continue.  Under  your  instructions  I  have  as  above  stated,  and 
repeatedly,  reported  before  taking  possession  of  all  ale  and  porter  im- 
ported from  other  places,  while  right  here  beer  is  made  and  sold  in  un- 
limited quantities.  The  public  papers  (Alaska  Herald,  San  Francisco 
Chronicle,  New  York  Ilerald,  &c.)  have  taken  up  the  case,  and  as  they 
cannot  understand  my  actions  in  preventing  malt  liquors  made  at  San 
Francisco  from  being  landed  in  this  district,  while  at  the  same  time  any 
amount  of  it  is  being  made  here  at  Sitka,  and  no  steps  taken  to  prevent 
it,  have  charged  me  with  being  personally  interested  in  the  brew- 
ery at  this  place.  That  such  is  not  the  case  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  assure  you. 

I  would  again  call  your  special  attention  to  my  letter  of  October  6, 
1870,  bearing  upon  all  these  matters,  and  the  recommendations  therein 
contained. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  RAPUS, 

Collector^  &c, 

Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  ih3  Treasury^  Washington,  2>.  0. 
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No.  51. 

San  Francisco,  October  20, 1871. 
Sib  :  Intending  to  establish  a  trading  station  at  or  near  Fort  Yukon, 
1  Alaska,  and  being  informed  that  the  military  department  of  the 
acific  had  jurisdiction  over  and  control  of  the  buildings  owned  by  the 
nited  States  at  that  place,  we  had  the  honor  to  address  a  letter  to 
[ajor-General  Schofield,  (copy  inclosed,)  in  which  we  proposed  to  occupy 
le  buildings  as  lessees  of  the  Government,  at  a  nominal  rent,  acting  as 
ie  agents  of  the  United  States,  to  take  care  of  the  same. 
General  Schofield  having  referred  our  letter  to  the  honorable  Secre- 
iry  of  War,  we  have  been  favored  with  a  reply,  (copy  inclosed,)  in 
hich  w^e  understand  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  disclaim  any 
)ntrol  or  jurisdiction  over  Yukon,  and  he  refers  us  to  the  honorable 
ecretary  of  the  Treasury. 

We  beg  therefore  to  submit  our  application  to  the  consideration  of 
16  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  propose  further  that 
30uld  the  honorable  Secretary  i}refer  to  sell  the  buildings  mentioned, 
e  will  become  the  purchasers  at  a  fair  valuation. 
If  the  sale  of  the  buildings  is  deemed  inexpedient,  we  respectfully 
jquest  permission  to  occupy  the  same  upon  such  terms  and  conditions 
s  the  honorable  Secretary  may  deem  proper. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

iiutchi:nson,  kohl  &  co. 

Hon.  Geo.  S.  BotrxwELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Ko.  52. 

Fairhaven,  Mass.,  Novem'jer  10, 1871. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  Saint  Paul  Island, 
ilaska  Territory,  on  the  31st  of  July  last  past,  the  Alaska  Commercial 
'ompany's  steamer  Alexander,  from  San  Francisco,  having  on  board  as 
assengers  Stephen  N.  Buynitzky,  esq.,  a  clerk  of  the  Department,  with 
ithority  to  take  charge  of  the  island,  and  allow  me  to  report  for  duty 
I  the  Atlantic  States,  and  now  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 
For  the  details  of  my  administration  from  the  time  of  my  taking 
large  of  the  seal-islands,  July  10,  1870,  until  the  departure  of  the 
laska  Commercial  Company's  steamer  Constantine,  October  19  of  the 
ime  year,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  former  reports,  dated  July  14  and 
ctober  19,  respectively. 

The  sealing  season  had  so  nearly  expired  at  that  time  that  only  1,600 
?als  were  taken  for  their  skins.  November  2,  about  four  inches  of  snow 
ill,  and  it  became  sufficiently  cold  for  the  purpose.  The  natives  com- 
lenced  taking  their  supply  of  winter  food,  and  completed  it  the  11th 
'  the  same  month,  taking  in  all  2,800  young  seals.  These  were  obtained 
Y  driving  the  females  with  their  young  to  the  uplands,  where  the  pups 
re  caught  and  examined,  mjiles  only  being  selected  for  this  i)uri)ose, 
hen  the  others  are  allowed  to  return  to  the  rookery,  and  those  selected 
re  driven  to  the  village  and  slaughtered ;  after  which  the  chiefs  appor- 
ou  to  each  family  their  part.  Some  are  preserved  by  salting  ;  others 
ispend  them  on  poles,  allowing  them  to  freeze,  and  are  so  preserved 
)r  eating  fresh.  These  pups  at  this  time  are  four  months  old,  and  weigh, 
a  the  average,  36 J  pounds.    Their  skins  have  no  commercial  value.- 
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The  principal  occupation  of  the  natives  during  the  winter  months  is 
hunting  foxes,  which  abound  in  large  numbers  on  the  island,  for  their 
skins  for  sale,  and  shooting  such  small  game  for  food  as  can  be  found  at 
that  time  of  year.  The  present  year  the  company  have  paid  premiums 
to  the  parties  getting  the  three  highest  numbers,  and  under  this  stimu- 
lant 1,400  were  taken  during  the  months  of  ^November,  December,  Jan- 
uary, and  February. 

During  the  holidays,  from  Christmas  to  Lent,  there  was  much  drunk- 
enness from  beer,  made  by  fermenting  sugar  and  flour  together.  The 
evil  became  so  great  that  it  became  necessary  to  restrict  the  sale  to  a 
bare  ration,  suflQcient  for  their  tea,  and  even  then  so  strong  was  their 
appetite  that  they  would  associate  together  and  save  their  small  allow- 
ance until  enough  could  be  had  to  have  a  holiday,  as  they  term  it.  This 
was  especially  the  case  on  birth  and  saints'  days.  Fortunately,  it  does 
not  make  them  quarrelsome.  I  was  twice  necessitated  to  interpose  my 
authority  to  prevent  disturbance  among  the  natives,  and  once  a  diffi- 
culty occurred  between  the  first  chief,  when  drunk,  and  one  of  the  em- 
pl03'6s  of  the  company,  which  led  to  some  dissatisfaction  among  the 
people,  but  was  amicably  arranged.  There  is  no  authority  in  the  native 
government  or  provision  for  punishing  crime,  other  than  the  church  .by 
penance,  and  this  seems  insufficient  for  this  kind  of  misdemeanor.  It 
would  seem  worthy  of  consideration  whether  authority  should  ^ot  be 
given  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  island  to  impose  small  fines  in  these 
cases  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  poor. 

The  only  possible  place  where  a  school  could  be  accommodated  was 
the  dining-room  of  the  employes  of  the  company,  and  that  could  be  had 
only  two  hours  each  afternoon.  As  early  as  practicable  a  school  was 
opened,  and  both  parents  and  children  were  deeply  interested  in  its 
success.  It  was  attended  by  twenty -nine  scholars  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen,  the  average  attendance  being  95  per  cent.  All  learned 
the  alphabet,  and  many  to  read  simple  sentences,  but  great  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  enabling  them  to  understand  the  meaning,  their 
Isolated  condition  being  unfavorable  to  the  development  of  ideas,  and 
it  was  found  that  the  only  effective  method  was  object-teaching,  for 
which  there  existed  a  scant  supply  of  material.  The  school  had  to  be 
closed  in  April,  and,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  many  attending  during 
the  sealing  season,  it  had  not  been  resumed.  At  the  time  of  my  leaving, 
(August  15,)  a  large  building  was  being  fitted  expressly  tor  the  school, 
and  a  place  for  the  people  to  assemble. 

The  past  winter  has  been  the  most  severe  in  long-continued  cold 
weather  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  island.  On  the 
5th  of  February  large  bodies  of  drift-ice  came  down  from  the  north, 
enveloping  the  island  on  all  sides,  and  did  not  finally  disappear  until 
May,  a  period  of  ninety  days.  Although  no  considerable  ice  formed 
along  the  shores  of  the  island,  huge  sheets  of  this  drift-ice,  three  or 
four  feet  thick,  were  pushed  by  the  tide  high  on  the  rocks,  and  re- 
mained obstructing  the  rookeries  until  late  in  June,  before  melting. 
Owing  to  this  cause  the  seals  were  a  month  later  than  usual  in  landfng, 
and  many  landed  in  a  crippled  condition^  exhibiting  evidence  of  having 
suffered  injury  in  washing  through  the  large  bodies  of  ice  to  the  south 
of  the  island. 

May  15, 1871,  the  Alaska  Oommercial  Company's  steamer  Alexander 
arrived  from  San  Francisco,  having  on  board  the  general  agent  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  a  number  of  employes  of  the  com- 
pany, to  reside  permanently  on  the  island.  The  steamer  had  also  as 
passengers,  the  Busso-Greek  bishop  from  San  Francisco,  with  his  attend- 
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ts,  making  a  parochial  visit,  and  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of 
e  people.  The  steamer  having  touched  at  Saint  George,  in  accordance 
th  verbal  orders  given  him  by  me,  Special  Agent  Samuel  Falconer, 
[].,  came  to  confer  with  me  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  that  island.  The 
?amer  brought  all  needful  supplies  and  materials  for  conducting  the 
siness  of  taking  seal-skins.  These  were  landed,  and  a  small  number 
seal-skins  shipped,  (3,448,  as  per  certificate  dated  May  19,;1871.)  The 
earner  sailed  on  the  19th  for  San  Francisco.  "        '■   ■  --   ] 

A  small  number  of  seal  were  taken  for  food  during  the  month  of  May, 
d  the  skins  salted. 

June  1,  the  seals  being  present  in  sufficient  numbers,  the  company 
nmenced  taking  skins.  This  employed  all  the  natives  steadily,  the 
rking-force  of  the  island  being  just  sufficient  to  perform  the  work  in 
3  given  time. 

June  11,  the  company's  bark  Cyane  arrived  from  San  Francisco,  laden 
th  lumber,  wood,  and  salt  for  the  island. 

Chere  were  several  families  residing  on  the  island  who  came  here  in 
5  employ  of  the  former  Kussian  fur  company,  from  the  island  of 
►diak.  At  the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  territory,  four  of  these 
itracted  to  work  in  the  employ  of  Williams  &  Havens,  of  New  Lon- 
a,  Connecticut,  to  be  returned  by  them  to  Kodiak  at  the  end  of  the 
iling  season  of  1869.  It  not  being  convenient  for  the  agent  of  Will- 
is &  Havens  to  do  this,  they  agreed  with  him  to  cancel  said  con- 
ct,  and  received  one  hundred  dollars  each  instead  of  the  conveyance 
Kodiak,  and  have  since  resided  on  the  island,  sharing  with  the  other 
lives  in  the  labor  and  proceeds  of  the  sealing  business.  As  the  bark 
ane  was  to  return  by  way  of  Kodiak,  and  the  agent  gave  them  per- 
ssion  to  take  passage,  four  families  availed  themselves  of  it.  These 
itained  eight  adults  and  five  children. 

Che  bark  having  landed  her  supplies,  sailed  again  on  the  16th  for 
\i  Francisco,  via  Onalaska  and  Kodiak,  and  the  sealing  was  continued 
til  July  31. 

fuly  31,  steamer  Alexander  arrived  from  San  Francisco  with  the  sup- 
?s  for  the  ensuing  winter.  After  landing  part  of  her  cargo  August 
be  steamer  visited  the  island  of  Saint  George  to  land  supplies  and  take 
board  skins;  Stephen  N.  Buynitzky,  acting  under  verbal  orders  from 
,  taking  passage  on  her  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  Samuel  Fal- 
ler  a  letter  of  appointment  as  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
nt,  also  a  letter  of  instructions  from  myself,  a  copy  of  which,  with  a 
)y  of  his  report  on  the  condition  of  that  island,  I  herewith  inclose, 
['here  are  on  the  islands  a  population  of  370  natives,  so  called ;  these 
t  about  one-half  pure  Aleutian  blood,  the  other  half  of  Creole  blood  ; 
several  the  foreign  element  predominates.  They  have  a  well-organ- 
d  system  of  government,  under  chiefs  of  their  own  election,  subject 
removal  at  the  will  of  the  people,  whenever  they  choose.  Those  now 
ing  have  done  so  for  three  years,  and  are  very  efficient  men.  These 
^rcise  a  kind  of  patriarchal  supervision  over  the  affairs  of  the  whole 
)ple,  but  possess  no  power  to  enforce  their  authority  beyond  the 
)ression  of  their  will.  This  meets  all  their  wants  as  a  simple  commu- 
y,  but  there  sometimes  arise  contingencies  when  this  is  insufficient, 
I  he  proceeds  of  the  sealing  business  are  a  common  property,  shared 
all,  and  all  are  expected  to  participate  in  the  labor. 
5ometiaie-',  when  delivering  skins  to  ships,  some  are  disposed  to  shirk 
'ir  duty  for  apparently  frivolous  reasons.  In  such  cases  I  have  felt 
led  on  to  exercise  my  authority.  There,  too,  is  always  a  liability  of 
ferences  arising  between  natives  and  the  employes  of  the  company  t 
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which  call  for  the  exercise  of  judicial  powers.  These  make  it  worth 
while  to  consider  how  far  the  resident  officer  should  be  empowered  to 
act  in  cases  where  an  appeal  to  the  Department  would  require  a  year  to 
get  a  decision. 

The  population  of  Saint  Paul  is  249;  that  of  Saint  George,  127;  this 
is  somewhat  unequal  in  proportion  to  the  labor  and  proceeds  of  the  seal- 
ing  business,  Saint  Paul  having  two-thirds  of  the  population,  with 
three-fourths  of  the  labor  and  proceeds ;  but  this  will  probably  be  equal- 
ized by  the  removal  of  some  of  the  people  from  Saint  George  to  Saint 
Paul. 

The  population  of  both  islands,  except  the  chiefs,  who  live  in  wooden 
houses  of  their  own,  are  living  in  underground  houses  built  of  turf, 
containing  three  compartments ;  an  outer  one,  where  in  an  open  space 
the  cooking  is  done,  with  blubber  for  fuel ;  a  middle  one,  half  wash-room 
and  half  out-house;  an  inner  one,  not  larger  than  ten  by  twelve,  lighted 
by  a  single  sash.  Not  half  of  these  have  wooden  floors  or  ceilings. 
Here,  crowded  together,  without  ventilation,  to  keep  themselves  warm 
as  they  best  can  by  animal  heat  during  long,  tedious  winters,  sicknej^s 
necessarily  prevails ;  and  without  means  to  struggle  against  or  for  com- 
fort, their  average  life  is  shortened,  and  its  later  years  full  of  pain  and 
suflfering,  while  full  half  the  infanta,  for  want  of  care,  do  not  live  to  six 
months.  And  this,  where  the  experience  of  the  military  and  civil  offi- 
cers and  employes  of  the  company  demonstrates  the  climate  to  be 
especially  favorable  to  robust  health.  I  would  most  respectfully  ask,  in 
behalf  of  these  people,  that  application  be  made  to  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  to  furnish  material  to  build  small  wooden  houses  above 
ground.  There  are  native  carpenters  sufficiently  skillful  to  do  all  the 
labor.  All  that  would  be  necessary  is  to  furnish  the  yiaterial  at  the 
islands,  and  place  it  in  charge  of  the  Government  officer,  who  could  see 
to  its  proper  disposal  and  use.  Such  material  would  cost  at  the  island 
five  hundred  dollars  per  house,  and  the  number  required  would  be  ou 
Saint  Paul  forty,  and  Saint  George  twenty.  The  company  propose  build- 
ing such  houses  and  allow  the  natives  to  live  in  them,  but  refuse  to  sell 
the  lumber  or  houses  to  them,  being  averse  to  the  natives  acquiring  any 
right  or  title  to  such  property  on  the  island.  This,  for  obvious  reasons, 
ought  not  to  be.  The  natives  are  already  more  than  sufficiently  depend- 
ent on  the  company,  and  ought  not  to  hold  their  houses  at  the  will  of 
the  resident  agent.  Congress,  by  leasing  their  island  and  taxing  its 
only  industry,  the  seal  fishery,  so  heavily  as  to  preclude  the  company's 
being  liberal,  owe  it  to  them  to  see  that  they  have  every  reasonable 
comfort,  and  are  fully  protected  in  their  rights.  It  is  doubtful  whether, 
without  the  right  of  ownership  in  their  houses,  they  can  be  induced  U) 
change  their  confirmed  habits,  so  as  to  secure  the  necessary  conditions 
of  cleanliness  and  comfort  desirable  for  their  better  health.  Some  method 
might  be  adopted  by  which  they  might  repay  the  outlay  for  their  hoases, 
as  the  proceeds  of  the  seal  fishery,  $30,000  on  Saint  Paul,  and  S10,000  on 
Saint  George,  annually  paid  by  the  company,  is  amply  sufficient,  with 
proper  economy,  for  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  conveniencies  of 
civilization. 

In  my  report  to  the  Department,  dated  October  19, 1870, 1  had  the 
honor  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  certain  exigencies 
existing  under  the  new  arrangement  of  affairs  at  the  islands.  One  was 
that  a  suitable  building  be  erected  on  each  island  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Government  officers,  they  being  now  dependent  on  the  com- 
pany, whose  means  are  limited  for  their  own  employes.  Another  was 
that  a  physician  be  allowed  for  each  island  and  paid  by  the  Government, 
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[1  a  suitable  buildiQg  erected  for  their  accommodation.  Should  this 
granted,  I  would  suggest  that  one  building  be  erected  for  both  pur- 
ees, as  less  expensive.  The  other  was  that  an  additional  officer  be 
3wed  each  island,  and  this  I  deem  important  for  the  following  rea- 
ls :  The  interests  of  the  Government  are  too  great  to  be  left  depend- 
:.on  the  health  of  a  single  officer,  the  great  distance  and  infrequent 
nmunication  rendering  it  liable  that  a  whole  year  might  elapse  before 
^  information  could  be  transmitted  and  the  want  supplied.  Another, 
1  equally  important,  is  that  the  nature  of  the  business  is  such  that  the 
[uired  knowledge  necessary  to  keep  the  Government  informed  of  its 
idition  in  advance  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  residence  on  the  island, 
least  one  year,  and  by  careful  observation  comparing  one  year  with 
)ther ;  nor  can  it  be  imparted  to  another,  unless  on  the  ground,  and, 
the  event  of  a  change  of  officers,  the  experience  of  the  one  leaving 
uld  be  lost  to  the  Government. 

rhe  whole  number  of  seals  taken  during  the  year  1869,  as  ascertained 
actual  account  on  their  delivery  in  July,  1870,  was  : 

Saint  PauVs  Island 60,992 

Saint  George's  Island 24,909 

Total 85,901 

Seals  killed  during  the  year  1870. 
On  Saint  Paul's  Island  : 

m  April  28  to  July  1 - 3,988 

y  1  to  October  9,  salted 6.449 

i  skins  not  salted 278 

ober  9  to  November  30,  salted 1,597 

;  skins  not  salted 202 

mg  seals  killed  for  winter  supply  of  food 2, 800 

Total 15,314 

Saint  George's  Island : 

vious  to  July  1 1,799 

y  1  to  October  10 » 4,987 

ober  10  to  close  of  the  season 473 

)8  for  winter  supply 1,200 

8, 459 

Grand  total  for  1870 23,773 

Skins  taken  during  th^  present  seasoHj  1871,  up  to  July  31. 

On  Saint  Paul's : 

7,  for  native  food 418 

le 20,042 

y 24,705 

\>  skins  rejected 335 

45, 503 
nt  George's  Island,  as  per  report  of  special  agent,  Samuel  Falconer,  up  to 
uly  31 17,000 

Total  on  both  islands  up  to  July  31,  1871 62,503 

Beside  the  above,  1  per  cent,  should  be  allowed  for  loss  by  heating 
lile  driving  and  otherwise ;  this  will  cover  all  seals  killed  at  the  islands. 
During  the  interval  between  July  1,  the  date  of  the  act  authorizing  the 
fcse  and  its  promulgation  at  the  islands  October  10,  there  were  killed 
Saint  PauPs,  6,449,  and  on  Saint  George's,  4,987  animals  for  food  for 
6  natives.  These  were  mostly  one-year-old  seals,  and  their  skins  are 
tof  prime  value.   Of  these,  there  were  reserved  in  accordance  with 
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the  plans  stated  in  my  report  of  July  14, 1870,  and  salted  on  Government 
account,  on  Saint  Paul's,  2,040,  and  on  Saint  George,  1,500  skins.  These 
are  the  same  mentioned  in  my  report  of  May  19, 1871,  the  necessary  order 
for  the  shipiiient  of  which  (uiscarried  by  mail,  and  1  only  received  tbe 
certified  copy  at  the  date  of  my  leaving  the  island,  when  no  opportunity 
occurred  for  shipping  them,  the  steamer  being  loaded  to  her  fullest  capa- 
city  with  skins  belonging  to  her  owners.  The  remainder  of  these  skins 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company ;  not  being  worth 
the  tax,  are  left  on  the  islands. 

Skins  damaged  by  cutting  have  always  sold  at  half  price  in  market 
and  the  same  rates  been  paid  for  them  at  the  salt  house.  Since  the  leas- 
ing, they  not  being  considered  worth  the  tax,  have  been  rejected  by  the 
company.  This  has  resulted  in  no  loss,  aS  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  foregoing  statement.  Formerly  the  average  of  cut  skins  eqaaled 
6  per  cent,  of  the  wtiole;  since  their  rejection  the  average  has  decreased 
to  three-fourths  of  one  per  cent. 
About  six  thousand  gallons  of  oil  have  been  rendered,  at  a  cost  of  2o 
•  cents  per  gallon,  by  allowing  the  natives  G  cents  per  gallon  for  skinnin;? 
and  carrying  the  blubber  to  the  place  of  rendering — x  compensation 
scarcely  in  proportion  to  the  labor,  as  the  saving  of  the  oil  doubles  the 
skinning  and  carrying.  The  cost  of  rendering,  25  cents,  added  to  the 
tax,  65  cents,  makes  a  total  of  80  cents  per  gallon  at  the  island,  while 
the  market  value  is  less  than  50  cents.  Jt  must  be  obvious  no  compauy 
can  afford  to  incur  the  expense  necessary  for  carrying  on  a  busJDess 
involving  such  positive  loss.  In  my  opinion,  no  great  revenue  can  be 
derived  from  taxing  the  oil,  and  as  the  natives  are  the  parties  most  to 
be  benefited  by  its  saving  by  us,  its  affording  an  additional  industry  to 
their  island,  I  would  suggest  that  in  place  of  a  revenue  tax  there  be 
established  a  regulation  fixing  a  stipulated  price,  say  20  cents  per 
gallon,  to  be  paid  by  the  com[)any  to  the  natives  for  all  the  oil  shipped 
from  the  island.  This  would  leave  a  margin  sufficient  to  pay  tbe  cost 
of  rendering  and  shipping.  In  this  way  about  fifty  thousand  gallons  of 
oil  may  be  obtained  annually  above  or  oyer  what  blubber  is  required  by 
the  natives  for  fuel.  The  proceeds  of  this  would  enable  them  to  pnr- 
chase  wood  or  coal  to  warm  their  houses  in  winter.  The  blubber,  beinj; 
entirely  unfitted  for  that  purpose,  is  now  burned  in  an  out-house  for 
cooking  only,  the  sixty  cords  of  wood  now  annually  distributed  amoag 
them  being  insufficient  for  baking  purposes. 

The  breeding  rookeries,  so  called,  are  the  rocky  shores,  selected  by 
the  old  males  for  that  purpose.  They  are  of  variable  length,  from  one- 
eighth  of  a  mile  to  three  miles  in  length,  and  from  five  to  fifty  rods  in 
width,  separated  from  each  other  by  intervals  of  sand  beach,  from  a  few- 
rods  to  six  miles  in  length.  The  old  males  land  early  on  these  places, 
an<l  prevent  any  but  females  occupying  them  with  themselves.  All 
the  other  classes,  with  those  selected  for  killing,  occupy  the  uplands 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  these.  It  is  claimed  by  the  natives  that  the 
seals  return  invariably  the  second  year  to  their  places  of  birth,  and,  when 
not  too  often  disturbed  by  driving,  continue  to  do  so.  This  is  importaut, 
as  will  appear,  and  I  have  instituted  experiments  to  determine  the  fact, 
by  having  one  hundred  male  pups  selected  before  they  leave,  and  marke<l 
by  cutting  off  the  right  ear,  on  a  rookery  oue  mile  north  of  the  village, 
and  a  like  number  with  the  left  ear,  on  a  rookery  to  south  of  villa«re. 
This  has  been  done  for  two  years,  and  next  year  the  first  will  be  old 
enough  to  be  taken.  The  seals  occupy  the  southeast  and  southwest 
shores  of  the  island,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles.  For  convenience, 
and  to  save  long  driving,  three  salt-houses  have  been  built^one  at  the 
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Ilage,  one  five  miles  west  of  that  point,  and  one  at  northeast  point, 
elve  miles  distant.  It  being  more  convenient  to  take  and  ship  skins 
)m  the  village,  the  tendency  is  to  kill  an  undue  proportion  of  the 
lole  number  to  be  taken  from  the  island  from  the  adjacent  rookeries, 
lich  contain  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  number.  To  do  this  necessi- 
tes  their  being  driven  at  too  short  intervals  from  the  same  places,  so 
at  those  driven  to  the  killing-ground,  and  allowed^  to  return  to  the 
Iter  as  unfit  for  present  use,  do  not  return  to  their  old  places,  but 
ift  to  more  distant  parts  of  the  island.  This  has  been  the  effect  from 
e  season  of  18G8,  as  over  one-half  the  skins  taken  each  year  have  been 
)ra  these  places.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  a  regulation  be  estab- 
hed,  requiring  the  seals  to  be  taken  from  all  the  rookeries  in  such 
iraber  as  the  size  of  the  rookery  bears  to  the  whole  on  the  island. 
The  breeding  males  and  females  occupy  the  same  ground,  from  year 
year,  without  leaving  their  places  until  the  end  of  July,  and  no  other 
isses  mix  with  them.  These  have  clearly-defined  boundaries,  entirely 
parate  from  the  grounds  occupied  by  the  classes  driven  for  killing, 
d  are  never  disturbed  by  it. 

As  these  are  the  sources  that  produce  the  supply,  and  the  age  at 
lich  most  of  them  are  killed  is  three  years,  their  condition  will  fur- 
sh  a  standard  by  which  to  estimate  the  product  three  years  in  ad- 
nce.  A  careful  comparison  of  their  condition  the  present  year,  1871, 
th  those  of  1869  and  1870,  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  females 
e  present  year  equal  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the  two  former  years,  which 
owed  a  gradual  increase.  This  might  indicate  a  necessity  for  restrict- 
^  the  number  to  be  taken,  were  it  not  for  the  excess  of  1870,  which 
11  compensate  the  deficiency  for  one  year ;  but  should  two  successive 
ars  of  decrease  follow,  it  will  be  different.    This  decrease  is  the  same 

the  rookeries  where  no  seals  havia  been  taken  since  1868  as  those 
at  have  been  worked  continuously.  Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of 
is  decrease,  I  am  sure  it  must  be  looked  for  outside  of  the  islands,  a 
riod  of  the  year  in  which  we  have  little  or  no  positive  knowledge  of 
eir  habits.  Sufficient  search  has  been  made  for  their  winter  abodes,, 
th  a  view  to  taking  their  skins,  to  prove  they  do  not  land  in  any  con- 
lerable  numbers  on  any  known  land.  They  begin  to  leave  the  islands 
rly  in  October,  and  by  the  middle  of  December  have  all  left,  and  none 
e  seen  again  until  April  or  May.  A  few  hundred,  mostly  young  pups, 
e  taken  by  the  Indians  around  Sitka,  twelve  hundred  miles  east  of 
e  islands,  during  the  month  of  December,  and  again  in  March,  on 
eir  way  returning  to  the  islands,  and,  in  February,  off  the  coast  of 
ritish  Columbia,  but  in  such  small  numbers  as  to  make  no  appreciable 
fference  to  the  immense  number  that  visit  the  islands  annually.  This 
about  all  that  is  known  positively  of  their  winter  habits.  It  is  evi- 
nt  that  sharks  or  other  voracious  fish  prey  on  the  young  pups,  while 
the  water,  from  the  fact  that  of  more  than  a  million  pups,  annually 
aving  the  islands,  not  one-third  return  to  them  in  spring. 
The  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  seals  in  the  spring  varies  with  the  sea- 
n,  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  of  May,  and  they  are  present 

sufi&cient  numbers  for  taking  their  skins  before  the  1st  of  June. 
In  such  cases  a  discretionary  power  may  be  granted  to  the  officer,  as 
e  least  interested  party,  but  as  this  is  the  time  when  they  are  most 
isily  disturbed,  it  should  be  done  with  caution. 

The  new  system  may  now  be  considered  as  fairly  inaugurated,  and 
though  it  has  not  been  done  without  some  friction  on  both  sides,  no 
rious  differences  have  arisen,  and  it  is  now  working  harmoniously, 
he  supplies  have  been  abundant  and  of  good  quality,  and  sold  in  quan- 
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titles  desired,  except  sugar,  whicb,  for  reasons  before  stated,  has  been 
restricted. 

All  the  conditions  of  the  lease  have  been  as  fully  complied  with  as 
the  conditions  of  the  situation  permitted.  And  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company,  by  their  previous  establishment  on  the  island,  and 
acquaintance  with  the  business,  have  been  able  to  meet  these  difficalties 
better  than  anyjother,  less  favorably  situated,  could  have  done.  And 
in  the  suppression  of  intemperance,  aud  introduction  of  sanitary  meas- 
ures, I  have  had  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  agent  and  employes  of 
the  company. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYAST, 
Special  Agent  Treasury  Department 
Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  53. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washingtonj  D.  0.,  November  29, 1871. 
Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  asking  per- 
mission to  occupy  the  buildings  owned  by  the  Government  in  Alaska, 
known  as  "  Fort  Yukon,"  I  have  to  inform  you  that  for  the  present  the 
Department  must  decline  granting  your  request. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 

Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  P.  O.  Box  1134, 

San  FranciscOj  Gal. 


So.  54. 


Teeasuey  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  12, 1871. 
Sib  :  The  president  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Department  on  the  13th  of  June,  1871,  requesting,  in  behalf 
of  said  company,  a  reduction  of  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  paid  by  them 
for  the  year  ending  May  1, 1871,  under  their  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint 
Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  alleging  that  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  furseal  skins  were  obtained  by  the  company  during  the  year 
1S70,  the  whole  catch  comprising  3,448  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  and 
3,000  on  the  island  of  Saint  George. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  the  Department  how  many  fur-seal  skins  were 
taken  by  said  company  on  these  islands  during  the  last  six  mouths  of 
the  year  1870. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Capt.  Charles  Bet?  ant, 

Special  Agent^  Washington. 
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Washingtox,  December  16, 1871. 
liB :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Department  let- 
dated  December  12, 1871,  and  marked  E.  G.  O.  D.  M.  and  B.  in  the 
>er  left-band  corner,  asking  information  of  the  nnmber  of  far-seal 
QS  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul 
I  Saint  George,  Alaska  Territory,  during  the  last  six  montbs  of  the 
ir  1870,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  reply :  There  were 
eu  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  six  thousand  and  five,  (6,005,)  and  on 
nt  George  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty,  (3,960,)  making  a 
al  for  both  islands  of  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-five 
)G5)  far-seal  skins. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
SjjecM  Agent  Treasury  Department 
Flon.  GEORaE  S.  Bodtwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  56. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  23,  1871. 
Sib  :  The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  offer  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
ed  dollars  per  annum  rent  for  the  buildings  at  Fort  Yukon,  in  Alaska, 
longing  to  the  United  States,  and  keep  the  same  in  repair. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

HUTCHINSON,  KOHL  &  CO. 
To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  op  the  Treasury. 


No.  57. 


Treasury  Department, 
WasMngtoriy  D.  C,  January  25,  1872. 
1  inclose  a  draft  of  a  bill  in*refereuce  to  the  management  of  the  seal- 
iberies  in  Alaska,  which  has  been  prepared  after  consultation  with 
aptain  Br^^ant,  and  for  which  I  ask  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
)mmittee. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL. 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Samuel  Shellabarger, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Commerce^  House  of  Representatives. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ry  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  one  agent  and  three 
ssistant  agents,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  management  of  the 
eal-fisheries  in  Alaska,  and  the  performance  of  such  other  duties  as 
oay  be  assigned  to  them  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  the 
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said  agent  shall  receive  tbe  sum  of  teu  dollars  per  diem^  one  assistant 
agent  tbe  sum  of  eight  dollars  jyer  diem,  and  two  assistant  agents  the 
sum  of  six  dollars  each  per  diem  while  so  employed ;  and  they  shall  also 
be  allowed  their  necessary  traveling-expenses  in  going  to  and  retarning 
from  Alaska. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  erect  a  dwelling-house,  upon  each  of 
the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  for  the  use  of  said  agents, 
the  cost  of  both  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars* 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  agents  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  empowered  to  administer  oaths  in  all  cases  relating  to  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  to  take  testimony  in  Alaska  for  tbe 
use  of  the  Government  in  any  matter  concerning  the  public  revenues. 


No.  58. 


Teeasxiry  Department, 
Washington,  B.  C,  January  25,  1872. 
Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have  to  say 
that  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  occupy,  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
Government  buildings  at  Fort  Yukon,  Alaska,  upon  payment  of  rent 
therefor  at  the  rate  of  $100  per  annum,  it  being  provided  that  yon  are 
to  keep  said  buildings  in  good  repair. 
I  am,  very  respectfully', 

GEO.  S.  BOCTTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co., 

Washington,  D,  C. 


Xo.  59. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  i>.  0.,  January  31, 1872. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  communication,  dated  San  Francisco,  the 
13th  of  June,  1871,  from  Mr.  John  F.  Miller,  president  Alaska  Gommef' 
cial  Company,  requesting  a  reduction  of  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  paid 
by  said  company,  under  its  lease  of  Saint  Paul's  and  Saint  George's 
Islands,  Alaska,  for  the  year  ended  May  1, 1871. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  the  lease,  and  a  letter  from  Special  Agent 
Bryant,  dated  the  16th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  number  of  seal-skins 
taken  on  the  islands  named  during  the  last  six  months  of  tbe  year 
1870. 

I  have  to  request  an  expression  of  your  opinion  as  to  whetlier  the 
contract  of  the  Government  with  this  company  would  in  any  way  be 
invalidated  by  granting  this  request. 

Also  return  the  inclosnres. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWBLL, 

Secretary. 

Hon.  E.  0.  Banpield, 


Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  60. 


Treasury  Department,  . 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  13,  1872, 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  petition  from  certain  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  has  been  referred  to  the  Department  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  United  States  Senate,  for  information  and  suggestion, 
praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  for  the  protection  of  walrus  in  the 
Arctic  seas. 

I  will  thank  you  at  your  earliest  convenience  to  furnish  the  Depart- 
ment with  such  information  relative  to  the  walrus  as  you  may  be  able 
to  give,  and  to  state  whether,  in  your  opinion,  legislation  for  the  pro- 
tection thereof  is  necessary  or  desirable;  and,  if  so,  to  make  such  rec- 
ommendations pertaining  thereto  as  you  may  deem  proper.  Also  re- 
turn the  inclosure. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Charles  Bryant,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  Treamry  Department^  Fairhaven,  Mass. 


Xo.  61. 

Department  of  Justice, 
•  Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  TifE  Treasury, 

Washington^  D.  C?.,  February  13, 1872. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  transmitting  a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  asking  a  reduction  of  the  amount  of  rent  to  be 
paid  under  its  lease  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul  Islands,  for  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1871,  together  with  the  lease,  and  a  report  by  Special 
Agent  Bryant.  You  request  my  opinion  whether  the  contract  of  the 
Government  with  the  company,  under  the  lease,  would  in  any  way  be 
invalidated  by  granting  this  request.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would. 

The  company,  by  the  letter  of  their  president,  allege  that  to  require 
payment  of  the  amount  stipulated  in  the  lease,  viz,  $27,500,  as  the  rent 
for  the  period  of  their  operations  ending  May  1,  1871,  "is  manifestly 
not  in  accordance  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  contract  ex- 
isting between  the  company  and  the  Government.'' 

Should  the  Secretary  coincide  with  the  views  of  the  company  by 
granting  their  request,'it  may  be  considered  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  fact  that  their  construction  of  the  contract  is  correct. 

The  Government  accordingly  will  be  subject  to  any  contingency  op- 
erating to  lessen  the  number  of  seals  captured,  and  thus  the  sum  to  be 
paid  yearly  would  remain  an  open  question. 

The  result  would  be  that  a  favorable  action  by  the  Secretary  would 
operate  as  a  new  and  different  lease,  inasmuch  as  the  company  would 
have  a  right  to  calculate  on  like  action  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  terms  of  the  lease  warrant  no  such  conclusion.  Its  provisions 
follow  the  law,  and  I  find  therein  no  power  conferred  on  the  Secretary 
to  reduce  the  rental,  except  where  he  shall,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
seals,  restrict  and  limit  the  number  to  be  killed. 

Such  a  reduction  has  once,  already,  been  made  for  this  reason,  before  * 
a  seal  had  been  taken,  and  the  rental  reduced  in  proportion.    But  in  the 
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present  case,  inasDiuch  as  the  seals  have  already  been  killed  and  the 
year  has  expired,  the  reduction  asked  cannot  be  made  on  these  grounds. 
I  thinky  therefore,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case  are  not 
snch  as  contemplated  by  the  provision  authorizing  a  rednctiou  of  the 
rental. 

The  papers  received  are  herewith  returned,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  ROBINSON, 
Assistant  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
Hon.  George  S.  Bout  well, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  G2. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  February  15,  1872. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  13th  of  June,  1871, 
requesting  a  reduction  of  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  paid  by  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company  under  its  lease  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  Islands, 
Alaska,  for  the  year  ended  May  1, 1871, 1  have  to  say  that  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred  for  investigation, 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  terms  of  the  Government's  contract  with 
said  company  will  not,  under  the  circumstances  stated,  warrant  the 
lessening  of  the  amount  of  the  rent  for  the  year  in  question. 

In  that  opinion  the  Department  concurs,  and  your  request  must  there- 
fore be  denied. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
John  F.  Miller,  Esq., 

President  Alhska  Commercial  Company, 

per  3\  L.  Jeffries^  Attorney^  Washington. 


No.  63. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washingtouj  D.  C,  February  20,  1872. 
Sjr:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackuowletlge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant,  inclosing  House  bill  1342,  which  passed  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  on  the  5th  of  February. 

The  bill  was  drawn  at  the  Treasury  Department,  and  is  the  expression 
of  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  other  officers  of 
the  Government  who  are  a<5quainted  with  the  seal-fishery  in  w^aska. 
I  believe  that  the  bill  ought  to  pass.  Facts  sustaining  the  bill  may  be 
found  in  the  report  of  Captain  Bryant,  (who  has  been  acting  as  agent  of 
the  Department  in  the  management  of  affairs  at  the  seal-islands,)  made 
to  Congress  during  the  present  session,  and  printed^  I  believe,  although 
I  am  not  able  to  refer  to  the  document. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Hon.  Z.  Chandler, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Commerce.  United  States  Senate.^, ^ 
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No.  64. 

Faibhaven,  February  20, 1872. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the 
Department  dated  Febraary  L3,  1872,  marked  in  the  apper  left-hand 
corner  E.  6.,  O.  D.  M.  B.,  transmitting  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Massa- 
chnsetts,  praying  for  the  enactment  ot  a  law  to  protect  the  walruses  in 
the  Artie  Seas,  and  also  asking  further  information  concerning  these 
animals,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement: 

These  animals  being  nearly  allied  to  the  seals,  have  similar  habits. 
They  are  found  occupying  the  western  shore  of  the  peninsula  of  Alaska, 
thence  through  British  Bay  westward  to  Behring  Straits,  and  north  as 
far  as  Point  Barrow,  together  with  the  islands  of  the  Diomede,  Saint  Law- 
rence, Saint  Matthew,  and  one  of  the  small  islands  of  the  fur-seal  group, 
all  in  Alaska  waters,  and  also  on  portions  of  the  coast  of  Eastern  Asia, 
opposite.  During  the  winter  months  they  are  believed  to  be  nearly  all 
south  of  Behring  Straits.  As  soon  as  the  bridge  of  iceclosing  these  straits 
in  winter  becomes  broken  by  thawing  in  spring,  the  loose  ice  is  borne 
and  held  by  the  current  along  the  line  of  permanent  ice  extending 
across  from  the  American  to  the  Astatic  shores,  in  about  the  latitude 
of  70O  north.  The  females  pass  through  these  straits  while  the  males 
remain  behind,  going  mostly  to  the  westward  along  the  line  of  floating 
ice,  where  they  bring  forth  their  young  and  nurse  them,  remaining  un- 
til late  in  autumn;  when  the  freezing  of  the  sea  commences  they  again 
return  south.  At  this  time  the  natives  secure  their  supply  of  winter 
food  and  skins  for  covering  their  houses  and  boats. 

These  animals  yield  about  twenty  gallons  of  oil  and  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  pounds  of  ivory  each.  They  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  value 
to  pay  to  cruise  for  them  alone,  but  when  the  vessels  first  arrive  in  this 
sea,  an<l  are  cruising  along  this  line  of  ice,  waiting  for  the  whales  to  ar- 
rive or  show  themselves,  they  come  upon  large  herds  of  these  animals 
and  take  them  for  pastime  or  the  lack  of  more  profitoble  game. 

Knowing  'all  the  facts  as  set  forth  in  the  inclosed* petition  to  be  a  true 
statement  of  the  case,  I  earnestly  recommend  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
be  granted,  and  would  respectfully  suggest,  as  a  supplementary  act  to 
the  act  entitled  **  An  -act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  the  fur-bear- 
ing animals  in  Alaska,"  that  it  be  made  unlawful  to  kill,  maim,  or  other- 
wise injure  any  walrus  on  the  shores,  bays,  rivers,  coasts,  or  islands  in 
the  Territory  of  Alaska,  or  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto,  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  knd  August  each  year,  under  pain  of  incurring  all 
the  penalties  of  the  second  section  of  said  act,  with  its  provisions  for  its 
enforcement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Special  Agent  Treasury  Department. 

Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  65. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  (7.,  February  21, 1872. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request,  I  transmit  herewith  a 
copy  of  tbe  opinion  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  13th  in- 
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stant,  pertaining  to  the  application  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
for  a  reduction  of  rent  under  their  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and 
Saint  George,  for  the  j'ear  ending  May  1,  1^71. 
I  am,  ver3'  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
X.  L.  jKrFRiES,  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  6G. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  February  2S,  1S72. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  application  has  been  made 
to  this  Department,  by  a  missionary  priest  of  the  Enssiau  Cbarch  in 
San  Francisco,  for  permission  to  ship  a  supply  of  wine  to  Alaska  for 
use  in  the  communion  services  of  the  Eussian  churches  in  said  Terri- 
*  tory. 

Under  Executive  Order  of  February  4,  1870,  such  transaction  cannot 
be  authorized. 

But  in  view  of  the  manifest  propriety  of  the  object  to  be  attained,  I 
respectfully  suggest  such  modification  of  said  Executive  Order  as  will 
permit  me  to  grant  the  request;  and  herewith  inclose  the  draught  of  au 
order  for  this  purpose,  if  it  meets  your  approval. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secrtiary. 
To  the  President. 


No.  67. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  J).  C,  February  2d,  1872. 
So  much  of  Executive  Order  of  February  4, 1870,"  as  prohibits  the  im- 
portation and  use  of  distilled  spirits  into  and  within  the  Territory  of 
Alaska,  is  hereby  modified  so  as  to  permit  wine  to  l>e  shipped  to  said 
Territory  for  use  in  the  communion  services  of  the  Russian  churches, 
subject  to  such  regulniinns  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  pre- 
scribe. 

U.  S.  GEANT,  President. 


No.  68. 

Washington,  D.  C, 

Febrmry  29, 1872. 
Sm :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  professionally,  my  recollection  of 
the  facts  connected  with  the  application  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  asking  a  restriction  of  the 
number  of  fur-seals  to  be  killed  under  the  company's  lease  in  the  year 
1870,  and  the  reduction  of  the  rent  in  proportion  to  such  restriction. 

At  the  time  the  lease  was  delivered,  the  company  was  advised,  by  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj',  that  the  Secretary,  in  response  to 
the  companv's  original  appliration,  had  fixed  the  rent  for  saul  j'ear  at 
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!7,50().  The  attention  of  tbe  Acting  Secretary  was  tben  called  to  the 
3t  that  more  than  one  month  of  the  remaining  two  months  in  which 
als  could  be  lawfully  killed  in  that  year  would  expire  before  the  com- 
ny  could  possibly  reach  the  seal-islands,  and  the  request  was  then 
ade  for  such  further  restriction  and  reduction  as  would  be  equitable 
der  the  circumstances.  To  this  application  the  Acting  Secretary 
[on.  W.  A.  Richardson)  replied,  that  the  question  would  be  taken 
der  advisement  for  further  consideration,  and  the  rent  was  afterward 
pril  17,  1871,)  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
th  the  distinct  understanding  that  the  question  was  reserved  until  it 
aid  be  ascertained  by  the  Department  what  the  equities  were  in  the 
emises. 

The  request  which  I  had  the  honor  to  file  in  the  Department  in  April 
)t,  on  behalf  of  said  company,  asking  for  a  modification  of  the  original 
[ler  of  the  Secretary,  in  which  the  rent  was  fixed  at  827,500,  relates 
and  is  a  reiteration  of  the  verbal  request  hiade  to  the  Acting  Sec- 
tary at  the  time  the  lease  was  delivered  to  the  company,  and  was 
:ended  as,  and  ip,  an  application  to  the  Department  for  a  decision  on 
3  pending  question  raised  by  the  former  application. 

N.  L.  JEFFHIES, 
Of  Counsel  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
lo  the  honorable  tbe  SoLiciTOB  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  69. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  March  2,  1872. 

3iR :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  copies  of  a  communi- 
tion,  dated  San  Francisco,  the  3l8t  of  January  last,  and  of  Executive 
der  of  February  29,  1872,  relative  to  shipment  of  wine  to  Alaska  lor 
B  in  the  communion  services  of  the  Eussiau  churches, 
rhe  collector  at  San  Francisco  has,  under  said  order,  been  authorized 
allow  such  shipments  to  be  made,  provided  that,  in  bis  judgment,  tbe 
antities  specified  are  not  excessive  for  tbe  purpose  intended. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv, 

J.  E.  HARTLEY, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
William  Kapus,  Esq., 

Collector,  Sitka,  Alaska. 


Ko.  70. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washihgton,  D.  C,  March  13,  1872. 
Sir  :  You  are  authorized  to  purchase,  at  San  Francisco,  materials  for 
o  bouses,  authorized  by  the  late  act  of  Congress  to  be  erected  on  the 
il-islands,  and  the  collector  at  San  Francisco  will  be  directed  to  pay 
uchers  for  such  materials  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $4,000  in  all. 
Yery  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Capt.  Ohas.  Bryant, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Xo.  71. 

.  Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  13, 1872. 
Sir  :  You  are  authorized  to  ship  the  materials  that  may  be  parchased 
by  you  in  Sad  Francisco,  uuder  an  order  bearing  this  date,  for  the  con- 
struction of  two  houses  on  the  seal-islands,  and  procure  such  labor  and 
materials  on  the  islands  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the 
buildings,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  entire  expense,  including  the  mat4?- 
rials,  must  be  kept  within  the  limit  of  the  law,  viz,  $G,000. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Capt.  Charles  Bryant, 

Washington^  D,  C. 


No.  72. 


Customs-House,  San  Francisco, 

Collector's  Ojgice,  March  25,  1872. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  cer- 
tain rumors,  which  appear  to  be  well  authenticated,  the  substance  of 
which  appears  in  the  printed  slip  taken  from  the  Daily  Chronicle  of  this 
date,  herewith  inclosed. 

In  addition  to  the  several  schemes  mentioned  in  this  paper,  informa- 
tion has  come  to  this  office  of  another,  which  is  being  organized 
at  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  the  same  purpose.  It  is  well  known 
that  during  the  month  of  May  and  the  early  part  of  June  in  each  year 
the  fur-seal,  in  their  migration  from  the  southward  to  Saint  Paul  aud 
Saint  George  Islands,  uniformly  move  through  Ouutmak  Pass  in  large 
numbers,  and  also  through  the  narrow  straits  near  that  pass  which 
separate  several  small  islands  of  the  Aleutian  group. 

The  object  of  these  several  expeditions  is  unquestionably  to  intercept 
the  fur-seals  at  these  narrow  passages  during  the  period  above  men- 
tioned, and  there,  by  means  of  small  boats  manned  by  skillful  Indians 
or  Aleutian  hunters,  make  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  those  animals  in 
the  water,  after  the  manner  of  hunting  sea-otters. 

The  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  such  proceedings  is  not  so  much  in 
respect  of  the  loss  resulting  from  the  destruction  of  the  seals  at  those 
places,  ralthough  the  killing  of  each  female  is  in  effect  the  destruction  of 
two  seals,)  but  the  danger  lies  in  diverting  these  animals  from  their  ac- 
customed course  to  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  their 
only  haunts  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  believed  by  those  who  have  made  the  peculiar  nature  and  habits 
of  these  animals  a  study,  that  if  they  are  by  any  means  seriously  di- 
verted from  the  line  upon  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  move 
northward  in  their  passage  to  these  islands,  there  is  great  danger  of 
their  seeking  other  haunts,  and  should  this  occur  the  natural  selecUon 
would  be  Komandorsky  Islands,  (which  lie  just  opposite  thePribolov 
group,  near  the  coast  of  Kamschatka,)  owned  by  Bussia,  and  are  now 
the  haunt  of  fur-seals. 

That  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  above-mentioned  schemes 
would  have  the  effect  to  drive  the  seals  from  their  accustomed  course 
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there  can  be  no  doubt.  Gousidering,  therefore,  alone  the  danger  which  is 
here  threatened  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  in  the  seal-fisheries, 
and  the  large  annnal  revenue  derived  from  the  same,  I  have  the  honor 
to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  question  whether  the  act  of  July  1, 1870,  relating  to  those  fish- 
eries, does  not  authorize  his  interference  by  means  of  revenue-cutters  to 
prevent  foreigners  and  others  from  doing  such  an  irreparable  mischief 
to  this  valuable  interest.  Should  the  honorable  Secretary  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  send  a  cutter  into  these  waters,  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  a  steam-cutter  would  be  able  to  render  the  most  efficient  service, 
and  that  it  should  be  in  the  region  of  Ounimak  Pass  and  Saint  Paul 
and  Saint  George  Islands  by  the  15th  of  May  next. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

T.  G.  PHELPS, 

Collector. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


[From  Sau  Francisco  Daily  Chronicle,  March  21, 1872;] 

It  is  Stated  in  reliable  commercial  circles  that  parties  in  Australia  are 
preparing  to  fit  out  an  expedition  for  the  capture  of  fur-seals  in  Beh- 
ring  Sea.  The  present  high  prices  of  fur-seal  fars  in  London  and  the 
European  markets  has  acted  powerfully  in  stimulating  enterprises  of  a 
like  character.  But  a  few  days  ago  we  mentioned  that  a  Victoria  com- 
pany was  organized  for  catching  fur-seals  in  the  Xorth  Pacific.  Another 
{>arty,  an  agent  represenliog  some  eastern  capitalists,  has  been  in  thia 
city  for  tbe  past  week,  making  inquiries  as  to  the  feasibility  of  organ- 
iziug  an  expedition  for  like  purposes. 


^o.  73. 


Department  of  Justice, 
Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  I).  0.,  April  15, 1872. 

Sir  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  letter  from  this  offiee  ad- 
dressed  to  you  under  date  of  the  13th  of  February  last,  relating  to  the 
application  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  a  reduction  of  the 
amount  of  rent  to  be  paid  under  its  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint  George 
and  Saint  Paul  for  the  year  ending  May  1, 1871,  and  certain  additional 
papers  have  been  filed  on  behalf  of  said  company. 

From  these  papers  I  find  that  it  is  now  claimed  that  the  abatement  of 
rent  made  by  the  Secretary  for  the  year  above  named  was  not  Oi  final 
determination,  but  tbat  the  question  of  a  further  abatement  was  reserved 
for  further  consideration,  and  that  the  deposit  made  by  the  company  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1871,  was  in  a  certain  sense  a  conditional  deposit, 
subject  to  tbe  final  order  or  decision  of  the  Secretary  upon  their  writ- 
ten request  of  the  17th  of  April,  1871. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  which  did  not  appear  at  the  time  when  the 
question  was  formerly  under  consideration  in  this  office,  I  have  the 
honor  to  say  that  if  the  question  was  reserved  for  further  consideration 
and  action,  as  is  now  claimed,  in  my  opinion  it  is  competent  fo^  tk§^9;> 
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retary  of  the  Treasary  to  make  soch  farther  reduction  ia  the  rental  for 
the  year  ending  May  1, 1S71,  as  may  seem  to  him  proper  and  jast. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  additional  papers  filed  in  this  office  relating  to 
the  case. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

E.  C.  BANFIELD, 
Solicitor  of  the  Treeuury. 
Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  74. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  18, 1872. 

Sir  :  Respectfully  referring  to  the  letter  of  this  Department  addressed 
to  you  under  date  of  the  15th  of  February  last,  denying  your  applica- 
tion for  a  reduction  of  the  rent  to  be  paid  by  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  under  its  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
for  the  year  ended  May  1, 1871, 1  have  to  state  that  that  denial  was, 
as  stated  therein,  based  upon  an  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  to  the  effect  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  between  that 
-company  and  the  Government  did  not  warrant  the  lessening  of  the 
rental  for  that  year,  the  amount  to  be  paid  having,  as  he  nnderstood, 
been  definitely  fixed  by  an  amendment  to  the  lease  dated  August  9, 
1870. 

An  examination  of  the  lease  shows  that  the  yearly  rental  to  be  paid 
by  said  company  was  $55,000,  and  that  they  were  restricted  in  the 
number  of  seals  to  be  killed  for  their  fur-skins  to  100,000  per  annnm. 
The  reduction  of  rent  for  that  year  to  $27,500,  made  in  the  agreement 
of  August  9, 1870,  was  based  upon  the  fact  that  half  of  the  season  bad 
then  elapsed,  and  thai  no  more  than  50,000  should  be  killed  that  year, 
but  it  was  understood  that  the  maximum  number  of  skins  mentioned 
would  be  taken.  It  appears,  however,  from  the  re{Jort  of  Captain  Bry- 
ant, in  charge  of  said  islands,  that  only  9,965  skins  were  taken  that 
reason,  or  a  little  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  maximum  number  allowed; 
by  which,  if  a  proportionate  reduction  in  the  rent  to  be  paid  for  that 
year  were  allowed,  would  make  the  rent  for  1870  $5,480.75. 

Upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  matter,  I  am  inclined  to  regard  the 
abatement  of  rent  made  in  the  agreement  of  August  9, 1870,  a  con- 
ditional one.  and  not  final,  and  the  deposit  of  $27,500,  made  in  pursa- 
ance  thereof,  also  conditional ;  and,  under  this  view,  the  Solicitor  noir 
states  that  he  considers  it  competent  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  make  such  reduction  in  the  rental  for  that  year  as  may  seem  t-o  him 
just. 

-  In  final  settlement,  therefore,  of  the  amount  of  rent  to  be  paid  under 
said  lease  for  the  year  mentioned,  I  have  decided  that  the  sum  of 
$5,480.75  only,  of  the  deposit  of  $27,500,  made  with  Mr.  Tuttle,  the 
assistant  treasurer,  on  the  29th  of  April  last,  shall  be  retained,  and 
that  the  remainder  shall  be  returned  to  said  company  or  their  duly- 
authorised  agent. 

I  am,  very  respeetfullv, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 

Gen.  Jno.  F.  Miller, 

President  Alaska  Commercial  Company^  r^r^r^^lt> 

Per  y.  L.  Je fries,  Attorney^^^^^^^^^S^ 


ALASKA.  77 

No.  75. 

[Circular.] 

.  Office  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

iSan  Francisco,  April  1,  1S72. 
V  the  agents  of  the  company  : 

To  enable  the  company  to  supply  the  necessary  specimens  for  scien- 
ific  investigations,  which  are  expected  to  result  in  the  interest  of  com- 
lerce  and  of  the  company,  you  are  directed  to  secure,  and  properly 
ack  for  shipment,  and,  by  our  tirst  vessel,  ship  to  this  oflQce,  such 
pecimens  included  in  the  following  list  as  you  may  be  able  to  find  in 
ae  vicinity  of  your  station : 

1.  Skulls  of  fur-bearing  animals,  and,  when  convenient,  the  complete 
keletou. 

2.  Fossil  shells  and  bones;  particularly  the  skulls  and  teeth  of  ani- 
lals. 

3.  Sknlls  of  human  beings  of  various  periods;  the  more  ancient 
esired. 

4.  Petrifactions  of  bones,  wood,  or  other  material. 

5.  Manufactured  articles,  both  ancient  and  modern,  which  illustrate 
le  life  and  habits  of  the  people  at  different  periods. 

t>.  Specimens  of  curious  stones  and  ores. 

All  specimens  should  be  plainly  labeled,  showing  the  place  where 
»und,  the  date  of  finding,  the  name  of  the  article,  and  all  other  infor- 
lation  of  importance  concerning  the  same. 

In  procuring  sknlls  of  human  beings,  care  must  be  taken  not  to  dese- 
rate  modern  burial-places, .  but  seek  to  obtain  specimens  at  places^ 
here  there  are  none  who  have  interest  in  the  dead,  so  that  no  offense 
lay  be  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 
It  is  desirable,  also,  that  you  make  reports  to  this  office  from  time  to 
me  which  will  contain  all  information  you  may  be  able  to  gain  con- 
truing  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  people  who  have  heretofore  in- 
abited  the  country  surrounding  your  station.  Also  all  facts  relating^ 
>  the  life,  manneri,  peculiarities,  and  customs  of  the  present  inhab- 
ants.  You  will  also  include  in  these  reports  all  information  yon  may 
ain  of  the  nature  and  characteristics  of  the  fur-bearing  animals  in  the 
?gion  of  your  station,  the  manner  of  taking  them,  whether  they  appear 
)  be  increasing  or  diminishing  in  numbers,  and  all  general  information 
)ncerning  them.  Also  all  information  illustrating  the  character  of  the 
iimate  at  your  station,  and  the  general  formation  and  topography  of 
le  surrounding  country,  together  with  descriptions  of  the  mode  of 
*avel  and  other  information  of  a  general  character  concerning  the 
eople  and  their  productions,  and  the  animals  of  the  country.  '  The 
bject  in  procuring  these  specimens  and  the  reports  mentioned  is  not 
)  gratify  idle  curiosity,  but  it  is  to  aid  science  in  the  solution  of  great 
roblems,  and  to  benetit  the  company  in  the  management  of  its  affairs* 
our  careful  attention  to  these  matters  is  therefore  desired. 

JOHN  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 


m 


Regidations. 

Office  Alaska  Comisiercial  Company, 

San  Francisco,  January,  1872. 
The  following  regulations  are  prescribed  for  the  guidance  of  all  con- 
erned : 
1.  The  general  management  of  the  company's  affairs  on  the  islands  of        t 
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Saint  Paul  and  Saint  Geor^^e  ia  intrastecl  to  one  general  a{;ent,  whose 
lawful  orders  and  directions  must  be  implicitly  obeyed  by  all  sabordi- 
Date  agents  and  employes. 

2.  Seals  can  only  be  taken  on  the  islands  during  the  months  of  Jane, 
July,  September,  and  October  in  each  year,  except  those  killed  by  the 
native  inhabitants  for  food  and  clothing,  under  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Female  seals  and  seals  less  than  one  year  old  will  not  be  killed  at  any 
time,  and  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  waters  surrounding  the  islands,  or 
on  or  about  the  rookeries,  beaches,  cliffs,  or  rocks,  where  they  haul  up 
from  the  sea  to  remain,  or  by  the  use  of  Urcrarms,  or  any  other  meam$ 
tending  to  drive  the  seals  away  from  the  islands,  is  expressly  forbidden. 

3.  The  use  of  fire-arms  on  the  islands  during  the  period  from  the  first 
arrival  of  seals  in  the  spring  season  until  they  disappear  from  the  islands 
in  autumn  is  prohibited. 

4.  No  dogs  will  be  permitted  on  the  islands. 

5.  No  person  will  be  permitted  to  kill  seals  for  their  skins  on  the 
islands,  except  under  the  supervision  and  authority  of  the  agents  of  the 
company. 

6.  No  vessels  other  than  those  employed  by  the  company*  or  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  will  be  permitted  to  touch  at  the  islands,  or  to 
land  any  persons  or  merchandise  thereon,  except  in  cases  of  shipwreck 
or  vessels  in  distress. 

7.  The  number  of  seals  which  may  be  annually  killed  for  their  skins 
on  Saint  Paul  Island  is  limited  to  75,000,  and  the  number  which  may 
be  so  killed  on  Saint  George  Island  is  limited  to  25,000. 

8.  No  persons  other  than  American  citizens,  or  the  Aleutian  inhab- 
itants of  said  islands,  will  be  employed  by  the  company  on  the  islands 
in  any  capacity. 

9.  The  Aleutian  people  living  on  the  islands  will  be  employed  by  the 
company  in  taking  seals  for  their  skins,  and  they  will  be  paid  for  the 
labor  of  taking  each  skin  and  delivering  the  same  at  the  salt-house, 
forty  cents,  coin,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; For  other  labor  performed  for  the  company  ifroi)er  and  remunera- 
tive wages  will  be  paid,  the  amount  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
agents  of  the  company  and  the  persons  employed.  The  working  parties 
will  be  under  the  immediate  control  of  their  own  chiefs,  and  no  compul- 
sory means  will  ever  be  used  to  induce  the  people  to  labor.  All  shall 
be  free  to  labor  or  not  as  they  may  choose.  The  agents  of  the  com- 
pany will  make  selection  of  the  seals  to  be  killed,  and  are  authorized 
to  use  all  proper  means  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  skins. 

10.  All  provisions  and  merchandise  required  by  the  inhabitants  for 
legitimate  use  will  be  furnished  them  from  the  company's  stores,  at 
prices  not  higher  than  ordinary  retail  prices  at  San  Francisco,  and  in  no 
case  at  prices  above  twenty-five  per  cent,  advance  on  wholesale  or  in- 
voice prices  in  San  Francisco. 

11.  The  necessary  supplies  of  fuel,  oil,  and  salmon  will  be  furnished 
the  people  gratis. 

12.  All  widows  and  orphan  children  on  the  islands  will  be  supix>rted 
by  the  company. 

'13.  The  landing  or  manuf^ture  on  the  islands  of  spirituous  or  in- 
toxicating liquors  or  wines  will  under  no  circumstances  be  permitted 
by  the  company,  and  the  preparation  and  use  of  fermented  liquors  by 
the  inhabitants  must  be  discouraged  in  every  legitimate  manner. 

14.  Free  transportation  and  subsistence  on  the  company's  vessels 
will  be  furnished  all  people,  who  at  any  time  desire  to  remove  from  the 
islands,  to  any  place  in  the  Aleutian  group  of  islands.^OOgl€ 
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15.  Free  schools  will  be  maintalDed  by  the  company  eight  months  in 
each  year,  four  hours  per  day,  Sunday  and  holidays  excepted,  and  agents 
and  teachers  will  endeavor  to  secure  the  attendance  of  all.  The  company 
will  furnish  the  necessary  books,  stationery,  and  other  appliances  for 
the  use  of  the  schools,  without  cost  to  the  people. 

16.  The  physicians  of  the  company  are  required  to  faithfully  attend 
npon  the  sick,  and  both  medical  attendance  and  medicines  shall  be  free 
to  all  persons  on  the  islands,  and  the  acceptance  of  gratuities  from  the 
people  for  such  services  is  forbidden. 

17.  The  dwelling-houses  now  being  erected  by  the  company  will  be 
occupied  by  the  Aleutian  families,  free  of  rent  or  other  charges. 

18.  No  interference  on  the  part  of  agents  or  employes  of  the  company 
in  the  local  government  of  the  people  on  the  islands,  or  in  their  social 
or  domestic  relations,  or  in  their  religious  rites  or  ceremonies,  will  be 
countenanced  or  tolerated. 

19.  It  is  strictly  enjoined  upon  all  agents  and  employes  of  the  com- 
pany to  at  all  times  treat  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  with  the 
utmost  kindness,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  amicable  relations  with  them. 
Force  is  never  to  be  used  against  them,  except  in  defense  of  life,  or  to 
prevent  the  wanton  destruction  of  valuable  property.  The  agents  and 
employes  of  the  company  are  expected  to  instruct  the  native  people  in 
household  economy,  and  by  precept  and  example  illustrate  to  them  the 
X>rincip1e8  and  benefits  of  a  higher  civilization. 

20.  Faithful  and  strict  compliance  with  all  the  provisions  and  obliga- 
tions contained  in  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  '^An  act  to  prevent  the 
extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,"  approved  July  1, 1870, 
and  the  obligations  contained  in  the  lease  to  the  company,  executed  in 
pursuance  of  said  act,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, prescribed  under  authority  of  said  act,  is  especially  enjoined  upon 
all  agents  and  employes  of  the  company.  .  The  authority  of  the  Special 
agents  of  the  Treasury,  appointed  to  reside  upon  the  islands,  must  be 
respected,  whenever  lawfully  exercised.  The  interest  of  the  company 
in  the  management  of  the  seal-fisheries,  being  identical  in  character 
with  that  of  the  United  States,  there  can  be  no  conflict  between  the 
agents  of  the  company  and  the  agents  of  the  Government,  if  all  con- 
cerned faithfully  i>erform  their  several  duties,  and  comply  with  the  laws 
and  regulations. 

21.  The  general  agent  of  the  company  will  cause  to  be  kept  books  of 
record  on  each  island,  in  which  shall  be  recorded  the  names  and  ages 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands,  and,  from  time  to  time,  all  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  which  may  occur  on  the  islands,  stating  in  cases 
of  death  the  causes  of  the  same.  A  full  transcript  of  these  records 
win  be  annually  forwarded  to  the  home-office  at  San  Francisco. 

22.  Copies  of  these  regulations  will  be  kept  constantly  posted  in  con- 
spicuous places  on  both  islands,  and  any  willful  violation  of  the  same  by 
the  agents  or  employes  of  the  company  will  be  followed  by  the  sum- 
mary removal  of  the  offending  party. 

JOHN  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 


No.  76. 


Trrasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  Apnl  19, 1872. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  was  duly  received,  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Department  to  certain  rumors  circulating  in  San  Fran- 


80  ALASKA. 

Cisco,  to  tbe  effect  that  expeditions  are  to  start  from  Australia  and  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  to  take  fur-seals  on  tbeir  annual  migration  to  the 
islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  through  the  narrow  pass  of 
Unmak.  You  recommend,  to  cut  otf  the  possibility  of  evil  resulting  to 
the  interests  of  the  tJniteil  States  from  these  expeditions,  that  a  revenue- 
cutter  be  sent  to  the  region  of  Unmak  Pass  by  the  15th  of  May  next 

A  very  full  conversation  was  had  with  Captain  Bryant  upon  this  sub- 
ject while  he  was  at  the  Department,  and  he  conceived  it  to  be  entirely 
impracticable  to  make  such  an  expedition  a  paying  one,  inasmuch  as 
the  seals  go  singly  or  in  pairs,  and  not  in  droves,  and  cover  a  lai]g;e  re- 
gion of  water  in  their  homeward  travel  to  these  islands,  and  he  did  not 
seem  to  fear  that  the  seals  would  be  driven  from  their  accastomed 
resorts,  even  were  such  attempts  made. 

In  addition,  I  do  not  see  that  the  United  States  would  have  the  juris 
diction  or  power  to  drive  off  parties  going  up  there  for  that  purpose, 
unless  they  made  such  attempt  within  a  marine  league  of  the  shore. 

As  at  present  advised,  I  do  not  think  it  expedient  to  carry  out  your 
suggestions,  but  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  to  the  Department 
any  further  facts  or  information  you  may  be  able  to  gather  upon  the 
subject. 


I  am,  very  respectfully, 


T.  G.  Phelps,  Esq., 

Collectorj  San  Francuco. 


GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary* 


Xo.  77. 


Office  of  Alaska  Commekcial  Company, 
No.  310  Sansomb  Street, 

San  Francisco^  April  26, 1872. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's letter  of  the  18th  instant,  "  H.  B.  I.,"  announcing  the  final  decis- 
ion of  the  Department  upon  our  application  for  a  reduction  of  the  rent 
for  1870,  payable  under  the  company's  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul 
and  Saint  George,  and  highly  appreciating  the  just  and  impartial  action 
of  the  honorable  Secretary  in  the  adjustment  of  this  affair,  I  beg  most 
respectfully  to  tender  to  him  the  company's  thanks. 

If  no  disposition  has  yet  been  made  of  the  amount  to  be  returned  to 
the  company,  I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  draft  on  the  United 
States  assistant  treasurer  at  Sau  Francisco  therefor,  payable  to  my  order, 
be  transmitted  to  me  in  settlement  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaslca  Commercial  Company, 
Hon.  Geo.  S.  Bout  well, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  78. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  4, 1872. 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  of  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  to  request  that  the  amount   due  said  company  on 
account  of  excess  rental  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  United  State-s  Treas- 
urer as  a  special  deposit,  and  recently  ordered  to  be  returned  to  said 
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ipany  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  forwarded  to  the  presi- 
it  of  said  company  at  San  Francisco  by  Treasury  draft  or  otherwise, 
'he  amount  Is,  I  believe,  $22,019.75. 
Very  respectfully, 

X.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
[on.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 


No.  79. 


Teeasury  'Agent's  Office, 
Saint  FauVs  Island^  A.  T.,  May  9, 1872. 
iLECTOR  OF  Customs, 

San  Francisco^  Cal.: 
his  is  to  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  this  day 
»ped,  on  board  their  steamer  Alexander,  thirty -three  thousand  eight 
dred  and  six  (33,806)  fur-seal  skins,  and,  as  per  certificate  of  Assist- 
Agent  Samuel  Falconer,  in  charge  of  Saint  George's  Island,  dated 
:  5, 1872,  five  thousand  and  fifty-one  (5,051)  fur-seal  skins,  all  taken 
le  season  of  1871. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islands. 
on.  T.  G.  Phelps, 
Collector  Customs. 


No.  80. 


Office  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

San  Francisco^  May  21, 1872. 
R :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  bear- 
date  the  9th  instant,  inclosing  draft.  No.  321,  drawn  by  the  Treas- 
of  the  United  States  on  the  assistant  treasurer  in  San  Francisco, 
d  May  9, 1872,  for  ($22,019.25)  twenty-two  thousand  nineteen  dol- 
and  twenty-five  cents,  being  the  amount  returned  to  the  company 
scess  of  rent  for  Saint  Paul's  and  Saint  George's  Islands  paid  for  the 
1870. 

^ndering  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  company,  I  am,  sir,  your  most 
lient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  AUtsJca  Commercial  Co> 
on.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury j  Washington^  D.  C. 


Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  FauVs  Island^  A.  T.,  May  9,  1872. 
.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  Treasury : 
lis  certifies  that  I  have  shipped  on  board  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
a's steamer  Alexander,  consigned  to  collector  of  customs,  San  Fran- 
[>,  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-one  (3,541)  fur-seal  skins, 


property  of  the  United  States. 


H.  Ex.  83- 


CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islands. 
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No.  81. 

Office  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

San  FranciscOj  May  28, 1872. 
Sir:  I  have  tbe  houor  to  transmit  herewith  the  daplicate  certificate 
of  the  United  States  assistant  treasurer  at  San  Francisco,  showing  the 
deposit  this  day  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  of  $102,837  on  account  of  tax  on  seal-skins  from 
the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  for  1871. 

The  seal-skins  upon  which  this  tax  has  been  paid  are  a  part  of  the 
•catch  of  1871,  just  discharged  from  the  steamer  Alexander,  and  number- 
ing) 1>J  official  count  made  by  order  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  this 
port,  39,176.  The  official  count  at  the  islands  is  certified  at  38,887,  but 
we  have  paid  the  tax  on  the  official  count  at  this  port,  which  is  the 
largest  amount. 

The  Alexander  brought  to  the  collector  of  customs,  sealed  np  in  a 
separate  compartment  in  this  ship,  3,541  seal-skins  taken  during  the 
year  1870,  on  the  island,  by  order  of  the  Treasury  Department.  These 
skins  have  been  properly  delivered  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  this 
port  as  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  steamer  will  depart  from  this  port  for  the  islands  of  Saint  Panl 
and  Saint  George  about  the  15th  day  of  July  next.    Should  the  honora- 
ble Secretary  desire  to  communicate  with  the  agents  of  Treasury  at  that 
time,  the  company  will  be  pleased  to  afford  him  the  necessary  facilities. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J^^0.  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
Hon.  GEORaE  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Xo.  82. 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  17, 1872. 
Sir  :  On  behalf  of  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  legal  question  involved  in 
their  application,  now  pending  in  the  Treasury  Department,  touching 
the  ownership  of  buildings  purchased  by  them  of  the  Russian-American 
Company  in  Alaska,  which  buildings  are  claimed  by  the  Government  on 
the  ground  that  the  title  thereto  passed  to  the  United  States  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  ceding  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  be  refeired  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  for  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  as  to  the 
proper  construction  of  the  treaty  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


1^0.83. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washingtonj  D.  C,  June  19, 1872. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  inclosed  letter 
of  Mr.  N.  L.  Jeffries,  attorney  for  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co., 
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r  opinion  is  desired  as  to  the  legal  title  to  the  ownership  of  certain 
Idings  described  as  stores,  warehonses,  shops,  salt  liouses,  and  boat- 
ses,  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  which  the  United  States  claim  under 
provisions  of  the  treaty  with  Russia,  of  March  30,  1867,  (Statutes  at 
ge,  XV,  539,)  but  which  the  said  firm  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co. 
m  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  alleged  transfer  to  them  by  the  Rus- 
i- American  Company,  on  March  6, 1868. 

L  correspondence  between  the  War  Department,  the  said  parties,  and 
Department  on  the  subject,  which  is  contained  in  the  record-book 
3with  transmitted,  will  show  you  the  material  facts  and  circumstances 
Qected  therewith,  and  also  iuform  you  fully  concerning  the  claims  of 
said  parties. 

lease  transmit  your  views  on  the  question,  and  return  the  said 
►rd-book  and  iuclosure  at  your  earliest  couvenieuce. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
.  C.  Banfield,.  Esq., 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  84. 

Assistant  Tbeasuby  Agent's  Office, 
St  George  Inland^  August  15, 1872, 
[R :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  company's  steamer 
Sander  on  the  11th  instant,  bringing  Mr.  Adams,  who  will  relieve  Mr. 
wn,  the  present  agent  of  the  company,  and  Dr.  Meaney,  the  newly- 
oiuted  physician  for  the  island,  together  with  a  full  cargo  of  mer- 
idise  for  the  station  and  the  material  for  the  government  house, 
n  the  20th  ultimo  the  company's  steamer  H.  M.  Hutchinson  touched 
I,  having  on  board  the  Rev.  Father  Nickoli,  a  priest  of  the  Russo- 
ek  Church,  of  the  diocese  of  San  Francisco,  who  attended  to  the  spir- 
l  wants  of  the  people  and  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  for  eight 
)les. 

lie  company  commenced  driving  seals  for  their  skins  on  the  3d  of 
e  last,  and  discontinued  on  July  27  ultimo,  having  secured  25,000, 
full  number  stipulated  in  the  lease  for  the  year  1872. 
ast  season  only  10,077  skins  were  secured,  as  was  reported  when  it 
the  intention  of  the  company  to  have  taken  their  full  number.  This, 
ever,  they  were  unable  to  do  on  account  of  the  skins  being  stagey 
ae  last  part  of  the  season,  and  for  this  reason  the  full  complement  has 
1  secured  in  June  and  July. 

I  reference  to  the  appearance  of  the  rookeries,  I  find  that  the  seals 
very  numerous,  much  more  so  than  they  were  last  year,  especially 
old  males  and  young  bachelors,  the  class  that  is  driven  for  their 
8.  In  corroboration  of  this  fact,  I  saw  large  numbers  haul  up  at  the 
of  the  high  cliffs  apart  and  distinct  from  all  other  rookeries,  where 
'  were  never  known  to  frequent  before.  From  these  places  I  deemed 
Ivisable  to  have  them  driven  away,  as  they  could  not  be  taken  if  al- 
jd  to  remain.    Why  tfcey  should  resort  to  places  of  this  kind  is  more 

I I  can  conceive,  if  it  is  not  that  they  are  prevented,  to  some  extent, 
1  landing  on  their  usual  places  by  the  numerous  old  males  that  con- 
itly  guard  the  shore-line. 
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The  number  of  breeding-rookeries  on  the  island  are  four,  viz:  l^ortb, 
East,  Starry  Athille,  and  Zapenj;  they,  too,  seem  to  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition  this  year,  as  their  breeding-grounds  are  enlarged  to  some  ex- 
tent. Their  positions  on  the  island  are  as  follows:  Zapeny  is  on  the 
southwest  side  and  about  five  miles  from  the  village;  Starry  Athille  is 
on  the  north  side,  two  miles  from  the  village;  Korth  rookery  is  also  on 
the  same  side  and  not  more  than  one  mile  from  town,  and  East  rookery 
is  on  the  northeast  side  and  about  two  miles  from  town. 

The  following  figures  will  show  the  number  of  drives  made  from  each 
of  those  places,  also  the  number  of  skins  obtained  from  each  rookery 
during  the  season : 

No.  of        No.  of 
drives.        skios. 

North  rookery 16  4, 81S 

East  rookery 16  9, 7U 

Starry  Athille  rookery . . .  „ 14  5, 274 

Zapeny  rookery 11  6, 194 

Total 25,000 

From  the  last-mentioned  rookery  two  drives  of  2,583  were  made  to 
the  killing-ground  near  the  village,  the  balance  being  salted  at  that 
place;  on  this  rookery  a  larger  number  of  skins  would  have  been  se- 
cured this  year,  had  there  been  sufficient  salt  on  hand  with  which  to 
cure  them.  There  has  been,  however,  a  salt-house  recently  erected, 
which  will  contain  all  the  skins  taken  at  that  place  in  future. 

The  number  of  seals  lost  from  overheating  while  driving  was  very 
small,  not  more  than  one  in  one  thousand.  I  would  also  mention  that 
great  care  has  been  taken  not  to  molest  nor  disturb  the  breeding-rook- 
eries at  any  time  during  the  season,  and  the  same  amount  of  precau- 
tion has  been  used,  after  arriving  on  the  field,  not  to  kill  any  that  ai>- 
peared  to  be  the  slightest  damaged,  as  you  will  observe  that  out  of  the 
entire  number  taken  this  year  only  164  have  been  rejected  by  the  com- 
pany on  account  of  accidental  cuts  in  skinning;  this  is  considerably 
less  than  one  per  cent^  I  would  also  state  that  through  the  course  of 
the  season  a  few  seals  were  killed  in  which  were  found  buck-shot  and  a 
rifle-ball:  it  would  appear  that  they  had  been  down  about  the  coast  of 
British  Columbia,  or  somewhere  east  of  Sitka,  as  the  natives  on  the 
entire  Aleutian  chain  use  no  other  weapons  than  the  spear  in  killing 
seals.  I  also  noticed  a  few  this  season,  apparently  about  three  years 
old,  with  the  tips  of  the  right  ear  off;  probably  they  were  some  of 
those  clipped  by  your  direction  on  Saint  Paul  two  years  ago^-as  no 
experiment  of  this  kind  had  ever  been  tried  on  this  island. 

Their  arrival  at  the  island  this  spring  was  on  the  6th  of  May,  nearly 
the  same  time  as  last  year,  and  on  the  following  day  I  collected  and  took 
charge  of  all  fire-arms  belonging  to  the  natives,  as  I  did  the  year  before. 
This  I  found  to  be  necessary,  for  the  reason  that  there  are  two  fresh- 
water ponds  within  gunshot  of  a  like  number  of  breeding- rookeries, 
where  numerous  flocks  of  wild  fowls  constantly  frequent^  and  the 
temptation  is  so  great  that  they  cannot  resist  shooting  if  allowed  to 
retain  them.  The  preventing  of  the  use  of  fire-arms  during  the  sealing- 
season,  together  with  other  precautions  taken  concerning  the  rookeries, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  «eals  on  the  island  during 
the  past  two  years.  Mr.  Tessen,  your  assistant,  joined  me  early  in  May 
last,  and  has  ably  assisted  me  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  on  the 
island  since  that  time. 
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rhe  general  health  of  the  island  has  continued  good.    There  has 
^n  one  birth  and  one  death  since  the  date  of  my  last  report. 

SAMUEL  FALOOICER, 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent 
'HABLES  Bbyant,  Esq , 

Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands, 

Office  Treasury  Agent, 
Saint  PauVs  Island^  A.  T.,  Sq)temher  6, 1872. 
hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


No.  S5. 


Office  of  Treasury  Agent, 
Saint  PauVs  Island,  Alaska^  August  20, 1872. 
'his  is  to  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  this  day 
pped,  on  board  their  steamer  Alexander,  twenty-one  thousand 
lOOO)  fur-seal  skins,  for  transshipment  at  Onalaska  to  San  Francisco 
the  bark  Cyane,  or  any  one  of  the  company's  vessels ;  these  skins 
ug  all  of  this  year's  catch. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


Ko.  86. 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  George  Island,  August  27, 1872. 
'his  is  to  certify  that  there  have  been  shipped  this  day  on  board  the 
»ska  Commercial  Company's  steamer  Alexander  eight   thousand 
it  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (8,877)  fur-seal  skins,  the   balance 
123)  having  been  shipped  by  the  company's  vessels  to  Onalaska  a 
days  ago. 
(Signed)  SAMUEL  FALCONER, 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent, 


L  true  copy. 


CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands. 


No.  87. 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  PauVs  Island,  A,  T.,  September  5,  1872. 
iiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  affairs  of 
seal-islands  since  my  last,  dated  May  7,  1872. 

uly  19  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  steam-schooner    H.  M. 
tchinson  arrived  at  this  island,  having  on  board  Father  Nickoli,  a 
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priest  of  the  Kiisso-Greek  Church,  who  administered  to  the  spiritoal 
wants  of  the  people  and  married  four  couples.  The  schooner  sailed 
again  on  the  29tli  for  Saint  George  with  Father  Nickoli  on  board. 

August  15  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  steamer  Alexander 
arrived,  laden  with  supplies  for  this  island,  having  previously  touched  at 
Saint  George  on  her  way  hither,  and  landed  supplies,  together  with  the 
frame  and  material  for  the  house  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment officers  on  that  island.  The  Alexander  brought,  as  employes  of 
the  company,  to  reside  permanently  on  the  island,  Wm.  Knpns,.edq.,  as> 
general  agent  of  the  company,  in  place  of  Dr.  H.  H.  Mclntyre,  who  re- 
turns to  San  Francisco,  and  E.  C.  Church,  as  a  school-teacher.  The 
steamer  also  brought  to  reside  on  the  island  Mr.  C.  P.  Fish,  esq.,  of  the 
United  States  Signal  Corps,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  signal-sta- 
tion here  on  this  island.  There  being  more  than  a  full  load  of  skins  for 
the  steamer  ready  for  shipment,  after  discharging  her  cargo  the  steamer 
took  on  board  from  this  (Saint  Paul's)  island  twenty-one  thousand  (21,000) 
fur-seal  skins,  and  from  Saint  George  Island  sixteen  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  (16,123)  fur-seal  skins,  and  sailed  on  the  20th  for 
Onalaska,  to  store  them  for  transshipment  from  there  on  some  other  of 
the  company's  vessels  to  San  Francisco. 

August  25  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  bark  Cyane  arrived 
here  from  San  Francisco,  laden  with  salt,  coal,  and  merchandise  for  the 
island,  having  on  board  as  freight  the  frame  and  material  for  the  house 
to  be  erected  on  this  island  for  the  use  of  the  Government  officers, 

August  29,  steamer  Alexander  returned  from  Onalaska,  laden  with 
salt  and  coal. 

September  2,  bark  Cyane  having  landed  her  supplies  for  this  island 
sailed  for  Saint  George,  taking  on  board  as  passengers  to  Onalaska 
two  native  familes  who  wish  to  reside  there,  also  two  other  natives  who 
go  to  San  Francisco  to  remain  during  the  winter  and  return  in  spring. 
In  my  last  report,  of  May  7,  1872, 1  stated  some  new  facts  in  regard  to 
the  relative  difference  of  value  between  seal-skins  taken  in  June  and 
July,  and  those  taken  in  September  and  October,  owing  to  their  shed- 
ding their  over-hair  in  the  later  season.  There  were  taken  during  the 
months  of  June  and  July,  1871,  on  Saint  Paul's  Island  forty-fi ve  thousand 
(45,000)  fur-seal  skins,  and  on  Saint  George  Island  nineteen  thousand 
(19,000)  fur-seal  skins.  The  remaining  x>ortion  of  the  one  hundred  thou- 
sand to  be  taken  that  year  were  left  for  the  months  of  September  and  Oc- 
tober. It  was  found  that  about  the  middle  of  August  the  seals  began  to 
shed  their  over-hair ;  the  new  covering  appearing  as  short  black  bristles 
in  the  fur,  injures  the  skin  for  manufacturing.  In  this  condition  they 
are  called  stagey ;  this  condition  continues  until  late  in  October.  This 
would  be  too  late  to  take  the  requisite  number  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  so  that  in  onler  to  secure  them  they  had  to  be  taken  in  this 
Btagey  condition  and  were  not  of  prime  value.  In  my  opinion  there  ex- 
ists no  necessity  for  the  restriction  of  the  taking  of  skins  after  October, 
or  during  the  period  they  remain  on  the  island,  before  leaving  for  the 
winter. 

The  seals  appear  to  be  governed  by  the  weather  somewhat,  in  the 
time  of  their  arrival  in  springy  they  were  first  reported  May  5  of 
the  present  season,  but  light  snows  being  frequent,  kept  the  breeding- 
grounds  covered  so  that  they  landed  very  slowly.  The  first  drive  for 
food  was  made  May  15,  obtaining  two  hundred  animals,  but  they 
were  not  present  in  sufficient  numbers  to  furnish  continuous  occupation 
in  taking  them  for  their  skins  until  June  10.  In  view  of  this  depre- 
ciation in  value  by  shedding  late  in  the  season,  it  was  desirable  to  take 
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iS  many  as  possible  duriug  the  moutbs  of  June  and  July  ;  therefore  all 
available  native  labor  was  devoted  to  this  object,  and  the  result  was 
hat  on  Saint  Paul's  Island  there  were  taken,  up  to  July  27,  seventy 
hoQsand  skins,  the  remaining  five  thousand  being  left  for  the  skins  of 
uimals  killed  by  the  natives  for  food,  in  the  months  of  October  and 
rovember.  At  the  same  time  there  were  taken,  as  per  report  of  Assist- 
Dt  Agent  Samuel  Falconer,  in  charge  Saint  George. Island,  twenty-five 
bousand  (25,000)  skins,  thus  making  a  total  of  ninety-five  thousand  on 
oth  islands,  up  to  the  end  of  July,  1872.  The  present  season  the 
each-masters  or  breeding-bulls  have  landed  in  excellent  health  and 
ondition,  and  in  greater  numbers,  occupying  much  larger  grounds  than 
rer  before.  The  females  also  come  in  sufficiently  increased  numbers 
)  occupy  all  the  grounds  thus  mapped  out,  and  the  number  of  young 
^als  produced  greatly  exceed  any  former  years.  The  weather,  although 
scessively  foggy  and  disagreeable  to  the  residents  of  the  islands,  has 
eeu  especially  favorable  to  the  young  seals.  It  is  also  observable  that 
larger  number  of  yearlings  or  last  year's  pups  than  usual  have 
Jturned  to  the  island  the  present  season.  There  is  now  only  a 
eticiency  of  one  class,  that  of  the  four  and  five  year  old  seals.  This  is 
early  traceable  to  the  following  causes  :  During  the  season  of  1868 
lere  were  killed  on  both  islands  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
limals  for  their  skins;  and  in  the  season  of  1869,85,000  for  their 
iins.  At  that  time  the  relative  value  of  the  sizes  or  ages  of  the  skins 
as  not  understood,  and  all  the  skins  being  paid  for  at  the  same  price^ 
le  natives,  who  were  quick  to  perceive  the  difference  between  taking  a 
nail  skin  and  a  large  one,  and  carrying  it  to  the  salt-houses,  killed  all 
le  yearlings  they  could ;  these  were  the  products  of  1867  and  1868. 
hese  were  sent  forward  in  1870,  to  market,  and  overstocked  it  with 
nail  skins.  This  created  a  demand  for  larger  skins,  and  the  Alaska 
ommercial  Company  instructed  their  agents  to  take  all  the  large  skins 
)ssible  in  1871 ;  this  was  done,  and  as  many  four  and  five  year  old 
als  as  could  be  taken.  This  again  fell  on  the  already  diminished  pro- 
ict  of  1867  and  1868.  When  these  were  sent  to  market,  they  were 
und  too  old,  and  now  the  proper  medium  being  ascertained,  the  seals 
ill  be  selected  accordingly. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  my  report  of  November  30,  1869, 
mtaining  a  detailed  description  of  the  habits  of  these  animals,  that 
lis  class  of  four  and  five  year  old  seals  perform  an  important  service 
ong  the  shores  during  the  season  of  incubation ;  but  as  there  was 
re^y  existing  an  excess  of  old  bulls  trom  former  ye^rs,  the  detriment 
>  the  rookeries  from  the  absence  of  this  class,  growing  out  of  the 
ccessive  killing  of  1868,  can  work  no  serious  injury  to  the  rookeries 
•r  this  two  years,  and  at  that  time  they  will  be  supplied  from  the  grow- 
ig  seals.  Under  the  present  system,  the  rookeries  show  a  steady 
icrease  that  warrants  the  assertion  that,  by  1874,  an  addition  of  30,000 
[ins  may  be  added  to  the  number  now  taken  annually. 
The  civil  affairs  of  the  natives  have  been  administered  by  their  chiefs, 
ith  very  little  necessity  for  any  assistance.  There  has  been  consider- 
t)le  drunkenness  from  the  use  of  quass  or  native  beer,  manufactured  by 
lemselves  from  fermenting  sugar  and  fiour  together,  and  so  fond  are 
)me  of  this  artificial  excitement  that  they  save  all  that  is  sold  for  their 
imilies  to  use  in  tea  and  coffee  until  enough  is  obtained  for  a  good 
runk,  and  then  indulge  in  it,  and  in  two  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to 
>nfine  the  parties  until  sober,  to  prevent  them  from  doing  injury  to 
leir  families  or  others.  That  they  have  worked  well  and  faithfully, 
ie  taking  of  the  seventy  thousand  skins  in  so  short  a  time  bears  evi- 
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dence.  The  supplies  bave  been  of  good  quality  and  in  sufficient  qaan* 
tity,  and  the  prices  reasonable.  The  school  has  been  discontinued  dur- 
ing  the  sealing  season,  but  will  be  resumed  again  as  soon  as  the  yessels 
are  gone.  The  company,  last  year,  built  six  wooden  dwelling-houses 
above  ground  for  the  natives.  These  have  not  proved  wholly  a  success 
for  comfort  and  convenience,  as  was  hoped.  Six  more  are  laid  out  and 
partly  completed  on  an  improved  plan,  based  on  last  year's  experience, 
which  promise  to  attain  more  fully  the  object  desired.  The  officers  of 
the  island  of  Saint  George  are  in  an  equally  prosperous  condition,  for  the 
details  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Assistant 
Agent  Samuel  Falconer,  in  charge,  inclosed  herewith. 

I  desire  to  bear  witness  to  the  able  manner  in  which  all  my  assistants 
have  aided  in  forwarding  my  plans  for  the  comfort  and  improvement  of 
the  natives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands. 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell, 

Secretary  Treasury, 


Ko.  88. 


Office  Treasury  Agent, 
Saint  Paul  Island,  Alaska j  September  9,  1872. 
This  is  to  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  this  day 
shipped  on  board  of  its  steamer  Alexander,  for  San  Francisco,  direct, 
49,551  fur-seal  skins,  and  included  in  this  number  are  7  casks  of  sample 
skins,  marked  ^<  Fur-Seal  Skins,  Loudon,"  and  numbered  as  follows : 

Cask  No.  1,  containing  25  skins,  not  bundled. 
Cask  No.  2,  containing  30  skins,  bundled. 
Cask  No.  3,  containing  24  skins,  not  bundled. 
Cask  No.  4,  containing  36  skins,  bundled. 
Cask  No.  5,  containing  32  skins,  bundled. 
Cask  No.  6,  containing  36  skins,  bundled. 
Cask  No.  7,  containing  36  skins,  bundled. 

And  further  this  is  also  to  certify  that  the  Alexander  has  on  board, 
shipped  at  Saint  George  Island,  as  per  certificate  of  Assistant  Agent 
Samuel  Falconer,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  8,877  fur-seal 
skins,  the  balance,  16,123,  as  per  said  certificate,  having  been  pre- 
viously shipped  to  Ounalashka,  for  transshipment  to  San  Francisco, 
together  with  21,000  from  this  (Saint  Paul)  island,  as  per  certificate 
dated  August  20, 1872.    All  of  this  year's  catch. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 

Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands, 


No.  89. 


Office  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

No.  310  Sansome  Street, 

San  Francisco,  November  4,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  certificate  of  Charles 
Bryant,  esq.,  Treasury  agent  at  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint 
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George,  Alaska,  sbowiug  that  this  company,  iu  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  their  lease  of  said  islands  from  the  CTnited  States,  delivered  to 
the  United  States  Treasury  agents  thereon,  during  the  month  of  August, 
1872,  25,000  salmon  and  60  tons  of  coals  for  free  distribution  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  islands  for  and  during  the  year  1872. 

Inclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor,  also,  to  transmit  the  certificate 
of  the  United  States  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York,  No.  65,  which 
shows  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  deposited  with  him,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  the  17th  day  of  October, 
1872,  $252,181.12,  being  the  amount  revenue- tax  on  96,069  far-seal  skins 
taken  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  and 
shipped  to  the  port  of  San  Francisco  during  the  year  1872.  A  dupli- 
cate of  this  certificate  has  been  deposited  with  the  collector  of  customs 
at  San  Francisco.  The  number  of  skins  above  mentioned  is  the  official 
count  at  San  Francisco,  made  by  the  order  of  the  collector  of  customs. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 

Secreta}-}/  of  the  Treasury^  Wasliington^  D.  C 


Office  of  Treasury  Agent, 
Saint  Paul  Island,  Alaska, 

August  30, 1872. 
I  certify  that,  in  accordance  Ayith  the  provisions  of  the  lease  from  the 
United  States  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  dated  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  August  3,  A.  D.  1870,  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
has,  daring  the  month  of  August,  1872,  landed  upon  the  islands  of  Saint 
Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  and  turned  over  to  the  Government 
agents,  for  gratuitous  distribution  among  the  natives  of  said  island, 
25^000  salmon  and  60  tons  of  coal,  in  lieu  of  60  cords  of  fire-wood. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal  Islands, 


No.  90. 

Treasury  Department, 
WasM7igton,  1).  C,  December  2, 1872. 
Sib  :  Mr.  John  F.  Miller  has,  under  date  of  the  11th  ultimo,  transmit- 
ted to  the  Department  a  certificate  of  deposit  with  the  United  States 
assistant  treasurer  at  New  York,  for  the  sum  of  $252,181.12,  which  he 
states  is  for  the  internal-revenue  tax  on  96,069  seal-skins  taken  to  your 
port  from  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  during  the  season 
of  1872. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  the  Department  if  the  number  of  seal-skins 
mentioned  was  verified  by  you  upon  their  arrival  at  San  Francisco. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary. 
Oollbctor  of  Customs, 

San  Francisco,  CaL  r^^^^^T^ 
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No.  91. 


depart3ient  of  justice, 
Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 

Waatiingtonj  D.  C,  December  4,  1S72. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  return,  upon  your  verbal  request,  the  inclosed  ttro 
pcapers  relative  to  the  application  of  Messrs.  Hutchinsen,  Kohl  &  Co., 
touching  the  ownership  of  certain  buildings  in  Alaska,  referred  to  on 
the  19th  of  June  last,  without  any  opinion  upon  the  question  therein 
presented. 

I  am,  very  respectfullv, 

E.  C.  BANFIELD, 
•  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  92. 


Customhouse,  Collector's  Office,  . 
San  Francisco,  CaL,  December  12,  1872. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  2d 
instant,  relative  to  a  certificate  of  depdsit  with  the  United  States  assist- 
ant treasurer  at  New  York,  for  the  sum  of  $252,181.12,  forwarded  by 
John  F.  Miller,  and  which  purports  to  be  the  internal-revenue  tax  on 
96,069  fur-seal  skins  brought  into  this  port  from  the  islands  of  Saint 
Paul  and  Saint  George  during  the  season  of  1872. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  if  the  number  of  the  seal  skins  mentioned 
was  verified  by  me  npon  their  arrival  at  this  port,  I  beg  to  say  thai  the 
number  was  verified,  as  will  appear  by  the  inclosed  copies  of  the  **  returns 
of  merchandise  unladen." 

In  future,  when  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  elect  to  pay  the 
tax  upon  fur-seal  skins  brought  into  this  port,  from  those  islands,  at  New 
York,  the  certificate  of  deposit  will  be  transmitted  through  this  office^ 
accompanied  by  a  certified  copy  of  the  inspector's  returns. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

T.  B.  SHANNON, 
Collector. 
Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwell, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  93. 


Assistant  Treasury  Agent's  Office, 

Saint  Oeorge  Island^  May  27, 1873. 
Sir  :  Having  reported  to  you  in  detail,  in  the  month  of  August  last^ 
concerning  the  fur-seal  rookeries,  and  the  number  of  skins  taken  by  the 
company,  leaves  me  but  little  to  say  on  this  subject  at  present,  as  noth- 
ing important  transpired  on  the  island  since  that  time.  The  seals,  how- 
ever, continued  in  large  numbers  until  late  in  autumn,  a  few  remaining 
as  late  as  the  19th  of  December. 
The  number  of  pups  and  other  seals  taken  by  the  natives  for  winter 
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food  at  the  close  of  the  seas^oD,  foot  up  to  about  2,000,  the  same  as  last 
year. 

The  material  for  the  Government  house  landed  here  by  the  steamer 
Alexander,  in  August  last,  was  erected  according  to  plans  and  specifi- 
cation, with  this  exception:  a  rock  foundation  was  placed  underneath 
the  building  instead  of  posts,  as  the  plan  provided,  there  being  good  mate- 
rial near  at  hand  for  that  purpose.  I  also  found  it  necessary  to  erect  an 
addition  nine  feet  square,  inclosing  the  back  door,  and  furnishing  a  suit- 
able place  for  water,  coal,  &c. 

The  labor-account  for  the  erection  of  this  building  amounted  ta 
$377,  as  per  vouchers  herewith  inclosed ;  also  please  find  bills  to  the 
amount  of  $150.07,  for  necessary  articles,  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 
building ;  in  all,  853G.97. 

I  may  here  state  that  the  foundation,  when  complete,  cost  about  one 
hundred  dollars  extra,  thus  making  an  additional  expense,  but  as  there 
were  no  posts  ou  the  island  suitable  for  the  purpose,  I  was  compelled 
to  use  the  rock,  and  it  is  in  my  opinion  well  worth  the  difference. 

The  laborers  were  paid  according  as  the  work  progressed,  through 
the  kindness  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  at  the  same  rate 
per  diem  as  paid  by  said  company  when  employed  by  them. 

Much  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  erection  from  the  contin- 
uous rains  and  general  foul  state  of  the  weather;  in  consequence  of  this 
there  w*as  but  one  other  building  erected  last  season  by  Mr.  Adams, 
the  company's  agent,  which  was  finely  fitted  up  for  a  store,  the  old  one 
having  been  converted  into  a  school-house. 

In  September  last,  the  company's  bark  Cyane  landed  a  large  quan- 
tity of  lumber  for  native  houses,  but  their  erection  was  prevented  for 
like  reasons  already  stated. 

In  the  month  of  October  last,  the  island  was  visited  by  a  vast  number 
of  violent  gales,  causing  buildings  to  shake  to  the  very  ground ;  fortu- 
nately no  serious  damage  was  done. 

The  winter  following  was  unusually  rough  and  cold,  the  ice  arriving 
as  early  as  the  27th  of  January  and  remaining  until  May  21. 

The  school  was  maintained  through  the  winter,  but  has  met  with  quite 
a  drawback  on  the  part  of  the  children's  parents ;  they  entertain  the 
idea  that  by  learning  an  Eng:lish  education  it  will  inteifere  with  their 
religion.  The  absurdity  of  this  has  been  fully  explained  to  them,  and  a 
few  have  consented  to  have  their  children  attend,  although  not  regular, 
while  others  are  still  of  the  original  belief ;  thus,  where  no  inducement  is 
held  forth  by  the  children's  parents,  slow  progress  may  be  expected — ^not 
but  what  much  pains  has  been  taken  by  their  teacher.  Would  it  not  be 
well  to  notify  their  bishop  at  Sitka  in  reference  to  this,  who  would  be 
most  likely  to  banish  this  erroneous  idea  from  their  minds  entirely! 

The  general  health  of  the  island  is  comparatively  good,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  I  will  refer  you  to  Doctor  Meany's  report  to  the  company'^ 
agent  stationed  on  your  island. 

The  number  of  births  since  the  month  of  August  last  are  4,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  for  the  same  period  are  2. 

The  meteorological  record  for  the  island  will  be  forwarded  you  in  a 
separate  inclosure. 

SAMUEL  FALCONER, 
Assistant  Treasury  Agent^  in  charge  of  Saint  George  Island. 

I  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  ^rSeaJ^^^^^ 
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Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  Paul  Island^  A.  T.,  June  2, 1873. 
Sir  :  This  is  to  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have 
this  day  shipped  on  their  steamer  Alexander,  for  transhipment  on  barge 
Cyane,  or  other  vessel,  at  Ounalaska,  for  San  Francisco,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  six  (3,906)  fur-seal  skins,  all  of  last  year's  catch,  being 
the  balance  of  the  catch  for  1872. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 


To  the  Collector  of  Customs, 

San  Francisco^  Cal. 


CHARLES  BRYAIJT, 
Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands. 


No.  95. 


Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  Paul  Island,  A.  T.,  July  14,  1873. 
To  Collector  of  Customs, 

San  Francisco^  California : 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  this  day 
shipped,  OD  board  their  steamer  Alexander,  from  this  island,  for  trans- 
shipment at  Ounalaska  on  board  the  barque  Cyane  for  San  Francisco, 
thirty-two  thousand  seventy -six  (32,076)  fur-seal  skins;  also,  the  same 
steamer  has  on  board,  shipped  at  Saint  George  Island,  July  7, 1873,  five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  (5,286)  fur-seal  skins,  aU  of  this 
year's  catch. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands. 


No.  96. 


Office  of  Noah  L.  Jeffries, 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law, 

Washington,  July  21,  1873. 
Sir:  On  behalf  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, 1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  case  pending  in  the  Treasury 
Department  involving  the  title  to  certain  buildings  purchased  by  them 
of  the  Russian-American  Company  in  Alaska  be  referred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  for  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  upon  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  the  case. 

The  entire  question  depends  upon  the  proper  construction  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  St^ites  and  Russia  ceding  Alaska. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  L.  JEFFRIES, 
Attorney  for  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  97. 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent's  Office,  ^ 

Saint  Gearge^s  Island^  Atignst  1, 1873. 

Sir  :  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  last  spring  the  seals  were  about  three  - 
weeks  behind  their  usual  time  of  arriving.  This,  ho^^ever,  would  not 
appear  anyways  detrimental  to  them,  as  their  breeding-rookeries  are 
in  as  good  if  not  better  condition  this  year  than  they  have  been  at  any 
one  time  since  my  arrival  at  the  island ;  for  I  notice  on  some  of  the 
rookeries  the  passage-ways  formerly  occupied  by  young  bachelors  in 
hauling  up  on  the  back  ground,  are  completely  blocked  up  by  females, 
thus  preventing  the  young  seals  from  landing ;  and  as  the  greater  por- 
tion of  this  island's  shore  is  composed  of  high  clifis,  it  renders  it  difficult 
for  any  great  number  to  effect  a  landing.  There  are  also  numerous  old 
males  constantly  guarding  the  shore-line,  which  makes  it  still  more  diffi- 
cult for  the  younger  ones  to  work  their  way  on  to  the  back  ground.  Of 
this  class  there  is  a  scarcity  this  year,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  it  is  in  a 
great  measure  owing  to  the  above  reasons. 

From  personal  observations,  taken  on  your  island  last  spring,  I  am 
persuaded  to  believe  that  the  proper  number  and  ratio  has  not  been 
assigned  to  this  island  ;  for  I  do  not  hesitate  in  saying  that  Saint  Paul's 
Island  is  better  able  to  furnish  one  hundred  thousand  annually  than 
Saint  Oeorge's  is  ten. 

I  would  therefore  suggest  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
formed of  this,  in  order  that  the  act  relative  to  the  number  of  fur-seals 
taken  on  each  island  might  be  repealed  and  amended,  so  that,  say,  fi.fteen 
thousand  be  taken  on  Saint  George's  Island  and  eighty -five  thousand  on 
Saint  Paul's. 

On  the  4th  of  June  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  commenced 
driving  seals  for  their  skins,  and  during  this  month  only  6,727  were  ob- 
tained :  but  in  July  they  came  in  greater  numbers,  and  the  company 
succeeded  in  securing  their  nuniber,  25,000,  by  the  2dth  of  this  month. 
Should  a  warm,  dry  season  happen  to  set  in,  unfavorable  for  the  haul- 
ing of  seals,  I  feel  confident  that  the  number  assigned  this  island  could 
not  be  taken  within  the  time  considered  best  for  the  taking  of  skins ; 
thus  the  company  would  fall  short  of  the  desired  number  and  the  Gov- 
ernment out  of  the  revenue,  when  in  reality  there  are  millions  to  be  had 
on  Saint  Paul's. 

SAMUEL  FALCONER, 
Amstant  Treasury  Agent 

Capt.  Chas.  Bryant,    ^ 

Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-Island  Saint  Paul, 

A  true  copy. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  for  Seal-Islands* 


No.  98. 

Fairhaven,  Mass., 

September  ^0, 1873. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  condition 
of  the  fur-seals  and  the  general  affairs  of  the  seal-islands  since  my  last, 
dated  September  9,  1872.    At  that  time  there  had  been  taken  and. 
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shipped  from  Saint  Paul's  Island,  of  the  quota  of  1872,  seventy-one  thou, 
sand  and  seventy  (71,070)  fur-seal  skins,  the  balance  of  the  quota  being 
left  to  be  supplied  from  the  skins  of  animals  necessarily  killed  for  food 
for  the  natives.  Of  this  balance  were  shipped,  as  per  certificate  dated 
June  2, 1873,  3,906  fur-seal  skins,  making  a  total  of  skins  shipped  from 
Saint  Paul's  Island,  of  the  catch  of  1872,  of  74,976 ;  so  the  account  for 
seals  taken  stands  as  follows : 

SeaU  t<iken  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  their  skins. 


5 
1 


^ 


a  > 


For  the  month  of  Jane. . . . 
For  the  month  of  July . . .  . 
For  the  month  of  October. 


36,068 

33,714 

3,294 


35,976 

33,600 

3,199 


9S 

114 

95 


Seals  taken  for  native  food.  May 

Seals  taken  for  native  food,  August  . . . . 
Seals  taken  for  native  food,  September 
Seals  taken  for  native  food,  October  . . . 
Seals  taken  for  native  food,  November  . 
Seals  taken  for  native  food,  December. 


73,076 
687 
504 
345 
801 
753 
538 


72,775 
687 
489 
117 
774 
401 
457 


301 

15 

•228 

27 

352 

81 


Total  number  of  seals  killed '  76,704 


75,700 


1,004 


*Stag. 

Of  these  74,976  were  shipped  as  above  stated,  the  balance  of  724  skins 
remaining  over  to  be  counted  on  the  quota  of  1873. 

Besides  the  above  there  were  taken  in  Kovember  5,121  young  male 
seals  as  a  supply  of  seal's  flesh  for  winter  food  for  the  natives.  This 
makes  the  whole  number  of  seals  killed  on  Saint  PauFs  Island  during 
the  year  1872, 81,825.  This  gave  70  animals  per  family,  with  an  aver- 
age weight  of  fleshy  when  dressed,  of  9  pounds,  or  630  pounds  per  £amily, 
the  usual  supply.    The  skins  of  these  have  no  commercial  value. 

There  were  taken  at  the  same  time  on  the  island  of  Saint  George,  by 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  by  the  natives,  for  food,  25,164 
seals ;  of  these  were  salted  25,000 ;  the  balance,  164,  were  rejected  as 
damaged  by  cutting  or  otherwise.  All  of  Aose  salted  were  shipped  in 
September,  1872. 

Besides,  there  were  killed  for  a  supply  of  food  for  winter  use  for  the 
inhabitants  2,090  young  male  seals.  This  gives  a  total  for  seals  of  all 
classes  killed  on  Saint  George  during  the  year  1872  as  27,254. 

Some  changes  are  observable  in  the  habits  of  the  seals,  growing  out 
of  the  present  system  of  killing  three,  four,  and  five  year  olds  instead 
of  two,  three,  and  four,  as  formerly,  it  having  been  ascertained  that 
these  sizes  are  of  greatest  value  in  market.  There  is  a  much  smaller 
number  of  five-year-olds  seen  swimming  along  the  shore  of  the  breeding- 
rookeries  during  the  period  of  copulation,  and  more  of  the  young  females 
maturing  are  seen  to  press  up  through  the  rookeries  to  the  old  males 
always  gathered  there.  And  where  formerly  the  shore  had  been  occu- 
pied in  short  sections,  with  open  spaces  between — through  which  the 
young  males  pressed  to  the  uplands  to  lie  down — these  spaces  have  been 
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filled  by  the  addition  of  tbe  annaally-increasing  number  of  females 
matnrinfT  nntil  tbese  spaces  become  closed  and  the  rookeries  form  con- 
tinuous lines  along  the  shore,  thus  obliging  the  young  seals  to  seek  ne^ 
resting-places  further  on,  and  where  they  accumulate  in  larger  numbers 
and  wider  distances  from  the  breeding-places.  This  is  rather  an  advan- 
tage than  otherwise,  as  it  facilitates  the  gathering  them  for  killing  with 
less  liability  to  disturb  the  breeding-seals.  It  was  also  observable  that 
a  much  larger  number  of  one-year-old  seals  arrived  on  the  island  during 
July  and  August,  as  if  the  season  had  been  more  favorable  for  them 
while  absent  during  the  winter,  and  the  destruction  of  them  less  than 
usual.  The  seals  began  to  leave  the  island  in  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
tember, and  on  the  27th  of  December  had  all  left  for  the  winter. 

The  winter  of  1872-73  was  unusually  cold  and  severe,  the  sea  freez- 
ing around  the  island  in  February,  and  continued  frozen  until  the  23d 
of  May.  This  delayed  the  arrival  of  the  seals  at  the  island  ten  or  fif- 
teen days  latei^  than  usual.  The  first  seals  were  reported  near  the 
island  on  the  9th  of  May. 

The  first  drive  for  fresh  food  for  the  people  was  made  May  23,  when, 
by  driving  from  three  places,  297  seals  \yere  obtained.  From  that  time 
they  continued  to  increase,  so  that  on  June  3  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  commenced  taking  them  for  their  skins.  At  that  time  I  esti- 
mated their  number  equal  to  what  it  usually  is  at  twelve  days  earlier  in 
former  years,  or  that  they  were  twelve  days  behind  their  usual  time. 
The  females  began  to  arrive  June  9,  and  no  change  in  their  habits  or 
movements  was  observable  except  their  increased  numbers  from  the 
annually-maturing  females,  which  I  estimate  at  5  per  cent,  a  year,  or  15 
per  cent,  since  1870,  the  date  of  tbe  lease. 

The  Alaska  Commercial  Comx)any  made  their  first  drive  for  the  taking 
of  skins  June  3  and  continued  until  July  23,  having  taken  in  all  74,397 
seals.  Of  tbese,  73,884  were  salted  ;  361  were  spoiled  by  being  cut  in 
skinning ;  152  were  damaged  by  heating  on  the  field  before  they  could 
be  skinned.  The  account  of  seals  killed  up  to  August  1, 1873,  stands 
as  follows : 

Seals  taken  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  the  month  of— 

Damaged 
Knmber  killed.  Salted.  by  catting. 

June 38, 070  37, 732  338 

July 36,327  36,152  175 

Total  by  Alaska  Commercial 

Company— killed 74, 397    Salted . .  73, 884    Condemned,  513 

For  native  food,  May 297  284  13 

To  these  is  added  the  skins 

left  over  from  1872 724 


Total  number  seals  killed 74, 694  Shipped,  74, 892    Condemned,  526 

Of  the  above  were  shipped,  as  per  certificate  to  collector  of  customs 
for  San  Francisco,  copies  of  which  are  already  deposited  with  the  De- 
partment, dated  as  follows : 

July  14,  1873 32,076 

August  8, 1873 5, 100 

August  9,  1873 37, 804 

^  74,980 
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A  difference  of  8S  in  excess  appearing  in  the  counting  the  skins  from 
the  salt-houses  for  shipment  over  the  account  as  rendered  on  their  being 
taken. 

There  have  been  shipped  from  Saint  George  Island  of  the  quota  of  1873, 
as  per  certificate  dated — 

irulyie..... 5,286 

August  10 19,464 

Total  fur-seal  skins  ...-. 24,750 

Copies  of  these  certificates  have  been  already-  filed  with  the  Depart- 
ment. A  detailed  report  of  the  seals  damaged  or  rejected  has  not  yet 
been  received. 

The  same  conditions  in  regard  to  the  changes  in  their  habits  growing 
out  of  the  established  system  of  killing  older  seals  were  observable  as 
noted  last  year. 

When  the  seal-islands  were  visited  by  myself  and  Special  Agent  H. 
H.  Mclntyre,  in  the  season  of  1869,  there  was  no  opportuoity  afforded 
foreither  of  us  10  visit  Saint  George  Island,  to  ascertain  by  actual  observa- 
tion its  condition  and  proportion,  as  regarded  number  of  seals,  as  com- 
pared with  Saint  Paul.  From  the  best  sources  of  information  then  ob- 
tainable, it  was  believed  to  contain  from  one-third  to  one-half  as  many 
as  Saint  Paul,  and  on  this  information  the  number  of  seals  to  be  takeu 
annually  was  fixed  at  25,000,  and  Saint  Paul  at  75,000.  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained that  the  number  of  seals  annually  breeding  on  Saint  George  is  less 
than  one-eighth  of  the  number  on  Saint  Paul,  and  that  the  island  of  Saint 
George  cannot  be  relied  on  to  furnish  the  established  quota  of  25,000 
skins  annually  of  the  desired  size  and  quality  to  be  of  prime  value,  and 
to  obtain  the  requisite  number  the  past  season  it  has  been  necessary  to 
take  seals  too  small  to  be  first-class  skins.  I  therefore  recommend  that 
the  number  to  be  taken  annually  on  the  island  of  Saint  George  be  limited 
to  15,000 ;  and,  in  order  that  this  may  work  no  hardship  to  the  people 
of  Saint  George  by  depriving  them  of  a  part  of  their  necessary  support, 
that  it  be  recommended  to  Congress  to  so  amend  the  act  limiting  the 
number  to  be  taken  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  to  75,000  annually,  as 
to  allow  an  addition  of  10,000  to  the  quota  of  that  island,  which  is  amply 
supplied  to  yield  the  requisite  number,  and  thus  a  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  island  of  Saint  George  may  remove  to  the  island  of  Saint 
Paul  temporarily,  during  the  sealing  season,  or  permanently,  as  they 
choose. 

In  my  report  dated  November  10,  1871, 1  stated  that  I  had  caused  a 
number  of  young  male  seals  to  be  marked  by  cutting  their  ears.  This 
was  done  to  determine  whether,  as  a  rule,  they  returned  to  the  rookery 
where  they  were  born,  as  was  claimed  by  the  natives.  This  was  done 
in  1870,  and  the  present  year  they  were  old  enough  to  be  taken  for  their 
skins.  Six  out  of  one  hundred  thus  marked  have  been  taken,  two  on 
the  island  of  Saint  George  and  four  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  and  none 
of  these  were  found  on  the  same  rookery  where  they  were  marked ;  this 
would  go  to  prove  that  they  are  not  governed  by  any  special  instinct  to 
return  to  the  exact  place  of  their  birth.  This,  also,  furnishes  some  evi- 
dence of  the  percentage  of  seals  that  live  to  grow  up.  There  yet  exists 
but  little  information  of  their  haunts  or  habits  while  absent  from  the 
islands.  That  they  have  numerous  and  powerful  enemies  is  apparent 
by  the  great  disproportion  between  the  number  that  leave  the  islands 
at  four  months  old,  and  those  that  return  again  at  one  year  of  age. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  1€ 


ALASKA.  97 

Daring  the  fall  months,  while  the  yoang  seals  are  leaving  the  islands, 
shoals  of  a  small  species  of  the  whale,  known  among  whalemen  ^ 
the  killer,  from  its  sometimes  attacking  and  killing  the  right- whale,  are 
seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  islands  often,  apparently  chasing  the  seals, 
and  in  one  instance,  while  so  doing,  one  has  run  into  shoal  water,  been 
killed,  and  two  seals  found  in  its  stomach.  From  the  most  careful  ob- 
servation, extending  over  five  seasons  of  sealing,  I  cannot  estimate  the 
number  of  young  seals  that  return  the  first  year  after  birth  to  be  over 
30  per  cent  of  the  product,  and  that  were  no  seals  taken  for  their 
skins  not  over  10  or  12  per  cent,  would  live  to  the  age  of  five  years. 
Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  older  the  class  of  seals  taken  for  their  skins  the 
smaller  the  supply  from  which  to  take  them. 

The  breeding-rookeries  during  the  breeding-seaaon  have  a  fixed  and 
permanent  character.  They  begin  to  fill  at  the  water-line,  and  fill  in 
equal  numbers  in  a  given  space,  extending  their  boundaries  no  farther 
than  can  be  so  filled,  so  that  by  carefully  noting  these  boundaries  from 
year  to  year,  an  approxin^ate  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  ratio  of 
increase,  by  the  addition  of  the  young  females  maturing  annually. 
These,  as  compared  with  their  area  in  1870,  now  show  an  expansion 
equal  to  15  per  cent,  in  three  years,  or  an  annual  increase  of  5  per  cent. 
since  the  dat«  of  the  lease.  The  full-grown  males  that  do  not  find  room 
on  the  breeding-places,  gather  as  near  as  possible  to  await  for  opportu- 
nities to  supersede  the  weak  and  wounded  while  fighting  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  females.  Here  the  proportion  their  numl^s  bear  to  the 
necessities  for  breeding  purposes  can  be  readily  estimated,  and  of  this 
class  for  breeding  purposes  there  is  a  full  supply.  The  classes  driven 
for  their  skins  during  the  sealing  season  are  too  often  disturbed  to  afford 
opportunity  for  estimating  their  numbers.  But  after  the  sealing  is  all 
done,  and  the  full  quota  taken  for  the  year,  we  know  what  remains  as  a 
future  supply.  In  a  few  days  they  settle  quietly  on  their  resting-places 
and  can  then  be  fairly  estimated.  On  Saint  Paul  Island  there  is  evi- 
dence of  a  steady  increase  that  exceeds  the  demand  to  fill  the  quota  for 
that  island,  while  on  Saint  George  Island,  as  before  stated,  the  supply 
falls  short  of  the  number  necessary  to  furnish  large-sized  skins.  All 
other  conditions  appear  to  be  the  same  on  Saint  George  as  on  Saint  Paul, 
the  females  annually  increasing  in  numbers,  showing  it  to  be  only  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  number  of  males  taken  for  their  skins,  to  aftbrd  the 
necessary  complement  for  breeding  purposes.  Thus  may  be  summed  up 
the  general  condition  of  the  fur-seals  at  the  seal-islands,  after  three 
years'  practical  application  of  the  present  established  system  for  their 
management. 

The  number  of  breeding-females  has  increased  15  per  cent,  while  one 
hundred  thousand  males  have  been  taken  annually  for  their  skins,  and 
there  is  still  left  a  surplus  of  males  required  for  breeding  purposes. 

The  general  affairs  of  the  natives  have  been  administered  by  chiefs 
of  their  own  selection,  and  in  accordance  with  their  former  customs,  with 
only  such  slight  changes  as  the  new  conditions  required,  it  being  my 
policy  to  accustom  them  to  rely  on  themselves  in  all  matters  that  con- 
cern only  themselves.  Such  incidents  as  seem  worthy  of  note,  follow  in 
their  regi|iar  sequence.  On  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Alexander  for 
San  Francisco  September  9, 1872,  three  families  and  seven  unmarried 
paities,  seventeen  persons  in  all,  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege 
accorded  them  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  ol  a  free  passage 
on  their  vessels  to  and  from  the  islands,  to  remove,  temporarily  for  the 
winter,  to  Ounalaska,  intending  to  return  to  Saint  Paul  again  in  the 
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With  the  departure  of  the  steamer  ended  the  sealing,  and  during  the 
months  of  October,  November,  and  December  the  natives  were  employed 
in  work  of  grading  and  building  the  house  erected  for  the  use  of  the 
Treasury  agents,  and  six  other  houses  that  were  erected  for  thenseof 
the  natives,  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company.  In  Xovember,  the 
weather  being  sufficiently  cold  for  the  purpose,  the  necessary  supply  of 
seal-flesh  and  blubber  for  winter-use  of  the  natives  was  secui^  and 
preserved  by  either  salting  or  freezing. 

December  20,  1872,  in  accordance  with  a  regulation  adopted  by 
themselves,  the  natives  made  their  annual  division  of  the  fund  derived 
from  the  labor  of  taking  the  fur-seal  and  sea-lion  skins,  which  amounted 
to  $30,637.97.  The  same  rules  are  observed  as  under  the  former  Bus- 
sian  Company,  they  arranging  themselves  into  four  classes.  Those  who 
are  most  expert  in  skinning  seals  and  otherwise  good  citizens,  constitute 
the  first  class,  which  contained  thirty-four  men; -those  who  failed  to 
come  quite  up  to  this  standard  constitute  the  second  class,  twenty-three 
men ;  those  more  idle  and  lazy  the  third  class,  four  men ;  while  those 
sick  and  working  irregularly,  together  with  boys  just  learning  to  take 
seals,  constitute  a  fourth  class,  numbering  ten  men.  (It  is  always 
practicable  to  rise  by  merit  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  classes.)  In 
this  division  the  second  class  get  90  jier  cent,  of  the  first,  the  third  class 
80  per  cent.,  the  fourth  70  per  cent.;  to  these  is  added  one  first-class 
share  for  the  acting  priest,  and  two  first-class  shares  set  aside  to  create 
a  fund  to  pay  for  a  new  church  ;  in  all,  seventy-four  shares.  This  gives 
as  a  first-class  share,  $451.22;  second  class,  $405.09;  third  class. 
$360.97 ;  fourth  class,  $315.85. 

The  same  rules  are  observed  on  Saint  George  Island  in  classification, 
but  a  given  number  of  skins  are  set  apart,  according  to  classes,  for 
which  each  man  is  paid  for  taking. 

First  class,  17  men,  971  skins,  at  40  cents $338  40 

Second  class,  2  men,  935  skins,  at  40  cents 374  00 

Third  class,  7  men,  821  skins,  at  40  cents 328  40 

Fourth  class,  3  men,  400  skins,  at  40  cents. ,,.-... 160  00 

It  will  be  seen,  by  comparing  the  amount  of  the  shares  on  both 
islands,  that  Saint  George  Island  has  already  a  larger  population 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  skins  taken  and  money  received  for 
them  than  Saint  Paul's;  therefore  it  will  be  necessary,  on  diminishing 
the  present  quota  of  Saint  George,  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  a  pan 
of  the  population  to  Saint  Paul's. 

The  census  taken  January  1st,  1873,  on  Saint  Paul's  Island,  gives  the 
number  of  the  native  inhabitants  on  the  island  218 ;  to  these  should  be 
added  the  seventeen  then  absent  and  properly  to  be  reckoned  as  belong- 
ing to  the  island,  making  in  all  235,  showing  a  decrease  since  1870  of 
twelve  persons.  These  are  divided  as  follows :  males  114,  females  121. 
The  oldest  person  was  a  female,  aged  58  years ;  she  has  since  deceased, 
leaving  the  oldest  native  now  living  56.  There  were,  during  the  year 
previous,  four  marriages,  ten  births,  and  twelve  deaths,  the  mortality 
being  greatest  among  young  children,  the  average  life  of  deceased 
being  seven  years  and  four  months;  average  length  of  life «of  those 
now  living,  twenty-two  years  and  eleven  months.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  severity  of  the  climate  is  not  favorable  to  longevity.  During  the 
winter  and  spring  following,  there  has  been,  up  to  August  1,  two 
births  and  twelve  deaths,  mostly  from  consumption. 

A  school-house  was  fitted  up  and  properly  consecrated,  and  a  school 
commenced  October  2,  and  continued  eight  months;  but  on  account  of 
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a  prejudice  among  the  people,  who  have  a  fear  that  in  learning  English 
their  children  will  forgetltheir  Russian,  and  weaken  their  attachment  to 
their  church,  only  seven  attended  regularly.  Under  the  assiduous  care 
of  the  teacher,  these  made  very  commendable  progress.  There  were  at 
the  same  time  three  classes  taught  by  natives,  two  in  Bussian  and  one 
in  Aleut;  in  all,  seventeen  scholars  attended  schools  of  all  kinds. 
Assistant  Agent  Samuel  Falconer  reports  the  same  difficulties  existing 
on  the  island  of  Saint  George  in  regard  to  securing  attendance  at 
school.    See  copies  of  his  reports  inclosed  herewith. 

The  sixty  tons  of  coal  accepted 'in  lieu  of  sixty  cords  of  wood  for  gra- 
tuitous distribution  was  divided  according  to  the  population,  forty  tons 
being  received  at  Saint  Paul's  and  twenty  tons  landed  on  Saint  George. 
It  was  stored  until  the  severity  of  the  weather  rendered  its  use  necessary 
in  December,  1872,  when  it  was  distributed  by  the  chiefs  in  weekly  ra- 
tions, and  lasted  until  March  1,  1873,  after  which  the  supply  on  hand 
by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  sale  lasted  until  May. 

The  store  was  well  supplied  with  dry  goods  and  provisions  of  good 
quality,  and  sold  at  low  prices  and  in  such  quantities  as  desired,  except 
the  article  of  sugar,  the  sale  of  which  was  limited  to  one-half  pound  per 
I)erson  per  week ;  this  was  necessary  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
manufacture  of  quass  or  native  beer,  and  the  drunkenness  produced  by 
its  use ;  and  it  is  believed  that  during  the  holidays  very  little  of  the 
small  quantity  sold  was  used  for  tea,  being  saved  in  small  parcels  until 
sufficient  had' accumulated  to  brew  into  beer. 

The  ice-pack  that  completely  inclosed  the  island  in  February,  remained 
until  May  23,  when  it  broke  up  and  drifted  to  southwest,  rendering  it 
for  the  first  time  possible  for  a  vessel  to  approach  the  island.  The 
steamer  Alexander  arrived  May  28,  bringing  mails,  &c.,  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, having  on  board  th^  general  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  and  a  number  of  employes  of  the  company  to  carry  on  the 
sealing.  The  steamer  also  brought,  as  passengers  from  Onalaska,  the  men 
that  belong  to  the  island  who  took  passage  to  that  place  in  September, 
1872,  to  winter  there.  The  steamer  also  brought  two  carpenters  from 
San  Francisco  to  frame  and  build  a  church  for  the  natives,  the  people 
of  both  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  having  last  year  agreed  with  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  furnish  the  materials  and  a  part  of  the 
labor  for  this  purpose,  to  pay  for  which  a  fund  nearly  sufficient  has  been 
already  accumulated,  by  setting  aside  for  that  object  two  first-class 
shares  of  the  seal  fund  annually.  The  materials  have  since  then  been 
landed  on  the  islands,  and  the  church  on  Saint  Paul  has  been  raised  and 
boarded,  and  will  be  completed  before  another  year;  that  on  Saint  George 
will  be  built  during  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  steamer  having  finished  unloading  and  taken  on  board  the  bal- 
ance of  skins  left  on  the  island  to  fill  the  quota  of  1872,  again  sailed  for 
Onalaska  June  2,  to  reload  at  that  place  with  lumber,  coal,  salt,  and 
stoves  for  the  use  of  the  islands,  she  being  employed  to  ply  between 
that  place  and  the  seal-islands  until  the  end  of  the  i^ealing  season. 

Immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  steamer,  the  sealing  com- 
menced, ^ud  all  the  natives  of  the  islands  worked  continuously,  Sunday 
excepted,  until  it  was  finished,  July  23.  Eight  natives  from  Onalaska 
were  brought  up  to  assist  in  unloading  vessels  and  do  the  other  work  of 
the  company  while  the  sealing  lasted. 

An  attempt  was  made,  on  June  11,  by  the  general  agent  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  to  induce  the  chiefs  to  adopt,  as  a  native,  to  share 
in  the  sealing  and  its  profits,  an  employ^  of  the  company,  a  Spanish 
Creole,  a  native  of  the  Ladrone  Islands.    This  being  contrary  to  the  ^l£ 
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merly  established  law  of  the  Bassians,  and  the  principle  always  kept 
in  view  in  all  legislation — that  to  the  natives  ol  the  island  belongs 
the  privilege  of  doing  the  labor  and  receiving  the  pay — this  was  not  per- 
mitted. 

In  my  report,  dated  November  10, 1871, 1  had  the  honor  to  recommend 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ask  for  an  appropriation  by  Con- 
gress for  the  purchase  of  lumber  and  materials  to  enable  the  natives  of 
the  seal-islands  to  build  wooden  houses  for  themselves.  As  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  voluntarily  offered  to  build 
those  houses,  and  allow  the  natives  to  live  in  them  free  of  rent,  no  far- 
ther action  was  taken  in  the  matter.  There  have  since  been  bailt,  on 
Saint  Paul's  island,  thirteen  such  houses,  and  so  disposed  of,  and  three 
more  will  be  built  this  present  season.  There  are  now  forty-lhree  na- 
tive families  living  in  thirty-five  turf  huts.  The  proposition  was  made 
by  the  company  to  build  a  large  number  of  these  houses,  the  present 
year,  instead  of  the  church,  but  the  people  unanimously  desired  the 
church  first.  On  Saint  George  there  have  been  built  three  houses  for  the 
use  of  natives,  and  one  more  to  be  built  the  present  season.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  with  the  general  agent  of  the  company,  before  I  left 
the  islands,  by  which  the  people  will  all  be  comfortably  housed  during 
the  coming  winter. 

A  very  large  amount  of  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  uses  of  the  na- 
tives have  b^n  stored  on  the  islands  for  the  coming  winter.  Eighty 
tons  of  coal  have  been  landed  on  Saint  Paul's,  but,  owing  to  the  pressure 
of  other  matters,  the  forty  tons  for  the  natives  have  not  yet  been  dellT- 
ered  to  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge.  The  twenty  tons  for  Saint  George 
island  have  been  delivered  to  the  ofilcer  in  charge,  and  duly  receipted 
for. 

The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  this  year  introduced  two  labor- 
saving  improvements  on  Saint  Paul's  Island,  of  great  advantage  to  the 
people.  The  first,  a  movable  railway-track,  placed  on  the  beach,  extend- 
ing into  deep  water,  so  that  boats  come  to  and  discharge  their  fi^igbt 
into  cars  to  be  hauled  on  shore.  This  saves  the  men  from  the  necessity 
of  wading  through  the  water  to  land  coal,  salt,  and  other  heavy  artieles 
on  their  shoulders,  as  formerly.  The  other  is  the  introduction  of  a 
horse  and  mules  to  haul  the  skins  from  the  killing-ground  to  the  sal^ 
houses  while  sealing,  instead  of  the  men  bringing  them  on  their  shoul- 
ders. This  improvement  alone  reduces  the  labor  of  taking  the  skins 
fully  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  is  the  principal  reason  of  the  work  being 
done  so  much  earlier  this  year  than  before. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  report  that  all  the  conditions  of  the 
lease  have  been  fulfilled  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  in  a  broad 
and  generous  spirit  that  entitles  them  to  very  high  commeiidation. 

I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of  Samuel  Falconer,  afi8is^ 
ant  Treasury  agent,  in  charge  Saint  George  Island,  and  at  the  same  time 
desire  to  express  in  the  strongest  manner  my  appreciation  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  administered  the  affairs  of  that  island  since  tbe 
date  of  his  taking  charge,  November  9,  1870. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Trensury  Agmt/or  Seal-Iglands. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPOET. 


The  seal-skins  being  all  cured  and  shipped  on  board  the  steamer  Al- 
exander, she  sailed  for  San  Francisco,.  September  9,  to  touch  at  Saiiit 
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George  and  take  on  board  the  remainder  of  the  qaota  of  that  island ; 
the  general  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  employes, 
except  the  winter  force  of  three  men,  returning  to  San  Francisco ;  also  as 
passengers,  myself  and  family,  and  Assistant  Agent  H.  W.  Elliott  and 
family;  Samuel  Falconer,  esq.,  assistant  Treasury  agent,  remaining  in 

charge  of  Saint  George  Island,  acting  under  the  following  instructions : 

% 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 

Saint  Paul's  Island,  A.  .T., 

April  24,  1872. 

Sir  :  Yon  are  hereby  assigned  for  duty  and  placed  in  charge  of  Saint 
George  Island,  It  will  be  your  duty  to  see  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  concerning  the  taking  of  fur-seals  under  the  lease  with  the  Alas- 
ka Commercial  Company  are  observed;  that  the  natives  are  protected 
in  all  their  rights,  and,  in  general,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  perform  all 
those  acts  which  shall  be  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
comfort  and  improvement  of  the  natives  of  the  island. 

You  are  herewith  furnished  with  a  blank  book  to  keep  a  record  of  the 
following  objects,  said  book  to  be  kept  on  the  island  for  future  refer- 
'Cnc^. 

It  will  also  be  your  duty  to  see  that  when  seals  are  driven  for  their 
skins  that  they  are  taken  from  all  the  different  rookeries  or  families  in  such 
proportion  as  the  size  of  the  rookery  bears  to  the  whole  number  on  the 
island;  to  keep  a  list  of  the  number  of  seals  killed,  time  of  driving, 
and  place  from  whence  driven,  with,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  loss  from 
overheating  while  driving  or  otherwise;  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
condition  of  the  breeding-rookeries,  as  to  their  increase  or  otherwise, 
from  year  to  year,  adding  any  observation  pertinent  to  the  object  of 
their  increased  development  that  may  suggest  itself,  and  report  the 
facts  to  me  in  detail  as  often  as  practicable;  and,  in  addition,  you  are 
requested  to  give  attention  to  the  following  items  of  observation  and 
inquiry:  * 

1st.  To  prepare  a  list  which  will  give  the  full  name,  sex,  age,  and  con- 
dition, whether  married  or  single  or  widowed,  of  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  now  living  on  the  island. 

2d.  To  prepare  a  list  which  will  show  the  number  of  families  and 
names  of  members  living  on  the  island. 

3d.  Keep  an  accurate  record  of  marriages,  births,  and  deaths,  and 
the  cause  of  their  death,  as  they  occur. 

4th.  Keep  an  accurate  record  of  changes  and  removals,  arrivals  of 
the  natives  to  and  from  the  island. 

5th.  Keffep  a  daily  journal  of  the  weather,  together  with  any  observa- 
tions or  remarks  that  are  likely  to  be  of  future  use  to  the  general  inter- 
ests of  the  island. 

Assistant  Agent  Francis  Lessen,  a  copy  of  whose  instructions  is  here- 
with transmitted  to  you,  will  report  to  you  to  assist  in  the  performance 
of  these  duties. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Ageiit  in  charge  Seal-Islands, 

Samuel  Falconer,  Esq., 
Assistant  Treasury  Agent. 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  PauVs  Island^  Alaska  Territory,  April  24,  1872. 
Sir  :  Should  Bishop  John,  of  Sitka,  wish  to  place  a  curate  on  the  island 
of  Saint  George,  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Pfpj" 
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vill  permit  bim  to  do  so,  understandiDg  him  to  confine  himself  strictly 
to  his  parochial  duties. 

Kespectfully,  yours, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-IsUind. 
Samuel  Falconer, 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent j  Saint  George's  Island. 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  PauVs  Islandy  Alaska,  Attgust  1,  1873. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  instructed  that  in  all  cases  where  skins  are 
shipped  from  Saint  George's  Island,  on  the  vessels  of  the  Alaska  Gommer- 
'   cial  Company  bound  direct  to  San  Francisco,  without  affording  opporta- 
nity  to  communicate  with  this  office,  to  give  a  certificate  for  the  number  so 
shipped  to  the  master  of  said  vessel  on  which  the  skins  are  so  shipped, 
also  forwarding  two  copies  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  collector  of  customs  for  San  Francisco,  one  of  these  copies  to  be 
forwarded  by  the  vessel  taking  the  skins,  and  the  duplicate  copies 
should  be  sent  the  next  opportunity  occurring  after,  and  report  the  same 
at  this  office  the  earliest  opportunity. 

You  are  further  instructed  not  to  permit  any  person  or  persons  other 
than  natives  of  the  seal-island,  or  directly  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  to  reside  on  Saint  George's  Island,  without  written 
permission  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands. 
Samuel  Falconer, 

Assistant  Agent  in  charge  Saint  Oeorge^s  Island. 

This  last  was  necessary,  as  in  some  cases  the  vessels  touch  at  Saint 
George's  after  leaving  Saint  Paul's  on  their  way  to  San  Francisco. 

The  island  of  Saint  Paul  is  left  in  charge  of  Francis  Lessen,  esq.,  as- 
sistant Treasury  agent,  with  instructions,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  Paul's  Island,  A.  T., 

Aug^ist  7eA,  1873. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  placed  temporarily  in  charge  of  the  island  of 
Saint  Paul,  where  it  will  be  your  duty  to  maintain  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  relating  to  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  fur- 
seals  ;  the  conditions  of  the  lease  with  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
and  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  said  lease 
for  the  taking  of  the  same. 

It  will  be  your  duty  to  see  that  no  seals  are  killed,  except  under  the 
directions  of  the  chiefs,  for  the  purpose,  and  as  provided  in  section  first 
of  the  act  entitled  ^<  An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  the  fur- 
bearing  animals  in  Alaska,"  approved  July  1st,  1870. 

You  are  further  instructed  not  to  permit  any  person  or  persons  other 
than  natives  of  the  seal-islands,  or  directly  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  to  land  or  reside  on  Saint  Paul's,  except  by  writ- 
ten permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

However,  should  a  curate  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church,  furnished 
with  proper  testimonials  from  Bishop  John,  of  Sitka,  wish  to  land  and 
reside  on  the  island  to  administer  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people, 
you  are  hereby  authorized  to  permit  him  to  do  so,  with  the  understand- 
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ing,  however,  that  in  all  civil  matters  he  will  he  subject  to  the  laws 
of  the  Uuited  States,  and  the  repfalatious  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury which  may  be  made  iu  pursuance  thereof. 

CHARLES  BEYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands. 
Feancis  Lessen,  Esq., 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent  Saint  PauVs  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 


Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson, 

Secretary  Treasury. 


Treasury  Agent  for  Seal-Islands. 


No.  99. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  31, 1873. 
Sir  :  Three  points  connected  with  the  general  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  Prybiloo  group  of  seal-islands  seem  to  call  for  your 
immediate  personal  consideration,  and  as  such  I  take  them  from  my  gen- 
eral report  and  present  them  in  this  special  communication  to  yourself : 

1st.  The  annual  tcaste  of  seahoil. 

Upon  the  Prybiloo  Islands  one  hundred  thousand  seals  are  annually 
slaughtered  and  the  blubber  suffered  to  rot  and  waste  away  upon  the 
killing-grounds,  owing  to  the  tax  now  levied  by  law  upon  every  gallon 
of  seal-oil  that  may  be  made  and  exported  to  home  ports. 

In  this  way  over  forty  thousand  gallons  of  excellent  oil  are  annually 
lost  to  the  aggregate  of  national  wealth.  As  the  matter  now  stands  no 
party  can  profitably  render  this  seal-blubber  into  oil  and  transport  it 
twenty -five  hundred  miles  to  San  Francisco  for  market,  and  enter  into 
successful  competition  there  with  the  makers  of  lard,  rape-seed,  and 
other  oils,  who  have  no  such  impost  to  support. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  that  as  this  waste  of  seal-oil 
on  the  Prybiloo  Islands  is  a  public  loss,  the  tax  now  levied  by  law  upon 
its  shipment  from  the  islands  to  home  ports  be  abolished. 

2d.  With  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Prybiloo  Islands^  who  are  the 
^' natives^  as  specified  in  the  laic  of  the  lease. 

This  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  these  people,  and  to  prevent 
confusion  and  illegal  action  in  the  future,  I  earnestly  urge  upon  you  the 
propriety  of  settling  this  question  beyond  any  possibility  of  evasion  or 
misapprehension,  for  as  the  case  now  stands  it  is  not  clear  or  explicit  as 
to  what  class  of  the  classes  of  people  now  living  upon  the  islands  are 
the  "natives,"  who  are  by  law  guaranteed,  as  they  should  be,  the  sole 
right  of  independent  residence  on  the  islands  and  participation  in  the 
sealing  labor  and  reward. 

The  people  now  living  upon  the  islands  may  be  divided  into  three 
classes,  viz : 

First.  The  natives,  properly  speaking,  or  those  who  have  been  born 
and  raised  upon  these  islands. 
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Second,  The  people  who  are  living  there  but  not  bora  at  the  time  of 
the  transfer  of  the  territory. 

Third.  The  people  who  were  living  and  working  upon  the  Prjbiloo 
Islands  at  the  time  of  the  granting  of  the  present  lease. 

If  you  decide  exclusively  in  favor  of  the  first  class,  you  will  deprive 
three-fourths  of  the  present  population  of  the  right  to  live  and  labor 
upon  the  islands. 

If  you  decide  exclusively  in  favor  of  the  first  and  second  classes,  you 
will  deprive  six  Kodiak  and  Aleutian  families  of  the  right  to  live  and 
labor  there,  a  loss  which  the  people  could  not  well  sustain,  as  their  work- 
ing gang  for  the  sealing  business  is  none  too  large  now,  and  many  days, 
during  the  press  of  the  best  driving  and  killing  season  in  June  and  July, 
they  are  short-handed. 

But  if  you  decide  in  favor  of  the  third  class  also,  and  exclusively,  you 
will  settle  the  matter  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  with  regard  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people  themselves.  Accurate  records  of  the  people  living: 
upon  the  islands  at  the  time  of  the  granting  of  the  lease  can  be  found 
in  the  church  registers  on  both  islands.  A  copy  of  the  one  on  Saint  Paol 
I  embody  in  my  report,  and  the  record  with  regard  to  Saint  George  was 
in  the  custody  of  Father  Shaiesneekoff,  of  Ounalaska,  who  was  absent 
on  the  occasion  of  my  being  there,  August,  1873. 

3d.  TJw  hreicing  of  beer  or  ^^quass^^  upon  the  Pryhiloo  Islands, 

The  existing  law,  which  prohibits  the  importation,  making,  or  vend 
ing  of  spirituous  or  fermented  liquors  in  the  Territory,  is  an  excellent 
one,  but  natives  can  evade  it  almost  everywhere,  and  do  so  by  brewing 
a  species  of  beer  from  sugar,  rice,  flour,  &c.,  &c.,  with  which  they  be- 
come intoxicated;  but  upon  the  seal-islands  this  law  can  be  thoroughly 
enforced,  and  it  should  be  done  rigidly,  with  honest  regard  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  there,  who,  had  they  the  opportunity,  would  be 
in  a  chronic  condition  of  drunken  debauchery.  This  is  natural  only  on 
their  part,  for  most  of  their  time  is  passed  in  idleness,  owing  to  their 
position  and  the  character  of  service  they  are  called  upon  to  render, 
which  engages  them  over  two  working-months  in  the  year. 

The  Government  agent  upon  these  islands  can  quietly  and  effectually 
abate  this  existing  nuisance  of  beer  intoxication  by  marking  the  offend- 
ing persons,  and  instructing,  or  rather  authorizing  the  company's  agent 
to  discontinue  the  selling  of  sugar,  hops,  &c.,  to  the  parties  who  abuse 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  them,  and  this  agent  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company  will  cheerfully  do  so. 

As  matters  now  stand,  the  law  is  simply  nothing  in  regard  to  prevent- 
ing the  great  evil  of  intoxication  among  these  simple  people,  carried  out 
as  it  has  been  by  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the  islands  during  the 
season  of  my  residence  there  in  1872-73. 

The  physicians  on  the  two  islands  should  alone  have  the  dispensation 
of  liquor,  and  they  should  be  well  supplied  with  it  for  medicinal  use 
only;  but  to  all  others  living  or  visiting  on  the  Prybiloo.  Islands  the 
law  should  be  patent  and  real. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 
*  HENItY  W.  ELLIOTT, 

Special  agent  Treasury  Department 

Hon.  Wm.  a.  Richardson, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  100. 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  14, 1873. 

Sir  :  I  ain  in  receipt  of  a  letter  dated  the  19th  ultimo,  from  the  col- 
lector of  custoius  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  iu  which  he  states  that  he  is  advised 
that  the  Attoroey-General  has  decided  that  the  iDtrodaction  of  spirit- 
uous liquors  into  the  Indian  country  is  exclusively  under  the  control  of 
the  War  Department,  and  that  the  deputy  internal-revenue  collector  for 
that  district  has  confirmed  this  statement.  Under  this  state  of  facts, 
he  is  apprehensive  that  the  military  authorities  stiitioned  there  may 
attempt  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  the  premises. 

Respectfully  referring  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  July  27, 1868, 
iu  regard  to  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  this 
Department  whether  you  consider  the  Territory  of  Alaska  as  embraced 
within  the  term  "Indian  country,"  and  whether  your  Department  claims 
to  exercise  control  over  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  into  that 
Territory. 

T?he  Department  takes  this  precaution  before  communicating  with 
the  collector  of  customs  in  the  premises. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  EIGHARDSON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  101. 


Fairhaven,  Mass.,  December  4, 1873. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company's  schooner,  William  Sutton,  touched  at  the  seal-islands, 
Alaska,  on  the  4th  of  October  last,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  to  San 
Francisco  Messrs.  Mossman  and  Davidson,  of  that  place,  two  carpen- 
ters, who  had  been  employed  in  building  the  native  church. 

By  this  mail  I  received  a  brief  report  from  Francis  Tessen,  esq.,  dis- 
trict treasury  agent  in  charge  of  Saint  Paul's  island,  containing  infor- 
mation of  the  condition  of  that  island  two  months  later  than  I  left, 
August  9,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  FauVa  Island,  Alaska,  October  4, 1873, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  short  report  on  the  condi- 
tion of  this  island.  Since  your  departure,  August  9,  I  have,  accord- 
ing to  your  instructions,  examined  the  near  rookeries  frequently,  and 
on  three  occasions  Mr.  Adams,  myself,  and  Bootrim,  the  chief,  went  in  a 
whale-boat  around  the  island  to  the  west  and  northeast  point  rookeries. 
I  find  our  opinions  on  the  unusual  quantity  of  young  seals,  (pups,)  and 
the  good  condition  of  the  rookeries,  all  agree. 

In  regard  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants,  I  have  much 
pleasure  to  state  that  the  management  (^f  the  company's  officers  under 
Mr.  Adams,  agent  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  of  this  island, 
•although  short  as  yet,  has  proven  to  me  sufficiently  that  he  intends 
and  does  as  much  to  improve  their  condition  as  circumstances  do  permit. 

Digitized  by  OOOQ  l€ 


106  ALASKA. 

Angnst  loth  a  division  w  as  made  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earn- 
ings of  this  year's  sealing,  which  amounted  to  $29,674.60,  and  was  di  vided 
by  the  chief,  in  my  presence,  as  follows : 

38  first-class  shares  at  100  per  cent.,  $435.11  per  share. 
20  second-class  shares  at  90  per  cent.,  $391.59  per  share. 
10  third-class  shares  at  80  per  cent.,  $348.08  per  share. 
6  fourth-class  shares  at  70  per  cent.,  $304.57  per  share. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  company's  schooner,  William  Sutton,  October 
4, 1  have  received  from  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  on  accoant 
of  the  Government,  for  distribution  among  the  inhabitants  of  this 
island,  27  barrels  salted  and  8,000  pounds  dried  fish ;  also,  40  tons  of 
coal,  as  provided  for  in  the  lease. 

The  school  for  the  education  of  the  children  was  opened  on  the  first 
of  October,  under  the  management  of  Mrs.  Fish  as  teacher. 

FEANCIS  TESSEN, 
AHsistant  Treasury  Agent 
Charles  Bryant, 

Treasury  Agent  for  Seal  Islands. 

In  my  report  of  September  30, 1  stated  that  previously  to  leaving 
the  island,  August  9,  arrangements  had  been  made  to  secure  the 
comfort  of  the  natives  during  the  ensuing  winter.  From  private  cor- 
respondence I  learn  that  these  have  all  been  fully  carried  out,  and  that 
they  are  now  all  comfortably  housed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  for  Seal  Islands. 
Hon.  Wm.  a.  Richardson, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  102. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  15, 1874. 
Sir:  In  relation  to  the  value  of  seal-oil,  and  the  cost  of  taking  it,  I 
beg  to  submit  the  following  for  your  consideration : 

The  number  of  gallons  that  may  be  taken  annually  at  the  islands  oi 
Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from 
twenty  to  forty  thousand ;  and  the  cost  of  taking  and  delivering  it  in 
San  Francisco  will  average  thirty  cents  per  gallon. 

The  market-value  of  seal-oil  in  San  Francisco  ranges  from  thirty -five 
to  forty-five  cents  per  gallon.  The  highest  price  we  have  received  for 
it  was  fifty-six  cents  in  Boston,  for  a  small  lot  shipped  around  Cape 
Horn,  less  cost  of  commissions  and  other  expenses. 

The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  would  be  glad  to  take  the  oil,  if  it 
could  be  done  at  a  small  profit  or  without  loss,  as  it  would  save  prop- 
erty that  is  now  wasted,  and  give  additional  employment  and  compen- 
sation to  the  natives. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HUTCHINSON, 

For  Alaska  Com.  Co^ 
Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  103. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washin^ftonj  D.  C,  January  19, 1874. 
Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  a  commnnication,  dated  the  15th  instant 
from  Mr.  H.  M.  Hutchinson,  in  behalf  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany, requesting  that  said  company  be  relieved  from  that  clause  of  the 
lease  of  the  United  States  to  them  of  the  right  to  take  fur-seals  in 
Alaska,  which  provides  that  they  shall  pay  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon 
for  each  gallon  of  oil  obtained  from  said  seals,  &c. 

In  view  of  the  statements  presented  and  from  various  sources  of  in- 
formation, this  Department  sees  no  good  reason  why  said  tax  should 
not  be  removed  in  whole  or  in  part,  if  (with  the  consent  of  the  lessees) 
the  requisite  power  lies  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do  so,  with- 
out invalidating  the  lease  in  other  respects,  reference  being  had  to  said 
lease,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  as  also  to  the  act  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,"  ap- 
proved July  1, 1870,  in  pursuance  of  which  said  lease  was  made. 

An  expression  of  your  views  upon  the  legal  question  raised  in  the 
premises,  with  return  of  the. two  inclosures,  is  respectfully  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  ETCHAEDSON, 
Secretary. 
E.  C.  Banfield,  Esq., 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury^  Department  of  Justice. 


No.  104. 


Department  of  Justice, 
Office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
Washington^  D.  C,  February  4, 1874. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  inquiring  whether  or 
not  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  can  be  relieved  from  that  clause  ot 
the  lease  of  the  United  States  to  them  which  provides  that  they  shall 
pay  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon  for  each  gallon  of  oil  obtained  from  seals, 
I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  as  the  clause  referred  to  was  not  one  of 
the  conditions  of  the  lease  specifically  prescribed  by  Congress,  but  was 
Imposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself,  1  am  of  opinion  that 
he  may  waive  the  collection  of  the  tax  referred  to  in  whole  or  in  part, 
for  such  time  as  he  may  see  fit. 
The  inclosures  are  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

E.  C.  BAYFIELD, 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Wm.  a.  Eichardson, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  105. 

Washington,  February  15, 1874. 

Sir  :  lu  reply  to  your  verbal  inquiries  in  regard  to  obtaining  a  reve- 
nue from  the  oil  of  the  fur-seals  killed  annually  at  the  fur-seal  islands 
in  Alaska,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement : 

During  the  season  of  1871,  about  six  thousand  gallons  of  oil  was  ren- 
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dered  at  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  at  a  cost  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gal- 
lon, allowing  six  cents  per  gallon  to  the  native  for  skinning  and  deliv- 
ering the  blubber  at  the  place  of  rendering.  But  as  the  addition  of  the 
present  tax  of  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon  would  make  it  cost,  on  ship- 
ping, eighty  cents  per  gallon,  while  its  market-value  being  less  than 
fifty  cents,  would  involve  such  positive  loss,  that  it  was  kept  and  stored 
•on  the  island,  and  now  remains  there,  and  no  more  of  the  oil  has  siQC« 
been  saved. 

In  my  opinion  no  revenue  can  be  obtained  from  taxing  the  oil,  and  u 
the  parties  most  to  be  benefited  by  the  saving  of  the  oil  are  the  natives 
of  the  islands,  I  would  therefore  most  respectfully  suggest  the  present 
tax  of  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon  be  removed,  and  in  its  place  a  regula- 
tion be  established  fixing  a  stipulated  sum,  say  six  cents  per  gallon,  be 
paid  the  natives  for  skinning  and  of  delivering  the  blubber  to  the  agent 
of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  not  required  by  the  natives  for 
their  own  uses  on  the  island.  This  would  still  leave  a  margin  sufficient 
to  pay  the  cost  of  rendering  and  shipping.  In  this  way  about  fifty 
thousand  gallons  of  oil  may  be  obtained  annually  The  proceeds  of  thU 
would  thus  enable  the  natives  to  buy  wood  or  coal  for  warming  their 
houses  in  winter,  said  blubber  being  whdlly  unfitted  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  sixty  tons  of  coal  provided  for  general  distribution  by  the  con- 
•dition  of  the  lease,  insufficient  for  a  full  winter  supply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent /or  Seal-Islands, 

Hon.  Wm.  A.  RiCHABESON, 

Secretary  Treasury. 


No.  106. 

Treasury  Department, 
WashingtoTij  D.  C,  February  16,  1874. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  tak- 
ing of  seal-oil  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  by  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  upon  which  oil  a  tax  of  fifty-five  cents 
per  gallon  was  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  lease  entered  into  between  the 
United  States  and  said  company,  I  have  to  say  that  upon  due  consid- 
eration, I  have  decided  to  waive  the  collection  of  tax  upon  such  seal-oii 
as  may  be  taken  by  said  company  and  shipped  from  said  islands ;  snch 
waiver  to  stand  in  full  force  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Secretary. 
H.  M.  Hutchinson,  Esq., 

0/  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  Washington,  D,  C. 


No.  107. 

Treasury  Depart>ient, 
WasMngton,  D.  C,  March  13, 1874. 
Sir  :  On  the  16th  ultimo, the  Department  addressed  to  you  a  letter  in 
which  you  were  informed  that  the  collection  of  the  tax  of  55  cents  per 
gallon  on  seal-oil  obtained  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  on  the 
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islands  ot  Saint  Paal  and  Saint  George,  which  was  agreed  to  be  paid  by 
the  lease  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  said  company^ 
woald  be  waived  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Department. 

Since  then,  upon  the  representation  of  Special  Agent  Bryant,  in  charge 
of  said  islands,  the  Department  has  farther  considered  tifie  matter,  and 
has  decided  that  the  natives  of  the  islands  should  be  compensated  for 
their  time  and  labor  in  skinning  and  delivering  the  blabber  of  the  seals 
at  the  place  of  rendering  the  oil,  and  that  a  fair  rate  of  compensation 
for  such  services  would  be  ten  cents  per  gallon  for  each  gallon  of  oil 
taken. 

In  view  of  the  above,  the  Department  has  this  day  instructed  Special 
Agent  Bryant  to  cause  such  fee  of  ten  cents  per  gallon  to  be  collected 
on  the  shipment  of  seal-oil  from  those  islands,  the  proceeds  to  be  de- 
voted and  applied  by  him  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  natives  perform*- 
ing  such  services. 

The  Department,  however,  reserves  the  right  to  rescind  or  modify 
this  order  at  anytime  whenever,  in  its  opinion,  it  may  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  natives  or  the  Government  to  do  so. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

*  WM.  A.  KIOHAEDSON, 

Secretary. 

A.  M.  Hutchinson, 

0/  Alaska  Commercial  Campany^  WashingtOHj  D.  C. 


No.  108. 


Treasury  Dbpaetment, 
*  Washingtan^  D.  (P.,  March  13, 1874. 
Sib  :  Keferring  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the- 
seal-oil  obtained  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  in< 
Alaska,  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Department,  after  due  consideration,  has  decided  that  such  company 
shall  pay,  as  compensation  to  the  natives  of  the  islands  for  their  time 
and  labor  in  skinning  and  delivering  the  blubber  of  the  seals  at  the 
place  of  rendering  the  oil,  ten  cents  for  each  gallon  of  oil  taken.  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  of  said  commny,  has  been  this  day  duly  informed  of  such  de- 
cision, and  has  also  bee^nformed  that  such  fee  or  tax  will  be  collected 
under  your  supervision,  and  will  be  devoted  and  applied  by  you  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  natives  of  the  islands  performing  such  services. 
You  will,  therefore,  be  governed  accordingly. 

The  Department,  however,  reserves  the  right  to  rescind  or  modify 
this  order  at  any  time,  whenever  in  its  opinion  it  may  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Government  or  the  natives  to  do  so^  and  said  company  has  been* 
advised  accordingly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

TVM.  A.  RICHAEDSON, 

Secretary^ 
Chas.  Bryant,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  Treasury  Department- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


110  ALASKA. 

No.  100. 

Washington,  March  18, 1874 
Sir  :  1  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Department  letter  dated 
March  15,  marked  "  H.  B.  J."  in  upper  left-hand  corner,  containing  in- 
structions concerning  the  taking  of  seal-oil  on  the  seal-islands. 

As  the  carrying-out  of  these  instructions  involves  the  necessity  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  gallons  shipped,  I  would  hereby  most  re- 
spectfully request  that  I  be  allowed  two  gauging-rods,  one  for  Saint 
Paul's  and  one  for  Saint  George's  Island. 
Very  respectfully,  I  remain, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Seal-Islands, 
Hon.  Wm.  a.  Richardson, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  110. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington^  D.  C,  March  20, 1874/ 
Sir  :  Respectfully  referring  to  the  letter  of  the  Department  addressed 
to  you  under  date  of  the  13th  instant,  informing  you  of  its  decision  in 
regard  to  the  compensation  that  should  be  paid  to  the  natives  on  the 
islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  for  the  taking  and  rendering  of 
seal-oil,  I  have  to  say  that  the  instructions  given  to  the  special  agent  on 
the  13th  instant  have  this  day  been  modified  so  as  to  require  that  the 
compensation  due  the  natives  for  their  services  in  taking  and  rendering 
the  oil  shall  be  paid  to  them  directly,  and  not  to  the  Government  ageDt, 
and  that  the  ten  cents  per  gallon  shall  be  for  all  labor  pertbrmed  in 
taking  the  oil  and  delivering  it  to  the  vessel. 
1  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Secretary, 
H.  M.  Hutchinson,  Esq., 

Of  Alaslca  Commercial  Company^  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  111. 


Treasum-  Department, 
WashingtoHjl).  C,  March  20, 1874. 
Sir  :  Respectfully  referring  to  the  letter  of  the  Department  addressed 
to  you  under  date  of  the  13th  instant,  making  regulations  concerning 
the  taking  of  seal  oil  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  on  the 
islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  I  have  to  say  that  said  instrac- 
tions  are  hereby  modified  so  as  to  require  that  the  ten  cents  per  galloQ 
shall  be  paid  directly  to  the  natives  performing  the  labor,  and  that  such 
compensation  shall  be  for  all  services  in  taking  the  oil  and  delivering  it 
to  the  vessel. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Secretary, 
Charles  Bryant,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  United  States  Treasury  Department, 
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No.  112. 

WASHmaiON,  D.C.,  March  2],  1874. 
Sib  :  TLe  Alaska  Commercial  Company  begs  leave  to  acknowledge 
tbe  receipt  of  your  communications  of  February  16,  March  13,  and 
March  20,  respectively,  in  relation  to  the  tax  on  seal-oil  to  be  paid  by 
this  company,  in  compliance  with  the  t^rms  of  its  lease  from  the  United 
States,  dated  August  3, 1870. 

In  reply,  this  company  respectfully  informs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  it  concurs  in  his  opinion  as  to  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  reduce  the  amount  of  said  tax,  on  the  ground  that  tbe  said  tax 
is  imposed  by  a  regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  not  by  act 
of  Congress;  and  that  it  is,  in  no  sense,  a  modification  of  the  terms  of 
said  lease  in  a  material  part  thereof;  and,  as  such,  is  respectfully  ac- 
cepted and  concurred  in  by  this  company. 

The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  further  begs  leave  to  respectfully 
inform  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  acceptance  of  said  modi- 
fications is  not  to  be  construed  as  a  waiver  of  any  of  its  rights  under 
said  lease,  or  to  be  regarded  as  any  admission  of  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  vary  the  form  or  terms  of  the  said  lease  without  the  consent 
of  said  company. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HUTCHINSON, 
For  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson, 
ISecretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  113. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  24, 1874. 
Sir:  I  am  in  recpipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  Department  communications  of  February  16,  March  13 
and  20,  respectively,  in  relation  to  tax  on  seal-oil,  to  be  paid  by  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  its  lease 
from  the  United  States,  dated  August  3, 1870,  and  I  have  to  say  that 
your  understanding  of  the  terms  under  which  the  waiver  of  tax  on  said 
oil  was  maUe,  is  correct;  that  is,  it  is  in  no  sense  nor  in  any  manner  a 
modification  of  the  terms  of  said  lease,  and  that  the  Government  re- 
serves the  right  to  enforce  fully  the  provisions  of  said  lease  at  any  time 
it  may  See  fit  so  to  do. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Secretary. 
H.  M.  Hutchinson,  Esq., 

0/ Alaska  Commercial  Company,  Washingtonj  D.  <7. 


No.  114. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washingtonj  D.  C,  March  25, 1874. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  authorils^  contained  in  the  act  approved 
March  24, 1874,  conferring  discretion  upon  this  Department  to  regulate 
the  number  of  seals  which  may  be  killed  on  the  islands  of  Saintjg^^ 
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and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  and  to  regnlate  the  period  in  each  year  dar- 
ing which  such  seals  may  be  taken,  I  inclose  herewith  an  agreement,  in 
addition  to  the  lease  between  the  United  States  and  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company,  executed  by  me  on  the  part  of  this  Deputment,  and 
which  is  intended  for  execntion  in  daplicate  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  nnder  the  seal  of  that  company. 

Upon  the  execution  of  this  contract  by  the  said  officer,  and  apon  the 
sureties  to  the  bond,  residing  in  San  Francisco,  signing  the  agreement 
indorsed  upon  this  contract,  you  will  deliver  to  such  officer  of  said  cam- 
pany  one  of  these  copies,  and  return  the  other  to  the  Department. 

You  will  also,  upon  the  execution  of  such  document,  deliver  to  OE^Iain 
Charles  Bryant,  special  agent,  the  inclosed  instructions  to  him,  prepared 
in  accordance  with  the  law  and  said  agreement. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  BICHAEDSON, 

Secreianf. 
T.  B.  Shannon,  Esq., 

Collector  J  San  Frmiciseo.  Cdl. 


Whereas,  by  a  certain  indenture  made  August  third,  eighteen  han- 
dred  and  seventy,  between  William  A.  Bichardson,  then  acting  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Alaska  Commerci^  Company,  a  corpora- 
tion duly  established  nnder  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California,  it  was 
covenanted  and  agreed  as  follows,  to  wit : 

<<And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  not  to  kill  upon 
said  island  of  Saint  Paul  more  than  seventy-five  thousand  fur-seals,  and 
upon  the  island  of  Saint  George  not  more  than  twenty-five  thousand  fur- 
seals  per  annum ;  not  to  kill  any  fur-seal  upon  the  islands  aforesaid  in 
any  other  month  except  the  months  of  June,  July,  September,  and  Oc- 
tober of  each  year ;  not  to  kill  such  seals  at  any  time  by  the  use  of 
firearms  or  other  means  tending  to  drive  the  seals  from  said  islands ; 
not  to  kill  any  female  seal,  or  any  seal  less  than  one  year  old ;  not  to 
kill  any  seal  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said  islands,  or  on  the  beaches, 
cliffs,  or  rocks  where  they  haul  up  from  the  sea  to  remain." 

Kow  this  indenture,  made  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  eighteoi 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  by  and  between  William  A.  Bichardson,  S€»- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  Of  Congress  approved 
March  24, 1874,  and  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  prevent  the 
extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,  approved  July  first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,"  and  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany, lessees  in  said  indenture  of  August  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy,  acting  by  John  F.  Miller,  its  president  and  agent,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  said  corporation,  duly  adopted  at  a  meeting  of 
its  board  of  trustees  held  January  31,  A.  D.  1870,  witnesseth  that  the 
parties  hereto  do  hereby  mutually  agree  to  rescind  and  annul,  from  and 
after  the  ratification  hereof,  the  within-recited  covenant  in  said  inden 
ture  of  August  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and  in  place  thereof 
the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  lessees  as  aforesaid,  do  hereby 
covenant  and  agree  not  to  kill  upon  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  more  than 
ninety  thousand  fur-seals,  and  upon  the  island  of  Saint  George  not  more 
than  ten  thousand  fur-seals,  per  annum  ;  not  to  kill  any  fur-seal  upon 
the  islands  aforesaid  in  any  oth#t  mouth  except  the  months  of  June, 
July,  August,  (from  the  first  to  the  fifteenth  of  said  month,)  September, 
and  October  of  each  year ;  not  to  kill  such  seals  at  any  .time  bv  ,tbe  U89 
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of  fire-arms  or  other  means  tending  to  drive  the  seals  from  said  islands ; 
not  to  kill  any  female  seal,  or  any  seal  less  than  one  year  old ;  not  to 
kill  any  seal  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said  islands,  or  on  the  beaches, 
cliffs,  or  rocks  where  they  hanl  np  from  the  sea  to  remain. 

And  the  said  parties  hereto,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  herein 
referred  to,  hereby  agree  that  the  covenant  set  forth  in  said  indenture  of 
August  3, 1870,  and  herein  recited,  shall,  from  and  after  the  ratification 
of  this  indenture,  be  revoked  and  rescinded,  and  the  covenant  hereby 
entered  into  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  as  the  covenant  of  the  parties 
hereto  in  this  regard,  from  and  after  the  ratification  hereof,  during  the 
remainder  of  said  lease  of  August  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereto  set  their  hands  and 
seals,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

[L.  s.]  WILLIAM  A.  EIOHAEDSON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[L.  S.]  LEWIS  GEBSTLE, 

Vice-Pt'esidenty  Acting  President  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

We.  the  obligors  in  a  certain  bond,  dated  August  3, 1870,  given  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 
1870,  entitled  '<An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing 
animals  in  Alaska,"  hereby  consent  to  the  within  change  made  in  a 
lease  given  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  under  said  act,  dated  August  3, 1870,  and  agree  that  said  change 
shall  not  discharge  us  from  any  liability  under  said  bond. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-four. 

JOHN  PARROTT. 
LEWIS  GERSTLE. 


No.  115. 

March  26, 1874. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  the  act  approved  March  24, 1874, 1  have,  on 
behalf  of  the  Department,  executed  an  agreement  with  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  whereby  that  company  may  be  permitted  to  take, 
during  thecoming  season,  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  seals  to  the  number 
of  90,000,  and  on  the  island  of  Saint  George  seals  to  the  number  of 
10,000,  the  total  number  to  be  taken  on  both  islands  not  to  exceed 
100,000. 

You  will  also  observe  that,  by  the  terms  of  said  agreement,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  inclosed  for  your  information,  the  company  have  been 
granted  from  the  1st  to  the  15th  of  August,  in  which  to  take  seals,  in 
addition  to  the  time  specified  in  the  lease. 

The  regulations  heretofore  in  force  governing  your  action  in  the 
premises  will  be  observed  with  the  changes  indicated  herein. 

I  have  also  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  H.  M.  Hutchin- 
son, of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  has  stated  to  the  Department 
that  some  of  the  natives  of  said  islands  are  in  the  habit  of  brewing  quass 
from  sugar,  and  thereby  producing  an  intoxicating  liquor,  which  is  dis- 
tributed among  them. 

If  any  such  cases  come  within  your,  knowledge,  or  you  have  reason 
to  believe  that  any  special  natives  are'  indulging  in  such  practice,  you 
will  be  careful  to  see  that  it  is  broken  up,  and  that  supplies  to  them  of 
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sugar  and  other  articles  from  whiob  snch  qnass  can  be  brewed,  are 
furnished  in  such  limited  quantities  as  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  t^ 
practice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

/Secretarjf. 
Capt.  Charles  Bryant, 

Special  Agent  United  States  Treasury  Department^ 

San  Francisco^  Cal, 


'So.  116. 


CusTOM-HousE,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Collector's  Office^  April  16, 1874 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
25th  ultimo,  rehitive  to  the  act  approved  March  24, 1874,  conferriDg 
discretion  on  th«  Department  to  regulate  the  number  of  seaU  which  may 
be  killed  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  &c.,  inclosiDg 
an  agreement  which  I  am  directed  to  have  executed  in  duplicate  by 
the  proper  officer  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  after  which  to 
deliver  one  copy  to  the  company  and  return  theotherto  the  Department. 
The  agreement  having  been  executed  as  directed,  and  all  the  sureties 
to  the  lK>nd  residing  in  San  Francisco  having  signed  the  agreement 
indorsed  on  the  contract,  one  copy  has  been  delivered  to  the  proper 
officer  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  the  other  is  inclosed 
herewith.  I  have  also  delivered  to  Capt.  Charles  Bryant  the  instructions 
inclosed  in  your  letter. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

T.  B.  SHASNON, 

Collector. 
Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson, 

Secretary  Treasury. 


So.  117. 


Treasury  Department, 

Washinffton^  D.  0.,  May  4,  1874. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  ^<  An  act  to  enable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  gather  authentic  information  as  to 
the  condition  and  importance  of  the  fur-trade  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska," 
approved  April  22, 1874,  and  under  which  you  are  appointed,  you  are 
hereby  instructed  to  enter  at  once  upon  the  duties  required  of  you  by 
the  provisions  of  that  act,  a  copy  of  which  yon  will  find  inclosed  for 
your  official  information  and  guidance. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  to  Port  Townsend,  Washington  Territory, 
where  you  will  join  the  United  States  revenue  cutter  Beliance,  Captain 
Baker  in  command,  by  June  1  proximo,  that  vessel  having  been  des- 
ignated to  perform  the  service  of  conveying  you  and  Lieut.  Washburn 
Maynard,  United  States  Navy,  or  such  other  officer  as  may  be  detailed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  required 
by  said  act,  to  such  places  as  it  may  be  necessary  and  important  for  yon 

t)  visit.  ,      r^f^^tc> 
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The  nature  of  the  instructions  to  Captain  Baker  yon  will  find  in  a 
commnnication  addressed  to  you  of  even  date,  which  will  be  forwarded 
to  you  for  your  information. 

You  will  observe  that  you  are  required  to  visit  the  various  trading 
stations  and  Indian  villages  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  the  seal- islands, 
and  the  large  islands  to  the  north  of  them  in  Behring  Sea,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  and  reporting  tQ  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all 
possible  authentic  information  upon  the  present  condition  of  the  seal- 
iisheries  of  Alaska ;  the  haunts  and  habits  of  the  seal,  and  the  preser- 
vation and  extension  of  the  fisheries  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  IJnited 
States,  together  with  like  information  respecting  the  fur-bearing  animals 
generally,  the  statistics  of  the  fur-trade,  and  the  condition  of  the  people 
or  natives,  especially  those  upon  whom  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  fisheries  and  fur-trade  is  dependent. 

It  may  be  found  impracticable  to  visit  all  the  various  trading-sta- 
tions and  Indian  villages  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  but  you  should 
visit  such  of  them  as  may  be  found  at  all  important  in  collecting  <^  all  pos- 
sible and  authentic  information"  on  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  act. 

Although  not  specially  required  by  act  to  inquire  and  report  whether 
.  the  contracts  as  to  the  seal-fisheries  have  been  complied  with  by  the 
persons  or  company  now  in  possession,  and  whether  said  contracts  can 
be  safely  extended,  you  are  instructed  to  carefully  examine  those  sub: 
jects  and  report  upon  them  distinctly  and  separately  from  your  general 
report  to  the  Department. 

It  having  been  officially  reported  to  this  Department  by  the  collector 
of  customs  at  Port  Townsend,  from  Nee-ah  Bay,  that  British  vessels 
from  Victoria  cross  over  into  American  waters  and  engage  in  taking 
fur-seals,  (which  he  represents  are  annually  becoming  more  numerous' 
on  our  immediate  coast,)  to  the  great  injury  of  our  sealers,  both  white 
and  Indian,  you  will  give  such  proper  attention  to  the  examination  of 
the  subject  as  its  importance  may  seem  to  you,  after  careful  inquiries, 
to  demand,  and  with  a  view  to  a  report  to  the  Department  of  all  facts 
ascertained. 

In  carrying  out  these  instructions  the  Department  relies  upou  your 
intelligence  and  experience  to  collect  such  authentic  and  reliable  infor- 
mation as  may  prove  of  service  to  the  Government  in  its  future  man- 
agement of  the  interests  involved  ;  and  while  no  limit  is  placed  upon 
your  expenses,  they  should  be  such  only  as  may  be  actually  necessary, 
keeping  in  view  the  important  object  of  your  mission. 

Upon  the  completion  of  your  investigations  you  will  report  in  person 
at  this  Department,  and  prepare  your  reports,  which  it  is  desirable 
should  be  completed  before  the  preparation  of  the  next  annual  repbrt  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  before  the  meeting  of  Congress  in 
December  next. 

Very  respectfully, 

F.  A.  SAWYER, 

Acting  /Secretary, 

Henry  W.  Elliott,  Esq., 

Special  Agent^  Clevelani^  Ohio. 


Treasury  Department, 

Washington^  D.  C,  May  4,  1874. 
Sib  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  24th 
ultimo,  requesting,  in  order  that  you  may  the  more  thoroughly  carn^e 
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out  the  intent  and  purpose  of  act  of  Congress  approved  April  22, 
1874,  providing  for  an  investigation  into  the  condition  and  importanoe 
of  the  fur-trade  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  &c.,  that  this  Department 
issue  such  orders  as  will  secure  for  you  and  the  naval  officer  who  is  to 
accompany  you,  conveyance  to  those  islands  and  points  in  Behring  Sea 
and  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  which  yon  may  desire  to  visit. 

In  reply,  you  are  informed  that  Capt.  J.  G.  Baker,  United  States 
revenue  marine,  commanding  the  rdvenue-cutter  Reliance,  now  at  Port 
Townsend,  Wash.,  has  this  day  been  authorized  to  afford  yourself  and 
the  naval  officer  conveyance  on  board  his  vessel  to  such  points  in  the 
region  named  as  you  may  desire  to  visit  in  your  official  capacity,  as  the 
discharge  of  the  regular  duties  of  the  vessel  as  prescribed  by  law  and 
the  regulations  of  the  service  will  permit,  and  has  been  instructed  to 
prepare  for  an  extended  cruise,  and  be  ready  to  start  by  June  Ist  next 

It  is  expected,  however,  that  you  and  the  naval  officer  referred  to 
will  furnish  your  own  subsistence  while  on  board  the  Beliance,  but  it 
has  been  suggested  to  Captain  Baker  that  it  might  be  for  the  interest  of 
all  concerned  to  allow  you  to  mess  with  the  officers  of  the  vessel 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  

F.  A.  SAWTEE, 
Acting  ikcretary, 

Henry  W.  Elliott,  Esq., 

Special  Agent  Treasury ^  Wa^hingtouj  D.  C 


No.  118. 


Treasury  Department, 

WashingUmj  2>.  0.,  May  7, 1874. 

Sir  :  Bespectfully  referring  to  the  letter  of  this  Department  addressed 
to  you,  under  date  of  5th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  orders  issued  by 
this  Department  to  special  agent  H.  W.  ElUott,  who  has  been  appointed, 
under  the  act  approved  April  22, 1874,  to  investigate  the  seal-fishery 
.business,  I  inclose  herewith,  for  your  further  information,  copies  of  ad- 
ditional correspondence  of  this  Department  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  Lieutenant  Maynard,  who  has  beea 
detailed  by  you  to  accompany  Mr.  Elliott,  confine  his  attention  more  es- 
pecially to  the  duties  required  of  him  under  the  last  clause  of  the  act, 
and  for  that  purpose  that  he  remain  at  the  seal-islands,  leaving  Special 
Agent  Elliott  to  proceed  elsewhere;  and  that,  if  circumstances  shall  not 
indicate  to  the  contrary,  he  return  to  San  Francisco  on  the  steamer 
Alexander,  which  leaves  the  seal-islands  in  the  fall  with  the  skios  of 
the  summer's  catch. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Maynard  be  made 
direct  to  your  Department,  so  that  the  investigation  to  be  made  by  him 
and  by  Special  Agent  Elliott  may  be  as  separate  and  independent  as 
possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

F.  A.  SAWYER, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Hon.  G,  M.  Robeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Wa8hi7igtonj  D.  C.        ^  j 
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No.  119. 

Treasury  Department, 

Waskingtonj  D.  0.,  May  7, 1874. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  an  act  approved  April  22, 1874, 
entitled  ^<  An  act  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  gather 
authentic  information  as  to  thecondition  and  importance  of  the  fur-trade 
in  the  Territory  of  Alaska.'* 

Mr.  H.  W.  Elliott  has  been  appointed  special  agent,  under  the  author- 
ity contained  in  this  act,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  'Nslvj  has  detailed 
Lieut.  Washburn  Maynard  to  go  in  cocn3ction  with  him,  and  to  inquire 
into  the  relations  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  with  the  Oovem- 
ment,  and  whether  the  contracts  as  to  the  seal-fisheries  have  been  com- 
plied with  by  said  company,  and  whether  said  contract  can  be  safely 
extended. 

The  United  States  revenue-cutter  Reliance  has  been  placed  at  their 
command,  and  it  is  probable  that  Lieutenant  Maynard  will  remain  at 
the  seal-islands  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  investigation  required  by 
the  law,  while  Mr.  Elliott  will  pursue  his  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  other 
objects  specified  in  the  act,  in  the  waters  and  islands  adjacent  to  the 
seal-islands. 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  afford  either  or  both  of  these  gentlemen 
all  the  facilities  necessary  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject intrusted  to  them,  placing  the  books  and  papers  under  your  charge 
at  their  disposal ;  and  you  are  also  requested  to  see  that  proper  accom- 
modation and  living  are  afforded  them  during  their  stay,  they  to  pay 
the  cost  thereof. 

It  is  probable  that  Lieutenant  Maynard  will  return  on  the  Alexander 
when  she  brings  down  her  next  cargo  of  skins. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

F.  A.  SAWYER, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Capt.  Chas.  Bryant, 

Special  Agent, 


No.  120. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  May  7, 1874. 

Sir  :  Respectfully  referring  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  22, 
1874,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  gather 
authentic  information  as  to  the  condition  and  importance  of  the  fur- trade 
in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,"  I  have  to  say  that,  under  the  authority  con- 
tained in  that  act,  Mr.  B.  W.  Elliott  has  been  appointed  to  collect  the 
information  therein  specified,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
detailed  Lieut.  Washburn  Maynard  to  accompany  him.  It  will  be  seen 
that  the  naval  ofiicer  detailed  under  the  authority  contained  in  this  act 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  inquiring:  into  and  reporting  whether  the 
contracts  as  to  the  seal-fisheries  have  been  complied  with  by  the  persons 
or  company  now  in  possession^  and  whether  said  contracts  can  be  safely 
extended. 

The  United  States  revenue-cutter  Reliance  has  been  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  these  gentlemen,  and  it  is  expected  that  she  will  sail  from  San 
Francisco  by  the  1st  of  June;  will  laud  Lieutenant  Maynard  at  f^^^A^lp 
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islands,  and  proceed  with  Mr.  Elliott  to  such  places  and  waters  as  he 
may  direct,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  investigation  required  of  him. 
I  have  to  request  that  you  issue  such  orders  to  the  officers  of  your 
company  located  at  said  islands  as  will  secure  to  either  or  both  of  these 
gentlemen  the  opportunity  to  examine,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary,  the 
books  and  papers  of  your  company,  the  mode  of  killing  the  seals  and 
shipping  them,  and,  generally,  all  subjects  connected  therewith,  espec- 
ially the  question  whether  the  contracts  now  existing  between  your  com- 
pany and  the  Government  can  be  safely  extended. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

F.  A.  SAWYER, 

Acting  Secretary. 
H.  M.  Hutchinson,  Esq., 

0/  Alaska  Commei'dal  Company,  Waahhigton, 


No,  121. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  8, 1874 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  7th  instant,  informing  me  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  detailed  Lieut.  Washburn  Maynard  to 
accompanv  Mr.  W.  W.  Elliott  in  his  expedition,  authorized  by  the  act 
of  April  22, 1874,  &c. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  inclosed  your  letter  to  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  and  that  said  company  will  afford  every  facility  io 
their  power  to  aid  Lieutenant  Maynard  in  making  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  management  of  its  business,  under  its  lease  from  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  i;aking  ftir-seals  in  Alaska,  or  on  any  other  subject 
upon  which  the  Government  desires  information. 

The  books  and  papers  of  the  company  relating  to  this  business  are 
open  to  the  inspection  of  Lieutenant  Maynard,  or  any  officer  detailed 
by  the  Government  to  examine  them,  at  any  and  all  times. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HUTCHINSON. 

Hon.  F.  A.  Sawyer, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


No.  122. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  2>.  C7.,  May  9, 1874. 

Sir:  I  have  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  San  Francisco 
a  contract  prepared  in  this  Department,  which  has  been  signed  by  my- 
self, as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  Lewis  Gerstle,  as  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  which  was  executed  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1874,  and  is  an  agreement  that  the  said  company  may 
kill  90,000  fur-seals  upon  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  and  10,000  upon  the 
island  of  Saint  George. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  to  give  validity  to  this  contract,  that  the 
acting  vice-president  of  the  company  should  have  authority  from  the 
company  by  a  vote  of  the  board' of  directors  to  execute  this  contract,  and 
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I  will  thank  you  to  procare  aud  forward  to  this  Office  a  foruial  ratifica- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  vice-president  in  the  matter. 
I  am.  very  respectfully. 

WM.  A.  RICHAEDSON, 
Secr^ary, 
H.  M.  EUTCHIKSOX,  Esq., 

0/ Alaska  Commercial  Company^  Washingtofif  D.  C.  .-^^ 


No.  123.  ^^^^ 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  May  11, 1874. 
SiB :  Referring  to  your  letters  of  the  5th  and  7th  instant,  with  their 
respective  inclosare,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of 
instructions,  dated  the  9th  instant,  given  to  Lieut  Washburn  Maynard, 
who  has  been  detailed  under  the  act  of  April  22, 1874,  to  inquire,  in  con- 
nection with  the  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  into  the 
condition  of  the  seal-fisheries  in  Alaska. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  M,  ROBESON, 
ISecretary  of  the  Navy. 

Hon.  W.  A.  RiCHABDSON, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Navy  Department,  May  9, 1874. 

SiB:  Tou  are  hereby  detailed,  in  conformity  wi£h  law,  bill  No.  2667, 
inclosed. 

A  (k)py  of  the  original  contract,  made  August  23, 1870,  marked  A; 
supplementary  contract,  dated  March  25, 1874,  marked  B }  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  May  5, 1874,  to  this  Department,  and 
the  appended  instructions  of  Captain  Baker,  commanding  United  States 
revenue-cutter  Reliance,  and  Henry  W.  Elliott,  esq.,  marked  G,  are 
also  inclosed  for  your  instruction  and  guidance. 

You  will  observe  that  the  proviso  through  which  your  detail  upon 
this  duty  is  necessary,  not  only  gives  you  the  same  duties  as  are  given 
to  the  special  agent,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  also  directs  that  you  shall  inquire  and  report  whether  the  contracts 
as  to  the  seal-fisheries  have  been  complied  with  by  the  persons  or  com- 
pany now  in  possession,  and  whether  said  contracts  can  be  safely  ex- 
tended. 

This  latter  duty  being  under  your  sole  charge,  you  will  consider  It 
your  special  one,  and  will  give  it  your  careful  aud  earnest  attention, 
and  consider  the  joint  duties  devolving  upon  the  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury  and  yourself  as  secondary  with  you  to  the  main  object  of  your 
inquiry,  and  requiring  your  personal  attention,  and  report  only  so  far  as 
may  be  possible,  without  in  any  way  interfering  with  a  careful,  CuU,  and 
proper  discharge  of  what  has  been  specially  assigned  to  yon. 

The  provisions  of  the  law  do  not  design  a  joint  report,  but  that  the 
special  agent  of  the  Treaaury  Department  should  report  to  it,  and  that 
you  should  report  to  this  Department,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  law. 

Great  discretion  will  be  required  on  your  part  to  ascertain  all  the  facts 
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desired,  and  arrive  at  the  conclusions  required  in  your  report,  and  in 
avoiding  all  discussion  and  expression  of  opinion  other  than  in  an 
official  form,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  misapprehensions  and 
cavil. 

The  Department  recommends  a  careful  study  and  consideration  of  the 
delicate  and  responsible  duties  assigned  you,  and  for  this  object  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  and  all  of  its  stipulations  will  be  borne  in  mind 
by  you,  and  it  desires  that  you  will  weigh  well  the  testimony,  of  what- 
ever sort,  that  may  present  itself^^r- be  presented  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duties. 

You  will  also  keep  the  Department  advised  of  your  movements,  both 
past  and  prospectively,  aB  far  as  possible,  and  the  particular  subject* 
that  have  been  engaging  your  attention ;  but  it  is  not  supposed,  on  60 
difficult  a  subject,  that  you  will  report  until  your  investigations  are 
ample,  and  that  you  will  have  the  advantages  derived  from  a  suffidenc 
experience. 

Information  of  a  maritime  character,  as  obtained,  will  be  forwarded, 
and  especially  such  as  will  aid  in  the  development  of  the  cod  and  other 
sea  fisheries,  or  whatever  else  that  may  tend  to  open  new  fields  cf 
employment,  or  to  increase  our  maritime  interests  in  those  waters. 

You  will  proceed,  in  obedience  to  these  instructions,  in  such  a  mat- 
ner  as  may  be  determined  upon  after  conferring  with  Mr.  Elliott,  the 
special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  Captain  Baker,  com- 
manding the  revenue-cutter  Eeliance. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  ROBESON, 
Secretart^  of  the  Nary. 

Lieut.  Washburn  Maynaed, 

United  States  Navy^  San  Francisco,  Cal 
p.  g. — I  inclose  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  7th  instant,  from 
tl\e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  its  accompaniments. 


No.  124. 


Washington,  May  11, 1874. 

Siii :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  9th  instant,  requiring  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  to  forward  to  the  Treasury  Department  its  formal 
ratification,  by  a  vote  of  directors,  of  the  contract  executed  by  its  vice- 
president  on  the  25th  of  March,  1874,  by  which  it  is  agreed  that  the  said 
company  may  kill  90,000  fur-seals  on  the  island  of  Saint  Panl  and 
10,000  on  the' island  of  Saint  George. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  your  communication  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  that,  at  its  regular 
annual  meeting  in  June  next,  the  ratification  will  be  duly  made  and 
certified  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HUTCHINSON. 

Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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No.  125. 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  20, 1874. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  following  papers,  viz : 
First  A  resolution  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company,  ratifying  the  agreement  execated  by  Lewis  Oerstle,  esq., 
vice-president  of  the  said  company,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
March  25, 1874,  under  the  authority  of  the  act  approved  March  24, 1874, 
Second.  A  letter  of  instruction  to  H.  W.  Mclntyre,  agent  of  said  com- 
pany at  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  Islands,  Alaska,  directing  him  to 
afford  all  proper  facilities  and  information  to  Professor  Elliott  and  Lieu- 
tenant Maynard  in  their  examination  of  the  affairs  of  said  company  at 
said  islands. 

Third.  A  letter  of  instructions  to  the  agents  of  said  company  in  the 
Territory  of  Alaska,  containing  similar  directions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  HUTCHINSON. 
Hon.  B.  H.  Bristow, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 


Resolutions  of  Alaska  Co^nniercial  Company. 

Resolutions  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  June  10, 1874. 

Whereas  a  certain  agreement  was  made  and  entered  into,  in  writing, 
between  William  A.  Richardson,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  twenty-fourth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend  an  act 
to  prevent  the  extermination  of  the  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,  ap- 
proved July  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy,"  and  this  company, 
through  Lewis  Oerstle,  vice-president  and  acting  president,  by  authority 
of  this  company,  which  agreement  bears  date  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March,  eighteen  and  seventy-four ;  and  whereas  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment at  Washington  desire  evidence  of  the  authority  of  said  Oerstle  to 
execute  said  contract  on  behalf  of  this  company :    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  acts  and  doings  of  said  Oerstle  in  signing  said  con- 
tract on  behalf  of  this  company,  and  attaching  thereto  the  corporate 
seal  of  this  company,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ratified,  afBrmed,  and 
in  all  respects  made  valid,  and  that  the  said  agreement  shall,  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places,  be  taken  and  held  to  be  the  act  and  deed  of  this  com- 
pany. 

Resolved  J  That  the  secretary  of  this  company  be,  and  is  hereby,  directed 
to  make  and  certify,  under  the  corporate  seal  of  this  company,  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions,  and  to  forward  the  same  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

[SEAL.]  E.  NEWMAN, 

Secretary  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 


San  Francisco,  May  18, 1874. 
Dear  Sm:  In  compliance  with  an  act  of  Congress  approved  April  22, 
1874,  n.  W.  Elliott,  esq.,  has  been  appointed  for  the  pa^^gflggj^f  €5^©3P^ 


122  ALASKA. 

authentic  information  as  to.  the  condition  and  importance  of  the  far- 
trade  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska. 

The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  the  same  authority,  de- 
tails Lieut.  Washburn  Maynard  to  accompany  Mr.  Elliott  to  the  seal- 
islands,  to  examine  into  and  report  whether  the  contract  as  to  the  seal- 
fisheries  has  been  complied  with  by  the  persons  or  company  now  io  pos- 
session, and  whether  said  contract  can  safely  be  extended. 

Anxious  to  furnish  the  Government  with  the  roost  accurate  and  reiia 
ble  information  in  reference  to  the  subject  above  referred  to.  the  bosmi 
of  directors  of  this  company  have  authorized  me  to  issue  an  open  letter 
of  instructions/directed  to  the  agents  at  the  different  stations  in  Alaska, 
commanding  that  every  possible  facility  shall  be  afforded  co  either  or 
both  of  these  gentlemen,  and  every  information  that  they  may  desire  io 
the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties  shall  be  given  freely  and  with- 
out reserve. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  no  further  instructions  are  necessary 
on  my  part,  and  I  wish  simply  to  add  that  the  fullest  opportunity  shoold 
be  given  for  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  company's  affairs*  oo  both 
islands,  not  only  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  killing  the  seals,  and  the 
shipment  to  this  port  from  the  date  of  our  contract  with  the  Government 
until  now,  but  it  is  also  desirable  that  you  should  permic  either  or  both 
of  these  gentlemen  to  examine  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  company, 
80  far  as  it  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
question  under  consideration. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

LEWIS  GERSTLE, 
TioePreridenL 

H.  W.  McIntyre,  Esq., 

Agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company^ 

Saint  PauPs  Island^  Alaska, 


To  the  Agents  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company^  Alaska  : 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  the 
bearer  of  this,  Prof.  H.  W.  Elliott,  appointed  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment in  accordance  with  an  act  of  Congress  approved  April  22, 1874,  for 
the  purpose  of  gathering  authentic  information  as  to  the  condition  and 
importance  of  the  fur-trade  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska. 

In  order  to  enable  Professor  Elliott  to  report  to  the  Department  oor- 
rectly  in  reference  to  the  subjects  above  referred  to,  you  are  hereby 
authorized  and  instructed  not  only  to  afford  Professor  Elliott  all  the 
facilities  in  your  power  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  t#  him  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  but  it  is  also  expected  that  you  will  take 
special  pains  to  furnish  him  with  whatever  information  he  may  desire  in 
connection  with  the  fur-trade  of  your  district. 

Professor  Elliott  being  also  connected  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
at  Washington,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  permit  him  to  select  at  bis 
option  any  articles  of  curiosity  that  he  may  fiud  among  your  stores, 
and  should  you  be  in  possession  of  any  particular  kind  of  fur  which  he 
may  deem  of  special  interest  for  the  purpose  above  indicated,  yon  are 
hereby  instructed  to  deliver  the  same  to  him. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

LEWIS  GERSTLE, 
Vici'Presideitt. 
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No.  126. 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 

Saint  PauPs  Island,  May  24, 1874, 

To  COLLEGTOR  OF  CUSTOMS, 

San  i^ranciscoj  CaL : 
I  hereby  certify  that  there  have  been  this  day  shipped,  on  board  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company's  steamer  Alexander,  for  transshipment 
at  OuaTaska,  40,000  fur-seal  skins,  all  of  this  year's  catch. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islands. 


No.  127. 


Treasury  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  Pauts  Inland,  Alaska,  August  7,  1874. 
To  Collector  of. Customs, 

San  Francisco,  CaL : 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  shipped, 
on  board  steamer  Alexander,  for  San  Francisco  direct,  49,238  fur-seal 
skins,  taken  on  this  island  this  year.  Said  steamer  has  also  on  board 
5^20  far-seal  skins  shipped  at  Saint  George  Island,  July  31,  being  the 
balance  of  this  year's  quota  for  this  island. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islands. 


No.  128. 

Custom- House,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

CoUector^s  Office,  November  16,  1874. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  inspector's  returns  of  car- 
goes unladen  from  the  American  bark  Cyane  and  steamer  Alexander^ 
discharged  September  2  and  5,  respectively,  said  cargoes  consisting  of 
45,068  and  54,656  fur-seal  skins  -,  total,  99,742  of  the  catch  of  the  year 
1874.     • 

I  also  inclose  original  certificate  of  deposit  No.  927,  by  B.  Davidson 
&  Company,  of  San  Francisco,  for  account  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  through  A.  Belmont  &  Company,  with  the  assistant  treasurer 
at  New  York,  of  the  amount  of  $261,822.75,  beitig  the  tax  on  99,742 
skins. 

I  am,  v^y  respectfully, 

T.  B.  SHANNON, 
,  Collect<^r. 

Hou.  B.  H.  Bristow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  129. 


Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  30,  1874. 
Sib:  Respectfully  referring  to  the  letter  of  this  Department  addressed 
to  you  August  31, 1870,  transmitting  for  the  files  of  your  office  the  lease 
and  bond  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  under  the  act  of  July 
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1, 1870, 1  inclose  herewith  an  agreement  made  between  this  Depart- 
ment and  said  company  under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  24, 
1874,  and  dated  March  25, 1874,  making  certain  changes  in  the  condi- 
tions of  said  lease,  and  would  request  that  said  agreement  may  be 
placed  on  file  in  your  office  with  the  other  papers  ^bove  referred  to. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

Secretary. 
R.  W.  Taylbr, 

First  Comptroller. 


No.  130. 


Island  of  Saint  GBORaE,  Behring  Sea, 

March  15,  1875. 

Sir  :  On  the  1st  of  September  last  the  natives  reported  that  the  crew 
of  the  otter-bunting  schooner  Cygnet  were  shooting  seals  from  the  deck 
of  the  vessel,  as  she  lay  at  anchor  in  Zapadnee  Bay,  five  miles  from  the 
village.  When  a  seal  was  killed  they  would  lower  a  boat,  take  it  on 
board,  and,  after  skinning  it,  would  throw  the  carcass  overboard.  I 
immediately  sent  a  party  of  natives  to  watch  the  Cygnet,  and  ascertain, 
if  possible,  how  many  seals  were  killed,  and  also  sent  a  letter  to  the 
captain  of  the  vessel,  informing  him  that  his  actions  were  illegal  and 
that  he  must  leave  these  shores  at  once.  As  there  were  no  boats  on  the 
south  side  of  the  island,  signals  were  made  for  a  boat  from  the  Cygnet 
to  come  ashore. 

The  next  day  the  natives  informed  me  that  the  signals  were  unan- 
swered and  that  no  communication  was  had  with  the  vessel ;  that  the 
crew  had  lowered  two  boats,  and  were  killing  seals  in  the  water,  und^ 
the  cliff  near  the  rookery,  and  that  the  seals  were  evidently  very  much 
alarmed,  as  they  were  leaving  the  breeding  and  hauling  grounds,  and 
were  taking  to  the  water  in  great  numbers.  A  heavy  sea  was  runniDg 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island,  and  the  breakers  rendered  it  extremely 
hazardous  to  launch  the  whale-boat  and  sail  around  the  island  to  South- 
west Bay,  and,  as  the  natives  are  poor  sailors,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent 
to  make  the  attempt.  Still,  I  wished  to  give  the  captain  of  the  vessel 
timely  warning  before  proceeding  to  any  harsh  measures.  (I  had  armed 
the  natives,  with  the  intention  of  repelling  by  force  any  attempts  to  kill 
seal  on  the  rookeries  or  within  rifle-shot  of  the  shore,  if  the  crew  still 
persisted  in  doing  so  after  the  receipt  of  my  letter  by  the  captain.)  I 
had  the  natives  carry  one  of  their  by  darkies  across  the  island  to  Zapad- 
nee and  sent  the  letter  before  referred  to,  and  also  requested  an  inter- 
view with  the  captain  on  the  beach,  which  he  at  once  granted. 

Captain  Kimberly  was  very  much  astonished  when  informed  that  he 
was  violating  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  acknowledged  that  he  had 
been  killing  seals,  but  maintained  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  extend  to  the  waters  of  Behring  Sea,  but  only  over  the 
Pribyloff  Islands.  I  informed  him  that  the  phraseology  of  the  act 
approved  July  1, 1870,  was  quite  plain  and  there  was  no  mistaking  its 
meaning;  that  the  second  section  of  said  act  provides  ♦  ♦  ♦  "  that  it 
shall  be  unlawful  to  kill  any  seal  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said  islands, 
or  on  the  beaches,  cliffs,  or  rocks  where  they  haul  up  from  the  sea  to 
remain ;  and  any  person  who  shall  violate  either  of  the  provisions  of 
this  or  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall  be  punished,  on  conviction 
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thereof,  for  each  offense  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  two  haudred  dollars 
nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
six  months,  or  by  such  fine  and  imprisonment  both,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  ooart  having  jurisdiction  and  taking  cognizance  of  the  offense ;  and 
all  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  whose  crew  shall  be 
found  engaged  in  the  violation  of  a.ny  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  forfeited  to  the  United  States." 

He  replied  that,  if  that  was  the  law,  of  course  he  had  violated  it,  but 
had  done  so  innocently.;  that  he  was  engaged  in  otter-hunting,  and  had 
at  that  time  two  hundred  skins  on  board ;  that  he  was  looking  for  a 
kelp-patch  to  the  west  of  the  island,  where  he  expected  to  find  otter  in 
abundance,  and  was  only  waiting  for  calm  weather,  so  that  he  could 
hunt  them  in  small  boats,  and  that  he  had  not  fitted  out  for  any  pur- 
pose other  than  otter-hunting.  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  why  he  had 
not  answered  my  signals  and  sent  a  boat  ashore,  he  replied  that  he  sup- 
posed they  were  made  by  the  natives,  prompted  either  by  motives  of 
trade  or  curiosity,  and  therefore  paid  no  attention  to  them ;  had  he 
known  that  they  were  made  by  white  men  he  should  have  sent  a  boat 
ashore  at  once. 

I  informed  Oaptain  Eimberly  that  he  must  return  to  me  the  skins  of 
all  the  seals  he  had  killed  and  leave  the  shores  of  this  island  at  once. 
The  natives  reported  that  he  had  killed  thirty-four  seals,  but  Oaptain 
Kimberly  said  that  he  had  killed  thirty-five,  and  would  bring  them 
ashore  at  once,  which  he  did.  These  skins  I  salted  and  stored  in  the 
company's  magazine  at  Zapadnee,  where  I  supposed  they  would  be  per- 
fectly safe ;  but  the  foxes  effected  an  entrance  into  the  salt-house  by 
^S^i^S  under  the  floor  and  destroyed  every  one  of  them.  It  may  be 
proper,  however,  to  state  that  these  skins  were  deemed  stagey  by  the 
company's  agent,  or  I  should  have  turned  them  in  to  the  company,  to 
be  included  in  this  year's  quota.  The  Cygnet  left  that  same  afternoon, 
September  2, 1874,  and  has  not  been  seen  in  these  waters  since. 

The  captain's  full  name  is  Samuel  Kimberly,  and  the  second  officer's 
Gannon ;  the  latter  was  engaged  in  sealing  on  this  island  in  1868. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  J.  McINTTEE, 
Assistant  Treasury  Agent,  Saint  Qeorge,  Almka  Ter. 


No.  131. 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 

Saint  Paul's  Island,  Alaska. 
May  12, 1875. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  island,  on 
tbe  10th  ult.,  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  steamer  Alexander, 
22  days  from  San  Francisco,  laden  with  supplies  for  the  seal-islands, 
also  bringing  as  passenger,  Samuel  Falconer,  esq.,  assistant  Treasury 
agent,  returned  from  leave  of  absence,  and  reports  here  for  assignment 
for  duty.  I  have  received  no  communication  from  the  Department  by 
mail,  but  learn  from  Mr.  Falconer  that  Assistant  Agent  Teven  had  been 
relieved  and  another  appointed  in  his  place,  and  from  his  non-arrival 
must  conclude  he  was  detained  on  the  road  and  failed  to  connect  with 
the  steamer,  and  may  be  expected  to  arrive  here  late  in  June.  Assist- 
tant  Agent  Samuel  Falconer  will  be  again  placed  in  charge  of  Saint 
George's  Island,  and  no  changes  need  be  until  the  arrival  of  the  newly- 
appointed  agent. 
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I  have  deceived  the  letter  grantinpr  leave  of  absence,  to  take  effect  at 
the  close  of  the  season,  of  which  I  shall  avail  myself,  and  would  most 
respectfully  request  that  the  collector  of  customs  at  San  Francisco  be 
authorized  to  pay,  on  my  vouchers,  my  salary  from  April  14th  to  Aagnst 
31st,  inclusive.  This  advance  is  necessary  to  enable  me  to  settle  my 
bill  in  San  Francisco,  and  meet  the  expense  of  taking  my  family  East. 

I  have  had  no  communication  with  the  island  of  Saint  George  since 
August  last,  as  the  steamer  did  not  touch  there  on  her  way  here,  and 
as  she  will  go  to  Onalaska  from  there  on  her  way  down,  before  she  re- 
turns here,  I  am  compelled  to  delay  any  report  on  that  island  until  I  re- 
ceive the  report  of  Assistant  Agent  William  J.  Mclntyre,  now  in  charge 
of  that  island. 

As  there  will  be  no  opportunity  for  the  Department  to  again  oommani- 
cate  with  these  islands  before  mj^  return  to  Washington,  when  I  shall 
file  a  detailed  report,  covering  my  six  years'  administration  of  these 
islands,  I  now  only  submit  a  brief  statement  of  the  occurrences  since  my 
last  report,  dated  August  7, 1874.  At  that  date  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  had  finished  taking  seals  for  their  skins,  the  number  then 
taken  being  sufficient,  when  added  to  the  skins  of  animals  killed  for  food 
after  the  close  of  the  last  season,  to  fill  the  quota  for  1874.  There 
were  taken  for  food  after  the  close  of  the  sealing  season,  from  July  30 
to  December  30,  3,585  fur-seals.  Of  these  skins,  626  were  of  no  value, 
from  the  animals  shedding  their  fur.  The  remainder,  2,959,  were  ac- 
cepted and  salted  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  to  be  counted 
as  a  part  of  the  quota  for  the  year  1875. 

The  past  winter  has  been  one  of  unprecedented  mildness,  the  mean 
temperature  of  the  months  of  November,  December,  January,  and  Feb- 
ruary all  being  above  the  freezing-point,  while  the  lowest  degree  of  cold 
occurred  in  March,  the  thermometer  falling  to  14  degrees  above 
zero.  Owing  to  the  mild  weather,  the  seals  delayed  their  departure 
from  the  island  much  later  than  usual,  considerable  bodies  of  them  re- 
maining until  February,  and  a  few  still  lingered  until  March.  The  first 
seals  returning  the  present  season,  landed  the  5th  of  April,  and  they 
are  now  present  in  about  the  same  condition  as  last  year  at  this  date. 

A  census,  taken  on  January  1,  shows  the  whole  number  of  native  pop- 
ulation on  the  island  to  be  two  hundred  and  twenty-two,  divided  as  fol- 
lows : 

Males.  Females. 
103  119 

Children  ander  five  years , 8  17 

Between  five  and  fifteen 17  2d 

Births  during  the  year 5  9 

Infants  less  tnan  one  year  old  living  January  1,  1875 3  6 

Deaths  during  the  year 3  7 

These  people  are  divided  into  sixty -four  families,  living  in  flfty-eiglit 
houses,  forty-four  of  them  built  of  wood  and  all  above,  ground,  and  four- 
teen are  turf  huts,  built  partially  in  the  ground.  The  past  year  twenty- 
one  cottages  have  been  built,  and  the  church  advanced  as  far  as  the 
material  on  the  island  permitted.  This  is  the  first  year  since  I  have  had 
charge  of  the  island  in  which  the  births  have  exceeded  the  deaths,  and 
there  is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  health  of  l^e  population,  partly 
due  to  the  mild  weather,  but  more  to  the  advantages  of  improved  houses 
and  the  facilities  thus  furnished  for  cleanliness,  ventilation,  and  other 
comforts.  The  supplies  have  been  abundant  and  the  prices  reasonable, 
except  the  article  of  coal.  Had  the  winter  proved  severe  there  would 
have  been  some  sufitering.    With  the  new  houses  this  becomes  one  of 
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the  greatest  necessities,  and  arrangements  are  now  made  to  secure  the 
landing  of  an  ample  sapply  for  the  present  year.  The  forty  tons  pro- 
vided for  distribution  gratis  by  the  lease  was  stored  until  January,when 
it  was  distributed  proportionately  to  each  family  weekly,  and  the  sup- 
ply lasted  until  the  end  of  March. 

The  school  was  commenced  in  the  first  week  of  October,  and  kept 
continually,  except  public  and  church  holidays.  The  first  months  a  very 
general  attendance  was  secured,  but  with  the  commencement  of  the  ' 
church  holidays  the  attendance  fell  off,  and  it  was  difficult,  without 
actual  compulsion,  to  secure  so  great  an  attendance  as  was  desirable. 
Mrs.  C  P.  Fish  labored  diligently  and  perseveringly  to  accomplish  her 
task,  and  a  few  who  have  become  attached  to  her  have  made  good  prog- 
re>8  in  reading,  writing,  and  simple  arithmetic.  The  strong  prejudice  that 
exists  among  some  of  the  more  bigoted  against  their  children  learning 
English,  lest  it  should  weaken  their  attachment  to  the  Russian  Church, 
prevents  a  cordial  action  on  the  part  of  many. 

In  regard  to  the  suppression  of  the  making  of  beer  or  quass,  from  fer- 
menting sugar  and  flour  together,  some  progress  has  been  made,  and 
there  has  been  less  drunkenness  than  in  any  former  year.  During  the 
month  of  September  berries  were  very  plentiful.  With  their  juice,  fer- 
mented with  sugar,  the  evil  became  so  serious  that  I  found  it  necessary  to 
restrict  the  sale  of  sugar  to  four  ounces  per  week  for  each  person,  and 
this  sufficed  to  check  the  evil.  This  regulation  was  maintained  until 
the  berrying  season  had  passed,  when,  on  the  promise  of  better  behavior, 
the  former  ration  was  restored  of  one  half-pound  weekly  to  each  person. 
But  with  this  allowance  some  save  theirs  until  sufficient  is  accumulated 
to  brew  a  quantity,  and  then  the  consequence  is  they  drink  it  secretly 
until  drunk  and  make  a  disturbance,  and  I  find  their  quass  and  destroy  it. 

The  civil  government  of  the  natives  has  been  administered  by  their 
own  chiefs,  or  tyores,  as  they  are  called.  There  are  three  of  these,  who 
exercise  both  the  judicial  and  executive  functions,  and  I  have  always 
made  it  a  point  not  to  interpose  my  authority  in  their  private  affairs 
unless  necessary,  and  have  only  had  two  cases  where  interference  was 
necessary  to  sustain  the  authority  of  the  chief.  Good  order  and  quiet 
have  been  maintained  and  all  misdemeanors  known  have  been  punished. 
No  serious  acts  occurred,  and  only  a  few  cases  of  petty  theft  occurred. 

On  the  morning  of  August  20,  a  schooner  was  reported  approaching 
the  island  from  eastward.  Supposing  it  to  be  a  vessel  belonging  to  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  a  flag  was  set  to  indicate  the  point  of 
landing ;  but  when  near  the  southeast  point  of  the  island  she  kept 
away  and  ran  down  toward  Otter  Island,  about  eight  miles  distant,  and 
lowered  a  boat  that  pulled  to  the  landing.  Lest  the  seals  should  be 
disturbed  I  took  one  of  the  chiefs  and  boat  and  started  for  the  island. 
Before  reaching  it  the  vessel  took  up  her  boat  and  stood  to  westward. 
On  landing  I  found  no  appearance  of  the  seals  being  disturbed.  The  ves- 
sel still  steering  to  westward,  at  3  o'clock  I  returned  to  the  village  of 
Saint  Paul's.  As  soon  as  I  had  returned,  the  vessel  changed  her  course 
and  returned  to  the  Otter  Island  again ;  and  at  dark  was  near  the  east 
point  of  the  island.  Men  were  stationed  on  the  rookeries  to  prevent 
any  disturbance  there.  At  daylight  the  schooner  pressed  near  the  reef 
and  along  the  southwest  shore,  heading  to  north,  passed  out  of  sight 
behind  the  island.  A  messenger  sent  to  observe  her  movements  re- 
turned at  noon  and  reported  the  vessel  going  around  the  island  to  north- 
east. The  vessel,  after  rounding  the  northeast  point,  steered  to  east- 
ward, passing  out  of  sight. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  August  some  native^A^h^  h^^J^^^ 
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out  fishing  Gamie  in  at  dark  and  reported  a  schooner  at  anchor  be- 
hind Otter  Island,  and  that  boats  were  moving  aboat,  and  that 
they  heard  reports  of  guns  and  saw  smoke,  as  if  they  were  shooting 
seals.  Kerok  Bootrin,  the  first  chief,  volunteered  to  take  a  boat  and 
go  and  see  about  the  truth  of  the  report.  Mr.  Benj.  G.  Mclntyre 
accompanied  them,  and  from  him  and  the  chief  gathered  the  following 
statement :  The  boat  arrived  at  the  island  half  past  11,  and,  on  cross- 
ing to  the  other  side,  saw  the  schooner  at  anchor  under  a  high  bluff, 
completely  concealing  her  from  view  from  Saint  Paul's  Island.  In 
the  morning,  as  soon  as  it  was  sufficiently  light,  they  launched  their 
boat,  and,  pulling  around  the  island,  came  on  the  schooner  by  surprise. 
Before  she  could  get  under  way  they  were  on  board.  It  proved  to  be 
the  schooner  Oygnet,  of  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.;  Kemberly,  master.  He 
was  evidently  much  disturbed  by  being  boarded  so  unexpectedly.  The 
captain  said  he  was  hunting  for  sea-otters,  and  had  taken  one  hundred 
and  sixty  pelts  near  the  island  of  Saronake.  There  were  the  carcasses 
of  two  fur-seals  hanging  in  the  rigging,  and  the  pelts  lying  on  deck. 
Captain  Kemberly  said  be  had  captured  them  in  the  water  for  fresh 
food  for  some  Kolah  Indians  in  his  crew.  The  boats  Were  stained  with 
blood,  as  if  recently  used.  Captain  Kemberly  explained  that  they  did 
not  usually  clean  their  boats  until  the  end  of  the  season.  In  the  mean 
time  the  vessel  hM  got  under  way,  and  the  boat's  crew  were  informed 
that  they  must  leave  or  go  to  sea  with  them.  Captain  Kemberly  stated 
that  the  vessel  had  been  at  anchor  thirty -six  hours  when  boarded  by  the 
boat.  ISo  doubt  could  be  entertained  that  they  were  taking  seals  by 
shooting  them  in  the  water.  The  boat  landed  and  examined  the  shore 
by  daylight,  and  found  no  seals  had  been  killed  there ;  then  retnmed  to 
Saint  Paul's  village. 

Sea-Otter  Island  is  a  small,  rocky  island,  about  eight  miles  distant 
from  Saint  Paul's.  It  is  one-half  mile  long  and  half  that  in  breadth.  Its 
ends  and  further  side  are  perpendicular  cliffs,  against  which  the  sea 
breaks,  and  afford  no  foot-hold  for  landing.  Its  other  side  faces  Saint 
Paul's  and  slopes  from  the  center  gently  to  the  shore.  Here  is  the  only 
boat-landing :  any  object  the  size  of  a  vessel  can  be  seen  from  the  hUl 
in  the  rear  oi  the  village.  •  Should  this  attempt  be  repeated,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  put  a  party  on  it  to  prevent  its  injury  by  disturbing  the 
seals.  As  it  is  only  a  rock,  without  any  reliable  supply  of  fresh  water, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  large  boat  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
supplies  there.  This  island  has  no  breeding-rookery  on  it,  but  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September  five  or  six  thousand  seals  resort  there 
to  rest  and  play  on  its  ontlying  rocks  and  ledges. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

CHAELES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Ag&iit  in  charge  Seal  Islanii. 

Hon.  B.  H.  Beistow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


ST.  PAUL'S  ISLAND. 

I  herewith  inclose  an  affidavit  sworn  before  me  by  Benjamin  G.  Mcln- 
tyre on  September  10th,  that  it  may  be  of  service  should  any  proceed- 
ing be  instituted. 

CHAELES  BRTAJTT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islands. 
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Affidavit 
St.  Paul's  Island, 

Alatka  Territortf,  88 : 

Personally  appeared  before  mei  Charles  Bryafit,  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  De' 
partniADt,  nnder  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  5, 1873,  B.  G.  Mclntyre,  who,  on 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

I  am  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  in  charge  of  said  company's  busi- 
ness at  Saint  Paul's  Island,  Alaska. 

That  on  the  19th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1874,  the  schooner  Cygnet,  of  Santa  Bar- 
bora,  Captain  Kemberly,  appeared  off  said  island. 

That  on  the  attempt  being  made  by  Capt.  Charles  Bryant,  special  Treasury  agent 
in  charge  of  the  seal  islands,  to  board  said  vessel,  she  stood  away,  after  she  had  low- 
ered her  boat. 

That  said  schooner  sailed  around  the  island  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  August,  1874, 
and  disappeared  on  the  20th  of  that  month. 

That  on  the  29th  day  of  said  month,  said  vessel  was  again  discovered  by  the  natives 
of  said  island,  at  anchor  behind  the  bluffs  of  Otter  Island,  where  she  was  engaged,  as 
they  believe,  in  unlawfully  shooting  fur-seals  in  the  water  near  said  Otter  Island. 

That  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  said  month,  deponent  went  to  Otter  Island,  under 
cover  of  darkness,  where  he  hid  until  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  said 
month,  when,  by  pulling  alongside  said  vessel  suddenly,  he  surprised  her  crew  and 
boarded  her. 

That  he  saw  on  board  said  vessel  the  carcasses  of  several  fur-seals,  and  which  were 
admitted  to  be  such  by  the  captain  of  said  vessel. 

That  the  said  Captain  Kemberly  informed  deponent  that  he  had  on  board  the  skins 
of  several  fur-seals  caught  in  the  waters  about  the  seal  islands  of  Alaska,  and  requested 
deponent  to  inform  the  special  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the  seal  islands  that  he 
intended  to  keep  said  skins. 

That  said  Captain  Kemberly  Informed  deponent  that  he  had  endeavored  to  avoid 
seeing  any  person  from  the  islands. 

That  on  different  occasions  deponent  saw  several  shots  fired  from  the  deck  of  said 
vessel,  and  saw  the  boat  lowered  and  something  taken  on  board  which  he  believed  to 
have  been  fur-seals  unlawfully  shot  and  killed  in  the  waters  acyacent  to  the  seal 
islands. 

B.  G.  MclNTYRE. 

Done  at  my  office  un  Saint  Paul's  Island,  this  10th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1874. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Special  Ti'easury  Agent  in  charge  of  the  Seal  Islands. 


No.  132. 


Island  of  Saint  George, 

Behring  Sea^  May  20,  1875. 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Alexander  arrived  here  on  the  8th  of  August  last, 
on  her  way  to  San  Francisco,  and  brought  me  your  letter  of  instructions 
for  the  winter. 

About  the  middle  of  August  last  I  punished  three  natives  for  drinking 
"  quass."  I  then  informed  all  the  natives  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  break  up  the  practice  of  brewing  and  drinking  "  quaas'' 
on  these  islands,  and  that  it  must  be  discontinued  in  the  future.  This 
was  the  first  as  well  as  the  last  instance  of  "  quass  "  having  been  made 
or  drunkenness  observed  during  the  winter ;  the  natives  have  been 
sober,  steady,  and  industrious,  and  have  conducted  themselves  upon  all 
occasions  in  the  most  exemplary  manner.  I  watched  them  so  closely 
that  they  could  not  make  "quass''  and  escape  detection. 

There'has  been  a  great  dejil  of  sickness  on  the  island  during  the  past 
winter.  At  one  time  it  seemed  as  if  every  one  in  the  village  was 
down  with  sickness.  From  the  8th  of  August  up  to  the  date  of  this  re- 
]>ort  there  have  been  nine  deaths  and  only  four  births.  Among  the 
deaths  three  were  grown  people  and  the  remainder  were  children. 

Only  one  accident  occurred  during  the  winter,  and  that  was  occasioned,  ^ 
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tbrougli  carelessness  in  handling  a  gan,  the  charge  of  which  passed 
through  the  native's  hand,  necessitating  amputation  at  the  wrist. 

The  bull-seals  commenced  to  haul  up  on  the  5th  instant,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  I  called  in  all  fire-arms  and  forbade  any  person  going  near 
the  breeding-rookeries. 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  fur-seals  were  killed  for  food ; 
of  this  number  205  were  accepted  by  the  company,  to  be  included  in  the 
quota  of  1875 ;  of  the  remaining,  2,100  were  pups  and  the  rest  stagey. 

The  school  has  been  kept  open  in  accordance  with  law ;  the  average 
daily  attendance  was  eleven,  and  the  progress  of  the  scholars  has  been 
very  flattering. 

1  have  had  the  Government  house  thoroughly,  cleaned,  papered,  and 
painted  both  inside  and  out  with  two  coats ;  the  inside  I  painted  white 
and  the  outside  a  very  pretty  brown,  with  white  trimmings.  I  bavealso 
painted  the  fence  a  light  brown.  In  the  fall  I  banked  the  foundations  op 
to  the  woodwork.  A  new  floor  is  necessary  for  the  office  and  large 
rooms ;  the  old  floor  is  badly  worn,  and  has  shrunk  a  great  deal,  and  I 
have  to  request  that  you  authorize  me  to  put  down  a  new  floor  daring 
the  fall  or  winter ;  a  new  stove  is  also  wanted,  and  a  new  carpet  and 
double  bedstead ;  these  are  the  only  additional  improvements  necessary 
at  present.  I  considered  the  repairs  made  this  spring  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  proper  preservation  of  the  property. 

The  following  is  the  meteorological  record  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  April,  1876 : 


Months. 

Average  montLly 
temxieratare. 

Months. 

Average  monthly 
temperatare. 

Mav 

40.22  above  zero. 

33.2  above  zero. 
36.11  above  zero. 

37.3  above  zero. 
32.26  above  zero. 
32.26  above  zero. 

November......  ,.«•.. 

42.20  above  sero. 

,  *•'' 

Jane ....••....  -..-. 

December ............ 

47.9    above  zero. 

Julv 

January  ............. 

49.7    above  zeroi 

AnfftiBt . -. ........ 

February  ............ 

52.9    above  zero. 

Seotember ........... 

March 

49.      above  zero. 

October 

April 

40.      above  zero. 

I  inclose  a  separate  report  concerning  the  killing  of  far-seals  by  the 
crew  of  the  otter-hunting  schooner  Cygdet,  September,  with  affidavit 

I  respectfully  request  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  lease  and  all 
acts  of  Congress  pertaining  to  the  seal-islands,  and  any  other  informa- 
tion pertinent  thereto. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  turned  over  all  Govern- 
ment property  to  Assistant  Treasury  Agent  Samuel  Falconer,  who 
arrived  here  on  the  15th  instant. 

At  the  close  of  the  sealing  season  of  1875, 1  shall  make  a  report  con- 
cerning the  breeding  and  hauling  grounds,  the  approximate  strength  of 
the  rookeries,  and  the  mode  of  selecting  killing  seals ;  I  will  then  be 
able  to  verify  my  figures  made  this  spring,  and  take  advantage  of  the 
information  acquired  during  the  past  year. 

While  in  charge  of  this  island  I  have  seen  that  the  natives  were  pro- 
tected in  all  their  rights,  and  that  the  spirit  of  the  act  and  lease  was 
carried  out  in  every  particular. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  J.  McINTYRB, 

Special  Agent^  I'aint  Oeorge. 
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Xo.  133. 

Treasuey  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  FauVs  Island^  A.  T.,  May  26,  1875. 
Sib  :  I  herewitli  transmit  to  tbe  Department  a  letter,  with  accompa- 
nying affidavit,  received  from  Assistant  Treasury  Agent  Wm.  J.  Mcln- 
tyre,  concerning  the  killing  of  fur-seals  unlawfully  by  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Cygnet,  near  the  island  of  Saint  George,  during 
the  month  of  September  of  the  year  1874.  •  The  Jetter  will  explain  the 
whole  proceedings,  and  the  promptness  and  energy  with  which  said 
Assistant  Agent  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre  acted  was  very  commendable.  This 
is  the  same  vessel  mentioned  in  my  report  of  May  12  ultimo,  and  I 
have  since  learned  said  vessel  has  since  been  to  the  port  of  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  and  sold  her  furs,  and  refitted  for  another  cruise  on 
these  waters  this  coming  season.  Every  precaution  will  be  taken  to 
prevent  any  killing  of  seals  by  the  officers  or  crew  of  said  vessel,  or  to 
seize  her,  if  possible.  In  the  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remnin,  with  respect, 

CHAELES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands. 
Hon.  B.  H.  Bbistow, 

Secretary  Treasury. 


[Affidavit  of  Zecar  Oiiatigoflf.j 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre,  assistant  Treasury 
agent  United  States,  (appointed  under  the  act  of  March  5, 1872,)  at  Saint 
George  Island,  A.  T.,  this  fifth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  Zecar  Ostigoff,  who,  upon  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says : 

That  on  the  first  and  second  days  of  September,  A.  D.  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  I  saw  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Cyg- 
net, as  she  lay  at  anchor  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  or  thereabouts,  from 
the  shore  of  said  island  of  Saint  George,  A.  T.,  shoot  and  kill  fur-seals 
from  the  deck  of  said  vessel,  and  skin  said  seals  on  board ;  that  the 
said  crew  did  also  shoot  fur-seals  in  the  water  under  the  clifi",  about  five 
hundred  yards  or  thereabouts  from  the  shore  of  said  island ;  and  that, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  thirty-four  fur-seals  were  killed 
at  the  times  and  In  the  manner  before  specified. 

That  fur-seal  skins,  to  the  number  of  thirty-five,  were,  on  the  said  sec- 
ond day  of  September,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  returned  to  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre,  the  Government  officer  on  said 
island,  and  that  I,  by  the  direction  of  said  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre,  did  assist 
in  the  counting  and  salting  of  said  skins  in  the  salt-house  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  at  Saint  George  Island,  A.  T.,  on  the  date  last  men- 
tioned ;  and,  further,  that  the  said  thirty-five  fur-seal  skins  were  killed 
by  parties  other  than  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  without 
their  consent,  or  the  consent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

ZECAR  OUSTIGOFF. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  subscribe  my  hand  and  seal  on  the  said  fifth 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

WM.J.  McINTrRE,    fL.  s.] 
Assistant  Treasury  Agent^  C  8.  Treasury  Department  i 
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No.  134. 

Treasury  Agent's  Office, 

Saint  PauVs  Island^  May  2Sj  1875. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  affairs 
of  Saint  George  Island.  The  steamer,  when  driven  from  her  anchorage 
here  on  the  14th  instant,  proceeded  to  Saint  George,  wherfe,  finding  land- 
ing impracticable  at  the  village,  it  went  round  on  the  opposite  side, 
and,  after  landing  Assistant  Agent  Samuel  Falconer  and  Mr.  George 
F.  Adams,  subagent  for  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  the  steamer 
proceeded  to  Onalaska  with  the  freight  for  Saint  George  on  board. 

Keturning  thence  she  arrived  at  Saint  George  on  the  24th  instant, 
and,  after  discharging  the  portion  of  freight  for  that  station,  again  left 
for  this  island,  arriving  here  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  The  steamer 
brought  as  passengers  Father  Inocent  Shisenekoff,  arch-priest  of  the 
Eusso-Greek  Church  for  this  district  of  Aleutian  and  seal-islands;  also 
Paul  Shisenekoff,  a  former  resident  of  this  island,  who  has  been  to  San 
Francisco  to  be  ordained  as  a  resident  priest  here ;  also  Zachar  Shisen- 
ekoff  and  family,  former  residents  here,  who  have  been  living  at  Ona- 
laska. Air  these  are  to  reside  here  except  the  arch-priest,  who  will 
return  to  Onalaska  after  performing  the  necessary  ceremonies  for  install- 
ing his  brother  as  pastor  over  the  church  here.  Also  live  native  labor- 
ers to  do  the  labor  outside,  while  the  natives  here  are  employed  in  tak- 
ing seals ;  one  carpenter  from  Onalaska,  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  who 
now  returns  to  San  Francisco. 

By  this  vessel,  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  report  of  William  J.  Mclntyre, 
assistant  Treasury  agent,  who  has  had  charge  of  Saint  George  Island 
during  the  absence  of  Assistant  Agent  Samuel  Falconer.  A  duplicate 
copy  of  this  report  is  herewith  inclosed.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  report 
that  he  has,  withont  authority^  incurred  a  bill  for  labor  and  materials  for 
painting  and  refitting  the  Treasury  agent's  house  and  the  fence  aronnd 
It  of  over  one  hundred  and  seven  dollars.  The  vouchers  for  this  bill, 
together  with  the  pay-roll,  have  been  forwarded  for  my  approval.  1 
have  examined  these,  and  find  the  prices  reasonable  and  just,  and  have 
approved  them,  and  they  will  be  presented  to  the  collector  of  customs 
at  San  Francisco,  and  1  have  to  request  that  they  be  authorized  to  be 
paid. 

As  this  bill  is  nearly  double  my  estimates  for  this  purpose,  as  asked 
for  in  my  report  dated  August  7, 1874,  I  can  but  think  more  has  been 
done  and  greater  expense  incurred  than  the  exigency  of  the  circum- 
stances demanded.  It  will  be  seen,  also,  that  he  asked  for  authority  to 
put  down  a  new  floor  and  purchase  a  new  stove  and  carpet  and  double 
bed.  As  both  houses  were  built  at  the  same  time  and  furnished  alike,  with 
the  exception  of  the  bed,  (the  oflicer  then  in  charge  preferring  a  spring- 
bed  to  a  mattress,)  and  these  articles  here  in  this  house  scarcely  half 
worn,  I  must  consider  that  the  necessity  is  not  so  great  for  their  re- 
newal as  to  justify  my  giving  authority  to  purchase  new  ones  without 
waiting  the  pleasure  of  the  Department,  though  it  requires  a  year  to 
do  so. 

I  shall  visit  Saint  George  as  soon  as  the  newly-appointed  assistant  ar- 
rives. To  do  so  now,  and  leave  this  place  for  a  month  without  an  officer, 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  Government  interests. 

From  the  general  tenor  of  the  report  it  would  appear  that  the  affairs 
of  the  island  had  been  very  ably  administered,  but  I  regret  to  have  to 
state  that  I  have  information  from  other  sources  going  to  show  that 
Assistant  Agent  Mclntyre  has  been  guilty  of  unwarrantecLharslmess  in 
his  treatment  of  the  natives.  *  Digitized  by  ^UU^ It 
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Gregor  Koliclneff,  the  second  chief  of  Saiat  George  Island,  is  here  in 
charge  of  the  working-party  of  eleven  men. 

Last  evening,  said  Kolichieflf,  accompanied  bj'  Keprian  Makoolieff, 
!N^icholi  Ostigoff,  Zahar  Ostigoff,  and  Berese  Gallanisu,  came  before  me 
and  made  the  following  charges:  It  would  appear  that  Keprian  Makoo- 
lieff has  a  son  named  Esan,  a  boy  about  eight  years  old,  and  that,  instead 
of  sending  him  lo  the  English  school  kept  by  Mr.  Mclntyre  himself  for 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  his  father  sent  him  to  study  with 
aforementioned  Kolichieff  and  learn  Prussian.  In  November,  when  the 
boy's  father  was  away  from  home,  Mr.  Mclntyre  went  to  said  Kolichieff 's 
hoase  and  forbid  his  teaching  the  boy  Prussian,  and  ordered  him  to  send 
the  boy  to  the  school  kept  by  himself.  Kolichieff  said  he  had  no  right 
to  send  the  boy,  as  he  was  not  the  boy's  father,  whereupon  Mr.  Mclntyre 
took  the  boy  to  the  school-house  and  locked  him  in  to  keep  him  in  all 
night,  as  a  punishment  for  not  coming  to  school.  The  boy,  not  being 
used  to  such  treatment,  escaped  through  the  window  in  the  night  and 
tied  to  Zapadnez,  a  place  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island,  distant  five 
miles,  where  the  father  was  gathering  drift-wood.  In  the  morning,  Mr. 
Mclntyre  sent  Zahar  Oustigoff  to  order  the  father  to  bring  the  boy  home, 
and  immediately  on  their  arrival,  he,  Mr.  Mclntyre,  attempted  to  seize 
the  boy,  but  the  father  would  not  let  him.  He,  Mr.  Mclntyre,  returned 
to  his  own  house,  got  a  pistol  and  pair  of  handcuffs,  and  again  returned 
to  the  native's  house  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  both  father  and  son. 
Upon  seeing  this,  the  native,  fearing  for  his  life,  fled  from  his  house  with 
only  his  pants  and  shirt,  and  in  this  condition  hid  himself  in  the  cliffs 
at  the  east  end  of  the  island,  where  the  people  found  him  on  the  third 
day  after,  so  exhausted  by  cold  and  hunger  that  they  had  to  carry  him 
home  on  their  backs.  When  they  arrived  there,  the  doctor  took  charge 
of  him.  On  the  fourth  day  after,  he,  Mr.  Mclntyre,  took  him  from  his 
house,  put  handcuffs  on,  and  lodged  him  in  the  cellar  of  the  company's 
house,  a  very  cold,  damp  place,  and  kept  him  four  days  on  bread  and 
water,  and  during  all  this  time  the  son  had  been  confined  in  a  dark  closet 
in  the  company's  house,  and  kept  on  bread  and  water. 

All  agree  in  the  truth  of  this  statement,  and  say  they  never  experi- 
enced such  treatment  from  the  Prussians,  and  they  all  unite  in  asking  me 
to  remove  him.  They  sa3'  they  are  afraid  of  their  lives,  and  if  he  is  to 
remain  on  the  island  they  all  wish  to  leave  it.  All  the  former  residents 
say  that  the  said  Keprian  ^Makoolieff  is  a  very  quiet,  inoffensive  man, 
and  gave  no  occasion  for  such  treatment,  and  made  no  effort  in  self- 
defense. 

They  also  compluin  that  on  assuming  charge  of  the  island,  he  (Mr. 
Mclntyre)  took  from  their  chief  the  Prussian  translation  of  the  act  of 
CongressJ  reducing  the  quota  of  skins  for  their  island,  with  the  neces- 
sary instructions  I  had  given  in  relation  to  coming  over  here  to  help 
take  seals,  and  told  them  he  should  govern  them  in  his  own  way.  This 
paper  wsis  of  no  real  value  to  them,  but  they  have  a  great  reverence  for 
a  written  document,  and  I  find  tliey"  considered  this  one  as  their 
guarantee  for  the  right  to  come  to  this  island  and  help  seal  and  ^are 
in  the  benefit  of  it. 

And  so  thoroughly  assured  do  they  feel  of  his  unfitness  for  the  po- 
sition, that,  were  it  practicable,  I  should  ask  his  immediate  removal. 

1  shall  order  Mr.  Falconer  here  on  the  next  trip  of  tbe  steamer,  that 
I  may  go  there  aind  investigate  these  matters. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasurij  Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islands. 

Hon.  B.  H.  Bristow,  ^  .    ^oalp 

SecrcUtry  of  the  TnasxmL  "^'^'^"'^  '^ ^OOglC 
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Treasury  Agent's  Office,  Saint  Paul's  Island, 

May  27,  1875. 
Sib  :  Learniug  there  had  been  some  qaestions  raised  at  the  castom- 
house  on  account  of  shipments  of  far-seal  skins  from  these  islands,, 
under  certificates  dated  prior  to  Jane  1st,  the  legal  time  for  commeocing 
the  sealing,  I  desire  to  offer  the  following  explanation  :  It  has  been  the 
rale  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  kill  and  ship  the  number  of 
skins  a  little  short  of  the  full  quota,  and  wait  until  the  count  at  the 
island  is  verified  by  the  count  of  the  custom-officers  on  their  arrival  at 
San  Francisco ;  when  this  deficiency  is  known,  it  is  made  up  from  the 
skins  of  seals  killed  subsequently  for  food  for  the  natives ;  and  the  sur- 
plus then  remaining  in  the  salt-house  is,  on  the  first  of  June,  transferred 
to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  to  be  counted  as  a  part  of  theqoota 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  had  taken  the  desired  number  for 
the  quota  on  the  17th  of  July,  1874;  the  skins  of  seals  killed  for  food 
since  that  date  remain  in  the  salt-houses,  and  as  it  is  very  desirable  for 
said  company's  vessels,  after  discharging  their  heavy  cargoes  here  in 
the  spring,  to  have  these  skins  for  ballast  in  returning,  and  no  possible 
injury  can  accrue  to  the  interest  of  the  Government,  these  skins  on 
hand  have  been  shipped  as  per  certificate  inclosed. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islandi. 
Uon.  TH03IAS  Shannon, 

Collector  of  Customs  for  San  Francisco j  Cal 


Treasuey  Agent's  Office,  Saint  Paul's  Island, 

May  28, 1875. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  this  day 
shipped  on  board  steamer  Alexander,  from  this  island,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  (3,856)  fur-seal  skins,  being  the  skins  of  seals 
taken  for  native  food  from  July  18th,  1874,  to  this  date. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal  Islands. 


No.  135. 
5294.]  War  Department, 

Washington  City,  June  23, 1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  communication  from  the 
commanding  officer  Sitka,  Alaska,  dated  the  19th  April  last,  relative  to 
the  importation  into  the  Territory  of  Alaska  of  breech-loading  rifles  and 
ammunition,  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  for  sale  to  Indians; 
and  inviting  your  attention  to  the  copies  of  accompanying  papers,  and 
to  the  suggestions  of  the  commanding  general  Military  Division  of  the 
Pacific,  I  beg  to  request  that  measures  may  be  taken,  if  legal  and 
proper,  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of  General  Schofield. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 
The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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IlEADQUABTKBS.,  SiTKA,  ALASKA, 

April  19, 1875. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  credibly  reported  to  me  by  a  for- 
mer employ^  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  of  San  Francisco, 
that  large  quantities  of  modern  breech-loading  rifles,  and  ammunition 
for  the  same,  are  being  imported  into  this  Territory  by  the  above-named 
company  for  sale  to  Indians.  I  have  noticed  a  few  Henry  rifles  in  the 
hands  of  the  Sitkins,  who  say  they  got  them  from  the  Northern  Indians. 
There  would  be  little  trouble  In  keeping  the  upper  hand  .of  the  Alaskin 
Indians  as  long  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  musket  is  their  only  arm,  but  with 
their  intelligence,  and  power  to  concentrate  rapidly  by  canoe  naviga- 
tion, would  render  them  very  formidable  with  such  arms  of  precision 
and  power.  Their  villages  are  built  of  large  timber  houses,  in  many 
instances  as  capable  of  defense  as  a  scientifically^constructed  block- 
house. These  Indians  have  heretofore  refused  to  buy  breech-loading 
arms,  preferring  the  old  flint-lock  musket,  because  of  the  difficulty  they 
had  to  procure  the  proper  ammunition,  or  even  percussion-caps.  Now, 
however,  they  eagerly  seek  breech-loaders,  and  offer  large  prices  for 
them,  which  is  conclusive  proof  to  me  that  the  ammunition  difficulty 
has  been  solved  to  their  satisfaction.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would 
be  well  to  renew  the  executive  restriction  to  the  importation  of  such 
arms  and  ammunition,  or  at  least  to  regulate  it  in  some  way.  It  is  now 
left  to  the  military  authorities  to  regulate  the  sale.  In  this  connection 
I  will  say  that  no  such  arms  are  sold  this  side  of  Yacutat  Bay  I  believe. 
The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  is  free  and  unrestricted  in  all  their 
operations  on  account  of  the  great  distance  of  its  scene  of  operations, 
and  takes  good  care  to  keep  its  agencies,  stores,  and  factors  as  far  as 
possible  from  military  authority.  They  pay  for  a  monopoly  of  Saint  Paul's 
and  Saint  George's  Islands,  but  they  have  spread  themselves  all  over 
Northern  Alaska,  and  have  a  trading  scheme  upon  the  Yucon  Biver. 
Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  their  operations  may  be  judged  from  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  stations  occupied  by  them  upon  the  islands  and  main-lands 
of  this  country.  The  same  authority  who  gives  information  concerning 
the  arms,  tells  nie  that  the  company's  vessels  bVing  large  amounts  of 
liquor  into  the  country  for  sale  to  Indians,  and  that  at  almost  all  of  their 
posts  the  distillation  of  spirits  is  carried  on. 

They  have  stores  or  traders'  stations  at — 

Fort  Etches,  on  Henchenbrook  Island. 

Constantino,  on  Henchenbrook  Island. 

Elena  or  Helena,  on  Henchenbrook  Island. 

Alexandroosk,  on  English  Harbor. 

Fort  Kenay,  or  Keuai,  I 

Saint  George.  I 

Knqek,  on  Knnk  river. 

Shushitua,  on  river  of  same  name  % 

IHamanua,  on  river  of  same  name. 

Katmaq,  or  Katmai,  on  Katmai  Bay. 

Fort  Eodiak,  or  Saint  Paul. 

Bemkooskoia. 

ITnga-ila,  on  Onnga  Island. 

Belarov,  on  Ounga  Island. 

Omimak,  or  Unimai,  on  island  of  same  name. 

Ougasbink,  on  Soulima  Biver. 

Sourvoroff,  or  Pugalnsk,  on  Makuck  River. 

Alexander,  mouth  of  Nushagak  River. 

Kijunok,  on  river  of  same  name.  C^r^r^n]f> 
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Michaelooski,  Nortors  Sound* 

Tshitachayoff  Harbor,  Attow  Island,  (great  supply  depot.) 
Ounalashka,  or  Ileoluk,  Ounalashka  Island — 
and  in  places  on  Atkha  Island. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CAMPBELL, 
Captain  Fourth  ArtiUery^  comnumding. 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia^  Portland^  Oregon, 

[Ut  indonement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Columbia, 

Portland^  Oregon^  April  30, 1875. 
llespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  AAJotantGeneral  Military 
Division  of  the  Pacific,  it  being  understood  the  alleged  shipments  are 
made  from  San  Erancisco. 

The  recomipendation  for  a  renewal  of  the  executive  restriction  to  the 
importation  of  arms  and  ammunition  into  the  Territory  of  Alaska  is 
concurred  in. 

A  copy  of  this  communication  has  been  retained  to  be  submitted  to 
the  department  commander  for  his  information. 
In  the  absence  of  the  department  commander, 

H.  CLAY  WOOD, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral 

[2d  indorsement.] 

Hisadquabters  Military  Division  Pacific, 

San  FranoisGO^  May  7,      ]    • 
Kespectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  R.  Jones,  A.  L  G.,  who  will 
please  ascertain  the  facts  as  to  shipment  of  modern  arms  and  ammnni- 
tion  from  this  city  to  Alaska. 
Bv  order  of  Major-Qeueral  SchoGeld. 

J.  C.  KELTON, 

Lie%it.  CoLy  A.  A,  G. 

rSd  indorsement.! 

Inspector-General's  Office, 

Military  Division  Pacific, 
San  Franciscoj  Cal^  May  13, 1875. 
The  records  of  the  custom-house  show  that  during  tlie  past  twelve 
mouths  larpfe  shipments  of  arms,  ammunition,  powder,  and  lead  have 
been  made  from  this  city  to  the  waters  of  Alaska,  but  from  the  bonds 
required  of  shippers  engaged  in  this  traffic  the  number  of  breech-loadiog 
rifles  shipped  would  appear  to  be  very  small,  and  of  the  number  actoally 
shipped  the  Alaska  Commereial  Company  can  be  credited  with  bat  a 
small  proportion. 

If  General  Miller,  president  of  the  company,  were  in  town,  I  think  I 
might  ascertain  the  exact  number  shipped,  and  also  the  quantity  of 
ammunition,  by  his  company ;  as,  however,  I  cannot  communicate  with 
him  before  leaving  for  Camp  Wright,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  retarn 
this  communication  with  the  meager  information  al^ve  sot  forth. 
Kespectfulfy  submitted. 

E.  JONES, 
Liettt  Col,  A.  L  6. 
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[4th  indorsement] 

Headquaeters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific, 

San  FranciscOj  May  26,  1875. 

Respectfally  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General,  (throngh  headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,)  requesting  an  executive  order  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  arms  aud  ammunition  into  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  except  upon 
permits  granted  by  the  commanding  general  Military  Division  of  the 
Pacific  or  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  Columbia,  the 
same  as  in  the  case  of  spirituous  liquors ;  the  purpose  being  to  allow  the 
Alaska  Indians  to  procure  necessary  supplies  of  ordinary  muzzle-load- 
ing rifles  for  hunting,  but  to  prevent,  as  lar  as  possible,  their  being  sup- 
plied with  breech-loaders  and  metallic  cartridges. 

Under  existing  Treasury  regulation  fire-arms,  including  breech-loaders 
with  cartridges,  are  imported  into  Alaska  by  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  and  private  traders,  before  the  military  authorities  are  author- 
ized to  interfere  in  regard  to  their  disposal.  But  as  these  arms  are  never 
shipped  to  Sitka,  the  only  military  station  in  Alaska,  there  virtually 
exists  free  trade  with  the  Indians  of  that  Territory  in  such. arms  as  they 
will  receive. 

The  number  of  breech-loaders  shipped  is  not  known,  as  there  exists 
here  no  supervision  over  the  matter  at  all.  It  appears  probable,  from 
the  manifests  at  the  collector's  office,  that  private  traders  ship  arms  as 
hardware  to  avoid  giving  the  required  bonds. 

Shipments  by  the  Commercial  Com p^iny  embrace  rifles  with  cartridges; 
it  is  inferred,  therefore,  that  these  rifles  were  breech-loaders.  It  will 
8oon  be*  a  serious  matter  for  the  military,  and  may  be  an  expensive  one 
for  the  General  Government,  if  this  traffic  has  been  long  carried  on,  and 
to  any  extent,  and  must  be  a  complete  bar  to  any  exploration  in  or 
settlement  of  the  Territory. 

1  e(irnestly  request,  therefore,  that  it  be  ascertained  just  what  arms 
have  been  shipped  to  and  disposed  of  in  Alaska,  in  order  that  the  mil- 
itary may  know  what  they  have  to  contend  against,  and  that  henceforth 
no  importation  of  arms  and  ammunition  into  Alaska  be  allowed,  except 
as  permitted  by  the  military  authorities. 

In  connection  with  the  traffic  with  Indians  in  fire-arms  and  liquors  in 
Alaska,  1  think  it  will  be  found  that  there  is  absolute  need  of  a  revenue- 
vessel  being  permanently  stationed  in  the  waters  of  that  Territory. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-OeiieraL 


[Inclosnres.] 

CusTOM-HousE,  Sax  Francisco,  Cal., 

Collector's  Office,  ^ay  20,  1875. 
Dkar  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  inquiry  relative  to  executive  restrictions  npon 
the  importation  of  arms  and  aromanition,  particalarly  breech-loading  rifles,  into  the 
Territory  of  Alaska,  I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  copy  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion of  date  Febraary  4,  ISTO,  issued  under  and  in  pursuance  of  authority  vested  in  him 
by  the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  28, 1868,  from 
which  yon  will  perceive  that  no  restriction  is  placed  thereby  upon  the  importation  of 
fire-arms  aqd  ammunition  into  Alaska,  except  into  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint 
(reorfce.  This  order  is  still  in  force,  and  all  vessels  clearing  from  this  port  for  either  of 
iMid  islands  with  arms  on  board  are  simply  re<|uired  to  give  bond  that  said  arms  will 
Dot  be  landed  upon  either  of  the  islands  mentioned. 

I  know  of  no  subsequent  act  of  Cona^ress  or  proclamation  placing  any  restrictions 
upon  importations  of  fire-arms  to  any  other  portion  of  the  Territory. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  SHANNON, 

Collector. 
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Tkeasury  Departmext. 

February  8, 1'STO. 
The  attention  of  collectors  and  otber  ofl^cers  of  the  customs  is  directed  to  the  folloTr- 
ing  Executive  order : 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washingiotif  D,  C,  FebrmarjfA,  1^0. 
Under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  provisions  of  the  f^ec- 
ond  section  of  tne  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  27th  day  of  July,  1868,  entitle 
**  An  act  to  extend  the  laws  ot  the  United  State-*  relating  to  cnstoms,  commerce,  and 
navigation  over  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  uy  Russia,  to  establish  a  col- 
lection-district therein,  and  for  other  purposes,"  the  importation  of  distilled  ^irits  into 
and  within  the  district  of  Alaska  is  hereby  prohibited,  and  the  importation  and  use  of 
lire-arms  and  ammunition  into  and  within  the  islands  of  Saint  Panl  and  Saint  George, 
in  said  district,  are  also  hereby  prohibited,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  law. 

U.  b.  GRANT, 

Fregidemt. 

In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  order  of  the  President,  and  to  insure  its  faithful 
execution,  collectors  of  customs  are  hereby  instructed  to  refuse  clearance  to  all  vessel* 
having  on  board  distilled  spirits  for  ports,  places,  or  islands  within  the  territory  aod 
collection-district  of  Alaska. 

Vessels  clearing  for  any  port  or  place,  intending  to  touch,  trade,  or4>a8s  within  the 
waters  of  Alaska  with  distilled  spirits,  or  fire-arms  and  ammunition  on  board,  will  be 
required  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  clearance  a 
good  and  sufficient  bond  in  double  the  value  of  the  articles  so  laden,  conditioned  that 
said  spirits,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  landed  upon  or  disposed  of  within  the 
Territory  of  Alaska,  or  that  said  arms  and  ammunition,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not 
be  landed,  disposed  of,  or  used  upon  either  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  or  Saint  George^ 
is  said  district. 

GEO.  8.  BOUTWELL, 

Secretary  of  the  Trtantrg, 

Treasury  Department,  Fthruary  20, 18G9. 
The  prohibition  hitherto  resting  upon  the  importation  of  arms  and  ammunition  into 
Alaska  is  hereby  removed,  subject,  however,  to  such  restrictions  upon  the  disposal  of 
the  same  when  so  imported  as  shall  be  imposed,  (in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  same 
when  so  imported)  by  the  military  authorities. 
By  order  of  the  President. 

H.  Mcculloch,  Searetary, 
Approved : 

ANDREW  JOHNSQN,  President 
Official  copy: 
J.  F.  Hartley,  J$9i9tant  Secretary, 


No.  136. 


Teeasuey  Agent's  Office, 
Saint  PauVs  Island^  Alaska  Territory,  July  8,  1875. 
I  hereby  certify  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  this  day  shipped, 
on  board  steamer  Alexander,  thirty-uine  thousand  and  thirty-six  (39,0:i6) 
fur-seal  skins  for  the  quota  of  1875. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Tre^isury  Agent,  in  cluirge  Seal-Islands 


No.  137. 


(General  Orders  No.  72.) 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

WashingtoUj  July  20, 1875. 
The  following  circular  from  the  Treasury  Department,  relative  to  the 
mportation  of  breech -loading  rifles,  and   fixed  ammanition   saitable 
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therefor,  into  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  is  published  for  the  information 
of  the  Army : 

Treasury  Department, 

Washington^  D.  C,  July  3,  1875. 
To  Collectors  of  Customs: 

The  importation  of  breech-loading  rifles,  and  fixed  ammunition  suit- 
able therefor,  into  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  the  shipment  of  such 
rifles  or  ammunition  to  any  port  or  place  in  tbe  Territory  of  Alaska,  are 
hereby  forbidden ;  and  collectors  of  customs  are  instructed  to  refuse 
clearance  of  any  vessel  having  on  board  any  such  arms  or  ammunition 
destined  for  any  port  or  place  in  said  Territory.  If,  however,  any  ves- 
sel intends  to  touch  or  trade  at  a  port  in  Alaska  Territory,  or  to  pass 
within  the  waters  thereof,  but  shall  be  ultimately  destined  for  some 
port  or  place  not  within  the  limits  of  said  Territory,  and  shall  have  on 
board  any  such  fire-arms  or  ammunition,  the  master  or  chief  officer 
thereof  will  be  required  to  execute  and  deliver  to  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  the  port  of  clearance  a  good  and  sufficient  bond,  with  two  sure- 
ties, in  doubly  the  value  of  such  merchandise,  conditioned  that  such 
arms  or  ammunition,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  landed  or  dis- 
posed of  within  the  Territory  of  Alaska.  Such  bond  shall  be  taken  for 
such  time  as  the  collector  shall  deem  proper,  and  may  be  satisfied  upon 
proofs  similar  to  those  required  to  satisfy  ordinary  export  bonds,  show- 
ing that  such  arms  have  been  landed  at  some  foreign  port;  or,  if  such 
merchandise  is  landed  at  any  port  of  the  United  States  not  within  the 
limits  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  the  bond  may  be  satisfied  upon  pro- 
duction of  a  certittcate  to  that  etitoct  from  the  collector  of  the  port 
where  it  is  so  landed. 

CHAS.  F.  CONANT, 
•  Acting  Secretary. 

Approved: 

U.  S.  Grant,  President. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
Thomas  M.  Vincent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
.     Official : 

Thomas  M.  Vincent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


No.  138. 


Special  Treasury  Agent's  Office, 

Saint  PauVs  Island,  August  7, 1875. 
This  certifies  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  this  day 
shipped  on  board  steamer  Alexander,  M.  C.  Erskine,  master,  forty*six 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  (46,974)  fur-seal  skins  of  the 
catch  of  1875;  that  said  company  have  also  shipped  three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-two  (3,662)  fur-seal  skins  from  Saint  George  Island  of 
the  catch  of  1875,  and  that  said  steamer  has  on  board  five  thousand 
three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  (5,328)  fur- seal  skins  from  Onalaska^ 
covered  by  certificate  of  July  8, 1875, 
Total  number  on  board,  55,967  skins. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent,  in  charge  Seal-Islands,    i^ 
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No.  139. 

War  Department, 
WaMngton  Cityj  October  16, 1875. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  copy  of  a 
detailed  report  from  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  commanding  Department  of 
the  Columbia,  of  a  tour  in  Alaska  in  June,  1875. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP. 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  non.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia, 

Portland^  Oreg.^  June  30,  1875. 
Sir  :  As  I  contemplated  in  my  letter  to  your  Office,  dated  March  29, 
1875, 1  left  Portland  for  Alaska  on  the  2d  instant,  and  proceeded  by  the 
way  of  the  K^orth  Pacific  Kailroad,  Puget  Sound,  and  the  steamer  Cal- 
ifornia, from  Victoria. 

THE  STEAMERS    BENICIA  AND  WOLCOTT—NANAIMO— COAL-MINES — IN- 
DIANS. 

Hearing  that  the  United  States  war-steamer  Benicia  was  ordered 
to  Alaska  waters,  I  visited  Captain  Hopkins,  her  excellent  commander, 
on  board  his  vessel  at  Esquimault.  He  then  told  me  that  his  order 
northward  had  been  countermanded,  and  that  he  should  leave  in  a  day 
or  so  for  San  Francisco.  At  Port  Townseud  1  l^ftd  gone  on  board  the 
revenue-cutter  Wolcott,  Captain  Scammon  commanding.  Though  ill 
at  the  time,  he  assured  me  that  he  should  set  out  soon  for  Alaska,  prob- 
ably Monday,  the  7th  instant.  I  was  in  hopes  the  Wolcott  would 
reach  Sitka  in  time  to  enable  me  to  go  to  parts  of  Alaaka  which  it  is 
not  practicable  for  the  California  to  visit ;  but  I  was  on  my  way  back 
when  she  passed  us  in  the  night,  near  Wrangel.  Being  limited  iu  the 
amount  of  fuel  to  burn  and  the  number  of  knots  allowed  (six,  I  think) 
per  hour,  it  took  a  long  time  for  the  Wolcott  to  make  the  voyage.  I 
was  much  disappointed,  for  I  had  hoped  this  season  to  have  seen  more 
than  I  did  of  the  inhabited  portions  of  Alaska. 

We  spent  the  5th  at  the  English  post  Nauaimo,  enabling  me,  with  the 
officers  of  the  court-martial  accompanying  me,  to  visit  the  extensive 
coal-mines  there.  Some  idea  of  their  extent  may  be  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  from  $25,000  to  $30,000  per  mouth  are  here  paid,  on  an  aver- 
age, to  the  workmen,  or  disbursed  in  connection  with  the  mines. 

I  made  some  observation  on  the  condition  of  the  Indians  in  this  neigh- 
borhood. There  are  but  few — not  far  from  200 — mostly  pretty  well 
dressed,  and  having  clean  faces ;  no  regular  school ;  a  small  unimpor- 
tant mission  of  the  Methodists.  In  characteristics,  like  the  Indians 
with  Father  Chirouse  at  Tulalip,  and  elsewhere  on  Puget  Sound. 

NATURE  OF  THE  INLAND  PASSAGE  TO  POET  WEANOEL. 

The  voyage  from  Nanaimo  to  Wrangel  was  exceedingly  pleasant 
The  gulfs  and  sounds,  not  rough  at  this  season,  are  connected  by  the 
straits  and  passes  that  seem  like  a  succession  of  beautiful  rivers.  A  wall 
of  magnificent  mountains,  often  from  3,000  to  3,000  feet  in  height,  rises 
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on  the  right  and  left,  covered  with  trees,  and  snow-crowued ;  cascades 
dropping  hundreds  of  feet ;  streams  coursing  like  silver  threads  down 
the  mountainsides;  snow-slides  and  an  occasional  glacier ;  every  such 
natural  feature  that  travelers  go  far  to  see,  here  meets  and  delights  the 
eye.  Notwithstanding  official  reports  and  conversations  with  officers 
and  voyagers  to  Alaska,  I  never  before  realized  the  fact  of  this  beau- 
tiful, sheltered,  and  comparatively  safe  inland  passage  from  Fort  Town- 
send  or  any  part  of  Puget  Sound  to  Sitka.  It  is  apparently  not  nearly 
as  dangerous  as  the  rapids  of  the  XDolumbia,  over  which  the  steamers 
of  the  Oregon  Steam  Navigation  Company  are  passing  every  day.  But 
it  requires  steady  care,  such  as  is  exercised  by  our  indefatigable  Captain 
Hayes  and  his  pilot.  Captain  Hicks,  to  know  when,  where,  and  how  to 
pass  the  swift  currents  of  the  several  narrows. 

INSPECTION    OP  FOET    WE A.NGEL— SETTLEMENT    WITH    STICKEEN    IN» 

DIANS. 

By  2J  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  June  8,  we  were  at  anchor  near  Fort  Wrangel 
I  first  made  a^horough  inspection  of  the  detachment  and  post.  Lieut. 
John  A.  Lundeen,  Fourth  Artillery,  is  in  command.  He  had  with  him 
Lieut.  M.  M.  Macomb,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  twelve  enlisted  men.  The 
stockade  and  buildings  appeared  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation,  and  the 
condition  and  discipline  of  the  command  good.  The  garrison  being 
sm<al],  ho  rents  and  occupies  only  a  part  of  the  stockade  inclosnre,  so 
that  he  is  necessarily  more  or  less  exposed  to  annoyance  from  people 
who  are  not  connected  with  the  Army.  He  reports  successful  attempts 
to  manufacture  strong  drinks  for  sale  to  Indians  and  others  near  by, 
which,  as  yet,  he  has  not  had  the  facilities  to  reach  and  hinder.  I  au- 
thorized him  to  employ  a  canoe  for  this  work,  when  the  distance  rendered 
it  practicable.  Major  Campbell's  vigorous  administration  has  already 
had  an  evident  effect  in  this  part  of  Alaska  to  check  and  almost  pre- 
vent the  illegal  traffic  in  spirituous  liquors.  As  soon  a^  the  inspection 
was  over,  the  Indians  from  the  "  ranches  ^  (as  their  long  rows  of  houses 
in  plain  sight  are  called)  came  with  dejected  looks  to  interview  me. 
They  fortunately  had  a  prime  interpreter,  in  Mr.  Alexander  Choquette, 
who  speaks  English  and  the  Stickeen  (Thlinket  tongue)  with  equal  read- 
iness. The  complaint  was  that  we  had  taken  away  their  chief,  Feman- 
deste,  by  force ;  that  our  people  (the  accused  prisoners,  no  doubt)  had 
so  frightened  him  as  to  the  consequences  of  his  detention  and  journey 
to  Portland,  that  in  terror  he  took  his  life ;  that  his  immediate  relations 
were  worried  almost  to  madness  by  the  sneers  and  gibes  of  other  In- 
dians, who  said  they  were  cowards  because  they  did  not  have  their  "  re- 
venge "  or  "  settlement.'' 

I  learned  that  under  the  influence  of  this  passion  and  drink,  an  at- 
tempt had  been  made  more  than  once  to  kill  a  white  man,  and  that  the 
promise  of  a  "  settlement"  by  ine  was  what  the  Indians  rested  in.  Now 
that  I  had  come,  they  thought  I  would  make  it  all  right.  They  made 
several  urgent  requests,  but  finally  settled  on  the  condition  of  a  "  pot- 
latch  "  of  100  blankets  and  the  dead  body  of  Fernandeste.  Having 
already  obtained  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  issue 
of  blankets,  and  having  the  body  of  Fernandeste  with  us,  (it  having 
been  disinterred  at  Astoria  and  put  on  board,)  I  deemed  it  the  wisest 
plan  to  yield  to  their  fervent  entreaty,  and  gave  the  blankets  and  body. 
The  whole  ap];>earance  of  the  Stickeens  changed.  That  night  they  gave 
US  a  characteristic  dance  of  satisfaction,  depicting  in  their  rude  way  the 
departure,  the  suicide,  and  return  of  Feruandiste,  our  visit,  and  the 
settlement.  .    ^^M^ 
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EXPEDITION    UP    THE     STICKBBN— CUSTOMHOUSE ;     ITS    LOCATWX— 
BOUNDABY-LINE  IN  DOUBT— GLACIERS,  ETC. 

The  next  day,  by  the  courtesy  of  Captain  Irving,  tbe  owner  of  tLe 
small  river-steamer  Glenora,  having  |arranged  to  pay  merely  the  extra 
expense  of  fuel,  1  took  our  party  up  the  Stickeeu  River  as  far  as  the 
boundary  between  our  territory  and  British  Columbia.  Xo  building  is 
yet  erected  for  the  custom-house.  The  place  for  the  English  custom- 
house officers'  tents  is  supposed  to  be  selected  within  the  British  liae. 
Some  of  our  shrewd  frontiersmen  say  that  it  is  not  ten  marine  leagues 
from  the  sea,  as  it  should  be,  there  being  really  doubt  as  to  the  summit 
of  the  coast-range  of  mountains.  I  took  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  tbe 
boundary-line  as  published  in  an  English  journal.  (See  paper  attached, 
marked  "  A.")  It  seems  now  to  an  observer  of  little  consequence  among 
these  rough  mountains  where  the  exact  line  of  division  really  is;  hot 
remembering  the  trouble  the  settlement  of  the  channel  question  gave 
us  at  Vancouver  Island,  1  deem  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  recom- 
mend that  the  attention  of  the  proper  Department  be  called  to  the  ex- 
isting doubt  not  plainly  settled  by  the  treaty,  that  the  line  may  be  defi- 
nitely fixed. 

I  obtained  from  a  civil  engineer,  Mr.  Wright,  who  journeyed  with  as 
up  the  river  and  guided  us  to  the  immense  glacier  and  to  the  hot  springs 
a  few  miles  above  the  boundary,  a  recent  sketch  of  the  Stickeen  River, 
drawn  by  himself,  (copy  attached,  marked  ^-Bf*)  also  an  excellent 
topographical  map,  quite  in  detail,  of  British  Columbia.  The  largest  of 
the  two  glaciers  that  we  saw  appears  about  two  and  one-half  miles  in 
breadth,  and  is  said  to  extend  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  back.  It  i« 
evidently  moving  slowly  toward  the  Stickeen,  with  its  immense  pile  of 
dS'jris  of  gravel,  blocks  of  granite,  and  crushed  rocks  of  all  kinds  along 
its  front.  The  hot  springs  form  a  short  confluent  of  the  Stickeen,  two 
miles  above  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  They  do  not  differ 
from  other  springs  I  have  visited,  except  in  the  great  abundance  of  the 
flow  and  in  the  great  heat ;  the  water  being  so  hot  as  to  scald  the  hand, 
at  the  sources. 

SITKA— INSPECTION— EEPAIES— HOSPITAL. 

We  were  back  at  Wrangel  by  6  p.  m.,  and  were  soon  on  the  way  to 
Sitka,  by  the  outside.  Here  was  the  only  part  of  the  entire  passage 
where  there  were  any  symptoms  of  sea-sickness  among  the  passengers. 
We  came  to  our  anchorage  at  Sitka  Thursday  evening,  June  10.  At  9 
a.  m.,  Friday,  I  made  my  inspection.  As  every  inspection  has  shown, 
the  command  was  in  fine  condition.  Many  of  the  buUdings,  from  long 
use,  need  repairs,  but  their  police  was  excellent.  The  gnard-hoase  has 
been  thoroughly  renovated,  the  cells  re-arranged  and  fixed  for  light  and 
ventilation;  it  is  the  best,  considered  in  all  respects,  that  I  have  seen 
in  this  Department.  I  authorized  some  repairs  and  changes  that  were 
so  argent  as  to  demand  immediate  attention;  for  example,  the  repair 
and  extension  of  the  stockade.  As  it  appeared  at  my  inspection,  there 
was  no  real  separation  between  the  commanding  officer's  quarters  and 
the  Indian  village.  This  was  the  cause  of  constant  danger  and  annoy- 
ance, which  will  be  prevented  by  the  proposed  stockade  extension. 
Several  of  the  buildings  show  rapid  signs  of  decay.  The  flooring  of  tbe 
rampart  surrounding  the  castle  is  so  rotten  that  it  is  dangerous  to  step 
upon.    The  hospital-building  is  at  an  inconvenient  distance  from  tbe 

•IncloBure  marked  "B"  not  received  at  headquarters  Military  Division  Pacific,  head- 
qaartera  of  the  Army,  nor  in  Adjataut-Generara  Office. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


ALASKA.  143 

gaivison,  and  the  commanding  officer  urges  a  cbange  to  a  bnilding  in- 
side. I  aathorized  the  change,  and  suggested  to  Major  Campbell,  acting 
as  Indian  agent,  to  ase  the  other  bnilding  vacated  for  general  asylam 
and  hospital  purposes.  Since  then,  the  protest  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment has  been  so  strong,  on  sanitary  grounds,  that  I  have  suspended 
the  change  till  the  subject  can  be  again  fairly  considered. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Having  been  troubled  by  numerous  newspaper  charges  concerning 
the  present  management  of  affairs  at  Sitka,  I  deemed  it  best  to  give 
those  who  are  called  citizens,  consisting  of  Hussians,  Aleuts,  half- 
breeds,  American  and  foreign  traders  now  residing  in  the  town,  the  op- 
portunity to  see  me  apart  from  the  officers  of  the  garrison. 

In  keeping  with  this  purpose,  I  met  them  by  appointment  at  the 
house  of  the  United  States  collector,  Mr.  Berry.  Mr.  Berry  kindly 
briefed  the  complaints,  which  I  subsequently  carefully  considered  and 
acted  upon,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  memoranda  attached,  marked  ^^  i).^ 

(Note. — The  paper  marked  ^'0,"  as  received  at  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Office,  appears  to  be  a  duplicate  of  ^^A."  The  mistake  probably 
occurred  at  department  or  division  headquarters.) 

POLICE  REGULATIONS— GENERAL  HOSPITAL— POWERS  OF  ACTING  IN- 
DIAN  AGENT. 

The  complaints  did  not  prove  to  be  of  much  importance;  certainly 
not  very  grievous.  To  remedy  the  real  ills  of  the  complainants,  most 
of  whom  are  indigent  people,  I  advised  Major  Campbell  to  introduce  a 
few  police  regulations;  establish  a  general  hospital,  and  raise  a  small 
revenue,  jnst  sufficient  to  meet  the  necessities,  and  detail  one  of  his 
humane  officers  to  ac);  in  the  capacity  of  a  police  judge.  I  did  not 
order  these  things,  because,  as  military  commander,  I  wished  to  assume 
no  doubtful  powers,  but  am  confident  that  the  law  under  which  Major 
Campbell  will  exercise  jurisdiction  as  Indian  agent,  in  an  Indian  coun- 
try, will  warrant  his  doing  everything  that  humanity  requires  for  the 
relief  of  a  community,  thus  far,  suti'ering  from  being  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  and  yet  absolutely  without  law. 

GENERAL  HALLECK'S  INSTRUCTIONS — JUDGE  DEADY'S  DECISION— LEG- 
ISLATION RECOMMENDED. 

The  instruction  from  General  Halleck,  and  transmitted  from  one 
commanding  officer  to  another,  did  imply  that  the  military  government 
should  be  extended  to  the  Alaska  people  till  Congress  should  otherwise 
provide ;  but  the  late  decision  of  the  Hon.  Judge  Deady,  United  States 
district  court,  limiting  military  jarisdictiou  to  the  execution  of  the 
liqiior-law,  makes  it  necessary  to  be  exceedingly  cautious.  I  wish  to 
renew  my  earnest  recommendation  that,  by  proper  and  speedy  legisla- 
tioD,  Alaska  be  attached  as  a  county  to  Washington  Territory,  or  in 
some  other  way  be  furnished  with  such  a  government  as  the  treaty  with 
Hassia,  in  the  transfer,  plainly  contemplated. 

MINES  AND  TIMBER. 

With  a  few  gentlemen,  I  spent  Saturday,  June  12,  in  moving  around 
and  exploring  Baranoff  Island  to  the  point  where  the  road  from  the  dif- 
ferent mines  emerges  at  the  landing,  distant,  perhaps,  twenty  miles  from 
Sitka.  We  ascended  the  mountain  (for  here  it  is  nothing  else  but  a 
wooded  mountain)  three  miles.  The  first  mine  had  been  opened  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  rock  thrown  out,  but  was  not  nowr  jsrorkedj^ 
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The  secoQd  one,  Stewart's,  belongiog  to  the  Alaska  Gold  Mining  (ioin- 
pany,  half  a  mile  higher  up,  presented  about  the  same  condition ;  no 
one  at  work.  There  were  evidences  of  a  fair  yield  of  silver  and  gold  in 
several  specimens  that  I  examined.  Some  one  or  two  miles  farther  np 
the  mountain  our  party  met  half  a  dozen  Sitka  Indians  carrying  bags 
of  quartz  upon  their  backs  down  the  fearful  road  from  the  upper  or 
Francis  mine.  I  was  struck  with  the  ease  with  which  these  muscular 
Indians  carried  enormous  loads  of  broken  stone,  loads  I  could  hardly 
lift  from  the  ground.  The  mountain  was  covered  with  timber,  hemlock^ 
fir,  and  cedar,  the  hemlock  prevailing. 

A  log  building  had  been  constructed  at  the  second  mine,  (Stewart's,) 
of  the  celebrated  Alaska  cedar,  of  large  size  5  yet  here  this  timber  was 
not  very  abundant.  The  ground  en  route  was  springy  for  the  most  part, 
covered  with  a  soft  soil,  coated  with  mosses ;  at  intervals  in  the  aacent 
a  shelving  or  slaty  rock  appeared.  The  trees,  for  the  most  part^  are  large 
and  very  high,  often  reaching  two  hundred  feet,  and  the  pathway  ob- 
structed by  decaying  logs  of  vast  proportions,  sometimes  eight  or  ten 
feet  through,  crossed  by  steps  cut  in  their  sides.  We  traversed  Silver 
Bay  on  our  return;  a  water,  narrow  like  a  river,  hemmed  in  by  mount- 
ainous islands,  and  remarkable  for  it-s  quiet  surface,  very  clearly  mir- 
roring the  rugged  and  lofty  shores  in  its  depths.  The  few  glimpses  at 
the  islands  here  showed  me  how  difficult  a  matter  it  is  to  prospect  the 
country,  but  convinced  me  that,  in  time,  patient  exploring  and  pros- 
pecting would  show  more  abundant  mineral  resources  than  the  present 
few  openings,  made  with  so  much  labor  and  expense,  lead  those  inter- 
ested to  believe  to  be  in  existance. 

MORALITY  AT  SITKA— CIVILIANS— INDIANS. 

Sunday,  June  13,  in  the  morning,  I  attended  the  Russian  religious 
service,  conducted  according  to  the  ritual  of  the  Greek  Church.  The 
cathedral  is  undergoing  repairs,  so  that  the  morning  service  was  hdd 
at  smaller  rooms,  at  the  priest's  house.  The  ceremonial  is  impressive; 
men,  women,  and  children  stand  or  kneel  during  the  exercises;  little 
boys  help  in  the  singing,  as  in  Catholic  and  some  Episcopal  churches; 
all  attendants,  perhaps  one  hundred  people,  mostly  those  who  speak  the 
Ilussian  tongue,  were  neatly  dressed  and  devoted  in  worship.  I  wish 
I  could  report  that  the  morality  of  the  priest  and  people  was  equal  to 
their  devotion.  He  is  reported  frequently  for  drunkenness,  and  among 
the  people  (perhapi^  not  the  worshipers)  licentiousness,  with  dreadfal 
consequences,  prevails.  There  is  no-minister  for  the  Lutheran  chapel: 
a  lay  service  was  improvised  at  11  a.  m.,  of  song,  reading  the  Scriptures, 
and  speakin;?,  well  attended  by  the  garrison.  In  the  evening,  by  special 
appointment,  I  addressed  the  people ;  the  house  was  full ;  a  portion  of 
my  remarks  were  translated  into  the  Russian  language.  I  tried  to  show 
a  depressed  people  what  I  believed  to  be  a  sovereign  remedy,  that  they 
themselves  could  apply,  for  the  ills  that  afflicted  them ;  but  I  could  no; 
fail  to  see  that  our  Government  has  not  carried  out  in  good  faith  the 
treaty  stipulations  made  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  Territory. 

Good  civil  government,  as  well  as  religious  and  secular  teaching,  i.< 
nowhere  in  heathendom  more  needed  than  in  Alaska ;  and  yet  up  to  the 
present  there  is  none. 

At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  I  met  the  Indians  and  had  an  interview  with  the 
chiefs  and  people.  ISitka  Jack  was  absent.  He  controls,  at  lea^t,  oue- 
half  of  the  households,  (in  each  house  there  are  usually  a  family  ami 
branches,  sometimes  numbering  twenty  or  thirty  people.)  Anahootz. 
the  chief  who  governs  the  rest,  spoke  at  the  meeting  for  the  whole.  He 
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f  rsl  suboiitH  his  recouimendatioiis  from  promiueiit  officers,  Russian  and 
American,  of  sea  and  laud.  He  is  supported  on  right  and  left  by  an 
adopted  father  and  a  wealthy  young  Indian.  Anahootz  said,  in  sub- 
stance: 

^^Ever  since  Oenf^ral  J.  C.  Davis  came  here  J  have  tried  to  live  on 
terms  of  peace  and  good-will  with  the  whites;  nine  of  my  people  have 
been  killed  or  wounded  by  white  men  long  ago ;  noiv  I  have  the  best  of 
feelings ;  recognize  the  fact  that  the  present  *  Boston  Tyce '  (command- 
ing officer}  was  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of  those  before  him."  (The 
first  whites  seen  among  the  coast  Indians  were  from  Boston.  They  call 
all  whites '' Boston"  men  or  women.)  *'No  troubles  now,  for  Major 
Campbell  had  a  just  way  of  punishing  the  Indians.  My  people  never 
had  trouble  with  the  Russian  authorities ;  but  there  had  been  difficulty 
under  the  five  predecessors  of  Major  Campbell ;  noto  surely  the  Indians 
bad  no  cause  of  complaint.  They  do  have  hard  feelings  against  some 
of  the  store-keepers  here,  who  treat  them  like  dogs.  The  price,  the  In- 
dians received  for  cutting  wood  was  better  when  it  sold  for  $5  than 
now,  when  it  sells  for  $2.  They  are  paid  for  labor  with  a  little  hard- 
tack or  flour;  and  if  they  complain  are  kicked  from  the  stores."  Ana- 
hootz does  not  think  his  Indians  go  to  British  territory  for  blankets,  but 
spend  most  of  their  money  here  at  Sitka.  Indians  from  other  places 
certainly  did  this.  ^^  I  object  to  payments  in  trade.  My  people  are  just 
beginning  to  arrive  at  what  I  have  long  desired:  amity  with  the  whites 
and  with  each  other,  under  the  protection  of  a  good  chief.  I  have  had 
many  battles  in  maintenance  of  this,  and  my  people  are  just  beginning 
to  see  that  I  am  right."  I  spoke  to  him  of  the  education  of  his  children, 
as  the  best  means  of  inducing  mutual  understanding,  and  of  diflTusing 
knowledge  of  our  ways,  and  advised  him  to  lay  the  subject  before  his 
people.  He  approves ;  has  '^  spent  sleepless  nights  thinking  for  the  in- 
terest of  his  people.  Wants  a  good  teacher;  will  build  him  a  school- 
house.  A  teacher  ojice  came,  but  did  not  stay."  Then  I  addressed  all 
the  Indians,  urging  education  and  industry,  and  co-operation  with  their 
good  chief.  They  heartily  assented ;  hoped  the  traders  would  give 
them  better  pay,  that  they  might  be  better  dressed  next  time  I  came. 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  Indians  seemed  to  have  abundance  of  food  ; 
they  paint  their  faces  (in  part  or  in  full)  black,  making  them  present 
often  a  hideous  appearance.  They  seem  generally  well-disposed,  and  , 
are  learning  to  surrender  the  idea  of  revenge  for  the  death  of  a  friend. 
One  prominent  Indian  (a  hereditary  chief,  Anheka  by  name)  brought 
me  Major  TidbalPs  written  statement,  that  though  his  relative  had  been 
killed,  he  had  acted  rightly  in  the  matter,  and  abstained  from  acts  of 
revenge.  People  report  that  these  people  have  no  idea  of  chastity.  I 
doubt  the  statement.  It  is  as  fair  to  infer  from  the  practice  of  some 
white  men  here,  that  they  have  no  just  ideas  of  chastity.  Surely  they 
have  not  improved  tbe  Indians  by  their  precept  or  their  practice,  though 
of  course  they  know  that  adultery  is  forbidden  by  civil  and  divine  law. 
The  Indians  seem  gladly  to  conform  to  the  marriage-law  in  the  British 
territory,  on  Puget  Sound,  and  in  many  other  places,  where  they  get  a 
decent  example. 

VISITS    TO    SEVERAL   INDIAN    TRIBES— THE    KOUTZNOUS— ADMIRALTY 
ISLAND— LAND,  HOUSES,  ETC. 

Tuesday  morning,  June  1-4,  the  court-martial  having  adjourned,  we 
proceeded  northward  by  the  steamer  California,  passing  through  Peril 
Straits.    Here,  as  farther  south,  are  narrow  and  deep  passages  of  water 
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flanked  by  bigh,  snowcrowued  hills,  covered  with  rocks  and  trees,  and 
freqaent  cascades.  We  stop  at  the  Koutznous  Bay,  row  a  small  boat 
aroand  a  point  foar  miles  to  the'  north,  alon^  Admiralty  Island ;  in  a 
pleasant  little  nook  we  come  upon  the  Indian  Tillage.  Here  the  island  is 
comparatively  low,  has  some  open,  cnltivated  land  ;  potatoes  are  plant- 
ed here  like  the  celery  in  eastern  gardens,  and  are  said  to  do  well ;  so 
als<^  they  may  obtain  a  fair  c;op  of  turnips,  cabbages,  beets,  and  pars- 
nips. The  cleared  land,  not  otherwise  occupied,  had  on  it  good  grass. 
This  island  is  the  one  General  Davis  speaks  of  as  better  located  for  a 
post  than  Sitka.  The  Indians  were  like  those  at  Sitka ;  seemed  to  be 
hearty  and  fat,  living  in  the  same  sort  of  houses  as  the  coast  Indians 
generally  in  this  northern  country.  The  houses  have  a  pitched  roof, 
quite  broad  and  flattish,  one  door  under  the  gable,  (of  different  shapes 
in  different  houses,)  just  big  enough  to  crawl  through.  You  generally 
ascend  to  it  by  a  few  steps.  The  frame  is  of  very  large  beams,  and  the 
planking  is  always  of  large  and  thick  material.  I  measured  single 
planks  four  feet  broad  and  six  inches  thick  and  sixty  feet  long.  The 
houses,  I  judge,  are  generally  sixty  feet  along  the  front,  and  eighty  feet 
back.  In  the  best  of  these  there  is  a  brick  or  paved  square  for  hearth 
and  fire,  at  the  center,  under  an  opening  in  the  roof;  around  this  square, 
a  few  feet  back,  a  nice  banquet  terminated  inward  by  a  handsome  single 
plank  standing  on  edge,  of  three  feet  in  breadth.  This  plank  is  often 
carved  and  colored,  looking  like  the  inside  of  the  canoes.  On  the  top  of 
the  banquet  are  usually  a  few  small  sleeping-rooms.  Over  the  fire  yoa 
notice  pots,  kettles,  poles  with  salmon  drying  and  smoking ;  skins,  furs 
of  different  kinds,  are  thrown  upou  or  against  the  banquet.  I  saw, 
too,  curious  square  casks,  water-proof,  for  the  fish-oil ;  and  well-made 
water-tight  trunks,  that  the  Indians  use  in  their  canoes  on  long  voyages. 

In  one  house  we  observed  a  very  large-sized  Indian,  with  finely-sbapeO 
head  and  high  forehead.  He  was  wounded  in  an  Indian  skirmish  some 
years  ago.  His  leg  was  fixed  straight  by  props;  .his  knee  swollen  to 
perhaps  three  times  its  natural  size;  his  toe-nails,  uncut,  had  grown  long 
and  pointed.  He  lay  there  on  the  floor  with  great  patience.  His  wife 
seemed  ill,  and  was  moaning,  apparently  with  great  pain,  at  the  door  of 
a  banquet-room. 

The  Koutznous  treated  us  with  much  kindly  attention,  and  told  as 
they  did  not  want  Sullivan  and  his  partner,  who  lived  near  by  and  ran 
a  small  schooner  in  and  out,  with  liquor,  to  stay  there.  One  womaD 
and  one  man  took  their  part,  and  chided  the  other  Indians  for  telling 
us.  These  traders  understand  the  game  of  getting  them  partially  drunk 
in  order  to  buy  their  furs,  oil,  &c.,  cheap.  Sullivan,  who  is  a  decrepit 
old  man,  lost  his  partner  by  sickness  and  death  before  our  return;  and 
Major  Campbell  thinks  Sullivan  is  too  old  and  weak  to  do  much  more 
mischief.  Thus  far,  attempts  to  catch  him  at  his  illicit  trade  have  not 
been  successful. 

THE  CniLCATS — SITKA-JACK— IMETEOROLITK — INDIANS  FROM  THE   I>' 

TERIOB  OF  ALASKA. 

Wednesday,  the  IGth,  at  daylight,  we  are  anchored  at  the  month  of 
the  Chilcat  Kiver.  The  strong,  cold  wind  lashes  up  the  waves,  and 
everything  appears  wild  and  dreary.  The  Indians  (Chilcats)  are  pad- 
dling around  the  steamer.  They  appear  thin  in  flesh,  but  very  tough 
and  hardy;  not  so  well  clad  as  those  at  Sitka.  In  other  respects,  in 
language,  size,  and  features,  like  them.  Here  Sitka-Jack,  of  whom  I 
have  spoken,  with  his  canoe  thoroughly  manned  with  paddles,  ami  carry- 
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ing  a  United  States  flag  in  the  stern,  comes  up  to  us  in  style,  and  he  is 
welcomed  on  board  the  California.  He  pilots  our  row-boat  over  the  flats 
to  the  small  Indian  village  four  miles  up  the  river;  tells  us  that  the  main 
Chilcat  ranches  are  some  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  farther  up.  The  vil- 
lage we  visit  is  under  the  shelter  of  an  immense  mountain.  It  is  so  sim- 
ilar to  the  KoQtznons  that  I  will  not  further  notice  it.  Here  I  met  an 
Indian  woman  from  the  interior.  She  said,  and  others  confirmed  it, 
that  two  days'  rowing  and  walking  brought  them  to  a  level  and  open 
country ;  that  the  Indians,  speaking  a  different  tongue  from  the  Thlin- 
ket,  (the  Sitka  language.)  were  very  numerous  there.  We  found  here 
an  enormous  meteorolite,  and  tried  to  get  it  for  the  Smithsonian,  but 
some  prospector,  now  up  the  Chilcat,  had  engaged  it,  and  the  Indians 
were  keeping  it  for  him. 

AWKS— THE  CACHE. 

Having  passed  in  the  night  from  Lynn's  canal  southward  and  to  the 
cast  into  the  Stephens  passage,  I  find  myself,  at  4  a.  m.,  in  sight  of  an- 
other Indian  town.  Choquette,  the  interpreter,  and  I  start  in  a  ship's 
boat  for  the  town,  skirting  a  rough,  wooded  shore  to  our  left.  Suddenly 
a  small  dog  appears,  barking  and  moaning;  judging  from  this  circum- 
stance, I  concluded  the  Indians  had  left.  Going  on  shore  we  found  the 
dog,  poor,  almost  starving,  watching  an  Indian  cache  in  the  edge  of  a 
w(kk1.  Afterward  meeting  a  boat-load  of  these  Indians,  (the  Awks,) 
they  told  us  there  was  not  a  single  person  in  the  town — all  had  gone  off 
hunting  and  fishing  with  their  canoes  and  temporary  shelters. 

The  cache  was  made  of  logs,  in  a  place  not  likely  to  be  noticed ;  on 
top,  certain  curious  racks  were  lying.  These,  Choquette  says,  the  In- 
dians use  for  making  sugar. 

When  we  are  again  on  board,  the  steamer  starts  for  the  Tacon  Biver, 
and  reaches  its  mouth  in  a  few  hours.  The  Tacons  are  so  like  the  other 
Indians  in  everything,  that  a  separate  notice  is  not  necessary.  The 
most  of  the  tribe  live  up  the  Tacon,  but  have  a  small  village  at  its 
mouth.  We  had  here  a  pleasant  example  of  a  very  old  Indian,  blind 
and  feeble  with  age,  being  tenderly  cared  for  by  his  children  or  grand- 
children. Choquette  says  this  kindness  is  not  usual  among  these  In- 
dians. 

SXrMDUMS—ICEBEEGS— GLACIERS. 

We  next  pass  the  Sumdums.  Just  after  noon  we  begin  to  encounter 
icebergs,  very  blue,  some  apparently  as  large  as  the  ship.  Several  re- 
markable glaciers  are  working  their  slow  way  between  the  hills  toward 
the  strait;  one  glacier  near  the  Sumdums  is  immense;  extends  from 
top  of  a  mountain  2,500  feet  high,  to  the  foot;  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  broad  and  narrowing  near  the  base.  The  Sumdums  live  near  it. 
The  young  chief,  Foustchou,  meets  our  boat  at  a  half-way  island.  He 
is  pleased  that  I  get  into  his  canoe  and  return  to  steamer,  beating  the 
steamer's  boat.  After  an  interview,  he  asks  for  a  "paper"  for  himself 
and  the  old  chief  Harteshawk,  who  was  left  at  the  village.  I  give  him 
one;  Choquette  reading  its  contents  to  him,  in  substance,  that  I  had 
met  him,  putting  in  a  strong  word  against  the  liquor-trade  with  his 
people,  and  some  other  sentiment  desirable  to  leave. with  them.  Thi» 
was  done  with  each  chief.  They  esteem  these  "papers"  highly,  and 
I  think,  when  they  know  the  contents,  they  are  influenced  constantly  by 
them. 
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PRINCE  PEEDEEICK  SOU>"D. 

Perhaps  two  hours  before  the  sun  touched  the  horizon,  this  17th  of 
June,  we  find  ourselves  in  Prince  Frederick's  Sound.  It  may  be  twenty 
miles  wide,  shores  irregular,  calm  and  smooth  as  a  mill-pond;  meant- 
ains  rising  in  the  distance,  of  different  shapes,  like  ghosts;  glaciers,  in 
the  dimness  and  evening  light,  look  like  the  mists  and  foam  of  Niagara. 
The  islands  and  nearer  shores  are  as  clearly  defined  below  the  water  as 
above.  The  steamer  moves  noiselessly  toward  Prevontet  Island,  whose 
distance  is  four  times  what  it  seems.  The  whole  scene  is  indescribably 
grand  and  beautiful.  Captain  Hays  thinks  of  the  centennial  anniver- 
sary of  Bunker  Hill ;  loads  his  only  cannon  stoutly,  and  fires — dipping 
his  flag.    The  echo  is  remarkably  loud  and  prolonged. 

THE  CAKES — DIFFICULTY  COMPLETELY  SETTLED. 

At  10  p.  m.  we  pass,  to  our  left,  into  a  snug  little  bay  named  Saganaw. 
The  Cakes,  who  live  near  at  hand,  had  undertaken  to  revenge  themselves 
for  the  killing  of  some  of  their  number  by  the  sad  mistake  of  the  officers 
of  an  armed  vessel  visiting  the  ba3\  The  ^^ avengers"  were  demanded 
of  the  tribe,  and  not  being  delivered,  a  gunboat  was  sent,  and  their 
village  was  destroyed.  Either  from  timidity  or  hostility,  these  Cakes 
had  kept  aloof  from  our  people  ever  since.  Such  is  the  story  told  me 
by  the  interpreter.  As  soon  as  we  were  at  anchor,  a  Sitka  Indian 
and  child  appeared  in  a  canoe;  by  him  I  send  for  the  chief;  he  soon  ap- 
pears and  comes  on  board  the  steamer.  He  explains  why  he  did  not  visit 
Major  Campbell ;  he  was  warned  against  it  by  a  Sitka  woman :  feared  we 
were  against  him  still,  and  that  he  would  not  be  kindly  treated;  the  next 
time  he  visited  Sitka  he  would  surely  report  himself  to  the  command- 
ing o£Qcer.  This  chief,  a  young  man,  was  well  dressed,  and  behaved 
with  dignity,  and  showed  good  sense,  and  I  believe  has  good  intentions. 
The  Cakes,  such  as  we  saw,  appeared  well,  were  pretty  well  clad  and 
fed.  I  have  not  given  the  numbers  of  the  different  tribes,  having  no 
means  of  verifying  those  already  on  record.  I  have  assumed  their  cor- 
rectness. Some  of  the  villages  do  not  seem  to  have  nearly  as  many  as 
when  the  record  was  made. 

POET  TOTJaASS. 

During  the  night  we  returned  to  Koutznous  and  left  Major  Campbell, 
the  little  steamer  Bose  meeting  us  to  take  him  back  to  Sitka.  We  now 
turn  homeward,  touching  at  Shakan  and  Wrangel.  At  Fort  Tongassit 
was  not  safe  to  anchor  in  the  narrow  stream,  so  that  we  moved  past 
slowly,  that  I  might  see  the  situation.  The  Indians  communicated  with 
us  by  canoes.  A  small  tribe,  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty, 
live  here,  near  the  beach.  Chiefs  name  is  Yah-Shute.  A  custom-boose 
oflBcer  lives  at  the  old  fort. 

CONCERNINa    PORTIONS    OF  ALASKA    NOT  VISITED — EXTRACTS    FROM 
MAJOR  CAMPBELL'S  REPORTS — ^FIRE-ARMS,  LIQUOR,  ETC. 

Before  closing  ray  report  I  will  present  certain  complaints  and  re- 
ports that  have  reached  me,  where  there  appears  to  have  been  im- 
proper administration  or  a  "violation  of  law."  Major  Campbell  has 
frequently  reported  that,  through  the  "Alaska  Commercial  Company/* 
arms  of  the  modern  type  are  being  distributed  to  the  Indians.  He  says, 
in  report  of  July  17,  just  received : 

With  what  are  known  a9  Hndson  Bay  muskets  the  Indians  are  comparatively  bann* 
less.  *  •  •  It  wiU  be  a  very  difi'erent  thing,  however,  if  they  succeed  in 
arming  themcelves  with  modern  arms  of  precision  and  power.    They  are  much  more 
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iDtelligent  than  the  Indians  of  the  plains ;  c^ood  marksmen,  and  thronf^hout  the  coast 
are  united  by  a  class  or  caste  of  warriors  called  Koch-wou-tons.  This  )^ill  enable  them 
to  concentrate  in  vast  numbers. 

After  speaking  of  President  Johnson's  coniitermanding  his  execative 
order  of  Angnst  2, 1868,  by  another  of  February  20, 1869,  he  continues 

The  result  is  that  arms  and  ammunition  are  shipped  to  Kodiack  and  Unalaska,  of 
any  kind  and  in  any  quantity,  and  from  there  distributed  among  the  various  trading- 
posts  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  see  fit. 

I  approve  Maj.  J.  B.  Campbell's  suggestion,  that  if  not  practicable  or 
expedient  to  compel  the  arms  to  be  landed  at  Sitka,  that  the  parties  be 
required  to  apply  for  permission  to  ship  through  him  or  some  other 
superior  military  authority.  Other  communications  go  to  show  that  the 
breech-loading  arms  have  reached  even  the  Sitka  Indians  from  the 
sources  named. 

REPORTS  OF  A  CAPTAIN — THE   MEASLES — LIQUOE    MANUFACTURED — 

ARMS  SOLD. 

Major  Campbell,  in  a  letter  of  July  10,  says : 

A  schooner  arrived  here  the  1st  of  the  month,  from  Kodiack.  From  the  captain,  who  is 
a  very  well  known  and  intelligent  man,  named  Howard,  and  from  Mr.  Shearan,  ex-deputy 
collector  at  Saint  Paul,  Kodiack,  I  learned  that  the  measles  hadheen  very  hadly  epidemic 
there ;  515  natives  and  Creoles  died  of  the  disease  last  winter.  They  tell  me  a  liquor 
called  *'quass,"  made  of  hojM,  potatoes,  sugar,  and  flour,  is  very  extensively  made  in 
that  locality.  It  is  said  to  be  very  intoxicating.  •  •  •  •  nfp.  Sherman  tells  me 
that  |250,O00  worth  of  furs  (valuation  there)  are  annually  shipped  from  Kodiack,  which 
is  the  fur-depot  for  the  coast,  from  Sea-Ott^r  Rocks  and  Onja  Island  to  Neutchnck.  He 
tells  me  he  knew  extensive  distilling  carried  on  at  Ilyanna  and  Saint  Nicholas ;  and 
that  all  whalers  carry  liquors  to  trade  to  the  natives.  He  also  says,  a  man  named  Red- 
field  runs  tt  bark  from  San  Francisco  to  Petropuluski,  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  Behring 
.Sea,  in  conjunction  with  a  roan  in  San  Francisco,  that  carries  liquor  almost  exclusively. 
They  clear  for  the  Asiatic  port,  and  then  run  across  to  this  side  with  the  liquor.  He 
tells  me  that  the  ships  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  clear  direct  for  Unalaska 
aud  Saint  Paul  Islaild ;  that  vast  quantities  of  superior  arms  of  all  kinds  are  Bhipi)ed 
in  their  vessels,  bonded  only  not  to  land  on  the  fur-seal  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint 
George ;  that  they  are  landed  at  Unalaska,  and  thence  distributed  throughout  Upper 
Alaska  by  means  of  the  company's  agencies  and  ports.  The  two  members  of  the  Ice- 
landic commission  that  remained  at  Kodiack  to  observe  the  winter  climate  were  pas- 
sengers on  the  steamer  for  San  Francisco.  Thev  told  me  that  the  country  suited  their 
people  better  than  any  other  part  of  America  they  had  seen ;  said  Kodiack  was  a  fine 
cattle-raising  or  sheep  country ;  that  herd-grass  or  timothy  grows  there  luxuriantly, 
and  is  indigenous.  •  «  •  i  concluded,  from  my  conversation  with  them  and  others 
on  the  schooner,  that  these  people  have  been  discouraged  to  the  full  extent  of  the  fur 
company's  ability. 

Major  Campbell  urges  that  immigration  tbilLer  be  facilitated,  saying : 

Alaska  will  long  be  a  source  of  trouble  and  expense  to  the  General  Government,  until 
a  sufficient  number  of  industrious  and  honest  people  become  inhabitants  to  enable 
thom  to  form  a  government  and  take  a  permanent  interest  in  the  good  order  and  wel- 
fare of  sctoiety. 

COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  THE  ALASKA  FUR  COMPANY. 

A  citizen  of  long  standing  on  this  coast  writes  me : 

That  the  fur  company  who  have  leased  the  seal  business  from  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment make  millions  of  profit ;  and  that  their  operations  are  concealed  a^  much  as 
possible ;  that  vastly  greater  numbers  are  killed  annually,  more  than  their  agreement 
allows,  and  that  large  amounts  of  hush-money  are  paid  to  keep  the  matter  quiet. 

In  addition  to  tbis  private  letter  and  official  report,  I  bad,  wbile  in 
Alaska,  a  pamphlet  put  into  my  bands  entitled  ''A  history  of  ^fae  wrongs 
of  Alaska.'^  Deeming  tbe  subject  of  sucb  great  importance  as  to  need  a 
thorough  investigation  of  tbe  proper  authorities,  and  that  even  com- 
plaints migbt  become  of  official  cognizance,  I  attach  a  copy  to  this  re^e 
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port.  Of  course  1  have  not  the  means  of  judging  of  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  uiost  of  the  statements  therein  contained ;  but  do  believe  it  to  be  a 
mistake,  and  a  dangerous  precedent,  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  to 
give  into  the  hands  of  any  company,  however  benevolent  in  its  inten- 
tions, so  vast  a  monopoly.  The  subject  comes  to  me  directly  in  the  per- 
formance of  my  military  duty  in  the  execution  of  laws  and  instractioDs 
concerning  ardent  spirits,  the  sale  of  arms  to  Indians,  and  other  police 
measures. 

After  leaving  Fort  Tougass,  the  steamer  anchored,  about  10  a.  m., 
(Sunday,  June  20,)  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Simpson,  B.  C.  All  on  board 
had  the  opportunity  of  going  on  shore  and  attending  the  service  held 
with  the  Indians  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Crosby.  The  Indians  here  speak  a 
different  language,  but  are  in  other  respects  like  those  we  had  visited, 
in  complexion,  size,  manner  of  building  houses,  and  nature  of  subsist- 
ence. The  noticeable  contrast  between  these  Indians,  men,  women, 
and  children,  and  the  others,  was  the  cleanliness  and  order  everywhere 
apparent.  The  whole  population  flocked  to  church,  neatly  dressed,  and 
engaged  in  the  services  almost  with  unanimity. 

The  marriage  relation  is  respected ;  fighting  and  drunkenness  of  rare 
occurrence;  and  all  in  consequence  of  simple  and  faithful  teaching  bj 
the  missionary  here,  and  the  missionary  who  has  reached  them  indi- 
rectly from  Mitlicatah,  which  is  located  eighteen  miles  south. 

As  the  military  authority  is  now  held  responsible  for  Indian  affairs 
in  Alaska,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  make  a  full  statement  of  my  obser- 
vations, with  the  hope  that  speedy  legislation  may  be  had  to  give  to 
our  Indians  there,  as  well  as  others,  already  said  to  be  in  adraoce  of 
others  in  point  of  intelligence,  certainly  as  good  opportunities  in  the 
way  of  government  and  instruction  as  those  have  in  contiguous  British 
territory. 

We  reached  the  dock  at  Portland  Friday  evening,  the  25th  of  June. 
As  I  have  already  made  a  verbal  report,  and  General  Schofield  has  ac- 
ceded to  my  recommendations  of  a  military  nature,  I  will  not  repeat 

I  propose  to  embrace  an  account  of  my  visit  to  Fort  EJamath,  the  lava- 
beds  and  vicinity,  in  my  annual  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Cofnmanding, 

Assist  ANT- Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific, 
San  Francisco,  California. 


[iLclosnre  marked  *'  A."] 

The  NorihveBt  Boundartt, 

Tbe  discover}'  of  Cansiar  lia^  renderncl  the  following  information  of  valae  to  the  gov* 
ernnient  ^nd  people  of  Ibis  province.  Its  publication  at  this  period  wiU  probably  pre- 
vent much  apprehension  and  sospense  on  all  sides. 

Convention  for  tbe  cession  of  Russian  possessions  in  North  America  to  the  United 
States;  concluded  March  30,  1867.  Ratification  esolianged  Jane  20,  I>:^.  Pro- 
claimed June  20, 1867. 

Article  I.  His  Mi^esty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rnssias  agrees  to  cede  to  the  United 
States  b^  this  convention,  immediately  upon  the  ratification  thereof,  all  the  territoTT 
and  dominions  now  possessed  by  His  Majesty  on  tbe  continent  of  America  and  in  the 
a^Jaoent  islands,  the  same  being  contained  within  the  geographical  limits  herein  set 
forth,  to  wit : 

The  eastern  limit  is  the  line  of  demarkaiion  between  the  British  pomesatons  in  North 
America  ns  establislied  by  the  convention  between  Russia  and  Gr^at  Bri|a|nj,^|)f  Febro- 
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ary  25-16, 1S25,  and  described  iu  article  3d  and  4th  of  said  convention  in  the  following 
terms:  Com  men  cing  from  the  southernniont  point  of  the  island  called  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Island,  winch  point  lies  in  the  parallel  of  54  degre'es  40  minutes  north  latitude, 
and  between  the  one  hundred  and  thirtT-first  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-third  degrees 
of  west  longitude,  (meridian  of  Greenwich,)  the  said  line  shall  ascend  to  the  north 
along  the  channel  called  the  Portland  Channel  as  far  as  the  point  of  the  continent 
where  it  strikes  the  56th  degree  of  north  latitude.  From  this  last-mentioned  point  the 
line  of  demarkation  shall  follow  the  summit  of  the  mountains  situated  parallel  to  the 
•coast  as  far  as  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  141st  degree  of  west  longitude,  (of  the 
same  meridian,)  and  finally,  from  the  said  point  of  intersection,  the  said  meridian  Jine 
of  the  141st  degree,  in  lis  prolongation  as  far  as  the  *'  Frozen  Ocean/' 

4th.  With  reference  to  the  line  of  demarkation  laid  down  in  the  preceding  articles,  it 
is  understood :  1st.  That  the  island  called  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island  shall  belong 
wholly  to  Russia,  (now,  by  this  cession,  to  the  United  States.)  2d.  That  whenever 
the  sammit  of  the  mountains  which  extend  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  coast  from 
the  55th  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  141st  degree  of 
west  longitude  shall  prove  to  be  at  the  distance  of  more  than  ten  marine  leac^nes  from 
tlie  ocean,  the  limit  uetween  the  British  possessions  and  the  line  of  coast  wliich  is  to 
belong  to  Russia,  as  above  mentioned,  (that  is  to  say,  the  limit  to  the  possessions  ceded 
by  thi6  convention,)  shall  be  formed  by  a  line  parallel  to  the  rounding  of  the  coast,  and 
which  shall  never  exceed  the  distance  of  ten  marine  leagues  therefrom. 

Office  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
Xo,  310  SaMOuci  Streit^  San  FranmoOf  August  11,  1875. 
Col.  H.  Ci-AY  Wood, 

A,  A.  G.  Dept.  Columbia,  Partlandt  Oregon : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
with  inoloaures,  and  on  behalf  of  the  company  I  beg  to  express  our  thanks  for  the 
•courtesy  of  answering  the  inquiries  made  by  us. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  herewith  an  application  made  to  Captain  Campbell,  com- 
manding at  Sitka,  for  license,  authorizing  tne  company  to  continue  its  business  at  the 
place  named  therein,  which  I  have  to  request  you  to  subject  to  the  examination  of  the 
general  commanding  the  department,  and,  if  found  correct  by  him,  and  necessary  to 
be  made,  I  will  thanK  you  to  forward  it  to  its  proper  destination.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  license  mentioned  in  paragraph  3,  of  order  96,  Sitka,  July  12,  1875,  is  requisite  in 
order  that  the  company  may  continue  its  business,  although  that  portion  of  your  letter 
which  says  that  *'so  long  as  the  company  and  its  agents  and  employes  strictly  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  acta  of  Congress  and  the  military  orders  relative  to  Alaska 
trade,  the  company  will  not  be  interfered  with  by  military  commanders,''  &^c.,  &c. 
might  with  some  propriety  be  regarded  as  a  sufficient  license.  We  do  not  suppose, 
however,  that  it  was  so  intended ;  that  it  was  meant  rather  to  admonish  the  company 
that  its  basinefls  interests  and  trade  are  subject  to  the  searching  scrutiny  and  impartial 
supervision  of  the  military  authority.  In  this  connection  I  beg  to  assure  the  general 
commanding  that  to  all  this  the  company  makes  no  objection,  but,  on  the  contrary,  re- 
joices that  the  new  regime  has  been  established. 

When  the  general  commanding  comes  to  know  that  chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  the 
•nanagers  of  this  company  the  act  of  March  3, 1873,  was  passed,  which  has  made  Alaska 
Indian  country  and  brought  it  under  military  control,  he  will  begin  to  appreciate  the 
motive  of  the  company  and  the  stniggle  which  it  has  maintained  siufi^ly  and  without 
substantial  aid  fh>m  the  Qovemment  to  prevent  the  utter  destruction  alike  of  trade  and 
Indiana  in  Alaska  by  the  traffic  in  spirituous  liquors.  In  that  part  of  Alaska  where 
the  company  carries  on  its  bnainess  it  has  been  the  only  barrier  to  the  nefarious  and 
murderoos  traffic  in  whisky  with  the  Indians,  and  much  of  the  abuse  and  misrepre- 
sentation of  this  company,  which  has  found  its  utterance  iu  the  public  prints  and 
anonymous  pamphlets,  has  originated  with  the  disappointed  and  thwarted  liquor- 
traders  in  Alaska  and  their  confederates  in  San  Francisco. 

This  company  has  been,  now  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  the  vigilant  and  relentless 
And  nnoomproniising  enemy  to  the  liquor-traffic  in  Alaska,  and  all  its  agencies  and  con- 
nections, and  we  are  glad  to  know  that  the  power  of  the  Government,  through  its  most 
reliable  and  effective  Department,  (for  such  purpose,)  is  to  be  exerted  to  protect  the 
people  of  Alaska  from  the  great  enemy  of  the  Indian  race. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  F.  MILLER, 
Pmi  ient  Ala$ka  Commercial  Company, 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  the  assistant  adjutant-general  Military  Division 
of  the  Pacific,  to  accompany  mv  report  of  visit  to  Alaska  Territory,  da t*»d  .Tnnft  30, 1875. 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  thk  Pacific, 

San  FraneiBOf  August  23, 1875. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjiitaut-General,  (through  headquarters  of  it» 
Army,)  in  connection  with  General  Howard's  report  of  June  30, 1875,  referred  to  witli- 
in,  forwarded  from  these  headquarters  August  21,  leS75. 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-General i  U.  S.  J. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  WRONGS  OF  ALASKA.— AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  PEOPLE 
AND  PRESS  OF  AMERICA. 

[Printed  by  order  of  the  Anti-Monopoly  Association  of  the  Pacific  coast,  February,  1(^5.] 

AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  PEOPLE  AND  PRESS  OF  AMERICA. 

Sax  Francisco,  January,  187S. 

Inasmuch  as  the  hope  of  receiving  redress  of  the  Government  has  hitherto  been  dis- 
appointed, and  all  appeals  to  the  same  which  have  been  made  daring  the  laet  six 
years  in  behalf  of  the  cause,  in  which  we  now  raise  our  voice  again,  have  been  left 
unheeded ;  and  a  flagrant  stain  on  the  honor  of  our  free  country,  which  could  be  wiped 
out  by  one  word  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  is  suffered  to  exist — a  monnment  of 
the  shame  of  America— we  now  address  ourselves  to  the  people,  in  the  heart  of  whicfc  love 
of  freedom,  patriotism,  and  justice  still  live,  and  to  its  mighty  voice  and  champion,  the 
Press,  and  appeal  to  them  to  take  up  this  cause  which  ought  to  concern  every  citizen 
that  loves  his  country.  We  speak  of  the  serfdom  of  the  civilized  inhabitauta  of  Saint 
George  and  Saint  Paul  islands  in  Alaska,  and  of  the  fur- seal  monopoly  that  has  been 
granted  by  the  Government. 

The  wrong  that  has  been  done  is  so  great,the  violation  of  the  principles  of  repnblicaDism 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  so  flagrant,  and  the  corruption  that  has  been 
connected  with  this  disgraceful  affair  so  glaring,  that  were  the  circnmatancea  as  veil 
known  throughout  America  as  they  are  to  people  on  the  Pacific  coast,  it  would 
have  been  struck  down  long  ago,  and  would  have  shared  the  fate  of  the  Credit  Mobilier. 

We  will  therefore  give  briefly  a  hist<ory  of  the  wrongs  of  Alaska,  in  which  we  will 
strictly  adhere  to  the  truth,  avoid  all  exaggeration,  and  will  be  Just  to  all ;  and  in  order 
that  this  history  may  be  universally  known,  it  will  be  sent  in  thousands  of  copies  to  all 
parts  of  the  Union  and  to  every  leading  paper  in  the  United  States. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  WRONGS  OF  ALASKA. 

THE  RUSSO-AMERICAN  COMPANY. 

Alaska  was  discovered  about  a  century  ago  by  Russian  fur-hunters,  who,  sailing  east 
from  the  coast  of  Siberia,  first  came  upon  the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  which  they  took 
possession  of  in  the  name  of  the  Czar. 

Having  established  themselves  on  these  islands,  and  having  thoroughly  aabjected 
and  christianized  the  docile  natives,  they  pushed  farther  east,  round  and  explored  the 
extensive  coast  of  the  main  land,  and,  after  many  hard  fights  with  the  wanike  tribes 
of  these  regions,  established  posts  along  the  Behring*s  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific. 

The  Russian  government  nad  granted  to  these  early  adventurers  especial  rights  in 
regard  to  the  countries  which  they  had  discovered  for  the  Crown,  and  thus  was  the 
foundation  laid  of  that  tremendous  concern,  the  Rnsso- American  Company,  that  held 
undisputed  sway  over  Alaska  till  it  was  purchased  by  the  United  States. 

This  company  enjoyed,  under  the  suffrage  of  the  Emperor,  the  moet  posittre  power, 
and  over  half  a  century  ruled  the  country  with  an  iron  rod,  having  abeolate  right  over 
it,  and  everything  in  it,  except  the  unexplored  regions  of  the  far  interior,  and  the  many 
tribes  of  free  savages  that  recognize  no  master.  The  sole  object  of  this  company  was 
the  fur-trade,  and  as  it  was  constantly  fearful  that  the  attention  of  the  Roaaian  gov> 
emment  might  be  excited,  it  strictly, forbade  the  search  after  minerals,  allowed  no  en- 
terprises except  those  connected  with  the  fur-trade,  stifled  immediately  any  reports  of 
discoveries,  permitted  no  outsider  to  remain  in  the  country,  and  gnarded  the  latter 
with  a  jealousy  equal  to  that  of  our  Chinese  neighbors.  Of  the  imperial  commission- 
ers who  were,  from  time  time,  dispatched  to  this  far-away  piece  of  the  Czar's  domin- 
ions, several  suddenly  died  on  their  way  home  through  Siberia,  while  moat  of  them 
were  dealt  with  according  to  the  American  style,  that  is,  they  returned  richer  and  hap- 
pier men,  and  reported  everything  as  desired.  Finally  the  government  at  St.  Peters- 
burg became  dingust-ed.  and  sold  Alaska  to  the  United  States.  The  insurmountable 
barrier  that  bad  walled  it  in  so  long,  fell  on  the  day  when 
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THE  STARS  AND  STRIPES 

asoeuded  tbat  old  flag^-staff  at  Sitka,  and  the  Territory  iras  thrown  wide  open  to  every 
energetic  individnal.  There  now  commenced  a  time  ench  as  had  never  been  seen  in 
Alaaka  before ;  vessel  after  vessel,  laden  with  merchandise,  left  the  Golden  Gate,  and 
shaped  its  conrse  for  the  new  acquisitions ;  tradiuj;  and  fishing;  stations  arose  every- 
where on  the  coast ;  a  fleet  of  gallant  schooners  cruised  on  the  ooid-banks ;  gold,  copper,, 
and  coal  were  discovered  at  many  localities,  and  the  sails  of  American  ships  whitened 
every  sound  and  bay.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Alaska  was  in  a  fair  way  of  being  de- 
veloped, and  all  those  engaged  in  the  Territory  were  convinced  of  the  fact.  It  waa 
about  this  time  when  a  psuty  of  capitalists  proposed  to  stock  the  Alaska  peninsula  with 
sheep  and  cattle,  when  there  was  a  plan  of  establishing  ^settlement  of  New  England 
fishermen  at  Kiuai,  and  when  an  eastern  firm  made  preparations  for  ship-building  at 
Sitka. 

But  the  people  that  had  chanced  their  time  and  capital,  and  often  enough  their  per- 
sonal safety,  in  Alaska;  that  were  preparing  the  way  for  civilization  and  development, 
and  fondly  believed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  a  free  and  just  Government,, 
did  not  know  that  corruption  stalked  almost  undisguised  through  the  congressional 
balls  at  Washington ';  that  the  representatives  of  the  people  were  ready  for  personal 
gain  to  violate  tne  sacred  principles  of  our  Constitution,  to  ignore  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  to  pollute  the  fair  name  of  America  with  an  indelible  stain.  A  cloud  arose 
that  nipped  the  beginning  development  of  Alaska  in  the  bud,  and  put  an  end  to  all 
enterprise  except  tne  fur-trade  of  one  rich  and  powerful  company. 

Although  our  space  is  limited,  we  must  go  a  little  into  details  to  make  the  circum- 
stances fully  comprehensible,  and  to  show  how  the  ruin  of  Alaska  was  wrought. 

The  Rnsso-American  Company  bad  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  the  following  proper- 
ty that  had  to  be  disposed  of:  A  large  number  of  ware,  store,  and  dwelling  houses  at 
Sitka  and  Kodiac,  and  all  their  forts  and  stations  on  the  islands  and  on  the  main-land ; 
an  enormous  stock  of  goods,  representing  a  capital  in  proportion,  and  a  fleet  of  steamers 
and  sailing-vessels.  All  this  was  to  be  sold,  and  Prince  lliaksoutof^  former  gover- 
nor of  Alaaka  and  president  of  the  company,  was  intrusted  with  the  business. 

He  had  not  long  to  wait  for  a  customer,  for  a  number  of  capitalists  of  San  Francisco 
had  formed  themselves  into  a  trading  company  and  hastened  to  make  overtures  to  the 
Russian  prince. 

The  concern  that  thus  sprang  into  existence  was  the  firm  of 

HUTCHINSON,  KOHL  A  CO. 

This  company  proposed  to  buy  the  whole  property  as  it  stood,  ships,  stations,  and 
^ooils,  and  their  offer  was  eagerly  accepted  byMaksontof.  What  the  arrangements 
were,  what  price  was  paid,  has  never  leased  out,  but  it  is  known  that  everything  was 
sold  at  a  ruinous  fignro ;  that  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &.  Co.  cleared  over  $500,000  on  the 
transaction,  and  that  Prince  Maksontof  returned  to  Russia  with  a  fortune.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  concern  us  or  the  public,  but  there  was  immediately  inaugurated  a  sys- 
tem of  suppression  and  high-handed  outrages  by  Hutchinson,  Kohl  Sl  Co.,  with  the 
a^i^tance  of  this  Russian  prince  and  by  Federal  officers  which  deserves  our  closest 
attention,  while  a  number  of  fraudulent  transactions  showed  that  the  new  and  power- 
fal,  but  entirely  unprincipled  concern,  was  capable  of  any  action,  no  matter  how  law- 
less and  contemptible,  to  approach  the  object  which  it  was  aiming  at,  which  waa 
nothing  less  than  the  VMUopolization  of  the  entire  Terriiory  of  Alaska. 

INTIMIDATING  THE  NATH'^ES. 

As  soon  as  said  sale  between  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.  and  the  Rnsso-American  Com- 
pany had  been  effected,  the  representatives  of  the  former  and  Prince  Maksontof  started 
on  a  tour  along  the  coast  of  the  territory,  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the  various 
stations  and  the  property  belonging  thereto.  Wherever  they  went,  the  prince,  of  whom 
they  stood  in  mortal  fear,  announced  to  the  natives  that  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.  had 
taken  the  place  of  the  Russian  Company ;  had  the  same  absolute  power ;  hod  complete 
jurisdiction  over  them,  and  that  if  they  would  dare  to  trade  with  any  other  parties 
ihey  would  be  punished  in  the  most  severe  manner. 

PMcards  in  the  Russian  language,  which  made  known  the  decree  of  the  prince,  were 
hung  up  at  all  stations,  and  the  Aleuts  and  ignorant  Russians  were  threatened  with 
imprisonment  and  corporal  punishment  if  they  would  dare  to  break  the  commands. 

These  poor  people,  although  they  were  Christians,  and  of  average  intelligence,  of 
conrse  thought  all  this  was  true,  especially  as  American  officers  (to  their  shame  be  it 
said^)  used  their  official  position  and  authority  to  furthermore  intimidate  these  natives 
and  represent  to  them  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.  in  the  same  manner  as  Maksoutof  and 
his  Russian  officials  had  done. 

The  natives  thus  imposed  upon  were  the  civilized  and  Christian  Aleuts  and  Creoles 
along  the  coast  and  on  the  Aleutian  Islands,  (foi^  the  spirited  savages  of  the  interior 
and  the  Alexander  Archipelago  cared  as  little  for  the  prince  as  they  did  for  Brighaiaj 
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Yotinpr,)  and  so  ^reat  was  the  terror  that  the  former  bad  been  inspired  with,  that  it 
was  at  lirst  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  at  many  places  impossible,  to  indoce  them  to 
trade  with  other  panics,  or,  if  so,  only  secretly  and  under  cover  of  nij^ht. 

CHBATINQ  UNCLE  SAM. 

A  little  Rtroke  of  business  was  also  indulged  in  by  this  happy  combination  of  tbii 
princely  Russian  and  those  republican  Americans,  by  which  the  Gavemment  of  the 
United' S  ates  was  cheated  out  of  a  large  amount  of,  then,  very  valuable  property.  The 
■accounts  of  the  Russian  company  being  somewhat  obscure  tq  the  Americans,  Prince 
Maksoutof  claimed  nearly  all  the  Government  buildings  as  company's  properly,  and 
delivered  them  to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  thus  the  Government  had  frequently 
to  buy  back  what  was  already  its  rightful  property.' 

These  things  happened  during  the  years  1867  and  1868.  It  was  also  abont  this  time 
that  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.'s  steamer  Fideliter,  which  was  an  English  vessel,  wan 
fraudulently  brought  under  the  American  flag,  through  the  assistance  of  Collector 
Dodge,  at  Sitka,  for  which  she  has  since  been  confiscated  by  the  Government. 

MAKING  WAR  UPON  ENTERPRISE. 

While  Hutchinson,  Kohl  «&  Co.  were  thus  ruling  the  Aleuts  by  false  representations 
«nd  tyrannical  treatment,  they  also  found  means  to  severely  annoy  and  often  crash  the 
other  traders  and  fur  companies  that  were  also  engaged  in  the  territory.  As  the  rest- 
less energies  of  most  of  these  parties  at  once  forbade  all  hope  of  driving  them  out  of 
the  field  ny  fair  means,  unfair  and  corrupt  ones  were  immediately  resorted  to,  and  it 
was  principally  throneh  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  revenue  officers  that  tfa» 
was  accomplished.  Of  course  it  is  hard  to  prove  that  these  officers  were  hired,  bnt 
their  favoritism  was  so  undisguised,  and  the  rewards,  which  they  received  for  their 
services,  so  openly  distributed,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  this  matter.  The  most 
zealous  revenue  officials,  in  the  interest  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  Sl  Co.,  were  W.  S.  Dodge. 
collector  at  Sitka ;  Samuel  Falconer,  acting-collector  at  Sitka,  (afterward  in  the  employ 
of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.,)  Mr.  H.  H.  Mclntyre,  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, (now  general  agent  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  or  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company;)  Wm.  Kapus,  collector  of  Sitka,  (afterwards  general  agent  of  Hatchinson, 
Kohl  &  (3o.,  or  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company ;)  General  Miller,  collector  of  Sao 
Prancisco,  (now  president  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,)  and  several  others. 

In  those  days  Sitka  was  the  only  port  of  entry  in  Alaska,  and  all  vessels  coming  to 
the  Territory  had  to  enter  and  clear  at  that  port  before  they  could  proceed  on  their 
voyage.  There  also  existed  a  law  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  lic^uors,  arms,  and 
ammunition  into  the  country,  (except  under  severe  restrictions,)  making  them  article^ 
of  contraband ;  and  there  had  been  adopted,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  great 
number  of  special  regulations  in  regard  to  Alaska,  which  were  of  the  most  unpractical 
and  conflicting  nature,  and  seemed  to  have  no  other  object  than  to  throw  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  traile. 

These  circumstances  now  afforded  the  revenue-officers  the  roost  welcome  opportnni- 
ties  to  annoy  whomsoever  they  pleased,  and  this  they  did  with  a  vengeance. 

FAVORITISM  SHOWN  TO  HUTCHINSON,  KOHL  A  CO. 

While  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.'s  vessels  left  San  Francisco  without  difficulty,  came 
to  Sitka,  entered,  cleared,  and  departed  without  hinderanoe,  without  search,  and 
without  delay,  the  other  parties  had  to  undergo  a  perfect  ordeal  of  tribulations  before 
they  got  out  of  the  clutches  of  these  Federal  officers.  At  San  Francisco  the  troable 
generally  commenced,  and,  thanks  to  Collector  Miller's  kind  efforts,  it  was  connected 
with  nearly  as  much  trouble  to  clear  a  vessel  for  Alaska  as  if  she  had  been  suspected 
of  being  a  pirate,  intending  to  start  on  some  filibustering  expeditif^n. 

This  was,  however,  nothing  compared  with  the  annoyances  that  commenced  when 
the  ships  arrived  at  Sitka.  Here  tliey  were  often  detained  for  days  and  weeks,  with- 
out a  shadow  of  a  cause ;  vessels,  of  which  there  could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  that 
they  had,  in  every  respect,  complied  with  the  revenue-laws,  were  searched  from  deck 
to  keelson ;  lighters  were  hauled  alongside  and  every  package  was  taken  out,  and  then, 
if  nothing  could  be  found  against  them,  they  were  reluctantly  allowed  to  reload  their 
cargoes  and  depart.  The  more  anxious  these  parties  seemed  to  be  to  reach  their  trad- 
ing-grounds, tue  longer  were  they  generally  kept  at  Sitka,  the  confusing  revenue  reg- 
ulations serving  the  officers  as  amp^  excuse  for  their  arbitrary  measures. 

But  those  that  got  off  with  delays  and  annoyances  only,  fared  comparatively  #ell, 
for  a  number  of  vessels  were  actually  seized  on  the  most  flimsy  pretext,  and,  in  eha^ 
of  revenue-officers,  sent  back  to  San  Francisco.  I^  every  case,  as  soon  as  a  hearing 
could  be  had,  these  vessels  were  released  bv  the  courts,  but  the  voyages  were  broken 
up ;  enterprises  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  failures  and  ruin  came  over  the  owners  and 
shareholders. 
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ONE  OF  THE  MOST  NOTORIOUS  CASES 

is  that  of  the  sbip  Ciwsarowitcb,  which,  on  March  24,  1869,  was  seized  by  Collector 
Falconer,  at  Sitka,  and  was  sent  back  to  San  Francisco  in  charjce  of  a  lieutenant  of  the 
revenue-cutter  Reliance.  She  arrived  in  San  Francisco  April  18th ;  the  case  was 
heard  in  the  district  court  on  April  20tb,  and  at  once  dismissed,  and  a  few  days  later 
the  good  sbip  was  again  on  her  way  to  Alaska.  The  damage  done  to  the  owners  by 
this  little  trick  was  estimated  by  outsiders  at  at  least  $100,000,  and  the  former  com- 
menced suit  against  the  Qovernment  for  double  that  amount.  This  little  affair  broke 
JSIr.  Falconer's  back ;  he  lost  his  position,  but  he  at  once  received  a  profitable  situation 
with  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  as  a  reward  for  his  services. 

The  cases  of  the  General  Harnev,  the  steamer  John  L.  Stephens,  the  Lewis  Perry, 
the  Alaska,  and  other  vessels,  were  all  of  a  similar  kind,  and  against  none  of  them 
could  a  case  be  made  out. 

But  while  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.'s  ships  went  always  scot  free,  it  must  not  be  sup- 
posed that  their  undisturbed  holds  never  contained  any  of  the  contraband  articles ;  on 
thtt  contrary,  arms,  ammunition,  and  liquor  reached  their  stations  in  abundance,  and 
they  openly  flaunted  in  the  faces  of  their  rivals  the  advantages  which  they  enjoyed. 

Our  space  permits  us  not  to  refer  to  all  cases  and  incidents  which  we  have  recorded 
in  connection  with  these  matters,  but  we  will  briefiv  relate  one  occurrence  which  par- 
ticularly illustrates  to  what  member  of  the  firm  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.  stooped  to 
injure  those  who  traded  in  Alaska. 

In  the  spring  of  186ej  the  steamer  Constantino,  belonging  to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co., 
eailed  from  Sitka  to  Victoria,  carrying  a  number  of  passengers  and  some  freight,  among 
the  latter  several  lots  of  furs  belonging  to  traders  at  Sitka. 

.  When  the  steamer  reached  Plumper  Pass,  not  far  from  Victoria,  she  struck  upon  a 
rock  and  knocked  a  hole  in  her  bottom,  but  sustained  no  serious  damage,  as  she  lay  in 
a  calm,  river- like  channel,  high  out  of  the  water,  and  had  settled  down  on  the  reef  on 
an  even  keel  and  in  an  easy  position.  The  passenger^i,  some  of  whom  were  ladies,  re- 
mained -on  board  till  assistance  came  from  Victoria.  The  ship,  too,  \va8  hauled  off 
after  a  few  days,  and  she  was  soon  as  good  as  ever. 

But  some  of  the  members  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  who  had  been  on  board,  and 
who  were  now  in  Victoria,  asserted  that  most  of  the  freight,  and  especially  the  skins, 
which  had  a  value  of  about  $8,000  to  $10,000,  bad  been  lost,  and,  in  spite  of  numerous 
protests  of  the  owners,  asserted  that  nothing  had  been  saved.  Mr.  D.  Schirpser,  who 
bad  shipped  a  lot  of  fine  skins,  and  who  had  come  down  on  the  Constantino,  in  vain 
appealed  to  Captain  Kohl,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  Mr.  Boscovitch,  all  members  of  the 
firm,  and  finally  gave  up  all  hope  of  recovering  his  property. 

Bat  one  day  when  Mr.  Schirpser  managed  to  get  into  the  back  yard  of  Mr.  Bosco- 
vitch, who  had  a  tobacco  business  at  Victoria,  he  there  discovered  his  casks  and  pack- 
ages of  fiirs,  still  having  his  name  on  them,  stowed  away  under  a  shed.  Mr.  Schirpser 
bad  Mr.  Hutchinson  immediately  arrested,  who  had  to  give  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
$10,000 ;  but  he  afterward  concluded  to  have  the  case  brought  before  the  courts  of  San 
Francisco ;  but  while  be  was  on  his  way  down,  Boscovitch  telegraphed  to  the  company 
and  they  immediately  settled  with  Mr.  >Iartin,  (partner  of  Mr.  Schirpser,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco,) who  bad  beard  of  the  wreck,  but  knew  no  details,  for  abont  one-quarter  the 
value  of  the  skins,  and  when  Mr.  Schirpser  himself  arrived  be  found  his  way  to  justice 
cut  off. 

A  PROTECTIVE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  traders  and  busineBS  men  who  were  interested  in  Alaska,  and  who  were  tbns 
beset  on  all  sides,  and  bad  in  vain  sought  redress  from  the  Government,  finally  joined 
hands  for  mutual  protection  against  the  warfare  that  was  carried  on  against  them  by 
Hutohioson,  Kohl  A,  Co.,  and  their  allies,  the  revenue-officers,  and  in  1869  formed  ^*  The 
Alaska  Traders'  Protective  Association,^  Mr.  C.  J.  Janson,  president,  which,  on  May 
3d,  organized,  and  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  for  more  than  a  year  past  the  commerce  of  Alaska,  with  its  great  nat- 
ural wealth  and  resources,  has  been  monopolized  by  one  firm,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  public  interests,  and  in  manifest  disrefi;ard  and  violation  of  the  legal  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  especially  of  the  merchants  of  San  Francisco ;  and 

Whereas  the  revenue-officers  of  the  Federal  GoYernment  in  Alaska  have  persistently 
nsed,  and  still  continue  to  use  their  power,  authoritv,  and  infinence  to  assist  a  monop- 
oly, and  to  crash  out  and  drive  away  from  that  Territory  all  other  traders ;  and 

Whereas  the  said  firm,  possessing  a  monopoly,  favored  by  the  revenue-officers,  has 
been  allowed  to  control  the  trade  of  Alaska,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  traders ;  and 

Whereas  Treasury  and  custom-house  regulations,  and  military  orders,  have  been 
made  and  enforced,  to  destroy  the  public  trade  with  Alaska  by  burdening  it  with 
enormous  restrictions,  impossible  of  observance,  which  said  firm  has  been  permitted 
and  is  still  allowed  to  utterly  disregard ;  and 

Whereas  the  ships  and  steamers  sent  by  merchants  of  San  Francisco  to  Alaska,  for 
the  purpose  of  trade,  have  1>een  repeatediv  seized,  and  their  c:irgoeg^C|^|y^f|^c^i|(e{l0^i||t^|^ 
«>ut  due  process  of  law,  and  in  violation  of  law  ;  and  y  y  ^ 
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Whereas  morchants  in  Alaska,  eugaged  in  trade,  have  been  illeeally  seized,  imprisp 
oned,  and  their  property  taken  from  them  for  the  pnrpose  of  expefiing  them  from  tb« 
said  Territory,  tnereby  to  leave  the  same  under  the  control  of  said  monopoly ;  and 

Whereas  the  corraption  of  Government  officers  in  Alaska,  and  the  ignorance  of  th« 
Government  at  Wasnington  in  reference  to  affairs  in  that  Territory,  are  such  that  re- 
dress or  protection  from  these  quarters  now  seems  hopeless ;  and 

Whereas  it  seems  impossible  by  individual  action  to  exert  anv  influence  with  the 
Government  to  secure  justice  and  break  down  and  destroy  said  monopoly:  There- 
fore, 

We,  merchants  and  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  interested  in  the  trade  of  Alaska,  hiT*« 
formed  and  united  ourselves  into  an  association,  to  l>e  called  **  The  Alaska  Trader^' 
Protective  Association,"  for  the  protection  and  enfurceiueut  of  oar  rights  in  and  to  the 
trade  of  said  Territory. 

Adopted,  San  Francisco,  May  3, 1869. 

Then  follows  the  constitution,  which  is  cf  no  interest. 

Here  the  whole  tale  of  lawlessness,  violence,  and  corruption,  that  would  have  di^ 
graced  Mexico,  is  told  in  a  few  words ;  comment  is  unnecessary. 
But  it  waste  come 

A  GREAT  DEAL  WOQSE  THAN  THAT, 

and  the  public  were  soon  to  find  out  that  this  concern  of  Hutchinson,  Kolil  &  Co.— 
that  had  trampled  under  foot  everything  that  had  the  name  of  justice,  fairness,  ami 
humanity ;  that  had  been  the  worst  enemy  of  the  new  Territory — was  to  become  th^ 
especial  favorite  of  the  Government ;  that  for  its  sake  the  rights  of  American  citiz'>D*( 
were  to  be  disregarded,  and  that  for  its  sake  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  settled  policy  of  our  country  were  to  be  violated. 
We  will  explain  how  this  happened. 

THE  FUR-SEAL  ISLANDS. 

In  the  Behring  Sea  lie  the  two  small  islands  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul,  which  ar^ 
inhabited  each  by  a  community  of  Christian  and  fully  civilized  Creoles  and  Aleuts.  Of 
all  the  wealth  in  furs  that  the  whole  immense  territory  of  Alaska  produces,  these  twu 
islands  furnish  over  half  {  for  here  assemble  every  spring;  the  precious  fur-seals  in  ooant- 
less  numbers,  haul  up  in  immense  rookeries  on  the  shore  for  breeding  purposes,  an<) 
remain  till  late  in  autumn.  These  seals  are  very  easily  taken,  as  it  is  only  necessary 
to  drive  a  number  of  them  inland,  for  a  mile  or  two,  and  there  kill  them  with  clab«. 
It  was  natural  that,  as  soon  as  the  Territory  was  opened  to  the  Americans,  a  number 
of  companies  should  immediately  dispatch  their  ships  to  these  mines  of  wealth;  and 
in  1868  we  find  Taylor  &,  Bendel,  Williams  &  Havens,  Parrot  &,  Co.,  Captain  Morgan, 
Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  others,  having  stations  on  these  islands  and  energaticallj 
engaged  in  taking  skins;  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  in  spite  of  the  obstacles  throwo 
into  the  way  of  the  other  parties,  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.  were  among  the  last  ths: 
arrived;  which  shows  with  what  energy  the  former  were  possetoed. 

This  year,  1868,  was  a  golden  one  for  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Panl : 
the  rival  companies  strove  for  their  favor;  every  man,  woman,  and  half-grown  child 
found  the  most  profitable  employment ;  and  the  coveted  luxuries  of  the  Americans,  as 
clothing  and  dresses,  groceries,  implements  of  all  kinds,  ornaments,  musical  instni- 
ments.  &c.,  which  these  parties  furnished  them,  as  well  as  the  treatment  which  they 
received  and  the  liberty  which  they  enjoyed,  made  their  lifa  happy  and  comfortable. 

ATTEMPTING  SPECIAL  LEGISLATION. 

But  this  was  not  to  remain  so  long;  the  arch-enemies  of  Alaska  were  plotting  to  get 
th^se  islands  into  their  sole  possession,  and  how  well  their  deeply-laid  plan  sacoeeded 
has  been  shown  by  subsequent  events.  It  became  soon  evident,  already  as  early  a« 
1868,  that  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.  not  only  controlled  the  revenne-offioers  in  Alaska 
and  the  collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  (who  is  now  the  president  of  the  Alasfcs 
Commercial  Company,)  but  that  they  had  also  gained  a  great  inflnence  at  Washingten : 
that  deep  games  were  being  played  in  our  national  capital,  and  that  the  Execntire  aod 
Treasury  Departments,  as  well  as  Congress,  were  discriminating  in  favor  of  said  con- 
cern. 

The  most  shrewd  and  wily  members  of  the  company  came  to  WasbiogtoD,  backed 
by  unlimited  funds  to  gorge  the  greedy  vultures  that  hover  around  our  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  immediately  such  shameless  lobbying  and  intrigues  were  set  in  operation 
that  even  the  old  war-horses  of  the  lobby  were  astounded.  As  if  touched  by  magic, 
we  see,  suddenly,  a  number  of  Senators  and  members  of  the  administration  aasame  the 
championship  for  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  soon  it  was  reported  that  the  for-seal 
islands  were  to  be  leased  to  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  everybody  else. 

When  the  first  rumor  of  the  intended  lease  of  said  islands  and  their  inhabitants  to  a 
mercantile  firm  got  abroad,  it  was  not  be  ieved  that  such  a  violatiop  pf^thi^  letter  of 
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law  aad  the  spirit  of  onr  free  country  woald  be  attempted.  People  knew  that  they 
were  living  in  the  United  States  of  America  and  not  in  Tnrkey,  and  that  a  President 
stood  at  the  head  of  the.  nation  and  not  the  Shah  of  Persia.  But  when  the  infamous 
scheme  assamed  more  form,  and  when  Senator  Cole,  of  California,  aotnally  introduced 
his  villainous  bill  in  Congress,  there  arose  an  outcry  against  it  so  loud  and  distinct  that 
any  administration  but  that  then  at  the  helm  at  Washington  would  have  heard  and 
respected  it. 

ORNEK.4L  OPPOSITION. 

Not  only  was  the  matter  daily  discussed  by  the  press  and  universally  condemned,  not 
ODly  were  the  frauds,  the  corruption,  and  the  misrule  in  Alaskan  affairs  again  and  again 
exposed  and  denounced  in  the  most  severe  language,  but  all  classes  of  citizens,  espe- 
cially on  the  Pacific  coast,  raised  their  voiee  against  this  |B;l^autic  scheme.  The  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  of  Sau  Francisco  and  several  eastern  cities  held  special  sessions  and 
protested  af^ainst  it,  and  these,  as  well  as  the  most  influential  merchants  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, .repeatedly  memorialized  President  Grant  and  Congress,  and  appealed  to  their 
sense  of  justice,  their  patriotism,  and  "their  duty. 

QUOTATIONS  TAKEN  FROM  THB  PRESS  AND  GKNERAL  PROTESTS. 

We  will  quote  a  few  of  the  expressions  made  in  regard  to  this  matter  by  California 
pafiers.  In  a  long  article  headed  *'  Monopolizing  Alaska,''  in  the  Bulletin,  January  23, 
1669,  we  find: 

"  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.,  having,  however,  secured  for  themselves,  under  a  repub- 
lican government,  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  a  company  that  was  one  of  the  worst 
representatives  of  Russian  serfdom,''  &o. 

The  Daily  Herald,  January  29,  1869,  in  speaking  of  Senator  Cole's  bill,  says : 

"  The  bill  is  utterly  indefensible." 

The  Daily  Morning  Call,  Februarv  18,  1869,  brings  an  article,  headed  "  Gigantic 
scbeme  to  monopolize  the  fur-trade  of  Alaska,"  from  which  we  extract  the  following : 

''  The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Cole,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  the 
extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,  embodies  a  scheme  for  the  wholesale 
appropriation  of  all  the  resources  of  that  region  by  a  handful  of  capitalists,  such  as 
cannot  but  excite  public  indignation." 

The  Bulletin,  February  25,  says : 

"Now,  it  is  better  that  every  fur-bearing  seal  in  Alaska  should  be  destroyed  within 
the  next  twelve  months  than  that  snch  a  monopoly  as  this,  proposed  in  Congress, 
should  ever  be  perpetuated  in  the  new  Territory." 

From  the  Chronicle,  January  29,  1869,  we  quote : 

"  The  merchants  of  San  Francisco,  whose  interest  would  snffer  severely  by  the  suc- 
cessful passage  of  the  '  monopoly  bill,'  have  concluded  to  memorialize  Congress  against 
its  passage,  and  we  have  been  shown  the  document,  which  bears  the  signatures  of 
many  of  our  most  prominent  commercial  firms." 

The  Alta  California,  January  30,  1869,  after  having  commented  upon  Hutchinson, 
Kohl  Sl  Co.'s  doings  in  Alaska,  continues : 

"  But  a  bolder  step  became  necessary  to  protect  them  against  the  restless  enterprise 
of  American  citizens,  and  accordingly  they  have  applied  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  snch  a  charter." 

And  again,  in  the  same  article,  we  find  : 

"  A  proposition  so  monstrous  has  never  been  made  to  any  Congress." 

And  again : 

"  These  wretched  Aleuts  are  handed  over,  body  and  soul,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  a 
^^^g\*Bf  grasping  firm,  to  have  and  to  hold  in  a  worse  than  Russian  serfdom,  by  the 
legitimate  successors  of  the  imperial  monopoly  which  has  jupt  been  routed  out  of  its 
stronghold  of  power  by  the  (nominal)  dawning  of  republicanism  iu  the  hitherto 
benighted  regions  of  the  North."  ' 

And  in  a  letter  to  the  Bulletin,  dated  Washington,  March  26, 1869,  we  find  : 

**  For  some  time  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  the  House  committee  to  induce 
favorable  action  on  the  Senate  bill  has'been  exceedingly  heavy,  and  the  ettbrts  of  the 
wuald-be  monopolists  have  been  of  a  nature  so  earnest  and  persistent  as  to  excite  sur- 
prise even  among  the  habitu^a  of  the  Capitol  who  were  most  accustomed  to  witness 
displays  of  desperate  lobbying — surprise,  however,  which  was  dissipated  when  the 
niagnitude  of  the  coveted  prize  was  placed  in  view." 

While  thus  the  press  not  only  of  California,  but  of  the  Eastern  States  as  well,  con- 
demned this  monstrous  scheme,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  San  Francisco  took  the  most  active  steps  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
hill.  A  memorial  to  Congress  was  prepared  by  San  Francisco  merchants,  January 
28, 1869,  which  reads  as  follows : 

.  "  We,  the  undersigned  merchants  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  California,  specially 
luterested  in  the  trade  of  Alaska,  and  also  interested  for  the  honor  of  our  country  in 
the  estimation  of  the  civilized  world,  and  anxious  to  save  the  inhabitants  of  Alaska 
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from  a  slavery  incousistent  with  on r  Federal  Constitation,  and  opposed  to  a  ruinom 
monopoly,  destructive  not  only  to  the  interests* of  trade,  hut  obuosions  toourfrw 
institutions,  do  solemnly  protest,  in  hehalf  not  only  of  ourselves  and  of  the  Paciti<* 
coast,  bnt  of  commerce,  humanity,  justice,  and  an  enlightened  pnblio  policy,  agaio^t 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Ccmgress  of  the  Dnited  States,  and  introduced 
by  Senator  Cole,  of  this  State,  entitled  'An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  far- 
bearing  animals  in  Alaska,  and  to  protect  the  inhabitants  thereof/ 

"We,  in  common  with  all  the  citizens  of  the  Pacific  coast,  feel  a  deep  interest  in  tb** 
newly-acquired  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  see  in  its  great  natural  resources  a  legitimate 
source  of  wealth  to  enterprising  merchants  and  trsMlers,  and  we  are  unwilling  that  the 
whole  trade  of  this  vast  region  should  be  monopolized  by  one  firm,  whose  only  clsim 
to  public  consideration  is  the  large  fortune  it  has  made  in  that  Territory,  and  its  per- 
sistent and  too  successfnl  endeavors  to  discourage  and  destroy  competition. 

"  While  the  helpless  inhabitants  of  Alaska  are  unable  to  memorialize  your  honorable 
body  for  themselves,  and  plead  in  their  own  behalf,  we,  as  a  matter  of  justice  aod 
humanity,  protest  iu  their  name  against  the  attempt  now  being  made  through  thn 
bill  to  reduce  them  to  a  condition  of  vassalage  to  one  company,  from  whom  we  believe 
they  have  already  suffered  much. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  Agapius  Houcharenko,  Taylor  and  Bendel,  E.  Tibbey,  John  Parrott,  Lonis  B.  Par- 
rott,  Alsop  and  Co..  W.  H.  Ennis,  H.  Cohen,  8.  Martin,  Langley,  Crowell  &  Co^ 
A.  S.  Kosenbaum  &  Co.,  L.  E.  Heck  and  Co.,  Fordham  and  Jennings,  Wellman,  P^k 
and  Co.,  Mitchler  and  Kessing,  Irvine  and  Co.,  Wilmerding  and  Kellogg,  A.  Walker, 
L.  N.  Handy  and  Co.,  Pioneer  American  Fur  Company,  Smith  and  Kittredge,  X.  B. 
Edgerly  and  Co.,  Jacob  Deith,  Coffin  and  PatricK,  Elisha  Higgins,  G.  H.  ColKos 
A.  Crawford  and  Co.,  Charles  Hare,  Wright  and  Browne,  L.  W.  Williams,  W.  B.  Hol- 
combe,  George  M.  Josselyn,  C.  J.  Hansen,  Cox  and  Nichols,  J.  and  J.  Sprnance,  W.  W. 
Dodge  and  Co.,  Lyndo  and  Hough,  George  Hughes,  George  L.  Debrow,  R.  H.  Water- 
man, L.  H.  Bonestell,  B.  H.  Freeman,  R.  Pestein  and  Co.,  I.  Shirpser,  Samuel  Adams, 
C.  W.  Hane,  Wheelan  &  Co.,  Adolph  Muller,  F.  H.  Rosenbaum  and  Co.,  Frederic  Clay, 
Dodge  Bros,  and  Co.,  George  W.  Stewart  and  Co.,  James  N.  McCnne,  Fargo  and  Co.. 
Josiah  Stanford,  L.  L.  Treadwell,  Hobbs,  Gilmore  and  Co.,  H.  Liebes  and  Co.,  Pacific 
Fur  Emporium,  T.  Bearward,  Wi  0.  Gray,  Marsh,  Pilsbury  and  Co.,  James  K.  Kelk, 
R.  B.  Swain  <&  Co.,  E.  A.  Fargo. 

"  San  Francisco,  California,  January  28, 1869." 

Another  memorial,  to  President  Grant,  which  was  prepared  in  June,  and  very  extes- 
sively  s  gned,  contains  still  more  urgent  language.    It  reads : 

Memorial  io  t\e  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  protection  of  the  rigkte  and  intertih 
of  the  people  and  Government  of  the  United  States  in  the  Territory  of  Jl<uka,by  wurduutu 
and  citizens  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  Ualifomia, 

Yonr  petitioners,  merchants,  bankers,  and  business  men  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco, 
engaged  or  deeply  interested  in  the  trade  of  Alaska,  and  in  its  development,  respentfnllv 
submit  the  following  memorial  for  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  trusting  that  it  will  be  favorably  regarded  and  acted  upon. 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  Alaska,  from  the  time  that  Territory  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be,  highly  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Pacific  coast,  and  especially  of  this  city,  interested  in  its  commerce,  and. 
we  deeply  regret  to  say,  disreputable  to  the  United  States  revenue-officers  iu  that  Ter- 
ritory, and  unfortunate  for  the  true  interests  of  our  Government  therein. 

We  will  not  weary  you  with  lengthy  details,  but  respectfully  submit  the  followiDg 
facts,  of  which  we  have  been  informed,  and  which  we  believe  to  be  true.  They  art 
within  the  personal  knowledge  of  some  of  your  petitioners. 

The  trade  of  Alaska,  or,  at  least,  that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  the  killing  of 
seals  and  the  acquisition  of  their  skins,  has  been,  from  the  first,  controlled  by  the  tirai 
of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  merchants  and  traders,  who  pos- 
sess the  same  legal  right  in  that  Territory. 

The  said  firm  has  been  permitted  to  control  the  action  of  United  States  revenoe- 
officers  in  Alaska,  to  secure  its  inticrestfi  and  break  down  and  expel  all  competitors. 

Mr.  Samuel  Falconer,  special  deputy  collector  at  Sitka,  is  an  agent  of  said  firm.  In 
confirmation  of  this  statement  we  submit  the  following  extract  from  the  Alaska  Herald, 
published  in  this  city,  of  May  1, 1869 : 

"  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.  imagine  that  all  Russian  America  is  their  empire,  A  few 
weeks  ago  Mr.  Falconer,  the  agent  of  this  firm  in  Alaska,  aUo  deputy  collector  at  Sitka, 
seized  the  schooners  Alaska  and  Lewis  Perry,  not  for  the  violation  of  the  law,  bnt  to 
prevent  these  traders  from  doing  business  in  their  empire." 

Nearly  every  sntler  attached  to  the  United  States  military  posts  in  Alaska  is  an  agent 
or  employes  of  said  firm.  The  six  citizens  permitted  by  law  to  remain  upon  the  island** 
of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  a  United  States  military  reservation,  are  all  connect**! 
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xrith  said  fiim.    Other  officers  of  the  Federal  Goverunient  in  Alaska,  if  not  in  th& 
actual  employ  of  said  firm,  are  at  least  attached  to  it  iD  interest  by  corrupt  means. 

The  natural  couseqaence  of  this  deplorable  condition  of  thiug^s  is,  that  the  said  firm 
controls  almost  the  whole  revenue-service  of  thi*!  Government  iu  Alaska,  and  that  the 
revenne-offlcers  use  their  power,  authority,  and  influence,  in  many  cases  corruptly,  to^ 
advance  the  interests  of  said  firm,  and  crush  out  all  competition,  thereby  leaving  the 
whole  trade  of  Alaska,  or  the  most  valuable  portion  of  it,  with  said  firm. 

Said  firm  has  been  repeatedly  permitted  to  openly  violate  or  disregard  the  Treasury 
and  custom-house  regulations  and  military  orders,  affecting  the  trade  of  Alaska,  whil& 
the  same  have  been  enforced  against  all  others  with  undue  rigor,  in  violation  of  their 
true  spirit  and  intent.  All  but  the  agents  and  employes  of  said  firm  have  been  expelled 
from  the  United  States  military  posts  iu  Alaska. 

Steamers  and  ships  belonging  to  citizens  of  San  Francisco,,  lawfully  engaged  in  trade 
with  Alaska,  have  been  seized  by  United  States  revenue-officers,  in  said  Territory,  in 
the  interests  of  said  firm,  and  for  its  benefit,  without  due  process  of  law,  and  iu  viola- 
tion of  law. 

Even  vessels  attached  to  the  revenue-service  of  the  United  States  have  been  nsed  by 
said  firm  for  the  transportation  of  its  property,  while  the  expense  of  the  same  waV 
paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury. 

Upon  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul,  said  firm,  throngh  its  agents  in 
sutler-ships  attached  to  the  United  States  military  posts,  has  been  permitted  to  monop- 
olize the  trade  in  the  fur-seals,  only  found  on  said  islands,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
citizens. 

We  respectfully  submit,  that  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  Alaska,  possessed  by  the- 
said  firm,  is  in  violation  of  our  laws,  and  of  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  is  in 
gross  violation  and  disregard  of  the,  rights  of  your  petitioners,  in  common  with  all 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  said  Territory,  and  that  we  feel  deeply  aggrieved 
thereby.  We  respectfully  pray  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  by  this  Government 
as  will  put  an  end  to  said  monopoly,  and  admit  all  other  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  equal  rights  and  participation  in  the  trade  of  Alaska. 

We  further  submit  that  the  natives  of  Alaska  are  ignorant  of  the  United  States  laws 
and  Treasury  regulations  for  that  Territory,  because  the  same  have  not  been  published 
in  their  langnage — the  Rnssian — which  nearly  all  the  Alaskans  can  read  and  write. 

We  respectfully  recommend  that  the  same  be  published  in  the  Alaska  Herald,  a 
newspaper  printed  in  the  Russian  and  English  languages  in  this  city,  in  the  Russian 
langnage,  and  also  printed  iu  that  langnage  for  gratuitous  distribution  among  the  five 
thousand  natives  of  Alaska,  who,  we  are  inform^,  can  read.  We  further  respectfully 
submit  that  said  laws  and  regulations  are  not  known  and  understood  by  the  people  on 
this  coast,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  the  same  be  published  in  one  or  more  of 
the  public  newspapers  of  this  city. 

Yonr  petitioners  pray  that  an  investigation  may  be  ordered,  forthwith,  into  the 
administration  of  the  revenue  laws  and  regulations  in  Alaska,  and  that  all  officers  in. 
the  employ  of,  or  receiving  pay  from,  said  firm  of  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.  be  forth- 
with diseharged  from  the  pnblic  service,  and  be  succeeded  by  faithful  and  disinterested 
men,  who  shall  be  free  m>m  the  corrupt  influences  of  said  firm,  and  abstain  from 
administering  their  offices  and  wielding  their  power  and  authority  for  its  benefit. 
That  all  the  sntlers  now  attached  to  United  States  military  posts  in  Alaska,  being  all,, 
or  nearly  all,  in  the  employ  of  said  firm,  be  forthwith  discharged,  and  superseded  by 
disinterested  men. 

Your  petitioners  furth(T  recommend  and  pray  that  no  person,  other  than  natives  of* 
Alaska,  be  permitted  to  engage  in  the  trade  of  said  Territory,  unless  he  first  file  his 
declaration  of  his  purpose  so  to  do  with  the  collector  of  this  port ;  that  no  vessel  be 
permitted  to  clear  for  Alaska,  or  enter  any  of  its  ports,  or  tonch  at  any  portion  of  its 
territory,  without  first  having  obtained  a  clearance  from  the  custom-nonse  of  San 
Francisco  direct  for  Alaska,  and  the  filing  in  said  office  of  a  declaration  by  the  owner 
or  master  of  such  vessel  that  the  same  will  engage  in  the  trade  of  Alaska.  Several 
vessels  have  sailed  from  Siberia  to  Alaska,  loaded  with  opium  and  other  goods,  upon 
which  heavy  duties  are  imposed;  and  by  going  direct  to  Sitka  and  clearing  there  for 
this  city,  as  though  their  cargoes  were  the  products  of  Alaska,  have  escaped  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  upon  their  cargoes,  thus  defrauding  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  of 
large  snras,  which,  we  believe,  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  That  no  vessel  be  permitted  to  engage  in  the  fnr-seal  trade  of  Alaska 
without  a  clearance  from  the  custom-house  at  San  Francisco,  and  a  declaration  by  the 
owner  or  master  thereof,  filed  therein,  of  intention  to  kill  or  purchase  fur-seals,  or  to 
do  both ;  that  none  but  citizens  of  the  United  States  be  permitted  to  engage  in  the 
trade  or  fisheries  of  Alaska. 

Your  petitioners  would  further  respectfully  recommend  and  pray,  with  respect  to  the 
fnr-seal  trade  of  Alaska,  that  laws  be  passed,  and  in  the  mean  time  Treasury  regula- 
tions be  pn)mn1gated,  prohibitiug  the  killing  of  seals  upon  the  islands  of  Saint  George 
and  Saint  Paul  by  any  but  natives  of  Alaska,  and  except  from  September  to  November 
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of  each  year,  and  that  ouly  a  certain  number  per  amlam  on  each  island  be  killed;  that 
it  shall  be  unlawful  to  kill  female  seals,  or  pups  under  one  year  of  age.  That  et'err 
seal-skin,  before  its  sale,  be  exhibited  to  a  United  States  inspector,  to  be  appointed  oa 
each  of  said  islands  fur  such  purpose,  who,  if  the  same  appears  to  have  been  killed  in 
violation  df  law,  shall  confiscate  the  same  for  the  public  benefit,  and  fine  or  punish, 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed,  the  person  exhibitin<^  the  same;  that  said  skin^ 
be  sold  to  traders  in  the  presence  of  such  inspectors,  and  that  at  the  time  of  sale  by  the 
natives  the  purchaser  thereof  be  required  to  pay  such  inspectors  such  Gi^vernment  tax 
as  may  be  imposed  for  each  skin,  and,  after  such  payment,  the  said  skins  shall  be 
stamped  or  branded  by  such  officers. 

We  respectfully  submit  that,  at  present,  no  person  other  than  United  States  troops 
and  revenue-officers,  and  aj^ents  to  said  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  are  permitted  to 
reside  or  land  upon  either  of  said  islands,  or  to  purchase  seal-skins  procure  1  thereon, 
and  that,  consequently,  said  firm  possesses  a  monopoly  of  said  trade,  to  the  manifeit 
prejudice  of  the  public,  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  public  revenue,  which  loses  th« 
«um  that  might,  with  competition,  be  collected  on  said  skins. 

We  respectfully  recommend  and  pray  that  some  one  place  on  each  of  said  islands 
may  be  designated  as  a  public  market,  iu  which  citizens  of  the  United  States  may  \tn 
permitted  to  reside  and  purchase  said  seal-skins,  during  a  certain  season  to  be  desig- 
nated for  the  sale  of  the  same;  and  that  the  purchase  of  such  seal-skins  in  said  mar- 
kets may  be  thereon  open  to  the  competition  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  or,  that 
the  right  to  purchase  said  seal-skins  upon  said  islands,  each  separately,  be  sold  at  pub- 
lic auction,  in  San  Francisco,  to  the  responsible  bidder  who  offers  the  highest  sum 
therefor,  and  that  no  person  or  firm  be  permitted  to  purchase  such  franchise  for  more 
than  one  of  said  islanas;  or  that  sealed  bids  for  the  sale  of  such  franchise  be  received 
by  the  collector  of  this  port,  or  the  Treasury  agent  of  the  United  States  in  this  city. 

We  respectfully  rcqnest  that  an  answer  to  this  memorial  be  forwarded  to  the . 

San  Fkancisco,  June  15, 181)9. 

The  chamber  of  commerce,  at  regular  and  special  sessions,  discussed  the  matter  most 
earnestly,  and  at  a  meeting  held  on  February  22,  1869,  the  president  was  instructed  to 
telegraph  to  our  delegates  in  Congress,  requesting  them  to  unitedly  use  their  iaflaoDce 
to  at  least  delay  action  upon  the  subject  of  a  disposition  of  the  fur-seal  interest  of 
Alaska. 

At  this  meeting  a  petition  of  Aleuts  to  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  San  Franctacd 
was  received,  imploring  the  same  for  aid  and  protection  against  oppression  by  Hutch- 
inson, Kohl  &  Co. 

Soon  after,  a  special  meeting  having  been  called  for  the  purpose,  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce memorialized  Congress,  asking  equal  rights  for  all  parties,  and  at  the  same  time 
protection  to  the  fur-bearing  animaU ;  and  a  bill  in  regard  to  Alaska  was  prepared  by 
the  former,  and  submitted  to  the  latter,  which,  if  it  had  been  adopted,  would  have 
solved  the  problem  to  everybody's  satisfaction. 

Bnt  amidst  all  this  storm  of  indignation  and  protests,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Congress,  then  in  session,  exhibited  the  utmost  disregard  for  the  wishes 
of  the  people  so  unmistakably  pronounced. 

The  interest  of  the  whole  Pacific  coast,  the  clamor  of  the  entire  press,  the  load  voice 
of  the  public,  and  the  plain  letter  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  were  oot- 
weighed  by  the  influence  of  one  concern,  that  came  prepared  with  unlimited  funds 
, which  it  distributed  with  a  lavish  hand.  It  was  coolly  resolved  that  the  principal 
wealth  of  Alaska  should  be  handed  over  to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Cs.,  and  that  the 
unfortunate  Aleuts  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  should  be  delivered  into  their  bands ; 
bnt  as  this  could  not  be  done  without  Congress  having  regularly  acted  upon  it,  a  plan 
was  devised  which  would  enable  Hutchinson^  Kohl  &  Co.  to  enjoy,  in  the  mean  time,  all 
the  privileges  which  they  coveted. 

FAVORITISM  SHOWN  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT  TO  HUTCHINSON,  KOHL  &  CO. 

This  was  done  in  the  following  manner :  In  order  to  prevent  the  speedy  extermina- 
tion of  the  fur-seals,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Government  itself  should  take  charge  of 
ttTe  inlands  till  Congress  had  acted  upon  the  matter,  and  that  no  more  seals  should  be 
killed  than  were  needed  for  the  support  of  the  inhabitants,  say  from  2,000  to  3,000 ;  (so 
far,  so  good,  a  most  excellent  measure ;  but  now  comes  the  real  object ;)  and  that  all 
parties  then  having  stations  on  the  islands  should  be  driven  off,  except  Hntchinsoo. 
Kohl  &  Co.,  and  Williams  &  Haven,  the  latter  of  which  bad  consolidated  with  the 
former. 

Collector  Miller,  of  San  Francisco,  received,  therefore,  a  dispatch  signed  by  Secretair 
McCuUoch,  and  dated  Washington,  F*ebruary  13,  1869,  which  says : 

"  Steamer  Alexander  (belonging  to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.)  may  clear  in  ballast 
with  sea-stores  direct  for  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  to  remove  property  of  owner» 
and  part  of  their  employes ;  send  with  her  two  trustworthy  inspectors  to  remain  on  said 
islands,  and  prevent  landing  of  any  person  or  merchandise  until  relieved  bvLinoolu." 
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Thus  Hntchiiison,  Kohl  &  Co/s  vessel  was  commissioned  to  do  the  Government'* 
work,  and  General  Miller,  who  soon  after  resigned  his  collectorship  to  become  president 
of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  was  intrusted  with  the  selection  of  two  trnstworthy 
inspectors.  Of  course  these  orders  were  only  a  form;  the  real  intention  was  that  Hutch- 
inson, Kohl  &.  Co.  should  take  immediate  possession  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George, 
and  when  Col.  Frank  W.  Wicker,  then  collector  of  Alaska,  and  Mr.  Vincent  Colyer  vis- 
ited the  islands  during  1869,  as  special  agents  of  the  Government,  they  found  that 
instead  of  3,000  seals  altogether,  over  60,000  seals  had  been  killed  on  Saint  Paul  alone  ; 
and  when  Colonel  Wicker  made  a  report  of  the  fact  to  the  Government,  he  was  imme- 
diately relieved.    The  skins  were  of  course  appropriated  by  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co. 

During  the  same  year,  when  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  of  the  firm  of  Taylor  &  Bendel,  of 
San  Francisco,  touched  at  the  islands  in  his  schooner  Page,  to  look  after  bis  property, 
which  his  employ6s  had  been  forced  to  abandon,  he  found  that  his  buildings  had  bt'en 
appropriated  by  the  Government,  and  he  was  peremptorily  ordered  to  leave. 

THE  LEASE. 

When  the  chances  of  Hntchinson,  Kohl  &,  Co.  of  getting  possession  of  the  fur-seal 
islands  became  almost  a  certainty,  not  only  Williams  &  Haven  had  joined  them,  but 
Collector  Miller  (who  is  a  special  friend  and  favorite  of  General  Grant,  and  who  bad 
served  the  company  so  well  and  his  country  so  badly)  resigned  his  collectorship  of  the 
port  of  San  Francisco  to  become  president  of  this  enlarged  concern,  which  now  called 
itself  The  Alaska  Commercial  Company.''  In  the  mean  time,  while  the  lobbying  at 
Washington  went  bravely  on,  it  had  been  decided  that  said  islands  were  to  be  leased^ 
but  in  order  to  preserve  at  least  an  appearance  of  fairness,  not  to  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company,  but  to  the  bit^hest  bidd^t* r ;  bat  that  this  was  nothing  else  but  a  blind  to 
satisfy  and  appease  the  public,  subsequent  events  have  sufficiently  proven. 

Congress  passed  an  act  entitled  : 

AN  ACT  to  prevent  tbo  extermiuation  of  far-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,  approved  July  1, 1670. 

The  principal  provisions  of  the  act  are  the  following : 

No  more  than  100,000  seals  a  year  are  allowed  to  be  killed  on  both  islands  together. 
(75,000  seals  on  Saint  Paul  Island,  and  23,000  on  Saint  George  Island,)  under  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  lease. 

Terms  of  the  lease  twenty  years  from  May  I,  1870.  The  yearly  rental  to  be  no  lesa 
than  $50,000  per  annum. 

The  lease  to  be  made  immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act — to  the  best  advantage 
of  the  Unitei  Statet-^to  proper  and  responsible  parties,  having  due  regard  to  the  interest 
of  the  Government,  the  native  inhabitants,  the  parties  heretofore  engaged  in  the  trade, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  seal-fisheries. 

The  wording  of  the  act  clearly  indicates  that  the  lease  should  go  to  the  highest  re- 
sponsible bidaer  filling  the  conditions  and  qualifications  required  by  the  act.  This 
seems  also  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  Secretary  Boutwell,  but  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  insisted  that  the  lease-act  was  passed  for  their  special  benefit.  They  were 
so  importunate  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  felt  induced  to  apply  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General for  advice. 

This  application  was  made  in  a  letter,  under  date  of  Jaly  2, 1870,  to  the  purport  that 
the  lease  should  be  awarded  to  the  highest  responsible  bidder,  to  the  best  advantage 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  wording  of  the  act. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  then  issued  the  following  advertisement,  dated  July 
e,  1870 : 

^^AdeertUement* 

'*The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  receive  sealed  proposals  until  12  o'clock  noon, 
Wednesday,  the  20tb  of  July  instant,  for  the  exclusive  right  to  take  fur-seals  upon  the 
inlands  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  Alaska,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the 
1st  day  of  May,  1870,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  July  1, 1870,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska.' 

''  In  addition  to  the  specific  terms  prescribed  in  the  act,  the  successful  bidder  will  be 
rcfjuired  to  provide  a  suitable  builaing  for  a  public  school  on  each  island,  and  to  pay 
the  expense  of  maintaining  a  school  therein  for  not  less  than  eight  months  in  each 
year,  as  may  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

'*Also  to  pay  the  natives  of  the  islands  for  the  labor  performed  by  them,  as  may  be 
necessarv  for  their  proper  support,  under  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.'' 

The  remaining  Alaska  traders,  though  having  strenuously  worked  against  the  lease- 
act  while  it  was  pending,  knew  full  well  that  the  lease  in  such  hands  as  those  of  the 
Alaska  Company  would  be  equivalent  to  a  monopoly  of  the  whole  of  Alaska  Territory, 
and  also  equivalent  to  their  gradual  ejectment  from  It. 

They  were  consequently  compelled,  in  order  to  save  their  investments,  to  compete  for 
and  bid  on  the  lease.  t 
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The  *20t'h  day  of  July  was  the  last  day  of  receiviDfir  bids.  On  that  last  day  the  Treas- 
ury Ddpartiiieiit  issaed  a  singular  meuiorandam,  which  we  subjoin: 

"  Opfick  ok  thk  Secretary,  Jitly  20, 1870. 

*'  MenioraQilnni  in  refiirence  to  bids  for  the  exclnaive  right  to  take  fur-seals  npon  the 
islands  Saint  Panl  and  Saiut  George,  read  before  the  persons  present  at  the  opeoisK  <tf 
the  ItidH  at  12  o'clock  noon,  July  20, 1870 : 

"  First.  Tlie  snccesst'nl  bidder  will  be  rtqnired  to  deposit  security  within  three  daji, 
to  the  aiuouut  of  $.70,000  in  lawful  money  or  bonds  of  the  United  States,  ior  the  doe 
execution  of  contrauto,  agreeably  in  *A^  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fllr-beft^ 
iuf(  ftuiuials  in  Alaska/  approved  July  1,  1H70. 

*'  Second.  It  beinj;  apparent  from  the  lanj^uajife  e  Mployed  in  the  act  aforesaid  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  Con^^resH  to  give  a  prefer-^uoe  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany iu  the  awanl  uf  their  coutract^if  I  think  it  proper  to  state,  before  the  bids  are 
opened,  that  the  contract  will  be  awarded  to  the  said  company  if  their  proposals  shall 
be  not  more  than  ten  per  cent,  lu'low  that  of  the  highest  bidder. 

'*  Third.  No  bid  will  be  accepted  unless  made  by  a  responsible  party  acquaint'Cd  with 
the  business,  or  skillt'd  in  kindred  pursuits  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  It  probable 
that  the  ooutract  will  be  ho  executed  as  to  secure  the  results  oonteuiplateNl  by  the 
lease." 

The  Secretary  then  prr>ceeded  to  open  the  bids,  of  whieh  there  were  fonrteen. 

The  lowest  bid  was  that  of  the  Alaska  Comnieroial  Comoany,  amouutiog  to  165.000 
rental  a  year,  and  the  highest  bid  that  of  Louis  Ooldstone,  tor  a  combinatiou  of  varioss 
San  Francisco  firms,  amounting  to  a  yearly  rental  of  $227,500. 

The  principal  parties  in  the  combination  of  firms  for  whom  Ooldstone  had  made  the 
bids  were  the  firm  of  Taylor  &,  Bendel,  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  promiiMot 
houses  of  San  Francisco,  that  had  been  engaged  in  the  Ala^a  trade  from  its  opeaini;. 
and  having  the  additional  advantage  over  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  of  prior 
occupation.  The  inquiries  immediately  instituted  by  the  Government  in  Washington, 
through  the  agency  of  Custom-honse  Collector  Phelps,  of  San  Francisco,  as  to  their 
standing  and  responsibility,  were  of  a  character  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

Notwithstanding  this  and  the  great  discrepancy  in  the  bids,  the  Alaska  Consmetcial 
Company  entered  various  protests,  which  were  referred  by  Mr.  Bontwell  to  the  k\r 
tomey-Qeneral,  then  Mr.  A.  T.  Akerman,  who  heard  arguments  on  both  sides,  and 
under  date  of  July  29th  decided  in  favor  of  Goldstone  and  associates. 

Afber  the  delivery  of  Mr.  Akerman's  opinion,  it  was  everywhere  taken  for  granted 
the  lease  would  be  awarded  to  Goldstone.  Nobody  had  any  donbt  of  it.  All  obstadei 
had  been  removed,  and  all  protests  done  away  with. 

On  July  30  Mr.  Goldstone  consequently  called  at  the  Treasury  Office  for  thelesse. 
but  to  bis  utter  astonishment  and  consternation  he  was  informed  that  the  lease  bad 
been  awarded  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  on  the  terms  of  his  own  (G^- 
Btone's)  bid.  The  communication  was  made  by  Acting  Secretary  William  A.  Richard- 
son, whose  face  in  giving  the  information  was  crimsoned  with  shame,  Mr.  Bontwell 
had  secretly  left  for  Massachusetts. 

Thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  scheme  succeeded ;  that  slavery  and  bondage,  for  the 
abolishment  of  which  a  few  years  before  the  best  blood  of  America  had  been  sacrifieedL 
was  hero  restored  and  was  openly  sanctioned  by  Congress ;  that  free  and  liberal  Amer- 
ica had  openly  granted  a  monopoly  of  trade,  and  was  placed  on  a  footing  with  the  raoet 
despotic  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  Russia,  and  that  Christian  com mnuities,  together 
with  their  two  islands,  w*ere  leased  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  twenty 
years.    Alas!    Alaska  was  then,  indeed,  an  appropriate  term. 

ACCUSED  OF  BKIBERT. 

If  the  prize  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  had  thus  gained  was  enormona,  it 
can  be  imagined  that  a  tremendous  sum  had  to  be  sacrificed  to  satisfy  the  political 
cormorants,  and  the  press  in  those  days  made  the  most  sweeping  charges  against  meis* 
bers  of  Congress  and  members  of  the  administration,  and  there  was  an  ugly  rumor  that 
the  brother-in-law  of  the  President,  Mr.  Dent,  had  been  made  a  partner  of  the  coneers 
at  the  eleventh  hour. 

STATE  OF  TBB  INHABITANTS  OF  TBB  FX7R-SSAL  ISLAKP8. 

Although  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has,  ever  since  the  wretched  people  of 
Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul  were  delivered  iiito  their  hands,  asserted  that  the  latter 
are  well  satisfied  with  their  condition,  and  that  they  are  as  happy  as  the  day  islor.i;; 
yet  the  meager  news  that,  in  spite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  company,  have  reaAhed  Saa 
Francisco,  tell  a  different  tale,  and  they  are  so  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the  lease  that 
they  are  in  nothing  else  but  a  state  of  bondage  and  slavery. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  islands  are  shut  ofi;'  from  communication  with  the  enter 
world  like  a  colony  of  convicts,  as  no  vessel  is  permitted  to  touch  at,  or  no  person 
allowed  to  land  on,  their  soil  except  those  belonging  to  the  Alaska  CommercMl  Com- 
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pany.  They  are  not  allowed  to  leave  the  island  -^'ithout•  permifision.  They  are  forced 
to  accept  40  centB  per  akin»  which  are  worth  irom  flO  to  $'20  each  at  Londou,  and  they 
Diust  pay  fur  the  commodities  of  life  what  the  Alaska  Commeroial  Company  demands 
of  thcui.  And  if  we  consider  that  they  are  brouf^ht  into  this  condition  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  which  has  the  sacred  duty  to  protect  the  personal  liberty  of  . 
every  individual  within  its  domains,  we  cannot  imai^ine  a  more  flagrant  case  of  the  vio- 
lation of  the  principles  of  repnblicanisiu  than  that  which  here  presents  itself. 

ConsicierinK,  fnrtuermore,  the  coui-se  which  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.,  which  is  now 
the  Alaska  Conuuercial  Company,  have  ever  pnrsned  since  their  name  has  been  known, 
bow  little  they  have  respeofeil  what  humanity,  law.  and  jastice  demand,  we  are  forced 
to  believe  that  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul  is  not 
such  as  they  represent ;  and  that  the  latter  deeply  feel  their  degradation  and  long  for 
the  li|;ht  o^  freedom  which  sheds  its  rays  everywhere  within  tne  wide  boundaries  of 
our  conn  try,  except  at  this  benighted  spot,  has  been  i>hown  by  that  touching  appeal 
which,  after  many  obstacles,  finally  reached  the  ears  of  the  American  people,  bot  only 
to  be  left  anheeded  by  thoNe  parties  that  witilded  the  power  and  that  held  the  remedy 
in  their  bauds,  but  wht>se  interest  was  at  stake. 

THE  SUPPKBSSKD  PETITION. 

We  refer  to  the  famous  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Saint  George  Island,  which  can 
not  be  read  without  a  feeling  of  regret,  shame,  and  indignikiion,  and  the  history  of 
which,  briefly  given,  is  as  follows : 

When  the  fur-seal  islands  had  been  about  a  year  in  poesession  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  there  arrived  in  San  Francisco  a  native  of  the  island  of  Saint  George,  by  the 
name  of  Peter  Supi,  who  brouji^ht  to  Agapius  Honsharenko,  editor  of  the  Alaska  Herald,  a 
paper  published  in  San  Francisco,  a  petition,  written  in  the  Kussian  language,  which  bad 
been  drawn  up  by  the  same  Aleuts  who  once  before  appealed  to  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce, and  which  had  been  signed  by  all  the  leading  men  of  said  islands. 

The  following  is  the  petition  translated  into  readable  English : 

THE  SUPPRESSED  PETITION. 

We,  the  undersigned,  natives  of  Saint  George  Island,  Alaska,  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  by  virtne  of  treaty-stipulations,  feeling  aggrieved  at  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  this  Territory,  resulting  in  serious  grievances  to  us,  availed  our- 
selves of  the  mediam  of  a  petition  to  the  General  Government,  in  the  hopes  of  accom- 
plishing, through  such  means,  such  reforms  in  the  management  of  Alaskan  affairs  as 
would  t-end  to  ameliorate  the  unhappy  condition  in  which  we  found  ourselves  placed. 

This  petition  was  framed  in  1869,  and  was  intrusted  to  the  care  of  our  conntrymau 
I.  Arcbimandritofl',  to  be  forwarded  to  the  proper  authorities  at  Washington  for  their 
action  thereon  in  onr  relief,  but,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  it  never  reached  its  destination. 
Again  we  prepared  the  petition,  and  this  time,  to  assure  it-s  delivery  to  the  authorities 
at  Washington,  we  intrusted  it  to  Mr.  N.  Buynitski,  a  United  States  official  from  Wash- 
ington, at  the  time  present  on  the  island.  This  officer  received  the  petition  in  1870, 
and  promised  faithfnlly  to  present  the  same  to  the  authorities  at  Washington ;  bat  on 
his  return  among  us,  in  the  year  1871,  we  were  again  destined  to  disappointment,  for 
on  our  urgent  inquiry  as  to  what  had  been  done  with  onr  petition  we  received  no 
answer.  We  have,  in  view  of  these  facts,  been  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  our  peti- 
tion to  insure  us  the  redress  of  our  grievances,  addressed  to  the  supreme  authority  at 
Washington,  has  been  suppressed. 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  forward  for  publication  in  the  Alaska  Herald  a 
copy  of  the  said  suppressed  petition,  in  hopes  that  it  may,  by  that  means,  reach  the 
car  of  the  General  Government,  and  the  proper  aathorities  thereof,  at  Washington. 

Petition. 
Saint  George  Island,  Alaska,  Avguat  fi,  1871. 

We,  the  undersigned  natives  of  Saint  George  Inland,  Alaska,  and  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  consider  that  we  have  been  treated  by  the  United  States  Government  without 
due  consideration  t.o  our  wants  and  necessities. 

That  we  can  read  and  write,  and  are  capable  of  holding  correspondence  with  the 
Government. 

That  Government,  without  consnltingus,  or  understanding  our  situation,  wants,  and 
necessities,  leased  the  island  on  which  we  live  for  twenty  years,  thereby  virtually  sen- 
tencing us  to  a  twenty  years'  imprisonment. 

That  we  recognize  by  this  act  that  we  have  been  reduced  to  a  species  of  slavery,  and 
that  we  are  compelled  to  labor  and  to  receive  therefor  only  forty  cents  per  fur-seal-skin, 
or  fifty  cents  per  day  for  labor,  when  we  can  procure  it,  an  amount  entirely  inadequate 
to  onr  wants,  and  which  leaves  ns  dependents  and  paupers,  checking  our  prosperity 
aud  impeding  the  progress  of  onr  civilization. 

That  in  consequence  the  education  of  our  children,  a  privilege  secured  to  other  citi- 
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zcDs  of  the  Ubitv.d  States,  'tnust  be  abaDdooed.    Morally,  reH^ionsly,  socially,  and 
commercially,  our  destiny  is  Id  the  hands  of  the  lessees  of  the  Government. 

We  are  the  slaves  of  these  lessees  and  at  their  mercy. 

We  are  shat  out  from  nil  intercourse  with  other  portions  of  the  republic,  and  are 
consequently  debarred  from  improvement  by  mutual  correspondence  with  sister  com- 
munities, and  from  learning  through  such  intercourse  how  to  advance  in  the  common 
civilization  of  our  country. 

Even  merchants  and  traders  are  excluded  from  our  shores  by  these  lessees,  and  com- 
petition is  thus  cut  off,  and  we  are  dependent  only  on  the  mercies  of  onr  masters.  Tbc 
employ^  of  the  company  (lessees  of  our  island)  often  beat  and  violently  assault  ns. 
threatening  to  drive  every  Aleut  from  the  island,  and  that  they  have  that  power 
through  this  lease,  obtained  by  them  from  Government  at  a  cost  of  many  thonaaod 
dollars.  These  employes  are  careless  and  indifferent  about  the  fur-seal,  our  only  re- 
source and  support  for  ourselves  and  families.  The  lessees  are  permitted  to  kill25,Ci<H» 
per  annum.  When  we  bring  them  skins  they  select  only  the  first-class  skins,  and  ordt-r 
us  to  take  the  rest  out  of  their  sight.  By  this  means,  out  of  one  hundred  skins,  abf>at 
seventy-five  are  purchased  by  them,  and  the  rest,  twenty-five  skins,  havo  to  be  thrown 
into  the  sea.  The  rejected  skins  which  are  cast  into  the  sea  and  destroyed  would  fiQil 
a  ready  sale  with  other  outside  traders,  who  are  eager  to  purchase  them ;  and  thns  are 
the  fur-seals  gradually  disappearing;  our  labor  is  partis  lly  lost,  and  25  percent,  of 
the  wealth  of  our  industry  is  lost  to  us  because  no  one  is  allowed  to  visit  our  Bhorei»  to 
trade  with  us  but  the  lessees  of  our  island,  whom  we  are  compelled  to  regard  in  tb« 
light  of  masters  and  even  tyrants. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  respectfully  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  of  onr  fel- 
low citizens  all  over  the  republic,  to  regard  us  not  as  wild  Indians — we  are  not  socb— 
but  as  fellow-citizens  struggling  to  advance  in  civilization,  and  to  become  worthy  to 
be  esteemed  as  fellow-citizens  of  the  republic. 

Peter  Rezantzow.  Platon  Veculow.  Ivan  Sliein. 

Andronic  Rezantzow.  Cipriau  Mcrcuriew.  Ivan  Popoff. 

Niciphor  Veculow.  Peter  Chlebow.  Alexander  Ustagow. 

Peter  Riipi.  Ustin  hhvetcow.  Sebastien  Mercuriew. 

Alexis  Shvetcow.  Semen  Philemouow.  Neophit  Shvetcow. 

Egor  Kolechow.  Alexis  Galamin.  Joseph  Shvetcow. 

Ivan  Philemonow.  Gabriel  Galamin.  Nicholas  Ustogow. 

Sabba  Kolechow.  Boris  Galamin.  Phoca  Shein. 

Job  Philemonow.  Alexis  Ustugow.    *  Ivan  Akupski. 

Zachar  Ustugow.  Barpholomeus  Malovanski. 

This  petition  created  a  sensation  in  California  as  well  as  in  the  East,  and  was  a 
bomb-shell  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Again  did  the  press  raise  its  voice  in  behalf  of  these  unfortunate  Aleuts  ;  again  wa^ 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  lease  held  up  before  the  public,  and  again  were  justice 
and  fairness  demanded.  But  once  more  did  the  storm  of  indignation  break  upon  the 
stoical  front  that  the  Government  presented  ;  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  declare*! 
the  petition  a  fabrication,  and  probably  spent  another  cool  $50,000  where  it  did  mo»; 
good,  and  that  ended  the  matter.  The  Government  did  ^ot  take  the  slightest  notice 
of  the  petition,  and  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  been  careful  that  not  another 
one  should  leave  the  island  again. 

We  exclaim,  again,  Alas,  Alaska! 

ONE  MORR  EFFORT. 

It  was  now  evident,  beyond  all  doubt,  that,  although  the  General  Government  wis 
fully  acquainted  with  every  detail  of  this  disgraceful  affair,  no  redress  could  bo  obtained 
at  Washington ;  still,  one  more  effort  was  made  by  the  indignant  citizens  of  Sau  Fran- 
cisco, and  m  February,  1872,  the  senate  of  the  State  of  California  was  inemorializetl 
and  implored  to  use  its  infiuence  with  the  Goirernmont  of  the  United  States  in  behalf 
of  this  cause.    We  give  here  the  memorial : 

Memorial  to  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  CaH- 

fornia. 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  merchants  and 
traders  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  most  respectfully  represents : 

That  whereas  the  purchase  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska  by  the  United  Sta^es  GoverL- 
ment,  at  a  cost  of  over  |7,000,0U0,  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  was  a  nitional  act. 
the  purpose  of  which  was  the  acquisition  of  territory  with  a  view  to  the  eventual  earr- 
ing out  therefrom  of  a  State  or  States  for  udmissiou  into  the  Union,  with  power  reserved 
in  the  General  Government  intermediate  such  acquisition,  and  the  ultimate  object  for 
whiih  all  territory  is  acquired,  to  exercise  such  authority  over  the  same  as  a  wise  and 
prudent  administration  should  dictate  ; 

And  whereas  the  isolated  position  of  Alaska,  and  the  peculiar  resources  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, render  the  inhabitants  thereof  singularly  dependent  on  commesae^^E  the  supply 
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of  most  of  tlio  HDceRsariits  of  lifUf  without  which  thoy  111114  ho  ubunlouc:!  to  the  most 
piriablt)  pi'ivatioa.H  And  he  roduued  to  the  most  urtreut  <UHtr«'.H8  ; 

And  whcreus,  in  view  of  th«  ahove  facts,  a  wistj  and  prudent  administration  of  the 
aff.iirs  in  thi)  j^ovornment  of  naid  Territory  would  dictate  that  trado  and  intercourse 
hetxveea  said  Territory  and  the  rostof  rbe  ropn  die  should  l>a  );uarantuHd  free,  uninter- 
rnpted,  and  un train ineled,  and  ev^ry  fiicility  .should  be  aiforded  hy  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  promote  such  iutercourse  for  the  mutual  bmietit  of  aU  cirizeim  of  the  Re- 
public and  for  the  developuieut  of  such  resources  an  m;iy  lie  dortuaut  iu  that  distant 
Territory ; 

And  whereas  the  entire  Pacific  coast  is  immediritely  interested  in  the  promotion  of 
such  trade  and  intercourse  with  Alaska,  and  especially  the  State  of  CiUforuia,  whose 
p.isition  and.  resources  and  commercial  facilities  eminently  designed  it  to  be  the  pur- 
veyor to  the  wants  of  its  fellow-citizens  iu  Alaska,  au<l  the  magtiziue  from  which  may 
be  drawn  such  supplies  as  may  be  required  by  them  and  not  afforded  in  their  latitude  ; 

And  whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  its  legitimate 
authority,  given  under  paragraph  3  of  Section  Vill  of  Article  I  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, which  empowers  Cougrtiss  "  to  regnlate  commerce  among  the  several  States,'' 
&c.,  has  unwisely,  i  ijurliciouslyi  and  imprudently,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  knowledge 
of  the  want-s,  rights,  and  desire's  of  the  people  of  that  Territory,  and  by  undue  influence 
and  corrupt  practices  of  parties  personally  and  pecuniarily  interested,  seeking  to  betray 
the  interests  of  said  people,  and  to  mislead  and  deceive  the  General  Government,  made 
a  certain  contract  with  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  in  the  nature  of  a  lease  of 
the  irai>ortant  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  in  Behriug  St^a,  the  said  islands 
being  the  only  known  home  of  the  fur-seal  in  America ; 

And  whereas  by  the  terms  of  said  contract,  or  lease,  Congress  has  surrendered  to  the 
said  company,  fur  a  period  of  twenty  years,  the  entire  resources  of  the  said  islands, 
together  with  the  inhabitants  thereof,  iu  their  foreign  intercourse  and  the  entire 
regulation  of  the  trade  therewith,  and  hi\8  invested  the  said  company  with  such 
arbitrary  privileges  and  powers  as  to  virtnally  give  to  said  company  a  monopoly  of 
the  entire  resources  and  commercial  interests  of  the  said  Territory,  thereby  shatting 
iu  the  inhabitants  thereof  from  all  intercourse,  through  the  medium  of  commerce,  with 
their  fellow-citizens  elsewhere  iu  the  Union  except  through  the  agents  and  employes 
of  the  said  monopoly ; 

Aud  whereas,  by  the  terms  of  the  said  contract  or  lease,  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  abdicated  in  favor  of  Raid  monopoly  that  portion  of  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  which  can  rightfully  be  exercised  by  Congress 
alone ; 

And  whereas  the  executive  branoh  of  the  General  Government,  through  its  officers 
aud  agents,  thereto  prompted  by  like  undue  influences  and  corrupt  practices  and 
means,  has  been  led  to  sustain  and  support  the  said  monopoly  in  the  illegal  exercise  of 
its  nnconstitntional  privileges  and  powers;  in  that — 

It  has  snrreudered  itself,  through  its  revenue-officers  iu  Alaska,  to  the  control  of  this 
monopoly ; 

It  has  permitted  Federal  officers  to  act  as  agents  of  the  said  monopoly  ; 

It  has  permitted  Federal  officers  to  become  stockholders  in  said  monopoly ; 

It  has  suffered  the  said  monopoly,  from  time  to  time  and  on  repeated  occasions,  to 
violate  with  impunity  the  customs,  regulations,  and  military  orders  affecting  trade 
vith  Alaska,  by  the  laxity  and  collusion  of  its  agents,  acting  in  the  double  capacity  of 
Federal  officers  aud  agents  of  the  said  monopoly,  while  the  said  regulations  and  orders 
were  rigoronsly  and  arbitrarily  enforced  against  other  merohauts  and  traders,  to  a 
degree  in  violation  of  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  same; 

It  has  caused  steamers  and  vessels  to  be  illegally  seized  and  sold  by  its  officers  in 
Alaska  at  the  dictation  of  the  said  monopoly,  and  upon  pretended  infractions  of  the 
said  regnlations  and  orders,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  impeding  commerce,  driving  ont 
competition  with  said  monopoly,  and  to  suppress  trade  with  the  people  of  Alaska,  and 
have  thereby  entailed  great  loss  to  the  commercial  interests  of  California,  and  sub* 
jocted  the  merchants  of  this  State  to  great  cost  aud  expense  in  contesting  false  and 
frivolous  charges  preferred  by  exeontive  officials  acting  in  the  said  double  capacity  as 
Federal  officers  aud  agents  of  the  said  monopoly  ; 

It  has,  through  its  agents  on  this  coast,  prostituted  its  powers  at  the  dictation  of,  and 
in  the  interest  of,  said  monopoly,  to  hedge  in,  confine,  and  cripple  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  salmon  and  codfish  fleets  of  this  State  sailing  in  Alaskan  waters,  by  forbid- 
ding the  bartering  of  merchandise,  even  for  necessary  supplies,  while  the  same  officials 
have  permitted  the  fishing- vessels  of  the  saiil  monopoly  to  exercise  unrestricted  trade 
with  4hat  Territory ; 

It  has  suffered  its  revenue- en tters,  while  in  public  service  and  under  public  expense 
and  pay,  to  be  used  by  the  said  monopoly  for  the  transportation  of  the  tfiects  of  said 
monopoly ; 

And  whereas  the  executive  branch  of  the  General  Grovernment,  by  the  acts  aforesaid 
and  otherwise,  has  abdicated  that  portion  of  the  sovereign  power  and  authority  which 
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can  rightfully  be  exercised  by  the  Execative  of  the  Government  alone,  aetiog  throagb 
amenta  and  officers  ezclnsively  devoted  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  hi  &vor 
ot  the  agents  of  said  monopoly,  claiming  to  act  under  the  doable  capacity  of  agents  for 
both  the  Gfovernment  and  said  monopoly ; 

And  whereas  the  legitimate  oonseqaeuce  of  said  abdication  by  the  legislative  and 
executive  powers  of  the  General  Government,  and  the  delegation  ot  these  powers  to 
the  said  monopoly,  its  agents  and  officers,  has  been  an  almost  total  suppreasicm  of  trade 
and  commerce  with  every  portion  of  Alaska,  so  that  intercourse  with  the  people  aod 
inhabitants  of  that  Territory  is  rendered  difficult  and  expensive  if  not  impossible ;  the 
productions  of  the  said  Territory  have  been  looked  up,  and  the  large  commercial  inter- 
ests of  the  Pacific  coast,  and  of  this  State  in  particular,  snffer  and  decline,  while  the 
inhabitants  of  Alaska  have  been,  by  the  action  of  the  General  Government,  oonMgned 
to  a  species  of  slavery  for  the  terra  of  twenty  years ;  they  are  thus  held  as  prisooerv, 
virtually  chained  and  manacled,  without  having  committed  any  breach  of  the  laws  or 
been  found  guilty  of  having  committed  any  crimes.  This  is  a  violent  usorpatioD  of 
the  sacred  guarantees  of  the  Constitution.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have  shed 
their  best  blood  and  hampered  themselves  with  debt  to  give  freedom  to  four  millions 
of  slaves.  Now,  by  a  strange  coincidence,  they  find  that  they  have  paid  over  |7,000,000 
for  Alaska,  one  direct  result  of  which  has  been  the  enslavement  of  a  portion  of  its  io- 
habitants.  Such  a  gross  insult  to  the  American  spirit  of  liberty  deserves  to  be  blotted 
from  the  records  of  our  national  life  which  it  has  disgraced.  In  this  age,  whea  tbi» 
watchword  is  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man,  when  the  Africans,  the  Chinese,  and 
other  nations,  long  held  in  servitude,  are  feeling  the  glorious  impulses  of  freedom  m 
known  to  the  citizens  of  the  American  Republic,  is  it  not  a  shame  and  a  crime  that  the 
foul  spot  of  serfdom  and  slavery  curses  Alaska?  Surely  the  action  of  Congress  in  leg- 
islating away  the  lives  and  liberty  of  the  Alaskans  to  a  soulless  monopoly,  most  aroasx* 
in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people  a  public  sentiment  which  will  immediately  annal 
such  a  piece  of  barbarous  legislation ; 

Now,  therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  being  personally  cognizant  of  the  above  fact*, 
and  sincere  in  the  deductions  derived  therefrom,  would,  in  view  thereof,  most  respect- 
fully petition  your  honorable  bodies  in  joint  convention,  by  concurrent  resolation, 
address  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  its  present  session,  petitioning  that  boo- 
orable  body,  in  the  interests  of  your  memorialists,  and  of  the  merchants  and  trader 
and  commerce  of  Sun  Francisco,  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  entire  nation,  and  in  the 
interests  of  humanity  and  progress,  of  right  and  justice,  and  in  vindication  of  the 
integrity  of  our  institutions  which  denounce  all  efforts  at  the  enthrallment  of  the 
people  or  any  portion  thereof,  to  annul  the  said  illegal  and  uueoiistitutional  cootrset 
or  lease  above  mentioned,  and  to  open  up  Alaska  to  free  and  unrestricted  commercial 
intercourse,  subject  only  to  such  wise  and  wholesome  general  regulations  of  trade  m 
will  act  and  be  binding  upon  all  alike ;  and  as  a  preliminary  to  snch  a  step,  praying 
that  a  commission  be  appointed  by  Congress  at  its  present  session  to  investigate  the 
evils  which  attend  the  management  of  Alaskan  affairs,  and  the  infractions  of  the  tenn^ 
of  the  said  contract  or  lease  by  the  said  Alaska  Commerci<al  Company,  said  oommiwion 
to  be  composed  in  whole  or  in  part  of  merchants  of  San  Francisco. 

A.  Crawfonl  &  Co.,  Johnson,  Nickerson  &  Veasey,  Lynde  &  Hough,  Moi^n  &  Co^ 
Thomas  J.  Foster,  John  H.  Carmanv  &  Co.,  Sherwood,  Bnckly  &  Co.,  Thomas  BardeQ. 
J.  Sturtevant,  J.  Marks,  S.  Folpe,  Thomas  W.  McCallnm,  A.  C.  Nichols  &  Ca,  H.  Hor»t. 
Starr  &  Little,  James  R.  Finlayson,  D.  Beadle,  Charles  Hare,  S.  M.  Holdemess,  l>aTid 
Shirpser,  Sam.  P.  Holden,  M.  J.  Kelly,  Charles  J.  Janson,  Royal  Fisk,  And.  Welch,  A.  C. 
Rand,  Jacob  Schrieber,  W.  A.  Hughes,  Wm.  H.  Rouse,  J.  M.  Hixaon,  A.  W.  White  &  Co., 
Hill,  Slopt  &  Co  ,  A.  Pttllies,  J.  H.  Ham,  James  Cormack,  jr.,  W.  J.  Loury,  C.  F.  Baseett, 
Adam  Booth  &  Co.,  S.  Levy  &Co.,  J.  Green.  John  Laws,  Duff  &  Co.,  Lowry  &  Wighi- 
man,  Wm.  Kibbe  Benjamin,  S.  M.  Henry  &  Co.,  P.  B.  Smith,  H.  F.  Baker,  Heywood  & 
Hendley,  Dakin  &  Libbey,  Brous  &  Perkins,  Littlefield,  Webb  &  Co.,  H.  K.  Camming^ 
A.  A.  Hjweltine,  J.  W.  Wolf,  George  E.  Cole,  J.  Scott,  James  Ropo,D.  B.  Stewart^  C. 
McCann,  R.  D.  Thilpoll,  L.  E.  Noowao,  R.  E.  Haseltine,  C.  R.  Jones,  G.  S.  Rogers,  John 
Bills.WilliamChipman,  Wm.  Fullard,  T.  J.  Parker,  W.  Robbios,  Geo.  E.  P.  Hunt, 
Francis  P.  Devine,  B.  H.  Madison,  Geo.  W.  Boyd,  Wm.  De Witt,  John  C.  Gnnn,  Henry 
Dneyer,  Henry  Anderson,  L.  S.  Allen,  George  Charles  Lester,  H.  Heine,  John  McPber- 
son,  R.  D.  Rhafon,  G.  D.  Plato,  John  H.  Druhe,  O.  J.  Preston,  James  McLooghlin,  H. 
Applebee,  Peter  Muhelson,  Thomas  Bewick,  and  300  others. 

Now,  what  was  the  fate  of  this  memorial  ?  It  was  presented  to  the  California  legn- 
latnre  by  Senator  Perkins  on  February  9,  1872,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Federal  relations.  General  Miller  immediately  int'Crviewed  this  committee,  and  pro- 
nounced the  statements  set  forth  in  said  memorial  as  false,  and  his  word  outwagbvd 
the  signatures  of  hundreds  of  the  best  citizens  of  San  Francisco ;  and  said  honest  com- 
mittee refused  to  forward  the  memorial  to  Congress. 

THB  RESULT  OF  THE  LRASR. 

From  the  day  the  lease  was  signed,  the  doom  of  Alaska  was  sealed.  Baffled  and  cot 
off  on  all  sides,  the  dismayed  firms  and  individuals  that  followed  their  various  parsniU 
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in  tb«  oosutry  were  foroecl  to  withdraw,  one  tfU^r  another ;  the  plans  then  nnrler  con- 
sideration were  abandoned,  and  to-day  there  are  hardly  any  white  men  in  the  Territory 
bnt  the  employ^  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

It  seems  strange,  at  the  first  slanoe,  that  the  lease  of  two  small  islands  should  stop 
the  development  of  the  whole  immense  Territory,  but  it  is  not  more  so  than  that  the 
possession  of  a  narrow  thread  of  land  through  a  country  should  give  a  railroad-ring  the 
power  to  lord  it  over  cities,  counties,  and  States.  ^ 

On  said  two  islands— Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul— the  wealth  is  heaped  up  on  the 
beach  in  the  form  of  millions  of  fui -seals,  worth  from  $10  to  $20  each,  and  without  ex- 
ertion the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  makes  here  alone  about  $1,000,000  clear  profit 
per  year.  (The  dividends  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  1873  reached 
$1,300,000.)  Kow,with  such  tremendous  'riches  at  its  command,  it  is  an  easy  matter  for 
this  company  to  crufih  any  enterprise  in  the  rest  of  the  whole  Territory,  which  it  claims 
as  its  own  dominion,  and  where  enough  natural  dangers  and  difiBculties  await  the 
trader,  fisherman,  and  explorer  without  those  prepared  for  them  by  an  overwhelming 
monopoly. 

As  already  the  old  tyrannical  Russia  company  correctly  anticipated  that  enterprise, 
discovery,  and  the  development  of  the  Territory  would  interfere  with  their  fnr-trade, 
would  attract  the  attention  of  outsiders,  and  would  curtail  their  privileges,  so  has  also 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  made  it  its  principle  to  exclude  everybody  but  itself 
from  Alaska>  and  has  therefore  declared  war  against  everything  that  looks  like  enter- 
prise, exploration,  discovery,  immigration,  and  development;  and,  as  already  ex- 
i>laine<l,  through  the  means  of  the  tremendous  wealth  and  other  advantages  furnished 
to  it  by  the  lease  of  the  fur-seal  islands,  has  already  succeeded  in  making  itself  the  mas- 
ter of  the  whole  Territory. 

To  give  striking  proof  how,  since  the  advent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  the 
trade  with  the  Territory  has  almost  entirely  ceased,  we  will  give  the  lists  of  the  vessels 
that  cleared  for  Alaska  during  the  months  of  February,  March,  and  April,  respective- 
ly, in  1869  and  1874. 

GREAT  DIMINUTION  OF  TRADE. 

We  will  say,  as  an  explanation,  that  the  spring  and  early  summer  is  the  time  when 
most  ships  sail  for  Alaska.  They  go  up  in  spring  and  return  in  fall,  as  during  the 
winter  the  coasts  of  Alaska  are  the  ino8t  dangerous  localities  in  the  world. 


1869. 


Vessels  cleared  for  Alaska  in — 


1874. 


Feb.  3. 

Feb.  7. 

Feb.  7. 
Feb.  13. 

Fub.  16. 

Feb.  24. 
Feb.  27. 
Mar.  5. 

Mar.  6. 
Mar.  7. 
Mar.  7. 

Mar.  10. 

Mar.  10. 

Mar.  11. 
Mar.  26. 
Mar.  26. 
Apr.  2. 
Apr.  7. 
Apr.  17. 
Apr.  XH. 

Apr.  18. 
Apr.  18. 
Apr.  27. 
Apr.  27. 

Tbiai 


Schooner  Idaho,  Hutchinson,  Kohl    Feb. 

&  Co.  Feb. 

Schooner  Legal  Tender,  Alsop  & 

Co.  Mar. 

Bark  Cyane,  Pickett  <&  Co. 
Steamer  John  L.  Stephens,  Holla-    Mar. 

day  &  Brenham.  Mar. 

Bark  Francis  Palmer,  C.  J.  Jan 

son.  Apr. 

Schooner  Lewis  Perry,  Tilby. 
Bark  Washington,  N.  Bichard.  Apr. 

Steamer  Alexander,  Hutchinson, 

Kohl  &  Co. 
Schooner  Luella,  Malovansky. 
Schooner  Alaska,  L.ynde&  Hough. 
Schooner  General  Harney,  F.  G.  E. 

Tittel. 
Stf'amer  Constantine,  Hutchinson, 

Kohl  &  Co. 
Schooner   Alice,  Malovansky  <&. 

Co. 
Ship  Cesarewich,  Ice  Company. 
Schooner  Lizzie  Shea,  Murdock. 
Brig  Victoria,  Wright  «fe  Bowne. 
Schooner  Page,  Taylor  &,  Bendel. 
Brig  Commodore,  Parrott  &,  Co. 
Brig  Olga,  Ice  Company* 
Schooner   T.  L.   Steele,   Pioneer 

American  Fur  Company. 
Bar  Peking,  Ice  Company. 
Schooner  Fanny,  W.  N.  Shelby.      l 
Schooner  Lizzie,  C.  I.  Janson.  | 

Bark  Atalanta,  Pope  &  Talbot,      j 

ist  does  not  include  the  fishing-vessels. 


%,   Francis  Halmer,  Janson. 

17.  Wm.  Sutton,  Alaska  Commercial 

Company. 

6.  W.H.  Stevens,  Alaska  Commercial 

Company. 

7.  Schooner  Urania,  Shirpser. 

18.  Steamer  Alexander,  Alaska  Com- 

mercial Company. 

17.  Schooner  Eustace,  Alaska  Com- 

pany. 

18.  Bnrk  Cyane,  A1as>ka  Commercial 

Company. 
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We  SCO  that  while  <lurinfj  the  months  of  Fehrnary,  March,  and  April,  as  many  as 
twenty-fonr  vessels  sailed  for  Alanka  in  1869,  of  which  only  three  belonged  toHatchin- 
son.  Kohl  &  Co.,  and  twenty-one  to  other  parties,  during;  the  same  months  in  1874  only 
seven  vessels  cleared  for  the  Territory,  of  which  live  belonged  to  the  Alaska  Commer- 
cial Company  and  only  two  to  other  tirnis,  or  eighteen  Ifsa  than  in  1869. 

Do  not  these  figures  tell  a  serions  tale  f  Does  it  not  prove  that  we  can  safety  assert 
that  the  interest  of  the  whole  Pacific  coast  has  been  injnred  by  the  learn*;  that  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company  has  a  monopoly  over  the  whole  Territory  of  Alaska,  and 
that  it  has  killed  its  trade? 

Most  positively  does  it  prove  all  this,  and  this  state  of  affairs  has  long  been  ft*4re4 
and  predicted  by  the  press,  by  the  merchants,  and  by  the  general  pnblic  of  the  Pacific 
coast,  as  we  have  already  circumstantially  explained  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

THE  COMMENTS  OF  TUB  FRESS. 

We  will  again  quote  a  few  of  the  many  papers  and  authors  that  have  recognized  the 
fact  and  have  discussed  the  matter 

In  a  work  entitled  "  Hidden  Treasures ;  t)r,  Fishing  Aronnd  the  Northwest  Coast,*^  a 
very  able  little  work,  by  J.  L.  McDonald,  we  find  the  following: 

'*  The  villainous  law,  passed  ostensibly  for  the  protection  of  fur-bearing  animals,  shoaM 
have  been  more  justly  entitled  'An  act  to  enslave  the  people  of  AlaHka,  to  obstract  the 
fisheries,  and  to  check  the  development  of  the  northwest  coasts'  Hy  the  terms  of  this 
act  the  inhabitants  of  Suint  Paul  and  Saint  George  and  the  adjacentUlavda  are  strietly 
ivalled  tn,  being  forbidden  any  intercourse  with  '  the  rest  of  mankind ;  *  they  are  forced 
by  necessity  to  sell  their  products  to  the  company,  and  to  receive  such  considerations 
In  return  as  this  soulless  monopoly  may  see  tit  to  give.  The  obstructions  which  the 
fur  company  has  in  former  years  thrown  in  the  way  of  individual  traders  and  fishermen 
in  those  regions  are  very  well  known.  The  subsidized  Federal  officers  in  the  intereste 
of  the  company  have  given  much  trouble  to  private  enterprises;  several  vessels  have 
been  seized  on  very  fiimsy  pretexts  and  sent  for  trial  to  San  Francisco.  In  <very 
instance  those  vessels  have  been  liberated,  and  the  masters  and  supercargoes  exon- 
erated by  the  courts.  Voyages  have  thus  been  broken  up,  heavy  losses  have  fallen 
upon  humble  adventurers,  failures  have  followed,  and  peaceful  commerce  has  been 
seriously  obstructed.  Several  suits  for  heavy  damages  are  now  pending  in  the  coarr« 
in  the  North  Pacific  coast  against  the  revenue-officers  formerly  serving  un  the  coast  of 
Alaska.'' 

And  again,  in  the  same  book :       ^ 

"  Sincerely  believing  that  the  *  fur  franchise'  in  Alaska  is  obstructive  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  vast  resources  latent  in  those  regions,  subversive  of  the  best  interests  of 
the  people  of  that  Territory,  and  embarrassing  to  the  traders  and  fishermen  in  and 
around  those  shores,  we  most  earnestly  ask  Congress  to  repeal  that  odious  measare^ 
and  *  let  justice  be  done  though  the  heavens  fall.' " 

The  Sacramento  Reporter,  July  8, 1870,  says: 

'*  Gradually  this  firm  or  company  threw  off  all  cloak,  openly  claimed  a  monopoly 
and  warred  upon  all  traders." 

From  the  Chicago  Tribune,  January  4, 1873,  we  take : 

"  It  practically  holds  the  same  relation  to  Alaska  that  the  old  Rnsso-American  did 
and  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  does  to  the  adjoining  British  passesKioua.  It  has 
rivals  in  the  trade,  but  they  are  gradually  disappearing  under  the  treatment  known  in 
California  as  'the  little  game  of  freeze-out.'  The  compauv  is  reported  very  wealthy, 
and  can  afibrd  to  undersell  and  overbuy  its  rivals,  until  they  have  to  give  np  the  losing 

fame.  It  is  accommodating,  even  eenerous,  when  its  own  interests  are  not  at  Ktake. 
t  discountenances  everything  which  tends  to  the  development  of  the  conntry.  snob  as 
exploration,  immigration,  &.C.,  because  a  settled  Territory  produces  no  furs.  If  a  man 
is  bound  to  go  there,  and  it  cannot  help  it,  it  is  then  (nil  of  accommodation,  and  helps 
him  all  it  can  during  his  stay  there,  and  hastens  his  departure." 

This  is  an  extract  from  an  article  by  Mr.  Harrington,  astronomer  in  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey,  who  had  been  a  year  in  Alaska. 

But  of  the  greatest  weight  are  the  words  of  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army,  General  Jefi'erson  C.  Davis,  commanding  the  Department  of  Alaska.    He  says : 

''Since  the  declaration  of  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George 
islands  as  special  reservations  ot  the  Government,  they  have  been  under  the  control  of 
officers  of  the  revenue-service,  sent  there  for  the  pnr|K)se  of  executing  the  laws  prohib- 
iting the  landing  at  or  killing  of  fur-seals  upon  them.  During  my  official  visit  there, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  present  summer,  and  while  engaged  in  investigating  the  affairs 
of  the  natives,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  the  troops  had  performed  their  doCies, 
I  learned  that,  under  one  pretext  and  another,  privileged  parties  had  been  permitted  to 
land  and  remain  on  those  reservations,  and  had  been  allowed  toikilk^h^ i^imals  lit 
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pleasure.  During  Ih-hI  Hiimmer  at  least  85,000  seals  were  killed  on  the  two  islands ; 
probably  mure  tbuii  that  iiiiniber.  The  pretext  nnder  i\bicb  tbis  was  antborized 
was  tbat  of  enabling  tbe  natives  to  snbsist  tbeuiselves  without  expense  to  the  Gov- 
i.*niuieiit.  In  an  ououomical  point  of  view  tbis  wonld  seem  quite  rifiriit;  but  the  facts 
are  tbat  the  natives  ai*e  coo|)ed  ap  on  these  islands  where  they  are  compelled  to  work 
for  those  private  parties  or  starve;  in  other  words,  they  are  to-day  in  a  complete  state  of 
fflarery.  Competition  in  trade  bss  been  nniversally  established,  and  is  now  pretty  well 
understood  by  the  natives  and  traders  throujvhout  tbe  country  ;  wherever  the  former 
can  paddle  his  canoe,  or  the  latter  penetrate  with  his  goods,  such  is  the  case.  These 
isolated  itlanda  of  Saint  Paul  avd  iiaint  George,  in  Behrivg  Sea,  the  richest  jwssestionn  i» 
natural  tvealth,  conndiritiy  their  small  area,  on  the  contivent,  form  the  only  exceptions.  The 
natives  are  peaceful,  honest,  and  capable  of  transacting  ordinary  business  quite  well, 
and  wonld  donbtless  improve' themselves  if  they  had  a  fair  chance;  but  their  present 
^Mmplete  enslarement  and  robberyj  by  an  unsci-upulons  ring  of  speculators,  irill  ever  prevent 
Muck  pro^r«««."— Report  of  brevet  major-general  commanding  Department  of  Alar ka,  to 
Secretary  of  War,  August  *20, 16'iO, 

CON C BALING  THE  TKLK  VALUE  OF  ALASKA  TERRITORY. 

In  order  to  stifle  the  interest  that  the  public  took  in  Alaska,  and  to  prevent,  as  much 
as  possible,  that  the  same  slionid  be  made  the  object  of  American  enterprise,  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  has  always  been  very  anxious  to  have  Alaska  represented  as  a 
very  undesirable  and  inhospitable  country,  without  charms  of  any  kind,  and  xXa  fur- 
trade  as  throwinflT  off  but  a  limited  profit,  exhibiting  in  tbis  respect  again  the  same 
spirit  as  the  old  Russian  company. 

The  Government  officials,  who  in  various  capacities  were  sent  out  from  time  to  time 
to  Alaska,  and  who  were  generally  won  over  to  private  interests  befote  they  even  left 
San  Francisco  or  Washington,  gave,  therefore,  always  the  most  unfavorable  account  of 
tbe  country  ;  whde  men  whose  honor  and  integrity  cannot  be  doubted,  repn-sent  the 
oonntry  as  it  is,  so  far  as  they  know  it.  6nch  men  are  Secretary  Seward  ;  Professor 
Davidson,  of  scientific  fame ;  Gent*ral  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  former  military  governor 
cf  Alaska  ;  Vincent  Colyer,  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Dall,  of  the  United  States  Ccast  Survey. 

All  these  distinguished  persons  speak  of  the  astonishing  mildness  of  climate  of  cer- 
tain portions  of  Aln8ka,  of  the  rankness  and  luxurionsness  of  the  vegetation,  of  the 
density  and  Bxtension  of  the  timber-lands,  of  the  indications  of  minerals,  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  fur-trade,  and  of  tbe  incredible  abundance  of  aquatic  life. 

REPORT  OF  HENRY  W.  ELLIOTT, 

The  last  official  report  submitted  to  the  Government  is  that  of  Mr.  lleury  W.  Elliott, 
a^iecial  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  which,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  the  statements  made  by  such  persons  as  we  have  just  named.  Mr.  Elliott 
has  pnbliuly  claimed,  this  winter,  at  Washington,  that  he  knows  more  about  Alaska 
than  any  one  person  ;  that  he  had  been  in  the  Territory  before  the  transfer  to  the 
United  States,  and  many  years  since,  and  that  he  is  the  only  person  qualified  to  judge 
what  that  country  needs.    Let  us  see  what  right  Mr.  Elliott  has  to  these  claims. 

During  the  year  1805,  Mr.  Elliott,  then  an  employ^  of  the  telegraph  company  that 
attempted  to  establish  a  line  from  America  to  Europe  via  Siberia,  was  stationed  at 
Puget  Sonnd,  about  eight  hundred  miles  from  the  southern  boundary  of  Alaska,  and 
never  approached  it  nearer  than  that  until  the  year  lc572,  when  it  had  been  five 
years  American  territory. 

Ou  the  strength  of  this  Mr.  Elliott  asserfs  tbat  he  had  been  in  Alaska  before  tbe 
American  advent.  We  will  now  show  what  experience  he  has  had  in  the  country  since. 

Mr.  Elliotn  went  first  to  Alaska  in  the  spring  of  1872,  in  a  subordinate  position,  be- 
ing assistant  to  Captain  Bryant,  who  was  then  the  Government  agent  on  Saint  Paul, 
the  largest  of  the  lur-seal  islands,  where  he,  Mr.  Elliott,  married  a  native  girl.  Mr. 
Elliott  remained  on  the  island  about  a  year,  returning  in  1H73,  without  having  seen 
anything  of  the  rest  of  the  immense  Territory,  except  the  little  Aleut  village  Illiuliuk, 
on  Onnalaska  Island,  where  he  touched  on  his  way  up  and  down.  Aft«r  his  arrival 
at  Washington  he  published  a  work  on  the  habits  of  the  fur-seals,  and  made  himself 
conspicuous  by  preferring  charges  against  Capt-ain  Bryant,  who,  by  the  way,  had 
proved  himself  not  very  pliable  in  the  hands  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and 
consequently  was  anything  but  popular  with  them. 

With  a  strong  breeze  of  powerful  influence,  we  now  see  Mr.  Elliott  sailing  into  a 
position  specially  created  for  him,  and  for  which  an  appropriation  is  set  aside  by  Con- 
gress. He  was  appointed  a  special  agent  of  the  Government  to  investigate  the  ro- 
aonrces  of  the  fur-trade,  and  the  condition  of  the  natives  of  Alaska,  and  last  May  he 
set  sail  iu  the  revenue-cutter  Reliance,  which  had  been  placed  at  his  service  for  this 
pnrpose, 

Mr.  Elliott  proceode<l  first  to  Sitka,  on  Baranof  Island,  thence  to  Ounalaska  Island, 
thence  to  tbe  two  fur-seal  islands,  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul,  thence  to  Saint  Mat- 
thew's, and  lastly  to  Saint  Lawrence  Island,  staying  only  a  few  days  at  cachDlace.  ^ 
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and  retnrning  via  Omialnaka  to  San  Francisco,  where  lie  arriyed  afi^in  in  Septemlier. 
That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Elliott,  havini;  landed  on  six  of  the  countless  islands  of  Alaska^ 
and  having  never  set  a  foot  on  or  even  been  in  sight  of  the  main-laud,  has  now  sub- 
mitted a  circumstantial  report  on  the  Territory  to  the  Government. 

If  we  bear  in  mind  that  Alaska  has  as  much  area  as  one-quarter  of  the  whole  United 
States,  and  a  coast-line  of  ten  thousand  miles ;  that  it  is  fringed  by  thoiuaads  of 
islands,  and  that  it  is  inhabited  by  hundreds  of  tribes  of  aborigines,  belonging  to  three 
distinct  stocks  of  men,  and  speaking  many  diiferent  languages,  it  becomes  plain  that  it 
requires  vears  of  travel,  exploring,  and  study  to  become  acquainted  with  the  subject 
npon  which  Mr.  Elliott  has  reported,  after  a  few  months'  pleasnre-cruise  in  the  N«>rth 
Pacific  and  the  Behring  Sea ;  after  having  landed  on  said  six  islands,  and  afl«r  hav- 
ing seen  a  few  hundred  Aleuts  of  the  three  thousand  civiliztid  and  the  fifty  thoasand 
savage  inhabitants  of  Alaska. 

Mr.  Elliott's  report  is  now  just  such  as  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  dcaires,  and 
might  be  mistaken  for  a  statement  written  by  a  member  of  that  company. 

ELLIOTT'S  RECOMMENDATION  IN  FAVOR  OF  THE  ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  COMPAXT. 

Mr.  Elliott  very  minutely  describes  scenes  and  people  which  he  has  never  approached 
within  five  hundred  or  more  miles,  and  represents  the  whole  Territory  a  desolate  apd 
barren  mass  of  basaltic  rock,  where  no  white  man,  not  even  the  hardy  Icelander, 
would  live  without  being  forced.  He  says  the  climate  is  fearful,  and  that  no  vegeta- 
ble, not  even  the  potato,  will  flourish  under  its  frowning  sky ;  that  all  ita  nrsourees. 
the  timber,  the  fisheries,  and  even  the  fur- trade,  are  vastly  overrated,  and  that  there 
is  but  one  praiseworthy  institution  in  the  whole  country,  and  that  is  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company. 

He  is  of  the  opinion  that  in  order  to  give  this  poor  but  honest  company  a  chance  to 
make  a  little  money,  and  the  seals  getting  too  thick  on  the  islands  anyhow,  the  former 
should  be  allowed  to  take  150,000  skins  instead  of  100,000,  as  stipulated  by  the  lease; 
while  he  also  gently  hints  at  his  own  merits  in  bringing  these  facts  to  the  cognizance 
of  the  Government. 

The  aim  and  purpose  of  such  arguments  are  too  transparent  to  need  comment,  and 
although  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  does  not  pay  for  Mr.  Elliott  to  have  any  differeot 
views,  yet  we  are  surprised  to  find  him  so  little  shrewd  as  to  come  out  with  such  un- 
disguised and  clumsy  praise  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  which  lets  at  once 
the  cat  out  of  the  bag. 

But  we  must  admit  that  we  admire  Mr.  Elliott's  cheek,  not  only  in  an-erting  that 
he  knows  more  of  Alaska  than  any  one  man,  but  in  submitting  to  the  Government  a 
report,  so  weak  and  absurd,  and  so  full  of  mistakes  and  misstatements,  that  we  cannot 
accept  them  all  as  having  been  made  through  his  ignorance  of  the  country. 

We  should  have  thought  that  Mr.  Elliott  would  have  posted  himself  a  little  on  the 
subject  that  he  was  going  to  report  upon,  by  reading  the  excellent  books  that  have 
been  published  on  Alaska,  and  avoid  such  blunders  as  will  neither  do  him  or  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  any  good. 

Considering  that  the  Government  has  the  very  best  means  to  get  reliable  informatioD 
about  Alaska,  and  could,  for  instance,  utilize  the  experience  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Dall,  (who. 
since  1865,  has  been  nearly  every  year  in  the  Territory  surveying  and  exlporing.)  and 
still  persistently  selects  men  of  little  experience  t<o  get  its  advice  and  information  from, 
the  question  naturally  suggests  itself,  are  really  correct  and  true  statements  and 
reports  in  regard  to  Alaska  wanted,  or  only  such  as  will  serve  certain  purposes  f 

A  CURSORY  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  RESOURCES  OF  ALASKA. 

Of  course  we  must  abstain  from  giving  a  description  of  such  a  Territ4>ry  as  Alaska, 
which  covers  an  area  larger  than  the  territory  of  California^  Oregon,  Xevada,  Utah, 
and  Arizona  together,  but  a  few  statements  in  regard  to  its  climate,  &c.,  will  perhaps 
not  be  lost. 

The  climate  of  Alaska,  (excepting  that  portion  which  lies  within  the  Arctic  circle.) 
and  especially  that  bordering  on  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  is,  varying  according  to 
latitude  and  local  geographical  conditions,  equal  to  that  of  North  Germany,  Scotland, 
and  Scandinavia.  This  country  is  traversed  by  large  navigable  rivers,  with  maoT 
tributaries,  has  beautiful  forests,  and  millions  of  acres  adapted  to  agricnlture  and 
grazing ;  and  when  we  mention  that  during  the  summer  the  plains  and  valleys  are 
waving  breast-high  with  grass  and  vegetation,  while  the  air  is  laden  with  the 
fragrance  of  the  wild  flowers,  nothing  more  need  to  be  said  of  its  fertility.  Game  of  all 
kinds  is  abundant  everywhere.  On  the  Alaska  peninsula  herds  of  reindeer  are  found 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  the  fisheries  are  not  insignificant,  as  Mr.  Elliott  thinka, 
but  immense,  for  the  cod-fish  abounds  everywhere  on  the  coast ;  large  schools  of  faerriDg 
fill  the  bays,  and  the  dense  masses  of  salmon  that  during  the  running  season  crowd  up 
even  the  smallest  stream,  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  As  a  matter  of  coune,  a 
rough  winter  follows  the  delightful  summer,  but  along  the  coast  the  former  ia  tempered 
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by  the  inflaence  of  warm  cnrrento  of  the  sea,  that  here  coarse  along  the  Americaa 
continent. 

There  is  not  any  doubt  that  rye,  barley,  and  oats,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  vegetables, 
can  be  raised  there  as  easily  as  in  Northern  Europe  or  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  that 
for  stock-raising  the  country  is  particularly  well  adapted. 

To  show  that  the  potato  win  grow  very  well  in  Alaska,  contrary  to  Mr.  Elliott's 
statements,  we  will  illustrate  by  examples :  During  1868  and  1869,  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Doyle  used  to  supply  the  town  of  Sitka  with  green  peas,  string-beans,  and  all  other 
kinds  of  vegetables,  which  he  raised  on  a  small  island  in  the  harbor ;  the  same  were 
also  grown  in  the  military  garden  at  that  place.  The  Russians  always  raised  their  own 
vegetables,  including  cabbage.  The  same  man,  Doyle,  raised  small  quantities  of  barley 
and  wheat,  as  an  esperiroent,  at  Kinai,  which  grew  up  rank  and  tall,  filled  well,  and 
ripened  completely.-  At  Kodiac,  and  on  the  Aleutian  Islands,  the  vegetables  grow 
enormously  larjfi^e,  though  their  flavor  is  a  little  coarse,  and  even  at  Northern  Saint 
Michael,  in  latitude  64°,  turnips^and  potatoes  for  the  use  of  the  fort  are  successfully 
raised. 

But  it  is  especially  cod-fishing,  the  canning,  smoking,  and  salting  of  salmon,  lam> 
bering,  ship-building,  mining,  and  the  fur- trade  that  will  bring  people  to  Alaska,  and 
wiU  induce  capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in  it,  and  if  the  lease  should  be  abolished 
and  free  competition  opened  once  more,  there  would  soon  spring  up  an  era  of  enterprise 
and  activity  throughout  the  Territory,  which  would  surpass  that  of  any  former  epoch, 
and  ten  ships  would  sail  for  our  beautifhl  northern  empire  for  every  one  that  now 
shapes  its  lonely  course  to  its  deserted  coasts. 

THE  REMEDY. 

And  now.  We  ask,  how  long  is  this  burning  shame  of  leasing  civilized  Creoles  and  of 
granting  monopolies  to  continue,  in  open  violation  of  the  Constitution  7  How  long 
shall  this  immense  territory,  that  belongs  to  the  people  and  not  to  President  Grant, 
nor  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  be  practically  the  property  of  a  few  wealthy 
individuals,  and  how  long  shall  we  be  obliged  to  bow  our  heads  with  shame  before  the 
more  liberal  nations  of  Europe,  that  have  abolished  slavery,  monopolies,  and  royalties 
of  trade  f 

The  history  of  the  TV^rongs  of  Alaska,  which  the  foregoing  pages  contain,  and  which 
we  submit  to  the  public,  although  it  is  necessarily  brief  and  incomplete,  is  a  true  and 
just  statement  of  these  events.  It  has  not  been  written  with  a  view  of  injuring  per- 
sonally the  members  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  but  simply  to  expose  the 
unconstitutionality  and  the  injustice  of  the  Alaska  business ;  and  as  said  company  is 
so  deeply  implicated  in  it,  and  has  been  the  direct  cause  of  all  this  wrong  and  misrule, 
we  had  to  strike  at  it  with  all  our  might. 

Still,  we  did  forbear  to  give  many  examples  and  statements  of  cases  of  cruelty  and 
oppression,  and  condemnable  actions,  which  would  implicate  personally  members  and 
employ^  of  said  company,  but  we  will  not  hesitate  to  give  them  publicity  if  this  cau8& 
demands  it. 

As  Congress  has  reserved,  In  the  bill  in  regard  to  this  lease,  the  power  to  repeal  tho 
same  at  its  pleasure,  and  as  this  lease  has  already  been  violated  and  fully  forfeited, 
especially  by  killing  more  seals  than  are  therein  stipulated,  (only  thb  best  skins  being 
shipped,  and  the  rest  rejected  and  thrown  into  the  sea,)  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  first 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  which  this  matter  will  be  presented  in  the  proper 
light  will  at  last  do  justice  to  all^ — will  abolish  the  lease,  and  adopt  a  plan  in  regard 
to  Alaska  similar  to  that  proposed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco 
several  years  ago ;  a  plan  that  would  make  of  Alaska  what  it  was  originally  intended 
to  be^a  vast  tributary  to  the  wealth  of  our  nation. 

And  once  more,  before  we  close,  we  call  npon  the  people  and  the  press  of  America, 
in  the  name  of  humanity,  patriotism,  and  the  public  interest,  to  use  all  their  influence- 
to  have  a  law  repealed  that  does  iivjustice  to  thousands  of  citizens,  that  has  killed  a 
large  portion  of  the  trade  and  enterprise  of  the  Pacific  coast,  and  that  has  delivered, 
into  bondage  whole  communities  of  civilized  human  beings  that  feel  their  situation 
deeply,  and  are  capable  of  drawing  up  such  touching  petitions  as  we  have  given. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Anti-Monopoly  Association  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 

CHAS.  LEEGE,  Secretary. 

Communications  must  be  addressed  to  P.  O.  box  No.  218. 
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No.  140. 

Fairhaven,  October  11,  1S75. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following:  report  on  the  coiiditioa 
of  the  seals  and  general  affairs  of  the  seal-islands  since  my  last  r^]>ort, 
dated  May  12, 1875: 

The  first  seals  were  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  the  island  on  their  return, 
April  5,  and  the  usual  precautions  taken  to  insure  their  not  being  dis- 
turbed. They  came  with  their  usual  regularity  and  order,  the  full- 
grown  males  landing  on  the  breeding-grounds  and  the  young  males 
passing  these  to  tbe  hanling-grounds.  Enough  of  these  had  arrived  to 
make  a  drive  and  kill  for  fresh  food  for  the  natives  for  the  first  time 
May  7,  and  only  one  more  drive  was  made  for  this  purpose  before  tbe 
first  of  June,  tbe  time  at  which  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  com- 
menced taking  tbe  seals  for  their  skins,  after  which  the  natives  subsist 
on  the  carcasses  of  the  seals  killed  for  this  purpose. 

There  was  on  hand  in  the  salt-houses  June  1,  of  the  skins  of  animals 
killed  for  food  for  natives  from  July  17, 1874,  to  May  31, 1875,  inclusive, 
ilve  thousand  and  sixty-three  (5,063)  prime  skins,  to  be  counted  as  a 
part  of  the  quota  of  1875.  The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  com- 
menced taking  seals  for  their  skins  June  1,  and  continued  up  to  July 
22,  taking  in  all  eighty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three 
(84,933)  seals,  from  which  eighty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixtr 
<(84,860)  prime  skins  were  salted.  These,  when  added  to  the  skins  on 
hand  June  1,  as  stated  above,  made  a  total  of  skins  on  hand  eighty- 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three,  (89,923.) 

This  was  all  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  desired  to  take  for  tbe 
-quota  of  1875,  as  it  has  been  their  invariable  rule  to  ship  a  little  short 
of  the  full  quota,  and  make  up  the  deficiency  after  tbe  count  at  the 
islands  has  been  verified  by  the  official  count  of  the  customs  officers  ia 
San  Francisco  from  the  skins  of  animals  killed  for  native  food. 

No  seals  are  allowed  to  be  killed  on  the  islands  except  by  permission 
of  the  Treasury  ageut  in  charge  of  the  island  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  regular  chiefs.  When  seals  are  killed  for  native  food,  care  is 
taken  as  far  as  possible  to  take  only  such  seals  as  their  skins  will  be  of 
prime  value.  These  skins  are  all  taken  to  the  salt-houses,  where  the 
agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  examines  and  accepts  ail 
that  are  of  prime  value,  and  they  are  salted  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of 
the  following  year.  Those  rejected  are  thrown  away  as  worthless.  This 
waste  is  usually  very  small,  except  during  the  time  from  Augn^ist  15 
to  October  15,  when  the  seals  are  shedding  their  over-hair  and  the 
skins  are  of  no  value.  An  account  is  kept  in  the  record-book  in  the 
Treasury  agent's  ofQce  of  all  seals  killed,  and  for  what  purpose,  and  of 
all  skins,  and  what  disposition  is  made  of  them.  All  skins  accepted  at 
the  salt-houses  are  counted  in  at  the  salting,  and  again  on  their  deli vcr>' 
for  shipment  by  the  Treasury  agent,  and  there  is  always  a  slight  differ- 
ence, but  the  counting  on  their  delivery  is  taken  on  the  official  count 
as  that  is  direct,  while  the  count  of  salting  extends  over  the  operatioo.s 
of  the  whole  year. 

Appended  is  a  series  of  tables  showing  the  number  of  seals  killed, 
prime  skins  salted,  and  those  stagey  or  of  no  value. 

The  information  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company's  leasing  the 
right  to  take  seals  was  first  made  known  at  the  islands  October  9, 1870, 
too  late  for  sealing  that  year,  and  the  skins  of  seals  taken  for  native 
food  from  July  10  to  December  30  were  shipped  May  19,  1871, 
amounting  in  all  to  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-eight, 
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Far-seaU  killed  on  Saint  PauVs  Island  during  the  year  1871. 


OQ 


May  16  to  S9,  fur  native  fcKMl 

June  and  Jnly,  by  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  for  tbeir  akins 

AuKDat  11  toaep'tembcrSO,  for  native  food 

October  3  to  31,  by  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  for  their  akins 

Qnotafull 

November  7  to  December  19,  for  native  food 

Total  naoaber  of  aeiftls  killed 


433 

45,008 

1.349 

39,760 


418 
44,  674 

68-i 
39,591 


14 
334 
467 


76, 549 
1,376 


75,505 
1,  353 


984 
34 


During  the  winter  of  1871  and  1872,  S.  N.  Baynitsky  was  in  charge  of 
the  island,  and  the  number  of  young  seals  was  not  recorded, 

Seahakins  shipped  for  the  year  1871. 

Per  certificate  dated  August  U 41,080 

Far-seaU  killed  on  Saint  PauVa  Island  during  the  season  of  1872. 


3 

1 

1 

1 

a 

i 

1 

May  1 1  to  31,  for  native  food 

687 
69.879 
6,033 

687 

60,  576 

4,678 

June  1  to  July  31,  by  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  for  their  skins 

206 

A  ncriiM  1  t/i»  1jAnMnilM>r  R   ffrir  nftti  vm  AmmI .    .    .    

1,345 

VouniF  aeala  killed  for  winter  food.... : 

76,492 
5,121 

74,941 

1,551 

Total  number  of  seals  killed  for  all  purposes 

81, 613 



Fur-seal  skins  shipped  in  1672. 

Mav  9,  of  the  quota  of  1871 33,800 

Aui:UHt2,  of  the  quota  of  1873 31,  0«0 

Septcml)er9,  of  the  quota  of  1873 1 49,551 


Fur-seals  killed  on  Saint  PauVs  Island  during  the  season  of  1873. 


104, 357 


I 


1 
"3 
I 


I 
I 


May  33,  for  native  food 

Jaue  1  to  July  24,  by  Alaska  Commerciul  Company  . 
Aoguat  4  to  December  30,  for  native  food , 


Pupa  forirlDter  food 

Total  nomber  of  aeals  killed  for  the  year. . 


397 

74,397 

1,793 

76,487 
5,489 


284 

73,884 
914 


75,082 


81,976 


13 
5lS 
879 


1,405 


JnneS,  of  the  quota  of  1673 3,906 

July  14«  of  the  quota  of  1873 32,076 

AaicnatS,  of  the  quota  of  Itfn 5,900 

Aa^uatU,  of  the  quota  of  lfc73 37,804 

78,8b6 
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FHf'Mih  killed  on  Saint  FauVs  Island  far  the  year  1874. 


■t 

1 

s 

i 

i 

From  April  87  to  May  30,  for  native  food 

87.90 

^.5! 

• 

Bv  tbn  AlaiikA  Crommer^ial  ComnaDT  fram  Jn&f^  9  to  Jul  v  17 ....«r.... 

121 

Qootafall 

89,909 
3,585 

89.t19| 
9.959; 

l» 

HftaHn  kill4Hl  for  native  food  fW>ni  Jul v  2?  to  Dpc^mWr  ttl     . r  r 

ca 

Pups  UUed  for  winter  food 

4.W7 

91.0I' 

736 

Total  seali  killed,  1874 

97.684 

Hay  14,  of  seals  killed  for  food  from  Jnly  99  to  December  31, 1873 Me 

July  10, 1873 40.«» 

August  7, 1873 4»,SaH 

9a,i» 

This  year  the  deficiency  in  the  quota  by  the  count  of  customs-officers 
is  not  reported  for  correction. 

Fur-eeals  hilled  on  Saint  PauVs  Island  for  the  year  1675. 


I 

m 

•3 


1    It 


Skins  of  seals  killed  for  native  food  from  Jnly  17  to  December  31, 1874,  brought 

forward 

Seals  taken  for  native  food  from  February  10  to  May  31 

By  Alaska  Commercial  Company  from  June  1  to  July  99 


1,850 
84,933 


Quota  full . 


86,783 


3,«3; 

1,840         » 
84.800'       T3 


89,933 


May  28,  of  skins  left  over  from  1874 XrX 

Julys,  catch  of  1875 39.106 

August  7,  catch  of  18T5 i&^TA 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  foregoing  tables  that  there  have 
been  killed  annually  on  Saint  Paul's  Island  five  thousand  seal-pups  or 
young  seals,  four  months  old,  nomlDally  for  winter-food.  I  can  find  no 
precedent  for  this  previous  to  the  transfer  of  the  island  to  the  United 
States,  only  that  the  former  Eussian  Fur  Company  allowed  as  an  extra 
indulgence  to  the  natives,  after  the  close  of  the  season's  sealing,  to  take 
five  hundred  of  these  young  seals  for  feasting.  This,  under  the  clanse 
in  the  act  providing  for  the  lease,  that  allows  the  killing  of  young  seali^ 
for  winter-food,  has  been  construed  to  mean  these  young  pups  instead 
of  half- grown  seals  taken  for  food  at  other  times.  The  skins  of  these 
pups  are  of  no  value  as  a  part  of  the  quota,  and  these  seals  only  yield 
eight  pounds  each  of  eatable  flesh,  and  are  nearly  all  immediately  eaten 
up  as  a  luxury,  and  the  same  number  of  half-grown  seals  required  for 
salting  for  winter-use  as  before,  it  seems  a  gr^at  waste.  I  have,  there- 
fore, limited  the  number  to  be  taken  on  Saint  Paul's  Island  to  thre^ 
thousand,  providing,  however,  that  as  a  substitute  there  shall  be  kille<i 
a  sufficient  number  of  larger  seals  whose  skins  may  be  salted  as  a  part 
of  the  annual  quo(a. 
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lu  my  opiDion  this  ouorlit  uot  to  be  allowed  ;  or  if  ho,  the  number  lim- 
ited to  five  Imndred  on  Saint  PhuI'cs  and  two  hundred  and  tifty  on  Saint 
George. 

The  rale  governing  the  taking  of  these ^ealn  for  their  skins  is  to  takeonly 
such  sorplas  males  an  are  not  requii^i  for  breeding  pnrponeM^  reserving 
all  the  females  to  be  added  3*ear]y  to  increase  the  original  stock.  The 
animals  being  polygamous  in  their  habits,  one  male  being  considered 
the  equivalent  to  ten  or  more  females,  for  breeding  purposes,  the  sexes 
being  produced  in  equal  proportions,  silways  leavi's  a  surplus  of  males  to 
he  taken  without  loss  or  decrease  in  the  yearly  product  What  the 
numlier  of  tMs  surplus  was  could  only  be  determined  by  a  careful  ob- 
servation of  tlieir  habits  and  necessities,  covering  live  or  six  years,  or 
the  time  it  takes  for  the  animal  to  mature. 

At  time  of  writing  my  detailed  report  on  the  habits  of  these  animals, 
dated  November  30, 1869,  it  was  stated  to  be  one  huncked  thousand. 
This  number  was  based  on  the  best  information  obtainable  at  that 
time  from  the  natives  of  the  island  and  the  few  employes  of  the  former 
Russian  Fur  Oompany  remaining  in  the  Territory.  Since  then  a  resi- 
dence of  seven  successive  seasons  on  the  island,  in  charge  of  these  ani- 
mals, baa  furnished  me  with  the  desired  opportunity  for  determining 
this  surpltts  product  by  actual  study  of  their  habits  and  requirements, 
and  the  result  is,  the  killing  of  one  hundi^ied  thousand  per  annum  does, 
not  leave  a  sufficient  number  of  males  to  mature  for  the  wants  of  the  in- 
crease in*  the  number  of  females.  And,  as  it  is  desirable  to  state  some  of 
the  methods  by  which  these  conclusions  have  been  reached  by  me,  a 
brief  statement  of  the  habits  of  these  animals  and  the  eflfect  of  the  kill- 
ing of  one  hundred  thousand  per  year  for  the  past  five  years  seems 
necessary. 

The  seals  return  to  the  islands  in  spring,  in  the  same  order  and  at 
nearly  the  same  date  in  point  of  time,  the  males  always  arriving  first. 
Those  full-grown,  or  seven  or  more  years  old,  land  on  the  breeding- 
grounds  and  occupy  them  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  all  the  younger  ones, 
who  are  obliged  to  seek  resting-places  elsewhere.  They  select  for  their 
breeding- grounds  the  rocky  slopes  of  the  projecting  points  and  head- 
lands, each  occnpying  as  much  space  as  he  can  defend  from  introsion, 
for  the  use  of  his  anticipated  family.  These,  for  sake  of  distinction,  are 
called  ^^beach-masters."  When  these  grounds  are  tally  occupied,  the 
remainder  of  the  full-grown  males  fight  their  way  to  the  rear  of  these 
breeding-places,  and  lie  in  wait  for  opportunities  to  rush  down  and  forci- 
bly occupy  any  vacancies  that  occur  among  the  ^'  beach-masters."  These 
are  called  ''  reserves."  When  I  first  examined  these  grounds  in  1869, 
none  of  these  breeding-grounds  occupied  continnous  shore-lines  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  without  spaces  between  them,where  the  younger 
seals  passed  to  the  uplands  and  laid  down  in  groups  by  themselves, 
but  in  1871  and  1872,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  females  so  crowded 
the  families  that  these  spaces  were  entirely  filled  by  the  breeding-seals, 
and  the  seals  less  than  six  or  seven  years  of  age  were  compelled 
to  find  resting-places  on  the  beaches  at  the  head  of  the  bays  and  coves 
formed  by  these  projecting  points  and  headlands.  Thiji  removed  them 
farther  from  the  breeding-places  and  facilitated  their  being  driven  with 
less  chance  of  disturbing  the  breeding-seals  than  before,  when  the  sepa- 
rate groups  had  to  be  gathered  in  the  rear  of  the  breeding-seals  and 
Lenled  for  driving. 

The  first  females  arrive  about  the  middle  of  June,  two  months  later 
than  the  males,  who  are  at  that  time  all  arrived  and  located  in  their 
places.    The  females  do  not  land  until  forced  to  do  90  to  give,bi 
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their  young,  which  generally  occurs  within  two  days,  producing  one  at 
a  birth  each.  Immediately  after  landing  the  female  is  appropriated  by 
the  nearest  male  and  forcibly  added  to  his  family,  where  she  is  jeal- 
ously guarded  until  she  has  borne  her  young  and  been  covered  for  the 
ensuing  year,  which  occurs  in  three  or  four  daj'S  after  the  birth ;  then 
she  is  allowed  to  go  at  will,  and  spends  the  greater  portion  of  her  time 
in  the  water,  returning  to  nurse  her  young  when  necessary,  the  young  seal 
being  cared  for  by  the  male.  The  females  all  arrive,  have  their  young, 
and  are  covered  by  the  end  of  July.  Soon  after  this  the  males  leave 
the  breeding-ground  and  do  not  return  to  them  again.  The  young 
seal  requires  to  be  thirty-five  to  forty  days  old  before  going  into  the 
water  to  learn  to  swim,  and  to  be  four  months  old  to  acquire  sufficient 
age  and  strength  to  follow  the  mother  at  sea.  Hence  it  is  very  impor- 
tant that  there  should  always  be  a  sufficient  stock  of  breeding-males  to 
insure  the  impregnation  of  all  the  females  during  their  first  heat 
in  July,  for  the  period  of  gestation  being  one  year,  if  they  miss  the  first 
heat  and  return  in  August  or  September,  they  have  their  young  in  the 
next  year  too  late  in  the  season  to  give  it  time  to  get  strength  for  liv- 
ing at  sea. 

The  young  seals  return  to  the  islands  the  first  year  at  the  same  time 
of  the  females  in  July,  and  for  every  additional  year  of  age  ten  or 
fifteen  days  earlier,  so  that  when  they  attain  to  puberty,  at  four  years 
old,  their  time  of  arrival  is  the  same  as  the  old  seals;  that  i^,  from  the 
first  of  April  to  the  middle  of  June.  These  on  their  arrival  not  being 
permitted  to  land  on  the  breeding-places,  join  the  younger  seals  on  the 
beaches,  where  they  lie  quietly  until  the  time  of  the  females  being 
in  heat,  when  they  leave  the  beaches  and  play  along  the  shores 
of  the  breeding-places,  proving  an  auxiliary  force  in  covering  the 
females,  many  of  whom  escape  ft'om  the  shore  to  be  met  by  these  male*( 
and  coupled  with  them  in  the  water.  These  beaches  occupied  by  tlie 
intermediate  ages,  from  one  to  six  years  old,  together  with  the  few 
superannuated  ones  whose  age  unfits  them  to  cope  with  the  beach- 
masters,  are  called,  to  distinguish  them  from  the  breeding-places,  the 
hauling-grounds.  It  is  from  this  class  on  these  hauling-grounds  that 
the  seals  are  taken  for  their  skins.  These  seals,  as  they  lie  on  the 
beaches,  are  surprised  by  the  hunters,  cut  off  from  the  water,  and 
driven  inland  in  droves  to  the  salt  houses,  where  they  are  separated 
into  groups  of  sixty  or  seventy  at  a  time  and  surrounded  by  the  sealers 
with  their  clubs.  Under  the  direction  of  the  chief,  the  prime  seals  are 
selected  and  killed,  and  those  too  young  or  too  old  are  allowed  to  go 
into,the  water  and  return  to  the  hauling-ground  again. 

These  hauling-grounds  are  swept  and  driven  two  or  three  tiroes  a 
week  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  and  the  prime  seals  called 
out  for  killing,  and  every  seal  growing  up  has  to  run  this  gauntlet  for 
his  life  his  second,  third,  and  fourth  year  before  he  escapes  to  grow  op 
as  a  breeding-bull.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  the  method  of  killing  does  not 
admit  of  the  setting  apart  of  a  special  number  and  taking  the  remainder 
for  the  quota  for  market,  and  the  only  possible  way  to  preserve  the 
requisite  number  for  breeding  purposes  is  to  restrict  the  number  to  be 
killed  so  far  within  the  product  as  to  insure  enough  escaping  for  this 
object. 

When  the  lease  was  put  in  practical  operation  in  1871,  there  was  a 
very  large  excess  of  breeding-males  on  hand ;  since  then  this  snrplos  has 
been  diminished  by  the  dying  out  of  the  old  seals  faster  than  there  ha5 
been  younger  seals  allowed  to  escape  and  grow  up  to  fill  their  place?, 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  l€ 


ALASKA.  177 

nntil  the  present  stock  is  insufScient  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the 
increasing  number  of  breeding  females. 

The  beach-masters  leave  the  island  in  August  and  September,  and  the 
females  with  their  young  from  October  to  January,  and  do  not  return 
until  the  following  July.  Of  their  life  while  absent  from  the  island  we 
have  no  definite  knowledge.  They  are  frequently  reported  as  being  seen 
by  coasting- vessels  on  the  coast  of  British  Columbia  and  Eastern  Alaska 
during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February,  and  March,  and  a 
few  skins  are  taken  by  the  Indians  of  that  coast,  but  are  not  known  to 
land  and  haul  up  on  the  shores  anywhere.  The  most  probable  conjecture 
is  that  they  remain  near  shoals  and  banks  where  fish  and  food  abound 
(luring  the  winter-months,  and  gather  the  necessary  stores  of  fat  and 
blubber  to  sustain  them  through  the  summer-months.  From  the  birth 
to  the  time  of  the  seals  leaving  the  islands  at  four  months  old,  the  loss 
by  death  is  comparatively  small,  but  during  the  time  they  are  absent 
from  the  island,  from  December  to  July,  it  is  very  large,  only  about  forty 
per  centum  returning  at  one  year  old,  and  this  loss  is  still  considerable; 
the  second  year  after  this  they  appear  to  be  able  to  protect  themselves, 
or  rather  avoid  their  enemies.  What  all  their  enemies  are  is  not  fully 
known.  In  the'  month  of  September,  about  the  time  the  young  seals 
begin  to  go  into  the  water,  a  species  of  small  whale,  called  the  ''  killer," 
make  their  appearance  in  the  winter  off  the  island,  in  shoals  of  from  five 
to  ten,  and  are  seen  near  the  shores  apparently  choosing  the  seals  who 
manifest  great  fear  of  them.  Three  instances  have  occurred  where  these 
killers  have  got  intoshoal  wateV,  and  they  have  been  taken  andyoung  seals 
found  in  their  stomachs.  These  whales  undoubtedly  follow  the  seals  to 
their  feeding-grounds  and  prey  upon  the  young  seals  during  the  winter. 
These  large  and  voracious  animals  are  suf&cient  to  destroy  the  young 
seals  in  great  numbers,  and  fully  account  for  this  immense  loss. 

One  other  cause  should  b^  stated  that  has  directly  contributed  to 
diminishing  the  present  stock  of  breeding-males.  During  the  season  of 
1868,  before  the  enactment  of  the  prohibitory  law,  the  several  parties 
sealing  there  took  240,000  seals  monthly  of  the  products  of  the  years 
18t>6  and  1867.  These  would  have  matured  and  been  added  to  the  present 
stock  of  breeding-males  in  the  years  1872  and  1873^  and  to  this  a  part 
of  the  prospective  deficiency  is  to  be  attributed. 

It  became  my  duty  as  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  to 
reside  on  Saint  PauPs  Island  during  the  season  of  1869,  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  the  habits  of  the  fur-seals  with  a  view  to  determining  the 
practicability  of  preserving  and  deriving  a  revenue  from  these  animals. 
At  that  time  no  opportunity  was  afforded  of  visiting  the  island  of  Saint 
George,  to  compare  the  number  of  seals  breeding  there  with  those  on 
Saint  Paul's  Island,  but,  from  the  best  information  obtainable,  it  was 
believed  to  be  equivalent  to  one-third  of  the  latter  island,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  the  quota  of  that  island  was  fixed  at  25,000.  In  the  year  1873 
It  was  found  that  the  proportion  was  too  large,  and,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  my  report  of  September  30  of  that  year,  the  number  of  seals  to  be 
taken  from  Saint  George  was  fixed  at  10,000,  and  15,000  added  to  the 
quota  of  Saint  Paul's. 

From  the  report  of  Assistant  Treasury  Agent  Samuel  Falconer,  now 
in  charge  of  that  island,  (copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,)  it  will 
be  seen  that  since  that  date  the  breeding-seals  have  so  increased  as  to 
warrant  an  increase  in  the  quota  of  that  island  of  five  thousand,  mak- 
ioff  it  fifteen  thousand: 
H.  Ex.  83 lii 
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Schedule  of  seals  killed  on  Saint  George  Island. 

This  schedule  comprisos  the  number  of  seals  killed  on  this  island  by  the  Alaska  Com- 
mereial  Company  and  natives  from  1870  to  1^75,  both  included. 


Year. 


I 


1U70 


1871 


1872 


1873 


1874 


1875 


Seals  killed  by  company 

S4*als  killed  by  geueral  agent. 
Pups  for  food 


Seals  killed  by  general  agent  . . . 
Paps  killed  by  uati\*es  for  food 


Seals  killed  by  company 

Papa  killed  by  natives  lor  food. 


.do. 


Seala  killed  by  compaoy  . 


.do  . 


Pops  killed  by  coiupauy  fur  food . 

Seals  killed  by  company 

Total  for  six  years 


No. 


7.SS0 
1.500 
1,S90 

19,027 
9,090 

85.064 
8.100 

8,191 
85,073 

10.089 
8,446 

10.031 


Cut.    |£<^Jected. , Accepted.,  Tool 


97    . 
164  > 


J. 


19,077 


64  '      85,000' 


J 


.1. 


180  t 

78 


7a, 


95,000| 


87  I      10,001 


63! 


31 


UK  000 


9,^ 

iiifi: 

r.i64 

r.ao 
i^a 

IOS,(ft 


Pnps  for  native  nse  are  not  yet  taken,  therefore  cannot  be  included  in  this  list  of  1875. 

SAMU£L  FALCONER, 
Assistant  Trmaairy  J^Jit 

Constant  and  careful  attention  has  been  given  to  the  conditioD  and 
changes  in  the  different  classes  of  seals,  and  the  data  kept  for  compari- 
son from  year  to  year,  and  the  resnlt,  as  summed  up  the  present  year 
in  comparison  with  1870,  shows  the  present  stock  of  breeding-females 
has  steadily  Increased  in  a  ratio  of  five  or  six  per  cent  per  annam  added 
to  the  original  stock,  while  the  stock  of  breeding-bulls  ha«  decreased, 
by  loss  from  age  and  other  causes,  so  much  faster  than  there  has  been 
young  seals  grown  up  to  replace  them,  that  its  present  condition  is  only 
equal  to  the  present  demand,  and  the  stock  of  half-bulls,  or  those  to 
mature  in  the  next  two  years,  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
increase  in  the  females.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  it  my  daty 
to  recommend  that  for  the  next  two  years  the  number  of  seals  to  be  taken 
for  their  skins  be  limited  to  85,000  per  annum,  to  be  apportioned  be- 
tween the  two  islands  as  follows :  for  Saint  Paul's  Island,  70,000,  and  for 
Saint  George  Island,  15,000. 

The  civil  affairs  of  the  natives  have  been  conducted  by  tbemselve.^ 
through  their  chiefs  of  their  own  selection,  and,  with  two  exceptions, 
good  order  and  quiet  maintained.  One  of  these  occasions  was  while  tbe 
chief  was  making  his  rounds,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  wake  and 
send  a  party  of  men  to  drive  seals,  he  came  upon  a  party  of  four  yoang 
men  who  had,  during  the  night,  4)ecn  drinking  quass,  or  native  beer, 
and  got  into  a  drunken  quarrel.  While  he  was  attempting  to  qoiet 
them,  one  of  them  struck  him,  inflicting  a  severe  wound  over  the  let\ 
eye.  At  this  others  interfered  and  separated  the  combatants;  and 
while  the  chief  went  to  the  surgeon  to  have  his  wound  dressed,  tbe 
party  dispersed  to  their  homes.  The  next  day  an  investigation  of  the 
matter  was  had  at  mj'  oflice;  and,  as  the  man  was  clearly  proved  iu  tbe 
wrong,  the  three  chiefs,  wiio  exercise  both  the  judicial  and  executive 
functions,  decided  to  punish  the  offender  by  creating  a  lower  class  io 
the  division  of  the  seal-fund,  for  the  pur|)ose  of  punishing  misdemeanord 
of  this  kind,  and  placing  him  in  it,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  a  fine 
of  880.    This  condition  was  accepted  by  the  offender,  and  finally  exe- 
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outed  in  the  regular  order  of  settlement  of  the  fund  derived  from  the 
killiug  of  seals  and  other  labor  done  by  the  people  as  a  community. 

The  other  case  was  one  where  one  of  the  chiefs  and  a  party  of  natives 
had  made  a, lot  of  quass,  and,  throagh  fear  of  detection,  drank  it  in  the 
night,  and  came  on  the  field  next  morning  nnder  its  influence ;  were  very 
careless  aboat  skinning  seals.  When  the  skins  came  to  be  salted  it  was 
found  a  much  larger  number  were  damaged  by  cutting  than  usual.  It 
was  neces^ry  to  call  them  up  and  give  them  a  severe  reprimand,  on 
which  they  promised  to  do  better,  and  the  effect  lasted  until  after  the 
sealing  was  over. 

Twelve  additional  houses  had  been  built  this  year  up  to  the  time  of 
my  leaving  the  island^  and  six  more  were  in  process  of  erection  ;  these 
would  be  ready  for  occupation  by  October  1 ;  this  makes  in  all  sixty- 
four  cottages  built  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  for  the  use  of  the 
natives.  These  have  been  built  with  special  reference  to  the  wants  of 
the  people,  and  they  are  allowed  to  live  in  them  free  of  rent.  This 
gives  each  family  a  separate  residence,  with  ample  accommodation,  so 
that  where,  five  years  since,  the  population  were  crowded  into  mud  huts 
half-underground,  suffering  from  scrofula  and  other  diseases  incidental 
to  living  without  chambers  or  ventilation,  there  now  is  a  village  of 
seventy  housies  with  well-graded  streets,  and  the  advantages  derived  by 
the  people  from  t'leir  improved  condition  are  already  apparent  in  the 
better  health  of  the  community. 

The  quantity  of  fish  and  coal  provided  for  in  the  lease  for  gratuitous 
distribution  have  been  landed  on  the  island,  and  will  in  due  time  be 
delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  Treasury  ofllcers  in  charge,  and  be- 
sides this  a  large  supply  of  the  latter  for  sale  for  the  use  ot  the  natives.  ' 
The  supplies  of  dry  goods  and  provisions  have  been  of  good  quality  and 
ample  in  quantity,  and  sold  at  rates  not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  cent, 
on  the  cost  prices,  the  widows  and  orphan  children  fed  and  clothed  at  the 
expense  of  the  company,  and  all  the  conditions  of  the  lease  been  ful- 
filled in  a  most  broad  and  liberal  manner. 

The  yearly  account  of  the  natives  was  made  up  for  settlement,  and  the 
annual  division,  July  24,  is  as  follows  : 

1,930  seal-tbToats,  t 06  43 

66  86a-llon  throate,  IScents 9  90 

547  sea-lion  skins,  60  cents 228  20 

53  sea-lion  smaU  intestines,  20  cents 10  60 

109  sea-lion  large  intestines,  10  cents 20  90 

908  cut  seal-skius,  20  cents 181  60 

74,791  cut  seal-skins,  40  cents 29,374  03 

Total 30,374  03 

This  was  divided  among  six  classes,  the  whole  containing  78  shares : 

First  class,  36,  at  100,  giving $432  07  per  share. 

Second  class,  21,  at90,  giving 388  88  p6r  share. 

Third  class,  13,  at  80,  giving 343  64  i)er  share. 

Fourth  class,  3,  at  70,  {j;iviug 302  45  per  share. 

Fifth  class,  4,  at  60,  giving 259  24  per  share. 

Sixth  class,  1,  at  50,  giving 216  03  per  share. 

At  the  end  of  the  sealing  season  on  Saint  Paul  the  party  from  Saint 
George  returned  to  that  island,  having  the  credit  for  the  taking  fifteen 
thousand  seals  on  Saint  Paul's  transferred  to  their  island. 

On  the  return  of  Samuel  Falconer,  assistant  Treasury  agent,  from  his 
leave  of  absence  in  May  last,  he  was  again  placed  in  charge  of  Saint 
George  Island,  and  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre  remained  as  his  assistant.  On  the 
return  of  the  steamer  for  the  last  time,  August  1,  to  this  island,  Assist- 
ant Agent  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre  was  ordered  to  Saint  Paul's  Islan4iJ@©$lc 
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as  an  assistant  to  George  Marston,  assistant  agent  in  charge  of  that 
island.  This  removal  was  rendered  necessary  on  account  of  tbe  strong 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  against  his.  Win.  J.  McIntyreV, 
former  administration  at  that  place;  they  all  asking  either  to  have  him 
removed  or  to  be  permitted  to  remove  themselves,  as  they  coald  not  live 
with  him  on  the  island  another  winter.  1  was  not  able  to  visit  that 
island  until  my  return  on  my  way  dowu,  when  the  steamer  stopped 
there  for  six  hours,  and  I  availed  myself  of  it  to  inquire  into  the  troth 
of  the  complaints  by  the  party  of  sealers  who  came  over  here  to  seal  in 
May  last,  as  stated  in  my  report  of  May  28.  These  charges  were  folly 
sustained  by  the  chief  and  people  remaining  on  the  island,  the  chief 
giving  me  a  written  statement,  in  the  liussian  language,  of  tbe  whole 
affair,  with  the  desire  to  have  it  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury.    This  letter  is  inclosed  herewith. 

The  chief  also  informed  me  that  the  copies  of  the  regulations  of  the 
company  governing  their  employes  in  their  relations  with  the  natives, 
together  with  their  letters  of  instructions  from  myself  that  I  hadeaosetl 
to  be  translated  into  Eussian  and  filed  with  them  for  their  use,  that  Mr. 
Mclntyre  took  from  them  on  his  assuming  charge  of  the  island,  he  had 
returned  again  on  Mr.  Falconer's  resuming  the  charge.  There  were 
also  many  individual  coiiApiaints  made  of  meddlesome  inierfereoce  by 
Mr.  Mclntyre  in  their  private  affairs,  and  of  frequently  disturbing  their 
fauiilies  by  forcing  their  doors  and  rushing  into  their  houses  with  pistols 
at  unreasonable  hours  of  the  night,  searching  under  their  beds  for  beer^ 
and  frightening  their  wives  and  children,  and  treating  them  generally 
with  a  harshness  they  never  experienced  from  the  Bnssians.  From  my 
long  experience  of  the  natural  timidity  and  docile  obedience  of  these 
people  under  all  reasonable  circumstances,  I  am  led  to  believe  there 
must  have  been  very  strong  provocation  on  his  part  to  have  made  them 
prefer  removing  from  the  island  to  remaining  on  it  with  him  another  win- 
ter. Under  these  circumstances  I  could  not  have  confidence  in  his  abil- 
ity or  fitness  to  have  charge  of  either  island,  and  therefore  ordered 
him  to  Saint  Paul's  Island,  and  assigned  him  for  duty  as  assistant  to 
Col.  George  Marston,  assistant  Treasury  agent,  in  charge  of  that  island. 

I  herewith  append  the  letter  of  the  chief  and  people  of  Saint  George 
Island,  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  it  be  referred  for  translation 
to  Stephen  A.  Buynitzky,  esq.,  a  clerk  of  the  Department  who  was  de 
tailed  to  assist  me,  as  interpreter,  in  1870,  and  who  while  so  employed 
resided  four  mouths  on  Saint  George's  Island  as  officer  in  charge,  and 
who  is  personally  acquainted  with  the  people  signing  the  letter. 

[Translation  by  S.  N.  Buynitzky.) 

Island  of  Saint  Grorge. 

Jime  17,  l5?7o. 
Sir  :  We,  the  iohabitants  of  the  island  of  Saint  George,  declare  to  yon  our  complaint, 
and  request  that  yon  will  lay  our  bumble  petition  before  yonr  President,  for  we  M 
aggrieved  since  last  fall,  November  29, 1874  by  reason  of  the  following :  One  of  oar  peo- 
ple, tbe  Aleut  Cyprian  Merconlier,  was  absent  on  abuntine  expedition  at  tbe  western 
bide,  when  Captain  Mclntyre  took  bis  son  into  the  scbool-bauding  and  had  bim  shot 
up.  Toward  tbe  evening  tbe  boy  escaped,  and  went  to  the  west  side  to  Join  bisfittber. 
In  tbe  morning  of  tbe  Allowing  day,  Captain  Mclntyre  dispatched  an  Alent  to  t«ll 
Cyprian  Mercoulier  that  be  sbould  come  with  bis  son  on  that  very  day.  C.  Merconlier 
came  with  bis  son,  bringing  some  wood  for  bis  own  use.  Then,  Captain  Mclntyre 
grasped  bim  from  behind,  and  tore  tbe  overcoat  which  C.  Mercoulier  had  on.  Thvn»- 
upon  Captain  Mclntyre  said  to  C.  Mercoulier,  **  Wait  here  for  me;  I  am  going  to  kiU  yon." 
and  ran  to  fetch  bis  pistol.  Meanwhile  C.  Mercoulier  ran  away  and  concealed  himself 
among  the  rocks.  Having  on  but  a  woolen  shirt  and  a  pair  of  trousers,  and  no  boots, 
be  kept  there  concealed  for  two  nights  and  two  days.  On  the  third  day  C.  Mercon- 
lier was  found  half  dead,  and  conducted  home  by  two  men,  walking  one  on  each  side 
of  bim.  Then  Captain  Mclntyre  allowed  bim  to  remain  at  home  for  a  few  days.  When 
C.  Mercoulier  commenced  to  recover.  Captain  Mclntyre  took  him  to  his  quarten  and 
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put  bis  bands  into  irons,  ami  bad  bim  sbiit  up  in  a  cellar,  but  set  bis  son  free.  Tben 
Captain  Mclntyre  kept  C.  Mercoulier  in  tbe  cellar  for  several  days,  after  wbicb  be  set 
him  free.  Since'tbat  time  Captain  Mclntyre  gave  as  no  peace,  incessantly  visited  our 
houses,  breaking;  doors,  and,  moreover,  forbade  us  to  work  for  tbe  company  wbicb  paid 
for  our  work.  Ever  since  we  are  in  expectation  of  bein(;  shot  dead  by  him ;  and  so  we 
lived  with  him  all  winter,  and  we  do  not  wish  to  live  with  bim  on  the  island  any 
lon£;er. 
Capt.  Chahles  Bryant  : 
(Signed  by  several  citizens  of  the  island.) 

Col.  George  Marston^  the  last  appointed  as^sistant  Treasury  a^ent, 
arrived  and  reported  for  duty  at  Saint  PauFs  Island,  June  27,  and  after  a 
month's  careful  instruction  in  the  special  duties  of  his  position,  on  my 
departure,  August  6,  be  was  placed  in  charge  of  that  island  during  my 
absence  on  leave,  with  the  following  instructions: 

Copy  of  iiiBtructiona  ffiven  to  Col.  George  Maraton, 

Treasury  Agent's  Office,  Saint  Paul's  Island,  A  T., 

August  6, 1875. 

fiiR:  Yon  are  hereby  placed  in  charge  of  Saint  Paul's  Island  during  my  absence  on 
leave,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  will  be  your  duty  to  see  that  the  leases  of 
the  United  States  concerning  the  taking  of  fur-seals  under  the  contract  with  the  Alaska 
Commercial  ^Company  are  observed,  that  the  natives  are  protected  in  all  their  rights, 
and,  in  general,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  perform  all  acts.which  shall  be  for  the  welfare 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  comfort,  improvement,  and  well-being  of  the  natives  of 
the  island. 

Youx:  station  with  a  book  keeping  a  record  of  all  transactions  and  occurrences  that 
may  be  usefnl  in  furnishing  information  for  guidance  in  the  future  government  of  tho 
affairs  of  the  island. 

You  will  see  that  no  seals  are  driven  or  killed  except  under  the  direction  of  the 
chiefs,  with  your  permission,  and  in  killing  for  food  fcr  natives  you  will  see  that,  as 
near  as  may  be,  only  snch  seals  are  killed  as  whose  skins  may  be  of  the  class  to  be  • 
accepted  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  as  a  part  of  the  a  uota  of  next  year.  And 
in  killing  young  seals  for  winter  food  yon  will  limit  the  number  to  be  taken  to  three 
thousand,  instead  three  thousand  as  was  done  last  year ;  you  will,  however,  have  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  larger  seals  killed  when  the  weather  sufficiently  cold  for  their  curing 
properly  with  salt,  to  insure  a  winter  supply  of  food  in  case  the  weather  should  prove 
too  warm  during  the  winter  for  the  usual  supply  to  be  kept  frozen. 

You  will  permit  no  person,  not  a  native  of  the  seal-islands,  to  reside  on  the  island, 
other  than  the  employes  of  tbe  Government  or  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
with  a  written  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  you  are  further  instructed 
that  if  any  cases  come  within  your  knowledge  of  the  natives  brewing  quass  or  beer 
from  sugar,  or  yon  have  reason  to  believe  such  natives  are  indulging  in  such  practices, 
yon  will  be  careful  to  see  that  it  is  broken  up,  and  that  supplies  of  sugar  and  other 
articles  from  which  such  quaes  or  beer  is  made  and  sold  to  tliem  in  such  limited  quan- 
tities as  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  snch  practices. 

By  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  priest  of  the  Russian  orthodox 
church  is  permitted  to  reside  on  the  island  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
people,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that  in  all  civil  matters  he  will  be  subject  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
in  pursoance  thereof. 

As  soon  after  the  leaving  of  the  steamer  as  convenient  for  yourself  and  the  agent  of 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  you  will  receive  forty  (40)  tons  of  coal  as  tne  pro- 
portion for  this  island,  of  the  sixty  cords  of  wood  provided  as  a  condition  of  the  lease. 
Yon  will,  on  receiving  this  coal,  give  to  the  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
a  receipt  therefor,  and  have  this  coal  stored  until,  in  your  judgment  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  people,  its  use  becomes  necessary,  when  you  will  cause  it  to  be  distributed  to  the 
people  on  the  same  principle  and  method  as  described  on  page  221  of  the  book  of  records 
for  the  island,  under  date  December  14, 1874. 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal- Islands, 

GEOfiGK  Mj^bbtov,  Esq 

Assistant  Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Saint  PauVs  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

CHARLES  BRYANT, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  Seal-Islands. 
Hon.  B.  H.  Bristoty,  •  ,     .^r^rrl^ 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  ^  9^^'^^^  by  ^UU^ i^ 
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Assistant  Treasury  Agent's  Office, 

Saint  Georgty  Amgiut  1, 1673. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Alaska  Commeroial  Company'* 
steamer  Alexander  at  the  island,  for  her  last  time  this  season. 

On  her  way  down  to  Onnalaska,  Jaly  10,  there  was  shipped  on  board  six  tbounnd 
three  hdndred  and  thirty-eight  (6,338)  seal-skins,  and  to-day  three  thousand  six  bno- 
dred  and  sixty- two,  (3,662,)  as  per  certificates  herewith  inclosed,  making,  in  all,  ten 
thousand  for  this  year. 

On  the  Ist  of  Jane  last  the  company  commenced  driving  seals,  and  finished  on  the 
17th  of  last  month. 

From  the  varions  observations  taken  of  the  seal-rookeries  this  season,  I  find  that  the 
four  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  compare  favorably  with  that  of  former  yean,  while 
the  one  at  Zapadney,  on  the  sonth  side,  has  increased  at  least  one-third  over  that  of 
any  year  since  my  arrival  at  the  island,  1670. 

The  young  ones,  from  one  year  old  up  to  four,  have  also  Increased  one-half.  Sbonld 
this  hold  out,  I  am  of  opinion  that  five  thousand  additional  could  be  taken  witboot 
detriment  to  the  rookeries.  As  regards  the  old  bulls,  there  seems  to  be  a  alight  fsll- 
ing  otf,  which  can  be  accounted  for  in  a  measure  owing  to  the  yearly  increase  of  femalo 
seals. 

I  would  here  remark,  for  some  reason  or  other  which  would  seem  unaoconntable,  the 
seals  were  about  two  weeks  later  in  arriving  this  year. 

I  have  nothing  further  of  interest  to  communicate  except  the  company  is  building  * 
very  fine  chnrch  for  the  natives,  and  I  think  the  majority  of  native  houses,  if  not  all, 
will  be  boilt  this  season. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  FALCONER, 
Assiatani  Treasurff  A$€»L 

Capt.  Chas.  Bryakt, 

Agent  in  charge  Seal- Islands. 
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CUSTOM-HOUSE,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Collector's  Office^  Deoetnber  8, 1875. 

Sib  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of 
October  29  last,  inclosing  copy  of  a  communicatioQ  from  the  United 
States  military  officer  in  command  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  relative  to  the  in- 
trodaction  of  breech-loading  arms  into  Alaska,  in  which  he  recommends 
that  said  practice  be  again  prohibited  by  Executive  order. 

Yon  call  attention  to  the  statement  therein  incidentally  made  that 
large  quantities  of  spirituous  liquors  are  being  introdaoed  into  that 
Territory  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Gompany  for  sale  to  the  Indians, 
and  request  me  to  report  fully  upon  that  point,  in  regard  to  such  ship- 
ments, if  any,  whether  from  this  port  or  from  any  other  place.  In 
reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  as  the  communication  charges  a  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  relative  to  the  introduction  of  spiritnoaa  liquors  into 
Alaska  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  as  General  John  F. 
Miller,  late  collector  at  this  port,  (who  is  a  man  of  unswerving  integrity, 
and  held  in  very  high  esteem  by  the  citizens  of  this  State,)  is  president 
of  said  company,  I  deemed  it  but  just  to  acquaint  him  with  the  facts, 
and  I  inclose  herewith  his  reply  for  your  consideration. 

It  seems  to  have  been  for  some  time  past  the  object  of  certain  persons 
in  this  city  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  revenue  officers  to  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  and  to  this  end  information  of  suspected  ship- 
ments of  liquors  by  the  company  to  Alaska  has  frequently  been  given 
to  this  office,  and  every  precaution  has  been  used  by  thecnstomsoffioers 
here  to  detect  and  prevent  such  shipments.  Search  of  the  company  s 
vessels  has  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  their  movements  and  ship- 
ments have  been  under  close  scrutinv  for  years,  but  never  in  a  single 
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instance  have  oar  investigations  and  searches  resulted  in  finding  tfae 
slightest  evidence  of  any  shipment  of  liqaor  to  Alaska  by  the  com- 
pany. The  hostility  of  the  president  and  chief  officers  of  the  company 
to  the  liqnor-trade  in  Alaska  is  well  known  in  this  community^  and  it  is, 
I  believe,  sincere.  As  an  evidence,  it  is  bnt  a  short  time  since  that 
information  was  filed  in  this  office,  indirectly  by  the  company,  that  a 
vessel  was  abont  to  depart  from  this  port  with  quite  a  large  quantity  of 
liqaor  concealed  on  board,  intended  to  be  unlawfully  landed  in  Alaska. 
As  the  vessel  had  already  cleared  and  was  lying  in  the  stream,  it  was 
too  late  to  search  the  cargo ;  but  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  customs  officer 
at  the  port  for  which  she  cleared,  giving  him  detailed  information,  and 
requesting  him  to  search  the  vessel  upon  arrival,  and,  if  circumstances 
warranted,  make  seizure  of  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

In  this  connection,  I  beg  to  state  that  whenever  the  manifest  of  a  ves- 
sel bound  for  any  port  in  Alaska,  or  for  any  port  in  Asia  to  reach  which 
she  has  to  pass  through  the  waters  of  Alaska,  shows  any  liquor  to  be 
on  l)oard,  a  bond  is  taken  as  required  by  regulations,  and  I  inclose 
herewith  an  exhibit  showing  the  shipments  by  such  vessels  and  bonds 
taken  daring  the  last  year.  There  is  nothing,  however,  to  hinder  the 
master  of  the  vessel,  after  he  has  landed  the  liqaor  in  Asia,  and  pro- 
cared  the  proper  evidence  of  landing,  from  again  shipping  the  liqaor 
and  proceeding  with  it  to  Alaska,  and  of  this  movement  we  could  have 
no  evidence  unless  speciflc  information  were  filed  by  someone  cognizant 
of  the  factft. 

It  is  possible,  too,  that  a  vessel  may  take  on  board  liqaor  at  this  port 
(which  could  be  done  in  a  clandestine  manner)  intended  for  Alaska,  but 
unless  the  manifest  showed  the  shipment,  or  some  one  filed  information 
thereof,  this  office  would  have  no  knowledge  of  said  shipment,  becanse 
it  is  impracticable  to  search  and  examine  every  coasting- vessel  clearing 
to  ports  in  Alaska.  This  could  not  be  done  except  at  a  great  expense, 
and  so  doing  would  work  great  injustice  to  parties  making  legitimate 
shipments,  by  the  injury  to  their  goods  resulting  firom  examination. 

Having  sought  so  long  to  detect  the  Alaska  Commercial  Oompany  in 
the  practice  attributed  to  them  by  the  class  of  persons  referred  to,  and 
having  failed  in  every  attempt,  1  am  forced  to  the  condasion  that  if 
liquors  are  unlawfully  shipped  into  Alaska  from  this  port  it  is  done  by 
other  parties  and  in  the  manner  above  described. 

In  view  of  the  above,  1  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  preven- 
tion of  the  liquor-traffic  into  Alaska  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the 
offioers  there,  and  any  scheme  to  that  end  must  be  put  into  operation  in 
said  Territory. 

Inclosures  returned  herewith. 
1  am.  very  respectfully, 

T.  B.  SHAl^NON, 

Collector. 

Hon.  B.  H.  Bristow. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


Office  ok  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
JVb.  310  Sansome  Street,  San  FranciacOf  2^'ovemher  Id,  1875. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Toar  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
with  inolosares,  and,  in  compliance  with  your  renaest  for  a  statement  of  facts  and 
sach  remarks  as  I  may  deem  fitting  in  relation  to  the  alleged  shipment  of  breech-load- 
ing arms  and  spiritnons  liquors  into  Alaska  by  this  company,  I  beg  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing :  It  appears  by  the  tnclosnres  with  your  note,  that  Captain  CampbelL  command- 
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aut  at  Sitka,  ami  Indian  a^ent  for  Alaska,  atates,  in  a  letter  to  General  Howard,  noder 
date  of  April  19,  1875,  that  it  has  been  ''  credibly  reported  to  him  by  a  former  enipIoy4^ 
of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  that  large  quantities  of  modem  breech-loadioj^ 
rifles,  and  ammunition  for  the  same,  are  bein^  imported  into  this  Territory  by  the 
a'>0Te-named  company  for  sale  to  Indians,''  and  farther  on,  after  stattoff  the  difficalty 
of  keeping  "  the  upper-hand  of  the  Alaskan  Indians,"  if  they  should  be  armed  witii 
breech-loaders,  he  says :  ''The  same  authority  who  gives  information  concerning  the 
arms  tells  me  that  the  company's  vessels  bring  large  amounts  of  liquors  into  the  countrr 
for  sale  to  Indians,  and  at  almost  all  their  posts  the  distillation  of  spirits  is  carried  on.*' 
Solely  upon  the  authority  of  this  nameless  '*  former  employ^  who  credibly  infomn  ^ 
the  captain,  these  charges  are  made  and  forwarded,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  De- 
pdrtmeot  of  the  Columbia,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacitio 
and  the  War  Department,  and  then  the  Treasury  Department,  and  finally  the  Customs 
Department,  are  all  in  turn  disturbed  and  put  in  motion  to  make  investigation. 

Had  Captain  Campbell  been  less  credulous  and  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  the«e 
statements  before  making  them  the  subject  of  official  correspondence,  he  woald  have 
found  that ''  the  fonner  employ^"  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  was  an  immeta- 
urable  liar,  and  thus  he  would  have  saved  himself  and  his  superiors  some  trouble. 

First,  as  to  the  shipment  of  breech-loading  arms :  At  the  time  this  charge  was  mad«. 
April  19, 1675,  the  shipment  for  sale  in  Alaska  of  breech-loading  arms  and  ammuiii- 
tion  therefor,  was  pertectly  legal  and  legitimate,  there  being  neither  law  nor  Executive 
order  against  it.  It  was  not  until  the  20th  day  of  July  1875,  that  the  Executive  order 
prohibiting  such  shipments  was  promulgated.  Siuce  that  time  this  company  has  not 
shipped  a  breech-loading  rifle  or  other  breech-loading  arm,  nor  ammunition  for  breech- 
loaders, t>)  Alaska.  Prior  to  that  time,  the  company  made  shipments  of  breech-loadtojc 
arms  as  specified  in  the  tabular  statement  hereto  attached,  the  total  number  slupped 
for  four  years  being  261. 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  if  the  Army  is  in  very  great  danger  from  breech-loaders, 
the  faulr.  is  not  with  this  company.  It  has  been  the  settled  policy  and  praotioe  of  thi» 
company  to  strictly  comply  with  every  law  and  Executive  order  relatiofr  to  Alaska 
without  question  or  murmur,  and  we  do  not  now  question  the  wisdom  of  tne  late  pnv 
hibition  against  breech-loading  arms  ;  we  had  thought,  however,  that  in  the  struggle 
between  the  wild  beasts  and  the  Indian  constantly  going  on  in  Alaska,  the  breech- 
loader would  give  the  Indian  an  acqnired  advantage;  but  since  it  appears  probable  from 
the  remarks  of  Captain  Campbell  that  the  Army  may  at  some  fntui:%  time  take  sides 
with  the  wild  beasts,  it  is  quite  prudent  to  confine  the  Indian  to  flint-lock  mu&ketsand 
Hudson  Bay  guns.  * 

Second,  in  respect  to  the  shipment  of  liqnors  by  the  company :  This  story  has  been 
so  often  told  and  refuted,  and  again  repeated  and  again  refuted ;  so  frequently  the 
subject  of  ofiicial  investigation,  and  always  found  to  l>e  false,  that  it  ha«  becomes 
chronic  charge,  and  we  are  no  longer  surprised  by  anything  that  may  be  said  about  it. 
Whoever  states  ic  as  a  fact,  knows  it  to  be  untrue;  and  whoever  repeats  it  aids  \d 
spreading  a  malicious  nlander.  The  company  has  never  at  anytime  made  shipments  of 
spirituous  liquors  nor  wines  of  any  sort  to  Alaska,  nor  sold  nor  given  away  liqaots  nor 
wine  of  any  sort  to  Indians  or  other  people.  It  has  been  the  constant  practice  of  th« 
company  to  prevent  the  lading  on  board  its  vessels  liquors  of  any  kinds,  and  every  one 
of  its  ve^Sfls,  together  with  the  luggage  of  every  seaman  or  other  person  on  board, has 
been  thoroughly  searched  by  an  officer  of  the  company  in  the  stream  Just  prior  to 
departure  for  Alaska  port>A,and  all  liqnors  found  have  been  thrown  overboard  into  the 
bay.  Every  employ^  of  the  company  is  made  to  know  that  the  introduction  ot  U^non 
into  Alaska,  or  tne  n\annfacturo,  sale,  barter,  or  giving  away  of  liquors  in  the  Temtory 
is  an  offense  which  will  be  followed  by  prompt  dismissal,  and  that  it  will  never  be 
pardoned  or  condoned.  In  two  or  three  instances,  employ^  have  been  detected  in 
possession  of  small  parcels  of  liqnors,  and  these  persons  have  been  immediately  dis- 
charged and  have  never  been  employed  by  the  company  since. 

The  trnth  is,  that  this  company,  has  been  almost  the  only  barrier  against  the  liquor- 
traffic  in  all  that  part  of  Alaska  in  which  it  maintains  trailing- posts.  In  1^73,  io 
order  to  break  up,  if  possible,  the  trade  in  liqnors,  then  carried  on  by  rival  traden, 
whalers,  and  small  trading-schooners  in  Northern  Alaska,  the  company  used  it« 
endeavors  with  success  to  have  the  laws  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquors  in  the  **  Indiaa 
country"  extended  over  Alaska,  and  when  this  was  done  by  act  of  Congress  we 
requested,  through  the  supervisor  of  internal  revenue  for  California,  the  appointment 
by  the  Interior  Department  of  an  agent  for  the  execution  of  the  law  in  all  Kortbenk 
Alaska,  with  power  of  seizure  and  arrest  for  violations  of  the  law.  Frederick  S.  Hall 
was  appointed  such  agent,  and  he  was  conveyed  by  the  company's  vessels  to  Saint 
Michael,  and  other  places.  He  remained  about  one  year  on  the  northern  coast,  doio^ 
excellent  service,  but  there  being  no  appropriation  for  payment  of  his  salary,  be  wa» 
recalled  by  the  Department,  and  there  has  not  been  an  agent  of  the  Gi)vemm<>Dt 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  prohibitory  liqnor-laws  in  that  region  since.  Thf 
only  distillery  ever  destroyed  north  of  Sitka  (so  far  as  we  have  hearJ)  wjis  deslmycd 
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uear  Saint  Michael,  by  an  a<;eut  of  this  compaDy,  by  force,  he  having  found  the  owner 
(an  opposition  trader)  engaged  in  distilling  spirits  in  a  still  and  from  material 
imported  from  the  Amnor.  A  suit  for  damages  against  the  company  was  threatened, 
but  never  brought.  The  company's  agents  throughout  Alaska  are  instructed  to 
destroy  by  force  any  distillery  apparatus  found  in  proximity  to  our  stations,  and  the 
company  assnmes  the  responsibility  of  the  act  of  destruction.  The  statement  that, 
*^  at  almost  all  the  comfiany's  posts  the  distillation  of  spirits  is  carried  on,"  is  false. 
In  all  the  Aleutian  country  the  Aleuts  are  in  the  habit  (much  to  their  injury)  of  making 
from  flonr  and  sugar,  by  a  fermenting  process  of  their  owri  invention,  an  intoxicating 
liquor  or  beer  called  ^^qnass,"  and  this  they  will  probably  continue  to  do  until  the 
importation  of  flour  and  sugar  is  prohibited.  The  isppetite  for  strong  drink  is  so 
j^trong  in  these  people  that  they  will  drink  anything  containing  even  the  smallest 
quantity  of  spirit,  or  anything  fonnd  in  a  bottle. 

It  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  Captain  Campbell  and  other  credulous  people, 
that  there  may  be  other  agencies  than  this  company  throngh  which  spirituous 
liquors  and  the  dreaded  breech-loader  have  been  or  may  be  introdnced  into  Alaska. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  out  and  comprehend  that  many  whalers  fitted  out  at 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  or  elsewhere  are  in  the  habit,  on  the  voyage  down  from  the 
whaling-region,  of  touching  and   trading  at  ports  on  the  coast  of  Alaska,  always 

J>rovided  with  articles  of  trade,  chief  among  which  are  spirits,  tobacco,  and  breech- 
oading  and  other  arms.  Also,  that  there  are  small  trading-craft,  some  of  which  bring 
the  supplies  from  Asiatic  ports,  who  touch  and  trade  without  hinderance  along  the 
coast ;  and  that  in  addition  to  these  there  are  the  known  traders  in  Alaska,  other  than 
the  company,  whose  names  and  the  names  of  their  vessels  are  given  in  the  annexed 
jitiit3ment,No.  2. 

This  company  has  never  yet  attempted  the  r61e  of  the  informer,  nor  will  it  begin  now; 
lint  we  submit  that  the  fashion  of  attributing  every  violation  of  law  or  wrong  done  in 
Alaska  to  the  company,  is  becoming  a  little  tiresome,  and  we  suggest  that  it  is  about 
time  that  officials  planted  at  Sitka,  and  who  attempt  to  supervise  from  an  office  there 
the  whole  of  Alaska,  and  write  as  if  they  knew  the  condition  of  affairs  in  a  remote 
region  they  have  never  seen  and  know  nothing  of,  should  move  ont  and  investigate 
before  repeating  the  tales  of  every  vagabond  who  chooses  to  wag  his  lying  tongue 
against  the  company.  It  will  be  well,  iSso,  to  look  after  those  who  raise  the  hue  and 
cry  in  San  Francisco,  and  with  snch  industry  publish  and  circulate  anonymons  and 
libelous  pamphlets  and  absurd  newspaper  articles  against  the  company,  hoping  by 
such  means  to  attract  the  whole  attention  of  the  officers  (^  Government  toward  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  that  they  may  pursue  tbeir^eculiar  business  without 
auMpicion  or  interruption. 

This  ruse  has  succeeded  w^ell,  and  seems  likely  to  continne  to  sncceed.  Captain 
Campbell  complains  that  the  company  has  establiHhccL  stations  on  the  Yonkon  and  at 
various  places  remote  from  his  station  at  Sitka.  To  use  his  own  language,  **  the  com- 
pany taxes  good  care  to  keep  its  agencies,  stores,  and  factors  as  far  as  possible  from 
military  authority."  He  then  proceeds  to  give  a  list  of  the  company's  stations,  naming 
several  places  which  do  not  exist,  and  several  more  at  which  the  company  never  had 
a  post,  and  others  twice  by  different  names,  and  finally  exclaims,  "  they  have  spread 
themselves  all  over  Northern  Alaska." 

He  does  not  seem  to  know  that  the  company  is  the  successor  of  the  Rnssian-Aroeri- 
cau  Company,  and  that  most  of  these  stations  were  established  more  than  seventy 
years  ago.  It  may  be  very  wrong  to  *'  spread  all  over  Northern  Alaska,"  but  we  can- 
Qothelp  it ;  still,  we  promise  not  to  spread  any  further,  unless  the  business  pays  better 
than  it  does  now. 

To  bring  the  company's  "  agencies,  stores,  and  factors  "  within  the  circle  of  military 
aathority,  would  involve  a  serious  change  of  base,  and  we  fear  that  to  rally  aronnd 
thepost  of  Sitka  would  be  rather  inconvenient  for  business.  It  would  be  easier  to 
uiove  the  "  military  authority  "  than  to  move  the  **  agencies,  stores,  and  factors,"  and 
we  think  much  more  economical  and  profitable  for  the  company.  If  permitted,  we 
prefer  to  remain  in  Northern  Alaska. 

Despite  all  that  has  been  or  may  be  said  against  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  I  here  assert  that  it  has  pursued  its  business  legally, 
legitimately,  humanely,  and  honorably;  it  has  betm  the  uncompromising  foe  to  the 
liquor-traffic,  for  its  business  is  carried  on  with  a  view  to  permanency.  It  has  more 
than  a  million  dollars  invested  in  the  Territory,  and  its  business  is  not  pursued  in  the 
uianner  of  itinerant  traders,  who  in  single  ventures  sacrifice  a  future  trade  for  a 
present  advantage.  By  fair  dealing  with  the  people,  (who  are  not  easily  deceived,)  and 
certainly  in  the  fulfillment  of  all  promises,  the  company  inspires  a  confidence  not 
easily  shaken,  and  the  native  people  learn  to  regard  it  as  their  best  friend  and  unfail- 
ing support.    Whatever  tends  to  disturb  their  relation  is  an  evil  to  them. 

Of  the  remarks  contained  in  Captain  Campbell's  letter,  in  reference  to  the  lease  of 
the  seal-islands,  I  shall  take  no  notice,  becanse  that  is  a  matter  with  which  he  has  and 
can  have  nothing  to  do. 
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In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  the  company  is  ready  and  willing  at  all  limes  for 
fall  and  thorough  iuvesticfation  by  any  oompetent  authority.  We  challenge  the  vmt 
searching  scmtmy  into  tS\  the  act«,  the  policy,  purposes,  and  practices  of  the  company, 
and  will  at  all  times  afford  most  ample  facilities  for  information  regarding  tbem  to 
anyone  making  official  inquiry.  The  intervals  between  official  investigatioos  of  the 
company  have  been  exceedingly  short.  Perhaps  with  a  few  more  the  demacdK  of 
justice  and  curiosity  will  be  satisfied. 
Thanking  3^00  for  the  courtesy  ef  your  note,  I  remain,  respectfnllv  yours, 

JOHN  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Comjuny. 
Hon.  Tiios.  B.  Shannon, 

Collector  of  Ctt«tom9,  iSdii  Francisco. 


No.  1. 
Shipments  of  hreech-loadifig  arms  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 


Date. 


YesaeL 


April  23, 187S  . 
Jnne  18,  ld79 
Jan.    25. 1873  | 
Mar.  28,1873  1 
April  24, 1873 
Aug.  15. 1873 
Feb.    17, 1874 
Har.     6. 1874 
April  17, 1874 
June  25, 1874 
Feb.     6. 1875 
Feb.    10,1875 
April  14, 1875 
^ay   12.1875  1 
Jaly     2, 1875 


Eastace 

H.  L.  Tbierman 

John  Bright 

Cyane  

Eustace 

Cyane 

Sntton , 

W.U.SteTena... 

Eustace 

Tbierman 

General  Miller.. 

Cyane 

Eustace 

Cyane 

Legal-Tender . «. 


Total. 


l>e8tination. 


Saint  Michael... 

Kodiak 

— do 

Oanalaidca 

Saint  Michael  .. 

Oonalaska 

...do 

...do 

Saint  Michael... 

KmUak 

Ounalaska 

Kodiak 

Saint  Michael... 

Oanalaska 

Kodiak 


Price. 


261 


Purchase  fhnn. 


A.  J.  Plate  Co.,  and  Liddle  Si  KAcdicp. 
John  Skinker. 
A.  J.  Plate. 
John  Skinker. 

Do. 
A.  J.  Plate. 

Do. 
John  Skinkor. 

John  Skinker,  and  LidUIe  6c  Eaedin;. 
John  Skiiiker. 

Do. 

Do. 
John  Skinker.  Plate,  and  Liddle  A  Ka(<lin;. 

Do. 

Do. 


No.  2. 
Xames  of  firms  and  individuals  trading  in  Alaska  west  of  Sitka. 

Shirpser  &  Co.:  David  Shirpser,  manager.  Stations:  Kodiak,  Kenay,  8itcbito», 
Afognok,  Elamna,  Keneck,  Bilkofski,  Maszomy,  Onnga.  They  trade  besides  that  in 
schooners  at  all  other  points  in  Alaska  where  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  Alaska  C<m- 
mercial  Company. 

J.  C.  Merrill  &  Co. :  Posts  at  Onnga  and  Shonmagin  Islands,  and  trades  with  brig 
Tiniandra  in  the  Arctic  and  on  northwest  coast  of  Asia. 

Russian -American  Ice  Company :  Post  at  Kodiak,  and  nearest  snrronndiog  statioD.< 

J.  C.  Janson  trades  at  Kushkognim  and  Saint  Michael ;  the  last  six  years  sLbo  at 
Oanalaska. 

£.  Henuig  at  Ounalaska,  Atka,  Attoo,  Tigalda,  and  from  vessels  aroand  the  Aleotian 
Islands ;  owns  the  schooner  William  Sutton. 

Haritono£f  &  Co.,  at  Kodiak,  Cook's  Inlet,  Bilkofski,  and  Maszony ;  owns  a  small 
schooner,  name  not  known. 

Ben  Levi,  at  Cook's  Inlet. 

John  Wilson,  at  Cook's  Inlet. 

There  ore  about  a  dozen  small  traders  in  various  parts  of  Alaska,  principally  Voakoo 
district  and  Cook's  Inlet,  who  are  supplied  with  trading-goods  by  those  parties  owih 
lug  vessels,  and  occasionally  import  goods  by  fishing- vessels. 

The  Arctic  is  visited  every  year  by  a  number  of  whalers  and  trad ing« vessels  (some 
foreign)  for  the  purpose  of  trading  for  furs  and  whalebone  with  the  Indians. 

Vessels  titting  for  codfishiog  invariably  do  some  trading  with  the  natives  uf  the  Aleo- 
tian Islands. 
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I  hereby  certify,  that  between  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1873,  and  the  29th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1875,*  bonds  were  taken  at  my  desk  that  no  part  of  the  following  merchandise 
should  be  landed  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  the  following  are  all  the  bonds  taken 
within  said  dates  for  snch  purpose : 


Date  of  bond. 


Vessel. 


Barrels  or  cases.  |  Gallons  and  merchandise. 


May    7,1873  ;  Schooner  Urania ,  1  barrel 49  gallons  whiskv. 

May    7,  lf(73  I do I  ilmrrel I  30  gallona alcohol. 

May     7,1673  , do |  »  cases I  2  doeen  bottles  claret. 

Mar.  17.1874     Brig  Timandra ,  3  barrels 135  gallons  whisky. 

Mar.  17.1874  | do I  l.*}  cases 150  gallons  whisky. 

Mar.    9,1875  '  Schooner  Banner I  4  barrels ' gallons  whisky. 

3Iar.  10. 1875  I  Brig  Timandra i  1  barrel I  41  gallons  whiskv. 

Mar.  10, 1875  ] do I  2  barrels. I  d2|  gallons  whisky. 

Mar.  10,1875   do |  11  barrels 500  gallons  alcohol. 

AV.  FORD  THOMAS, 

Hond  and  Recording  Clerk. 


No.  142. 


Report  (printed)  of  Special  Agent  H.  ir.  Elliott^  dated  Xovemher  16, 1874, 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  Territory  of  Alaska. 

[Note  by  Printer. — This  report  is  printed  from  the  original  stereo- 
type-plates, and  will  be  foand  following  No.  143.] 


No.  143. 


Sir  :  On  the  14th  d^y  of  May,  1875, 1  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
you  the  following  communication,  viz : 

Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

WaBhington,  May  13, 1875. 
Sir:  You  are  inetrncted  to  proceed,  at  tbe  earliest  possible  date,  to  San  Francisco,  for 
the  purpose  of  fi^athering  all  available  statistics  of  the  trade  of  that  port  with  Ohina^ 
Japan,  and  South  American  countries.  It  will  be  useful  to  ascertain  the  usual  mode 
of  putting  np  packages  in  which  tea  and  opinm  are  brought  to  the  port  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Yon  will  also  look  carefully  into  the  South  American  trade,  and  furnish  this 
Department  a  more  detailed  statistical  account  of  the  products  imported.  It  is  further 
desirable  to  ascertain  an  exact  statistical  return  of  the  foreign  fur-seals  killed  on  Copper 
Island,  and  their  proportion  to  the  seals  killed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
Yon  will,  at  the  same  time,  collect  the  correct  statistics  of  the  number  of  seals  killed 
by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  during  the  period  of  their  contract,  which  have 
passed  through  the  San  Francisco  custom-house,  the  number  of  gallons  of  oil  that  has 
been  returned  by  the  company,  and  any  further  statistical  and  useful  information  with 
regard  to  these  fisheries  that  you  may  deem  necessary. 

You  may  ask  snch  information  as  you  desire  on  any  or  all  of  these  points  from  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  from  the  officials  of  the  Government  of  all 
classes,  and  from  the  contractors  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  who  will  doubt- 
less be  glad  to  aid  your  inquiries  in  every  respect,  and  for  the  purpose  of  these  inquiries 
this  letter  will  be  to  them  a  sufficient  authority. 

The  statistics  and  information  thus  collected  yon  are  requested  to  hand  to  this  De- 
partment upon  yonr  return  from  the  Pacific  coast. 
Very  respectfully 

B.  H.  BBISTOW, 

Secretary 
J.  S.  Moore.  Esq., 

Neio  York.  ^  j 
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In  pursuance  of  these  instructions  I  proceeded  to  San  Francisco,  io 
which  city  I  arrived  on  the  9th  of  June. 

I  presented  myself  to  Hon.  Thomas  Shannon,  collector  of  the  iiort  of 
San  Francisco,  to  obtain  such  assistance  necessary  to  my  inquiries  Sis 
the  nature  of  my  investigations  demanded. 

The  collector  very  promptly  and  courteously*  gave  me  the  utmost  facili- 
ties that  his  department  afforded.  Indeed,  nothing  can  sarpass  the 
readiness  and  urbanity  of  the  custom-house  officials  of  the  port  of  San 
Francisco,  from  the  collector,  chief  appraiser,  and  auditor,  to  the  em- 
ployes, in  aiding  any  inquiry  that  comes  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

As  far  as  regards  the  first  portion  of  your  instructions  to  inquire  into 
the  China,  Japan,  and  South  American  trade,  I  have  verbally  com mnni- 
cated  partly  the  result,  and  will,  in  a  separate  report,  give  a  more  detailed 
account  of  my  investigations. 

But  as  the  principal  object  of  my  visit  to  Sau  Francisco  was  a  thor- 
ough examination  of  the  carrying  out  of  the  contract  of  the  Alaska 
Oommercial  Company  with  the  Treasury  Department  in  the  lease  of  the 
islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  the  killing  of  the  proscribed 
number  of  fur-seals,  and  in  fact  anything  bearing  on  this  important  con- 
tract, I  shall  now  endeavor  to  give  the  result  of  my  investigations. 

On  the  11th  of  June  I  first  presented  myself  to  the  vice-president  of 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Compay.  (The  president,  General  Miller,  being 
at  the  time  temporarily  absent.) 

In  making  known  my  request  and  showing  the  authority  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  the  vice-president  of  the  company  immediately  stated 
his  willingness,  on  his  own  part  and  on  behalf  of  the  company,  to  fur- 
nish all  the  information  I  desired,  and  although  I  had  no  legal  authority 
to  demand  it,  yet  of  their  own  accord  and  with  much  frankness  the 
officials  of  this  corporation  placed  their  books,  papers,  letters,  accounts 
of  sales,  and  available  documents  voluntarily  at  my  disposal. 

And  if  in  my  investigation  I  have  neglected  anything,  the  fault  must 
be  entirely  my  own,  as  the  highest  authority  from  Congress  could  not 
have  elicited  greater  access  to  books  and  papers  and  personal  informa- 
tion than  was  given  me  by  the  officials  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany. 

The  Russian  lease  of  the  Behring,  Copper,  and  Bobbin  Islands  to 
Hutchinson,  Kohl,  Philtpens  &  Co.  As  instructed  by  your  letter  I  col- 
lected information  as  to  the  number  of  seals  killed  in  the  Bussian- Asi- 
atic islands,  their  proportion  to  the  numbers  killed  on  Saint  Paul  and 
■Saint  George,  and  other  useful  data  and  statistics.  I  will  first  gire  a 
full  statement  on  this  important  subject  before  I  report  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  Treasury  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George 
to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

The  Bussian  Empire  has  in  its  Asiatic  possessions  several  islands  on 
which  the  fur-seals  annually  make  their  breeding-station.  These  are 
known  on  the  map  as  Behring,  Copper,  and  Bobbin  Islands. 

These  islands  were  leased  to  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Company  bv 
the  Bussian  government  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  from  the  year  1871 
at  an  annual  rent  of  5,000  rubles,  and  two  rultles  to  the  government  and 
also  50  kopecks  silver  to  the  natives  for  each  fur-seal  skin  taken,  on  con- 
dition that  no  less  than  1,000  fur-seals  should  be  killed,  but  granting,  as 
it  seems,  perfect  freedom  to  kill  as  many  more  fur-seals  over  and  above 
the  stipulated  1,000  as  the  contractors  and  governor  of  the  islands  may 
agree  upon — the  reverse  of  the  order  of  our  own  lease  of  Saint  Panl 
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and  Saint  George,  which  prohibits  the  killing  of  more  than  100,000  fur- 
seals  annaally. 

The  other  stipulations  of  the  contract,  a  copj-  of  which  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  A,  are  almost  identical  with  our  own  contract  with  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Company  are  also  interested  in  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  and  the  latter  in  the  former,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Russian  partner,  Philipens.  But  the  accounts  of  these  joint  interests  are 
kept  strictly  distinct,  a  fact  of  which  I  have  convinced  my  self  by  examining' 
the  books  and  ledgers,  and  which  are  corroborated  by  the  separate  ship- 
ments and  distinct  separate  accounts  of  sales  of  Lampson  &  Co., in  Lon- 
don, where  both  the  whole  catch  of  fur-seals  of  our  own  islands  and 
those  of  the  Asiatic  islands  are  annually  sold. 

My  first  investigation,  therefore,  was  to  satisfy  myself  that  no  equiv- 
ocal amalgamation  has  taken  place  between  the  fur-seals  taken  in  the 
Eussian  islands  and  our  own,  or  vice  vei'sa. 

In  order  to  test  the  integrity  of  this  trade  I  found  that  all  the  Ens- 
Man  far-seals  from  the  islands  of  Copper,  Behring,  and  Eobbin  are  sent 
first  to  Peter|>oulski,  a  port  of  Kamschatka.  There  they  are  counted  by 
a  Eussian  official,  and  a  tax  of  two  rubles,  silver,  is  collected  on  each 
skin.  From  thence  the  skins  are  shipped  by  two  vessels,  the  John 
Bright  and  the  Oiga,  direct,  without  touching  anywhere,  to  San  Fran- 
cisco.   The  test  I  submitted  these  shipments  to  was  as  follows,  viz : 

First.  I  compared  the  custom-house  clearance  of  Peterpoulski  and 
the  entry  in  San  Francisco  with  the  company's  books.  These  I  have 
found  from  1871  to  1874  (the  latest  period  of  the  investigation)  quite 
correct.  Second.  I  compared  the  number  of  skins  received  by  Messrs. 
Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.  from  the  Eussian  islands,  and  the  certified  tax 
paid  to  the  Eussian  government,  and  I  found  it  to  agree  to  within  a  few 
score  of  skins,  which  small  discrepancy  only  the  more  satisfied  me  of  its. 
correctness,  as  the  count  in  four  years  of  some  100,000  skins  thus  han 
died  by  rade  hands  will  naturally  differ  some. 

But  "the  still  greater  test  was  the  account  of  sales  from  Lampson  & 
Co.,  in  London,  of  the  separate  fur-seals,  and  which. very  closely  (a  dif- 
ference of  a  few  scores  of  skins  only)  agrees  with  all  the  foregoing  data. 
In  other  words,  I  found  that  the  number  of  skins  taken  from  the  Eus- 
sian islands  agreed  with  Hutchinson,  Kohl  &  Co.'s  books,  with  the  tax 
paid  to  the  Eussian  government  of  2  rubles  per  skin,  and  with  Lampson 
&  Co.'s  account  of  sales  rendered.  It  was  perfectly  obvious  to  my  mind 
that  a  collusion  was  highly  improbable,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  have 
in  it  not  only  the  representatives  of  the  Eussian  government  but  also 
the  house  of  Lampson  &  Co.,  in  London.  Besides  this,  before  any  change 
of  skins  could  take  place,  not  only  our  own  officials  on  the  islands  of 
Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  had  to  become  a  party  to  it,  but  the  cap- 
tains and  crews  of  the  John  Bright  and  Olga,  and  sundry  persons  on 
the  station  where  the  amalgamation  must  needs  to  have  taken  place,  had 
one  and  all  to  be  in  collusion  in  order  to  carry  it  out. 

The  following  is  an  exact  transcript  from  the  books  of  Hutchinson, 
Kohl,  Philipens  t&  Co.,  of  fur-seals  received  and  shipped  from  Copper,. 
Behring,  and  Eobbin  Islands,  to  London  to  Lampson  &  Co.,  and  the 
account  of  sales  returned  by  the  London  house,  every  date  and  figure  of 
which  I  have  verified  from  the  original  documents. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190 


ALASKA. 


Fur-skins  from  Copper^  Bchring^  and  Uobbin  Islanddf  shijyped  to  London  to  Lampson  4'  Co. 


Date.  ' 

Casks. 

Skins. 

Date. 

,  Caski. 

1 

Skins. 

1871.    1 
July   7, 
Oct     6 
Nov.    1 1 

/ 

50 

357 

550 

239 
2»1 

1 
2,131 
5,060 
5,856 

7.«)8' 
22.168  I 

30,336 

14,931 
16,300 

; 

1871. 
Dec.   21 

1872. 
Feb.   15 

1873. 
Jan.    13 
May    6 
June  28 

1874. 
Apr.    2 

1875. 
Apr.     3 

50 

50 

12 

2.  IS 

1872.    1 

Lease  and  taxes  paid . 
do 

July  11  ! 
Oct.  28  ' 

j        1S3 

i»i« 

127 

1873.    1 

An 

'.yn 

Nov.  17 

...:..:::::..:::;::::::'    349 

81  614 

1874.    1 

¥f 

e 

4^ 

Nov.  13 

Nov  18  1 

530  i 

30,  Kl 
S4.3SS 

1 

1       516 

1 

1          34 

i  >-t 

Held  over  in  London. ; 

i*« 

1,818 

103,990  ^ 

1     1,«18, 

103,  «U 

It  thas  appears  that  tbe  total  amonnt  of  far-seals  bronght  from  the 
Asiatic  Islands,  sbip]>ed  and  sold  from  July,  1871,  to  November,  1874, 
inclusive,  was,  according  to  the  company^s  shipping-acooant,  1U3,990. 
and  according  to  Messrs.  Lampson  &  Go.'s  account  of  sales,  103,953,  a 
difference  of  37  skins.  Tbe  evidence  I  was  able  to  collect  on  this  Rq8- 
sian  contract,  the  test  I  subjected  it  to,  and  tbe  proofs  I  hereby  append, 
exclude  the  doubt  that  the  actual  facts  in  every  respect  are  now  dis- 
tinctly and  fully  stated. 

HISTOBY  OF  ^HE  LEASE  OF  SAINT  PAUL  AND  SAINT  OSOBGE. 

After  the  acquisition  of  Alaska  by  the  United  States,  one  of  the  first 
things  that  engaged  tbe  attention  of  the  Government  was  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  fur-bearing  animals  in  the  Territory,  but  chiefly  tb^  regula- 
tion of  the  seal-fisheries  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

Many  interesting  accounts  have  been  written  by  scientific  men  of  tbe 
habits  of  this  valuable  fur-animal.  All  that  is  necessary  to  say  in  this 
report  on  the  subject  is,  that  there  are  but  two  islands  in  our  possession. 
Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  on  which  fur-seals  congregate  inconsider- 
able number;  that  their  numbers  in  both  islands  is  estimated  at 
between  3,000,000  to  4,000,000,  and  that  an  indiscriminate  injadicioas 
killing  of  these  animals  would  drive  tbe  seal  away,  or  exterminate  them 
in  less  than  five  years. 

This  has  actually  proved  to  be  tbe  case  in  the  islands  south  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  in  other  parts  of  tbe  world.  It  was,  therefore, 
wisely  resolved  to  regulate  the  killing  jof  fur-seals  on  these  two  islands 
by  an  act  of  Congress.  It  may,  however,  be  of  interest  to  state  that 
during  tbe  Eussiau  possession  there  existed  a  Russian  trading-company 
which  had  a  chief  station  in  Sitka,  and  bad  tbe  control  of  the  fur-seal 
islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

When  tbe  cession  of  tbe  territory  was  made  to  the  United  States,  this 
Eussian  Company  sold  out  their  stations  and  interest  to  the  personsnow 
composing  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  hence  tbe  latter  claimed  a 
sort  of  succession  of  possession.  But  during  1867-'68  the  entferprise  of 
Americans  was  active  in  killing  seals  on  tbe  two  islands,  and  the  indis- 
criminate slaughter  of  tbe  animals,  during  that  time,  was  extremely  iu- 
jurious  to  tbe  breeding  of  fur-seals.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  act 
of  1870,  which  limits  the  killing  to  not  more  than  100,000  seal?,  pre- 
vented tbe  extermination  of  these  highly-prized  animals. 
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Great  confusion  and  continued  strife  bad  also  set  in  in  the  islands 
between  the  natives  and  the  Americans  who  came  there  to  kill  seals. 
The  natives  were  naturally  adverse  to  an  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  the 
seals,  while  rival  adventurers  came  in  numbers  to  reap  the  harvest 
which  only  lasts  a  few  months  annually. 

Among  those  who  claim  to  have  had,  as  far  back  as  1867-'68,  a  fair 
footing  on  the  islands  as  traders  and  successors  of  the  KussianTrading 
Company,  are  the  chief  members  of  the  present  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany ;  and  in  1868-'69  some  agitation  was  made  by  the  members  of  the 
present  company  to  get  a  lease  of  the  islands  from  our  Government, 
which  would  preserve  the  fisheries  and  give  them  the  sole  control  of 
them. 

It  was  not  until  July,  1870,  that  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed  with 
regard  to  the  lease  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  present  Alaska  Commercial  Company  that  this 
act  of  Congress,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  section  4,  was  made  and  worded 
so  that  they  would  at  least  be  entitled  to  the  refusal  of  the  lease. 

The  following  is  the  portion  of  the  section  in  the  act  of  July,  1870, 
"An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals,"  &c.,  re- 
ferred to : 

"Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury  shall  lease,  for  the 
rental  mentioned  in  section  6  of  this  act,  to  proper  and  responsible 
parties,  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  United  States,  having  due  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  the  native  inhabitants,  the  parties 
heretofore  engaged  in  the  trade." 

A  contract,  or  rather  a  lease,  was  efifected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  3d  of  August,  1870,  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany, which  is  herewith  given  in  full,  and  is  as  follows : 

Coptf  of  lease  from  the  United  States  to  the  Alaska  Commertial  Company  of  the  right  to  take 
fur-seals  in  Alaska.    Delivered  August  31.  1870. 

Thittiiidentare,iii  dnplicate,  made  this  third  day  of  August,  A.D.  eighteeu  hundred  and 
seveuty,  by  and  between  William  A.  Richardson,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  1, 1870,  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent  the 
extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,'*  and  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 
a  corporation  duly  established  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California,  acting  by  John 
F.  Miller,  its  president  and  a^ent,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  said  corporation 
duly  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  its  board  of  trustees  held  January  31, 1870,  witnesseth : 

That  the  said  Secretary  hereby  leases  to  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  with- 
out power  of  transfer,  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1870,  the 
right  to  engage  in  the  business  of  taking  fur-seals  on  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and 
Saint  Paul,  within  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  to  send  a  vessel  or  vessels  to  said 
islands  for  the  skins  of  such  seals. 

And  the  said  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  in  consideration  of  their  right  under  this 
lease,  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  for  each  year  during  said  term,  and  in  propor- 
tion during  any  part  thereof,  the  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  ther  Secrotary  to  be  made  for 
this  purpose  under  said  act,  which  payment  shaU  be  secured  byjleposit  of  United  States 
bonds  to  that  amount,  and  also  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  annually  into  the  Treasury 
of  fhe  United  States,  under  said  rules  and  regulations,  a  revenue-tax  or  duty  of  two 
dollars  upon  each  fur-seal  skin  taken  and  shipped  by  them,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  aforesaid ;  and  also  the  sum  of  sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  for  each 
ftir-seal  skin  taken  and  shipped,  and  fiftv-five  cents  per  gallon  for  each  gallon  of  oil 
obtained  fnfni  said  seals  for  sale  on  said  islands  or  elsewhere  and  sold  by  said  company. 
And  also  covenant  and  agree,  in  accordance  with  said  rules  and  regulations,  tofurninb, 
free  of  charge,  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  annually 
during  said  term,  twenty-five  thousand  dried  salmon,  sixty  cords  fire-wood,  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  salt,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  barrels  for  preserving  the  necessary  supply 
of  meat. 

And  the  said  lessees  also  hereby  covenant  and  agree,  during  the  term  aforesaid,  to 
maintain  a  school  on  each  island  in  accordance  witn  said  rules  and  regulationss^pdf^ 
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8Qi table  for  the  edncation  of  the  natives  of  said  islands^  for  a  period  of  not  less  thao 
eight  moDtba  in  each  year. 

And  the  said  kssees  further  covenant  and  a^ree  not  to  kill  upon  said  island  of  Sairr 
Paul  more  than  seventy-five  thousand  fnr-seal8,and  npon  the  island  of  Saint  George  n4*t 
more  than  twenty-five  thousand  fur-seals  per  annum ;  not  to  kill  any  fnr-«eal  npon  tb>* 
islands  aforesaid  in  any  other  month  except  the  months  of  Jnne,  July.  September,  anr! 
October  of  each  year ;  not  to  kill  such  seals  at  an3'  time  by  the  nse  of  fire-arms  nr 
other  means  tending  to  drive  the  seals  from  said  islands ;  not  to  kill  any  female  sea:. 
or  any  seal  less  than  one  year  old ;  not  to  kill  any  seal  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  a^hi 
islands,  or  on  the  beaches,  cliffs,  or  rocks  where  they  haul  np  from  the  sea  to  remaio. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  to  abide  by  any  restriction  or  lim- 
itation npon  the  right  to  kill  seals  under  this  lease,  that  the  act  prescribes  or  that  tbt- 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  sncb  seals. 

And  the  said  lessees  hereby  agree  that  they  will  not  in  any  way  sell,  transfer,  or 
assign  this  lease,  and  that  any  transfer,  sale,  or  assignment  of  the  same  shall  be  void 
and  of  no  effect. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  to  furnish  to  the  several  masters  of 
the  vessels  employed  by  them  certified  copies  of  this  lease  to  be  presented  to  the  Got- 
ernment  revenue-officers  for  the  time  being  in  charge  of  said  Islands,  as  the  authority 
of  said  lessees  for  the  landing  and  taking  said  skins. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  they,  or  their  agents,  shall  not 
keep,  sell,  furnish,  give,,  or  dispose  of  any  distilled  spirits  or  spiritnoos  lionors  on 
either  of  said  islands  to  any  of  the  natives  thereof,  such  person  not  being  a  physician 
and  furnishing  the  same  for  nse  as  medicine. 

And  the  said  lessees  further  covenant  and  agree  that  this  lease  is  accepted  snbjeet  to 

all  needful  rules  and  regulations  which  shall  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  be  made  br 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  collection  and  payment  of  the  rentals  herein  agree«l 

to  be  paid  by  said  lessees,  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  education,  and  protection  of 

,  the  natives  of  said  islands,  and  for  carrying  into  effect  all  the  provisions  of  the  ac: 

'  aforesaid,  and  will  abide  by  and  conform  to  said  rules  and  regulations. 

And  the  said  lessees,  accepting  this  lease  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  provisions  of 
the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  further  covenant  and  agree  that  they  will  falfill  til  thr 
provisions,  requirements,  and  limitations  of  said  act,  whether  herein  specifically  set 
out  or  not. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  aforesaid  have  hereunto  set  their  bands  and  seals  tht 
day  and  year  above  written. 

WILLIAM  A.  RICHARDSON,      [seal.] 

Acting  Secretarff  of  the  Trtasurg. 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,    t^i^i-] 

By  JNO.  F.  MILLER,  PrtmdemL 

Executi'd  in  presence  of— - 
J.  H.  Savillb. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  printed  copy  of  the  lease  of  the  United  States  to  tbr 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  of  the  right  to  take  furseals  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska* 
has  been  compared  with  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department  and  is  a  irne  copy 
thereof. 

J.  H.  SAVILLE, 
Chief  Clerk  Treaaurg  DepartmemL 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  3, 1870. 

Now  the  act  of  Congress  of  July,  1870,  or  at  least  that  important  por- 
tion which  relates  to  the  leasing  of  the  islands  and  the  tax  on  the  far 
seal  skins,  is  comprised  in  section  6  of  the  act,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  annual  rental  to  be  re- 
served by  said  lease  shall  be  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  to  be  secured  by  deposit  of  United  States  bonds  to  that  amoont, 
and  in  addition  hereto  a  revenue-tax  or  duty  of  two  dollars  is  hereby 
laid  upon  each  fur-seal  skin  taken  and  shipped  from  said  islands  daring 
the  continuance  of  such  lease,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasijry  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  empowered 
and  authorized  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the  collec- 
tion and  payment  of  the  same,  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  edncatioo, 
and  protection  of  the  natives  of  said  islands,  and  also  for  carrying  into 
full  effect  all  the  provisions  of  this  act :  Provided  further ,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  may  terminate  any  lease  given  to  any  nerson, 
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compauy,  or  corporatioQ  ou  full  and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  violation 
of  auy  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  the  rales  and  regulations  estab- 
lished by  him." 

This  act  differs  from  the  lease,  or  rather  the  lease  differs  from  the  act, 
inasmuch  as  it  increases  the  rent  by  $5,000,  the  tax  on  each  skin  by 
sixty-two  and  one-half  cents,  and  imposes  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon  on 
oil  taken  and  shipped ;  this  latter  source,  viz,  oil,  being  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  Congress.  Nor  is  the  supply  of  25,000  dried  sal- 
mon, sixty  cords  of  fire- wood  to  the  natives,  salt,  &c.,  mentioned  in  the 
act  of  Congress,  which  forms  part  of  tbe  lease. 

The  reason  for  all  this  liberality  was  that  notwithstanding  the  claim 
of  the  present  lessees,  that  they  were  the  veritable  traders  heretofore 
engaged,  Mr.  Boutwell,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  submitted 
the  lease  to  the  highest  bidders,  and  it  was  in  this  competition  that  the 
sixty-two  and  one-half  cents  extra  per  skin,  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon 
for  oil,  the  supply  of  salmon  and  fire-wood,  and  other  acts  favorable  to 
the  Aleuts,  as  seen  in  the  lease,  were  secured,  and  the  contract  was  made 
with  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  were  the  most  eligible  parties  to  carry  out  this 
important  lease. 

This  contract  or  lease  began  in  August,  1870,  and  terminates  after 
twenty  years.  After  the  lapse  of  nearly  five  years,  during  which  time 
the  lease  has  been  in  full  force,  you  instructed  me,  as  I  have  said,  to 
gather  exact  and  useful  information,  whether  the  lessees  have  in  every 
respect  honestly  and  faithfully  performed  their  obligations  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

First  in  order  is  to  report  my  investigation  as  to  the  number  of  fur- 
seals  killed  on  the  two  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George.  I  have 
compared  the  customhouse  entries  and  the  certificates  of  tax  paid  with 
the  shipping-books  of  the  AlaskaCommercial  Company.  These  I  found 
differed,  during  a  term  of  five  active  tax-paying  yearg,'and  in  number  of 
404,638  skins,  by  eiractly  1,427  skins. 

This  discrepancy,  however,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  appended  statement 
taken  from  the  company's  books,  is  reduced  by  the  actual  account  of 
sales  of  Messrs.  Lampson  &  Co.,  in  London,  to  a  discrepancy  of  559 
skins  only,  and  this  latter  I  have  no  doubt  is  correct.  The  significance 
I  attach  to  this  small  discrepancy  is  rather  favorable  than  otherwise, 
as  the  very  difficulty  of  a  correct  count  by  ignorant  packers,  who  salt, 
prepare,  and  pack  the  skins  in  casks  for  shipment,  easily  warrants  a 
difterence  in  the  numbers,  and  I  should  have  felt  more  suspicious  had 
there  been  not  a  single  discrepancy  in  five  years  and  in  a  number  of 
403,761  skins.  The  next  test  was  to  compare  the  Alaska  commercial 
shipping  account  with  the  return  of  account  of  sales  from  Messrs. 
Lampson  &  Co.,  in  London.  As  the  company  very  readily  placed  their 
books  and  correspondence  at  my  disposal,  I  availed  myself  of  the  priv- 
ilege, and  with  their  full  consent  transcribed  from  their  books  an  ac- 
count of  sales — ^the  whole  transaction  of  fur-seals  taken,  shipped,  and 
sold — which  1  herewith  append. 

H.  Ex.  S3 13 
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Statement  of  far-seal  skins  from  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  Islands. 


Tax  paid. 

Shipment  to  London  as  per  our 
count. 

Loudon. 

Date  of  entry  in 
our  books. 

Skins.       Date  of  entry. 

1 

Casks. 

Skins. 

Date  of  account 
rendered. 

Casks.'    SkiQ4 
J 

June  12,1871 

Sept.    5,1871 

May  28,1872 

Ooi     16,187i 

Ang.    5,1873 

Aug.  14,1873 

Oct.    14,1673 

June  11,1874 

Aug.  27.1f74 

Sept.    7,1874 

3,448 
6(1,665 
39, 176 
61, 313 
34,7.')6 

3,906 
37.262 
57.390 

5,092 

256 

45.086 

54,858 

June  13,1871.... 
Sept    6.1871.... 
May  29,1872.... 
Oct.      5,1872.... 
Oct.    17,1872.... 
Aug.  12,1873.... 
Sept.    8,1873.... 
Oct.    18.1873.... 
Nov.  17.1873.... 
July     8.1874.... 
Sept.  11,1874... 

69 

1,232 

6«»1 

1, 026 

524 

8-.»8 

1,020 

li 

4 

1.844 

.3.450 
61.161 
40,155 
61.318 
34,  781 
41.282 
57, 213 
4,559 
701 
256 
99, 7.*9 

Dec  14.1871.... 

m 

711 
521 

681 
939 
611 

1.236 

705 

4 

1,112 
732 

23.  »^ 

Feb.  15.1872.... 
Aug.  22,1872... 
Jan.    12,1873... 
May    6,1873.... 
Jan.     8.1874..... 
April  2,1874.... 
Oct      1,1874.... 
Dec.   17,1874... 
April  3,1875.... 

21  0» 

56.*': 

39;r!5 

Hi 
59i?e. 
31,34. 

403,  208 

7.311  '    404.635 

1 

3.311 

463.:-: 

The  firat  column  headed  '•  skins,"  represents  the  number  of  fnr-seai'* 
on  which  the  tax  was  paid.  The  second  column  headed  "skins,"  repre- 
sents the  number  shipped  by  the  company  to  London.  The  third 
column  headed  ^' skins,"  represents  the  number  of  skins  Messrs.  Lamp- 
son  &Go.,  of  London,  actually  received  and  reudered  account  of  sales  fc^. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  these  figures  are  correct,  unless  not  onh 
the  company,  but  the  customs  officers  on  the  islands,  the  officers  of  the 
ships  that  bring  the  skins,  the  custom  officials  in  San  Francisco,  and 
the  great  house  of  Messrs.  Lampson  &  Company,  in  London,  are  ooe 
and  all  iu  collusion  and  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  Treasury  of  the  Unl 
ted  States.  There  would,  besides,  be  another  difficulty  to  overcome,  a.> 
it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  false  books  and  false  entries,  while  in 
fact  nothing  is  so  easily  detected  as  false  book-keeping. 

We  may  therefore  take  it  for  granted  that  the  true  number  of  skin^ 
taken  from  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  is  correctJy  given 
in  the  last  column  of  the  foregoing  statement,  which  is  the  receipt  and 
return  of  account  of  sales  of  Lampson  &  Company. 

I  have,  besides  all  these  proofs,  a  copy  of  letter  and  specifications  from 
the  company's  shipping-books  to  Messrs  Lampson  &  Company,  which 
being  very  voluminous  will  be  found  in  Appendix  B ;  the  details  of 
which,  agreeing  perfectly  with  the  stipulated  numbers,  may  be  taken 
as  very  satisfactory  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  company. 

It  is  now  necessary  to  state  that  the  lease  having  been  signed  and  de- 
livered August  3, 1870,  and  that  year  counting  for  one  full  year  in  tlie 
lease,  the  company  would  have  been  entitled  to  500,000  skins  from  1870 
to  1874,  inclusive,  while  the  actual  seal-skins  taken  on  which  tax  was 
paid  was  403,208. 

I  find,  however,  that  the  number  of  skins  sold  by  Messrs.  Lampson 
&  Company  on  account  of  the  Alaska  Conunercial  Company  was  403,767, 
which,  as  stated,  is  a  discrepancy  of  559  skins  on  which  no  tax  was  paid. 

It  would  therefore  seem  evident  that  a  tax  of  $2.62^  per  skin,  or  a  total 
of  $1,467.37,  is  due  to  the  Treasury  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Companj. 
With  the  adjustment  of  these  559  skins  from  which  a  tax  is  due  to  the 
Treasury,  that  portion  of  my  instructions  which  requires  me  to  ascer- 
tain the  correctness  of  taxes  paid  on  skins,  and  actual  skins  taken  from 
the  islands  during  1870-74,  inclusive,  will  no  doubt  prove  as  satisfactory 
to  the  Department  as  it  is  to  me  to  be  able  to  record  it. 
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THE  TAX  ON  OIL. 

It  is  less  satisfactory  to  state  that  that  portion  of  the  lease  which 
refers  to  a  payment,  of  55  cents  on  every  gallon  of  oil  taken  from  said 
seals  for  sale  on  said  islands  or  elsewhere,  and  sold  by  said  company,  is 
a  dead  letter,  and  has  been  a  dead  letter  from  the  very  first. 

Indeed,  so  clear  was  it  made  to  the  Department  that  no  tax  conld  be 
collected  on  oil,  that  your  immediate  predecessor,  on  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1874,  released  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  from  all  further 
payment  of  tax  on  fur-seal  oil,  which  the  following  copy  of  Secretary 
Richardson's  letter  will  fully  explain. 

Treasury  Department, 
Waehington,  D,  C,  February  16, 1874. 
Sir:  Referrinpi:  to  yonr letter  of  tbe  15tb  ultimo,  relative  to  the  takiD&r  of  seal-oil  on 
tbe  islands  of  Saint  Faal  and  Saint  George,  by  tbe  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  npon 
wbicb  oil  a  tax  of  fifty-five  cents  per  gallon  was  agreed  to  be  paid  by  tbe  lease 
entered  into  between  tbe  United  States  and  said  company,  I  bave  to  say  tbat,  npon 
<lae  consideration,  I  bave  decided  to  waive  tbe  collection  of  tax  upon  such  seal-oil  as 
may  be  taken  by  said  6ompany  and  sbipped  from  said  islands ;  sucb  waiver  to  stand 
in  full  force  until  otberwise  ordered  by  tbe  Department. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  WM.  A.  RICHARDSON, 

Sea^etary. 
ir.   M.  HUTCHINSOK,  Esq., 
■  Of  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

iratfhingtojif  D.  C. 

This  authority  is,  of  course,  so  long  as  it  is  in  force,  sufficient  to  stop 
any  investigation.  I  bave,  nevertheless,  ascertained  the  following 
facts : 

First,  a  fur-seal,  when  in  its  best  condition,  only  gives  one  gallon  of 
oil,  but  the  average  would  hardly  be  more  than  half  a  gallon,  owing  to 
their  being  killed  in  June  and  July. 

Second,  the  commercial  value  of  fur-seal  oil  is  almost  nominal — from 
30  to  35  cents  per  gallon. 

Third,  that  the  Alaska  Commercial  Compauy  had  the  tax  removed 
February  16, 1874,  yet  it  did  not  pay  them  to  render  the  seals  killed  in 
1874,  into  oil ;  the  fact  is,  the  operation  does  not  pay. 

It  is  nevertheless  to  bo  regretted  that  such  a  perfect  sham  bid  as  55 
cents  per  gallon  for  fur-seal  oil  should  have  found  a  place  in  the  lease^ 
and  have  been  seriously  agreed  upon. 

The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  claim  that  this  bid  on  oil  was  not 
raade  by  them  at  all,  but  was  forced  upon  them  by  competitive  bidders. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  no  revenue  has  been  collected  from  fur-seal  oil. 

The  very  wording  on  the  clause  makes  it  optional  with  the  lessees  to 
take,  sell,  and  ship  oil.    The  Treasury  cannot  compel  them  to  do  so. 

t^HIPPING  THE  FUR-SEAL  SKINS  FROM  THE  ISLANDS  OF  SAINT  PAUL  AND 
SAINT  GEORGE  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  two  vessels  employed  in  ship- 
ping stores  to  Alaska  and  the  islands,  and  bringing  the  tur-seals  from 
the  islands  to  San  Francisco.  One,  the  Alexander,  is  a  steamer,  and 
the  other,  the  Cyane,  is  a  sailing-vessel  of  same  capacity. 

The  chief  entrepot  for  stores  of  the  compauy  is  in  Annalaska,  a  port 
of  delivery  on  that  island.  It  is  the  habit  of  the  company  to  store 
supplies  in  this  port,  and  the  steamer  Alexander  plys  from  Annalaska 
to  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint  Paul,  carrying  stores  to  the 
islands  and  bringing  fnrseal  skins  to  Annalaska,  from  which  steamer^e 
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portion  are  transshipped  on  the  sailing-vessel  Cyane,  and' the  balance 
brought  by  the  Alexander  to  San  Francisco  direct,  without  further 
breaking  the  voyage,  which  the  ship's  logs  will  testify  to. 

These  transshipments  arc  made  under  the  supervision  of  the  Annal- 
aska  custom-house  officials.  It  would,  nevertheless,  be  advisable  tha: 
a  Government  official  be  detailed,  to  whom  the  authorities  in  Saint  Panl 
and  Saint  George  should  deliver  over  the  amount  of  seal-skins,  whirb 
should  remain  under  his  care  and  custody  during  the  transshipment  ia 
AuBalaska,  and  during  the  voyage,  until  they  are  delivered  over  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  San  Francisco. 

In  other  words,  as  the  Treasury  clearly'  has  a  lien  on  the  product,  ot 
$2.62J  per  skin,  the  goods  should  be  treated  as  any  other  bonded  goo(l>. 
and  never  be  out  of  the  custody  of  the  Government  until  the  tax  i< 
paid. 

This  could  be  effected  with  little  cost  to  the  Treasury,  be  a  great  check, 
and  prove  satisfactory  even  to  the  lessees,  who  seem  willing  to  give  the 
authorities  all  the  supervision  that  is  required. 

THE  ADVISABILITY  OF  KILLING   MORE   SEALS   THAN   PRESCRIBED  BY 
THE  ACT  OF  JULY  1,  1870. 

I  have  made  some  careful  inquiry  as  to  the  condition  and  numbers  oi 
seals  on  the  two  islands  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George,  It  has 
.  been  stated  in  corroboration  of  !Mr.  Elliott's  report,  by  very  trustworthy 
and  respectable  authority,  that  there  are  at  least  from  three  million  to 
t'hree  and  a  half  million  seals  of  all  kinds  and  ages  on  Saint  Panl,  aoil 
from  three  hundred  thousand  to  four  hundred  thousand  on  Sainr 
George. 

That  the  act  of  Congress  prescribing  the  killing  of  only  75,000  on 
Saint 'Paul  is  much  less  than  the  great  flock  there  every  year  warrants 
while  the  number  of  25,000  to  be  killed  in  Saint  George,  prescribed  in 
the  act,  is  rather  more  than  a  flock  of  from  three  hundred  thousand  to 
four  hundred  thousand  should,  in  proportion  to  the  vast  number  on 
Saint  Paul,  bear.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  th^t  more  seals  thau 
prescribed  by  the  act  could  conveniently,  and  without  detriment  to  the 
animals,  be  killed  in  Saint  Paul. 

It  is,  however,  my  duty  to  report  that  the  lessees  are  rather  adverse 
to  obtaining  the  privilege  of  killing  more  seals  than  the  stipulated  nam- 
ber  of  100,000  now  agreed  to  in  the  contract. 

It  seems  that  the  100,000  fur-seals  from  our  own  islands,  together 
with  the  30,000  obtained  by  them  from  the  Asiatic  islands,  besides  the 
scattering  fur-seals  killed  in  the  south  seas,  are  all  the  market  of  the 
world  can  conveniently  take.  In  fact  it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  very 
restriction  of  the  numbers  killed  is  about  the  most  valuable  part  of  the 
franchise  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Gompanj-,  and  is  only  another  proof 
of  the  absurdity  of  the  frequent  charges  made  against  them  that  they 
surreptitiously  take  from  our  islands  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  more 
seals  than  they  are  entitled  to  take. 

As  these  islands  are  now  leased  for  a  period  of  fifteen  j^ears  longer, 
and  a  contract  for  increasing  the  number  to  be  killed  could  in  point  of 
fact  only  be  made  with  the  present  lessees,  their  present  refusal  to  en^ 
tertain  the  mere  proposition  makes  the  increased  catch  on  the  islands 
impracticable.  The  present  restriction,  valuable  as  it  undoubtedly  is  to 
the  lessees,  will,  however,  have  the  undoubted  advantage  of  preserviog 
the  fur-seals  on  the  islands,  which  in  the  end  may  be  worth  much  more 
than  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  more  revenue  per  annum. 
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ALTERATION  IN  THE  LEASE  IN  THE  NUMBERS  KILLED  ON  EACp  ISLAND, 

lu  the  origiual  lease,  dated  August  3, 1870,  it  was  agreed  and  stipu- 
lated that  the  number  of  fur  seals  to  be  killed  iu  Saiut  Paul  should  not 
exceed  75,000,  and  the  number  in  Saint  George  should  not  exceed 
25,000.  Experience  has  proved  that  the  killing  of  25,000  in  Saint 
George  would  be  detrimental  to  the  number  of  seals  on  the  island. 
Hence  an  appeal  was  made  to  your  immediate  predecessor  to  modifj^  the 
number  of  seals  to  be  killed  in  Saint  George  and  transfer  the  killing  of 
more  seals  to  Saint  Paul. 

The  modification  signed  by  Secretary  Eichardson,  and  found  in  Appen- 
dix C,  will  explain  the  change.  It  stipulates  that  from  and  after  the 
25th  of  March,  187-1,  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  shall  be  allowed 
to  kill  not  more  than  90,000  seals,  instead  of  75,000,  in  Saint  Paul,  and 
not  more  than  10,000  in  Saint  George,  instead  of  25,000.  In  other 
words,  there  are  15,000  less  killed  in  Saint  George  and  15,000  more 
iu  Saint  Paul.  This  change  in  the  numbers  of  seals  killed  on  the 
islands,  beneficial  to  the  preservation  of  the  breed  of  seals  of  Saint 
George,  is  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  24, 1874, 
and  entitled  *'An  act  to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  ani- 
mals in  Alaska,"  approved  July  1,  1870. 

Whether  any  further  modification  in  determining  the  quota  to  be 
killed  on  each  island  is  necessary,  should  have  the  careful  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who,  by  the  aid  of  experts,  collecting 
reliable  data  as  to  the  number  and  condition  of  fur-seals  on  each  island, 
would  be  enabled  to  prescribe  either  from  year  to  year,  or  once  in  every 
three  years,  the  quantity  to  be  killed  on  each  island. 

BIPOKTANCE  AND  VALUE  OF  THE  LEASE  AND  ITS  FRANCHISE. 

There  does  not  exist  any  doubt,  nor  indeed  is  it  denied  by  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  that  the  lease  of  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul 
and  Saint  George  is  highly  lucrative.  The  great  success  of  this  fran- 
chise is,  however,^owing,  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  to  three  principal 
causes :  First,  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  have  the  sole  control  of  the  three  Asiatic  islands  on  which  fur- 
seals  are  found,  as  well  as  on  our  owi^  islands  at  Saint  Paul  and  Saint 
George,  virtually  manage  the  sale  of  eighty  per  cent,  of  all  the  fur-seals 
killed  apnually  in  the  world.  Secondly,  the  arbitrary  and  somewhat 
eccentric  law  of  fashion  has  raised  the  price  of  fur-seals  in  the  markets 
of  the  world,  during  the  last  four  years,  fully  100  per  cent,  in  value. 
Thirdly,  time  and  experience  have  given  this  controlling  company  most 
valuable  advantages.  For  instance,  in  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  where  a 
reputed  number  of  from  three  to  three  and  a  half  million  seals  congre- 
gate, the  comparatively  small  quantity  only  of  formerly  75, 000,  and 
now  90, 000  are  killed.  The  company  employ  experts  in  selecting  easily 
the  kind  that  are  most  valuable  in  the  market,  and  have  no  difficulty 
in  getting  90,000  out  of  a  flock  of  three  to  three  and  a  half  millions, 
which  are  the  select  of  the  select ;  and  it  is  owing  to  this  cause  and  to 
the  care  taken  in  avoiding  cuts  in  the  skins,  as  also  in  properly  prepar- 
ing them  for  the  market,  that  the  high  prices  are  obtained.  Indeed  the 
fact  is  that  a  fur-seal  skin  selling  now  in  London  for  £2.10*.  or  £3,  is,  ow- 
ing to  its  superior  quality  and  excellent  condition,  cheaper  than  the  fur- 
seal  which  five  years  ago  fetched  30«.  sterling.  The  former  mode  of  the 
indiscriminate  killing  of  the  fur-seals  was  as  detrimental  to  the  value 
of  the  skins  as  it  was  to  the  existence  of  the  breed.    With  such  AX^i^, 
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uable  franchise,  secured  by  a  contract  that  has  still  fifteen  years  to  mOf 
but  which  could  without  notice  be  terminated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  causes  it  would  indeed  be  a  suicidal  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  company  to  infringe  on  the  stipulations  of  the  contract. 

PERIODICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

It^ould  nevertheless  be  in  my  judgment  advisable,  if  a  periodical 
examination  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  lease  by  the  company  is  made. 

A  competent  person,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  Department, 
should  be  sent  to  San  Francisco  once  at  least  in  every  three  yean^, 
whose  duty  should  be  to  thoroughly  examine  the  books,  correspoDd- 
ence,  account  of  sales,  shipping-documents,  entries,  and  tax-receipts  of 
the  company,  relating  to  the  number  of  seals  killed,  skins  shipped  aod 
8old,  on  which  tax  was  collected.  These  documents  should  be  Ciirefallj 
verified,  and  the  result  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

The  regn.lation  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  found  wholesome  both  to  the 
Treasury  and  the  lessees. 

POLICY  OF  LEASING  THE  ISLANDS. 

It  was  not  signified  by  your  letter  of  intructions  that  I  should  in  any 
way  investigate  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  thepolicy  of  Congress  in  lead- 
ing the  islands  5  thus,  as  it  were,  establish  a  powerful  control  in  favor  of 
a  single  corporation.  I  have  nevertheless  gathered  the  following  infor- 
mation on  this  important  subject : 

OPPOSITION  TO  THE  ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  COMPANY. 

It  is  no  doubt  as  well  known  to  the  Department  as  to  Congress,  that 
there  exists  a  strong  opposition  to  the  lease  of  the  fur-seal  islands. 
The  headquarters  of  the  opposition  is  naturally  in  San  Francisco. 
Having  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany, I  felt  it  my  duty  to  gather  all  the  information  on  the  seal-fisheries 
from  these  parties  who  so  bitterly  oppose  the  lease.  In  December, 
1874,  a  set  of  resolutions  were  printed  in  San  Francisco,  by  the  so-called 
Anti-Monopoly  Association  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  an  association,  how- 
ever, that  only  appears  to  be  in  a  primitive  state  widely  circulated,  set- 
ting forth  reasons  and  arguments  why  the  act  of  1870  shot^d  never 
have  been  passed  into  law,  and  why  it  should  now  be  repealed. 

Having  one  of  these  circulars  in  my  possession,  on  the  25th  of  June  I 
called  on  one  of  the  signers,  Mr.  I.  Shirpser,  105  Montgomery  street,  wbo 
is  a  farrier,  and  has  fur  stations  in  Alaska.  Having  made  known  my  busi- 
ness to  Mr.  Shirpser,  he  declared  that  he  knew  nothing  positive  against  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company ;  that  he  believed  that  the  company  would 
be  foolish  to  endanger  a  highly  valuable  franchise  for  the  sake  of 'J50,000 
or  even  $200,000  surreptiously  obtained ;  his  complaint  was  against  the 
act  of  Congress  for  granting  a  lease  at  all  to  anybody.  However,  he  sent 
me  to  Messrs.  Fuerstein  &  Co.,  California  street,  as  persons  who  could 
give  me  valuable  information.  I  found  their  representatives,  Messrs. 
Roeding  and  Douzel,  two  highly  respectable  and  intelligent  merchants, 
who  very  frankly  informed  me  that  owing  to  some  settlement  with  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company,  they  were  bound  not  to  work  against  their 
interest.  They,  Messrs.  Koeding  and  Douzel,  nevertheless  unofficiallj 
assured  me  that  while  they  fully  believed  that  the  company  would  not  be 
stupid  enough  to  endanger  the  lease  by  iufrinfiring  on  its  nmvisiaps,  they 
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felt  coDstrained  to  say  that  the  act  of  1870  was  a  mistake.  Mr.  Eoedin^ 
said  further  that  he  was  one  of  theGoldstone  contract  party,  to  whom 
the  lease  ought  to  have  been  awarded,  and  that  he  had  no  doabt  that  he 
woald  have  carried  on  the  trade  the  same  as  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  but  still  he  would  have  thought  the  act  wrong.  These 
gentlemen  further  informed  me  that  if  I  wanted  t>o  get  at  the  bottom  of 
it,  they  would  send  for  Mr.  Bernard  Bendel,  who  would  give  me  all  the- 
information  I  desired.  Next  day  I  saw  Mr.  Bendel,  who  professed  him- 
self the  author  of  a  recent  published  pamphlet  against  the  Alaska  seal 
monopoly.  With  this  gentleman,  and  a  Mr.  Ennis,  and  an  ex-priest  of 
the  Greek  church,  Mr.  Houchoraueo,  who  was  an  editor  of  the  Alaska 
Herald,  I  had  interviews,  and  as  these  were  the  most  outspoken  oppo- 
nents to  the  lease  that  I  could  find,  I  preferred  to  gather  information 
from  them.  All  my  endeavors,  however,  to  find  out  anything  positive 
and  reliable  wherein  the  lessees  had  violated  the  contract,  were  quite 
fruitless.  Mr.  Bendel,  even  in  the  memorial,  refuses  seriously  to  charge 
the  company  with  any  breach  of  contract,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that 
the  opposition  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  invariably  vent  their 
indignation  on  the  act  of  1870.  This  alone  is  its  grievance.  As  my 
mission  to  San  Francisco  was  to  investigate  any  facts  relating  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  lease,  and  not  the  act  of  Congress,  and  as  all  the 
numerous  opi>o8ing  parties  1  met  absolutely  refused  to  charge  the  com- 
pany under  oath  with  any  actual  violation  of  the  lease,  I  really  felt 
powerless  in  the  matter.  1  nevertheless  herewith  transmit,  in  Appendix 
D,  a  memorial  signed  by  the  opposition  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany in  San  Francisco,  and  I  call  3'our  attention  to  the  fact,  while  this 
memorial  condemns  the  act  of  1870,  it  does  not  conflict  with  my  investi- 
gations as  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  provisions  of  the  lease. 

THE  NATIVES  OF  SAINT  PAUL  AND  SAINT  GEORGE: 

The  cession  of  the  two  fur-seal  islands  by  Kussia  made  it  incumbent 
on  the  United  States  Government  to  prevent,  not  only  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  fur-seals,  but  also  the  extermination  of  the  natives.  The 
two  islands  of  Sttint  Paul  and  Saint  George  contained,  early  in  1875^ 
the  following  population : 

Saint  Paul— males 110 

females 118 

Toffel 226 

Saint  George — males 5fr 

females 63 

Total 120 

The  total  native  population  of  the  two  islands,  therefore,  is  348.  In 
Saint  Paul  there  are  50  working-men  out  of  the  whole  x)opulation ;  in 
Saint  George,  the  number  is  said  to  be  about  18.  The  women  and 
children,  no  doubt,  do  a  good  deal  of  hard  work  oa  both  islands.  These 
natives  are  a  mixed  breed  of  Japanese  and  Russians,  and  have  been  on 
the  islands  more  or  less  since  the  occupation  of  Alaska  by  the  Eussians. 
As  I  have  not  been  on  the  islands  myself,  I  can  only  give  such  informa- 
tion about  them  as  I  was  able  to  gather  from  trustworthy  sources.  All 
information  about  the  Aleuts  agrees  in  the  following:  The  natives  are 
represented  as  exceedingly  docile,  exceedingly  dirty  in  their  habits,  ex- 
ceedingly religious^  or,  rather,  superstitious,  and  exceedingly  fond  of 
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whisky.  It  is  alleged  that  there  is  nothing  valuable  that  au  Alt^ut 
would  not  exchange  or  barter  for  whisky.  Of  this  assertion  there  can 
be  little  doubt,  it'  the  evidence  of  the  most  respectable  men  who  have 
been  on  the  islands  can  be  believed.  Congress  seems  to  have  been 
aware  of  this  fact  before  the  act  of  1870  was  passed,  as  one  of  the  chief 
features  of  the  act  is  a  total  prohibition  of  the  traffic  in  spirits  on  the 
islands. 

There  is  no  doubt  on  the  subject,  that  free  trade  in  seal-skins  and 
whisky  would,  in  less  than  three  years,  exterminate  both  the  fur-seals 
and  the  Aleuts  on  the  islands,  and  the  most  ardent  freetrader  has  re- 
luctantly to  acknowledge  that  this  is  an  instance  where  the  benefits  of 
free  trade  is  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  as  it  will  be  seen  by  the 
lease  of  the  islands.  Congress  has  especially  reserved  for  these  natives 
general  good  treatment,  and  any  infringement  on  the  stipulations  woald 
be  a  grievous  breach  of  contract. 

As  all  my  information  respecting  the  lease  and  its  execution  was  ob- 
tained from  the  company's  books,  I  was  only  able  to  judge  of  the  social 
condition  of  the  islanders  by  the  amount  of  ready  money  they  have 
saved  during  the  last  four  years,  and  which  is  in  the  keeping  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company.  This  statement  of  accounts  due  the 
natives  will  bo  found  in  Appendix  E,  which  also  contains  the  retail 
prices  of  goods  sold  on  the  islands  by  the  company  to  the  natives.  Froni 
this  it  appears  that  in  Saint  Paul  eighty  natives  are  credited  by  the 

company  with \ $34,  715  24 

and  the  church  with 7, 969  17 

Total 42,  OSl  41 

In  Saint  George,  twenty-four  natives  are  credited  with $6, 623  96 

and  the  church  with 2, 006  91 

Total 8,630  ST 

which  bears  interest  at  S  per  cent.  This  gives  a  per-capita  saving  of 
$122.30,  exclusive  of  the  church  property.  Tliese  statistics  are  in  so  far 
interesting  that  they  show  a  g:eneral  state  of  at  least  material  prosperity, 
judged  by  savings-banks'  statistics.  It  also  proves  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress in  restricting  the  liquor-traffic  on  the  islands,  as  there  can  be  po 
doubt  that  all  these  savings  would  immediately  be  exchanged  for  whis- 
ky. I  deemed  it  advisable,  however,  to  address  the  following  letter  to 
the  president  of  the  company,  and  received  the  accompanying  reply, 
which  will  explain  themselves. 

LETTER  AND  EEPLY. 

Sax  Francisco,  July  14,  16T:». 
Dear  Sir  :  As  I  intend  to  lay  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Jtbe  ainontit«  of 
Havings  iu  your  company's  possession,  belonging  to  the  natives  of  Saint  Paul  and  SaiDt 
George,  I  would  like  to  have  your  reply  to  the  toUowing  specific  questions: 

1.  Are  the  savings  deposited  by  the  natives  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  with  yonr 
company  entirelv  voluntary,  or  does  yonr  company  detain  part  of  their  wages,  and 
compel  them  to  leave  money  iu  your  hands  f 

2.  Are  the  depositors  allowed  to  withdraw  their  money  when  and  as  they  please,  rr 
are  they  expected  to  receive  their  dues  in  goods  or  wares  f 

3.  I  would  also  feel  obliged  if  ^ou  will  inform  me  whether  the  natives  of  Saint  Pan', 
and  Saint  George  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  leave  the  islands,  and  the  means  at  their  dis- 
posal to  accomplish  it. 

I  remain,  most  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MOORE. 
The  President  of  the  Alaska  Co.mmkixial  CoMrANV. 
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Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

No.  310  Saksome  Street, 

San  FranciscOf  July  15,  1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th 
iDstant,  and  for  replj  to  yodr  questions,  I  beg  to  state : 

Ist.  That  the  savings  of  the  native  people  of  Saint  Panl  and  Saint  Georse  Islands 
deposited  with  this  company  are  the  results  of  the  voluntary  action  of  eaon  individ- 
tuil  depositor,  without  compulsion  on  the  part  of  the  company,  or  any  of  its  agents  or 
employ^.  The  company  has,  however,  recommended  to  the  people  the  system  of  sav- 
ings which  is  practiced  in  civilized  communities,  and  has  explained  to  them  the  char- 
acter of  savings-banks,  and  advised  them  that  they  could  with  perfect  safety  deposit 
their  earnings  with  the  savings-banks  of  San  Francisco,  but  they  have  hitherto  pre- 
ferred to  deposit  with  the  company,  it  being  more  convenient  for  them.  Upon  all 
these  deposits  the  company  x)ays  the  regular  rate  of  interest  on  term-deposits  which 
rules  in  San  Francisco. 

2d.  The  company  holds  itself  responsible  and  ready  at  all  times  to  pay  the  depositors, 
on  demand,  the  full  amount  of  their  deposits,  with  accrued  interest,  in  United  States 
gold  coin.  No  depositor  is  required  or  expected  to  take  goods  for  any  part  of  his  de- 
posit or  for  interest  thereon.  In  this  connection,  I  beg  to  state  that  this  system  of 
Kuvings  has  been  instituted  and  fostered  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  habits  of  econ- 
omy and  thrift  among  the  native  people,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  general  policy  of  the 
company  toward  their  civilization  and  enlightenment.  The  motive  of  the  company  in 
this  proceeding  is  to  benefit  the  people,  it  being  no  advantage  whatever  to  the  com- 
pany to  take  these  deposits  and  pay  interest  thereon,  when  it  has  ample  funds  of  its 
own  for  all  its  purposes. 

3d.  All  the  people  of  these  islands  can  leave  of  their  own  free  will.  The  company 
has  never  made  pretense  of  any  power  to  detain  any  person  upon  the  islands  for  any 
cause  or  purpose,  and  has  never  attempted  or  practiced  any  restraint  upon  the  liberty 
of  any  native  or  other  person  in  any  manner  whatever. 

All  natives  who  desire  to  leave  the  islands  are  allowed  free  passage  to  Ounalaska  on 
the  company's  vessels,  which  make  frequent  trips  between  that  port  and  the  islands  of 
8aint  Paul  and  Saint  George.  The  opportunities  for  transit  from  Ounalaska  to  many 
parts  of  the  Territory  are  frequent  ana  ample,  and  the  natives,  like  all  other  people,  go 
where  they  please. 

The  desire  to  quit  the  islands  is  by  no  means  prevalent  among  the  native  people,  for 
they  are  a  happy  and  prosperous  people,  and  more  than  satisfied  to  remain.  Some,  on 
account  of  family  connections  or  other  private  reasons,  have,  however,  availed  them- 
fvelves  of  the  favor  of  the  company,  and  have  been  carried  on  the  company's  vesselB 
to  Ounalaska  and  other  places,  and  some  of  these  have  again  returned  to  the 
islands.  No  one  has  been  refused  by  the  company  the  right  to  quit  the  islands  at  his 
pleasure.  The  inhabitants  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  Islands  are  as  free  in  all 
respects  as  any  people  on  the  globe. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
President  Alatika  Commercial  Company. 
MOfiRK,  Esq., 

J  gent  CnitttJ  Staiis  Treasury  Department  f  San  Francisco. 

It  remains  now  only  for  me  to  add,  t^iat  during  my  somewhat  pro- 
tracted stay  in  San  Francisco,  I  have  been  enabled  to  collect  much  in- 
teresting data  of  minor  importance  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  fur- 
seal  fisheries  which  it  would  be  impracticable  to  embody  in  this  report, 
but  which,  of  course,  is  at  your  disposal.  Respectfully  calling  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  my  statements  made  are  fortified  with  proofs 
and  vouchers,  I  therefore  hope  that  this  report  will  be  found  satisfac- 
tory and  useful. 

Most  respectfully, 

J.  S.  MOOEE. 
Hon.  B.  H.  Bristow, 

Secretary  of  Trea^itryy  Washington,  Z>.  C. 
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LETTEE  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  TREASURY. 


WabbinqtoNj  D.  C,  Novemler  IC,  18T4. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  April  22^  1874,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol-  • 
lowing  report  upon  the  condition  and  importance  of  the  far- 
trade  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska )  <Hhe  present  condition  of  the 
seal-fisheries  of  Alaska ;  the  haants  and  habits  of  the  seal ;  the 
preservation  and  extension  of  the  fisheries  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue to  the  United  States,  with  like  information  respecting  the 
fur-bearing  animals  of  Alaska  generally ;  the  statistics  of  the 
fur-trade ;  and  the  condition  of  the  people  or  natives,  especially 
those  upon  whom  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  fisheries  and 
fur-trade  is  dependent :" 

The  first  measure  suggested  by  my  investigations  this  season 
is  one  of  reform  in  the  present  government  of  the  Territory.  II 
is  supposed  that  a  useless  outlay  of  money  and  labor  is 
not  intended  to  be  persisted  in,  when  the  same  annual  expend- 
iture will  give  prompt  and  effective  supervision  over  interests 
in  that  region  which  seem  now  to  be  sadly  neglected.  The 
present  mismanagement  of  affairs  in  Alaska  is  not  attributable 
to  any  other  cause  than  that  of  the  universal  ignorance  prevail- 
ing in  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  transfer,  in  regard 
to  the  form  of  government  needed,  and  since  then  no  one  seems 
to  have  taken  any  intelligent  or  active  interest  in  the  matter. 
In  the  following  report,  herewith  submitted,  I  desire  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  statements  and  suggestions  contained  in 
the  chapter  devoted  to  this  subject,  and  I  trust  that  you  may 
be  pleased  to  give  them  your  approval. 

The  pecuniary  value  of  the  fur-seal  interests  of  the  Govern-, 
ment  renders  it  highly  important  that  the  Treasury  Department, 
now  intrusted  with  its  care  and  supervision,  should  possess 
definite  and  authoritative  information  as  to  its  proper  manage- 
ment— for  its  perpetuation  in  its  original  integrity,  at  least.  I, 
therefore,  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  especially 
to  the  accompanying  report  ui)on  the  subject,  which  embodies 
the  results  of  three  seasons'  (1S72,  1873,  and  1874)  close  per- 
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Bonal  observation  and  research  on  the  groand,  with  maps  and 
illustrations. 

In  connection  with  the  condition  of  the  natives  of  the  Terri- 
tory, on  whom  the  snccessfal  prosecution  of  the  fur>trade  is 
dependent,  I  have  been  led  into  a  very  careful  study  of  the 
history  and  habits  of  the  sea-otter  in  this  country,  to  the  suc- 
cessful hunting  of  which  between  four  and  five  thousand  Chris- 
tian Aleutians  and  Kodiakers  look  for  a  means  of  livelihood. 
Since  the  transfer,  fire-arms,  formerly  proscribed,  have  been 
introduced  among  the  sea-otter  hunters.  This,  in  combination 
with  the  keenest  rivalry  of  opposition  traders,  makes  it  only  a 
question  of  a  very  short  time  ere  these  valuable  and  interesting 
animals  are  exterminated,  on  the  existence  of  which  so  many 
christianized  natives  are  totally  dependent  for  all  of  the  com- 
forts, and  many  even  of  the  necessities,  of  a  semi-civilized 
life.  The  remedy  for  this  is  a  very  simple  and  eflfective  one,  and 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  discussion  of  the  subject  in  this 
report  under  the  head  of  the  sea-otter  and  its  hunters. 

In  my  report  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  given  the  Yukon, 
Aleutian,  and  Sitkan  sections  close  attention,  having  yet  to 
more  fully  examine  the  Kodiak,  Cook's  Inlet,  and  Copper  Biver 
districts;  that  I  have,  in  connection  with  Lieut.  Washburn 
Maynard,  United  States  Navy,  my  associate  during  the  past 
season,  carefully  resurveyed  the  area  and  position  of  the  breed- 
ing grounds  of  the  fur-seal  on  the  Prybilov  Islands.  We  sur- 
veyed Saint  Matthew's  Island,  which  is  contiguous  and  was 
entirely  unknown  and  uninhabited,  in  order  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion, so  frequently  asked,  and  to  which  no  definite  reply  could 
be  given,  as  to  whether  or  not  it  was  suitable  ground  for  fur- 
seals  to  land  upon  and  breed,  should  these  animals  ever  become 
dissatisfied  with  their  present  locality ;  and  that  I  have  com- 
piled, from  Bussian  and  other  authorities,  facts  and  statistics 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  fur-trade  in  the  early  days  of  the  Terri- 
tory, so  as  to  compare  with  the  condition  of  this  business  at  the 
present,  as  I  get  it  from  traders  and  agents  in  the  country  gen- 
erally. Of  necessity,  I  have  been  obliged  to  use  my  judgment 
in  selecting  and  taking  these  figures,  both  from  the  written  as 
well  as  the  verbal  authorities.  These  I  submit  as  being  very 
nearly  correct,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  The 
remarkable  increase  in  the  catch  of  fur-bearing  animals  since 
the  change  of  ownership  of  the  country  is  most  striking,  but 
in  perfect  harmony  with  the  strong  contrast  between  the  indo- 
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lent,  make-shift  management  of  the  EusBian-American  Far 
Company  in  later  times  and  that  of  our  energetic,  economical 
traders. 

The  extravagant  statements  \7hich  have  been  made  in  regard 
to  the  resources  of  this  Territory,  which,  on  the  one  hand,  were 
they  true,  would  fit  it  for  the  future  reception  of  a  highly-civil- 
ized population,  while,  on  the  other,  it  would  be  made  a  land 
of  utter  desolation,  worthlessness,  and  an  entire  loss  of  seven 
millions  of  purchase-money,  besides  being  a  burden  to  the 
General  Government,  these  announcements,  so  often  made 
and  reiterated  throughout  our  country,  have  caused  me  to  pay 
great  attention  to  the  subject,  and  in  this  report  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  give  a  concise  description  of  the  agricultural  character 
of  the  Territory  as  I  have  seen  it,  which  thus  far  might  be  truth- 
fully summed  up  in  saying  that  there  are  more  acres  of  better 
land  lying  now  as  wilderness  and  jungle  in  sighton  the  mountain- 
tops  of  the  AUeghanies  from  the  car-windowsof  the  Pennsylvania 
road  than  can  be  found  in  all  Alaska;  and  whe2  it  is  remem- 
bered that  this  land,  wild,  in  the  heart  of  one  of  our  oldest  and 
most  thickly-populated  States,  will  remain  as  it  now  is,  cheap, 
and  undisturbed  for  an  indefinite  time  to  come,  notwithstand- 
ing its  close  proximity  to  the  homes  of  millions  of  energetic 
and  enterprising  men,  it  is  not  difScult  to  estimate  the  value  of 
the  Alaskan  acres,  remote  as  they  are,  and  barred  out  by  a 
most  disagreeable  sea-coast  climate,  leaving  out  altogether  the 
great  West  and  vast  agricultural  regions  of  British  America ; 
but  then,  directly  to  the  contrary,  it  would  be  wrong  to  hint  by 
this  statement,  true  as  it  is,  that  the  country  is  worthless,  for 
on  the  Seal  Islands  alone  the  Government  possesses  property 
which  would  not  remain  in  the  market  many  days  unsold  were 
it  offered  for  seven  millions,  and  from  which  the  annual 
revenue  is  doubly  sufficient  to  meet  all  expenditures  for  the 
proper  government  of  the  whole  Territory,  if  the  matter  was 
correctly  adjusted.  Again,  it  should  be  understood  that,  be- 
yond a  few  outcrops  of  Tertiary  coal  and  small  leads  near  Sitka 
of  gold  and  silver,  with  reports  of  native  copper  in  sitUj  nothing 
is  known  whatever  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  Territory  at 
the  present  writing,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  but  which  I  have 
reason  to  think  will  develop  into  some  value. 

My  opinion  with  reference  to  the  fishing  interests  in  the  Ter- 
ritory has  been  almost  entirely  formed  by  the  accounts  of  old, 
experienced  fishermen  whom  I  have  met  in  the  country  person- 
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ally  engaged  in  fisbing  in  these  waters.  The  value  and  proba- 
ble yield  of  the  cod-banksof  Alaska  bavebeen  greatly  overrated, 
but  it  may  bo  reasonably  anticipated  that  the  success  attending 
the  canning  of  salmon  on  the  Columbia  Biverwill  stimulate  the 
prosecution  of  this  industry  at  the  mouths  of  all  the  large 
streams  and  rivers  of  the  Territory. 

In  connection  with  my  survey  of  affairs  in  the  Territory,  the 
Seal  Islands  in  especial,  I  have  been  most  fortunate  in  being 
associated  with  a  gentleman  so  efficient  and  conscientious  as 
Lieut.  Washburn  Maynard,  the  officer  selected  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress,  to 
accompany  me  on  this  tour  of  investigation,  and  to  report  in- 
dependently. 

It  is  also  fitting  that  I  should  speak  in  flattering  terms  of  the 
high  character  of  the  service  rendered  us  this  season  by  Capt 
J.  G.  Baker,  commanding  the  United  States  revenue-cutter 
Eeliance,  who  carried  us  with  all  care  and  expedition  to  such 
points  as  we  saw  fit  to  designate,  and  which  it  was  possible  to 
visit  in  a  sailing-vessel,  with  the  time  allotted.  I 

The  several  subjects  within  the  scope  of  my  report  I  have 
arranged,  and  herewith  respectfully  present  in  the  following 
order,  viz : 
CHAPTER  I.  The  chakacter  of  the  countby. 

II.  The  natives  OB  people  of  Alaska;  theib 

CONDITION,  &C. 

III.  The  duty  of  the  Govebnment  in  the  Teb- 
BiTOBY  OP  Alaska. 

TV.  TBADE  in  THE  TeRRITOBY  and  THB  TRADERS, 
STATIONS,  &0. 

V.  The  sea-otteb  and  its  hunting. 
VI.  The  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Seal 

Islands  ;  Prybilov  group. 
VII.  The  habits  of  the  fur  seal. 
VIII.  Fish  and  fisheries. 
IX.  Ornithology  OF  THE  Prybilov  Islands. 

APPENDIX. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  to  be 
as  concise  as  possible,  perhaps  so  to  a  fault,  but  the  enumer- 
ation of  the  thousand  and  one  little  things  that  have  combined 
to  form  opinion,  and  indirectly  influence  one's  judgment,  can 
interest  no  one  but  the  writer. 
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On  the  subject  of  Alaska,  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  no  othep 
unexplored  section  of  the  world  was  ever  brought  into  notice 
suddenly,  about  which  so  much  has  been  emphatically  and 
positively  written,  based  entirely  upon  the  whims  and  caprices 
of  the  writers,  and,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  at  all  surprising  if 
the  truth  in  regard  to  the  Territory  does  frequently  come  into 
conflict  with  many  erroneous  popular  opinions  respecting  it. 

With  the  hope  that  the  results  of  my  labor  as  presented  in 
the  following  report  will  meet  with  your  approval  and  support, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant 

HENRY  W.  ELLIOTT, 
Special  Agent  Treasury  Department 

Hon.  B.  B.  Bbistow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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CHAPTER  L 

THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

THE  TERRITORY  OF  ALASKA. 

So  much  has  been  said  pro  and  con  as  to  the  natural  wealth 
and  advantages  of  our  new  acquisition,  the  Territory  of  Alaska^ 
that  the  widest  possible  divergence  of  opinion  has  arisen  npon  this 
subject  ]  on  the  one  hand,  we  hear  that  here  is  a  country  no  more 
rngged  or  uninviting  than  is  Sweden  or  Norway,  where  a  high 
civilisation  exists,  with  just  as  much  natural  adaptation  for  the 
home  of  advancing  humanity,  with  vast  forests  of  the  finest 
ship-timber,  with  iron,  copper,  coal,  and  possibly  rich  gold  and 
silver  mines,  with  valleys  and  plains  upon  which  sheep  and  cattle 
can  be  bred  and  raised  without  more  than  ordinary  care,  so  abun- 
dant is  the  grass  and  other  vegetation ;  that  the  climate  is  ex- 
tremely mild  on  the  seaboard,  no  more  damp  and  foggy  than 
on  the  coast  of  Oregon,  &c.;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are 
as  gravely  told  that  it  is  an  area  of  total  desolation ;  that  it  is 
locked  up  in  the  grasp  of  winter's  frosts  for  eight  or  nine  months 
in  the  year ;  that  icebergs  and  snow  fill  the  sea  and  drift  in 
fathomless  rifts }  that  it  is  bare  and  barren,  only  moss  and 
swale  grass ;  that  even  the  inhabitants  there  drag  out  a  miser- 
able existence  on  seal-meat,  oil,  and  like  food ;  and  that  it  will 
never  become  the  home  of  white  men,  because  there  is  no  object 
in  the  land  that  will  draw  them  there  save  the  small  fur- trading 
interests. 

There  is  truth  in  both  declaratious,  but  no  snch^  thing  as  a 
happy  medium  can  be  struck  between  the  two  views;  a  fair, 
dispassionate  statement  in  regard  to  this  matter,  however,  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  Territory,  could  hardly  have  been 
made,  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  having  the  means  or  the 
opportunity  to  form  a  proper  judgment.  The  Russians  did  not 
live  here  as  a  people,  but  as  a  company  of  fur-traders  only, 
with  a  single  eye  to  the  getting  of  skins ;  and  the  matter  of 
their  subsistence  while  £o  doing  was  comparatively  of  little 
importance ;  but  it  should  be  said  that  at  all  of  their  posts 
throughout  the  Territory  they  fully  tested  the  capabilities  of 
soil  and  climate  for  garden-products,  and  at  many  of  theo» 
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gave  bogs  and  cattle  a  trial,  with  a  deep  interest  in  tbe  success 
of  their  experiments.  The  Bassian  American  Company  in  re- 
tiring from  the  country  gave  us  a  generally  correct  map  of  the 
Territory,  accurate  figures  as  to  the  numbers  and  distribution 
of  the  natives ;  but  upon  other  points  the  most  vague  or  else 
conflicting  data,  and  in  this  condition  of  knowledge  we  took 
possession  of  the  country.  Its  true  status,  therefore,  and  real 
importance  were  simply  unknown  to  our  people. 

Since  that  time,  however,  quite  a  number  of  adventurers, 
traders,  miners,  fishermen,  and  the  like  have  had  their  atten- 
tion and  interest  centered  here,  and  the  resources  of  the  country' 
in  small  sections  have  been  keenly  scmtinized  with  a  view  to 
what'the  country  could  or  could  not  yield  in  supply  of  human 
wants. 

THE  DIVERSIFIED  CHARACTEE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Everybody  is  familiar  with  the  geographical  position  of 
Alaska,  with  its  extended  area  of  coast-line,  stretching  from  a 
trifle  south  of  the  55th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  above  Fort 
Simpson,  on  the  British  Columbian  Territory,  far  to  the  north- 
ward and  westward  away  into  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  above  the 
arctic tsircle;  and,  in  describing  the  character  of  this^  vast  trend 
of  land,  it  should  be  divided  into  several  natural  districts,  by 
reason  of  the  local  difference  between  them. 

The  Sitkan  district — Startiugfrom  Portland  Canal  and  running 
north  to  Cross  Sound  and  the  head  of  Lynn  Canal,  the  eye  glances 
'over  a  range  of  country  made  up  of  hundreds  of  islands,  large 
and  small,  and  a  bold,  mountainous  coast,  all  everywhere  rugged 
and  abrupt  in  contour,  and,  with  exception  of  highest  sum- 
mits, the  hills,  mountains,  and  valleys,  tbe  last  always  narrow 
and  winding,  are  covered  with  a  dense  jungle  of  spruce  and 
fir,  cedar  and  shrubbery,  so  thick,  dark,  and  damp,  that  it  is 
traversed  only  by  the  expenditure  of  great  physical  energy, 
and  a  clear  spot,  either  on  islands  or  mainland,  where  an  acre 
of  grass  might  grow  by  itself,  as  it  does  in  the  little  <^  parks'* 
far  in  the  interior,  cannot  be  found.  In  these  forest-jungles, 
especially  on  the  lowlands  and  always  by  the  water-courses, 
will  be  found  a  fair  proportion  of  ordinary  timber  of  the  char- 
acter above  designated.  The  spruce  and  fir,  however,  are  so 
heavily  charged  with  resin,  that  they  can  be  used  for  nothing 
but  the  roughest  work ;  the  cedar  is,  however,  an  excellent  ar- 
ticle. But  back  from  the  Coast  Bange  here,  on  which  our  bound- 
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ary-line  is  dotted,  springs  np  quite  a  different  country  agaiu, 
bigher  everywhere  from  the  sea-level  by  thousands  of  feet,  dry, 
^ith  not  one-tenth  part  of  the  rain-fall,  vast  tolling  plains  or  ta- 
ble-lands and  rounded  mountain-tops,  over  which  fire  has  swept 
not  many  years  ago,  for  the  last  time,  as  it  has  frequently  done 
before,  utterly  destroying  the  pine-forests,  leaving  nothing  but 
the  blackened  and  bleached  trunks  piled  upon  and  across  one 
another  at  the  sport  of  fierce  gales ;  and  springing  np  from  be- 
neath this  desolation  and  shutting  over  it  is  a  new  forest  of 
young  pine  and  poplars,  with  a  large  number  of  service-berry 
and  salal  bushes  interspersed.     The  valleys  here  widen  out, 
and  contain  large  tracts  of  excellent  ground  for  cultivation, 
with  the  significant  objection,  however,  of  being  subject  to 
frosts  so  late  in  the  spring  as  June  10,  and  so  early  in  the 
summer  as  the  20th  of  August.    This,  of  course,  excludes  the 
question  of  agriculturdl  utility ;  and  although  the  grass  grows 
everywhere  here  in  the  valleys  in  the  most  luxuriant  manner, 
yet  cattle  cannot  run  out  through  the  winters,  which  are  here 
bitterly  cold;  widely  different  from  those  a  hundred  miles  only 
to  the  westward  across  the  Coast  Range.    Here,  under  the  pow- 
erful influence  of  the  great  Pacific,  winter  is  never  anything 
but  wet  ^nd  chilly,  seldom  ever  giving  the  people  a  week's 
fikating  on  the  small  lake  back  of  Sitka.    Day  after  day  there 
are  high  winds  and  drizzling  rains,  with  breaks  in  the  leaden 
8ky  showing  gleams  of  clear  blue  and  sunlight ;  and  here  the 
agriculturist  or  gardener  has  like  cause  for  discouragement, 
for  nothing  will  ripen }  whatever  he  plants  grows  and  enters  on* 
its  stages  of  decay  without  perfecting.    It  must,  moreover,  be 
remarked  that  there  is  but  very  little  land  fit  even  for  this  un- 
satisfactory and  most  unprofitable  agriculture,  i.  e.,  properly- 
drained  and  warm  soil  enough  for  the  very  hardiest  cereals. 
There  is  not  one  acre  of  such  tillable  land  to  every  ten  thou- 
sand of  the  objectionable  character  throughout  the  larger  por- 
tion of  this  area,  and  certainly  not  more  than  one  acre  to  a 
thousand  in  the  best  regions.    Grass  grows  in  small  localities 
or  areas,  wherever  it  is  not  smothered  by  forests  and  thickets, 
in  the  valleys  over  this  whole  Sitkan  district ;   its  presence, 
however,  is  not  the  rule,  but  the  exception,  so  vigorous  ia  the 
growth  of  shrubbery  and  timber;  and  even  did  it  grow  in  large 
amount,  the  curing  of  hay  is  simply  impracticable.    Although 
the  winters  are  mild,  still  there  is  not  enough  rangtng-ground 
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to  support  herds  of  cattle  throughout  the  year  and  have  them 
within  control. 

Mount  Saint  Elias  district — Reaching  from  Cross  Sound  to 
Prince  William's  Sound  is  a  second  and  clearly-defined  region, 
exhibiting  a  bald,  bare  sea-front,  with  scarcely  an  island  or  a 
rock  in  its  long  stretch  of  over  three  hundred  miles ;  little  belts 
of  spruce  timber  skirt  the  lowlands  by  the  sea,  while  that  which  is 
hilly  and  mountainous  is  almost  bare }  grass  and  berries  grow, 
however,  in  great  abundance.  It  is  the  most  cheerless,  but  at 
the  same  time  the  most  interesting,  portion  of  the  Territory,  not 
from  any  other  point  of  view,  however,  than  that  of  the  tourist 
or  geologist,  who  will  find  Mount  Saint  Elias  the  highest  peak  in 
North  America,  and  the  superb  mountains  of  Fairweather  and 
GLllon,and  the  country  about  them,  covered,  for  miles  and  miles, 
with  mighty  glaciers,  a  field  of  most  instructive  interest.  An 
immense  mass  of  ice  comes  down  into  the  head  of  Lynn  Canal, 
which,  the  Indians  say,  originates  and  travels  from  Mount  Fair- 
weather  over  fifty  miles  away.  This  glacier  is  some  eight  miles 
wide  where  it  faces  the  sea  in  the  channel,  and  many  hundred 
feet  in  thickness,  perfectly  magnificent,  and  should  be  visited, 
for,  as  yet,  this  region,  like  the  most  of  our  new  Territory,  has 
not  been  trodden  by  the  foot  of  white  man,  and  seldom  even  by 
the  savage.  Its  exceptional  presentation  of  timb^,  its  long 
reaches  of  rounded,  low,  barren  hills,  and  relative  scarcity  of 
both  birds  and  animals,  make  this  section  about  as  uninviting, 
on  economic  grounds,  as  any  in  the  Territory,  and  the  paucity 
of  Indian  life  within  its  limits  speaks  definitely  for  its  poverty 
as  to  game  and  fish. 

CooVs  Inlet  district — I  refrain  from  giving  the  reports  which 
I  received  from  this  section,  inasmuch  as  they  are  very  contra- 
dictory in  many  leading  features ;  though,  in  a  general  way,  the 
ideas  given  me  are  undoubtedly  correct.  They  represent  the 
country  similar  to  Kodiak,  with  more  timber. 

The  Peninsular  and'Eodiah  Island. — ^This  region,lying  between 
Iliamna  Lake  and  the  False  Pafis,  between  the  head  of  the  Pen- 
insula of  Alaska  and  contiguous  islands,  is  the  most  valuable 
section  of  the  entire  Territory,  possessing  the  most  equable  cli- 
mate, especially  so  at  Kodiak,  growing  the  best  garden-sup- 
plies of  potatoes,  turnips,  &c.,  the  only  place  where  hay  can  be 
made,  enough  for  a  few  head  of  stock,  with  anything  likeacertain- 
ty,  from  season  to  season ;  but  the  country  comprised  in  this  dis- 
trict, which  forms  the  southern  and  western  half  of  the  Peninsula, 
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does  not  possess  any  of  the  above-mentioned  qualifications  in  the 
same  degree  by  any  means.    The  island  of  Kodiak  and  the  whole 
district  is,  however,  rugged  and  mountainous,  with  numerous 
small  lakes  and  tiny  rivers  or  streams,  up  which  a  considerable 
number  of  salmon  run  every  year.    Timber,  of  spruce  and  fir, 
grows  in  fair  quantity  in  die  northern  and  eastern  end  of  Ko- 
diak, all  the  islands  to  the  eastward,  and  down  the  Peninsula 
as  far  as  Ghignik  Bay ;  it  is  not  large,  but  in  size  for  fuel,  rough 
building,  &c.    Grass  grows  most  luxuriantly,  especially  on  Ko- 
diak, but  the  area  suitable  for  its  support  is  limited,  there  be- 
ing no  plains  or  dr^^  and  accessible  valleys  in  which  to  cut  and 
cure  it.    There  are  many  winters  here  in  which  cattle  might 
be  kept  in  small  numbers  without  exceptional  care  and  expense, 
«.«.,  enough  to  afford  milk  and  beef  for  a  small  settlement,  and 
also  sheep  and  hogs.    Little  patches  of  land  can  be  found 
where  a  small  garden  will  thriveconsistingof  potatoes,  turnips, 
&c.  i  but  reaching  down  to  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  over  them, 
is  a  region  bare  entirely  of  timber  and  nearly  so  of  shrubbery, 
rugged,  abrupt,  and  extremely  mountainous,  the  surface  broken 
into  patches  set,  as  it  were,  on  end ;  this  is  no  country  adapted 
for  agriculture,  for  the  prevalence  of  foggy,  dark  weather  would 
render  even  the  limited  area  that  could  be  utilized  with  sun- 
light unserviceable  for  the  production  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
Soil  there  is  sufficiently  rich  and  deep,  but  it  is  too  cold  to  ma- 
ture or  ripen  garden-products,  except  in  very  favored  locali- 
ties where,  as  at  Ounalashka,  a  few  potatoes  of  inferior  quality, 
good  turnips,  and  lettuce,  are  in  the  favorable  seasons  raised. 
The  Western  Islands  are  all  essentially  volcauic,  with  scarcely  a 
trace  of  sedimentary  rock  to  be  found ;  consisting  of  high, 
steep  ridges  and  peaks  of  porphyries  and  volcanic  tufa,  with 
here  and  there  syenitic  granites.    The  vegetation,  such  as  it  is, 
principally  Empetrum  nigrumj  grows  most  rank  and  luxuriant 
on  the  flanks  and  even  the  summits  of  many  of  these  high 
places,  and  the  light,  frail  stems  of  this  plant,  which  are  of  about 
the  size  of  strawberry- vines,  the  natives  gather  and  bring  down 
from  the  hills  in  large  bundles  for  fire-wood.  The  only  shrub  that 
lifts  its  head  above  the  earth,  of  value  as  wood,  is  a  willow,  (Salix 
reticulata,)  which  growsin  scattered  clumps  alongthe  little  water- 
courses, twisted  and  contorted,  yet  of  sufficient  size  to  furnish 
in  early  days  strong  and  serviceable  frames  for  native  skin- 
boats  or  <'  baidars."    Scattered  over  the  Aleutian  Islands  and 
on  the  Peninsula  are  many  small  lakes,  some  of  them  quite 
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large.  The  Peniosular  country  is  more  rolling  and  lerel,  <» 
the  north  shore  especially  so ;  for  from  Port  Moller  on  up  to  the 
head  of  Bristol  Bay  extensive  flats  make  out  from  the  hi^- 
lands  and  stretch  between  them  and  the  sea  in  width  varying 
from  ten  to  sjxty  miles. 

There  are  a  number  of  volcanoes  in  this  district,  such  as  that 
of  Makooshin,  on  Ounalashka  Island,  Akootan  and  Shishaldin, 
on  Oonimak,  which,  however,  do  not  eject  lava,  but  emit  smoke, 
steam,  and  ashes,  although  in  times  past  and  within  the  memory 
of  man  large  stones  have  been  thrown  out  by  many  of  them, 
and  still  earlier  lava  has  been  poured  out  on  Oonimak  in  immense 
streams.  The  seared,  rugged  courses  of  the  once  liquid  rock 
make  traveling  on  that  island  excessively  fatiguing.  Akootan, 
on  Akootan  Island,  and  Makooshin  are,  perhaps,  the  most  active,^ 
or  as  lively  as  any  in  the  Territory  to-day.  There  has  been  no 
disturbance  on  their  account  in  the  country  for  the  last  thirty 
years  to  mention,  but  previous  to  that  time  many  severe  earth* 
quake  shocks  have  been  recorded,  and  the  growth  of  a  new 
island,  Bogaslov^  twenty  miles  north  of  Oomnak,  in  Bering 
Sea,  has  been  witnessed  by  the  present  generation,  and  I  think 
that  the  phenomena  attending  the  appearance  of  this  island  iar 
out  at  sea  and  alone  must  have  been  coincident  with  the  whole 
history  of  the  formation  of  the  Aleutian  Chain,  and  therefore  I 
may  be  excused  for  giving  the  substance  of  the  story  as  told  by 
several  of  the  Russian  writers. 

Id  the  fall  of  179G  the  residents  of  Oonimak  and  Ooualashka 
were  surprised  by  a  series  of  loud  reports  and  tremblings  of 
the  earth,  followed  by  the  appearance  of  a  dense  dark  cloud, 
full  of  gas  and  ashes,  which  came  down  upon  them  from  the 
sea  to  the  northward,  and,  after  a  week  or  ten  days,  daring 
which  time  the  cloud  hung  steadily  over  them,  accompanied 
with  earthquakes  and  subterranean  thunder,  it  cleared  away 
somewhat,  so  that  they  saw  distinctly  to  the  northward  a  bright 
light  burning  above  the  sea^  and,  upon  closer  inspeelaon  in  thm 
boats,  the  people  found  that  a  small  island,  elevated  about  100 
feet  above  sea-level,  had  been  forced  up  and  was  still  in  the  pro- 
cess of  elevation  and  enlargement,  formed  of  lava  and  scori®. 
The  volcanic  action  did  not  cease  on  this  island  until  1825,  when 
it  left  above  the  water  an  oval  peak,  almost  inaccessible,  400  to 
500  feet  high,  and  four  or  five  miles  in  circumference.  It  waa 
soon  after  this  occupied  by  sea-lion»and  resorted  to  by  sea-fowly^ 
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which  were  found  here  in  1825,  when  the  Bassians  landed  for 
the  first  time,  and  the  rocks  were  still  warm. 

*In  this  way  and  recently,  geologics^Uy  speaking,  were  the 
Aleutian  Islands  formed  from  the  Peninsula  westward,  includ- 
ing the  Prybilov  Group  and  Saint  Matthew's,  their  appearance 
marking  the  course  of  a  line  of  least  resistance  in  the  earth'a 
crust. 

The  Yukon  District — In  this  division  may  be  placed  all  that 
country  above  the  head  of  Bristol  Bay  and  north  and  west  of 
the  Peninsular  Bange  of  mountains  as  they  extend  far  into  the 
interior,  reaching  to  the  arctic  and  far  beyond,  an  immense  area 
of  desolate  sameness,  almost  unknown,  and  likely  to  be  so  for 
an  indefinite  time,  the  banks  of  the  Yukon  Biver  being  the 
only  track  traversed  as  yet  by  white  men  into  the  interior. 
This  great  range  of  country  may  properly  be  divided  into  two 
sections,  the  hills  or  timber-lands  and  the  plains  or  tundra.  The 
former  seldom  approach  the  waters  of  Bering  or  the  Arctic  Sea 
nearer  than  fifty  or  sixty  miles,  and  generally  trend  some  two  to 
three  hundred  miles  back.  The  general  contourof  the  interior 
is  a  vast  undulating  plain,  with  high,  rounded  granitic  hills  and 
ridges  scattered  here  and  there,  on  the  flanks  of  which,  and  by 
the  countless  lakes  and  water-courses,  grow  in  tolerable  abun- 
dance spruce,  fir,  hemlock,  birch,  and  poplar,  with  a  large  number 
of  hardy  shrubs  indigenous  all  the  world  over  to  these  latitudes. 
The  summers  short,  but  warm  and  pleasant ;  the  winters  long, 
and  bitterly  cold  and  inclement. 

The  tundra,  however,  which  fronts  the  whole  coast-line  of 
this,  the  most  extensive  section  of  the  Territory,  is,  indeed, 
cheerless  and  repellant  at  any  season ;  in  the  summer  it  is  a 
great  flat  swale,  full  of  bog-holes,  slimy,  decayed  peat,  innumer- 
able lakes,  shallow,  stagnant,  and  from  all  places  swarm  mos- 
quitoes of  the  most  malignant  type,  while  in  winter  it  is  a  wide 
snow  plain,  over  which  fierce  gales  of  wind,  at  zero  tempera- 
ture, sweep  in  constant  succession,  making  travel  as  painful 
and  dangerous  as  can  be  well  imagined.  In  this  season  all  ap- 
proach to  the  coast  is  barred  by  a  great  system  of  shoals  and 
banks,  which  extend  so  far  out  to  sea  that  a  vessel  drawing  10 
feet  of  water  will  be  hard  aground,  out  of  sight  of  land,  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Yukon. 

There  is  a  vast  area  of  this  district  between  the  head  of 
Cook's  Inlet  and  the  Arctic,  and  far  back  into  the  interior,  that 
is  entirely  unknown,  but  as  traders  are  extending  their  routes 
in  all  directions,  this  interior  may  in  time  be  explored  and  noted. 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


16  ALASKA. 

The  Ounalanhka  District — Under  this  head  may  be  placed  the 
Aleutian  Islands ;  and  as  Illolook  or  Ounalashka  Village  is 
the  most  important  place  among  them,  both  \^ith  regard  to 
popnlation  and  trade,  and  the  best  position  as  a  port,  its  name 
may  be  fitly  applied  to  the  whole  region. 

This  great  chain  of  rugged  islands,  enveloped  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  in  fogs,  and  swept  over  by  frequent 
gales,  that,  in  combination  with  the  mists  and  currents,  make 
it  a  region  dreaded  by  the  mariner,  abounds  in  sharp  hills,  and 
hilly  or  bluffy  mountainous  masses.  Nearly  every  island — and 
there  are  many,  small  and  large — is  as  it  were  set  up  on  end, 
with  small  patches  of  bottom-land  here  and  there,  in  rare  Inter- 
vals, at  the  base  of  the  hills  and  mountains. 

The  appearance  of  any  of  these  islands  from  a  ship  approach- 
ing them  during  the  summer,  on  a  clear  sunny  day — and  such 
days  are  occasionally  known — is  most  attractive :  a  rich,  dark 
coat  of  vivid  green  clothes  the  valleys,  hills,  and  mountains, 
quite  to  the  snow-line.  In  these  narrow  defiles  and  bot- 
tomland  patches,  the  grass  is  most  luxuriant,  growing  waist- 
high,  with  low,  stunted  willow-bushes  here  and  there  in  small 
quantity;  and  it  is  at  first  not  apparent,  when  one  strolls  about 
the  country  on  such  a  day,  that  it  is  utterly  worthless  as  an  ag- 
ricultural or  stock-raising  country.  The  mountains  principally 
consist  of  syenitic  granites  and  porphyries,  with  sharp  sum- 
mits and  abrupt  slopes,  and  present  numerous  small  water- 
courses, with  little  or  no  valley-ground.  The  vegetation  is  rank 
and  luxuriant,  and,  in  favorable  seasons,  the  grasses  ripen  their 
seeds  well.  Quite  a  variety  of  berries  abound  ;  for  example, 
salmon,  buckle,  crow,  and  blue  berries.  The  only  timber  is  a 
slight  willow,  nowhere  larger  than  a  man's  wrist,  and  not  over 
7  or  8  feet  high,  growing  in  small,  scattered  clumps,  with 
stunted  specimens  climbing  way  up  the  hill-sides.  The  thick, 
dense  carpet  of  crow-berry  i)lants,  into  which  one  sinks  at  every 
step  ankle-deep,  covers  the  entire  country,  and  makes  traveling 
very  tedious  for  a  pedestrian.  Several  specie*  of  grass  grow 
everywhere  in  patches,  and  if  more  sunlight  were  to  fall  upon 
these  cold,  moist  places,  where  vegetation  now  springs  up  everj' 
year  in  such  quantities,  but  of  such  inferior  quality,  hay  might 
be  cured,  and  it  might  be  called  a  fair  grazingcountry ;  but  al- 
though the  islands  would  amply  support  herds  of  cattle  and 
flocks  of  sheep  during  the  summer-months,  these  animals 
would  generally  need  shelter  and  feed  for  three  to  five  months 
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as  winter  comes  on,  and  far  into  the  spring  daring  late  seasons, 
when  high  winds  rage  and  keep  the  snow  in  drifts.  Bsiley 
might  also  be  grown  with  a  little  more  sanlight ;  and  potatoes 
might  also  be  matured  year  after  year  in  fair  quantity,  and  a 
^ood  kitchen-garden  established  in  the  most  favored  sections ; 
but  perpetual  fogs  and  mists  hang  like  palls  over  the  land  and 
render  it  of  no  agricultural  importance. 

The  summers  are  mild,  foggy,  and  humid,  with  an  average 
temperature  of  50°  Fahrenheit,  with  winters  also  mild,  foggy, 
and  humid,  and  an  average  temperature  of  30^.  Minimum 
thermometer  here  seldom  or  never  falls  lower  than  10"^ ;  there 
never  has  been  recorded  four  consecutive  weeks  of  temperature 
lower  than  3^  or  5°.  The  weather  begins  to  grow  colder  in 
October,  and  does  not  become  milder  until  April.  The  natives 
here  think  that  12^  to  15^  is  pleasant  weather,  but  if  it  goes 
down  to  3^  or  5°,  it  is  to  them,  horribly  cold.  There  are,  how- 
ever, exceptional  seasons.  For  instance,  the  summer  of  1831,  in 
J^uly  and  August  the  thermometer  did  not  rise  above  35^,  and 
evenings  were  not  uncommon  with  as  low  a  temperature  as  12o. 

Bain  falls  at  all  times  and  with  all  winds,  but  mostly  in  the 
autumn,  with  southeast  and  easterly  winds,  and  less  with 
southwest  winds  in  winter. 

Snow  begins  to  fall  in  September,  (and  even  in  August,)  and 
does  not  cease  earlier  than  May,  although  it  frequently  melcs 
.  as  fast  as  it  falls  far  into  December.  It  is  seen  on  the  higher 
mountains  all  the  year  round.  The  average  snow-fall  is  from 
2  to  5  feet;  the  high,  driving  winds  make  the  snow  intensely 
disagreeable  and  impede  traveling. 

The  cloudiness  of  the  district  is  remarkable ;  there  are  not  a 
dozen  cloudless  days  in  the  whole  year ;  about  thirty  to  fifty 
fine  days ;  and  Veniaminov  Says,  after  living  there  ten  years, 
'^  that  the  san  may  he  seen  in  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  sixty 
days  during  the  year.'' 

Thunder  is  seldom  ever  heard,  and  lightning  never  seen ; 
although  the  clouds  seem  to  constantly  suggest  it.  Auroras 
are  also  almost  Unknown,  and  when  seen  are  very  faint. 

The  old  Aleuts  here  say  that  in  early  times  the  snow  was 
deeper  and  the  cold  greater  than  it  has  been  for  some  time 
past,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  they  assert  that  the  winds  are 
getting  stronger  and  harsher  as  time  rolls  on  with  them.    Voni- 
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ammov*  says,  "In  all  the  time  of  my  living  here  there  was 
not  one  day  from  morning,  to  evening  that  was  entirely  with- 
out wind,  or  was  a  perfect  calm."  The  winds  blow  here  strong 
from  all  quarters,  strongest  in  October,  November,  December, 
and  March.  The  gales  do  not  usually  last  more  than  three  days 
at  a  time,  but  they  follow  in  quick  succession  in  the  seasons 
above  mentioned. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  little  lakes  of  fresh  water  on  the 
islands,  and  in  nearly  all  of  the  small  streams  (for  there  are  no 
large  ones)  are  found  brook-trout  of  good  quality. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  what  shajl  we  say  of  the  resources 
of  Alaska,  viewed  as  regards  its  agricultural  or  horticultural 
capabilities  f 

It  would  seem  undeniable  that  owing  to  the  unfavorable  cli- 
matic conditions  which  prevail  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior, 
the  gloomy  fogs  and  dampness  of  the  former,  and  the  intense, 
protracted  severity  of  the  winters,  characteristic  of  the  latter, 
unfit  the  Territory  for  the  i)roper  support  of  any  considerable 
civilization. 

Men  may,  and  undoubtedly  will,  soon  live  here,  in  compara- 
tive comfort,  as  they  labor  in  mining-camps,  lumber  and  ship- 
timber  mills,  and  salmon-factories,  but  they  will  bring  with 
them  everything  they  want  except  fish  and  game,  and  when 
they  leave  the  country  it  will  be  as  desolate  as  they  found  it. 

Can  a  countiy  be  permanently  and  prosperously  settled  that 
will  not  in  its  whole  extent  allow  the  successful  growth  and 
ripening  of  a  single  crop  of  corn,  wheat,  or  potatoes,  and  where 
the  most  needful  of  any  domestic  animals  cannot  be  kept  by 
poor  people  t 

The  Russians,  who  have  subdued  a  rougher  country,  and  set- 
tled in  large  communities  under  severer  conditions  than  have 
been  submitted  to  by  any  body  of  our  own  people  as  yet,  were 
in  this  Territory,  after  some  twenty  years  at  least  of  patient, 
intelligent  trial,  obliged  to  send  a  colony  to  California  to  raise 
their  potatoes,  grain,  and  beef;  the  history  of  their  settlement 
there,  and  forced  abandonment  in  1842,  is  well  known. 

We  may  with  pride  refer  to  the  rugged  work  of  settlement 
so  successfully  made  by  our  ancestors  in  New  England,  bat  it 
is  idle  to  talk  of  the  subjugation  of  Alaska  as  a  task  simply  re- 
quiring a  similar  expenditure  of  persistence,  energy,  and  ability. 

•  Zapieskie,  &c.,  vol.  1,  p.  98. 
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In  Massachusetts*  oar  forefathers  had  a  land  in  which  all  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  many  of  the .  Itixuries^  could  be  produced 
from  the  soil  with  certainty  from  year  to  year;  in  Alaska  their 
lot  would  have  been  quite  the  reverse,  and  they  could  have  main- 
tained themselves  therewith  no  better  success  than  the  present 
inhabitants.  Attention  should  be  directed  to  the  development 
of  its  mineral  wealth,  which  I  have  reason  to  think  will  yet 
prove  to^e  considerable,  and  effort  should  be  made  to  stimu- 
late and  protect  the  present  available  industries  of  the  fur- 
trade,  the  canning  of  salmon,  &c. 

*  "  I  have  seen  with  surprise  and  regret,  that  men  whose  forefathers 
-wielded  the  ax  in  the  forests  of  Maine,  or  gathered  jicanty  crops  on  the  hiU- 
sides  of  Massachnsetts,  have  seen  At  to  throw  contempt  ai^  derision  on  the 
acquisition  of  a  great  territory  naturally  far  richer  than  that  in  which 
they  themselves  originated,  (I)  principally  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  '  cold' 
country."  (W.  H.  Dull,  Alaska  and  its  EesonrceS;  p.  242,  Boston,  Lee  d: 
Bhepard,  1870.) 
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CHAPTER    II. 

THE    NATIVES    OE    PEOPLE    OP    ALASKA— THEIK 
CONDITION. 

THEIR  LIPE  IN  THE  PAST,  IN  THE  PRESENT,  A71B  PROSPECTS 
FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

lu  taking  the  sabject  of  the  condition  of  the  people  of  Alaska 
into  consideration,  the  character  of  the  country  in  which  they 
live  should  always  be  kept  in  mind,  for  the  life  of  any  people 
is  insensibly  but  surely  molded  by  the  climate  and  land  in 
which  they  are  found :  under  favorable  and  genial  influences 
of  soil  and  climate,  a  rude  race  may  be  raised  from  barbarism, 
pass  into  civilization,  and  be  sustained  by  these  favoring  sup- 
ports. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  are  divided  into  two  decidedly 
distinct  races,  widely  different  in  habits  and  disposition ;  one  of 
these  two  classes  consists  of  the  Christian  Aleuts,  who  live 
upon  the  Aleutian  Islands,  the  Seal  Islands,  the  Peninsula  of 
Alaska,  the  adjacent  Islands,  and  Kodiak ;  the  Indians,  occupy- 
ing all  the  rest  of  the  inhabited  country,  constitute  the  other.  It 
will  be  seen  by  a  Bussian  table  which  I  submit  in  connection 
with  this  subject  that  quite  a  large  number,  in  1863,  of  the 
natives,  outside  of  the  district  above  specified,  are  claimed  as 
Christians,  but  I  cannot  recognize  the  claim  to-day ;  they  have 
worn  off  what  little  Christianity  they  may  have  possessed  ten 
years  ago,  and  there  is  no  Christian  influence,  properly  speaking, 
in  the  Territory,  outside  of  the  Aleutians  and  the  people  of 
Kodiak ;  these  people  are  naturally  fitted  for  the  reception  of 
the  principles  of  Christianity,  or  otherwise  they  would  hatve 
remained  Indians,  as  the  others,  who  are  savages,  have  done. 
The  Bussian  Greek  Catholic  priests  spared  no  effort  in  their 
attempts  to  convert  the  Koloshians  of  Sitka  and  those  of 
kindred  stock  elsewhere  in  the  Territory,  but  met  with  partial 
failure  in  every  instance. 

The  fact  that  among  all  the  savage  races  found  on  the  north- 
west coast  by  Christian  pioneers  and  teachers  the  Aleutians 
are  the  only  practical  converts  to  Christianity,  goes  far,  in  my 
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opinion,  to  set  tbein  apart  as  very  differently  constituted  in 
mind  and  disposition  from  our  aborigines,  to  whom,  however, 
they  are  intimately  allied.  They  adopted  the  Christian  faith 
with  very  little  opposition,  readily  exchanging  their  barbarous 
customs  and  wild  superstitions  for  the  agreeable  rites  of  the 
Greek  Catholic  Church  and  its  more  refined  myths  and  legends. 
At  the  time  of  their  first  discovery  they  were  living  as  savages 
in  every  sense  of  the  word,  bold  and  hardy ;  bat  now,  to  all  out- 
ward signs  land  professions  of  Christianity  they  respond  as 
sincerely  as  our  own  church-going  people. 

The  question  as  to  the  derivation  of  these  people  is  still  a 
mooted  one  among  ethnologists ;  in  all  points  of  personal  bear- 
ing, intelligence,  character,  as  well  as  physical  structure,  they 
seem  to  form  a  link  of  perfect  gradation  between  the  Japanese 
and  Eskimo,  althoagh  their  traditions  and  language  are  entirely 
distinct  and  peculiar  to  themselves;  they,  however,  claim  to 
have  come  first  to  the  Aleutian  Islands  from  a  ''  big  land  to  the 
westward,'^  and  that  when  they  came  here  first  they  found  the 
land  uninhabited,  and  that  they  did  not  meet  with  any  peo])le 
until  their  ancestors  had  pushed  on  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  the 
Peninsnlar  and  Kodiak. 

The  Aleuts,  as  they  appear  to-day,  have  been  so  mixed  with 
Bussian,  Koloshian,  and  Kamscbadale  blood,  &c.,  that  they 
present  characteristics  in  one  way  or  another  of  the  various 
races  of  men  from  the  negro  up  to  the  Caucasian.  The  pre- 
dominant features  among  them  are  small,  wide-set,  dark  eyes, 
broad  and  high  cheek-bones,  causing  the  jaw,  which  is  full  and 
square,  to  often  appear  peaked ;  coarse,  straight  black  hair,  - 
small,  neatly-shaped  feet  and  hands,  together  with  brownish- 
yellow  complexion.  The  men  will  average  in  stature  five  feet 
four  or  five  inches;  the  women  less  in  proportion,  although 
there  are  exceptions  among  them,  some  being  over  six  feet  in 
height,  and  others  dwarfs. 

The  number  of  these  people,  including  those  of  Kodiak,  who 
resemble  the  Aleutians  only  as  Christians,  having  no  other  nat- 
ural or  blood  aflftnity,  is  about  5,000,  but  when  first  discovered 
by  the  Russians  they  were  four  and  five  times  as  many;  at  least 
20,000  were  living  on  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  the  Peninsular  in 
1760;  and  from  thjit  time,  in  obedience  to  that  natural  law 
which  causes  an  inferior  class  to  succumb  to  its  superior  when 
brought  into  opposition,  the  Aleuts  were  quickly  diminished  in 
number  until  it  bf^came  an  object  of  care  and  solicitude  on  the 
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part  of  the  Bassians  to  sn  ve  them  for  the  prosecution  of  tbe  for- 
trade.  In  1834  they  numbered  only  about  4,000,  Eodiak  in- 
cluded, and  therefore  they  have  not  diminished  nor  increased 
to  any  noteworthy  degree  during  the  last  forty  years.  Tbere 
has  been  a  slight  increase,  if  any,  up  to  the  present  time. 

When  first  discovered  they  were  livicg  in  large  "  yaurtit^  or 
*^ oo-laga-muh^  houses  partially  underground,  which  resemble 
very  much  such  a  structure  as  our  farmers  put  up  for  a  root- 
cellar,  with  the  difference  only  of  having  the  entrance  through 
a  bole  in  the  top,  going  in  and  out  on  a  rude  ladder  or  notched 
timber  post.  Some  of  these  yourts  were  very  large,  as  shown 
by  the  ruins  to-day ;  one  on  Oonimak  Island,  north  side,  is 
over  500  feet  in  length,  with  corresponding  width,  and  one  at 
Koshegan,  Ounalashka  Island,  the  foundations  still  standing, 
shows  that  it  was  87  yards  long  and  40  wide;  and  an  old 
woman  who  was  living  only  two  years  ago,  remembered  when 
her  people  lived  there,  and  called  it  '^a  handsome  house."  In 
these  yourts  they  lived  by  forties,  fifties,  and  hundreds  as  a 
single  family,  with  the  double  object  of  protection  and  warmth, 
where  fuel  was  so  scarce  and  precious. 

For  a  full  account  of  them  as  they  existed  when  first  visited 
by  the  Eussian  priests  I  can  do  no  better  than  call  attention  to 
the  history  of  their  lives  and  condition,  as  published  by  Father 
Yeniaminov,*  a  noble  missionary,  and  who  made  good  use  of  his 
time  in  recording  faithfully  the  custom  of  a  people  which  has 
been  entirel^"^  changed  by  Christianity  in  less  than  one  hundred 
years.  As  an  illustration,  showing  how  exceedingly  supersti- 
tious they  were  in  these  early  days,  I  may  mention  that  there 
is  a  small  stream  running  into  the  northwest  head  of  Beaver 
Bay,  Ounalashka  Island,  forming  a  very  pretty  little  water- 
fall, and  near  by  it  is  a  large  mass  of  dark  basaltic  rock ;  the 
water  of  this  creek  the  Aleuts  never  dared  to  drink  for  fear  of 
instant  death,  and  to  the  stone  they  paid  homage,  and  revered 
it  as  a  devil  petrified. 

As  they  are  living  at  this  time,  nearly  every  family  is  in. 
possession  of  a  hut  or  "  harrabkiej^^  built  partly  underground, 
walled  up  on  the  sides,  and  roofed  over  with  dirt  and  sod ;  a 
small  window  placed  at  one  end,  and  a  low  door  at  the  other, 
which  opens  into  a  low,  dark  alley,  which  in  turn  communi- 
cates with  the  living-room  by  another  small  door.    Thi3  living- 

•  A  translation  is  puljlished  in  Aliiska  and  its  Resources,  W.  H.  Dall :  Lee 
&  Sbepard,  1870. 
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TOOiD  is  not  large,  seldom  over  ten  feet  square,  and  often  not 
more  tban  seven  or  eight,  with  a  hard  earthen  or  wooden  floor ; 
the  walla  are  neatly  boarded  up  and  sometimes  papered  and  em- 
bellished with  pictures  of  church  saints.  In  this  room  the  A.leut 
•spends  most  of  his  time  when  not  hunting;  shuts  himself  np 
in  it  with  his  family,  builds  a  hot  fire,  lasting  only  a  few 
minutes,  in  the  little  stove  or  Russian  oven,  and  either  drinks 
cup  after  cup  of  tea,  or  stupefies  himself  with  *'  quaaa  ^  or 
native  beer,  and  lies  for  hours,  and  days  even,  in  dull,  stnpid 
enjoyment  on  his  pallet.  I  have  looked  into  a  barrabkie  where 
there  were  twenty  men,  women,  and  children  packed  into  a 
living-room  not  more  than  ten  feet  square,  all  drinking  tea, 
-with  the  perspiration  rolling  down  in  beady  streams  from 
every  face.  Many  of  these  huts  are  damp  and  exceedingly 
filthy,  while  others  are  dry  and  cleanly ;  but  the  temper  and 
disposition  of  the  Aleuts  is  that  of  improvidence  and  shiftless- 
ness,  and  all  exist,  with  a  few  exceptions,  as  a  matter  of  conrse, 
in  a  state  of  ignorance,  though  a  great  many  read  and  write, 
in  consequence  of  their  relationship  to  the  church,  the  services 
of  which  are  recited  in  the  Russian  tongue,  and  as  most  of  the 
subpriests,  deacons,  &c.,  are  recruited  from  the  ranks  of  the 
people  themselves,  (the  boys  only  being  educated  for  this  pur- 
pose,) a  large  proportion  of  them  speak  and  read  Russian  well 
enough  for  all  ordinary  use. 

The  manners  and  customs  of  these  i)eople,  to-day,  possess 
in  themselves  nothing  of  a  barbarous  or  remarkable  character, 
aside  from  that  which  belongs  to  a  state  of  advanced  semi- 
civilization.  They  are  exceedingly  polite  and  civil,  not  only  to 
their  trading  agents,  but  among  themselves,  and  visit  one  with 
another  freely  and  pleasantly,  the  women  being  great  gossips; 
but,  on  the  whole,  their  intercourse  is  very  quiet  indeed,  for  the 
topics  of  conversation  are  few,  and,  judging  from  their  silent 
but  unconstrained  meetings,  tliey  seem  to  have  a  mutual  knowl- 
edge, as  if  by  sympathy,  as  to  what  may  be  occupying  each 
other's  minds,  rendering  speech  superfluous.  It  is  only  when 
under  the  influence  of  beer  or  liquor  that  they  lose  their  natu- 
rally quiet  and  amiable  disposition  and  fall  into  drunken 
orgies. 

Having  been  so  long  under  the  control  and  influence  of  the 
Russians,  they  have  adopted  many  of  the  customs  of  the  latter, 
in  giving  birth-day  dinners,  naming  their  children,  &c.  They 
are  great  tea-drinkers,  but  seldom  use  coflfeo.      On  account 
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of  scarcity  of  fael,  they  ase  a  great  amoant  of  hard  bread,  soda 
and  sweet  crackers,  instead  of  baying  flour  and  baking  it. 

They  are  remarkably  attached  to  their  church,  which  is  weli 
adapted  to  them,  and  no  other  form  of  religion  could  be  better 
or  have  a  firmer  hold  upon  the  sensibilities  of  the  people. 
Their  chastity  and  sobriety  cannot  be  commended. 

As  parents,  they  are  very  indulgent  while  their  children  are 
infants  or  under  the  age  of  eight  or  nine  years,  but  when  this  age 
is  attained  by  their  offspring  they  become  harsh  disciplinarians 
and  task-masters,  putting  burdens  upon  young  shoulders  that  are 
heavy  enough  for  adults,  always  exacting  implicit  obedience. 
Though  many  children  are  bom,  the  mothers  are  not  successful  in 
rearing  them,  for  they  are  extremely  negligent  in  regard  to  air 
and  diet,  irregular  in  their  meals  and  slumbers,  shiftless  and  un- 
clean, and  they  frequently  indulge  in  intoxication  while  nurs- 
ing their  infants.  These  vices  cause  an  excessive  mortality 
among  the  children.  The  Aleuts  are  dependent  entirely  upon 
themselves,  except  at  the  Seal  Islands,  for  relief  and  aid  in 
case  of  illness,  yielding  themselves  to  such  treatment  as  they 
can  get  with  the  utmost  patience  and  resignation.  They  believe 
generally  in  a  mild  form  of  Shamanism,  or  in  the  laying  on  of 
hands,  which  is  practiced  usually  by  old  women. 

The  average  Aleut  is  a  bold,  hardy  trapper,  as  he  must  be  to 
bo  successful  as  a  sea-otter  hunter,  and  this  is  the  onl^^  profes- 
sion or  calling  that  his  country  can  offer  him.  He  is  a  patient, 
steady  workman,  and  supplies  as  good  manual  labor  as  could 
be  desired,  and  such  as  is  required  in  the  country.  The  Russians 
made  sailors,  navigators,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  store-keepers, 
&c.,  of  this  race ;  but  since  the  transfer  of  the  Territory  there 
are  too  many  of  our  own  people  of  that  class  idle  for  the  Aleut* 
to  compete  with,  and  who  come  directly  into  the  country  in  re- 
sponse to  any  demand  for  such  labor,  so  that  he  falls  back  upon 
the  sea-otter  as  his  sole  support  agoinst  a  relapse  into  barbar- 
ism. Competition  in  this  business  he  has  no  occasion  to  fear 
from  the  white  man,  who  would  never  consent  to  spend  the 
same  amount  of  skill  and  energy  for  the  returns  which  satisfy 
the  Aleutian  hunter. 

It  will  therefore  bo  evident  that  the  good  condition  of  the  na- 
tive hunters  of  this  Territory  is  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  the  traders  who  have  any  deep  interest  in  the  fur-trade  j  and 
it  is  not  remarkable,  in  view  of  the  clearness  of  the  case,  as  abore 
stated,  that  the  Aleuts  today  are  existing  in  greater  comfort^ 
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in  better  boases,  witb  greater  facilities  for  bantiDg,  and  receive 
better  pay  tban  they  ever  realized  before  for  their  skins.  Of 
this  I  am  confident,  by  personal  observation  of  the  present,  and 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  past  derived  from  the  archives  of  the 
Eassian  company,  and  the  history,  meager  bat  trae^  of  the 
early  traders  in  the  country.  The  enlightened  and  true  business 
I>olicy  adopted  by  the  agents  of  the  Alaska  Gommercial  Com- 
pany with  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
hunters  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  has  already  begun  to  bear  its 
golden  frait  in  an  immensely-increased  yield  of  sea-otters  every 
year.  This  statement  is  fully  corroborated  by  a  person  of  all 
men  in  the  whole  country  best  qualified  to  pass  an  independent 
and  correct  opinion.  Father  Innocent  Shiesnekov,  an  intelli- 
gent and  pious  Greek  Catholic  priest,  in  charge  of  the  Aleu- 
tians, who  was  born  and  raised  on  the  ground,  and  with  whom 
I  have  had  several  interviews  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  this 
chapter. 

There  is  one  general  evil,  not  confined  to  this  section  of  the 
Territory,  but  more  injurious  to  the  people  here  than  elsewhere, 
and  that  is  the  curse  of  beer  drinking  and  the  disorders  which 
arise  constantly  from  its  efiects.  These  people  have  an  inordi- 
nate) fondness  for  spirituous  liquors,  and  as  this  is  not  permitted 
to  be  made,  vended,  or  brought  into  the  Territory,  the  traders 
among  these  natives  keep  such  a  sharp  lookout  for  whisky- 
schooners,  that  the  traffic  is  thoroughly  suppressed  among  the 
Aleutians;  and  the  people,  therefore,  determined  to  have  some 
means  of  ministering  to  their  craving  appetites  for  strong  drink^ 
brew  a  thick,  sour,  alcoholic  beer,  by  fermenting  sugar,  hops, 
flour,  dried  apples,  &c.,  together,  in  certain  x>roportions,  with 
water,  and  many  of  them  manage  to  keep  intoxicated  and  stu- 
pefied for  weeks,  and  even  months,  at  a  time ;  beating  their 
wives  and  children,  destroying  their  houses,  and  recently,  on 
several  occasions,  committing  murder.  This  practice  uiakea 
every  one  of  the  settlements  at  frequent  intervals,  and  always 
after  the  return  of  a  successful  hunting-party,  a  scene  of  la- 
mentable debauchery,  which  can  only  be  stopped  either  by  pro- 
hibiting the  sale  or  importation  of  sugar  into  the  Territory,  or 
by  empowering  Government  agents  to  inflict  summary  punish- 
ment for  the  least  criminal  oflenses  growing  out  of  intoxication. 
So  great  severity  in  the  punishment  would  be  required,  for  it 
must  be  said,  to  their  credit,  that  they  are  naturally  a  law-abiding 
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people,  and  the  mere  presence  of  an  officer  is,  with  few  excep- 
tions, enough  to  secure  obedience. 

For  the  present  demoralization  among  the  natives  of  the  Ter- 
ritory in  this  respect  (and  it  is  a  vital  one)  the  Government 
alone  is  responsible.  The  people,  during  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  have  indulged  in  all  manner  of  excesses  while  under  the 
influence  of  beer,  and  have  observed  that,  do  what  they  will, 
from  beating  their  wives  up  to  cold-blooded  murder,  there  is 
no  authority  in  the  land  to  punish,  them ;  and  this  knowledge 
tends  to  continue  this  unhappy  state  of  affairs.  This  laxity  is 
an  injustice  toward  the  orderly  and  more  soberly-inclined  por- 
tion of  the  communities,  subjecting  them  to  the  control  of  the 
leaders  of  drunken  revels  and  to  an  immense  amount  of  unneces- 
sary suffering.  The  sea-otter  traders  would  gladly  pay,  in  the 
form  of  a  slight  tax  on  the  skins,  of  that  animal,  more  than 
enpugh  to  afford  a  liberal  salary  twice  over  for  the  services  of 
some  man  armed  with  authority  to  suppress  this  demoralization 
and  attend  to  other  urgent  matters  neglected  on  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

From  the  Aleuts  we  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  rest  of 
the  people  (Indians)  of  the  Territory,  who,  by  far  the  most 
numerous,  are  living  now  as  they  were  when  first  discovered, 
over  a  hundred  years  ago;  those  of  the  north,  belonging  to  the 
Eskimo  race  and  immediate  derivatives,  are  quite  amiable  in 
their  barbarism  when  compared  with  the  Koloshes  and  other 
tribes  of  Indians  proper  in  their  neighborhood.  Any  steps  that 
may  be  taken  for  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  these  Indians  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  however  well 
intended,  would  be  entirely  abortive.  If  they  work,  and  they 
frequently  do,  on  the  coasters  as  seamen,  and  about  the  sound 
and  Victoria  as  laborers,  wood-cutters,  &c.,  the  money  neces- 
sary for  a  debauch  or  a  gambling  game  is  the  incentive.  The 
condition  of  any  savage  people  is  one  that  arouses  the  sympathy 
of  benevolent  minds,  and  for  its  amelioration  has  absorbed  the 
best  energies  and  resources  of  hundreds  of  brave,  devoted  men 
who  have  labored  in  our  country,  but  the  result  of  such  labor 
can  only  be  successful  under  certain  conditions  of  life  and 
mental  constitution  of  a  savage  race  not  found  in  Alaska. 
The  Eussian  priests  energetically  struggled  with  these  Indians 
of  Alaska,  from  Bering's  Straits  down  to  Queen  Charlottes 
Island,  backed  up  and  cordially  aided  by  the  Russian- American 
Company,  which  hoped  to  gain  more  control  over  the  natives, 
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(and  would  have  done  so  bad  the  missioDaries  succeeded,)  but 
the  result  was  most  unsatisfactory.  A  thin  varnish  of  decency, 
honesty,  morality,  &c.,  was  put  on,  but  the  subject  had  to  be 
revarnished  every  day  or  his  evil  nature  would  continue  to 
shine  out. 

From  what  we  are  led  to  plainly  uuderstand  by  the  history 
of  well-directed  and  persistent  efforts  in  the  past,  we  can  only 
consider  the  present  condition  of  the  Indians  of  Alaska  as 
that  of  savages,  and  beyond  the  power  of  the  Government  or 
of  the  church  to  change  for  the  better.  If  they  were  a  people 
living  in  a  country  favorable  to  exertion  and  were  merely  lazy 
and  ignorant,  then  there  would  be  hope  with  some  assurance  of 
success  in  effecting  a  change  for  the  better,  but  the  case  is 
worse,  for  the  obstacles  are  insuperable. 

They  are  living  in  the  manner  customary  with  all  Indians 
who  have  an  abundance  of  fish  and  game,  and  when  they  suffer 
in  any  section  of  the  Territory,  as  they  frequently  do,  for  want 
of  food,  it  is  on  account  of  the  indolence  and  improvidence 
during  the  seasons  of  plenty,  for  all  of  these  people  on  the  main- 
land who,  at  regular  periods  of  the  year,  have  access  to  a  most 
lavish  profusion  of  fish  and  the  flesh  of  deer,  are  never  caught 
by  a  severe  winter  with  a  full  supply  of  provisions  on  hand, 
and  exist  through  the  long,  cold  spring-months  most  miserably, 
often  living  upon  their  skin-garments,  offal,  &c.  As  an  instance 
of  this  improvidence.  Captain  Hennig,  an  old  trader,  cites  the 
following  case:  At  the  mouth  of  the  Eoishak  Eiver,  which 
empties  into  Bristol  Bay  between  the  Peninsula  and  the  main- 
land, the  reindeer  pass  by  swimming  in  large  herds  across  in 
September  as  they  go  in  feeding  to  and  from  the  peninsula;  the 
natives  at  this  season  run  along  the  bank  as  the  deer  rise  from 
the  water  and  spear  them  with  great  ease  and  in  any  number 
that  fancy  or  want  may  dictate.  At  one  time  Captain  Hennig 
counted  here  seven  hundred  deer  carcasses  as  they  lay  rotting 
and  untouched  save  by  the  removal  of  the  hides;  not  a  pound 
of  meat  of  the  thousands  putrefying  had  been  saved  by  the 
natives,  who  would  be  living  perhaps  in  less  than  five  months 
in  a  state  of  starvation. 

These  Indians  are  not  steady,  persistent  hunters  like  the 
Aleuts ;  they  are  fickle,  and  have  far  less  to  gain  by  trade  in 
their  estimation  than  the  Aleutians,  who,  on  the  contrary,  are 
not  satisfied  with  a  small  amount  of  tobacco  and  a  few  beads, 
which  are  the  staple  commodities  with  the  Indians,  together 
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with  a  little  powder  and  ball.  The  Aleuts  want  good  clothes ; 
they  desire  to  dress  their  women  and  children  well ;  they  crave 
tea,  sugar,  flour,  &c.,  all  of  which  are.  simply  despised  by  the 
savage,  and,  consequently,  a  little  hunting  will  obtain  all  be 
wants  in  return  from  the  trader,  and  exertion  beyond  this,  on 
his  part,  appears  to  him  simply  absurd  or  ridiculous. 

While  th^  sea-otter  trade  in  Alaska,  therefore,  is  well  devel-. 
oped,  the  fur-trade  on  the  mainland  is  by  no  means  of  the 
importance  it  might  be  made  to  assume  were  the  hunting  as 
energetically  followed  up  as  is  that  prosecuted  by  the  people  of 
Kodiak  and  the  Aleutian  Islands ;  the  industry  and  energy, 
however,  of  our  traders  will  undoubtedly  add  largely  every  suc- 
ceeding year  to  the  yield,  in  creating  desire  among  the  Indians, 
and  thus  stimulating  exertion  on  their  part  in  hunting  so  as  to 
insure  its  gratification. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  description  of  these  Indians.  Their 
treacherous,  indolent  lives  have  been  most  accurately  and  fully 
described  by  a  score  of  writers ;  one  of  the  earliest,  that  of 
Portlock  and  Dixon,  in  1786, 1787,  and  1788,  reads  aa  if  it  had 
been  written  from  my  own  notes  taken  this  season,  so  little 
have  they  changed  in  the  main  of  habit  and  disposition.  Of 
course,  when  the  Russians  were  obliged,  in  1832,*  to  commence 
the  liquor-trade  with  them  in  self-defense  against  American 
adventurers  and  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  and  the  small-pox 
in  1835  swept  like  wild-fire  through  all  the  villages  on  the  north- 
west coast,  destroying  nearly  one- third  of  them,  the  combination 
of  two  such  terrible  evils,  whisky  and  the  plague,  demoralized 
and  diminished  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  never  have 
recovered  their  former  strength,  nor  is  it  now  probable  that  they 
^ill  recover  it. 

The  number  of  Indians  now  living  in  the  Territory  is,  accord- 
ing to  best  authority  and  my  judgment,  between  eighteen  and 
twenty  thousand.  Of  this  number,  between  ten  and  twelve 
thousand  belong  to  that  district  bounded  on  the  north  by  Cook'8 
Inlet  and  south  by  Fort  Simpson ;  the  remainder  inhabit  that 
stretch  of  country  reaching  from  Bristol  Bay  to  Kotzebue  Sound, 
and  back  into  the  far  interior,  where  there  are  several  tnbes, 
supposed  to  be  quite  numerous,  about  which  very  little  is 
known  even  by  the  traders. 

On  this  coast-line  of  Alaska,  between  Bering's  Straits  and 

•This  was  stopped  in  1842.  A  trejity  was  made  betwecu  them  and  the 
Hadson  Bcay  Company. 
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Fort  Simpson,  are  foand  six  distinct  tongues  through  which 
their  relations  of  affinity  may  be  traced,  viz:  the  Aleutian;  the 
Kodidk  ;  the  Kenai^  or  CooVa  Inlet ;  the  Tahkootaty  or  Mount 
Saint  Miaa  country  ;  the  SitJcan;  and  the  Kahgan^  or  Prince  of 
Wales  Island. 

The  Aleutian  tongue  is  the  language  of  the  inhabitants  ol 
the  Aleatian  Islands  and  part  of  the  Peninsula ;  it  is  divided 
into  two  dialects,  one  spoken  by  the  Aleuts  of  Atka,  and  the 
other  by  those  of  Ounalashka. 

The  KoDiAs:  tongue  is  the  root  of  all  the  dialects  spoken 
on  the  shores  of  Bering  Sea,  and  still  farther  north  and  to  the 
east ;  it  is  the  tongue  spoken  by  the  ClioochJcie  of  the  Asiatic 
side,  and'is  divided  into  six  distinct  dialects,  and  these  again 
subdivided,  so  that  the  Kodiak  root  is  the  language  of  the  fol- 
lowing tribes : 

The  MalemuteSj  of  Kotzebue  Sound,  Norton  Sound,  Port  Clar- 
ence, the  Diomedes,  King,  Sledge,  and  Saint  Lawrence  Islands. 

The  AziagmuteSy  of  Saint  Michael's,  part  of  the  Pastol  Bay 
and  as  far  north  as  Norton's  Sound. 

The  AgoolmuteSy  of  the  mouth  of  the  Yukon  Eiver. 

The  Magmutes,  between  CapeEomanzov  and  Cape  Avinov. 

The  KoskoquimSy  of  Koskoquim  Bay  and  Kiver. 

The  Aglahmutes^  of  the  Nushagak  country,  and  part  of  the 
Peninsula. 

The  Nunivalcsy  of  Nunivak  Island,  who  use  a  dialect  almost 
like  the  pure  Kodiak,  which  is  spoken  on  that  island. 

The  Koyouhonsy  of  the  Middle  Yukon  Eiver.  / 

The  IngaleekSy  of  the  Lower  Yukon  Eiver. 

The  ChoogakSy  between  Cape  Elizabeth  and  the  mouth  of 
Copper  Eiver,  (taking  all  the  south  shore  of  the  Kenai  Penin- 
sula and  Prince  William's  Sound.) 

The  Kenai  tongue  can  hardly  be  called  of  Kodiak  deriva- 
tion ;  it  is  divided  into  four  dialects: 

The  Kenaiy  of  the  Gulf  of  Kenai,  or  Cook's  Inlet. 

The  MaidnorskiCy  or  people  on  Copper  Eiver. 

The  KolchanSy  or  people  of  the  Upper  Koskoquim  Eiver — 
quite  a  large  tribe,  estimated  at  six  or  seven  thousand. 

The  KahvichpakSy  a  people  on  the  Upper  Yukon.    In  this  dia-      * 
lect  are  many  words  of  Kodiak  and  Yahkutat 

The  Kenai  language  is  the  most  difficult  of  all  the  Indian 
tongues,  so  abounding  in  a  profusion  of  harsh,  guttural  sounds 
that  their  own  savage  neighbors  frequently  try  in  vain  to  ac- 
'  quire  them  when  it  is  for  their  interest  to  do  so. 
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The  Yahkutat  tongue  is  spoken  only  by  the  people  of  Yah- 
kutat,  or  that  belt  of  coast  between  Litaya  Bay  and  Copper 
Eiver;  it  is  divided  into  two  dialects,  viz : 

The  Yahkutats,  from  Icy  Bay  to  Cross  Sound. 

The  OogalensJdej  from  mouth  of  Copper  Eiver  to  Icy  Bay. 

The  Sitka,  or  Eolosh  tongue,  is  spoken  by  all  the  Indians 
from  Lituya  Bay  to  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  the  Stickeen,  and 
without  any  dialects,  although  there  are  eight  or  ten  tribes,  and 
they  are  relatively  numerous. 

The  Kahegan,  or  Pbinge  of  Wales,  is  spoken  on  that 
island  and  Queen  Charlotte's,  and  completes  the  list  of  lan- 
guages in  the  Territory,  as  far  as  I  can  intelligently  compile 
and  arrange  them. 

From  the  tables  which  I  give  at  the  close  of  this  chapter,  the 
relative  iK)pulation  of  these  different  tribes  can  be  recognized, 
and  by  them  it  will  be  seen  that,  save  where  the  Aleutians  and 
Kodiakers  are  living,  together  with  a  number  of  Russian  half- 
breeds  or  Creoles,  there  are  no  organized  or  fixed  settlements 
in  the  Territory;  the  Indians  roaming  at  will  in  the  mountains 
and  over  the  plains  during  the  summer,  fishing  and  berrying 
principally,  until  the  severity  of  approaching  winter  drives  them 
back  to  underground  houses  in  the  north,  and  wooden  huts  and 
large  barracoons  by  the  sea  at  the  south,  where,  reeking  in  filth, 
four  and  five  months  are  passed  in  perfect  comfort  to  them,  pro- 
vided that  they  have  food — passed  in  sloth  and  sleep,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  proportion  of  them  who  are  marten,  mink, 
and  fox  trappers.  These  men  frequently  perform  an  astouishing 
amount  of  labor,  enduring  incredible  hardships,  should  they 
happen  to  be  ambitious,  but  this  is  a  very  rare  quality. 

The  two  leading  stations  in  the  Territory,  (excepting  the  Pry- 
bilov  Islands,)  both  with  regard  to  trade  and  population,  are  the 
villages  of  Ounalashka  and  Kodiak,  each  with  an  Aleut  and 
Creole  population  of  four  hundred,  more  than  double  the  num- 
ber occupying  any  other  settlement,  save  that  of  Belcovskie, 
which  has  two  hundred  and  forty-eight,  with  a  seaotter  trade 
fully  equal  or  superior  to  either  Ounalashka  or  Kodiak.  Then 
following  in  order  of  trade  and  population,  we  have  the  villages 
of  Unga,  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  souls  5  Atka,  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  souls ;  Oomnak,  of  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  souls ;  then  comes  Sitka,  with  a  population  to-day, 
principally  Russian  half-breeds,  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-six,* 
•  Not  counting  the  troops,  Government  employes,  or  Indians. 
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and  DO  trade  \?hat6ver  to  mention,  and  commercially  of  less 
importance  than  any  one  of  the  following  points,  in  addition  to 
the  list  above,  viz :  Koskoquim,  iN'nshagak,  and  Saint  Michael's. 
Even  should  trade  ever  be  re-established  in  Sitka,  it  would  con- 
sist principally  of  the  fnr  of  marten,  mink,  and  beaver,  with 
air-dried  deer-skins  j  but  as  matters  now  stand  in  the  Territory, 
there  is  no  future  for  Sitka;  a  change  only  in  the  supervision  of 
the  interest  of  the  Government  in  that  district  can  benefit  it, 
or  make  it  worth  the  attention  of  a  small  trader  to  live  there. 
On  this  point  I  speak  at  length  in  my  chapter  on  the  duty  of 
the  Government  in  this  respect. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  my  investigations  with  reference 
to  the  condition  of  the  people  of  Alaska  during  the  past  season 
may  be  given  briefly  as  follows:  That  the  Indians  are  living 
as  usual,  in  nearly  the  same  number  and  in  the  same  condition 
as  when  under  Eussian  rule,  with  the  marked  and  significant 
exception  that  they  have  been  under  no  restraint  whatever  by 
government  for  the  past  five  years,  such  as  they  were  ac- 
customed to  have  imposed  upon  them  by  the  old  rigime^  and 
that  this  is  rapidly  making  it  troublesome  and  dangerous  for 
small  traders  to  go  in  among  them  on  the  northwest  coast. 
Those  in  the  vicinity  of  Sitka  have  become  familiar  with  the  pro- 
cess of  distillation  of  whisky  from  molasses,  and  make  a  large 
amount  of  it  openly,  in  addition  to  what  they  get  by  illicit 
trading. 

The  Christian  Aleuts  and  Kodiakers  are  in,  if  anything,  a 
better  condition  than  at  the  time  of  the  transfer;  some  sec- 
tions, as  at  Ounalashka,  in  a  greatly  improved  state,  which  is, 
by  the  way,  promised  to  all  the  rest  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  if  proper,  prompt  steps  are  taken  by  Government. 
But  the  condition  of  the  small  population  of  Creoles,  chiefly  at 
Sitka,  is  changed  very  much  for  the  worse ;  they  were  store- 
keepers, clerks,  sailors,  traders,,  artisans,  &c.,  of  the  old  com- 
pany, and  there  is  no  longer  any  great  demand  for  that  labor 
in  the  country,  and  not  likely  to  be  during  their  lives,  at  least; 
they  are  unfortunate  in  not  having  the  training  or  the  energy 
to  make  good  hunters,  for  this  is  the  only  industry  the  Terri- 
tory holds  out  for  them.  To  say  that  they  are  now  in  spirit 
and  purse  poor,  is  true,  but  still  they  are  not  in  any  physical 
misery,  the  abundance  of  fish  and  game  preventiug  such  a  re- 
sult. From  my  observation  and  knowledge  of  them,  I  can  truly 
state  that  they  are  now  in  a  better  condition  in  the  Territory, 
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liviDg  as  they  do,  than  chey  would  be  anywhere  else  in  our 
country,  with  an  exceptional  case,  of  course,  here  and  there,  for 
they  are  not  distinguished  by  either  energy  or  industry,  as  a 
class. 

I  have  been  assured  by  the  Eussian  bishop  having  the  spirit- 
ual direction  of  affairs  in  the  Greek  Catholic  Church,  now  es- 
tablished in  the  Territory,  that  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  home  church  to  neglect  its  interest  there ;  that  he  is  at 
the  present  time  busily  engaged  in  fitting  a  class  of  young 
Eussians  for  the  work  of  priests  and  teachers  in  Alaska,  by 
giving  them  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  English  language  in 
addition  to  the  regular  course  of  discipline  usually  necessary 
for  his  church. 

If  w€y  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  attempt  to  teach  them, 
we  shall  soon  have  to  feed  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  paui>ers. 
All  they  need  is  to  be  sustained  and  protected  in  their  hunting 
industries,  as  is  indicated  in  the  following  chapter,  and  they 
will  take  care  of  themselves. 
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CHAPTER    III, 

THE   DUTY   OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  WITH  REGARD 
TO  THE  TERRITORY  AND  ITS  PEOPLE. 

The  measures  which  are  dow  in  force  for  the  support  of  law 
and  order  in  the  Territory  are  entirely  inadequate  and  costing 
much  more  than  a  correct  and  efficient  system  would.  The 
case  is  a  plain  one,  and  the  facts  in  regard  to  it  are  as  follows : 

The  Territory  of  Alaska  was  received  from  the  hands  of  a 
powerful  fur-trading  organization  which  held  absolute  sway 
over  the  entire  domain,  even  to  the  life  and  death  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  which  had  governed  the  land  despotically  for  more 
than  sixty  years.  It  was  fully  prepared  at  any  moment  to 
carry  out  its  orders,  and  was  supported  by  a  small  fleet  of  sail 
and  steam  vessels,  and  a  regularly-organized  troop  of  employes 
and  retainers,  over  two  thousand  in  number,  placed  here  and 
there  throughout  the  country,  the  headquarters  being  at  Sitka, 
for  political  reasons. 

War  and  revenue-marine  vessels,  with  duly-authorized  officers 
and  agents,  were  sent  to  the  principal  stations,  villages,  and 
ports,  where  they  ran  up  our  flag  and  loudly  proclaimed  the  lact 
to  the  people,  or  natives,  that  they  were  now  free  and  independ- 
ent 5  that  no  person  or  parties  had  the  power  to  control  or  di- 
rect their  trade  in  furs,  or  any  other  matter  to  which  they  might 
turn  their  attention ;  that  crime  of  all  description,  theft,  mur- 
der, &c.,  would  be  promptly  dealt  with,  and  that  the  agents  of 
the  American  Government  would  visit  them  at  irregular  though 
frequent  intervals,  or  upon  call,  with  these  vessels  fully  prepared 
to  enforce  and  execute  the  law.  This  was  done  in  1868  and  1869. 
This  is  all  that  has  been  done,  and  to-day,  as  matters  are  con- 
ducted, the  country  is  as  far  from  control  by  our  Government 
as  though  it  were  a  foreign  land,  the  agents  of  the  Government, 
both  military  and  civil,  being  unable  to  exercise  any  effectual 
supervision  over  the  affairs  of  the  Territory,  or  to  enforce  the 
laws. 

The  propriety  of  quartering  troops  in  this  Territory  may  be 
seriously  questioned ;  for  where  any  considerable  body  of  na- 
tives exist  they  will  be  found  upon  the  seaboard  and  estuaries, 
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and  the  only  way  by  which  their  villages  can  be  reached  is  by 
water.  Traveling  by  land  is  simply  impossible,.80  that  to-day 
the  two  companies  of  artillery  at  Sitka  are  entirely  nnable  to 
correct  the  most  wanton  outrage  which  the  Indians  might  see 
fit  to  perpetrate  but  a  mile  from  their  sentry-lines. 

The  practical  result  of  quartering  troops  among  people  like 
these  in  Alaska  is  bad.  The  communities  thus  visited  were 
not  remarkable  for  sobriety,  morality,  or  industry  before  the 
coming  of  our  troops,  but  after  their  arrival  the  change  for  the 
worse,  wherever  the  natives  were  brought  in  contact  with  them, 
was  very  marked.  Honorable  officers  find  it  sufficiently  diffi- 
cult to  restrain  their  subordinates  in  camps  and  posts  remote 
from  demoralizing  temptation,  but  when  their  men  are  sar- 
rounded  by  simple  natives  who  will  sell  themselves  for  rum  and 
tobacco,  the  inevitable  result  follows  of  debauchery  and  intem- 
perance. The  history  of  the  military  occupation  of  this  Terri- 
tory by  our  Government,  although  brief,  reflects  no  honor  upon 
the  troops,  and  is  a  most  unfortunate  one  for  the  natives  with 
whom  they  came  in  contact,  so  much  so  that  all  the  posts 
throughout  the  Territory  have  been  discontinued  except  that 
of  Sitka,  of  which  the  law,  I  believe,  compels  a  continuance, 
and  which,  I  trust,  will  be  soon  repealed  for  the  relief  of  the 
troops,  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  also  a  saving  of  an- 
necessary  expense  to  the  public  Treasury  in  moving  the  sol- 
diers to  and  from  the  Territory  and  of  subsidizing  a  mail- 
steamer  to  carry  their  letters,  &c. 

The  present  statute,  which  provides  ostensibly  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Territory,  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  col- 
lector of  customs  and  four  or  five  deputies  there,  the  former  lo- 
cated at  Sitka,  the  others  at  Ounalashka,  Kodiak,  and  Wran- 
gel,  where  they  are  able  only  to  conjecture  as  to  the  condition 
of  revenue  details  in  their  respective  districts,  for  they  are  un- 
able to  leave  their  posts.  The  collector  of  customs  can  exer- 
cise no  adequate  vigilance  against  the  illicit  manufacture  and 
trade  in  whisky,  smuggling,  &c.,  with  the  sailing-cutter  which 
is  allotted  to  this  district.  A  small  steam-vessel  alone  can  fol- 
low these  traders  and  smugglers  through  the  innumerable  nar- 
row and  intricate  channels  and  fjiords  of  the  Aleutian  and 
Alexander  Archipelagoes. 

With  the  present  sailing-cutter,  no  calculation  can  be  made 
with  reference  to  her  movements ;  she  is  at  the  mercy  of  wind 
and  tide  3  how  long  will  be  her  trip  to  a  given  place,  and  when 
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she  will  return,  no  satisfactory  conjectare  can  be  made ;  she 
may  be  absent  but  a  few  days,  and  the  absence  may  be  protracted 
a  month.  If  the  natives  were  to  seize  a  trader's  schooner  a 
hundred,  or  even  fifty,  miles  away  from  Sitka,  and  were  the  col- 
lector to  get  instant  word  of  it,  weeks  might  elapse  before  the 
sailing-cutter  could  get  npon  the  ground  of  the  outrage,  and 
would  even  then  be  utterly  unable  to  follow  the  outlaws. 
There  is  no  trading  done  at  Sitka ;  the  «ight  or  ten  thousand 
Indians  between  Cross  Sound  and  Fort  Simpson  trade  entirely 
in  the  inshore  passages  and  channels  with  all  sorts  of  men  and 
craft ;  what  is  going  on  no  one  knows,  and,  as  matters  now 
stand,  the  collector  and  his  deputies  are  certainly  not  to  blame 
if  they  never  know. 

As  matters  now  stand,  the  town-site  of  Sitka  is  the  only  place 
in  the  Territory  where  the  merest  shadow  of  ability  exists  t)n 
the  part  of  the  Government*  to  sustain  law  and  order,  protect 
property,  &c.  The  troops  there  stationed  are  utterly  helpless  to 
do  anything  outside  of  their  station,  and  what  is  more,  the  Indi- 
ans know  it  and  laugh  at  them  when  they  are  reproached  and 
warned  for  misdemeanors.  The  collector  of  customs  has  a  sail- 
ing-cutter, which  is  of  no  earthly  use,  for  she  cannot  be  used 
in  the  intricate  inside  passages,  where  the  principal  body  of 
natives  live,  and  can  at  the  best  make  a  wide,  shy  visit  to  Ko- 
diak  or  Ounalashka,  or  some  such  outside  sea  port,  and  then 
is  at  the  mercy  of  the  most  fickle  and  uncertain  weather  for 
sailing,  so  that  no  calculation  can  be  made  upon  her  going  or 
coming. 

The  natives  of  the  Territory  have  been  living  since  the  trans- 
fer under  noefiectual  government  restraint — a  sudden  and  per- 
nicious change  from  the  strict  Bussian  rigime  ;  for  now  every- 
where in  the  Aleutian  Islands  and  at  Eodiak  the  natives  are 
in  the  habit  of  drinking  "  quass,"  or  home-brewed  beer,  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  bids  fair  to  ruin  them  unless  checked.  The 
leaders  in  drunken  orgies  are  getting  perfectly  reckless,  for  they 
have  noted  the  fact  that  during  the  past  five  years  there  has 
been  no  punishment  or  notice  taken  by  proper  authority  of 
crime,  including  theft,  wife-beating,  and  murder ;  that  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  the  shadow,  even,  of  suspicion  or  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  of  which  they  have  only  heard  and 
know  nothing. 

That  these  people  have  not  behaved  worse  during  the  last 
two  or  three  years  in  their  present  life  of  unchecked  license  is 
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a  strong  evidence  of  their  natarally  amiable  and  law-abiding 
disposition,  and  it  is  manifestly  wrong  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  allow  the  disorderly  element  in  the  Aleutian  and 
Indian  communities  to  gather  such  strength  by  continued  inat- 
tention ;  for  it  is  leading  to  the  rapid  demoralization  of  the 
Aleutians,  and  is  making  it  unsafe  for  white  traders  to  venture 
singly  among  the  ludiaus.  I  therefore  most  earnestly  call 
attention  to  a  plan  for  reform  in  the  Territory,  which  will  not 
annually  draw  from  the  Treasury  more  tban  half  of  what  is 
received  every  year  from  the  tax  netted  from  the  Seal  Islands 
alone. 

The  annual  revenue  derived  by  the  Government  from  the  Ter- 
ritory, about  $300,000  net,  is  sufficient  to  support  the  proposed 
system  of  government,  and  afford  an  unexpended  balance^ 
every  year,  of  from  $100,000  to  $150,000;  and  it  would  also 
result,  in  a  very  few  years,  in  adding  greatly  to  the  receipts. 

The  following  is  the  plan,  after  much  deliberation,  which  I 
venture  to  propose :  ♦ 

1.  Withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the  Territory. 

2.  The  placing  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  Kodiak  where 
he  can  live  without  the  slightest  danger  of  iiJjur3'from  savages, 
although  if  left  alone  at  Sitka  he  would  be  subjected  to  no  ac- 
tual risk.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  central  point  for  the 
action  of  the  revenue-ofi&cers  should  be  at  Sitka  in  preference 
to  either  Kodiak  or  Ounalashka ;  both  of  the  latter  being  better 
situated,  with  ten  times  the  amount  of  trade,  and  double  the 
law-abiding  population  ;  but  the  deputy,  now  at  Kodiak,  might 
be  transferred  to  Sitka. 

3.  A  small  revenue-steamer  should  be  provided,  with  a  single 
gun,  and  having  compound  engines,  so  that  she  will  use  but 
three  or  four  tons  of  coal  per  diem,  and  steam  seven  to  eight 
knots  per  hour,  and  fitted  with  spars  to  take  advantage  of 
favoring  winds.  Such  a  vessel  could  move  •  to  any  point  on 
brief  notice.  She  should  cruise  steadily  throughout  the  year,  for 
she  would  move  in  good,  sheltered  channels.  The  appearance 
of  this  vessel,  at  frequent  intervals,  would  be  all  that  is 
necessary  to  guarantee  security  of  life  and  property  to  traders 
throughout  the  entire  district.  Her  cruising- trips  would  estab 
lish  a  prompt  means  of  communication  between  posts;  and  she 
could  visit  Tongass   or    Fort    Simpson  every  two  or  three 

•Always  excepting  the  Prybilov  Gronp  of  Seal  Islands,  which  are  well  pro- 
vided for  by  special  acts  of  Congress,  approved  July  1, 1870,  and  March  5, 1872 
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moDths  and  obtain  the  mail  for  tlie  Territory,  which  the  reve- 
nae-cutter  stationed  on  Paget  Sound  should  be  detailed  to 
bring  at  preconcerted  intjervals  of  two  or  three  months,  and,  by 
so  doing*,  give  the  Territory  a  mail-system. 

4.  The  abolition  of  the  present  subsidized  mail-steamer 
which  runs  between  Portland  and  Sitka.  The  handful  of  white 
citizens  there,  only  two  of  them  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
have  no  more  right  to  claim  the  privilege  of  a  mail-steamer, 
which  now  runs  for  their  benefit  exclusively^  than  have  the  in- 
habitants of  Kodiak,  Ounalashka,  or  Saint  Michael's,  or  half  a 
dozen  other  villages  of  greater  population  or  of  more  impor- 
tance in  this  Territory. 

5.  The  appointment  of  an  agent,  a  man  of  character  and  edu- 
cation, who  will  have  an  opportunity  to  keep  the  Government 
well  informed  of  the  exact  condition  of  the  people  in  the'  Terri- 
tory and  its  resources,  by  reason  of  the  facilities  for  travel 
afforded  by  the  revenue-steamer. 

6.  The  extension  Of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  Oregon 
or  Washington  Territory  over  this  Territory,  so  that  when  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  Territory,  guilty  of  murder,  arson,  &c., 
are  arrested  and  sent  ^own  for  trial,  they  can  be  punished, 
and  not  permitted  to  escape,  as  they  have  been  in  more  than 
one  case  already,  for  want  of  this  jurisdiction. 

7.  The  laws  relating  to  our  mining-lands  might  be  so  ex- 
tended as  to  include  the  Territory  of  Alaska.  Gold  and  silver, 
copper,  iron,  and  coal  exist  here,  and  there  is  no  predicting 
what  the  future  may  bring  forth,  ibv  prospectors  are  constantly 
at  work. 

By  placing  matters  in  the  Territory  on  such  a  footing  as  I 
have  described,  at  least  some  definite  approach  to  a  system  of 
law  and  order  would  be  initiated.  There  would  be  a  steady 
and  prompt  means  of  communication  between  all  the  stations 
where  life  and  property  exist.  No  whisky-smuggling  or  op- 
pression of  the  natives  could  be  carried  on  without  its  speedy 
apprehension  and  suppression,  and  the  petty  crimes  which  are 
so  aggravating  and  demoralizing  at  present  throughout  the 
Territory  would  quickly  cease.  The  annual  revenue  now 
derived  from  the  Territory  is  more  than  sufficient  to  support 
the  whole  system  recommended. 

Beyond  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  in  my  judgment,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  nothing  more  is  required  by  the 
Territory  and  its  people.    Any  scheme  of  establishing  Indian 
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reservations  or  agencies  in.this  country,  with  an  idle  and  mis- 
chieTons  retinue  of  superintendents,  chaplains,  and  school- 
teachers, seems  to  me  entirely  uncalled  for.  Tbe  pcjople  here 
are  keen  hunters  and  quick-witted  traders,  and  need  no  help 
or  care  beyond  that  I  have  indicated.  Such  of  them  as  are 
christianized  have  long  ago  embraced  the  Greek  Catholic  faith, 
and  adhere  to  it  with  devotion.  The  rest,  or  Indians,  as  they 
are  called,  are  just  as  far  from  being  in  a  Christian  state  of 
mind  as  they  were  when  first  approached  by  the  Bussian  priests, 
over  a  hundred  years  ago. 

With  regard  to  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  better 
class  of  the  natives,  that  is,  the  Christian  Aleuts,  there  appears 
to  be  one  invincible  obstacle.  The  children,  speaking  a  strange 
tongue,  will  not  attend  school,  and  their  parents,  as  a  body, 
will  either  prevent  or  discourage  them  by  positive  command, 
or  by  utter  indifference.  If  they  are  to  be  educated,  their  church 
alone  can  do  it.  It  now  controls  them  perfectly  in  this  matter 
of  education. 

That  the  children  will  not  attend  school  has  been  most 
thoroughly  tested  already,  not  only  by  the  Eussians,  but  by 
ourselves  during  the  past  four  years  on  the  Seal  Islands.  In 
1835  a  school  was  opened  at  Ounalashka,  and  presided  over  by 
one  of  the  most  indomitable  and  excellent  of  men,  Yeniaminov, 
who  tells  us  that  in  this  settlement  of  over  275  souls  then,  only 
"  twelve  boys  could  be  brought  together."  When  more  than 
this  is  wanted  by  Alaska  in^the  way  of  legislation  by  Govern- 
ment, it  will  suggest  itself  in  due  time,  and  in  reason. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER    IV. 

TRADE   IN  THE  TERRITORY,  AND    THE    TRADERS, 
STATIONS,  STATISTICS,  ETC. 

Trade  is  devoted  chiefly  to  furs,  with  occasional  dealings 
in  oil  and  ivory  5  it  is  divided  among  a  few  parties,  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  having  a  largcpreponderance,  by  virtue 
of  greater  resources  and  greater  energy,  than  any  or  all  of  its 
competitors  combined;  the  sagacity  of  its  traders,  and  the  kind- 
ness with  which  they  treat  the  natives,  have  resulted  in  even 
more  than  quadrupling  the  yield  of  furs  in  the  Yukon  and 
Ounalashka  districts,  as  reported  by  the  Russian  American  Fur 
Company  at  the  time  of  the  transfer.  The  oi)eration  of  this 
company  is  confined  to  the  country  west  from  Kraiak,  embracing 
the  Aleutian  Islands,  where  they  at  the  present  time  have  but 
little  competition  ;  on  the  Yukon,  Koskoquim,  and  Ounalash- 
ka they  are  opposed  by  Charles  Jansen,  and  by  David  Shirpser 
at  Belcovskie  and  Kodiak,  and  a  number  of  small  traders  and 
whalers  in  Kotzebue  Sound.  The  trade  east  of  Kodiak,  up 
Cook's  Inlet,  down  the  coast  back  of  Sitka,  to  Fort  Simpson, 
is,  80  far  as  is  known — for  I  was  unable  to  examine  this  dis- 
trict— given  up  to  small  traders  who  ply  in  and  out  in  light 
schooners,  canoes,  &c.,  and,  doubtless,  is  quite  extensive  and 
largely  illicit,  for  the  natives  will  not  trade  at  Sitka  for  money ; 
BO  the  inference  plainly  is  that  they  dispose  of  their  furs  for 
whisky,  &c.,  in  the  inshore  passages,  where  smuggling  can  be 
carried  on. 

When  the  Russian  traders  first  opened  up  the  country  the 
natives  were  everywhere  found  engaged  in  fierce  intestine  wars, 
and  not  prosecuting  the  chase  of  fur-bearing  animals  more 
than  enough  to  supply  themselves  wHh  skins  for  manufac- 
ture into  garments ;  depending  on  the  sea  for  their  i)rincipal 
means  of  subsistence. 

They  used  the  skin  of  the  sea-otter  and  beaver  generally  for 
cloaks,  employing  usually  three  sea-otters  for  one  cloak }  one  of 
these  skins  was  cut  into  two  pieces  and  afterward  sewed  to- 
gether, so  as  to  form  a  square,  and  were  loosely  tied  about  the 
shoulders  with  small  leather  strings,  fastened  on  each  side ;  it 
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was  the  sight  of  these  sea-otter  cloaks  that  excited  the  greed 
and  cupidity,  and  stimulated  the  adventurous  trips  made  by  the 
first  Eussian  traders  in  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  the  weari- 
some voyages  of  the  English  and  French  to  the  coast  of  Van- 
couver's Island,  and  to  the  northward  as  far  as  Cook's  Inlet,  so 
early  as  1785>'86.  The  beauty  and  value  of  the  skin  of  the  sea- 
otter  alone  drew  men,  who,  in  spite  of  all  danger,  visited  every 
mile  of  the  rugged  coast  of  this  Territory,  nearly  a  hundred 
years  ago,  in  rude,  clumsy  ships  and  shallops,  and  depended 
upon  ruder  nautical  instruments,  without  charts,  &c. 

The  hardships  endured^and  perils  encountered  by  these  hardy, 
indomitable  adventurers  can  be  appreciated  only  by  the  seaman 
of  to-day,  who  may  sail  in  their  tracks,  provided  with  a  gener- 
ally correct  chart  of  a  coast  then  absolutely  unknown,  in  the 
best  sailing-vessels,  fully  equipped  with  perfect  nautical  instru- 
ments, and  yet  this  modern  sailor  cannot  sleep  day  or  nigbt 
with  safety  while  he  is  on  the  coast  or  among  the  islands,  so 
severe  is  the  t^l. 

The  first  great  demand  by  the  natives  in  the  Territory,  as  an 
equivalent  for  their  furs,  was  iron  ;  the  English  traders  used  to 
make  it  up  into  thick  wrought  bands,  about  eighteen  inches  to 
two  feet  in  length,  with  a  breadth  of  two  inches,  called  *^  toes ; " 
for  one  of  these,  at  first,  they  readily  procured  a  fine  sea-otter 
or  two,  and  a  hatchet  would  obtain  two  or  three ;  tobacox),  the 
present  great  staple  of  trade,  was  then  scarcely  in  demand, 
but  soon  became  so  ;  flour,  when  given  by  the  Bussians  to  some 
Aleuts  at  Onnalashka,  in  1788,  was  taken  by  them  up  to  a  hill- 
top and  thrown  by  handfuls  to  the  wind,  the  natives  enjoying 
the  sight  of  the  mock  snow-storm  spectacle  much  more  than 
the  use  of  the  material  for  food ;  over  on  the  mainland,  when 
crackers  and  sugar  were  given  to  some  natives,  at  Nushagak, 
they  spit  it  from  their  mouths  with  disgust,  wearing  an  expres- 
sion of  exceeding  dislike  for  the  strange  food  ^  lead  pleased 
the  Aleutians  at  first  very  much,  it  could  be  cut  and  fashioned 
so  readily,  but  the  most  determined  trials  on  their  part  failed, 
of  course,  to  make  it  retain  a  cutting-edge,  and  they  finally  gave 
it  up. 

By  degrees,  however,  and  quite  rapidly,  iron  with  form  of 
spear  heads,  axes,  knives,  kettles,  &c.,  became  a  drug  among 
the  people  generally,  and  a  taste  for  the  wearing  of  cotton 
and  woolen  goods,  the  use  of  tea  and  tobacco,  caused  the  natives 
of  the  Aleutian  Islands  to  strain  every  nerve  in  hunting  the  fiea> 
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otter,  and  so  effectually  did  they  do  so  that  the  animals  dimin- 
ished in  a  very  short  time  to  but  a  fraction  of  their  former 
number;  but  the  natives  of  the  mainland,  a  very  different  class 
of  people,  and  incapable  of  living  in  as  advanced  a  civilization 
as  the  Aleutians,  were  never  aroused,  and  never  will  be,  to  any 
such  activity  by  any  legitimate  effort  to  trade ;  they  only  covet 
tobacco  and  rum,  and  a  little  of  either,  used  as  an  Indian  uses 
them,  goes  a  long  way. 

Therefore,  while  we  may  say  that  the  fur-trade  of  the  Aleu- 
tian Islands  and  the  Peninsula,  as  far  as  Kodiak,  has  been  and 
is  to-day  developed  to  its  full  importance,  it  is  very  evident 
that,  with  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  Territory,  the  annual  yield 
can  be  and  will  be  greatly  augmented  by  the  exertions  of  our 
energetic  and  industrious  traders  who  are  now  scattered  in 
keen  rivalry  over  the  ground. 

By  the  very  nature  of  the  business,  character  of  country, 
and  climate  of  Alaska,  white  men  will  never  themselves  do  any 
fiea-otter  huuting  or  mainland  trapping;  it  rests  solely  with 
the  natives,  and  the  annual  yield  depends  entirely  upon  the 
exertions  which  these  people  may  be  inclined  to  make  as  a 
means  of  procuring  coveted  articles  in  the  hands  of  the  traders. 
The  hardship  and  privation  to  which  the  fox  and  marten  trap- 
pers, and  especially  the  sea-otter  hunters,  are  subjected  while 
in  pursuit  of  their  quarry  are  very  great,  yet  not  so  great  but 
that  white  men  could  endure  and  would  endure  them  did  it  pay 
well  enough ;  but  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  tables 
giving  the  fur  yield  of  the  Territory  that  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  hunters,  all  of  whom  are  more  or  less  skillful,  the 
retnrn  is  a  small  one,  and  would  not  equal  the  earnings  of  the 
ordinary  mechanic  or  day-laborer  in  our  country,  with  the 
marked  exception  of  the  wages  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Seal 
Islands,  who  live  better  and  receive  more  pay  than  a  majority 
of  our  people  who  are  dependent  upon  manual  labor  for  support. 

The  life  and  labor  of  the  trader  on  the  mainland  and  islands 
is  one  of  much  discomfort,  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year 
of  incessant  activity.  A  chief  trader,  though  burdened  with 
much  responsibility,  lives  quietly  and  comfortably  at  the  re- 
doubt or  station  where  he  is  posted,  the  headquarters  usually 
of  a  very  large  district :  but  the  trading  is  all  done  by  deputy 
traders,  who  are  under  the  control  of  this  head  officer.  These 
men  start  out  from  the  post  alone,  perhaps  accompanied  by  an 
Indian,  with  a  dog-team  and  sled,  which  is  loaded  with  several 
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hundred-weight  of  goods,  such  as  are  likely  to  be  most  prized 
by  the  tribes  they  iutend  to  visit  for  the  purposes  of  trade, 
usually  tobacco,  calico,  beads,  and  powder  and  ball,  caps,  &c.; 
but  the  great  bulk  is  generally  tobacco.  These  men  start  in 
the  dead  of  winter,  provided  with  nothing  but  a  blanket,  a 
tent,  a  few  pounds  of  dried  meat  or  fish,  and  tea,  and  go  in 
this  way  from  tribe  to  tribe,  from  settlement  to  settlement, 
until  the  intended  circuit  is  made  or  the  goods  disi)osed  of. 

When  the  trader  reaches  a  settlement  he  inquires  if  the 
Indians  there  have  any  furs;  if  so,  he  pitches  his  tent  and 
unpacks  his  goods  under  it,  seats  himself  in  the  middle,  near 
an  aperture  in  the  tent,  so  that  the  natives  may  approach  and 
look  in  upon  his  assortment.  Their  skins  are  then  passed 
through  the  opening  with  an  intimation  of  what  is  desired 
from  the  trader's  stock  in  exchange.  The  trader  examines  the 
skins,  tosses  them  over  into  a  common  heap,  and  tears  off  the 
cloth  or  passes  out  the  tobacco  as  the  Indians  require;  and 
this  continues  till  the  business  is  concluded. 

If  the  trader  finds  at  the  close  of  his  trading  at  any  one  or 
more  settlements  that  the  bulk  or  weight  of  his  furs  is  too  great 
for  removal  on  his  sled,  he  gives  the  surplus  into  the  care  ot 
some  one  of  the  people,  counting  over  to  him  in  the  prejsence 
of  the  whole  village  all  the  skins.  This  man  takes  charge  and 
honestly  guards  them  until  the  trader  comes  in  person  or  sends 
for  them,  and  the  whole  community  seems  to  feel  as  if  their 
reputation  were  at  stake,  for  they  will  neither  molest  the 
trader's  cache  nor  permit  others  to  do  so.  This  is  certainly  a 
strange  and  most  noteworthy  characteristic  of  the  Indians  ot 
the  great  interior  of  Alaska,  designated  in  this  report  as  the 
Yukon  district. 

The  trading  on  the  northwest  coast,  however,  from  Puget 
Sound  up  to  Prince  William's  Sound,  was  and  is  conducted  in 
a  very  different  manner  from  that  of  the  Yukon  district.  Here 
the  traders,  large  and  small,  employed  vessels  varying  from 
steamers  of  considerable  size  to  sloops.  Since,  however,  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Kussian  American  Company  from  the  Terri- 
tory, and  the  steamer  Labouchere  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany, but  one  trading-steamer  remains  upon  this  coast,  viz,  the 
old  Otter,  the  property  of  the  last-naoied  corporation.  Sailing- 
vessels,  small  schooners  principally,  monopolize  the  trade,  and 
^f  these  there  are  eight  or  ten  at  least. 

The  practice  of  these  trading- vessels  is  to  cruise  along  the 
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xsoast,  running  into  the  numerous  canals,  channels,  and  harbors 
so  characteristic  of  the  region,  where  they  come  to  an  anchor, 
within  easy  reach  of  the  shore,  and  wait  for  the  natives  to 
come  off  to  them  in  their  canoes  laden  with  whatever  they 
may  possess  fit  for  barter.  The  trading  itself  is  tedious  be- 
yond all  measure.  The  natives  will  sit  in  their  canoes 
iiround  the  vessel  for  hours  before  showing  the  least  atten- 
tion or  desire  for  business;  then  when  it  does  begin  the 
haggling  baffles  description ;  each  Indian  after  the  other  try- 
ing to  get  a  little  more  than  his  predecessor,  no  matter  how 
slight  or  insiguificaut  it  may  be.  The  traders  of  course  dare 
not,  even  to  gain  precious  time,  deviate  from  an  invariable 
rule  or  tariff  in  barter,  and  so  the  slow  exchange  goes  on.  The 
Indians  throughout  this  whole  section  are  shrewd  and  artful 
traders,  and  do  not  scruple  to  adopt  any  means  by  which  they 
can  outwit  or  deceive  the  white  trader,  so  that  it  is  unfortu- 
nately a  case  of  diamond  cut  diamond  wherever  traders  meet 
the  natives  of  the  northwest  coast  to-day. 

With  the  Indians  of  the  Territory  trade  is  carried  on  with- 
out the  use  of  coin,  but  on  the  Aleutian  Islands,  among  the 
Christian  Aleuts,  the  people  take  cash  for  their  furs  and  pay 
over  the  counters  of  the  different  stores  for  their  goods ;  and 
this  necessitates  the  keeping  of  accounts,  since  the  traders 
often  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  give  credit  to  a  penniless 
hunter.  These  accounts  the  Aleuts  keep  in  very  good  shape, 
and  they  are  seldom  in  error  over  their  reckoning. 

The  Eussians  pursued  a  different  course  from  our  people  in 
conducting  their  trade  in  this  region,  where  they  were  free  from 
the  competition  of  rival  traders.  Baranov,  the  real  founder 
and  maker  of  the  Russian  American  Company,  was  a  man  of 
indomitable  energy  and  foresight,  and  gave  the  affairs  of  the 
company  his  vigilant  personal  supervision  ever^'where  and  at 
all  times,  but  his  successors  were  unlike  him,  and  made  no 
exertion  to  pay  dividends  to  the  stockholders,  or  to  pay  debts. 
All  of  these  gentlemen,  with  one  exception,  General  Vivia- 
tovskie,  were  oflScers  of  the  imperial  fleet,  and  lived  in  official 
rotation  at  Sitka,  which  was  selected  in  preference  to  Kodiak 
as  a  better  position  in  which  to  menace  and  repel  the  advances 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  people  along  the  coast  belonging  to 
Alaska.  They  were  surrounded  by  a  troop  of  subordinates, 
living  without  regard  to  cost  or  expenditure  of  time  or  labor  j 
a  fleet  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  vessels,  steam  and  sail.    Indeed, 
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no  better  commentary  on  the  management  can  be  made  thao 
a  reference  to  their  archives,  where  in  almost  any  one  year, 
look,  for  instance,  January,  1863,  (Techmainov,  vol.  ii,  p.  224,) 
at  this  table  showing  the  number  and  distribution  of  the  em- 
ployes ami  dependents : 


Districts. 

Knssians,  Fins, 
and  foreigners. 

Bassian  Creoles. 

Alentes     and 
KurUes. 

TotaL 

District  of  Sitka 

District  of  Kodiak... 
DistrictofOnualashka 

Jfrn. 

418 

129 

4 

2 

33 

1 

Women, 
50 

1 

Men. 
210 
480 
131 
94 
25 
4 

Women. 
300 
489 
125 
106 
21 
5 

Men. 
36 
1,010 
749 
3G7 
14 
126 

Women. 

31 
983 
835 
342 

11 
108 

Men. 

664 
1,619 
884 
463 
71 
131 

Women. 
381 
1,473 
960 

District  of  At ka 

449 

District  of  Yukon 

32 

District  of  Kurilos . . . 

113 

Total 

5&H 

51 

944 

1,046 

2,302 

2,310 

3.832 

2.406 

Or  a  grand  total  of  6,977  dependents  of  all  classes,  and  of  this 
number  over  1,200  were  paid  regular  salaries, from  the  governor 
down  to  the  serf. 

And  yet,  with  this  small  army  of  servants  and  dependents,  the 
Eussians,  for  the  last  forty  years  of  their  possession,  did  not 
get  one-half  of  the  furs  annually  that  our  traders  now  secnre 
every  year  since  their  establishment  in  the  Territory,  while 
there  are  not  over  two  hundred  men  engaged  in  the  whole  busi- 
ness at  present. 

Take  the  sea-otter  trade  for  instance.  The  Eussians  called 
it  a  fair  season  when  they  secured  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
throughout  the  whole  Territory,  350  to  400  sea-otters ;  many 
years  occurred  in  which  less  than  200  were  taken ;  but  daring 
the  last  two  years  2,500  to  3,000  have  been  captured  each  sea- 
son in  the  Aleutian  and  Eodiak  districts  alone;  and  I  estimate 
that  not  less  than  500  have  been  taken  from  Cook's  Inlet  down 
to  Fort  Simpson.  This  great  increase  in  the  development  of 
the  business  is  simply  due  to  the  active  persoual  supervision 
of  the  present  agents  and  traders. 

In  conneietion  with  this  view  of  the  trade  and  traders  in  the 
TeiTitory,  it  is  proper  to  mention  the  operations  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company-,  as  it  has  been  the  subject  of  comment 
by  the  press.  The  whole  matter  appears  to  amount  to  this^ 
that  the  fur-trade  of  Alaska,  (always  excepting  the  Seal 
Islands,)  placed,  as  it  is,  in  a  fair  field  for  competition,  will 
sooner  or  later  be  controlled  by  those  who  invest  the  most 
money  in  the  undertaking  and  send  the  best  men  for  the  work, 
who  make  their  stations  more  attractive .  to  the  natives,  and 
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render  communication  between  their  wide-scattered  posts  more 
frequent  and  regular.  It  will  be  more  difficult  every  year  for 
small  or  inexperienced  traders  to  do  anything  at  the  fur-trade 
in  this  Territory,  and  the  trade  does  not  appear  extensive 
enough  to  support  the  operations  of  two  companies,  each  with 
as  ftiich  capital  invested  as  the  one  in  question.  The  result 
would  be  that  one  would  have  to  withdraw.  As  far,  however, 
as  the  Government  is  concerned,  the  field  for  trade  in  Alaska 
is  free  and  open  to  allj  a  practical  illustration  of  which  is 
shown  in  the  following  statement  of  affairs  existing  at  Ouna- 
lashka : 

Ounalashka  is  an  Aleutian  village  of  some  four  hundred 
souls,  men,  women,  and  children ;  of  these  sixty  are  first-class 
sea-otter  hunters,  and  this  is  their  profession.  The  Alaska 
C/ommercial  Company  have  erected  thr^e  large  warehouses 
fronting  a  wharf,  where  their  vessels  unload  and  load ;  a  large 
store-house,  filled  with  a  most  extensive  selection  of  goods ;  a 
very  large  dwelling-house  for  their  traders ;  with  office,  court- 
yard, stables  for  cattle  and  sheep,  a  blacksmith-shop,  &c.,  all 
iiuished  in  first-class  style,  and  furnished  thoroughly  through- 
out. The  company  have  also  erected  and  are  building  snug 
cottages  for  their  best  hunters  to  live  in  5  and  there  is  a  school- 
house,  where  the  native  children  are  invited  to  attend,  which 
some  do.  In  opposition  to  this,  a  young  man  is  placed  in  a 
small,  weather.w[om,  rickety  shanty,  which  is  made  to  serve 
as  warehouse,  store,  and  living-room  lor  the  agent;  a  most 
meager  stock  of  goods,  no  assortment  whatever;  and  yet  this 
young  man,  who  has  not  got  one  dollar  to  back  him,  came  to 
me  and  complained  of  the  almost  total  loss  of  his  trade,  and 
said  in  explanation  that  it  was  due  to  the  fact  that  though  the 
natives  wanted  to  trade  with  him,  yet  they  were  living  under 
the  influence  of  fear  to  such  an  extent  that  they  dared  not  do 
it,  and  hence  transferred  their  trade.  I  told  him,  after  looking 
about  the  place  and  talking  wuth  the  natives  and  their  priest 
tor  three  or  four  days,  that  the  only  fear  that  these  people  of 
Ounalashka  had  in  the  matter  was  a  most  wholesome  one;  it 
was  the  fear,  coupled  with  an  absolute  certainty,  that,  as  he 
•was  situated  for  trade,  they  would  not  do  as  well  at  his  estab- 
lishment as  they  could  at  his  opponent's,  and  the  dullest  of 
them  could  readily  appreciate  it ;  therefore,  if  any  successful 
opposition  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  is  to  be  made 
in  the  Territory  where  it  is  established,  money  must,  be  freely 
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expended  in  buildings  and  upon  the  people^  who  will  go  with 
wonderful  promx^tness  and  unanimity  wherever  they  can  make 
the  most  in  trade  and  are  best  treated,  for  they  are  keen  and 
shrewd. 

I  now  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  several  trading  dis- 
tricts,  and  the  character  and  quality  of  the  furs  obtained  ^om 
them  respectively. 

THE  YUKON  DISTRICT. 

KoTZEBUE  Sound  : 

The  trade  at  this  place  with  the  natives  is  principally  by 
whaling- vessels,  which  are  supplied  with  liquors;  they  lit  oat 
and  clear  from'  the  Sandwich  islands  for  the  arctic,  and  take 
advantage  of  the  impunity  with  which  they  can  visit  this  port 
and  profit  by  this  illicit  occupation ;  for  the  natives  here,  as 
everywhere  else,  are  passionately  fond  of  liquor,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  best  furs  from  the  Lower  Yukon,  the  regioa 
south  of  Saint  Michael's,  is  picked  out  by  Indian  traders  and  car- 
ried to  this  place,  where  they  can  be  exchanged  for  whisky. 
The  trade,  however,  that  belongs  to  the  sound  itself  is  not  ex- 
tensive ;  only  a  small  number  of  Eskimo  live  here,  in  scattered 
settlements  along  the  coast,  at  the  mouths  of  debouching  creeks, 
&c.  The  catch  of  fur-bearing  animals  is  not  large;  the  people 
themselves  live  more  by  trading  than  by  hunting,  i.  e.,  trading 
between  the  people  living  far  to  the  southward  and  eastward 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  whalers  and  others,  fnaking  profits  as 
middlemen. 

Noeton's  Sound  : 

A  few  Eskimo  traders  live  here ;  the  catch  and  yield  of  fur- 
bearing  animals  unimportant.  These  people  assist  the  Kotzebae 
traders  in  getting  their  furs  carried  up  and  over  to  that  place, 
and  mauy  of  them  go  over  to  Port  Clarence  with  an  assortment 
of  furs,  beaver  principally,  where  they  meet  thQ  people  from 
the  Asiatic  side,  who  cross  Bering's  Straits  in  the  winter  on  the 
ice  by  way  of  the  Diomede  Islands,  with  dog-sleds,  loaded  with 
tame  reiudeer-skius,  tanned,  which  are  in  great  demand  by  the 
natives  of  this  district  for  manufacture  into  cloaks,  coats,  par- 
kiesj  &c.,  while  the  Asiatics  are  equally  desirous  of  getting  any 
and  all  kinds  of  far,  such  as  mink,  marten,  land-otter,  beaver, 
&c.,  but  desire  beaver  especially. 
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The  Diomedes,  King's  Island,  Sledge  Island,  and  Sainit 

Lawbence —  > 

Are  inhabited  by  a  few  Eskimo,  bnt  there  is  no  trade  with 
them  worth  mentioning ;  they  have  a  little  walrus-oil  and  ivory, 
and  a  few  red  foxes,  and  occasionally  get  some  whalebone. 

Saint  Michael's: 

This  is  a  shipping-point  only  for  the  accumulated  furs  gath- 
ered by  the  traders  from  the  Lower  and  Upper  Yukon,  at  Nu- 
lato.  Fort  Yukon,  and  the  Tannanah.  The  present  annual  yield 
from  these  points  is  the  largest  and  most  valuable  from  the 
mainland  of  Alaska.  A  vessel  coming  to  Saint  Michael's  in  the 
summer  will  find  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Indians;  they  have  come  in  from  long  distances  to  the  north- 
west, eastward,  and  southward;  but  the  fur-trading  on  the 
Yukon  Eiver  and  its  many  tributaries  is  very  irregular  as  to 
time  and  place  year  after  year,  the  traders  constantly  moving 
from  settlement  to  settlement.  This  year  they  may  only  get  a 
thousand  skins  where  they  got  five  thousand  last  season,  and 
vice  versa.  It  is  impossible  to  say  where  the  betst  place  for 
trade  will  be,  the  catch  in  diflferent  sections  varying  every 
winter  with  the  depth  of  snow,  the  severity  of  climate,  &c. 

NUNIVAK : 

Trade  here  is  small  and  unimportant,  principally  walrus-oil, 
some  ivory,  and  a  few  red  foxes. 

Cape  Romanzov  : 

Traders  come  up  from  the  Koskoquim  and  down  from  the 
Yukon  to  this  point,  where  they  get  some  very  good  furs,  mink, 
marten,  and  foxes.  At  Gape  Avinova,  the  district  there  is  quite 
celebrated  for  its  marten  catch,  both  in  quantity  and  quality; 
a  large  number  of  brown  bear  range  here,  where  they  subsist 
upon  berries,  roots,  reindeer,  &c.  The  Indians  live  in  small 
huts  and  settlements  scattered  all  along  the  coast  down  from 
Saint  Michael's. 

Koskoquim  : 

The  trade  is  extensive,  and  done  principally  at  Kolmakov 
Eedoubt,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  up  the  river  from 
its  month,  and  at  a  station  some  sixty  miles  below  it.  The 
traders  come  down  the  river  in  June  with  their  cargoes  and 
ipeet  the  ships.    The  principal  trade  is  beaver,  red  foxes,  mink^ 
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(plenty,)  marten,  land-otter,  (abundant,)  bears,  brown  and 
black.  The  people  of  this  district  keep  traveling  all  the  year 
round. 

NUSHAGAK  : 

About  the  same  as  at  Koskoquim,  but  the  quality  of  sable 
or  marten  deteriorates  very  much  and  rapidly  as  the  trader 
goes  south  from  this  region.  Thepeople  are  also  great  travelers, 
always  on  the  move.  This  section  closes  the  Yukon  district, 
which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  that  of  the  Peninsula 
and  Kodiak.  In  this  country,  between  Kotzebue  and  its  south- 
ern boundary  back  into  the  interior  as  far  as  a  thousand  miles, 
furs  are  gathered  as  follows : 

Beaver  are  taken  of  the  very  best  quality  and  in  the  greatest 
quantity,  and  an  immense  number  of  mttsk-rat  skins,  for  the 
trader  must  buy  everything,  (these  musk-rat  skins  are  princi- 
pally shipped  to  France  and  Germany,  for  poor  people  wear 
them;)  of  red  foxes,  quite  a  large  number  are  taken.  Black 
foxes  are  seldom  obtained,  perhaps  three  or  four  on  an  average 
during  the  year.  Silver-gray  foxes,  a  small  number  annually. 
Mink  and  marten  of  very  fine  quality  from  Koskoquim  to  the 
northward,  but  from  this  point  to  the  southward  this  fur  deteri- 
orates rapidly.  Land-otter,  quite  a  large  number  of  the  best 
quality.  Black  and  brown  hear,  a  few ;  a  small  trade  in  swan^'- 
down.  Eider-down,  with  profit,  cannot  be  sold  in  San  Francisco, 
but  it  is  valuable  in  Eussia.  (German  goose-down  is  used  by 
our  upholstertTS  in  preference,  as  it  is  much  cheaper  and  just 
as  good.)  Reindeer-skins  are  dried ;  quite  a  large  number  of 
these  which  go  east  are  tanned,  and  make  a  very  superior 
leather. 

Figures  to  show  the  number  of  skins  taken  out  of  the  coun- 
try might  easily  be  obtained  were  it  under  the  control  of  a  sin- 
gle corporation,  as  it  was  under  the  Eussian  rule,  but  as  it  is 
now,  with  ten  or  a  dozen  independent  traders,  large  and  small, 
all  studiously  concealing  or  purposely  exaggerating  their  trans- 
actions in  order  to  draw  or  divert  trade,  the  figures,  were  they 
furnished,  would  be  quite  unreliable.  The  following  table,  how- 
ever, showing  the  yield  of  this  district  during  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  between  1842  and  1861,  as  given  by  Eussian  au- 
thority, may  be  deemed  correct;  and  I  was  assured  by  Father 
Shiesneekov,  of  Ounalasbka,  a  Eussian  priest,  born  and  raised 
in  this  country,  that  the  present  yield  of  fiirs  is  at  least  fouf 
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times  as  great  every  year,  compared  with  the  table,  owing  to 
the  greater  activity  and  energy  of  our  traders : 

Table  showing  the  number  of  skins  taken  by  the  Russian  American  Company  from 
the  Yukon  district,  during  the  period  between  1842  and  1861,  twenty  years. 
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81.794 

6,119 

10,951 
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53 

1,334 
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Guided  by  this  exhibit,  if  I  could  rely  oii  what  has  been 
afi^med  by  the  traders  whom  I  have  met  in  the  Territory,  the 
catch  in  the  Yukon  district  during  the  last  three  years  has 
averaged  six  times  as  much  as  the  Eussian  annual  average. 

the  peninsular  and  kodiak. 
Oagashik  : 

This  is  the  only  trading-station  on  the  north  shore  of  the 
Peninsula,  and  it  is  in  itself  inconsiderable ;  the  people  have  a 
few  red  foxes,  a  few  beaver,  but  quite  a  fair  number  of  reindeer- 
skins,  the  country  being  fairly  alive  with  these  animals;  they 
also  are  adjacent  to  the  large  walrus  hauling-grounds  in  Bris- 
tol Bay,  and  some  ivory  is  secured  by  them ;  they  have  a  few 
brown  bears,  an  occasional  wolf-skin,  and  a  little  swans'-down. 

Belcovskie: 

A  sea-otter  post:  the  natives  bring  in  the  skins  of  these 
animals,  which  they  obtain  at  Saanach  and  the  Ohemobour 
Bocks;  the  trade  otherwise  is  unimportant — a  few  red  foxes 
and  brown  bears. 

Saanaclu  A  sea-otter  post  recently  established :  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  sea-otters  captured  in  the  whole  Alaskan  district 
are  taken  around  this  island. 

TJnga.  A  sea-otter  post,  with  small  trade  in  red  foxes,  black 
and  brown  bears,  &c. 

Eodidk^  or  Saint  PauVs. — Once  the  headquarters  of  the  old 
Bussian  American  Company,  but  since  1825  it  has  been  a 
mere  trading  post;  a  large  number  of  sea-otter  hunters  make 
it  their  home,  and  bring  in  their  quarry  for  trade  there ;  all  the 
trade  of  Kenai  and  Cook's  Inlet  came  in  here  under  the  old 
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rSgime^  but  it  is  now  confined  principally  to  the  sea-otter  tracfe } 
the  Cook's  Inlet  and  Katmai  trade  is  mostly  engrossed  by 
trading-schooners  plying  between  these  places  and  Puget 
Sound;  the  yield  of  this  district  under  the  Russian  control 
is  given  lor  twenty  years,  1842-18G1,  inclusive,  as  follows: 
Sea-otters,  5,809 ;  beaver,  85,381 ;  marten,  14,295 ;  minks,  1,175; 
musk' rats,  14,313;  wolverines,  1,276;  marmots,  712;  wolves,  58. 

In  the  Cook's  Inlet  disteict,  the  Mount  Saint  Elias  and 
SiTKAN  DISTRICTS,  there  are  no  well-established  trading-posts, 
the  business  being  conducted  on  shipboard  everywhere,  the 
natives  coming  off  to  the  trading-schooners  in  their  canoes. 
At  the  time  of  the  Russian  occupation  there  was  considerable 
trading  done  at  Sitka,  but  now  it  has  fallen  off  entirely,  the 
natives  of  that  place  and  vicinity  going  back  into  the  inside 
passages,  where  they  can  trade  with  \vhisky-schooners  in  per- 
fect security,  as  affairs  are  now  conducted  in  the  Territory. 

A  large  variety  of  fui:s  are  brought  in  from  the  dense  forests 
and  high  mountains  of  this  region — such  as  red,  black,  and  sil- 
ver foxes,  brown  and  black  bears,  mink,  marten,  porcupines, 
beaver,  land  and  sea  otter,  fur  seal,  hair-seal,  deer,  rabbits, 
squirrels,  mountain-goats,  ermines,  and  the  hoary  marmot  or 
whistler. 

The  Ounalashka  district  : 

This  embraces  the  whole  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  and  is 
given  entirely  to  the  sea-otters ;  there  is  nothing  else  in  this 
section  fit  for  trade  save  a  few  red  and  black  foxes,  and  in  it 
are  established  ^ix  stations,  viz :  Ounalaska^  the  largest  and 
principal  one,  Akootan,  ChernovsMe^  Oomnahy  Atka,  and  AttoUy 
which  are  the  homes  of  the  sea-otter  hunters,  and  where  they 
trade. 

The  stations  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  districts  comprise 
all  that  are  established  in  the  Alaskan  Territory. 

the  value  of  the  fur- trade. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Sitkan  and  Cook's  Inlet  districts, 
the  gross  value  of  the  annual  fur-production  of  Alaska  can  be 
closely  ascertained.  I  append  to  this  head  several  tables  from 
Bussian  authorities  in  reference  to  the  subject,  and  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  for  the  last  ninety  years  or  more,  up  to  the 
present  date,  the  prices  of  the  leading  furs  in  our  market  to-day 
are  very  much  what  they  were  then,  with  the  exception  of  the 
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fiA'-seal,  which  has  been  greatly  enhanced  in  value  by  reason  of 
improvement  in  dressing,  but  the  marten  and  the  sea-otter 
stand  to-day  at  almost  the  same  figures  at  which  they  were 
bought  and  sohl  a  hundred  years  ago  in  China,  where  the  value 
of  money  has  remained  the  same;  the  native  hunters,  how- 
ever, receive  now  three,  four,  and  five  times  as  much  as  they 
were  paid  by  the  Russian  American  Company  for  their  skins. 
The  following  list  may  be  taken  as  very  nearly  correct,  and 
shows  the  gross  value  of  the  fur-trade  of  the  Territory  to  the 
traders  for  the  year  1873 : 

100,000  fur-seal  skiosy  at  an  average  of  $7 $700,000 

3,000  sea-otter  Bkins,  at  an  average  of  $75 225,000 

50,000  skins  from  the  Yukon  district,  assorted,  at  an  average  of  $2.  100, 000 
30,000  skins  from  aU  the  rest  of  the  Territory,  (this  is  a  very  un- 
satisfactory estimate, )  at  an  average  of  $2 60, 000 

A  grand  total  of 1,085,000 

Which  is  more  than  double  the  annual  receipts  of  any  one  of 
the  best  of  the  last  twenty  years  of  the  Eussian  American 
Company,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  by  reference  to  their  state- 
ments, as  is  shown  in  the  table  at  the  close  of  this  article. 

It  seems  that  the  Seal  Islands  represent  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  value  of  the  fur-trade  of  Alaska,  and  that  with  the  sea- 
otter  interest  combined  there  is  scarcely  anything  left. 

Matters  are  now  so  arranged  on  the  Seal  Islands  that  the  Oov- 
emment  nets  a  revenue  of  $300,000  per  annum,  with  the  pres- 
ervation of  its  interest  there  in  all  of  its  original  integrity. 
With  reference  to  the  sea-otter  trade,  I  think  I  clearly  show 
the  necessity  for  protection  from  the  Government  in  my  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  in  this  report,  and,  in  regard  to  the 
remaining  interests,  the  country  itself  protects  them. 
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Table  showing  the  yield  of  the  dijferent  etations  in  the  Territory  of  Alaika^jfom 
the  archives  of  the  Jiuaeian  American  Fur  Company,  for  a  period  of  ticemty 
years,  between  1842  and  1661. 
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49,398 
4.954 

33,396 
1,165 

85.381 

Land-otter 
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Foxes,  black 

Foxes,  silver. 

Foxes,  red .......... 

10,316 

3,590 
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19,671 
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Foxes,  blue 

34,794 

3,503 
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Foxes,  white 

Martens  ............ 
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1,007 

3,098 

14,395 

Minks 

1,175 

Wolverines 

1.376 

Lynx 

327 

'V^'olves 

58 

Bears.... 

183 

93 

Rca-lions . . 

Musk-rats  ........  ^  - 

4,668 

14.313 

Mftrmots  -r,--r....rr 

713 

'Walrus-teeth    

4,160  lbs 

116  lbs. 
3,315  prs. 

1,040  lbs. 
6,836prfl. 

21,640  lbs 

51,640  lbs 

Castorum 

Table  showing  the  exportation  of  furs  by  the  Bussian-American  Company, 


Variety  of  far. 


Sea-otter,  adult  and  1-year  old  skins . 

Sea-otter  tails 

Land-otters 

Fur-seals 

lieavers 

Foxes,  black 

Foxes,  cross  or  silver 

Foxes,  red 

Foxes,  blue 

Foxes,  white 

MartODB 

Minks M 

Wolverines 

Lynx 

\V^olves 

Bears 

8ea-lions,  young 

Musk-rats 

Walrus-teeth 

Castorum 

Whale-bone 


Period  of 
1797-1821, 
(24  years.) 


72,894 

34,546 

14,969 

1,232,374 

34,546 

13,702 

81,890 

30,950 

36,362 

4.234 

17,289 

4,802 

1.151 

1,389 

121 

1,602 

27 


64, 640  lbs. 

20  lbs. 

47, 040  lbs. 


Period  of 
1821-1842, 
(21  years.) 


25.416 

33,506 

29,443 

458,503 

162,034 

17.913 

26.403 

45,947 

55,714 

13,638 

15,666 

15,481 

1.564 

4,353 

201 

5,353 


4,491 


Period  of 
1843-1861, 
(19  years.) 


35,899 
35^797 
70,473 
373,894 
157.464 

77,847 


54,134 

13,783 

873 

10 

6.937 

34 

1,833 


6.570 

S60.O401fas. 

4, 960  lbs. 

138,900lba. 


The  following  shows  the  amount  of  food-snpplies  required, 
independent  of  tea,  tobacco,  and  liquor,  for  the  annual  subsist- 
ence of  the  employes  of  the  Bussian-American  Gompany, 
(1863 1)  a  year's  supply  or  more  was  always  kept  in  advance  in 
case  of  an  emergency,  (from  Techmainov :) 
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Wheat,  14,000  poods,  at  3  rubles  and  26  kopecks  a  pood,  (or 
36  pounds.) ' 

Flour,  498  poods,  at  6  rubles  and  31  kopecks  a  pood. 

Peas,  404  poods,  at  4  rubles  and  90  kopecks  a  pood. 

Split  wheat,  404  poods,  at  4  rubles  and  90  kopecks  a  pood. 

Salt,  922  poods,  at  3  rubles  and  78  kopecks  a  pood. 

Butter,  498  poods,  at  20  rubles  and  20  kopecks  a  pood. 

Hams,  92  poods,  at  59  kopecks  a  pound. 

The  rubles  are  jpoper,  equal  to  20  cents  each.  A  pood  is  36 
pounds  English,  or  40  Russian  pounds. 
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CHAPTER  V.  , 

THE  SEA  OTTER  AND  ITS  HUNTING. 

Tbo  sea-otter,  like  the  far-seal,  is  auotber  illustration  of  an 
animal  long  known  an'd  highly  prized  in  the  commercial  world, 
yet  respecting  the  habits  and  life  of  which  nothing  definite 
has  been  ascertained  or  published.  The  reason  for  this  is  obvi- 
ous, for,  save  the  natives  who  hunt  them,  no  one  properly  quali- 
fied has  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  sea-otter  so  as 
to  study  it  in  a  state  of  nature,  for,  of  all  the  shy,  sensitive 
beasts,  upon  the  capture  of  which  man  set^  any  value,  this 
creature  is  the  most  keenly  on  the  alert  and  difficult  to  obtain ; 
and,  like  the  fur-seal  in  this  Territory,  it  possesses  the  enhanc- 
ing value  of  being  principally  confined  to  our  country.  A  truth- 
ful account  of  the  strange,  vigilant  life  of  the  sea- otter,  and  of 
the  hardships  and  perils  encountered  by  its  hunters,  would  sur- 
pass in  novelty  and  interest  the  most  attractive  work  of  fiction. 

When  the  Eussian  traders  opened  up  the  Aleutian  Islands 
they  found  the  natives  commonly  wearing  sea-otter  cloaks, 
which  they  parted  with  at  first  for  a  trifle,  not  placing  any  es- 
X)ecial  value  on  the  animal,  as  they  did  the  hair-seal  and  the 
sea-lion,  the  flesh  and  skins  of  which  were  vastly  more  palata- 
ble and  serviceable  to  them;  but  the  offers  of  the  greedy 
traders  soon  set  the  natives  after  them.  During  the  first  few 
years  the  numbers  of  these  animals  taken  all  along  the  Aleu- 
tian Chain,  and  down  the  whole  northwest  coast  as  far  as  Ore- 
gon, were  very  great,  and  compared  with  what  are  now.captured 
seem  perfectly  fabulous ;  for  instance,  when  the  Prybilov  Isl- 
ands were  first  discovered,  two  sailors,  Lukannon  and  Kaiekov, 
killed  at  Saint  Paul's  Island,  in  the  first  year  of  occupation, 
five  thousand  ;  the  next  year  they  got  less  than  a  thousand^  and 
in  six  years  after  not  a  single  sea-otter  appeared,  and  none  have 
appeared  since.  When  Shellikov's  party  first  visited  Cook^s 
Inlet,  they  secured  three  thousand ;  during  the  second  year, 
two  thousand ;  in  the  third,  only  eight  hundred ;  the  season 
following  they  obtained  six  hundred ;  and  finally,  in  1812,  less 
than  a  hundred,  and  since  then  not  a  tenth  of  that  number. 
The  first  visit  made  by  the  Russians  to  the  Gulf  of  Yahkutat, 
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in  1794,  two  thoasaud  sea-otters  were  taken,  but  they  dimin- 
ished so  rapidly  that  in  1799  less  than  three  hundred  were  taken. 
In  1798  a  large  party  of  Russians  and  Aleuts  captured  in  Sitka 
^und  and  neighborhood  twelve  hundred  skins,  besides  those 
for  which  they  traded  with  the  natives  there,  fully  as  many 
more  ]  and  in  the  spring  of  1800  a  few  American  and  Eng^sh 
vessels  came  into  Sitka  Sound,  anchored  off  the  small  Russian 
settlement  there,  and  traded  with  the  natives  for  over  two 
thousand  skins,  getting  the  trade  of  the  Indians  by  giving  fire- 
arms and  powder,  ball,  &c.,  which  the  Russians  did  not  dare 
to  do,  living  then,  as  they  were,  in  the  country.  In  one  of  the 
early  years  of  the  Russian  American  Company,  1804,  Baranov 
went  to  the  Okotsk  from  Alaska  with  fifteen  thousand  sea-otter 
skins,  that  were  worth  as  much  then  as  they  are  now,  viz,  fully 
$1,000,000. 

'The  result  of  this  warfare  upon  the  sea-otters,  with  ten  hunt- 
ers then  where  there  is  one  to-day,  was  not  long  delayed.  Eve- 
rywhere throughout  the  whole  coast-line  frequented  by  them  the 
diminution  set  in,  and  it  became  dif&cult  to  get  to  places  where 
a  thousand  had  once  been  as  easily  obtained  as  twenty-five  or 
thirty.  A  Russian  chronicler  says :  *'  The  numbers  of  several 
kinds  of  animals  are  growing  very  much  less  in  the  present 
as  compared  with  past  times ;  for  instance,  the  company  here 
(Ounalashka)  regularly  killed  more  than  a  thousand  sea-otters 
annually ;  now  (1835)  from  seventy  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  are 
taken ;  and  there  was  a  time,  in  1826,  when  the  returns  from  the 
whole  Ounalashkan  district  (the  Aleutian  Islands)  were  only  ^- 
teen  skins." 

It  is  also  a  fact  coincident  with  this  diminution  of  the  sea- 
otters,  that  the  population  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  fell  off  almost 
in  the  same  proportion.  The  Bussians  regarded  the  lives 
of  these  people  as  they  did  those  of  dogs,  and  treated  them  ac- 
cordingly ;  they  took,  under  Baranov  and  his  subordinates,  hunt- 
ing-parties of  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  picked  Aleuts,  eleven 
or  twelve  hundred  miles  to  the  eastward  of  their  homes,  in  skin- 
baidars  and  bidarkies,  or  kyacks,  traversing  one  of  the  wildest 
and  roughest  of  coasts,  and  used  them  not  only  for  the  severe 
drudgery  of  otter-hunting,  but  to  fight  the  Koloshians  and 
other  savages  all  the  way  up  and  down  the  coast ;  this  soon 
<lestroyed  them,  and  few  ever  got  back  alive. 

When  the  Territory  came  into  our  possession  the  Russians 
were  taking  between  four  and  five  hundred  sea-otters  from  the 
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Aleatian  Islands  and  sonth  of  the  peninsula  of  A^laska,  mth 
perhaps  a  hundred  and  fifty  more  from  Kenai,  Yahkntat,  and 
the  Sitkan  district;  the  Hadson's  Bay  Company  and  other 
traders  getting  about  two  hundred  more  from  the  coast  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  and  Vancouver's  Islands,  and  off  Gray's  Harbor^ 
Washington  Territory. 

Kow,  during  the  last  season,  1873,  instead  of  less  than  seven 
hundred  skins,  as  obtained  by  the  Russians,  our  traders  secured 
not  much  less  than  four  thousand  skins.  This  immense  differ- 
ence is  not  due  to  the  fact  of  ther^e  being  a  proportionate  in- 
crease of  sea-otters,  but  to  the  organization  of  hunting-partiea 
in  the  same  spirit  and  fashion  as  in  the  early  days  above  men- 
tioned. The  keen  competition  of  our  traders  will  ruin  the  busi^ 
ness  in  a  comparatively  short  time  if  some  action  is  not  taken 
by  the  Government  j  and  to  the  credit  of  these  traders  let  it  be 
said,  that  while  they  cannot  desist,  for  if  they  do  others  wDl 
step  in  and  profit  at  their  expense,  yet  they  are  anxious  that 
some  prohibition  should  be  laid  upon  the  business.  This  can 
be  easily  done,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  perpetuate  the  sea- 
otter,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  for  the  natives,  who  are  de- 
pendent upon  its  hunting  for  a  living  which  makes  them  supe- 
rior to  savages. 

Over  two-thirds  of  all  the  sea-otters  taken  in  Alaska  are 
secured  in  two  small  areas  of  water,  little  rocky  islets  and  reefa 
around  the  island  of  Saanach  and  the  Chernobours,  which 
proves  that  these  animals,  in  spite  of  the  incessant  hunting  all 
the  year  round  on  this  ground,  seem  to  have  some  particular 
preference  for  it  to  the  practical  exclusion  of  nearly  all  the  rest 
of  the  coast  in  the  Territory.  This  may  be  due  to  its  better 
adaptation  as  a  breeding-ground.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that 
all  the  sea-otters  taken  below  the  Straits  of  Fuca  are  shot  by 
the  Indians  and  white  hunters  off  the  beach  in  the  surf  at 
Gray's  Harbor,  a  stretch  of  less  than  twenty  miles  j  here  some 
fifty  to  a  hundred  are  taken  every  year,  while  not  half  that 
number  can  be  obtained  from  all  the  rest  of  the  Oregon  and 
Washington  coast-line ;  there  is  nothing  in  the  external  appear- 
ance of  this  reach  to  cause  its  selection  by  the  sea-otters,  ex- 
cept perhaps  that  it  may  be  a  little  less  rocky. 

As  matters  are  now  conducted  by  the  hunting  parties,  the^ 
sea-otters  at  Saanach  and  the  Chernobours  do  not  have  a  day'» 
rest  during  the  whole  year.  Parties  relieve  each  other  in  suc- 
cession, and  a  continual  warfare  is  maintained.  This  persistence 
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is  stimulated  by  the  traders,  and  is  rendered  still  more  deadly 
to  the  sea-otter  by  the  use  of  rifles  of  the  best  make,  which,  in 
the  hands  of  the  young  and  ambitious  natives,  in  spite  of  the 
warnings  of  the  old  men,  must  result  in  the  extermination  of 
these  animals,  as  no  authority  exists  in  the  land  to  prevent  it. 
These  same  old  men,  in  order  to  successfully  compete  with 
their  rivals,  have  to  drop  their  bone  spears  and  arrows  and 
take  up  fire-arms  in  self-defense.  So  the  bad  work  goes  on 
rapidly,  though  a  majority  of  the  natives  and  the  traders 
deprecate  it. 

With  a  view  to  check  this  evil  and  to  perpetuate  the  life  of 
the  sea-otter  in  the  Territory,  I  offer  the  following  suggestions 
to  the  Department : 

Ist,  Prohibit  the  use  of  fire-arms  of  any  description  in  the 
hunting  of  the  sea-otter  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska. 

2d.  Make  it  unlawful  for  any  party  or  parties  to  hunt  this 
animal  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  fixing  a 
suitable  penalty,  fine,  or  punishment. 

The  first  proposition  gives  the  sea-otter  a  chance  to  live;  and, 
with  the  second,  may  possibly  promote  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  this  valuable  animal. 

The  enforcement  by  the  Government  of  this  prohibition  will  not 
be  difficult,  as  it  is  desired  by  a  great  majority  of  the  natives 
and  all  the  traders  having  any  real  interest  in  the  perpetuation 
of  the  business.  A  good  deputy  attached  to  the  customs,  whose 
salary  and  expenses  might  be  more  than  paid  by  a  trifling  tax 
upon  each  otter-skin,  say  $1,  could,  if  provided  with  a  sound 
whale-boat,  make  his  headquarters  at  Saauach  and  Belcovski 
and  carry  the  law  into  effect  The  trade  of  the  Kodiak  dis- 
trict centers  at  the  village  of  that  name,  and  the  presence  of 
the  collector  or  his  deputy  will  exert  authority,  and  cause  the 
old  native  hunters  and  many  of  the  younger  who  have  reflec- 
tion to  comply  with  his  demands.  Th6  collector  then  being 
provided  with  the  small  revenue-steamer  spoken  of  in  my 
chapter  upon  the  duty  of  the  Government  toward  the  Territory, 
can  insure  compliance  with  the  instructions  given  him,  and 
punish  violations. 

This  proposed  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  is  urgent 
and  humane,  for  upon  the  successful  hunting  of  the  sea-otter 
some  five  thousand  Christianized  natives  are  entirely  dependent 
for  the  means  to  live  in  a  condition  superior  to  barbarism. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


58  ALASKA. 

THE  HABITS  OF  THE  SKA-OTTEB,  (Enhydva  marino.) 

I  have  bad  a  number  of  iuteresting  interviews  with  several 
very  intelligent  traders,  and  an  English  hunter  who  had  spent 
an  entire  winter  on  Saanach  Island,  shooting  sea-otters,  and 
enduring,  while  there,  bitter  privation  and  hardship;  and 
chiefly  from  their  accounts,  aided  by  my  own  observation,  I 
submit  the  following : 

Saanach  Island,  Islets,  and  Beefs^  is  the  great  sea-otter  ground 
of  this  country.  The  Island  itself  is  small,  with  a  coast-Hne 
circuit  of  about  eighteen  miles.  Spots  of  sand- beach  are  found 
here  and  there,  but  the  major  portion  of  it  is  composed  of  enor- 
mous water-worn  bowlders  piled  up  by  the  surf.  The  interior 
is  low  and  rolling,  with  a  ridge  rising  into  three  hills,  the  mid- 
dle one  some  800  feet  in  height.  There  is  no  timber  on  it,  but 
abqjidant  grass,  moss,  &c.,  with  a  score  of  little  fresh-water 
lakes,  in  which  multitudes  of  ducks  and  geese  are  found  every 
spring  and  fall.  The  natives  do  not  live  upon  the  island, 
because  the  making  of  fires  and  scattering  of  food-refuse  alarms 
the  otters,  driving  them  off  to  sea ;  so  that  it  is  only  cami)ed 
upon,  and  fires  are  never  built  unless  the  wind  is  from  the 
southward,  for  no  sea-otters  are  ever  found  to  the  north  of  the 
island.  The  sufferings  to  which  the  native  hunters  subject 
themselves  every  winter  on  this  island,  going  for  many  weeks 
without  fires,  even  for  cooking,  with  the  thermometer  down  to 
zero,  in  a  northerly  gale  of  wind,  is  better  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. 

To  the  southward  and  westward,  and  stretching  directly  out 
to  sea,  some  five  to  eight  miles  from  Saanach  Island,  is  a  suc- 
cession of  small  islets,  bare,  most  of  them,  at  low  water,  but 
with  numerous  reefs  and  rocky  shoals,  beds  of  kelp,  &c.  This 
is  the  great  sea-otter  ground  of  Alaska,  together  with  the 
Cherrobour  Islets,  to  the  eastward  iibout  thirty  miles,  which 
are  similar  to  it. 

The  sea-otter  rarely  lands  upon  the  main  island,  but  it  is 
found  just  out  of  water  on  the  reef  rocks  and  islets  above  men- 
tioned, in  certain  seasons,  and  at  a  little  distance  at  sea  duriDg 
calm  and  pleasant  weather. 

The  adult  sea-otter  is  an  animal  that  will  measure  from  three 
and  a  half  to  four  feet  at  most,  from  nose  to  tip  of  tail,  which  is 
short  and  stumpy.  The  general  contour  of  the  body  is  closely 
'lilie  that  of  the  beaver,  with  the  skin  lying  in  loose  folds,  so 
that  when  taken  hold  of  in  lifting  the  body  out  from  the  water, 
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it  i8  as  slack  and  draws  up  like  the  bide  on  the  iiape  of  a  young 
dog.  This  skin,  which  is  taken  from  the  body  with  but  one 
cut  made  in  it  at  the  posteriors,  is  turned  inside  out,  and  air- 
dried,  and  stretched,  so  that  it  then  gives  the  erroneous  impres- 
sion of  an  animal  at  least  six  feet  in  length,  with  girth  and 
8hai)e  of  a  weasel  or  mink. 

There  is  no  sexual  dissimilarity  in  color  or  size,  and  both 
manifest  the  same  intense  shyness  and  aversion  to  man,  coupled 
with  the  greatest  solicitude  for  their  young,  which  they  bring 
into  existence  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  for  the  natives  get 
young  pups  every  month  in  the  year.  As  the  natives  have 
never  caught  the  mothers  bringing  forth  their  oifspring  on  the 
rocks,  they  are  disposed  to  believe  that  the  birth  takes  place 
on  kelp-beds,  in  pleasant  or  not  over-rough  weather.  The  fe- 
male has  a  single  pup,  born  about  15  inches  in  length,  and  pro- 
vided during  the  first  month  or  two  with  a  coat  of  coarse,  brown- 
ish, grizzled  fur,  head'and  nape  grizzled,  grayish,  rufous  white, 
with  the  roots  of  the  hair  growing  darker  toward  the  skin. 
The  feet,  as  in  the  adult,  are  very  short,  webbed,  with  nails 
like  a  dog,  fore-paws  exceedingly  feeble  and  small,  all  covered 
with  a  short,  fine,  dark,  bister-brown  hair  or  fur.  From  this 
lK>or  condition  of  fur  they  improve  as  they  grow  older,  shading 
darker,  finer,  thicker,  and  softer,  and  by  the  time  they  are  two 
years  of  age  they  are  "prime,"  though  the  animal  is  not  full- 
grown  until  its  fourth  or  fifth  year.  The  white  nose  and  mus- 
tache of  the  pup  are  not  changed  in  the  adult.  The  whiskeiB 
are  white,  short,  and  fine. 

The  female  has  two  teats,  resembling  those  of  a  cat,  placed 
between  the  hind  limbs  on  the  abdomen,  and  no  signs  of  more ; 
the  pup  sucks  a  year  at  least,  and  longer  if  its  mother  has  no 
other ;  the  mother  lies  upon  her  back  in  the  water  or  upon 
the  rocks,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  when  she  is  surprised  she 
protects  her  young  by  clasping  it  in  her  fore-paws  and  turning 
her  back  to  the  danger ;  they  shed  their  fur  just  as  the  hair  of 
man  grows  and  falls  out  ^  the  reason  is  evident,  for  they  must 
be  ready  for  the  water  at  all  times. 

The  seaotter  mother  sleeps  in  the  water  on  her  back,  with 
her  young  clasped  between  her  fore-paws.  The  pup  cannot 
live  without  its  mother,  though  frequent  attempts  have  been 
made  by  the  natives  to  raise  them,  as  they  often  capture  them 
alive,  but,  like  ,some  other  species  of  wild  animals,  it  seems  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


60  ALASKA. 

be  so  deeply  imbued  with  fear  of  man  that  it  invariably  dies 
from  self-iai  posed  starvation. 

Their  food,  as  might  be  inferred  from  the  flat  molars  of  denti- 
tion, is  almost  entirely  composed  of  clams,  muscles,  and  sea- 
urchins,  of  which  they  are  very  fond,  and  which  they  break  by 
striking  the  shells  together,  held  in  each  fore  paw,  sucking  out 
the  contents  as  they  are  fractured  by  these  efforts ;  they  also 
undoubtedly  eat  crabs,  and  the  juicy,  tender  fronds  of  kelp  or 
sea-weed,  and  lish. 

They  are  not  polygamous,  and  more  than  an  individual  is 
seldom  seen  at  a  time  when  out  at  sea.  The  flesh  is  very  un- 
palatable, highly  charged  with  a  rank  smell  and  flavor. 

They  are  playful,  it  would  seem,  for  I  am  assured  by  several 
old  hunters  that  they  have  watched  the  sea-otter  for  a  half  an 
hour  as  it  lay  upon  its  back  in  the  water  and  tossed  a  piece  of 
sea-weed  up  in  the  air  from  paw  to  paw,  apparently  taking 
great  delight  in  catching  it  before  it  coiild  fall  into  the  water. 
It  will  also  play  with  its  young  for  hours. 

The  quick  hearing  and  acute  smell  possessed  by  the  sea-otter 
are  not  equaled  by  any  other  creatures  in  the  Territory.  They 
will  take  alarm  and  leave  from  the  effects  of  a  small  fire,  four 
or  five  miles  to  the  windward  of  them ;  and  the  footstep  of  man 
must  be  washed  by  many  tides  before  its  trace  ceases  to  alarm 
the  animal  and  drive  it  from  landing  there  should  it  approach 
for  that  purpose. 

There  are  four  principal  methods  of  capturing  the  sea-otter, 
viz,  by  surf -shooting  J  by  spearing-surroundsy  by  clubbing^  and  by 
nets. 

The  surf-shooting  is  the  common  method,  but  has  only  been 
in  vogue  among  the  natives  a  short  time.  The  young  men  have 
nearly  all  been  supplied  with  rifles,  with  which  they  patrol  the 
shores  of  the  island  and  inlets,  and  whenever  a  sea-otter's  head 
is  seen  in  the  surf,  a  thousand  yards  out  even,  they  fire,  the 
great  distance  and  *the  noise  of  the  surf  preventing  the  sea- 
otter  from  taking  alarm  until  it  is  hit ;  and,  in  nine  times 
out  of  ten,  when  it  is  hit,  in  the  head,  which  is  all  that  is  ex- 
posed, the  shot  is  fatal,  and  the  hunter  waits  until  the  surf 
brings  his  quarry  in,  if  it  is  too  rough  for  him  to.  venture  out 
in  his  "  bidarkie.''  This  shooting  is  kept  up  now  the  whole 
year  round. 

The  spearing-surround  is  the  orthodox  native  system  of  cap- 
ture, and  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon  them  as  bold,  hardy 
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watermen.  A  party  of  fifteen  or  twenty  bidarkies,  with  two 
men  in  each,  as  a  rule,  all  under  the  control  of  a  chief  elected 
by  common  consent,  start  out  in  pleasant  weather,  or  when  it 
is  not  too  rough,  and  spread  themselves  out  in  a  long  line, 
alowly  paddling  over  the  waters  where  sea-otters  are  most 
usually  found.  When  any  one  of  them  discovers  an  otter, 
asleep,  most  likely,  in  the  water,  he  makes  a  quiet  signal,  and 
there  is  not  a  word  spoken  or  a  paddle  splashed  while  they  are 
on  the  hunt.  He  darts  toward  the  animal,  but  generally  the 
alarm  is  taken  by  the  sensitive  object,  which  instantly  dives 
before  the  Aleut  can  get  near  enough  to  throw  his  spear.  The 
hunter,  however,  keeps  right  on,  and  stops  his  canoe  directly 
over  the  spot  where  the  otter  disappeared.  The  others,  taking 
note  of  the  position,  all  deploy  and  scatter  in  a  circle  of  half  a 
mile  wide  around  the  mark  of  departure  thus  made,  and  pa- 
tiently wait  for  the  re-appearance  of  the  otter,  which  must  take 
place  within  fifteen  or  thirty  minutes  for  breath ;  and  as  soon 
as  this  happens  the  nearest  one  to  it  darts  forward  in  the  same 
manner  as  his  predecessor,  when  all  hands  shout  and  throw 
their  spears,  to  make  the  animal  dive  again  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible, Uius  giving  it  scarcely  an  instant  to  recover  itself.  A 
sentry  is  placed  over  its  second  diving- wake  as  before,  and  the 
circle  is  drawn  anew ;  and  the  surprise  is  often  repeated,  some- 
times for  two  or  three  hours,  until  the  sea-otter,  from  inter- 
rupted respiration,  becomes  so  filled  with  air  or  gases  that  he 
cannot  sink,  and  becomes  at  once  an  easy  victim. 

The  coolness  with  which  these  Aleuts  will  go  far  out  to  sea  in 
their  cockle-shell  kyacks,  and  risk  the  approach  of  gales  that 
are  as  apt  to  be  against  them  as  not,  with  a  mere  handful  of 
food  and  less  water,  is  remarkable.  They  are  certainly  as  hardy 
a  set  of  hunters,  patient  and  energetic,  as  can  be  found  in  the 
world. 

The  clubbing  is  only  done  in  the  winter-season,  and  then  at 
infrequent  intervals,  which  occur  when  tremendous  gales  of 
wind  from  the  northward,  sweeping  down  over  Saanach,  have 
about  blown  themselves  out.  The  natives,  the  very  boldest  of 
them,  set  out  from  Saanach,  and  scud  down  on  the  tail  of  the 
gale  to  the  far  outlying  rocks,  just  sticking  out  above  surf- wash, 
where  they  creep  up  from  the  leeward  to  the  sea-otters  found 
there  at  such  times,  with  their  heads  stuck  into  the  beds  of  kelp 
to  avoid  the  wind.  •  The  noise  of  the  gale  is  greater  than  that 
made  by  the  stealthy  movements  of  the  hunters,  who,  armed 
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each  with  a  short,  heavy,  wooden  clab,  dispatch  the  animals, 
one  after  another,  without  alarming  the  whole  body,  and  in  this 
way  two  Aleuts,  brothers,  were  known  to  have  dain  seventy- 
eight  in  less  than  an  hoar  and  a  half. 

There  is  no  driving  these  animals  out  upon  land.  They  are 
fierce  and  courageous,  and,  when  surprised  by  a  man  between 
themselveis  and  the  water,  they  will  make  for  the  sea,  straight 
without  any  regard  for  the  hunter,  their  progress,  by  a  succes- 
sion of  short  leaps,  being  very  rapid  for  a  small  distance.  The 
greatest  care  is  taken  by  the  sea-otter  hunters  on  Saanach. 
They  have  lived  in  the  dead  of  a  severe  winter  six  weeks  at  a 
time  without  kindling  a  fire,  and  with  certain  winds  they  never 
light  one.  They  do  not  smoke,  nor  do  they  scatter  or  empty 
food-refuse  on  the  beaches.  Of  all  this  I  am  assured '  by  one 
who  is  perhaps  the  first  white  eye-witness  of  this  winter-hunt- 
ing, as  he  lived  on  the  island  throng  that  of  1872-73,  and 
could  not  be  induced  to  repeat  it. 

The  hunting  by  use  of  nets  calls  up  the  strange  dissimilarity 
existing  now,  as  it  has  in  all  time  past,  between  the  practice  of 
the  Atka  and  Attou  Aleuts  and  that  of  those  of  Ounalashka  and 
the  eastward,  as  given  above.  These  people  capture  the  sea- 
otter  in  nets,  from  16  to  18  feet  long  and  6  to  10  feet  wide,  with 
coarse  meshes,  made  nowadays  of  twine,  but  formerly  of 
sinew. 

On  the  kelp-beds  these  nets  are  spread  out,  and  the  natives 
withdraw  and  watch.  The  otters  come  to  sleep  or  rest  on  these 
places,  and  get  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  the  nets,  seeming  to 
make  little  or  no  effort  to  escape,  paralyzed  as  it  were  by  fear, 
and  fall  in  this  way  easily  into  the  hands  of  the  trappers,  who 
tell  me  that  they  have  caught  as  many  as  six  at  one  time  in  one 
of  these  small  nets,  and  frequently  get  three.  They  also  watch 
for  surf -holes  or  caves  in  the  bluffs,  and,  when  one  is  found  to 
which  a  sea-otter  is  in  the  habit  of  resorting,  they  set  this  net 
by  spreading  it  over  the  entrance,  and  usually  capture  the  an- 
imal. 

No  injury  whatever  is  done  to  these  frail  nets  by  the  sea- 
otters,  strong  animals  as  they  are ;  only  stray  sea-lions  destroy 
them.  The  Atka  people  have  never  been  known  to  hunt  sea- 
otters  without  nets,  while  the  people  of  Ounalashka  and  the 
eastward  have  never  been  known  to  use  them.  The  salt-water 
and  kelp  seem  to  act  as  a  disinfectant  to  the  net,  so  that  the 
smell  of  it  does  not  repel  or  alarm  the  shy  animal. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

THE     CONDITION     OP    AFFAIRS     ON     THE      SEAL 
ISLANDS,    PRYBILOV    GEOUP. 

THE  DISCOVERY  OF  THE  ISLANDS. 

When  the  Russians  first  came  into  the  country,  in  1760-'C5, 
the  abundance  of  sea-otter  skiqs  and  their  immensely-greater 
value  than  that  of  any  others  found,  caused  very  little  atten- 
tion to  be  paid  to  the  skins  of  fur-seals  or  those  of  other  ani- 
mals ;  but  the  great  diminution  of  otter-skins  toward  the  end 
of  1777-'78  raised  anew  the  question,  often  asked  the  natives 
but  in  vain,  as  to  where  the  fur-seal  bred,  such  numbers  of 
them  were  seen  every  year  in  the  spring  passing  north  and  in 
the  autumn  going  south  through  the  narrow  channels,  straits, 
&c.,  between  the  Aleutian  Islands.  This  regular  routine  of 
travel  followed  by  these  animals  every  year  pointed  to  some 
unknown  breeding-ground  in  Bering  Sea,  and  search  was  made 
for  it,  resulting  in  the  discovery  of  the  group  under  discussion, 
in  1786-'87,  by  Gehrman  Prybilov,  commanding  a  small  schoon- 
er, and  serving  one  of  the  twenty-eight  different  trading-com- 
panies and  traders  then  about  the  Aleutian  Archipelago.  The 
islands  were  without  population,  or  the  traces  even  of  human 
habitation. 

The  island  of  Saint  George  was  first  discovered  and  named 
after  thelittle  vessel  commanded  by  Prybilov,*  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  July,  1787,  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  was  noticed  by 
the  men  stationed  at  Saint  George  looming  on  the  northwest 
horizon,  twenty-seven  miles  distant. 

Prybilov  endeavored  to  keep  the  discovery  to  himself,  but  in 
less  than  a  month  after  his  return  to  Ouualashka  it  was  well 
known.  The  competition  there  was  so  lively,  that  as  many  as 
six  companies  established  themselves  at  6nce  on  the  Seal  Islands, 
and  a  number  of  irregular  visitors  now  and  then  appeared.  The 
rapacity  and  shiftlessness  of  their  management  is  well  described 
by  a  Russian  historian,  from  whom  I  have  translated  extracts 
bearing  upon  this  subject,  and  which  will  be  found  in  its  proper 

•Prybilov  died  at  Sitka  while  in  command  of  the  ship  "  Three  Saints/^ 
March,  1796. 
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place.  Id  1790  the  Bussian  American  Company  received  the 
monopoly  of  all  Alaska,  and  it  at  once  organized  a  colony  of 
^^  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  souls"  at  Sitka  and  Ounalashka, 
principally  natives  of  the  latter  place,  and  planted  the  settle- 
ments which  still  exist  on  the  islands,  and  after  many  years  of 
most  faulty  management  of  the  sealing  business  they  came  to 
regard  it  with  so  good  an  eye  to  its  preservation  and  perpetua- 
tion, that  their  rules  and  regulatious  in  regard  to  these  poiuts 
are  still  in  force,  no  subsequent  observation  having  suggested 
an  improvement  on  them  until  the  date  of  the  writei-'s  arrival 
on  the  islands,  April,  1872. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  certain  agents  of  the  old 
Eussian  company,  and  a  countryman  of  ours,  in  lS68-'69,*  who 
have  by  their  attention  and  action  saved  this  most  interesting 
and  valuable  exhibition  of  animal  life  from  the  wanton,  improv- 
ident destruction  which  has  been  visited  upon  the  great  fur-seal 
rookeries  of  the  Southern  Ocean. 

The  fact  that  the  fur-seals  frequent  these  islands,  and  those 
of  Bering  and  Copper,  on  the  Bussian  side,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  land,  is  at  first  a  little  singular;  but  when  we  come  to 
examine  the  subject  we  find  that  these  animals,  when  they 
come  out  to  lie  two  or  three  months  on  the  land,  as  they  most 
do  by  their  habit  during  the  breeding-season,  require  a  cool, 
moist  atmosphere ;  also,  firm  and  dry  land,  or  dry  rock,  upon 
which  to  take  their  positions  and  remain  for  the  season ;  if  the 
rookery-ground  is  hard  and  flat,  puddles  are  formed,  making  a 
slime,  which  very  quickly  takes  the  hair  off  the  animals;  hence 
they  carefully  avoid  any  such  landing.  If  they  occupy  a  sandy 
shore,  the  rain  beats  the  sand  into  their  large,  sensitive  eyes,  and 
into  their  fur,  so  that  they  are  obliged  from  irritation  to  leave. 
The  Seal  Islands  now  under  discussion  offer  very  remarkable 
advantages  for  landing,  especially  Saint  Paul,  where  the  ground 
of  basaltic  rock  and  of  volcanic  tufa  or  cement  slopes  up  grad- 
ually from  the  sea,  making  a  suitable  resting-place  for  millions 
of  these  intelligent  animals,  which  lie  out  here  two  and  three 
months  every  year  in  perfect  peace  and  contentment. 

There  is  no  ground  of  this  character  offered  elsewhere  in  the 
country,  on  the  Aleutians,  on  the  mainland,  or  on  Saint  Mat- 
thew's, or  Saint  Lawrence;  the  latter  islands  were  surveyed 
during  the  past  season  to  settle  this  question,  and  the  notes 
will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 


*  H.  M.  Hatch iDson. 
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I.  DESCRIPTION  OP  THE  ISLANDS. 

The  Prybilov  group  of  fur-seal  islands  occupy  the  most  iso- 
lated portion  of  any  land  in  Bering  Sea,  the  three  nearest  land- 
points  to  them  being  nearly  equidistant;  Saint  Matthew's 
and  Knnivok  Islands,  Cape  i^Tewenham,  on  the  mainland,  and 
Ounalashka  Island,  all  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  off; 
and  in  this  location  ocean-currents  from  the  great  Pacific,  to 
the  southward,  warmer  than  the  normal  temperature  of  their 
latitude,  ebb  and  flow  around  them  pn  their  way  to  the  Arctic 
and  elsewhere,  and  give  rise  in  this  way  during  the  summer 
months  and  early  autumn  to  constant  thick,  humid  fogs  and 
drizzling  mists  which  hang  in  heavy  banks  over  the  islands 
and  sea^  seldom  breaking  away  to  indicate  a  pleasant  day. 

By  the  middle  or  end  of  October,  high,  cold  winds  carry  off 
the  moisture  and  clear  up  the  air,  and  by  the  end  of  January 
or  early  in  February,  usually  bring  down  from  the  north  and 
northwest  great  fields  of  broken  ice,  not  very  heavy  or  thick, 
but  still  covering  the  whole  surface  of  the  sea,  shutting  in  the 
land  tompletely,  and  hushing  the  wonted  roar  of  the  surf  for 
a  mouth  or  six  weeks  at  a  time.  In  exceptionally  cold  seasons, 
for  three  and  even  four  months  the  coast  will  be  ice-bound;  and 
winters,  on  the  other  hand,  occur,  like  the  last  one,  (1873-'74,) 
in  which  not  even  the  sight  of  an  ice-floe  was  recorded,  and 
there  was  very  little  skating  on  the  little  lakes,  but  this  is  not 
often  the  case.  The  breaking  up  of  winter-weather  usually 
commences  about  the  first  week  in  April,  the  ice  beginning  to 
leave  or  dissolve  at  that  time  or  a  little  later,  so  that  by  the 
1st  or  the  5th  of  May  generally,  the  beaches  and  rocky  sea- 
margins  are  clear  and  free  from  ice  and  snow ;  although  snow 
occasionally  lies  in  gullies  and  leeward  hill-slopes,  where  it  has 
drifted  during  the  winter,  until  the  end  of  July  and  middle  of 
August.  Fog,  damp,  thick,  and  heavy,  closes  in  about  the  end 
of  May,  and  this,  the  usual  sign  of  summer,  holds  on  steadily 
until  the  middle  or  end  of  October. 

The  periods  of  change  are  exceedingly  irregular  in  autumn 
and  spring,  but  in  summer  the  uniformity  of  the  weather,  with 
cool,  moist,  shady,  gray  fbg,  is  constant,  and  to  this  certainty 
of  favorable  climate,  coupled  with  the  perfect  isolation  and  ex- 
ceeding fitness  of  the  ground,  is  due,  without  doubt,  the  prefer- 
ence for  it  manifested  by  the  warm-blooded  animals  which 
come  here  every  year,  to  the  practical  exclusion  of  all  other 
ground,  in  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands,  to  breed. 

5  AL  T 
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Tbe  climate  of  these  islands  bas  received  careful  attcDtion^ 
as  win  be  seen  by  reference  to  tbe  report  of  Air.  Cbarles  P.  Fish, 
of  tbe  United  States  Signal-Service,  to  which  reference  may  be 
made  for  more  detailed  information  upon  the  subject.  I  sim- 
ply remark  here  that  tbe  winter  of  1872-'73  was  one  of  ijreat 
severity,  and,  according  to  tbe  natives,  such  as  is  very  seldom 
experienced ;  but  cold  as  it  was,  however,  the  lowest  marking 
by  thermometer  was  but  12^  Fahrenheit  below  zero,  ami  that 
for  a  few  hours  only  during  a  day  in  February,  while  the  mean 
of  tbe  month  was  18^  above.  Tbe  coldest  month,  Marcb,  gave 
a  mean  of  12^  above,  while  the  mean  of  a  usual  winter  is  no 
lower  than  22^  or  20^;  but  the  high  north  winds  which  I  ex- 
perienced during  that  winter  were  blowing  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  time,  and  made  all  outdoor  exercise  impractica- 
ble. On  a  day  in  Marcb,  for  example,  its  velocity  was  at  the 
rate  of  eighty-eight  miles  per  hour,  with  as  low  a  t«mi)eratare 
as  —40]  With  a  wind  blowing  but  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles 
an  hour,  at  a  much  higher  temperature,  as  at  15^  or  10°  above 
zero,  it  is  necessary  to  be  most  thoroughly  wrapped  up  to 
guard  against  freezing,  if  any  journey  is  to  be  made  on  foot 

There  are  here,  virtually,  but  two  seasons,  winter  and  summer. 
To  the  former  belong  November  and  the  following  months  np  to 
the  end  of  April,  with  a  mean  of  20^  to  28^,  while  the  transition 
to  summer  is  but  a  slight  elevation  in  temperature,  only  15^  to 
20^5  of  tbe  summer  months  July  is  perhaps  tbe  wrjmest,  usually 
with  a  mean  of  46^  to  56^  in  ordinary  seasons. 

It  is  astonishing  how  rapidly  snow  melts  here  at  a  single 
degree  above  freezing,  and  after  several  consecutive  days  ia 
April  or  May  at  34^  and  36o,  grass  begins  to  grow,  even  if  it  be 
under  melting  drifts  and  the  frost  is  many  feet  in  depth  under 
it.  In  tbe  appendix  I  have  placed  a  table,  compiled  from  the 
report  of  Mr.  Fish,  above  referred  to,  as  interesting  in  show- 
ing the  character  of  a  very  severe  winter  on  the  Seal  Islands.^ 

Theformation  of  these  islands  was  recent,  geologically  speak- 
ing, and  due  to  direct  volcanic  agency,  which  lifted  them  abruptly 
though  gradually  from  the  sea-bed,  building  upon  them  below 
the  water's-level  as  they  rose,  and  subsequently  above,  by  spout- 
holes  or  craters,  from  which  water-puddled  breccia  and  vol- 
ca^nic  ashes  and  tufa  were  thrown.  Soon  after  the  elevation 
and  deposition  of  tbe  igneous  matter,  all  volcanic  action  must 
have  ceased,  though  the  clearly  blown-out  throat  and  smooth, 
sharp-cut,  funnel-like  walls  of  a  crater  on  Otter  Island  (one  of 
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the  group,  six  miles  south  of  Saiut  Paul's)  would  seem  to 
indicate  quite  recent  action,  and  this  is  the  only  place  on  the 
Prybilov  Islands  where  anything  has  been  discharged  from  a 
crater  at  so  late  a  date. 

Since  the  period  of  the  upheaval  of  the  group  under  discus- 
sion  the  sea  has  done  much  to  modify  and  enlarge  the  most 
important  island,  Saiut  Paul's,  while  the  others,  Saint  George 
and  Otter,  being  lifted  abruptly  above  the  power  of  water  and 
ice  to  carry  and  deposit  sand,  soil,  and  bowlders,  are  but  little 
changed. 

Saint  Paul's  Island  is  the  largest  and  far  the  most  import- 
ant and  valuableof  the  whole  group.  Upon  my  firstarrival  there 
in  April,  1872, 1  was  surprised  to  find  that  no  steps  had  been 
taken  to  obtain  an  accurate  or  even  approximately  correct  idea 
of  the  size  and  shape  of  it.  I  at  once  set  to  work  upon  it,  and 
give  herewith  as  the  result  of  this  labor  the  first  definite  figures 
as  to  its  dimension  and  area,  together  with  a  map  showing  the 
outline  and  topography,  with  special  sketches  of  the  area  and 
position  of  each  fur-seal  "rookery"  or  breeding-ground. 

The  Reef  Point  of  the  island  stands  in  latitude  67^  8'  north, 
and  west  longitude  170o  12',  being  the  most  southerly  land. 
The  island  is  in  its  greatest  length,  between  northeast  and 
southwest  points,  13  miles  air-line,  and  in  greatest  width  a 
little  less  than  six.  It  has  a  superficial  area  of  about  33 
square  miles,  or  21,120  acres,  of  diversified,  rough,  and  rocky 
uplands,  small,  rounded  hills,  which  either  set  down  boldly  to  the* 
sea,  or  fade  into  wet,  mossy  fiats  and  dry  drifting  sand-dune 
tracts.  It  has  42  miles  of  shore-line,  16^  of  which  are  used 
by  the  fur-seals  en  masse. 

At  the  time  of  its  first  upheaval  above  the  sea  it  must 
have  presented  the  appearance  of  ten  or  twelve  little  rocky- 
bluff'  islets  or  points,  upon  some  of  which  were  craters,  vomit- 
ing breccia  and  cinders,  but  with  little  or  no  lava  overflowing ; 
the  plutonic  power  after  this  ceased  to  act,  and  the  sea  com- 
menced the  work  of  building  on  to  the  skeleton  thus  created, 
and  to-day  so  thorough  and  successful  has  it  been  in  its  labor 
of  sand-shifting,  together  with  the  aid  of  ice-floes,  in  their  ac- 
tion of  grinding,  lifting,  and  shoving,  that  nearly  all  of  the 
scattered  islets,  within  the  present  area  of  the  island,  are  com- 
pletely bound  together  by  bars  of  sand  and  bowlders,  which  are 
raised  above  the  highest  tides  by  winds  that  whirl  the  sand  up 
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as  it  drives  out  from  the  wasli  of  Gurf,  aud  rocks  lifted  and 
pushed  up  by  ice-fields. 

The  sand  which  plays  so  important  a  part  iu  the  formation 
of  Saint  Paul's  Island,  and  which  is  almost  entirely  wanting  on 
aud  around  the  others  in  this  group,  is  largely  composed  of  Fo- 
raminiferay  together  with  I>iatomacea  n\ixed  iu  with  the  volcanic 
base.  It  changes  color  like  a  chamelei)n  as  it  passes  from  wet 
to  dry,  being  a  rich  steely-black  at  the  surf-margin,  then  dry- 
ing out  to  a  soft  purplish  brown  and  gray,  succeeding  to  tints 
most  delicate,  of  reddish  and  pale  gray  when  warmed  by  the 
sun  and  drifting  with  the  wind.  The  sand-dune  tracts  on  this 
island  are  really  attractive  in  the  summer  at  certain  times 
when  the  weather  is  pleasant ;  the  most  luxuriant  grass  and  a 
variety  of  beautiful  flowers  exist  in  profusion  on  them. 

As  these  sand  and  bowlder  bars  were  forming  on  Saint  Paul's 
Island,  in  making  across  from  inlet  to  inlet,  they  inclosed  small 
collections  of  sea-water,  thus  giving  rise  to  a  number  of  lakes, 
which  nearly  all  become  fresh  ;  in  them  are  no  reptiles  or  fish, 
but  a  great  number  of  minute  Eotifera  sport  about  in  all  of 
them  whenever  the  water  is  examined }  several  water-plants 
and  algsa  flourish,  especially  so  in  the  large  lake,  which  is  very 
shallow. 

The  total  absence  of  a  harbor  in  the  group  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. The  village  of  Saint  Paul,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  map,  is  located  so  as  to  command  the  best  landings  that 
can  be  made  from  vessels  during  the  prevalence  of  any  winds 
other  than  southerly ;  firom  these  there  is  no  shelter  for  vessels, 
unless  they  run  around  to  the  north  side,  where  they  are  unable 
to  hold  communication  or  to  discharge.  At  Saint  George  ma^ 
ters  are  still  worse,  for  all  northerly,  westerly,  and  easterly 
winds  drive  the  shipping  away  from  the  village  roadstead,  and 
weeks  often  pass  at  either  island  before  a  cargo  is  landed  at  its 
destination.  The  approach  to  Saint  Paul  during  thick  weather 
is  very  hazardous,  for  the  land  is  mostly  low,  and  does  not  loom 
up  like  Saint  George  through  the  fog ;  there  are,  besides,  nu- 
merous reefs  making  out,  which  are  not  found  around  the  other 
island.  Captain  Baker  carefully  sounded  out  these  localities 
last  summer,  while  waiting  for  us,  and  I  have  placed  the  resalt 
of  this  valuable  work  on  my  chart,  so  that  the  next  captain  of 
a  revenue- vessel  coming  here  will  be  able  to  feel  his  way  in 
with  some  degree  of  security. 

Saint  George's  Island  is  next  in  order  of  importance  and 
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size,  and  io  regard  to  its  size,  shape,  &c.,  I  found  the  same 
want  of  knowledge  experienced  at  Saint  Paul's ;  a  survey,  which 
I  immediately  made  on  my  first  arrival,  June,  1873,  gives  to 
the  island  'a  length  of  not  quite  ten  and  a  half  miles  by  four 
and  a  quarter  between  points  of  the  greatest  width.  It  has  an 
area  of  about  twentj'-seven  square  miles;  has  twenty-nine 
miles  of  coast-line,  of  which  only  two  and  a  quarter  are  visited 
by  the  fur-seals,  and  which  is,  in  fact  all  the  eligible  landing- 
ground  afforded  them  by  the  structure  of  the  island,  which 
rises  everywhere  else,  save  at  the  village-front,  abruptly  firom 
the  water,  which  breaks  boldly  at  the  bases  of  the  lofty  cliffs 
all  around.  !Nearly  half  of  the  shore-line  of  Saint  Paul  is  a 
sand-beach,  while  on  Saint  George  there  is  less  than  a  mile  of 
it  all  put  together,  viz,  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the 
village,  the  same  extent  at  the  Garden  Cove,  southeast  side, 
and  less  than  half  a  mile  at  Zapadnie,  on  the  south  side.  Sev- 
eral thousand  sea-lions  hold  exclusive  though  shy  possession  of 
half  a  mile  of  good  landing  on  the  east  side. 

"  Tolstoi  Meesy^l  or  East  Cape,  lies  in  north  latitude  56^  37'  1'',* 
and  the  west  end,  or  ^^Dalnoi  MeeSj^  5G^  38' 3'',*  with  west 
longitudes  of  169o  27'*  and  169o  44'»,  respectively,  while  the 
village,  on  the  north  shore,  is  in  50o  39'  16".6, 169o  19'  6". 

On  the  north  shore  of  the  island,  three  miles  west  from  the 
village,  a  grand  bluff  wall  of  basalt  and  tufa  intercalated  rises 
abruptly  from  the  sea  to  a  height  of  920  feet  at  the  reach  of 
greatest  elevation,  and  runs  clear  around  the  island  to  Zapad- 
nie, a  distance  of  some  ten  miles,  without  affording  a  single 
passage-way  up  from  or  down  to  the  sea.  Upon  the  innumer- 
able ledges  and  in  countless  chinks  and  crannies  millions  of 
water-fowl  breed  during  the  summer-months. 

The  general  elevation  of  Saint  George,  while  not  great,  is  on 
an  average  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  Saint  Paul,  which  is 
quite  low,  and  slopes  gently  to  the  sea  east  and  north.  But 
Saint  George  rises  abruptly,  with  exceptional  spots  for  land- 
ing. The  highest  land  on  Saint  George  is  930  feet,  and  the 
summit  of  the  high  bluffs  before  mentioned;  that  on  Saint 
Paul  is  Boga  Slov  Hill,  600  feet.  All  elevations  on  either  island 
10  or  12  feet  above  sea-level  are'  rough  and  hummocky,  with 

*  These  observatioDS  are  taken  from  Russian  authority,  and  are  several 
miles  out  of  the  way,  but  the  only  ones  available.  That  of  the.  village  was 
determined  by  Lieutenant  Maynard  last  summer,  July  10,  and  may  bo  con- 
sidered accurate. 
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the  exception  of  the  summits  of  a  few  cinder-hills.  The  supply 
of  water  is  abundant  and  good.  The  only  living  stream  of 
water  on  the  Seal  Islands  is  found  on  Saint  George,  a  small 
clear  brook  that  empties  into  the  Garden  Cove ;  but  the  area 
covered  by  fresh-water  lakes  on  this  island  is  very  much  less 
than  that  of  Saint  Paul. 

Weathered  out  or  washed  from  the  basalt  and  pockete  of 
olivine  on  the  islands  are  aggregates  of  augite,  seen  most 
abundant  on  the  summit  sloi)es  of  Ahlucheyeh  Hill,  Saint 
George.  Specimens  from  the  stratified  bands  of  old,  friable, 
gray  lavas,  so  conspicuous  on  the  bluffs  of  the  north  shore  of 
this  island,  show  the  existence  of  hornblende  and  vitreous  feld- 
spar in  considerable  quantity,  while  on  the  south  shore,  near 
the  Garden  Cove,  is  a  large  dike  of. a  bluish  and  greenish-gray 
phonolitic  rock,  in  which*  numerous  small  crystals  of  spinel  are 
found.  A  dike  with  well-defined  walls  of  old,  close-grained 
clay-colored  lava  is  close  by  the  village  of  Saint  George,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  east  from  the  landing,  in  the  face  of  breccia 
bluffs  that  rise  from  the  sea.  It  is  the  only  example  of  its  kind 
on  these  islands. 

The  foundations  of  the  islands,  all  of  them,  are  basalt,  some 
compact,  grayish-white,  but  most  of  them  exceedingly  porous 
and  ferruginous ;  and  upon  this  solid  floor  are  many  hills  of 
brown  and  red  basaltic  tufas,  cinder-heaps,  &c.  ^'Poloviua 
Sopka,"  the  second  point  in  elevation  on  Saint  Paul's,  (550  feet,) 
is  almost  entirely  built  up  of  red  scorise  and  breccia.  The 
bluffs  at  the  shore,  "  Polovina  Point,"  show  the  hard  basaltic 
underpinning  upon  which  the  hill  rests.  The  tufas  on  both 
islands  decompose  and  weather  into  fertile  soil,  which  the 
severe  climate  renders  useless.  There  is  not  a  trace  of  a  granitic 
or  gneissic  rock  found  in  situ.  Several  metamorphic  bowlders 
have  been  collected,  which  were  dropped  upon  the  beaches  by 
ice-floes,  brought  down  by  the  strong  northwesters  from  the 
Asiatic  coast. 

The  black -brown  tufa  and  breccia  bluffs  at  the  East  Land- 
ing, Saint  Paul's  Island,  rise  abruptly  from  the  sea  there  60  to 
80  feet,  with  stratified  horizontal  bands  of  a  light-gray  calcare- 
ous conglomerate  or  cement,  in  which  are  imbedded  sundry 
fossils  characteristic  of  the  Tertiary  age,  such  as  Cardium  grcsn- 
landicuniy  decoratum,  Astarte  pectuncula^  &c.  This  is  the  only 
locality  in  the  Prybilov  Islands  where  any  pnleontological  evi- 
dence of  their  age  can  bo  found. 
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Otteb  Island  ranks  third  in  the  group,  and  lies  six  miles 
south-southwest  from  the  "  Reef  Point '^  of  Saint  Paul's  Island. 
It  is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  greatest  length  by  less  than 
half  a  mile  in  extreme  width.  The  east,  south,  and  west  shores 
are  bold  <and  bluffy,  not  to  be  approached  by  men,  and  hardly 
by  seals,  during  rough  weather ;  but  the  north  shore,  for  most 
^f  its  extent,  rises  quite  gradually  from  the  surf;  the  beach  is, 
however,  broken  and  rocky,  with  no  sand.  The  highest  point 
is  the  summit  of  the  bluffs  on'  the  west  end,  some  300  feet.  A 
small  shallow  lal^e  lies  near  the  north  shore  and  landing;  water 
impure  and  uncertain. 

On  this  island  there  is  no  breeding -ground  occupied  by  the 
fur-seals,  but  the  non-breeding  seals  lie  out  here  in  large  num- 
bers off  and  on  during  the  season. 

Walrus  Island,  fourth  and  last,  is  of  little  or  no  commer- 
cial importance,  but  a  very  interesting  spot — a  mere  table-rock, 
elevated  but  slightly  above  surf-wash,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
length  and  a  hundred  yards  in  width,  and,  like  Otter  Island, 
has  bold  water  all  around,  and,  better  still,  entirely  free  from 
reefs  or  sunken  rocks.  It  lies  six  miles  south-southeast  from 
northeast  point  of  Saint  Paul's.  There  is  no  fresh  water 
on  it. 

It  is  not  resorted  to  by  the  far-seals,  but  several  hundred 
male  walrus  {Rosmarua)  are  found  here  most  of  the  year,  and  a 
few  sea-lions  breed  there.  On  account  of  rough  weather,  fogs, 
&c.,  the  island  is  seldom  visited  by  the  natives  of  Saint  Paul, 
and  then  only  during  the  egging-season,  in  June  and  July, when 
the  island  is  literally  swarming  with  breeding  water-fowl. 

The  opportunity  afforded  here  of  seeing  the  strange  walrus- 
herds  to  the  very  best  advantage  is  not  equaled  by  any  other 
place  in  the  Territory.  Here  can  also  be  plainly  seen  the  move- 
ments and  habits  of  myriads  of  nesting  water-fowL 

Vegetation  on  these  islands,  with  the  exception  of  the  last 
named,  such  as  it  is,  is  fresh  and  luxuriant  during  the  growing 
season  of  June  and  July  and  early  August,  but  the  beauty  and 
economic  value  of  trees  and  shrubbery  seem  to  be  denied  to 
them  by  climatic  conditions,  though  I  am  strongly  inclined  to 
believe  that  any  of  the  hardy  shrubs  and  trees  indigenous  at 
>8itka  and  Eodiak  would  grow  here  if  transplanted  properly  on 
some  of  the  southern  hill-slopes  most  favored  by  soil,  drainage, 
and  position  ibr  shelter;  but  they  would  never  mature  their 
seed,  owing  to  the  want  of  sunlight  to  ripen,  so  that  reproduc* 
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tion  of  their  kiud  would  not  follow.  There  are,  however,  ten 
or  twelve  species  of  grasses  growing  in  every  variety,  from 
close,  early,  compact  tufts  on  the  seal-grounds,  to  tall  stalks, 
standing  in  favorable  seasons  waist-high  j  the  "  wheat '^  of  the 
north,  {ElymuSy)  together  with  over  a  hundred  varieties  of  an- 
nuals, perennials,  sphagnum,  cryptogamic  plants,  &c.,  all  flour- 
ishing in  their  respective  positions,  and  covering  nearly  every 
point  upon  which  plants  can  grow  with  a  living  coat  of  the 
greenest  of  all  greens,  as  there  is  not  sunlight  enough  to  ripen 
any  deep  tinge  of  yellow  into  it — so  green  that  it  gives  a  deep- 
blue  tint  to  gray  noonday  shadows,  contrasting  pleasantly  with 
the  varied  russets,  reds,  yellows,  and  grays  of  the  lichen-cov- 
ered rocks  and  the  bronzed  purple  of  the  wild  wheat  on  the 
sand-dune  tracts  in  autumn,  and  the  innumerable  blue,  yellow, 
pink,  and  white  blossoms  everywhere  interspersed.  Occasion- 
ally by  looking  closely  into  the  thickest  masses  of  verdure  our 
common  wild  violet  will  be  found.  The  floral  display  predomi- 
nates greatly  on  Saint  Paul,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  same 
extent  of  warm  sand-dune  country  on  the  other  islands. 

By  the  end  of  August  and  first  week  in  September  of  normal 
seasons,  the  small  edible  berries  {Empetrum  nigrum  and  £u^«« 
chamcemorus)  are  ripe,  which  are  found  in  considerable  quanti- 
ties, the  former  being  small,  watery,  and  black,  about  the  size 
of  an  English  or  black  currant,  and  the  other  resembling  an 
unripe  and  partly- decayed  raspberry.  They  are  the  only  fruit 
afforded  by  the  islands,  and  are  of  course  keenly  relished  by 
the  natives. 

There  are  very  few  insects  on  the  Seal  Islands.  A  large 
flesh-fly  appears  during  the  summer  in  a  striking  manner,  and 
settles  upon  the  long  grass-blades  which  flourish  on  the  killing- 
grounds  especially,  settling  by  tens  of  millions,  causing  the 
vegetation  over  the  whole  slaughtering-field  and  vicinity  to 
fairly  droop  to  the  earth  as  though  beaten  down  by  a  tornado 
of  wind  and  rain.  Our  common  house-fly  is  not  present,  and 
those  just  mentioned  never  come  into  the  dwellings  unless  by 
accident.  It  does  not  annoy  man  or  beast.  There  are  no  mos- 
quitoes. A  small  gnat  flits  about,  inoffensive,  taking  shelter  in 
the  grass. 

Aside  from  the  seal-life  on  the  Prybilov  Islands,  there  are  no 
indigenous  mammalia  with  the  exception  of  blue  and  white 
foxes,  and  the  lemming,  {Myodes  obeiisis^)  which  latter  is  re- 
stricted, singularly  enough,  to  the  island  of  Saint  George, where 
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it  is  exceedlDgly  abundant.  Its  burrows  and  paths  under  and 
among  the  grassy  hummocks  and  mossy  flats  literally  checker 
every  square  rod  of  land  there  covered  with  this  vegetation  ; 
and  although  Saint  Paul's  Island  lies  but  twenty-nine  miles  to 
the  northwest,  not  a  single  one  of  these  active,  curious  little 
animals  is  found  there. 

'  The  foxes  ( Vulpes  lagopus)  are  also,  of  their  kind,  restricted 
to  these  islands,  not  being  found  elsewhere,  except  stray  exam- 
ples, which  get  cast  away  on  the  ice  at  Attou  or  Saint  Mat- 
thew's, and  And  here  among  the  countless  chinks  and  crevices 
in  the  basaltic  formation'  comfortable  holes  for  their  accommo- 
dation and  retreat,  feeding  fat  upon  sick  and  pup  seals,  water- 
fowl, and  eggs  during  the  summer,  and  living  through  the  win- 
ter upon  the  bodies  of  seals  left  upon  the  breeding-grounds  and 
the  carcasses  upon  the  killing-flekls. 

The  islands  are  as  yet  free  from  rats,  but  mice  have  been 
brought  long  ago  in  ships'  cargoes,  and  are  a  great  pest  in  the 
winter. 

As  might  be  inferred  from  their  formation,  these  islands  pos- 
sess no  mineral  wealth  of  economic  value  whatever. 

Stock  cannot  be  profitably  raised  here ;  the  proportion  of 
severe  winter  is  too  great,  as  from  three,  at  least,  to  perhaps 
sii  months  of  the  year  they  would  require  feeding  and  water- 
ing, with  good  shelter.  To  furnish  animals  with  hay  and  grain 
is  a  costly  matter,  and  the  dampness  of  the  growing  or  summer 
season  on  both  islands  renders  hay-curing  impracticable. 

Perhaps  a  few  head  of  hardy  Siberian  cattle  might  pick  up  a 
living  through  a  rough  winter  on  the  north  shore  of  Saint  Paul 
among  the  grassy  sand-dunes  there,  with  nothing  more  than 
shelter  and  water  given  them,  but  the  care  of  them  would 
hardly  return  expenses,  as  the  winter-grazing  ground  would  not 
support  any  great  number  of  animals,  it  being  less  than  two 
square  miles  in  extent,  and  half  of  this  area  being  unpro- 
ductive. 

I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think  that  reindeer  would  make  a 
successful  issue  with  any  struggle  here  that  they  might  have 
for  existence,  and  be  the  source  of  an  excellent  supply,  summer 
and  winter,  of  fresh  meat  for  the  agents  of  the  Government  and 
the  company^  who  may  be  living  upon  the  islands.  The  Eus- 
sians,  as  well  as  the  present  occupants  of  the  place,  were  in  the 
habit  of  keeping,  and  still  do  keep,  a  few  head  of  cattle,  and  a 
number  of  hogs  and  chickens  throughout  winters  for  table  use, 
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but  it  is  without  profit,  except  as  a  luxury.  The  natives  take 
their  poultry  into  their  houses,  aud  relish  their  pork  after  the 
hogs  have  fed  fat  upon  seal-carrion,  and  therefore  it  is  profitable 
to  them. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  detailed  chapter  upon  the 
ornithology  of  these  islands,  but  the  great  exhibition  of  pinni- 
pedia  preponderates  over  every  other  form  of  animal  life.  Still 
the  spectacle  of  birds  nesting  and  breeding,  as  they  do  on  Saint 
George's  Island,  to  the  number  of  millions,  flecking  the  high 
basaltic  bluffs,  (a  shore-line  of  that  character  twenty  miles  in 
length,)  black,  brown,  and  white,  as  they  perch  or  cling  to  the 
clififs  in  the  labor  of  incubation,  is  a  sight  of  exceeding  interest 
and  constant  novelty,  affording  the  naturalist  opportunity  for 
investigation  into  the  most  minute  details  of  the  reproduction 
of  these  vast  flocks  of  circumboreal  water-fowl.  Saint  Paul's 
Island,  owing  to  the  low  character  of  its  shore-line,  a  large  por- 
tion of  which  is  but  slightly  elevated  above  the  sea  and  is 
sandy,  is  not  visited  by  such  myriads  of  birds  as  are  seen  at 
Saint  George ;  but  the  small  rock.  Walrus  Island,  is  fairly  cov- 
ered with  sea-fowls,  and  the  Otter  Island  bluffs  are  crowded  to 
their  utmost.  The  variety  in  these  millions  of  breeding-birds 
is  not  great,  since  it  consists  of  only  ten  or  twelvefOames,  and 
the  whole  list  belonging  to  the  Prybilov  Islands,  stragglers 
and  migratory,  contains  but  forty  species.  Conspicuous  among 
the  last-named  class  is  the  robin,  which  was  brought  from  the 
mainland,  evidently  against  its  own  will,  by  a  storm  or  gale  of 
wind,  as  must  also  be  the  case  with  the  solitary  hawks  and 
owls  occasionally  noticed  here. 

After  the  dead  silence  of  a  long  ice-bound  winter,  the 
arrival  in  the  spring  of  large,  noisy  flocks  of  ^^choochkies'' 
{Phaleris  microceros)  is  most  cheerful  and  interesting.  These 
are  bright,  fearless  little  birds,  with  bodies  generally  plump  and 
fat,  and  come  usually  in  chattering  flocks  by  the  1st  to  the  5th  of 
May.  They  are  caught  by  the  people,  to  any  number  requuwd, 
in  hand  scoop-nets,  as  they  fly  to  and  from  their  nests,  made  in 
the  cliffs  and  among  bowlders.  They  are  succeeded  about  the 
:20th  July  by  large  flocks  of  fat,  red-legged  turn-stones,  likewise 
edible,  {StrepsilcLs  interpres^)  which  come  in  suddenly  from  the 
west  or  north,  where  they  have  been  breeding,  and  stop  on  the 
islands  for  a  month  or  six  weeks,  ty  feed  fat  upon\he  flesh-flies 
and  their  eggs,  which  swarm  over  the  killing-grounds  ]  these 
Iiandsome,  red-legged  birds  go  familiarly   among  the  seals, 
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chasing  flies,  goats,  &c.  They  are  followed,  as  they  leave  in 
September,  by  several  species  of  jacksnipe,  (Fringa  and  Chara- 
driu8y)  which,  howe.ver,  depart  by  the  end  of  October  and  early 
in  November,  and  when  winter  fairly  closes  in  upon  the  islands, 
the  load  roaring,  incessant  seal-din,  together  with  the  screams 
and  darkening  flight  of  innumerable  water-fowl,  are  replaced 
by  absolute  silence,  marking  out,  as  it  were,  in  lines  of  sharp 
and  vivid  contrast,  summer'a  life  and  winter's  death. 

I  have  been  unable  to  discover  a  single  representative  of  the 
reptiles  on  the  islands,  and  a  small  list  only  of  the  fishes  and  mol- 
luscans  rewarded  the  most  careful  search.  The  presence  of  such 
great  numbers  of  seals  in  the  water  about  the  islands  during 
five  and  six  months  of  every  year  renders  all  fishing  abortive, 
unless  expeditions  are  made  seven  or  eight  miles,  at  least,  from 
the  land,  with  the  exception  of  halibut,  which  the  natives  cap- 
ture within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  reef-point  and  south 
shore  during  July  and  August ;  but  the  weather  is  usually, 
after  this  season,  too  stormy  and  cold  for  the  fishermen  to 
venture  in  their  bidarkies  during  the  fall  or  spring. 

!!•     THE    NUMBERS    OF    FUB-SEALS  WHICH    ANNUALLY    VISIT 

THE  ISLANDS. 

Until  my  arrival  on  the  Seal  Islands,  April,  1872,  no  steps 
had  been  taken  toward  ascertaining  the  extent  or  the  impor- 
tance of  these  interests  of  the  Government  by  either  theTreasury 
a  gent  in  charge,  or  the  agent  of  the  company  leasing  the  islands. 
This  was  a  matter  of  no  especial  concern  to  the  latter,  but  was 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  Government.  It  hac^  however, 
failed  to  obtain  a  definite  knowledge  upon  the  subject,  on  account 
of  the  inaccurate  mode  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  the  seals 
which  had  been  adopted  by  its  agent,  who  relied  upon  an 
assumption  of  the  area  of  the  breeding  ^^  rookeries,"  but  who 
never  took  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  area  and  position  of 
these  great  seal-grounds  intrusted  to  his  care. 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  subject  during  two  whole  seasons, 
and  a  thorough  review  of  it  during  this  season  of  1874,  in  com- 
pany with  my  associate.  Lieutenant  Maynard,  I  propose  to  show 
plainly  and  in  sequence  the  steps  which  have  led  me  to  a  solu- 
tion of  th3  question  as  to  the  number  of  fur-seals  on  the  Prybi- 
lov  Islands,  together  with  the  determination  of  means  by  which 
the  agent  of  the  Government  will  be  able  to  correctly  report 
upon  the  condition  of  the  seal-life  from  year  to  year. 
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At  the  close  of  my  investigation  for  tbe  season  of  1872,  the 
fact  became  evident  that  the  breeding-seals  obeyed  implicitly 
a  fine,  instinctive  law  of  distribution^  so  that  the  breeding-ground 
occupied  by  them  was  always  covered  by  seals  in  an  exact  ratio, 
greater  or  less,  to  the  area  to  be  held  5  that  they  always  covered 
the  ground  evenly,  never  crowding  in  at  one  place  and  scatter- 
ing at  another  5  that  the  seals  lay  just  as  thickly  together  where 
the  rookery  was  a  small  orle  of  only  a  few  thousand,  as  at 
!Naspeel,  near  the  village,  as  they  did  where  a  million  of  them 
came  together,  as  at  Northeast  Point. 

This  fact  being  determined,  it  is  at  once  plain  tliat  just  as  the 
breeding-grounds  of  the  fur-seal  on  these  islands  expand  or  contract 
in  area  from  tlieir  prese^it  dimensions^  so  the  seals  will  have  in- 
creased or  diminished. 

Impressed,  therefore,  with  the  necessity  and  the  importance  of 
obtaining  the  exact  area  and  position  of  these  breeding-grounds, 
I  surveyed  them  in  1872-7  3  for  that  purpose,  and  resurveyed 
them  this  season  of  1874  ;  the  result  has  been  carefully  drawn 
and  plotted  out,  as  presented  in  the  accompahying  maps. 

The  time  for  taking  these  boundaries  of  the  rookeries  is 
during  the  week  of  their  greatest  expansion,  or  when  they  are 
as  full  as  they  are  to  be  for  the  season,  and  before  the  regular 
system  of  compact^  even  organization  breaJcs  «/?,  the  seals  then 
scattering  out  in  pods  or  clusters,  straying  far  back,  the  same 
number  covering  then  twice  as  much  ground  in  places  as  they 
did  before,  when  marshaled  on  the  rookery-ground  proper; 
the  breeding-seals  remain  on  the  rookery  perfectly  quiet  and 
en  masse  for  a  week  or  ten  days  during  the  period  of  greatest 
expansion,  which  is  between  the  10th  and  20th  of  July,  giving 
ample  time  for  the  agent  to  correctly  note  the  exact  boundaries 
of  the  area  covered  by  them ;  this  step  on  the  part  of  the  Gtov- 
ernment  officer  puts  him  in  possession  every  year  of  exact  data 
upon  which  to  base  a  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  seal-life^ 
as  compared  with  the  year  or  years  previous.  In  this  way  my 
record  of  the  precise  area  and  position  of  the  fur-seal  breeding- 
grounds  on  Saint  Paul's  Island  in  the  season  of  1872,  and  that 
of  Saint  George  in  the  season  of  1873,  correctly  serves  as  a 
definite  basis  for  all  time  to  come  upon  which  to  found  author- 
itative reports  from  year  to  year  as  to  any  change,  increase,  or 
diminution  of  the  seal-life.  It  is,  therefore,  very  important  that 
the  Government  should  have  an  agent  in  charge  of  these  novel 
and  valuable  interests  who  is  capable,  by  virtue  of  edncatioQ 
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and  energy,  to  correctly  observe  and  report  tbo  area  and  posi- 
tion of  the  rookeries  year  by  year. 

With  a  knowledge  of  the  superficial  area  of  these  breeding- 
grounds,  the  way  is  opened  to  a  very  interesting  calculation 
as  to  the  number  of  the  fur-seals  upon  them.  For  an  estimate 
based  apparently  upon  good  foundations,  the  following  is  the 
plan  by  which  I  have  been  guided : 

When  the  adult  males  and  females  (fifteen  of  the  latter  to 
every  one  of  the  former)  all  arrive  upon  the  rookery,  I  think  a 
space  a  little  less  than  two  feet  square  to  each  female  is  a  large 
one  for  that  required  by  each  animal,  in  obedience  to  its  habit, 
and  may  safely  be  said  to  be  under  the  mark ;  now,  every  female 
or  ^^cow^  on  its  two  feet  square  doubles  herself  that  is,  &rtn^« 
forth  her  young^  and  in  a  few  days,  or  about  a  week  after  its 
birth,  she  visits  the  water,  and  is  not  one-quarter  of  the  time 
on  land  again  during  the  season.  In  this  way  it  is  clear  that 
the  female  seals  almost  double  their  number  on  the  rookery- 
grounds  without  causing  the  expansion  of  the  same  beyond  the 
limits  that  would  be  required  by  the  adults  alone ;  for  every 
100,000  breeding-seals  will^  be  found  to  consist  of  nlore  than 
85,000  females  and  less  than  15,000  males,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
after  the  landing  of  the  females,  they  will  show  about  180,000 
males,  females,  and  young^  on  the  same  area  of  ground  occu- 
I>ied  previous  to  the  birth  of  the  "  pups." 

Kow  the  males,  being  treble  and  quadruple  the  size  of  the 
females,  require  about  four  feet  square  for  their  use  on  this 
«ame  ground,  but  as  they  are  less  than  one-fifteenth  the  number 
of  the  females,  they  therefore  occupy  only  one-eighth  of  the 
breeding-ground  of  the  100,000  supposed,  and  this  surplus  area 
of  the  males  is  more  than  balanced  by  the  15,000  to  20,000 
virgin  females  which  come  on  to  this  breeding- ground  for  the  first 
time  to  meet  the  males ;  they  come,  rest  a  few  days  or  a  week,  and 
retire,  leaving  no  young  to  show  their  presence  on  the  island. 
Taking  all  these  points  into  consideration,  I  quite  safely  calcu- 
late upon  two  square  feet  to  every  animal,  big  and  little,  on  the 
breeding  grounds.  Without  following  this  system  of  computa- 
tion, a  person  may  look  over  these  swarming  myriads  of  seals, 
guessing  vaguely  and  wildly  at  any  number,  from  one  million 
up  to  six  or  seven. 

Below  are  the  figures  made  from  my  survey  of  the  area  and 
position  of  the  breeding-grounds  of  the  fur-seal  on  Saint  Paul's 
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Island,  July  10-18, 1872.   It  is  the  first  survey  ever  made  on  the 
island : 

*' Novastoshnab,''  or  Northeast  Point,  has  15,840 
feet  of  sea-margin,  with  150  feet  of  average  depth, 
making  ground  for 1,200,000 

"  Polavina  ^  Eookery  has  4,000  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  150  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground 
for 300,000 

"  Lukannon  ^  Rookery  has  2,270  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  150  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground  for.       170, 000 

"  Keetavie  "  Eookery  has  2,200  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  160  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground 
for 165,000 

"  Eeef "  Eookery  has  4,016  feet?  of  sea-margin,  with 
160  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground  for ... .      301, 000 

*'  Garbutch"  Eookery  has  3,660  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  100  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground  for.      183, 000 

"  Nahspeel "  or  Village  Eookery  has  400  feet  of  sea- 
margin,  with  40  feet  average  depth,  making  ground 
for 8,000 

"  Lagoon  "  Eookery  has  750  feet  of  sea-margin,  with 
100  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground  for 37,000 

"Tolstoi''  Eookery  has  3,000  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  150  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground 
for 225,000 

"  Zapadnie  "  Eookery  has  5,880  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  150  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground 
for 441,000 

A  grand  total  for  Saint  Paul's  Island  of  males, 
females,  and  young,  of 3, 030,250 

The  breeding- grounds  on  Saint  George's  Island,  surveyed  July 

12-15,  1873,  gave  the  following  figures  ,•  also  the  first  survey 

ever  made  here : 

"  Eastern  "  Eookery  has  900  feet  of  sea-margip,  with 
60  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground  for 25, 000 

'* Little  Eastern"  Eookery  has  750  feet  of  sea- mar- 
gin, with  40  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground 
for 13,000. 

**  North"  Eookery  has  2,000  feet  of  sea-margin,  with 
2o  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground  for  ....        25,000 
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"  JTorth^'  Rookery  has  750  feet  of  sea-margin,  with 
150  feet  of  average  depth,  making  gronnd  for 52,  OOO- 

"  Starry  Ateel"  Rookery  has  500  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  125  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground 
for 30,420 

"Zapaduie"  Rookery  has  600  feet  of  sea-margin, 
with  CO  feet  of  average  depth,  making  ground  for.        18, 000 


A  grand  total  for  Saint  George's  Island  of 
males,  females,  and  young,  of 1C3, 420 

These  figures  show  a  grand,  total  of  3,193,670  breeding-seals 
and  their  young,  and  this  aggregate  is  entirely  exclusive  of  the 
great  numbers  of  the  non-breedii^g  seals,  which  are  never  permit- 
ted to  come  upon  the  same  ground  with  the  females  by  the 
males  in  charge.  This  class  of  seals,  to  which  the  killing  is  con- 
fined, come  up  on  the  land  and  sea-beach  between  the  rookeries, 
going  to  and  from  the  sea  at  irregular  intervals  during  the  sea- 
son. It  has  no  systematic,  definite  method,  like  the  breeding- 
class,  of  filling  up  to  certain  bounds  and  keeping  so  for  several 
weeks  at  a  time,  and  is,  therefore,  beyond  reach  for  ground 
upon  which  to  found  calculation,  and  I  can  only  give  an  esti- 
mate based  upon  my  close  observation  with  especial  reference . 
to  this  subject,  and  this  is  my  conclusion : 

The  nan-breeding  seals,  consisting  of  all  the  yearlings  and  all 
the  males  under  six  or  seven  years,  seem  nearly  equal  in  number 
to  the  breeding-seals,  and  I  put  them  down  at  1,500,000  as  a 
fair  estimate,  and  make  the  sum  of  the  seaMife  on  the  Prybilov 
Islands  over /our  million  seven  hundred  thousand. 

The  seals  after  leaving  these  islands  in  the  autumn  and  early 
winter  do  not  visit  land  again  until  the  time  of  return,  next 
April,  May,  and  June,  to  the  grounds  here,  or  those  of  the  Rus- 
sian "  Copper"  and  "  Bering"  Islands.  They  spread  themselves 
out  over  the  vast  l^orth  Pacific,  following  schools  of  fish,  or  fre- 
quenting shoals  and  banks  where  an  abundance  of  fishy  food  is 
found.  They  can  sleep  with  the  greatest  comfort  and  sound- 
ness on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  in  this  state  they  are  often 
surprised  by  the  natives  of  the  northwest  coast,  all  the  way  up 
and  down,  from  the  Columbia  River  to  Bering  Sea.  On  the 
killing-grounds  at  Saint  George,  June,  1873,  the  natives  would 
frequently  call  my  attention  to  seals  that  they  were  skinning, 
in  which  buck-shot  were  imbedded  and  encysted  just  under  the 
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hide  in  the  blubber.  From  one  animal  fifteen  shot  were  taken, 
and  the  holes  which  they  mnst  have  made  in  the  skin  weiQ 
entirely  healed  so  as  not  to  leave  a  scar.  These  bullets  were 
undoubtedly  received  from  the  natives  of  the  northwest  coast, 
anywhere  between  the  Straits  of  Fuca  and  the  Aleutian 
Islands,  used  by  them  in  attempting  the  capture  of  the  animals 
some  season  or  seasons  previously.  A  small  number  of  seals, 
not  definitely  known,  however,  are  taken  by  the  Indians  every 
year  along  the  coasts  above  mentioned,  who  surprise  them 
while  soundly  asleep  in  the  water,  either  by  shooting  or  spear- 
ing. The  number  taken  in  this  way  every  year  will  not  average 
5,000 ;  some  seasons  more,  some  seasons  less. 

That  these  animals  are  preyed  upon  extensively  by  kUler- 
whales,  (Orca  gladiator j)  sharks,  and  other  foes  now  unknown, 
is  at  once  evident;  for  were  they  not  held  in  check  by  some 
such  cause,  they  would  quickly  multiply  to  so  great  an  extent 
that  Bering  Sea  itself  could  not  contain  them,  and  the  present 
annual  killing  of  one  hundred  thousand  out  of  a  yearly  surplus 
of  over  a  million  males  does  not,  in  an  appreciable  degree,  dimin- 
ish the  seal-life,  or  interfere  in  the  slightest  with  its  regular 
perpetuation  on  the  breeding-grounds  every  year.  We  may 
properly  look  upon  this  number  of  four  and  five  millions  of  fur- 
seals,  as  we  see  them  here  every  year  on  these  islands,  as  the 
maximum  limit  of  increase  assigned  by  natural  laws.  I  think 
I  make  this  clear  in  my  chapter  upon  the  habits  of  these  valua- 
ble and  interesting  animals,  without  a  knowledge  of  which  it 
is  not  possible  for  any  one  to  fully  appreciate  the  truth  of  these 
generalizations.  Before,  however,  the  subject  of  the  possible 
increase  or  diminution  of  the  seal-life  is  taken  up  for  discussion, 
it  is  best  to  consider  the— 

in.  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  SEALS  ARE  ANNUALLY  TAKEN. 

Talcing  the  seals, — By  reference  to  the  habits  of  the  fur- 
seal,  it  is  plain  that  two-thirds  of  all  the  males  that  are  bom 
{and  they  are  equal  in  number  to  the  females  born)  are  never 
permitted  by  the  remaining  third,  strongest  l)y  natural  selec- 
tion, to  land  upon  the  same  ground  with  the  females,  which 
always  herd  together  en  masse.  Therefore,  this  great  baud  of 
bachelor  seals,  or  <'  holluschickie,"  is  compelled,  when  it  visits 
land,  to  live  apart  entirely,  miles  away  frequently,  from  the 
breeding-grounds,  and  in  this  admirably  perfect  manner  of  na- 
ture are  those  seals  which  can  be  properly  killed  without  injury 
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to  tjie  rookeries  selected  and  held  aside,  so  tbat  the  natives  can 
visit  and  ta^ke  them  as  they  would  so  man^^  hogs,  without  dis- 
turbing in  the  slightest  degree  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  breed-  ' 
ing-grounds  where  the  stock  is  perpetuated. 

The  manner  in  which  the  natives  capture  and  drive  the  hol- 
luschickie  up  from  the  hauling-grounds  to  the  slaughtering- 
fields  near  the  villages  and  elsewhere,  cannot  be  improved  upon, 
and  is  most  satisfactory. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  season  large  bodies  of  the  young 
bachelor  seals  do  not  haul  up  on  land  very  far  from  the  water, 
a  few  rods  at  the  most,  and  the  men  are  obliged  to  approach 
slyly  and  run  quickly  between  the  dozing  seals  and  the  surf, 
before  they  take  alarm  and  bolt  into  the  sea,  and  in  this  way  a 
dozen  Aleuts,  running  down  the  long  sand-beach  of  English 
Bay,  some  driving-morning  early  in  June,  will  turn  back  from 
the  water  thousands  of  seals,  jusl  as  the  mold-board  of  a 
plow  lays  over  and  back  a  furrow  of  earth*  As  the  sleeping 
seals  are  first  startled  they  arise,  and  seeing  men  between  them 
and  the  water,  immediately  turn,  lope  and  scramble  rapidly 
back  over  the  land ;  the  natives  then  leisurely  walk  on  the 
fiauks  and  in  the  rear  of  the  drove  thus  secured,  and  direct 
and  drive  them  over  to  the  killing-grounds. 

A  drove  of  seals  on  hard  or  firm  grassy  ground,  in  cool  and 
moist  weather,  may  with  safety  be  driven  at  the  rate  of  half  a 
mile  an  hour;  they  can  be  urged  along  with  the  expenditure  of 
a  great  many  lives  in  the  drove,  at  the  speed  of  a  mile  or  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  even  per  hour,  but  this  is  highly  injudiciousand 
is  seldom  ever  done.  A  bull-seal,  fat  and  unwieldy,  cannot 
travel  with  the  younger  ones,  but  it  can  lope  or  gallop  as  it 
were  over  the  ground  as  fast  as  an  ordinary  man  can  run  for  a 
hundred  yards,  but  then  it  falls  to  the  earth  supine,  utterly  ex- 
hausted, bot  and  gasping  for  breath. 

Tbe  seals,  when  driven  thus  to  the  killing-grounds,  require 
but  little  urging ;  they  are  permitted  to  frequently  halt  and 
cool  oflf,  as  heating  them  injures  their  fur ;  they  never  stow 
fight  any  more  than  a  flock  of  sheep  would  do,  unless  a  few  old 
seals  are  mixed*  in,  which  usually  get  so  weary  that  they  prefer 
to  come  to  a  stand-still  and  fight  rather  than  to  move;  this 
action  on  their  part  is  of  great  advantage  to  all  parties  con- 
cerned, and  the  old  fellows  are  always  permitted  to  drop  behind 
and  remain,  for  the  fur  on-  them  is  of  little  or  no  value,  the 
pelage  very  much  shorter,  coarser,  and  more  scant  than  in  the 
6  AL 
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younger,  especially  so  on  the  parts  posteriorly.  This  change  io 
the  condition  of  the  far  seems  to  set  in  at  the  time  of  their 
shedding,  in  the  fifth  year  as  a  rule. 

As  the  drove  progresses  the  seals  all  move  in  about  the  same 
way,  a  kind  of  a  walking-step  and  a  sliding,  shambling  gallop, 
and  the  progression  of  the  whole  body  is  a  succession  of  starts, 
made  every  few  minutes,  spasmodic  and  irregular.  Every  now 
and  then  a  seal  will  get  weak  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  drag 
his  posterior  after  it  for  a  short  distance,  but  finally  drops 
breaitbless  and  exhausted,  not  to  revive  for  hours,  days  per- 
haps, and  often  never.  Quite  a  large  number  of  the  weaker 
ones,  ou  the  driest  driving-days,  are  thus  laid  out  and  left  on 
the  road  3  if  one  is  not  too  much  heated  at  the  time,  the  native 
driver  usually  taps  the  beast  over  the  head  and  removes  its 
skin.  This  will  happen,  no  matter  how  carefully  they  are 
driven,  and  the  deathlos§  is  quite  large,  as  much  as  3  or 4 
per  cent,  on  the  longer  drives,  such  as  three  and  four  miles, 
from  Zapadnie  or  Polavina  to  the  village  on  Saint  Paul's,  and 
I  feel  satisfied  that  a  considerable  number  of  those  rejected 
from  the  drove  and  permitted  to  return  to  the  water  die  sub- 
sequently from  internal  injuries  sustained  on  the  drive  from 
overexertion.  I  therefore  think  it  improper  to  extend  drives 
of  seals  over  any  distance  exceeding  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  <i 
half.  It  is  better  for  all  parties  concerned  to  erect  8al^hoa8es 
and  establish  killing-grounds  adjacent  to  all  of  the  great  hanl- 
ing-grounds  on  Saint  Paul's  Island  should  the  business  ever  be 
developed  above  the  present  limit  As  matters  now  are,  the 
ninety  thousand  seals  belonging  to  the  quota  of  Saint  Pan! 
last  summer  were  taken  and  skinned  in  less  than  forty  days 
within  one  mile  from  either  the  village,  or  salt-house  on  .North- 
east Point. 

Killing  the  seals. — The  seals  when  brougbt  up  to  the  kill- 
ing grounds  are  herded  there  until  cool  and  rested;  then 
squads  or  "pods"  of  fifty  to  two  hundred  are  driven  out  from 
the  body  of  the  drove,  surrounded  and  huddled  up  one  against 
and  over  the  other,  by  the  natives,  who  carry  each  a  long, 
heavy  club  of  hard  wood,  with  which  they  strike  the  seals  down 
by  blows  upon  the  head;  a  single  stroke  of  a  heavy  oak 
bludgeon,  well  and  fairly  delivered,  will  crush  in  at  once  tbe 
slight,  thin  bones  of  a  seal's  skull,  laying  the  ci:eature  out  life- 
less; these  strokes  are  usually  repeated  several  times  with 
each  animal,  but  are  very  quickly  done. 
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The  kilHng-gan^,  consisting  usually  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
men  at  a  time,  are  under  the  supervision  of  a  chief  of  their 
own  selection,  and  have,  before  going  into  action,  a  common 
understanding  as  to  what  grades  to  kill,  sparing  the  others 
-which  are  unfit,  underage,  &c.,  permitting  them  to  escape  and 
return  to  the  water  as  soon  as  the  marked  ones  are  knocked 
down  ]  the  natives  then  drag  the  slain  out  from  the  heap  in 
which  .they  have  fallen,  and  spread  the  bodies  out  over  the 
ground  just  free  from  touching  one  another  so  that  they  will 
not  be  hastened  in  ''heating^'  or  blasting, finishing  the  work  of 
death  by  thrusting  into  the  chest  of  each  stunned  and  sense- 
less seal  a  long,  sharp  knife,  which  touches  the  vitals  and 
bleeds  it  thoroughly ;  and  if  a  cool  day,  another  "  pod  ^  is  started 
out  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  way,  and  so  on  until  a  thou- 
sand or  two  are  laid  out,  or  the  drove  is  finished ;  then  they 
turn  to  and  skin;  but  if  it  is  a  warm  day,  every  "pod''  is 
skinned  as  soon  as  it  is  knocked  down. 

This  work  of  killing  as  well  as  skinning  is  performed  very 
rapidly;  for  example,  forty-five  men  or  natives  on  Saint  Paul's 
during  June  and  July,  1872,  in  less  than  four  working- weeks 
drove,  killed,  skinned^  and  salted  the  pelts  of  72,000  seals. 

The  labor  of  skinning  is  exceedingly  severe,  and  is  trying  to 
an  expert,  requiring  long  practice  before  the  muscles  of  the 
back  and  thighs  are  so  developed  as  to  permit  a  man  to  bend 
down  to  and  finish  well  a  fair  day's  work. 

The  body  of  the  seal,  preparatory  to  skinning,  is  rolled  over 
or  put  upon  its  back,  and  the  native  makes  a  single  swift  cut 
through  the  skin  down  along  the  neck,  chest,  and  belly,  from 
the  lower  jaw  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  using  for  this  purpose  a 
large,  sbarp  knife.  The  fore  and  hind  flippers  are  then  succes- 
sively lifted,  and  a  sweeping  circular  incision  is  made  through 
the  skin  on  them  just  at  'the  point  where  the  body-fur  ends; 
then,  seizing  a  flap  of  the  hide  on  either  one  side  or  the  other  of 
the  abdomen,  the  man  procee4s  to  rapidly  cut  the  skin  clean 
and  free  from  the  body  and  blubber,  which  he  rolls  over  and 
out  from  the  skin  by  hauling  up  on  it  as  he  advances  with  his 
work,  standing  all  the  time  stooping  over  the  carcass  so  that 
his  hands  are  but  slightly  above  it  or  the  ground.  This  opera- 
tion of  skinning  a  fair-sized  seal  takes  the  best  men  only  a  min- 
ute and  a  half,  but  the  average  time  on  the  ground  is  about 
four  minutes. 

Nothing  is  left  of  the  skin  upon  the  carcass  save  a  small 
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patch  of  each  upper  lip,  on  which  the  coarse  mustache  grows, 
the  skin  on  the  tip  of  the  lower  jaw,  the  insignificant  tail,  to- 
gether with  the  bare  hide  of  the  flippers. 

The  blubber  of  the  fur-seal  is  of  a  faint  yellowish  white,  and 
lies  entirely  between  the  skin  and  the  flesh,  none  being  depos- 
ited in  between  the  muscles.  Around  the  small  and  large  intes- 
tines a  moderate  quantity  of  hard,  firm  fat  is  found.  The  blub- 
ber possesses  an  extremely  offensive,  sickening  odor,  ditfcolt  to 
wash  from  the  hands.  It  makes,  however,  a  very  fair  oil  for 
lubricating,  burning,  &c. 

The  flesh  of  the  fur-seal,  when  carefully  cleaned  from  fat  or 
blubber,  can  be  cooked,  and  by  most  i)eople  eaten,  who,  did 
they  not  know  what  it  was,  might  consider  it  some  poor,  tough, 
dry  beef,  rather  dark  in  color  and  overdone.  That  of  the  pup, 
however,  while  on  the  land  and  milk-fed,  is  tender  and  juicy  bat 
insipid. 

The  skins  are  taken  from  the  field  to  the  salt-house,  where 
they  are  laid  out  open,  one  upon  another,  "  hair  to  fat,"  like  so 
many  sheets  of  paper,  with  salt  profusely  spread  upon  the 
fleshy  sides,  in  "  kenches  *'  or  bins.  After  lying  a  week  or  two 
salted  in  this  style  they  are  ready  for  bundling  and  shipping, 
two  skins  to  the  bundle,  the  fur  outside,  tightly  rolled  up  and 
strongly  corded,  having  an  average  weight  of  twelve,  fifteen, 
and  twenty-two  pounds  when  made  up  of  two,  three,  and  four 
year  old  skins  respectively. 

The  company  leasing  the  islands  are  permitted  by  law  to 
take  one  hundred  thousand,  and  no  more,  annually  ;  this  they 
do  in  June  and  July ;  after  that  season  the  skins  rapidly  grow 
worthless  by  shedding,  and  do  not  pay  for  transportation  and 
tax.  The  natives  are  paid  forty  cents  a  skin  for  the  catch,  and 
keep  a  close  account  of  the  progress  of  the  work  every  day,  as 
it  is  all  done  by  them,  and  they  know  within  fifty  skins,  one 
way  or  the  other,  when  the  whole  number  have  been  secured 
each  season.  This  is  the  only  occupation  of  some  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  people  here,  and  they  naturally  look  well  after 
it.  The  interest  and  close  attention  paid  by  these  Aleuts  on 
both  islands  to  this  business  was  both  gratifying  and  instruct- 
ive to  me  while  stationed  there. 

The  common  or  popular  notion  regarding  seal-skins  is  that 
they  are  worn  by  those  animals  just  as  they  appear  when  offered 
for  sale.  This  is  a  very  great  mistake;  few  skins  are  less  a^ 
tractive  than  the  sealskin  as  it  is  taken  from  the  creatore. 
The  fur  is  not  visible,  concealed  entirely  by  a  coat  of  stiff  over- 
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hair,  dall  gray,  browu,  and  grizzled.  The  best  of  these  raw 
skins  are  worth  only  $5  to  $10,  but  after  dressing  they  bring 
from  $25  to  $40 ;  and  it  takes  three  of  them  to  make  a  lady's 
sack  and  boa.  In  order  that  it  may  be  apparent  that  there 
is  reason  for  this  great  advance  in  price  over  the  raw  quota- 
tion, I  take  great  pleasure  in  submitting  a  description  of  the 
process,  kindly  furnished  me  by  a  leading  furrier  practically 
and  skillfully  conversant  with  the  subject,  probably  the  only 
l)erson  in  the  country  long  familiar  with  it.    His  communication 

is  as  follows : 

"Albany,  October  22, 1874. 

"  Sir  :  The  Alaska  Commercial  Company  sold  in  London,  De- 
cember, 1873,  about  sixty  thousand  skins  taken  from  the  islands 
leased  by  our  Government  of  the  catch  of  1873.  The  remain- 
der of  the  catch,  about  forty  thousand,  were  sold  in  March. 
This  company  have  made  the  collection  of  seal  from  these 
islands  much  more  valuable  than  they  were  before  their  lease, 
by  the  care  used  by  them  in  curing  the  skins,  and  taking  them 
only  when  in  season.  We  have  worked  this  class  of  seal  for 
several  years — when  they  were  owned  by  the  Eussian  Ameri- 
can Fur  Company,  and  during  the  first  year  they  were  owned 
by  our  Government. 

"  When  the  skins  are  received  by  ups  in  the  salt,  we  wash  off 
the  salt,  placing  them  upon  a  beam  somewhat  like  a  tanner's 
beam,  removing  the  fat  from  the  flesh-side  with  a  beaming- 
knife,  care  being  required  that  no  cuts  or  uneven  places  are 
made  in  the  pelt.  The  skins  are  next  washed  in  water  and 
placed  upon  the  beam  with  the  fur  up,  and  the  grease  and 
water  removed  by  the  knife.  The  skins  are  then  dried  by  mod- 
erate heat,  being  tacked  out  on  frames  to  keep  them  smooth. 
After  being  fully  dried,  they  are  soaked  in  water  and  thoroughly 
cleansed  with  soap  and  water.  In  some  cases  they  can  be  nn- 
haired  without  this  drying-process,  and  cleansed  before  drying. 
After  the  cleansing-process  they  pass  to  the  picker,  who  dries 
the  fur  by  stove-heat,  the  pelt  being  kept  moist.  When  the 
fur  is  dry  he  places  the  skin  on  a  beam,  and  while  it  is  warm 
he  removes  the  main  coat  of  hair  with  a  dull  shoe-knife,  grasp- 
ing the  hair  with  his  thumb  and  knife,  the  thumb  being  pro- 
tected by  a  rubber  cob.  The  hair  must  be  pulled  out,  not 
broken.  After  a  portion  is  removed  the  skin  must  be  again 
warmed  at  the  stove,  the  pelt  being  kept  moist.  When  the 
outer  hairs  have  been  mostly  removed,  he  uses  a  beaming- 
knife  to  work  out  the  finer  hairs,  (which  are  shorter,)  and  the 
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remainiDg  coarser  hairs.  It  will  be  seen  that  great  care  mast 
be  used,  as  the  skin  is  iu  that  soft  state  that  too  mnch  pressure 
of  the  kuife  would  take  the  fur  also;  indeed,  bare  spots  are 
made ;  carelessly-cured  skins  are  sometimes  worthless  on  this 
account.  The  skins  are  next  dried,  afterw^ard  dampened  on  the 
pelt  side,  and  shaved  to  a  fine,  even  surface.  They  are  then 
stretched,  worked,  and  dried  ;  afterward  softened  in  a  fulling- 
mill,  or  by  treadiug  them  with  the  bare  feet  in  a  hogshead,  one 
head  being  removed  and  the  cask  placed  nearly  upright,  into 
which  the  workman  gets  with  a  few  skins  and  some  fine,  hard- 
wood sawdust,  to  absorb  the  grease  while  he  dances  ui)ontheni 
to  break  them  into  leather.  If  the  skins  have  been  shaved 
thin,  as  required  when  finished,  any  defective  spots  or  holes 
must  now  be  mended,  the  skin  smoothed  and  pasted  with  paper 
on  the  pelt-side,  or  two  pasted  together  to  protect  the  pelt  in 
dyeing.  The  usual  process  in  the  United  States  is  to  leave' the 
pelt  suflQciently  thick  to  protect  them  without  pasting. 

"  In  dyeing,  the  liquid  dye  is  put  on  with  a  brush,  carefully 
covering  the  points  of  the  standing  fur.  After  lying  folded, 
with  the  points  touching  each  other,  for  some  little  time,  the 
skins  are  hung  up  and  dried.  The  dry  dye  is  then  removed, 
another  coat  applied,  dried,  and  removed,  and  so  on  until  the 
required  shade  is  obtained.  One  or  twobf  these  coats  of  dye  are 
put  on  much  heavier  and  pressed  down  to  the  roots  of  the  fur, 
making  what  is  called  the  ground.  From  eight  to  twelve  coats 
are  required  to  produce  a  good  color.  The  skins  are  then 
-washed  clean,  the  fur  dried,  the  pelt  moist.  They  are  shaved 
down  to  the  required  thickness,  dried,  working  them  some 
while  drying,  then  softened  in  a  hogshead,  and  sometimes  ran 
in  a  revolving-cylinder  with  fine  sawdust  to  clean  them.  The 
English  process  does  not  have  the  washing  after  dyeing. 

"  I  should  perhaps  say  that,  with  all  the  care  used,  many  skins 
are  greatly  injured  in  the  working.  Quite  a  quantity  of  En- 
glish dyed  seal  were  sold  last  season  for  $17,  damaged  in  the 
dye. 

"  The  above  is  a  general  process,  but  we  are  obliged  to  vary 
for  different  skins ;  those  from  various  parts  of  the  world 
require  different  treatment,  and  there  is  quite  a  difference  in 
the  skins  from  the  Seal  Islands  of  our  country — I  sometimes 
think  about  as  much  as  in  the  human  race. 
"  Yours,  with  respect, 

"GEO.  C.  TREADWELL  &  CO. 

"  n.  W.  Elliott,  Esq."  , 
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From  this  subject  of  the  manner  in  which  the  sealing-busi- 
ness  is  conducted  on  the  islands  and  elsewhere,  we  naturally 
turn  to  the — 

IV  .  PRESENT  CONDITION   OF   THE  SEAL-LIFE  AND  ITS  VALUE. 

A  question  frequently  asked  in  regard  to  these  islands  is 
this :  "At  the  present  rate  of  killing  the  seals,  it  will  not  be  long 
before  they  are  exterminated;  how  much  longer  will  they 
lastf^'  The  answer  is,  that  as  long  as  matters  are  conducted 
on  the  Seal  Islands  as  they  now  are,  one  hundred  thousand 
male  seals,  under  the  age  of  five  years  and  over  one,  may  be 
safely  taken  every  year  without  the  slightest  injury-  to  the  regu- 
lar birth-rate  or  natural  increase,  provided  the  animals  are  not 
visited  by  any  plague  or  pestilence,  or  any  such  abnormal  cause 
for  their  destruction,  beyond  the  control  of  man,  and  to  which, 
like  any  other  great  body  of  animal  life,  they  must  ever  be  sub- 
ject. 

From  my  calculations  already  given  it  will  be  seen  that  a 
million  "pups,''  or  young  seals,  are  born  upon  these  islands  every 
year.  Of  this  million,  one-half  are  males.  These  500,000  young 
males  leave  the  islands  for  sea,  when  they  are  between  five  and 
six  months  old,  very  fat  and  hearty,  having  suffered  but  a  tri- 
fling loss  in  number  (about  1  per  cent.)  while  on  and  about  the 
islands,  about  which  there  are  no  enemies  whatever;  but  after 
they  get  well  down  into  the  Pacific  in  quest  of  food,  they  form 
the  most  helpless  of  their  kind  to  resist  or  elude  sharks, 
killers,  &c.,  and  they  are  so  diminished  in  number  by  these 
natural  enemies,  that  when  they  return  to  the  Prybilov  Islands 
in  the  following  year,  July,  they  will  not  present  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  number  with  which  they  left  the  ground  of 
their  birth  the  previous  season ;  that  is,  250,000.  By  this  time 
these  survivors  of  last  year's  birth  have  become  strong,  active 
swimmers,  and  when  they  leave  again,  as  before,  in  the  fall, 
they  are  as  able  as  any  others  of  their  older  classes  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  and  at  least  225,000  of  them  safely  return 
in  the  second  season  after  birth,  and  are  very  slightly  diminished 
after  that  during  their  natural  lives  of  fifteen  to  twenty  years 
each ;  and  the  same  will  hold  good  with  the  females. 

Now,  the  number  of  bulls  required  for  the  annual  stock  of 
225,000  virgin  cows,  to  be  saved  for  this  service  every  year,  is  by 
their  law  and  habit  only  onejifteenth  of  the  number  of  cowsj  as 
on  all  the  breeding-grounds  one  male  will  have  on  an  average 
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fifteen  cows ;  but  to  make  sure  that  we  save  two-year-old  balls 
enough  every  season,  we  will  more  than  double  this  proportion 
and  set  aside  one-fifth  of  the  young  males  in  question,  and  that 
will  leave  180,000  seals  in  good  condition  that  can  be  safely 
killed  every  year  without  the  slightest  injury  to  the  perpetna- 
tion  of  the  stock  itself. 

In  the  above  showing  I  have  put  the  largest  estimate  upon 
the  loss  sustained  at  sea  by  the  youngest  seals,  too  large  I  am 
morally  certain,  but  I  wish  to  place  the  matter  in  the  very 
worst  light  in  which  it  can  be  put,  and  to  give  the  seals  the 
full  benelit  of  every  doubt. 

With  regard  to  the  increase  of  the  seal-life,  I  do  not  think  it 
within  the  power  of  human  management  to  promote  this  end 
to  the  slightest  appreciable  degree  beyond  its  present  extent 
and  condition  in  a  state  of  nature  ]  for  it  cannot  fail  to  \wi  evi- 
dent, from  my  detailed  description  of  the  habits  and  life  of  the 
fur-seal  on  these  islands  duriug  a  great  part  of  the  year,  that 
could  man  have  the  same  supervision  and  control  over  thir> 
animal  during  tbe  whole  season  which  he  has  at  his  command 
while  they  visit  the  land,  he  might  cause  them  to  multiply  and 
increase,  as  he  would  so  many  cattle,  to  an  indefinite  number, 
only  limited  by  time  and  means ;  but  the  case  in  question,  nnfor- 
tunately,  takes  the  fur-seal  six  months  out  of  every  year  far 
beyond  the  reach,  or  even  cognizance,  of  any  one,  where  it  is 
exposed  to  known  powerful  and  destructive  natural  enemies, 
and  many  others  probably' unknown,  which  prey  upon  it,  and, 
in  accordance  with  a  well-recognized  law  of  nature,  keep  it  at 
about  a  certain  number  which  has  been  for  ages,  and  will  be 
for  the  future,  as  affairs  now  are,  its  maximum  limit  of  in- 
crease. This  law  holds  good  everywhere  throughout  the  animal 
kingdom,  regulating  and  preserving  the  equilibrium  of  life  in  a 
state  of  nature.  Did  it  not  hold  good,  these  Seal  Islands  and 
all  Bering  Sea  would  have  been  literally  covered,  and  have 
swarmed  with  them  long  before  the  Eussians  discovered  them ; 
but  there  were  no  more  seals  when  first  seen  here  by  human 
eyes  in  178C-'87  than  there  are  now,  in  1874,  as  far  as  all  evi- 
dence goes. 

With  reference  to  the  amount  of  ground  covered  by  the  seals 
when  first  discovered  by  the  Eussians,  I  have  examined  every 
foot  of  the  shore-line  of  both  islands,  where  the  bones,  &c., 
might  be  lying  on  any  deserted  ground  since  then,  and,  after 
carefully  surveying  the  new  ground  now  occupied  by  the  seals^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ALASKA.  89 

and  comparing  this  area  with  that  which  they  have  deserted, 
I  feel  justified  ia  stating  that,  for  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen 
years  at  least,  the  fur-seals  on  these  islands  have  not  diminished, 
nor  have  they  increased  as  a  body  to  any  noteworthy  degree ; 
and  during  all  this  time  the  breeding-grounds  have  never  been 
disturbed,  and  they  have  been  living  in  a  perfectly  quiet  and 
natural  condition.  Without  some  natural  check  upon  this  life, 
with  a  million  of  young  bom  every  year,  during  the  last  ten  at 
least,  the  annual  taking  of  a  hundred  thousand  males  would 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  retard  the  increase  which  would  set 
in  at  once  were  it  not  for  this  check  aforesaid. 

What  can  be  done  to  promote  their  increase!  We  cannot 
cause  a  greater  number  of  females  to  be  born  every  year;  we 
do  not  touch  or  disturb  these  females  as  they  grow  up  and  live, 
and  we  save  more  than  enough  males  to  serve  them.  ISTothing 
more  can  be  done,  for  it  is  impossible  to  protect  them  from 
deadly  enemies  in  their  wanderings  for  food. 

This  great  body  of  four  and  five  millions  of  hearty,  active 
animals  must  consume  an  enormous  amount  of  food  every  year. 
They  cannot  average  less  than  five  pounds  of  fish  each  per 
diem,  (this  is  not  half  enough  for  an  adult  male,)  which  gives 
the  consumption  of  over  three  million  ions  offish  every  year! 

To  get  this  immense  food-supply  the  seals  are  conipelled  to 
disi)erse  over  a  very  large  area  of  the  North  Pacific  and  fish. 
This  brings  them  into  contact  more  and  more  with  their  enemies 
as  they  advance  south,  until  they  reach  a  point  where  their 
annual  destruction  from  natural  foes  is  equal  to  their  increase, 
and  at  this  point  their  number  will  remain  fixed.  About  the 
Seal  Islands  I  have  failed  to  notice  the  least  disturbance  amon  j 
these  animals  by  anything  in  the  water  or  out,  and  from  my 
observation  I  am  led  to  believe  that  it  is  not  until  they  descend 
well  to  the  south  in  the  North  Pacific  that  they  meet  with 
sharks  and  voracious  killer-whales.* 

In  view,  therefore,  of  all  these  facts,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  quite  confidently  that,  under  the  present  rules  and  regu- 
lations governing  the  sealing  interests  on  these  islands,  the  in- 
crease or  diminution  of  the  life  will  amount  to  nothing;  that 
the  seals  will  continue  for  all  time  in  about  the  same  number 
and  condition. 

To  test  this  theory  of  mine,  I  have  put  the  Government  in 

*  *'Iu  tbo  stomach  of  one  of  these  animals  (year  before  last)  fourteen  small 
harp-seals  were  found/' — Michael  CarrolVa  Report,  Canadian  FiehericSj  1872. 
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possessiou  of  data  which  will  serve  as  a  correct  guide  from  year 
to  year. 

As  the  seals  come  to  land  boldly  first  and  last,  and  are  not  wild 
or  wary,  the  breeding-grounds  may  and  should  be  inspected 
throughout,  every  few  days,  by  the  agent  in  charge,  from  the 
time  of  the  early  arrivals  in  May  until  the  period  of  general 
departure  in  the  autumn,  in  order  that  he  may  map  down  and 
fix  in  black  and  white  the  precise  boundaries  assumed  by  the 
breeding-seals  for  the  season,  giving  the  result  at  the  close  of 
bis  labQrs  of  an  accurate  survey  of  the  area  and  position  of  the 
ground  covered  during  the  season  by  the  cows,  bulls,  and  jmps 
on  the  rookeries,  so  that  he  can  at  once  detect  any  change  that 
may  and  is  likely  to  occur  in  their  hauling  and  numbers  for  tho 
next  season. 

This  is  the  only  way  in  which  an  agent  of  the  Government 
can  correctly  report,  year  after  year,  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
seal-life  on  these  grounds,  detecting  any  increase  or  diminution 
of  the  same  as  season  succeeds  season.  This  is  a  step  impera- 
tively necessary  for  a  Government  agent  to  take,  and  ohoald 
not  be  neglected. 

During  the  first  week  of  inspection  some  of  those  arriving 
earliest  will  frequently  take  flight  to  the  water  when  approached, 
but  these  runaways  soon  return.  By  the  end  of  May,  however, 
they  will  hardly  move  to  the  right  or  left  when  you  attempt 
to  pass  through  them.  At  this  time,  about  two  weeks  before 
the  females  begin  to  come  in  a  body,  they  become  entirely 
indifferent  to  man  or  anything  else  save  their  own  kind,  and  so 
continue  the  rest  of  the  season. 

The  seals  upon  the  rookeries  and  hauling-grounds  are  not 
affected  by  the  smell  of  blood  and  carrion  arising  from  the 
killing-grounds  or  from  the  stench  of  blubber-fires  which 
burn  in  the  native  villages.  This  trait  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  attitude  of  the  two  rookeries  near  the  village  of  Saint  Paul's. 
The  breeding-ground  on  the  spit  at  the  head  of  the  lagoon  is 
not  more  than  forty  yards  from  the  great  killing-groutads,  being 
separated  only  from  the  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  rotting 
carcasses  by  a  slough  less  than  ten  yards  wide.  The  seals  can 
fimell  the  blood  and  carrion  upon  this  field  from  near  the  time 
they  land  in  the  spring  until  they  leave  in  the  autumn;  while  • 
the  general  southerly  summer-winds  waft  to  them  the  odor  and 
sounds  of  a  native  village  not  over  two  hundred  rods  south  of 
them.    All  this  has  no  effect  upon  the  seals,  for  the  rookery,  as 
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the  Datives  declare,  has  been  slightly  but  steadily  increasing. 
The  seals  everywhere  on  the  breeding-grounds  will  become 
fipeedily  habituated  to  close  observation  when  it  is  quiet  and 
undemonstrative,  and  take  little  notice  of  the  approach  of  the 
observer. 

The  seals  will  be  found  to  change  a  little  every  year  from 
rookery  to  rookery,  but  the  aggregate  number  will  be  steadily 
about  the  same.  The  condition  of  the  seal-life  this  season  of 
1874  compares  very  favorably  with  that  of  1872,  as  will  be  seen 
from  extracts  from  my  notes  taken  on  the  ground : 

"  Northeast  Point,  July  18, 1874. 

"Quite  a  strip  of  ground  near  Websters  house  has  been 
deserted  this  season,  but  a  small  expansion  is  observed  on 
Sea  Lion  Hill.  The  rest  of  the  ground  is  as  mapped  in  1872, 
with  no  noteworthy  increase  in  any  direction.  The  condition  of 
the  animals  and  their  young,  excellent ;  small  irregularities  in 
the  massing  of  the  families  due  to  rain ;  sealions  about  the 
«ame ;  none  on  the  west  shore  of  the  point." 

"The  aggregate  of  life  on  this  great  rookery  is  about  the 
same  as  in  1872,  the  '  holluschickie,'  or  killable  seals,  hauling  as 
isyell  and  as  numerously  as  before.  The  proportions  of  the  dif- 
ferent ages  among  them,  of  two,  three,  and  four  year  olds,  pretty 
Tvell  represented.'^ 

"  POLAVINA,  July  18, 1874. 

"  Stands  as  it  did  in  1872 ;  breeding  and  hauling  grounds  in 
excellent  condition;  the  latter,  on  Upper  Polavina,are  changing 
down  npon  Polavina  sand-beach,  trending  for  three  miles  to- 
ward Northeast  Point.  The  numbers  of  the  ^holluschickie' 
on  this  ground  of  Polavina,  where  they  have  not  been  disturbed 
now  for  some  five  years  to  mention  in  the  way  of  taking,  do 
not  seem  to  be  any  greater  than  they  are  on  the  hauling-grounds 
adjacent  to  Northeast  Point  and  the  village,  from  which  they 
are  driven  almost  every  day  during  this  season  of  killing." 
"  LuKANNON  AND  Ketavie,  July  19, 1874. 

**Not  materially  changed  in  any  respect  from  its  condition  at 
this  time  in  1872." 

"  GoEBOTOH,  July  10,  1874. 

"  Just  the  same.    Condition  excellent." 

"  Eeef,  July  19,  1874. 

^<  A  slight  contraction  on  the  south  sea- margin  of  this  groand, 
eompensated  for  by  expansion  under  the  bluffs  on  the  north- 
west side.    Condition  excellent." 
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"  Naspeel,  July  20, 18T4, 
"  A  diminution  of  one-Lalf  at  least.    Very  few  here  this  yfear. 
It  is  no  place  for  a  rookery ;  not  a  pistol-shot  from  the  natives' 

houses." 

''  Lagoon,  July  20, 1874. 

"  N"o  noteworthy  change ;  if  any,  a  trifling  increase.  Condi- 
tion good.'' 

"  Tolstoi,  July  21, 1874 

"  No  perceptible  change  in  this  rookery  from  its  good  shape 
of  1872.     The  condition  excellent." 

*<  Zapadnie,  July  22, 1871 

"  An  extension  or  increase  of  2,000  feet  of  shore-line,  with 
an  average  depth  of  50  feet  of  breeding-ground,  has  been  built 
on  to  Upper  Zapadnie  toward  Tolstoi ;  the  upper  rookery  proper 
has  not  altered  its  bearings  or  proportions ;  the  sand-beach  belt 
between  it  and  Lower  Zapadnie  deserted  by  the  breeding-seaU 
almost  entirely,  and  a  fair  track  for  the  holluschickie  left  clear, 
over  which  they  have  traveled  quite  extensively  this  season, 
some  20,000  to  25,000  lying  out  to-day.  Lower  Zapadnie  has 
lost  in  a  noteworthy  degree  about  an  average  of  20  feet  of  its 
depth,  which,  however,  is  much  more  than  compensated  for  by 
the  great  increase  to  the  upper  rookery. 

"  A  small  beginning  had  been  made  for  a  rookery  on  the 
shore  just  southwest  from  Zapadnie  Lake,  in  1872,  but  this 
year  it  has  been  entirely  abandoned." 

On  Saint  George  a  survey  gives  for  this  season  the  following 
in  comparison  with  that  of  1873 : 

"  Zapadnie,  July  8, 1874. 

'^  This  rookery  shows  a  slight  increase  upon  the  figures  of  last 
year,  about  5,000.    Fine  condition." 

"  Starry  Ateel,  July  6, 1874. 
"  No  noteworthy  change  from  last  year." 

"  North  Bookery,  July  C,  1874. 
"  No  essential  change  from  last  year ;  condition  very  good.'' 

'^  Little  Eastern,  July  6, 1874. 

"  A  slight  diminution  of  some  2,000  or  so.    Condition  excel- 

lent." 

"  Eastern  Rookery,  July  7, 1874. 

<<  A  small  increase  over  last  year  of  about  3,000,  making  the 

aggregate  seal-life  similar  to  that  of  last  season,  with  the  oer- 

tainty  of  a  small  increase. 
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•'  The  uuusuallj'  early  season,  this  year,  brought  the  rookery- 
bulls  on  to  the  ground  very  much  in  advance  of  the  general 
time }  they  landed  as  early  as  the  10th  of  April,  but  the  arrival 
of  the  cows  was  as  late  as  usual,  corresponding  to  my  observa- 
tions during  the  past  two  seasons. 

<'  The  geberal  condition  of  the  animals  of  all  classes  is  most 
excellent — they  are  sleek,  fat,  and  free  from  any  taint  of 
4lisease.'' 

In  this  way  it  must  be  plain  that  the  exact  condition  of  these 
iinimals  can  be  noted  every  season,  and  should  a  diminution  be 
noticed,  due  to  any  cause  known  or  unknown,  the  killing  can  be 
j)romptly  stopped.  Four  years  have  passed,  with  the  end  of 
this  season,  in  which  100,000  young  males  have  been  annually 
taken,  and  the  effect  on  tbe  seal-life  cannot  be  seen ;  it  has  not 
injured  it,  to  a  certainty,  and  it  has  not  promoted  an  increase. 
Two  years  more  will  make  the  matter  conclusive,  for  then,  if 
the  breeding-grounds  are  as  well  supplied  with  males  as  they 
now  are,  then  it  will  be  evident  that  enough  are  saved  every 
year  for  that  service. 

We  know  pretty  well  now  how  man}'  we  can  take  without  in- 
jury, but  we  do  not  know  how  many  more  than  100,000  can 
be.  This  problem  of  developing  these  interests  to  their  full  im- 
portance should  not  be  taken  in  hand  for  a  few  years  yet,  not 
until  the  present  system  which  I  have  drawn  up  for  the  watch- 
ing of  the  rookeries  has  been  in  operation  for  three  or  four 
years ;  then,  if  it  is  advisable,  on  account  of  the  superabun- 
xlance  of  male  seal-life,  and  the  market  will  stand  the  increase 
of  raw  material,  the  killing  may  be  very  gradually  increased 
from  year  to  year,  but  not  over  ^t'e  tfionsand  each  season.  The 
rookeries,  like  a  barometer,  will  show  a  falling  off  of  necessary 
biUls  when  the  killing  has  reached  a  point  where  the  increase 
is  detrimental.  This  can  be  seen  at  once  by  the  proper  persons 
and  the  killing  checked  without  delay,  in  ample  time  to  pre- 
vent harm. 

In  this  chapter  I  have  given  a  translation  of  Bishop  Veniami- 
nov's  history,  the  only  one  written,  and  very  valuable  as  illus- 
trative of  the  manner  in  which  the  Russians  conducted  affairs 
on  the  Prybilov  Islands  ]  but  it  is  at  once  apparent  that  much 
of  it  was  written  necessarily  from  hearsay  and  not  based  upon 
fact  or  personal  observation,  hence  many  grave  errors  are  con- 
tained in  it. 
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THE  PROPRIETY  OF  LEASING  THE  ISLANBS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  time  this  question  was  be- 
fore Congress  much  opposition  to  the  principle  of  leasing  was 
made,  on  the  ground  that  the  Government  would  realize  more 
by  taking  the  whole  management  of  the  business  into  its  own 
hands.  As  to  what  arguments  were  used  on  either  side  of  the 
question  I  am  ignorant,  but  after  a  careful  and  impartial  sur- 
vey of  the  subject  on  the  ground  itself,  and  in  the  trade,  I  am 
satisfied  that  those  members  of  the  House  and  Senate  who,  by 
their  votes  June,  1870,  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  lease  the  Seal  Islands  of  Alaska  to  the  highest  bidder,  did 
the  only  correct  and  profitable  thing  that  could  be  done  in  the 
matter,  both  with  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  seal-life  in 
its  original  integrity,  and  its  own  pecuniary  gain  ;  and  to  make 
this  statement  of  mine  perfectly  evident,  the  following  facts 
may  be  i)resented : 

First.  When  the  Government  took  possession  of  these  inter- 
ests in  1868-'69,  the  gross  value  of  a  seal-skin  then  in  the  best  mar- 
Jcet^  London^  was  less  than  the  present  tax  and  royalty  paid  upon 
it  by  the  Ussees  ! 

Second.  By  the  action  of  the  intelligent  business  men  who 
took  the  lease,  in  stimulating  and  encouraging  the  dressers 
of  the  raw  material,  and  in  combining  with  leaders  of  fashion 
abroad,  the  demand  for  the  fur  has  been  greatly  increased,  and 
the  price  of  the  raw  material  has  doubled,  so  that  while  the 
Government  gets  and  nets  nearly  half  of  the  gross  sales,  yet 
the  lessees  have  a  good  margin  of  15  to  20  per  cent,  at  least  on 
their  capital,  sustained  entirely  by  their  business  capacity  and 
energy. 

Third.  The  Government,  should  it  attempt  to  manage  this 
business,  could  not  secure  the  services  of  such  men  as  those  who 
compose  the  business  management  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  without  paying  salaries  to  four  and  five  agents  as  large 
or  larger  than  that  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
This,  however,  the  Government  might  cheerfully  do^  did  it 
guarantee  the  selection  and  appointment  of  such  men  as  tbose 
above  mentioned,  but  it  does  not  follow  under  our  system  of 
government,  or  any  other  that  I  know  of,  that  a  large  salary 
indicates  a  corresponding  amount  of  ability  on  the  part  of  its 
recipient ;  an  imbecile  or  a  very  eemmon  man  is  just  as  apt 
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to  secure  it  as  not.  Ordinary  men  cannot  conduct  this  business 
successfully.* 

Fourth.  As  matters  now  stand,  the  greatest  and  best  inter- 
ests of  the  lessees  are  identical  with  those  of  the  Government; 
that  is,  the  preservation  and,  if  possible,  the  increase  of  the 
seal-life ;  and  if  these  lessees  had  it  in  their  power,  which  they 
certainly  have  not,  to  ruin  these  interests  by  a  few  seasons 
of  rapacity,  they  are  too  prudent  to  do  so. 

Fifth.  The  frequent  changes  made  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  now,  very  properly,  has  the  control 
of  the  business  as  it  stands,  do  not  guarantee  on  his  part  the 
close,  careful  scrutiny  likely  to  be  exercised  by  the  lessees,  who 
have  but  one  purpose  to  carry  out ;  aud  the  character  of  the 
leading  men  among  them  is  enough  to  assure  the  public  that 
the  business  is  in  responsible  hands,  and  in  the  care  of  persons 
who  will  use  every  eflFort  for  the  preservation  of  the  seal-life,  as 
it  is  their  interest  to  do. 

It  is  frequently  urged  with  great  persistency  by  misinformed 

"Another  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  business,  if  controUed  entirely 
by  the  Government,  would  arise  in  the  disposal  of  the  skins  after  they  have 
been  brought  down  from  the  islands.  The  Government  would  need  to  offer 
them  at  public  auction  in  this  country,  and  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  any 
well-organized  ccmbination  of  buyers ;  the  Government  agents  conducting, 
the  sale  could  not  counteract  the  efforts  of  such  a  combination  as  success- 
fully as  the  agents  of  a  private  corporation,  who  can  look  after  their  inter- 
ests in  all  the  markets  of  the  world  and  are  supplied  with  money  to  use  in 
manipulation  of  the  market. 

On  this  ground  I  feel  quite  confident  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  receives  more  money,  net,  under  the  system  now  in  operation  thaii< 
it  would  by  taking  the  exclusive  control  of  the  business;  were  any  Gov- 
ernment officer  supplied  with,  say,  (100,000,  to  expend  in  '*  working  the 
market,''  and  intrusted  with  the  disposal  of  100,000  seal-skins,  whenever  he 
could  so  do  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  Government,  and  were  this  agent 
a  man  of  first-class  business  energy  and  ability,  I  think  it  quite  likely  the 
same  success  might  attend  his  labor  in  the  London  market  that  distrnguishe» 
the  management  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company ;  but  the  usual  cry  of 
fraud  and  robbery  that  would  be  raised  against  him,  however  honest  he  might 
be,  would  be  such  as  to  bring  the  whole  business  into  positive  disrepute  or 
constant  suspicion.  The  Government  officer  in  this  matter  is  placed  at  a 
great  disadvantage  should  any  such  line  of  action  be  adopted,  and  the  most 
profitable  course  is  for  the  Government  not  to  offer  in  the  markets  through 
agents,  but  to  pursue  its  present  policy,  levy  a  tax,  and  watch  carefully  the 
condition  of  the  seal-life  from  year  to  year,  as  the  killing  is  increased  and 
the  business  developed  to  its  full  extent. 

In  this  way  Alaska  may  be  made  to  yield,  by  a  tax  laid  on  its  Seal  Islands 
alone,  a  very  handsome  rate  of  interest  upon  the  money  paid  for  the  entire 
Territory. 
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or  jealous  authority  that  the  lessees  can  aud  do  take  thousands 
of  skins  in  excess  of  the  limit  of  law,  and  that  this  catch  in 
excess  is  slyly  shipped  to  China  and  Japan  from  the  islands,  &c. 

To  show  the  folly  of  any  such  move  as  this  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  if  even  it  were  possible,  I  will  briefly  recapitulate 
the  conditions  under  which  the  skins  are  taken.  The  natives 
do  all  the  driving  and  skinning  for  the  company ;  no  others  are 
permitted  or  asked  to  land  upon  the  islands  to  do  this  work  as 
long  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  are  equal  to  it.  Every 
skin  taken  by  the  natives  is  counted  by  themselves,  as  they 
get  forty  cents  per  pelt  for  the  labor  j  and  at  the  expiration  of 
every  day's  labor  in  the  field  the  natives  know  exactly  how 
many  skins  have  been  taken  by  them,  how  many  of  these  skins 
have  been  rejected  by  the  company's  agent  because  they  were 
carelessly  cut  and  damaged  in  skinning,  (usually  about  three- 
fourths  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  whole  catch,)  and  they  have  it  re- 
corded every  evening  by  those  among  themselves  who  are  spe- 
cially charged  with  the  duty.  Thus,  were  150,000  skins  taken, 
or  200,000,  the  natives  would  know  it  as  quickly  as  it  was 
done, and  would  demand  their  compensation  for  the  labor;  and 
were  any  ship  to  approach  the  islands  at  any  hour  of  the  day 
or  night,  these  people  would  know  it  at  once,  and  would  be 
aware  of  any  shipment  of  skins  that  might  be  attempted.  It 
would  be  common  talk  among  the  three  hundred  and  seventy 
inhabitants,  and  thus  leave  it  an  open  affair  to  any  person  who 
might  come  upon  the  ground  charged  with  investigation. 
These  people  are  constantly  going  to  and  from  Ounalashka, 
where  they  have  intimate  intercourse  with  bitter  enemies  of 
the  company,  to  whom  they  would  not  hesitate  to  tell  the  whole 
state  of  affairs  on  the  islands.  Should  anything,  therefore,  be 
done  contrary  to  the  law,  the  act  would  be  promptly  reported 
by  these  people,  even  if  the  Treasury  agents  were  in  collusion 
with  the  company,  which,  however,  is  simply  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  Treasury  agents  count  these  skins  into  the  ship,  and  one 
at  least  of  their  number  goes  down  to  San  Francisco  ui)on  the 
vessel,. where  they  are  all  counted  out  again  by  the  custom- 
house officers  of  that  port.  Of  the  one  hundred  thousand  skins 
annually  taken,  the  company's  steamer  "Alexander"  usually 
carries  down  between  sixty  and  seventy  thousand,  while  the 
balance  of  the  catch  are  put  into  the  hold  of  a  sailing-vessel 
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at  Oanalaskha,  and  counted  again  and  certified  to  by  the  Treas- 
ary  agent. 

It  will  at  once  be  seen  by  examining  the  state  of  afifairs  and 
the  conditions  apon  which  the  lease  is  granted,  that  the  most 
scrapalons  care  in  fulfilling  the  terms  of  the  contract  is  the 
best  and  most  profitable  course  for  the  lessees  to  pursue;  that 
it  would  be  downright  folly  in  them  to  deviate  in  the  slightest 
degree  from  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  thus  lay  themselves  open 
at  apy  time  to  discovery  and  the  loss  of  their  contract ;  their 
action  can  be  investigated  at  any  time  by  Congress,  of  which 
they  are  aware.  They  cannot  bribe  these  three  hundred  and 
seventy-odd  people  on  the  islands  to  secrecy  any  more  than 
they  can  conceal  their  action  from  them  on  the  sealing-flelds; 
and  any  man  of  average  ability  can  go  among  these  people  and 
inform  himself  as  to  the  most  minute  details  of  the  sealing- 
catch  from  the  time  the  lease  was  granted,  should  he  have  rea- 
son to  suspect  the  honesty  of  the  Treasury  agents. 

I  therefore  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  as  far  as  the  re- 
lationship existing  between  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
and  the  Government  is  concerned,  the  best  interests  of  the  lat- 
ter are  honestly  and  faithfully  served,  simply  because  it  is  the 
very  best  policy  for  the  former  so  to  do ;  that  all  the  conditions 
of  the  lease  are  most  scrupulously  complied  with  and  observed, 
and  that  the  lessees  hold  themselves  ready  at  any  moment  to 
comply  with  any  just  and  proper  modification  of  the  regulations 
that  time  may  develop. 

With  regard  to  the  profits  of  this  company  upon  their  yearly 
catch  of  one  hundred  thousand  seals,  the  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  no  concern  whatever ;  after  they  have  observed 
the  faithful  fulfillment  of  the  terms  of  the  contract  existing  be- 
tween the  company  and  the  Government,  the  amount  of  their 
profit  is  a  pure  matter  of  business  over  which  the  lessees  have 
entire  control,  and  in  regard  to  which  they  should  not  be  sub- 
jected to  impertinent  inquisition. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  NATIVES  ON  THE  SEAL  ISLANDS. 

This  has  been  wonderfully  improved  by  the  action  of  the  les- 
sees during  the  short  time  they  have  had  control  of  affairs  there. 
The  truth  of  this  will  be  realized  by  any  one  who  may  take  the 
trouble  to  contrast  the  present  condition  of  the  people  on  these 
islands  with  what  it  was  previous  to  the  granting  of  the  lease, 
and  with  that  also  of  the  people  of  their  class  who  are  now  ^ 
7  AL 
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living  apon  the  Aleatian  Islands  and  the  mainland.  The  in- 
quirer  will  learn  that  these  people,  now  so  well  and  comfort- 
ably clad,  fed,  and  housed,  were  at  the  time  of  the  transfer  of 
the  Territory  so  poor  and  ill-provided  for  that  they  could  doI 
in  many  instances  cover  their  nakedness  ]  that  they  existed  in 
absolute  squalor;  whereas  they  are  now  living  in  spng  hoases, 
such  as  our  laboring  classes  occupy  in  the  United  States;  thai 
they  earn  and  receive  in  coin,  in  less  than  two  working-months 
every  year,  more  than  the  same  number  of  our  common  work- 
ingmen  receive  on  an  average  for  a  whole  year's  service ;  and 
also  that  for  all  extra  work  other  than  of  seal-skinning,  sach 
as  loading  and  unloading  the  company's  vessels,  building,  grad- 
ing, &c.,  these  people  are  paid  by  the  day  from  fifty  cents  to 
one  dollar,  according  to  the  character  of  service  rendered. 

The  agents  of  the  company  here  do  not  pay  the  least  atten- 
tion to  or  interfere  with  the  private  life  and  personal  relations 
of  the  people  among  themselves ;  and  let  me  here  state,  to  the 
credit  of  these  people,  that  the  peaceful  and  harmonious  man- 
ner in  which  they  live  together  as  a  rule,  during  nine  idle 
months  at  least  every  year,  would  contrast  most  favorably  with 
the  lives  of  an  equal  number  of  our  own  working  classes  were 
they  suddenly  brought  to  these  islands  and  put  on  the  same 
footing.  I. will  only  hint  at  the  insubordination  and  utter 
worthlessness  of  such  a  community  after  six  or  eight  months 
of  torpidity  and  isolation. 

It  is  true  that  the  natives  here  have  an  inordinate  fondness 
for  liquor,  and  would  destroy  themselves  were  they  not  restrained 
in  this  propensity  by  the  diflBculty  of  obtaining  this  demoraliz- 
ing beverage,  and  hence  the  importance  of  the  liquor  prohihi- 
tion,  which  should  be  rigorously  enforced. 

Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  present  population  are  de- 
scendants of  the  pioneers  who  were  brought  by  the  several 
Russian  companies  in  1787-'88— a  colony  of  137  souls — recruited 
principally  from  the  Aleuts  at  Ounalashka  and  Atka.  Their 
early  life  here  was  one  of  much  hardship,  and  on  several  occa- 
sions they  were  in  actual  need.  They  lived  in  a  co-operative 
manner  at  first,  in  large  barracoons  or  barrabkies,  partly  under- 
ground, economizing  in  this  way  their  limited  supply  of  fire- 
wood, being  dependent  upon  the  sea  for  such  drift-timber  as 
might  chance  to  lodge  as  the  currents,  deflected  from  the  Tao- 
kon  and  elsewhere,  sweep  around  the  islands ;  but  during  the 
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past  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  they  have  all  come  into  the 
general  ownership  and  occupation  of  a  but  to  a  family. 

The  Eussian  Fur  Company,  controlling  the  islands,  maintained 
on  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  a  store  and  an  agent,  the 
people  supporting  a  priest  and  building  a  church  upon  each 
island,  and  living  in  this  manner  very  dirty,  poor,  and  miser- 
able, they  were  brought  into  contact  with  tbe  Americans  at 
the  time  of  the  transfer  of  the  Territory. 

The  people  are  now  supplied  without  charge  with  a  physi- 
cian and  medical  stores  on  each  island,  and  also  a  school ;  but 
the  school  is  not  well  attended  except  by  the  very  young  chil- 
dren, principally  the  little  girls,  although  every  winter  fifteen 
or  twenty  of  the  boys  and  young  men  are  taught  the  Bussian 
alphabet  and  church-service  by  three  or  four  of  the  elder  per- 
sons. The  non-attendance  at  school  is  not  to  be  ascribed  merely 
to  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  children  and  parents  to  at- 
tend the  English  schools  established  by  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  on  both  islands.  The  view  expressed  to  the  writer  by 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  intelligent  of  the  people  may  be 
explanatory  of  their  feeling  and  consequent  action. 

*'I  do  not,''  said  old  Philip  VoUkov,  "  have  any  objection  to 
the  attendance  of  my  children,  nor  have  my  neighbors  to  that 
of  theirs,  on  your  (English)  school;  but  if  our  boys  and  young 
men  neglect  their  Bussian  lessons,  who  is  going  to  take  our 
places  when  we  die,  in  our  church,  at  our  christenings,  and  at 
our  burials  1"  To  any  one  familiar  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Greek  Catholic  faith  the  objection  of  YoUkov  is  well  taken ; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  time,  however,  the 
Bussian  church-service  may  be  conducted  in  English,  for  until 
then  no  satisfactory  work  can  be  done  by  an  English  school- 
teacher among  them  in  the  way  of  education. 

Up  to  the  time  of  tbe  transfer  of  the  islands  to  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  the  inhabitants  all  lived  in  huts  or  sod- 
walled  and  dirt-roofed  houses  or  barrabkies,  partly  under- 
ground. Most  of  these  huts  were,  and  are,  damp,  dark,  and 
exceedingly  filthy.  Under  the  Bussian  regime  the  people  gen- 
erally here  had  some  excuse  for  such  squalor ;  but  as  the  case 
now  stands  it  is  due  to  the  improvidence  or  shiftlessnessof  the 
natives  themselves  if  they  are  living  in  this  unclean  condition 
and  wear  an  appearance  of  discomfort.  The  use  of  seal-fat  for 
fuel  causes  the  deposit  upon  everything  within  doors  of  a  thick 
coating  of  greasy,  black  soot,  strongly  impregnated  with  a  rank, 
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moldy,  aud  iudescribably  offensive  odor.  Id  early  times  they 
were  obliged  to  bum  blubber  very  largely,  having  no  other fhel 
at  oommand  than  the  precarious  supply  of  drift-wood  that  the 
ocean-currents  might  bring  them ;  but  by  the  terms  of  the  lease 
they  are  now  supplied  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coal  to  make 
them  quite  comfortable  during  the  winter. 

Since  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  islands,  the  natives  are  being  quite  rapidly  put  into 
neat  and  habitable  houses,  and  plenty  of  lumber  is  distributed 
among  those  who  have  not  as  yet  been  removed  to  patch  and 
make  comfortable  their  old  huts,  and  at  the  expiration  of  three 
more  seasons  the  whole  population  of  above  eighty  families 
will  be  occupants  of  as  many  suitable  houses,  where  they  will 
live  more  healthily. 

The  example  of  the  agents  of  the  company  on  both  islands 
and  the  assistant  agent  of  the  Treasury  on  Saint  Greorge  during 
the  last  three  years,  who  have  maintained  perfect  order,  neat- 
ness, and  industry  about  their  buildings  and  business,  has  been 
a  silent  but  powerful  one  for  the  better  among  the  people.  The 
intercourse  of  these  gentlemen  with  the  natives  is  always  court- 
eous, pleasant,  and  often  generous,  when  deserved;  giving 
the  simple  inhabitants  a  slow  but  steady  elevation  toward  mo- 
rality, sobriety,  and  industry,  such  as  they  never  have  had  be- 
fore, having  been  treated  like  so  many  animals  by  the  Rassians ; 
and  the  conduct  of  most  of  the  United  States  revenue  and  mil- 
itary officers  and  men  stationed  here  between  the  transfer  of 
the  Territory  and  the  granting  of  ibe  lease  cannot  be  described 
as  other  than  disgraceful,  theit  behavior  being  marked  by  drunk- 
enness, debauchery,  and  brawls,  their  habits  soon  rendering 
the  name  American  offensive  to  even  these  simple  people. 

The  population  of  Saint  Paul  is,  at  the  present  writing,  220 
men,  women,  and  children ;  that  of  Saint  George,  138.  It  has 
neither  much  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  last  fifty 
years,  but  would  have  fallen  off  had  not  recruits  been  regularly 
drawn  from  the  mainland  and  other  islands,  the  births  not 
being  equal  to  the  deaths.  In  view  of  the  great  improvement 
in  their  condition,  it  may  be  reasonably  anticipated  that  these 
people  will  at  least  hold  their  own,  even  though  they  do  not 
increase  to  any  remarkable  degree. 

As  an  incentive  and  encouragement  for  their  good  behavior, 
they  have  been  assured  that  as  long  as  they  are  capable  and 
willing  to  perform  the  labor  of  skinning  the  seal-catch,  so  long 
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will  they  enjoy  the  exclusive  privilege  of  participatiDg  in  this- 
labor  and  its  reward.  As  to  the  especial  fitness  of  these  people 
for  the  labor  connected  with  the  sealing  business,  no  comment 
is  needed ;  nothing  better  in  the  way  of  manual  service,  skilled 
and  rapid,  could  be  rendered  by  any  other  body  of  men  equal 
in  numbers.  They  appear  to  shake  off  the  periodic  lethargy  of 
winter,  and  rush  with  enthusiasm  into  the  severe  exercise  and 
duty  of  capturing,  killing,  and  skinning  the  seals. 

Seal-meat  is  their  staple  food,  and  the  village  of  Saint  Paul, 
220  souls,  consumes  about  400  pounds  per  diem,  and  they  are 
permitted  every  fall  to  kill  about  5,000  pups,  or  an  average  of 
22  or  23  to  each  man,  woman,  and  child.  The  pups  will  dress 
10  pounds.  This  shows  an  average  consumption  of  515  pounds 
of  seal-meat  to  each  person  during  the  year.  In  addition,  the 
natives  eat  a  great  deal  of  butter  and  sweet  crackers.  If  these 
people  could  get  all  they  desire,  they  would  consume  about  500 
pounds  of  butter  and  450  pounds  sweet  crackers  per  week,  and 
indefinite  quantities  of  sugar.  Of  this  article,  150  pounds  a 
week  is  allowed  them  in  this  village.  If  unable  to  get  sweet 
crackers,  they  consume  about  300  pounds  of  hard  or  pilot  bread , 
and,  in  addition  to  this,  about  000  pounds  of  flour  per  week ;  of 
tobacco,  50  pounds ;  candles,  75  pounds ;  rice,  50  pounds  Otich 
per  week ;  they  burn  over  600  gallons  of  kerosene  oil  during  the 
year;  vinegar  is  used  in  limited  quantities,  about  50  gallons  per 
season ;  mustard  and  pepper,  ^  to  1^  pounds  per  week  for  the 
whole  village;  besuis  they  reject;  split  pease,  a  few;  salt  meats 
they  will  take  reluctantly  if  given  to  them,  but  will  never  buy 
them ;  they  use  a  little  coffee  during  the  year,  about  100  pounds ; 
canned  fruit  they  will  purchase  to  any  quantity,  and  would 
bankrupt  themselves  to  obtain  it,  if  the  opportunity  were  afford- 
ed ;  potatoes  they  sometimes  demand,  as  well  as  onions,  but 
these  vegetables  cannot  be  brought  here  to  advantage. 

The  question  will  naturally  be  asked.  How  do  these  people 
employ  themselves  throughout  the  long  nine  mouths  in  which 
they  have  little  or  nothing  to  dot  It  may  be  answered  that 
they  are  entirely  idle  during  most  of  this  period.  Some  of  the 
men  are,  however,  disagreeable  exceptions,  as  they  are  enthu- 
siastic gamblers,  passing  whole  nights  at  their  sittings,  even 
during  the  sealing-season,  playing  games  at  cards  taught  them 
by  the  Russians  and  persons  who  have  been  on  the  islands  since 
the  transfer  of  the  Territory.  But  the  majority  of  the  men, 
women,  and  children,  being  compelled  to  make  no  exertion  to 
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obtain  the  necessaries  of  life — sach  as  seal  meat,  hard  bread, 
tea,  &c. — sleep  most  of  the  time  when  unoccupied  in  cookiug, 
eating,  and  the  daily  observance  of  the  routine  of  the  Greek 
Catholic  Church.  Their  religious  duties  alone  preserve  them 
from  absolute  stagnation ;  for,  in  obedience  to  its  teachings, 
they  attend  church  quite  regularly,  make  and  receive  calls  on 
their  saints'  days,  which  are  very  numerous,  and  their  birth- 
days are  generally  enlivened  with  home-brewed  beer,  or  "quass,'* 
upon  which  all  classes  become  more  or  less  intoxicated.  They' 
add  to  these  entertainments  of  the  eniannimik  the  music  of  the 
accordeon,  an  instrument  of  which  they  are  very  fond  \  and  a 
great  number  of  the  W9men  in  particular  can  play  indiffer- 
ently a  limited  selection  of  airs,  many  of  which  are  the  old 
battle-songs  and  ballads  so  popular  during  the  rebellion,  and 
which  the  soldiers  quartered  here  in  1869  taught  them.  From 
the  soldiers,  also,  they  learned  to  dance  various  figures,  and  to 
waltz.  These  dances,  however,  the  old  folks  do  not  enjoy,  and 
they  seldom  indulge  in  them,  unless  under  the  influence  of  beer. 

From  the  following  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  those  people 
are  doing  better  work  every  succeeding  season ;  for  example, 
90,000  seals  were  taken  this  year  in  sixteen  days  less  time  than 
it  took  to  get  75,000  in  1871,  viz : 

In  Saint  Paul's  Island,  1871, 55  days'  work  of  60  men  secured 
75,000  seals. 

In  1872,  50  days'  work  of  71  men  secured  75,000  seals. 

In  1873,  40  days'  work  of  71  men  secured  75,000  seals. 

In  1874,  39  days'  work  of  84  men  secured  90,000  seals.* 

This  shows  plainly  that  th^y  are  in  better  physical  condition 
than  at  first ;  it  furnishes  also  undeniable  proff  of  the  undimm 
islied  supply  of  killable  seals. 

INHABITANTS   OF    SAINT    PAUL,  JULY    1,   1870,   TAKEN  FROM 
PHILIP  VOLKOV'S    LISTS,   AUGUST  8,  1873, 

(The  Dames  id  Ualie»  are  either  dead  or  absent  from  the  island  at  the  present  writing.] 

1.  Philip  Keeniachneek,  6.  Mareena^  his  wife, 

2.  JEffroseeniUy  his  wife.  7.  Alexsander^  his  s<m, 

3.  Ivany  his  son.  8.  Sylvester^  his  son. 

4.  Danelo^  his  son.  9.  Eefeem  Anoolamk. 

5.  Vasseele  Seedoolee.  *10.  Matroona^  his  tcife. 

*Thi8  increase  of  15,000  on  Saint  Paul  was  made  ibis  season  wilb  s 
Bimilar  reduction  on  Saint  George;  the  proportion  of  seal-life  being  smoU  on 
the  latter  compared  with  the  former. 
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11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 


40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 

49. 


Simeon^  adopted  son. 

MarJca  Aveelyah, 

Feeleechat^  his  tvi/e. 

Peter  Peesheokov. 

Matroona,  his  wife. 

Ivan  Eenianov. 

Anna,  his  wife. 

Ycagor,  his  son. 

Loobov,  his  step-daughter. 

Maxseem,  his  step-son. 

Maria,  his  niece. 

Nickolai  Erokov. 

Peter  Kmkov. 

Agrafeena,  his  wife. 

Ivan  Eorchooteen. 

Ooleeana,  his  wife. 

Yahkov  Koochootin. 

Lookahria,  his  sister. 

Natalia  Makooleena. 

Maria  Paranchina. 

Eeesar  Shabbylean. 

Agrateena,  his  wile. 

Neokon,  his  son. 

RipHmia  Plottnikova, 

Avdotia,  her  daughter. 

Prokoopee  Meeseekin. 

Eveduxsia,  his  wife. 

Avdotia  Meeseekina,  his 
stepmother. 

Anna,  daughter  of  Meesee- 
kin. 

Deemeetree  Veatkin. 

Evelampia  Veatkin. 

Balakshin,  (Benedict) 

Matroona,  his  wife. 

Meexhae,  his  son. 

Balakshin,  2d,  (Benedict.) 

Stepan  Erakov. 

Natalia,  his  wife. 

Avdokia  Seeribneekova, 
(widow.) 

Tiinofaj,  her  son. 


50.  Olga,  her  daughter. 

51.  Paraskeevee,    her  daugh- 

ter. 

52.  Akooleena,  her  daughter. 

53.  Michael  Barrhov. 

54.  Malania,  his  wife. 

55.  Agnes,  his  daughter. 

56.  Daniel,  his  nephew. 

57.  Avdotia  Schepeteeuah, 

(widow.) 

58.  Tahreentee,  her  son. 

59.  Elarie,  her  son. 

60.  Heeune-iah, her  daughter. 

61.  Eerick  Booterin,  1st  chief. 

62.  Seeg-lee-teekiah,  his  wife. 

63.  Patalamon^  his  son. 

64.  Eerick,  his  son. 

65.  Salomayee,  his  daughter. 

66.  Ooleeta,  his  daughter. 

67.  Oeorge  Booterin,  his  son. 

68.  Oarp  Booterin. 

69.  Lookariah  Booterin. 

70.  Alexander  Pancov. 

71.  Porfeerie,  his  son. 

72.  Avdotia,  his  step-daughter. 

73.  Paraskeevie,  his  step- 

daughter. 

74.  YakQV  Sootyahgin. 

75.  Eeroadea,  his  wife. 

76.  Feedosayee  Saydeek. 

77.  Anesia,  his  wife. 

78.  Anna,  his  daughter. 

79.  Feoktista,  his  god-mother. 

80.  Dayneese  Saydeek. 

81.  Baizya?izeekov^{Evlampia.) 

82.  Annay  his  wife. 

83.  Mariaj  hds  daughter. 

84.  Maroon  Nakock. 

85.  Paraskeevie,  his  wife. 
80.  Zachar,  his  step-son. 
87. ,  nephew. 

88.  Paraskeevie,  niece. 
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89.  Natalia  Habaroova. 

90.  Pavel  Habarov,  her  son. 

91.  Paul  Shies-neeJcoVy  (priest.) 

92.  Meeh-ahelo^  his  son. 

93.  Meelaveedova,Alezsandra, 

(widow.) 

94.  ShneoD,  her  son. 

95.  Alexsandra^  her  daughter. 

96.  Antone,  her  son. 

97.  Marcia,  her  daughter. 

98.  Eerick  Artamanov. 

99.  Olga,  his  wife. 

100.  Melania,  his  daughter. 

101.  Yasseleesee,  his  daughter. 

102.  Eah-sayn-yah,  his 

daughter. 

103.  Oearman  Artamanov. 

104.  Anna  Tarantayvah, 

(widow.) 

105.  Anna,  her  daughter. 

106.  Stepan  Bayloglazov. 

107.  Yealeena,  his  wife. 

108.  Sayrgee^  his  son, 

109.  Anna,  his  daughter. 

110.  Paraskeevie,  his  adopted 

girl. 

111.  Ermolie  Gushing. 

112.  Faokla,  his  wife. 

113.  Faokla,  his  daughter. 

114.  Opiyahnah,  his  daughter. 

115.  Aggie  Gushing,  his  son. 

116.  Antone  Sootyahgen. 

117.  Oolyahnah,  his  wife. 

118.  Meetrofan,  his  son. 
119*  Meehaiey  his  son. 

120.  Yahkov  Mandrigan. 

121.  Afanashia,  his  wife. 

122.  Lookayleeanj  his  son. 

123.  Maria,  his  daughter. 

124.  Oseep  Pahomov. 

125.  Yarvarah,  his  wife. 

126.  Maria  Seedova,  (widow.) 


27.  Ahkakee,  her  son. 

28.  ,  daughter. 

29.  ,  daughter. 

30.  ,  daughter. 

31.  ,  daughter. 

32.  Alezsayee  Needenuov. 

33.  Akooleeua,  his  wife. 

34.  Ghristeena,  his  daughter. 

35.  Agrafeena,  his  daughter. 

36.  Eeer  Saydeek. 

37.  Yealeena,  his  wife. 

38.  Maria,  his  daughter. 

39.  Ivan  Mandrigan. 

40.  Tntahyahn,  his  wife. 

41.  Yasseelee,  his  son. 

42.  Marfa,  his  daughter. 

43.  Peelat  Teetov. 

44.  Peter,  his  son. 

45.  Yeaou,  his  son. 

46.  Yeagor  Arkashav. 

47.  Alexsandra,  his  wife. 

48.  Martin,  his  step-son. 

49.  Nekolaie,  his  step-eon. 

50.  Stepan,  his  step  son. 

51.  Kereek,  his  son. 

52.  Arsaynee,  his  son. 

53.  Tatiiyahnub,hisdanghter. 

54.  Timofay  Evanov. 

55.  Fevronia,  his  daughter. 

56.  Paymen  Kooznitzov. 

57.  Oseep  Baizyahseekov. 

58.  Alexsandra,  his  wife. 

59.  Paul,  his  son. 

60.  Eahsaynyah,  his  step- 

daughter. 

61.  Avdokin,  his  step-daogih 

ter. 

62.  Kahsaynydh,  his  daughter. 

63.  Ivan  Paranehin. 

64.  Zaharrov  Eveniainov. 

65.  Keereenayah,  his  wife. 

66.  Fevronia,  his  daughter. 
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tn.  Ivan  Hapov.  206. 

166.  Anna,  sister-in Jaw.  206. 

100.  Akxiandra^  his  doAtghter.  207^ 

170.  Ivan,  his  son.  208. 

171.  Yeagor  Korchootin.  209. 

172.  Zachar  Saydeek.  210. 

173.  Oosteenia,  bis  wife.  211. 

174.  Yasseelee,  his  son.  212. 

175.  Marvra,  his  daughter.  213. 

176.  NeJcaUj  his  nephew.  214. 

177.  Feelip  Saydeek.  215. 

178.  Stepan  Skahvortsov.  216. 

179.  Philip  Vollkov.  217. 

180.  Ellen,  his  daughter.  218. 

181.  Matroona,  his  daughter.  219. 

182.  Markiel  Vollkov,  his  son.  220. 

183.  Oavreelo  Korchurgin.  221. 
184. '  Lnkaylean,  his  son.  222. 

185.  Ivan  aooiyahgen.  223. 

186.  Heeyoniah,  his  wife.  224. 

187.  Aneesia,  his  daughter.  225. 

188.  Emelian  Sootyahgen.  226. 
180.  Marko  Korchootin.  227. 

190.  Dar6;7ah,  his  wife.  228. 

191.  Ivan,  his  son. 

192.  Zeenovia,  his  daughter.  229. 
103.  Timofay  Glottov.  230. 
194.  Maria,  his  wife.  231. 
195. ^hisson. 

196.  Ivan,  his  son. 

197.  Yeafeemia,  his  daughter.  1. 

198.  Iraklin  Mandrigan.  2. 

199.  Oosteenie,  his  wife.  3. 

200.  Eeon,  his  sou.  4. 

201.  Paul  Soovorrov.  5. 

202.  Yassa,  his  wife.  6. 

203. ,  his  son.  •      7. 

204.  Akyleena,  his  mother.  8. 


Agrirfsena^  his  odopieigkL 
Befeem  Korobootin. 
Palabgayee,  his  wife. 
Petety  his  son» 
Luka  Mandrigan. 
Eereena,  his  wife, 
l^eekeeta  Yitchmaino.v 
Ohristeena,  his  daughter. 
Domenah,  his  daughter. 
Taheesah,  his  daughter. 
Ivan  Yitchmamov. 
Michael  Eorzerov. 
Alexsandra,  his  wife. 
Stepan  Korzerov. 
Paul  Korzerov. 
Ivan  Kozlov. 
Palahgayah,  his  mother. 
Feodor,  her  son. 
Eveduoksiaj  her  daughter. 
Platoue  Tarakanov. 
Marfa,  his  wife. 
Akoolena^  his  mother. 
Kerick  Tarakanov.* 
Domian  M.  Kok,  (Joba 

Prater.) 
Oolyabnah,  his  wife. 
Anna,  his  daughter. 
Salomayah,  Artomanov'a 

daughter. 
White  men  in  diarge. 
Dr.  Mclntyre. 
H.  W.  Mclntyre. 
Dr.  Cramer. 
John  M.  Morton. 
Ghas.  Bryant. 
D.  Webster. 


-,  a  cooper. 
-,  a  carpenter. 
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Annual  divisum^ar  cash  settlement  made  by  the  natives  on  Saint 
PauVs  Island^  among  themselves^  the  proceeds  of  their  work  in 
talcing  and  skinning  75,000  seals,  at  40  cents  per  skin^  $30,000, 
with  extra  work  connected  with  itj  making  $30,037.37. 

Seventy-four  shares,  proportioned  as  follows  : 

December  31, 1872.— 37  flrstclass  shares,  at $451  22  each. 

23  second-class  shares,  at .  400  90  each. 

4  third-class  shares,  at. . .  360  97  each. 

10  fourth-class  shares,  at . .  315  85  each. 

The  shares  do  not  represent  more  than  fortyfive  able-bodied 

men. 

Annual  division  or  cash  settlement  made  by  the  people  on  Saint 
Oeorg^s  Island^  among  themselves,  the  proceeds  of  their  work  in 
taking  and  skinning  25,000  seals,  at  40  cents  per  skin,  $10,000. 

Aug.  1, 1873.— 17  shares,  each  961  skins,  or  $384.40.  $6, 294  80 

2  6hares,  each  935  skins,  or  $374...        748  00 

3  shares,  each  821  skins,  or  $328.40.        985  20 

1  share,  820  skins,  or  $328. . .   328  00 

3  shares,  each  770  skins,  or  $308. . .        924  00 
3  shares,  each  400  skins,  or  $160. . .        480  00 

Twenty-nine  shares,  or  the  twenty-nine  laboring  sealers ;  of 
this  number  two  are  women.  Only  twenty -five  of  them  are 
able-bodied  men. 

The  divisions  above  are  the  resnlt  of  their  own  choice.  They 
make  this  apportionment  among  themselves  without  advice  or 
suggestion  from  the  agents  of  the  company.  These  people  have 
$3,320  on  interest  in  the  office  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany at  this  date,  and  have  credit  on  the  books  for  $31,800; 
and  when  the  division  is  made  up  on  Saint  Paul  at  the  regu- 
lar annual  time  of  settlement  in  December,  $30,000  will  be 
added  to  the  above  exhibit. 

The  people  here  are  occupying,  rent-free  at  the  present  time, 
thiity  frame  houses  built  by  and  belonging  to  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company  on  the  Seal  Islands.  Jwenty  of  these 
houses  are  new  frame,  11  by  20  feet. 

These  people  have  their  misers  and  spendthrifts,  but  it  will 
be  seen  that  very  few  of  them  care  much  for  saving  their  money, 
inasmuch  as  only  four  or  five  of  them  have  as  yet  taken  any 
steps  toward  such  action.  One  man  on  Saint  Paul  has  over 
$1,800  saved,  and  drawing  interest  at  9  per  cent,  to-day. 
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THE.  HISTORY    OF    THE    BUSINESS  AS    CONDUCTED    BY    THE 

RUSSIANS. 

CTnuialatedby  the  writer  from  Veniaminov'a  Zapieekie,  Ac.,  Saint  Petenbuiig 
1842,  vol.  ii,  pp.  568.  •] 

From  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  the  Prybilov  Islands,  up 
to  1805,  (or  that  is,  nntil  the  time  of  the  arrival  in  America  of 
General  Besanov,)  the  taking  of  far-seals  on  both  islands  pro- 
gressed without  count  or  lists,  and  without  responsible  heads 
or  chiefs,  because  then  (1787  to  1805  inclusive)  there  were  a 
number  of  companies  represented  by  as  many  agents  or  leaders, 
and  all  of  them  vied  with  each  other  in  taking  as  many  as  they 
could  before  the  killing  was  stopped.  After  this,  in  1806  and 
1807,  there  were  no  seals  taken,  and  nearly  all  the  people  were 
removed  to  Ounalashka. 

In  1808  killing  was  again  commenced,  but  the  people  in  this 
year  were  allowed  to  kill  only  on  Saint  George ;  on  Saint  Paul  hunt- 
ers were  not  permitted  this  year  or  the  next :  it  was  not  until 
the  fourth  year  after  this  that  as  many  as  half  the  number  pre- 
viously taken  wereannually killed.  From thistime(SaintGeorge, 
1808, and  Saint Paul,18l0) up  tol822,takingfur-8eals  progressed 
on  both  islands  without  any  economy  and  with  slight  circum- 
spection, as  if  there  were  a  race  in  killing  for  the  most  skins. 
Coir«  fcere  taken  in  the  drives  and  killed^  and  were  also  driven 
from  the  rookeries  to  places  where  they  were  slaughtered. 

It  was  only  in  1822  that  G.  Moorayvev  (governor)  ordered 
that  young  seals  should  be  spared  every  year  for  breeding,  and 
from  that  time  there  were  taken  from  the  Prybilov  Islands,  in- 
stead of  40,000  to  50,000,  which  Moorayvev  ordered  to  be  spared 
in  four  successive  years,  no  more  than  8,000  to  10,000.  Since 
this,  G.  Ghestyahkov,  chief  ruler  after  Moorayvev,  estimated 
that  from  the  increase  resulting  from  the  legislation  of  Mooray- 
vev, which  was  so  honestly  carried  out  on  the  Prybilov  Islands 
that  in  these  four  years  the  seals  on  Saint  Paul  increased  to 
double  their  previous  number,  he  could  give  an  .order  which  in- 
creased the  number  to  be  annually  slain  to  40,000,  and  this  last 
order  or  course  directed  for  these  islands  demanded  as  many 
seals  as  could  be  got,  but  with  all  possible  exertion  hardly 
28,000  were  obtained. 

After  this,  when  it  was  most  plainly  seen  that  the  seals  were, 
on  account  of  this  wicked  killing,  steadily  growing  less  and  less 

*  The  italics  are  mine,  aDd  the  traoslatioii  in  nearly  literal,  aa  might  be  inferred  by  tha 
idiom  hero  and  there.— H.  W.  £. 
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ill  number,  the  direotions  were  observed  for  greater  caation  io 
killing,  the  grown  seals  and  yonng  females  which  came  in  with 
the  droves  of  killing-seals,  and  to  endeavor  to  separate,  if  pos- 
sible, these  from  those  which  shonld  be  slain. 

Bnt.all  thia  hardly  served  to  do  more  than  keep  the  seals  at 
one  fignre  or  nnmber,  and  hence  did  not  cause  an  increase* 
Finally,  in  1834,  the  governor  of  the  company,  upon  the  clear 
(or  *<  handsome'')  argument  of  Baron  Wrangel,  which  was 
placed  before  him,  resolved  to  make  new  regulations  re^pectfug 
them,  to  take  effect  in  the  same  year,  (1834,)  and,  followiug  this, 
on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  only  4,000  were  killed  instead  oi 
12,000. 

On  the  island  of  Saint  George  the  seals  were  allowed  to  rest 
in  1826  and  1827,  and  since  that  time  greater  caution  and  caie 
have  been  observed,  and  head-men  or  foremen  have  kept  a  care- 
ful count  of  the  killing. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  no  anxiety  or  care  as  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  seal-lite  began  until  1805,  («.  e.,  with  the  united 
companies.) 

It  is  further  evident  that  all  half-measures,  seen  or  not  seen, 
were  useM  no  longer,  as  they  only  served  to  preserve  a  snail 
portion  of  the  seaMife,  and  only  the  last  step  (1834)  with  the 
present  people  or  inhabitants  has  proved  of  benefit.  And  if 
such  regulations  of  the  company  continue  for  fifteen  years,  (4  &, 
until  1849,)  it  may  be  truly  said  that  then  the  seal-life  will  be 
attracted  quite  rapidly  under  the  careful  direction  of  head-meo, 
so  that  in  quite  a  short  time  a  handsome  yield  mi^  be  taken 
every  year.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  if  the  company 
are  moderate  and  these  regulations  are  carried  out,  the  seal- 
life  will  serve  them  and  be  depended  upon  as  shown  in  this 
volume,  Table  Na  2. 

Nearly  all  the  old  men  think  and  assert  that  the  seals  which 
are  spared  every  year,  (<'  zapooskat  kotov,")  i.  e.,  those  which 
have  not  been  killed  for  several  years,  are  truly  of  little  use  &r 
breeding,  lying  about  as  if  they  were  outcasts  or  disfranchised 
always.  About  these  seals,  they  show  that  after  the  seals  were 
spared,  they  were  always  less  than  they  should  be,  as,  for 
instance,  on  the  island  of  Saint  George,  after  two  years  of  sav- 
ing or  sparing  of  5,500  seals,  in  the  first  year  they  got,  instead 
of  10,000  or  8,000,  as  expected,  only  4,778. 

But  this  diminution,  which  is  shown  in  the  most  convincing 
manner,  (I,)  is  due  to  wrong  and  injustice,  because  it  would  not 
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have  been  otherwise  with  any  kind  of  animals— even  cattle 
would  have  been  externiinate<l ;  because  a  great  many  h^re 
think  and  count  that  the  seal-mother  brings  forth  her  young  in . 
her  third  year,  i. «.,  the  next  two  years  after  her  own  birth.  As 
itiswellshownhere,  thespared  seals  (^^zapooskie'')  were  not  more 
than  three  years  old,  and  therefore  it  was  not  possible  to  dis- 
cern the  correct  or  true  numbers  as  they  really  were.  Taking  the 
females  killed  by  the  people,  together  with  all  the  seals  which 
were  purposely  spared,  it  was  seen  that  the  seal-mothers  did 
not  begin  to  bear  earlier  than  the  fifth  year  of  their  lives.  Illus- 
trative of  this  is  the  following : 

(a)  On  the  island  of  Saint  George,  after  the  first  ^<  zapooska," 
in  1828,  the  killing  of  five-yearold  seals  was  continued  gradu- 
ally up  to  five  times  as  many  as  at  first;  with  those  of  five 
years  old,  the  killing  stopped ;  then  next  year  twelve  times  as 
many  six-year-olds  were  observed  on  the  islands  as  compared 
with  their  number  of  the  last  years,  and  with  or  in  the  seventh 
*year  came  seven  times  as  many.  This  shows  that  females  born 
in  1828  did  not  begin  to  bear  young  until  their  fifth  year,  and 
become  with  young  accordingly ;  that  the  large  ones  did  not 
appear  or  come  in  six  years,  (from  1828,)  as  is  evident,  for  in 
the  fifth  year  all  the  females  did  not  biing  forth. 

fr.  It  is  known  that  the  male  sealscannot  become ''  seecatchies'' 
(adult  bulls)  earlier  than  their  fifth  or  sixth  year;  following 
this,  it  may  be  said  that  the  female  bears  earlier  than  the  fourth 
year. 

c  If  the  male  seal  cannot  become  a  bull  (^^seecatchie"; 
earlier  than  the  fifth  year,  then,  as  Buffon  remarks,  ^'  animals 
can  live  seven  times  the  length  of  the  period  required  for  their 
maturity;"  therefore  a  seecatch  cannot  live  less  than  thirty  years, 
and  a  female  not  less  than  twenty-eight* 

Taking  the  opinion  of  Buffon  for  ground  in  saying  that 
animals  do  not  come  to  their  full  maturity  until  one-seventh 

*  *' This  remark  is  sastained  by  the  obserratien  of  old  men,  and  eapeoiaUy 
by  one  of  the  best  Creoles,  Shiesneekov,  who  was  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul 
in  1817,  and  who  knows  of  one  "  Beecatch,7  (known  by  a  bald  head,)  which 
in  that  time  had  already  a  large  herd  of  cows  or  females,  surrounded  and 
hunted  by  a  like  number  of  females  and  strong,  savage  old  bulls;  therefore 
it  may  be  safely  thought  that  this  bull  did  not  get  his  growth  until  his  fifth 
year,  and  at  this  time  he  could  not  have  been  less  than  ten  years  old  ;  and 
this  same  hull  came  every  year  to  the  island  and  the  same  place  for  fifteen 
years  in  succession,  up  to  1832,  aod  it  was  only  in  the  later  years  that  his 
harem  grew  smaller  and  smaller  in  number." 
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of  their  lives  bus  passed,  it  goes  also  to  prove  that  the  female 
seal  cannot  bear  yonng  before  her  fourth  year. 

It  is  without  doubt  a  fact  that  female  seals  do  not  begin  to 
bear  young  before  their  fifth  year,  i.  0.,  the  next  fonr  years  after 
the  oue  of  their  birth,  and  not  in  the  third  or  fourth.  Certainly 
we  can  allow  that  some  females  bear  in  their  fourth  year;  that, 
however,  is  not  the  rule,  but  the  exception.  To  make  it  more 
apparent  that  females  cannot  bear  young  in  their  third  year, 
consider  the  two-year-old  females,  and  compare  them  with  '^aee- 
catchie"  (adult  bulls)  and  cows,  (adult  females,)  and  it  will  be 
evident  to  all  that  this  is  impossible. 

Do  the  females  bear  young  every  year;  and  how  often  in 
their  lives  do  they  bring  forth  f 

To  settle  this  question  is  very  difficult,  for  it  is  iini>08sible  to 
make  any  observations  upon  their  movements ;  but  I  think  that 
the  females  in  their  younger  years  (or  prime)  bring  forth  every 
year,  and  as  they  get  older,  every  other  year ;  thus  (according 
to  people  accustomed  to  them)  they  may  each  bring  forth  in 
their  whole  lives  from  ten  to  fifteen  young,  and  even  more. 
This  opinion  is  founded  on  the  fact  that  never  (except  in  one 
year,  1832)  have  an  excessive  number  of  females  been  seen 
without  young ;  that  cows  not  pregnant  hardly  ever  come  to  the 
Prybilov  Islands ;  that  such  females  cannot  be  seen  every  year. 
As  to  how  large  a  number  of  females  do  not  bear,  according  to 
the  opinions  and  personal  observations  of  the  old  people,  the 
following  may  be  depended  upon  with  confidence :  not  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  mature  or  <'  effective"  females  are  without 
young  5  but  to  avoid  erroneous  impressions  or  conflicting  state- 
meats  between  others  and  myself,  I  have  had  but  one  season, 
("  trayt")  in  which  to  personally  observe  and  consider  the  multi- 
plication of  seals. 

There  is  one  more  very  important  question  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  breeding  or  the  increase  of  seals,  and  that  is^oftke 
number  ofyourtg  seals  barn  in  one  year^  how  many  are  males;  and 
is  the  number  of  males  always  the  same  in  proportion  to  ike 
females  t 

Judging  from  the  holluschickio  accumulated  from  the  <'za- 
pooska"  in  1822^*24  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  and  in  182&-'27 
on  the  island  of  Saiut  George,  the  number  of  young  males  was 
very  variable ;  for  example,  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  in  three 
years  11,000  seals  were  spared,  and  in  the  following  three  years 
there  were  killed  7,000,  i.  6.,  about  two-thirds  of  the  number 
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aaved ;  opposed  to  this,  on  the  island  of  Saint  George,  from 
8,500  spared  seals  in  two  years,  less  than  3,000  were  taken, 
hardly  one-third. 

Why  this  irregnlarity  t  Why  should  more  young  males  be 
bom  at  one  time,  and  at  another  less  t  Or  why  should  there 
be  years  in  which  many  cows  do  not  bear  young  f 

According  to  the  belief  of  the  people  here,  I  think  that  of  the 
number  of  seals  born  every  year,  half  are  males,  and  as  many 
females. 

To  demonstrate  the  above-mentioned  conditions  of  seal-life, 
the  table.  No.  1,  has  been  formed  of  the  number  of  seals  annu- 
ally killed  on  the  Prybilov  Islands  from  1817  to  1838,  (when  this 
work  was  ended.) 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that — 

1.  No  single  successive  year  presents  a  good  number  of 
seals  killed  as  compared  with  thle  previous  year;  the  number  is 
always  less. 

2.  The  annual  number  of  seals  killed  was  not  in  a  constant 
ratio. 

3.  And,  therefore,  in  the  regular  hunting-season  there  is  less 
need  or  occasion  during  the  next  fifteen  years  to  demand  the 
whole  seal  kind. 

4.  Fewer  seals  were  killed  in  those  years  generally  following 
a  previous  year  in  which  there  were  larger  numbers  of  the 
^^holluschickie;"  that  is,  when  the^  young  males  were  not  com- 
pletely destroyed,  and  more  were  killed  when  the  number  of 
^^  hoUuschickiii  "  was  less. 

5.  The  number  of  ^^holluschickie"  is  a  true  register  or  show- 
ing of  the  numbers  of  seals;  j.  ^.,  if  the  ^^hoUnschickie" 
increase  and  exist  like  the  young  females,  and  conversely. 

6.  Holluschickie  break  from  the  (common)  herd  and  gathw 
by  themselves  no  earlier  than  the  third  year,  as  seen  in  the  case 
of  the  spared  seals  on  the  islands  of  Saint  George  and  Saint 
Paul,  the  latter  from  1822-'24, 1835-'37,  inclusive;  the  former 
from  1826-'27. 

7.  The  number  of  seals  killed  on  the  island  of  Saint  George 
after  two  years  (^'zapooska")  was  resumed  and  gradually  in- 
creased to  five  times  as  many. 

8.  In  the  fifth  year  from  the  first  ^^zapooskie"  (or  saving)  it 
became  possible  to  count  or  reckon  on  the  number  remainingi 
and  six-year-olds  began  to  appear  twelve  times  as  numerous, 
and  sevenyear-olds came  in  numbers  sevenfold  greater  than 
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their  previous  small  namber ;  and,  therefore,  the  namber  of 
three-year-old  seals  was  qaite  constaut. 

9.  If  on  the  island  of  Saint  George,  in  1826-^7,  the  seals 
bad  not  had  this  rest,  (^^zapooska.")  and  the  killing  had  been 
oontinijied,  even  at  the  diminished  ratio  of  one-eighth,  in  1840 
or  1842  there  would  not  have  been  a  single  seal  left,  as  appears 
by  the  following  table : 


Seals. 

1825 5.500 

1826 4,400 

1827 3,520 

1888.... 2.816 

1829 .♦...  2,468 

1830.. , 2,160 

1831 1,890 

1832 1,554 


Seali. 

1833 1,3GC 

1834 1,190 

1«6.. 1,040 

1^6 850 

1837 700 

1838 580 

1839 500 

1840 400 


10.  Following  two  years, of  ^^zapooska,"  (saving,)  the  seal-life 
is  enhanced  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  company  in  the  time  of  ^'zapooskov"  (about  8,500)  is  made 
good  in  the  long  run.  The  c^e  may  be  thus  stated:  If  the 
•company  had  not  spared  the  seals  in  1826-'27,  they  would  have 
received,  from  1826  to  1838,  (twelve  years,)  no  more  than  24,000, 
but  by  making  this  zapooska  regulation  for  two  years  they  got 
in  ten  years  31,570,  and,  beyond  this,  they  can  yet  take  15,000 
without  another,  or  any,  zapooska. 

11.  And  in  this  case,  where  such  an  insignificant  number  of 
seals  was  spared  on  Saint  George,  (about  8,500,)  and  in  saoh  a 
short  time,  (two  years,)  the  result  was  at  once  s^niflcant  every 
year;  that  is,  three  times  more  appeared  than  the  namber 
spared.  The  result,  therefore,  must  be  large  annually  on  the 
island  of  Saint  Paul,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  last  ord^s 
or  directioDS  of  the  governor,  already  four  years  of  saving  have 
been  in  force,  in  which  time  over  30,000  seals  have  been  left  for 
breeding. 

On  this  account,  and  in  conformity  with  the  above,  I  here 
present  a  table,  a  prophesy  of  the  seals  that  are  to  come  in  the 
next  fifteen  years  from  7,060  seals  saved  on  the  island  of  Saint 
Paul  in  1835. 

On  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  at  the  direction  of  the  governor, 
a  <*  zapoosk  ^  or  saving  was  made  of  12,700  seals;  that  is,  before 
the  year  1834  there  were  kilted  12,700  seals,  and  on  the  following 
year,  if  this  saving  bad  not  been  made,  according  to  the  testi* 
mony  of  the  inhabitants,  no  more  than  12,200  seals  would  or 
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coald  have  been  taken  from  the  islands,  it  being  thought  that 
this  number  (12,200)  was  only  one  twenty-fifth  of  the  whole ; 
but  instead  of  killing  12,200,  only  4,052  were  taken,  leaving  in 
1835,  for  breeding,  8,148  fresh  young  seals,  males  and  females, 
together. 

In  making  this  hypothetical  table  of  seals  that  are  to  come, 
I  take  the  average  killing,  that  is,  one-eighth  part,  and  proceed 
on  the  supposition  that  tbe  number  of  saved  seals  will  not  be 
less  than  7,060. 

In  the  number  of  7,060  seals  we  can  calculate  upon  3,600 
females ;  that  is,  a  slight  majority  of  males.  With  the  new 
females  born  under  this  **  zapooska"  I  place  half  of  those  bom 
the  first  year,  and  so  on. 

females,  in  the  twelve  or  eighteen  years  next  after  their  birth, 
mus^  become  less  in  number  from  natural  causes,  and  by  the 
twenty-aecond  year  of  their  lives  they  must  be  quite  useless  for 
breeding. 

Of  the  number  of  seals  which  may  be  born  during  the  next 
four  years  of  "  zapooska,"  or  longer,  we  may  take  half  for 
females.  This  number  is  included  in  the  table,  and  the  males, 
or  ^'  holluschickie,'^  make  up  the  total. 

From  the  II  Table,  observe  that — 

1.  Old  females,  that  is,  those  which  in  1835  were  capable  of 
bearing  young,  in  1850  must  be  canceled,  (minus.)  They  prob- 
ably die  in  proportion  of  one-eighth  of  the  whole  number  every 
year. 

2.  For  the  first  four  years  of  zapooska,  until  the  new  females 
begin  to  bear,  their  number  will  be  generally  less. 

3.  A  constant  number  of  seals  will  continue  during  the  first 
six  years  of  their  zapooska ;  in  twelve  years  these  seals  will 
double,  in  fourteen  years  they  will  have  increased  threefold ; 
and  after  fifteen  years  of  this  zapooska  or  saving  of  7,060,  in 
the  first  year  24,000  may  be  taken  from  them,  in  the  second 
28,000,  in  the  third  32,000,  in  the  fourth  36,000,  in  the  fifth  41,000; 
thus  in  five  years  more  that  160,000  can  be  taken.  Then,  under 
the  supervision  of  persons  who  will  see  that  one-fifth  of  the 
seals  be  steadily  spared,  32,000  may  be  taken  every  year  for  a 
long  time. 

4.  Moreover,  from  the  production  of  fifteen  years  "  zapooska" 
there  can  be  taken  from  60,000  to  70,000  hoilnschickie,  which, 
together  with  160,000  seals,^makes  230,000. 

5.  If  this  *^  zapooska"  for  the  next  fifteen  years  is  not  made 
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for  the  seal-life,  dimination  will  certainly  ensue,  and  all  this 
time,  with  all  possible  effort,  no  more  than  50,000  seals  will  be 
taken. 

Here  it  should  be  said  that  this  hypothetical  table  of  the 
probable  increase  of  seals  is  made  on  the  supposition  of  the 
decrease  of  females,  and  an  average  is  taken  accordingly. 
Furthermore,  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  in  1836-'37,  instead  of 
7,900  seals  being  killed,  but  4,860  were  taken.  Hence  it  follows 
that  these  1,500  females  thus  saved  in  two  years,  and  which 
are  omitted  from  the  table,  will  also  make  a  very  significant 
addition  to  the  incoming  seals.* 

*  I  give  this  chapter  of  YeniamiDOv's  without  abridgment,  althoagh  it  u 
fall  of  errors,  to  show  that  while  the  Rnssians  gave  this  matter  evidently 
mach  thought  at  headquarters,  yet  they  failed  to  send  some  one  on  to  th« 
ground,  who,  by  first  making  himself  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  the 
seals  from  close  observation  of  th^ir  lives,  should  then  be  fitted  to  prepare 
rules  and  regulations  founded  upon  this  knowledge.  These  suggestions  of 
Teniaminov  were,  however,  a  vast  improvement  on  the  work  as  it  was  con- 
ducted, and  they  were  adopted  at  once,  but  it  was  not  until  1845  that  the 
great  importance  of  never  disturbing  the  breeding-seals  was  recognized. 

H.  W.  E. 
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From  this  table  behold  that — 

a.  Every  fifteen  years,  from  3,600  females,  there  can  be  received 
in  sixteen  years  24,700  seals;  in  sixteen  years  still  more;  and 
in  twenty  years  41,640. 

b.  In  the  twenty -first  year  the  incomers  begin  to  diminish, 
provided  that  if  in  the  mean  time,  or  the  following  sixteen  years, 
a  certain  nnmber  of  young  seals  are  not  left  to  breed;  and 
if  every  year  a  known  number  are  left  to  breed,  then  in  all 
following  years  the  yield  will  never  be  less  than  20,000  every 
year. 

Table  III. — Calculation  a«  to  the  coming  of  the  seaU  on  the  island  of  Stunt 
George,  made  up  from  two  years,  and  based  upon  that  experience,  (]627-'2d.) 


Tear. 


1826. 


2.       3. 


1827.11828. 1829. 


1830, 


1831. 


1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


10. 


1835. 


11. 


1836. 


12. 


1837. 


Grand 
totaL 


1826. 

1827  . 

1828  . 


Females 

Holluschiokie 

ToUa 


3,200 
Breeding 
Light... 


2.200 
2,200 


4,400 


2,050.. 


1,700  1,500  1.200 


450 
i'cNDO 


700 
360 
700 


700 
600 
550 


700  700 
600  600 
400    250 


700 


700 


2, 050|  1,700!  1,500;  1,200  1,4501,760 


2,050;  1,600. 1,500  1,200 


-J. 


4,100,3,300,3,000,2,400 


1,4501.760 


1,8501,700 
1,800,1,700 


600    600 
100      SO 


2,900|3,520  3,650  3,400 


1,550  1,400 
1,500|1.500 

3,050|2,900 


1,350 
1.400 

2.750 


30,870 


The  actual  taking  of  seals  was  as  follows : 

Seals. 

In  1828 4,778 

In  1829 3,661 

In  1830 2,834 

In  1831 3,084 

In  1832 3,296 

In  1833 3,212 

In  1834 3,051 

In  1835  2,528 

In  1836 2,550 

In  1837 2,582 

Total 31, 476 

J?rom  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  up  to  1838  my  cal-      Seals. 

culation  makes  a  yield  of 30, 870 

While  the  actual  result  was 31, 476 


Diflference  of. 


606 


The  difference  determines  that  the  hypothesis  upon  which 
the  table  is  based  is  correct. 
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A  CONFERENCE  WITH  THE    NATIVES  OF    THE  SEAL  ISLANDS, 
JULY  25-20,  1874. 

For  the  purpose  of  learning  what  these  people  might  have  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  seal  business  as  it  is  now  conducted,  Lieu- 
tenant Maynard  and  myself  asked  the  chiefs  to  select  those 
men  among  themselves  who  knew  most  in  regard  to  the  matter, 
especially  those  who  had  been  most  in  the  habit  of  noting  the 
rookeries,  and  have  them  meet  us  privately  to  hear  what  they 
might  feel  disposed  to  do  if  they  had  anything  to  say  in  the 
matter;  and  accordingly  some  fifteen  of  them, oldest  and  wisest, 
including  all  the  chiefs  of  Saint  Paul  and  one  that  belongs  to 
Saint  George,  met  us.  We  had  a  smart  Russian  Creole  for  in- 
terpreter, a  sailor  from  our  own  vessel,  and  sat  for  two  long 
evenings  with  them  in  conference.  The  result  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows : 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  seal-life,  the  natives  are  both 
watchful  and  solicitous,  but  do  not  present  any  argument 
against  the  annual  killing  of  100,000  young  males  over  one  year 
and  under  five,  as  is  now  conducted ;  that  is,  90,000  on  Saint  Paul 
and  10,000  on  Saint  George ;  but  the  Saint  Paul  people  have  a 
very  natural  and  strong  feeling  that  they  should  alone  reap  the 
benefit  that  arises  from  the  increase  in  the  number  killed  on 
their  island ;  that  the  $6,000,  which  is  represented  by  the  ad- 
ditional 15,000  killed  last  summer  on  this  island,  should  be 
shared  among  themselves,  and  feel  a  little  sore  about  having 
the  Saint  George  people  come  over  here  to  do  this  work  and  take 
the  proceeds,  which  they  did  on  their  own  island  (Saint  George) 
last  year.  They  do  not  think  90,000  any  too  many  on  Saint 
Paul,  if  they  alone  shall  kill  the  animals  and  take  the  reward ; 
but  suddenly,  when  it  is  found  that  they  are  to  be  paid  only  for 
the  original  erroneous  |>ro  rata^  75,000,  they  become  very  fearful 
of  the  result  of  killing  90,000,  with  as  many  five-year-old  bulls 
as  have  been  killed  this  summer.  As  this  solicitude  is  due  to 
no  other  reason  than  this  very  perceptible  anxiety,  its  expres- 
sion must  be  taken  with  some  reservation.  But  this  constant 
anticipation  of  injurious  results,  even  if  there  exist  no  grounds 
for  apprehension,  is  of  great  advantage  to  both  the  agents  of 
Government  and  the  company ;  for  the  public  may  rest  assured 
that  the  first  evidence  of  any  decrease  of  seal-life  on  these  rook- 
eries of  Saint  Paul  will  be  at  once  observed  by  the  jealous  eyes 
of  their  many  native  keepers,  even  were  there  no  agents  of 
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either  party  now  in  control  capable  of  discerning  it,  which  is  not 
likely,  however,  to  be  the  case. 

We  explained  to  them,  in  return,  that  the  law  which  limited 
the  killing  on  Saint  George  to  25,000,  and  on  Saint  Paul  to 
75,000,  was  based  upon  the  imperfect  information  furnished  by 
the  agents  of  the  Government  sent  to  the  islands,  and  that  kill- 
ing 25,000  out  of  100,000  on  an  island  where  there  was  not 
one-twentieth  of  the  number  of  seals  that  were  on  the  ground 
where  the  remaining  75,000  were  taken,  was  entirely  wrong,  and 
must  be  corrected,  for  the  best  interests  of  all  partfes  concerned ; 
and  that  they  had  no  right  to  profit  at  the  expense  of  their 
brethren  on  Saint  George,  who  were  expected,  at  the  time  the 
law  was  made,  to  share  equally  with  them  the  proceeds  of  this 
labor,  and  in  this  spirit  the  defective  law  was  framed.  This 
explanation  appeared  to  relieve  their  minds. 

They  spoke  to  us  with  great  satisfaction  of  the  bettered  con- 
dition in  which  they  are  living  as  compared  with  the  state  in 
which  they  lived  but  a  short  time  since.  A  very  perceptible 
shade  of  gloom  settled  on  the  countenances  of  all  when  we  as- 
sured them  that  the  Government  could  not  permit  any  more 
*^quass''or  beer  drunkenness  among  them.  We  set  forth  the 
propriety  of  this  course  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury as  justified  by  the  following  reasons : 

1.  They  are  at  present  living  without  the  restraint  of  police- 
men and  prisons,  fines^&c,  which  we  employ  for  the  suppression 
of  such  disorder  in  our  own  land,  and  it  was  best  for  them  to  live 
sober  and  avoid  the  necessity  of  having  such  institutions. 

2.  That  they  were,  by  the  great  generosity  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  company,  allowed  to  enjoy  the  sole  privilege  of 
participation  in  the  sealing-labor  and  its  good  reward,  bj*  which 
they  were  enabled  to  live  in  such  comfort  and  ease ;  that  if  they 
indulged  in  drinking  they  would  drop  out  from  the  skiuning- 
gangs,  and  be  unable  in  a  few  years  to  attend  properly  to  their 
duty  on  the  killing-grounds;  that  then  the  company  would 
have  the  power  and  would  be  justified  in  procuring  others  to  do 
this  work,  and  that  then  but  a  short  time  would  elapse  before 
the  labor  of  persons  not  addicted  to  drink  would  crowd  them 
and  their  children  out  of  their  comfortable  possession. 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation  with  them  in  regard  to  the 
events  of  early  days  on  the  island,  they  gave  the  following  as 
facts,  relying  on  the  "  vivid  imaginations  and  faithful  memories'' 
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with  which  they  are  credited  by  the  man  who,  of  all  men,  best 
knew  them,  Veniaminov : 

"  In  1835,  on  the  *  Lagoon '  rookery,  there  were  only  two  bolls ; 
the  cows  were,  however,  in  number  excessive ;  about  as  many 
as  are  on  '  Na  Speel'  to-day,  (2,000.)  On  *  Zapadnie '  about  one 
thousand  cows,  bulls,  and  pups ;  at  Southwest  Point  there  was 
nothing ;  two  small  rookeries  were  on  the  north  shore  of  Saint 
Paul,  near  a  place  called  *  Maroonitch ; '  they  have  been  de- 
serted, however,  by  the  seals  for  a  long  time ;  the  oldest  man 
on  the  island,  Zachar  Seedick,  aged  57,  has  never  seen  them 
there ;  has  only  heard  of  it. 

"  On  Northeast  Point  there  were  seven  small  rookeries  running 
around  the  point ;  only  fifteen  hundred  cows,  pups,  and  bulls, 
all  told;  this  number  includes  the  ^ hoUuschickie,'  which  in 
those  days  lay  in  among  the  breeding-seals,  there  being  so  few 
bulls  that  they  were  permitted  to  do  so.  On  *  Polavina '  there 
were  about  five  hundred  cows,  bulls,  pups,  and  *  holluschickie;' 
on  'Lukannon'  and  '  Ketavie,' about  three  hundred}  only  ten 
bulls  on  *  Ketavie,'  so  few  young  males  lying  in  all  together  that 
they  took  no  note  of  them  on  these  rookeries ;  on  the  *  Reef 
and  » Gprbotch,'  about  one  thousand  only ;  of  these  some  eight 
hundred,  *holluschickie'  included,  lying  in  with  the  breeding- 
seals  ;  there  were  about  twenty  old  bulls  only  on  Gorbotch,  and 
but  ten  on  the  Reef;  on  *Nau  Speel'  there  were  about  a  hun- 
dred.   The  village  was  here  then  as  now. 

"In  1845  we  took  the  young  males  alone,  respecting  the 
sexes  for  the  first  time ;  took  only  about  twenty  a  day  on  North- 
east Point ;  on  the  Reef,  all  the  way  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  a  day. 

"  In  1857  the  breeding-rookeries  were  nearly  as  large  as  they 
are  now ;  but  have  been  rather  gradually  increasing  ever  since. 
Prior  to  1835  the  village  was  up  at  the  little  fresh-water  lake, 
and  the  seals  are  reported,  previous  to  this  date,  many  years, 
to  have  run  all  over  thjB  present  village  ground,  very  much  as 
they  do  at  Zapadnie  to-day •'' 

In  regard  to  the  numbers  of  the  fur-seal  when  the  Russians 
first  took  possession  of  the  ground,  in  1787,  the  present  genera- 
tion, descendants  of  these  pioneers,  have  only  a  general  vague 
impression  that  the  seals  were  somewhat  more  numerous  in  the 
first  days  of  Russian  occupation  than  they  are  now. 

With  regard  to  the  probable  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement 
of  the  natives  to  us,  I  can  only  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
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the  entire  sum  of  seal-life,  as  given  by  tbem,  is  4,100  of  all 
classes ;  now,  Bishop  Yeniaminov  publishes  an  authentic  record 
of  the  killing  on  these  islands  from  1817  to  1837,  (the  time  in 
which  he  finished  his  work,)  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  in 
this  year  of  1835,  4,052  seals  were  killed  and  taken ;  and  if  the 
account  of  the  natives  was  true,  that  would  leave  on  the  island 
only  50  for  1836,  in  which  year,  however,  4,040  were  killed,  and 
in  1837  4,220,  and  there  was  a  steady  iacrease  in  the  killing 
by  the  Russians  up  to  1850,  when  they  governed  their  catch 
by  the  market  alone. 

This  great  diminution  of  the  seal-life,  setting  in  at  1817  and 
running  on  steadily  in  decline  until  1834,  when  it  began  to 
mend,  is  well  accounted  for  by  Veniaminov's  account  From 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  after  greedy  Russian  companies  on 
these  islands  had  killed  seals  for  over  fifteen  years  in  unknown 
numbers  without  causing  any  great  change  in  the  ratio  of  num- 
bers, a  diminution  began  gradually  to  set  in,  which  became 
obvious  in  1817,  and  attained  its  maximum  in  1834-^35,  when 
hardly  a  tithe  of  the  former  numbers  appeared  on  the  ground; 
but  from  that  year  change  in  the  management,  &c.,  promoted 
an  increase,^nd  they  steadily  augmented  up  to  their  former 
great  numbers,  by  1855-'57  reaching  a  maximum  at  which  they 
have  remained,  as  far  as  my  investigations  throw  light  on  the 
subject ;  a  few  years  more  of  proper  observation  on  the  ground 
here  will  settle  the  matter  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

A  variety  of  reasons  have  been  given  for  this  diminution, 
but  the  case  is  clear  that  as  the  animals  to  be  slain  were 
selected  at  random  on  the  breeding-grounds  from  males  and 
females,  they  gradually,  in  consequence  of  this  incessant  mo- 
lestation, began  to  shun  the  islands,  seeking  some  other  land, 
and  there  breeding,  in  spite  of  many  natural  difficulties ;  but 
as  soon,  however,  as  the  Russians  began  to  respect  the  princi- 
ple of  never  driving  or  killing  the  females,  the  seals  gradually 
regained  their  confidence,  and  finally  returned  to  these  islands, 
the  most  convenient  and  best  adapted  for  their  occupation  in 
the  northern  hemisphere.  This  was  the  reason  for  their  dis- 
appearance at  that  time,  or  they  were  suffering  from  the  rav- 
ages of  some  unknown  distemper. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHAPTER    VII. 

THE  HABITS  OF  THE  FUR-SEAL,  ETC. 

The  Seal-life  on  the  Prybilov  Islands  may  be  classed 
under  four  heads,  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  Fub-Seal,  {Gallorhimis  nrsinusj)  Kautickie  of  the  Rus- 
sians. 

The  Sea-Lion,  {Eumetopias  stellerii,)  See  vitchie  of  the  Rus- 
sians, 

TheHAiB-SEAii,  (P/toea  t7itu2ma,)Nearhpah  of  the  Russians. 

The  Walrus,  {Rosmarua  arctict^,)  Morsjee  of  the  Russians. 

Of  the  above,  the , hair-seal  is  the  animal  upon  which  pop- 
ular and,  indeed,  scientific  opinion  is  founded  as  to  what  a  seal 
appears  like,  and  has  in  this  way  given  to  the  people  a  false 
idea  of  its  relatives,  above  enumerated,  and  has  made  it  exceed- 
ingly diflBcult  for  the  naturalist  to  correctly  discriminate  be- 
tween them ;  for,  although  it  belongs  to  the  same  family,  it 
does  not  even  have  a  generic  affinity  to  those  seals  with  whicb 
it  has  beeu  persistently  confounded,  viz,  the  fur-seal  and  sea- 
lion,  no  more  so  than  has  the  raccoon  to  the  black  or  grizzly 
bear,  both  being  as  nearly  related  to' each  other. 

A  detailed  description  of  this  seal,  Pkoca  vituUna^  is  quite 
unnecessary,  as  species  of  the  genus  are  common  pets  all  over 
the  world  where  zoological  gardens  are  established,  and  its^ 
grotesquely  stuffed  skin  is  still  more  frequently  to  be  met  with. 

It  differs,  however,  so  completely  in  shape  and  habit  from  its^ 
congeners  on  these  islands,  that  it  may  be  well,  so  as  to  pre- 
serve a  sharp  line  of  distinction,  to  state  that  it  seldom  comes 
up  from  the  water  more  than  a  few  rods,  at  the  most,  generally 
resting  at  the  margin  of  the  surf-wash ;  it  takes  up  no  position 
on  land  to  hold  and  protect  a  harem,  preferring  the  detached 
water- worn  rocks  which  occasionally  project  out  a  little  above 
the  sea-level  and  are  only  wet  entirely  over  by  heavy  storms  y 
and  the  animal  when  it  is  disturbed  immediately  goes  to  sea. 
Upon  these  small  spots  of  rocky,  wet  isolation  from  the  main 
island,  and  some  secluded  places  on  the  north  shore,  the  '^  nearh- 
pah,"  as  the  natives  call  it,  brings  forth  its  young,  which  is  a 
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single  pup,  perfectly  white,  weighing  about  three  or  four  pounds. 
GDhis  pup  grows  rapidly,  and  weighs,  iu  three  to  four  months, 
forty  or  fifty  pounds,  and  at  that  time  has  a  coat  of  soft,  steel- 
gray  hair  on  the  head,  limbs,  and  abdomen,  with  the  back  most 
richly  mottled  and  barred  lengthwise  with  dark-brown  and 
brown-black.  When  they  appear  in  the  spring,  following,  this 
gray  tone  to  their  color  has  become  a  dingy  ocher,  and  the  mot- 
tling appears  well  over  the  head  and  on  the  upper  side  or  back 
of  the  flippers,  or  feet,  correspondingly  dim. 

There  is  no  appreciable  difference  as  to  color  or  size  between 
the  sexes. 

They  are  not  polygamous,  as  far  as  I  have  observed. 

They  are  exceedingly  timid  and  wary  at  all  times,  and  in  this 
way  they  are  diametrically  opposed,  not  by  shape  aloue,  but  by 
habit  and  disposition,  to  the  fur-seal  and  sea-lion. 

Their  skin  is  of  little  value  compared  with  that  of  the  far- 
seal,  and  their  chief  merit  is  the  relative  greater  juiciness  and 
sweetness  of  their  flesh  to  those  who  are  in  any  way  partial  to 
seal-meat. 

I  desire  also  to  correct  a  common  error,  made  in  comparing 
Phoddce  with  Otaridce,  where  it  is  stated  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  peculiar  structure  of  their  limbs,  their  progression  on 
Isbud  is  ^^  mainly  accpmplislied  by  a  wriggling,  serpentine  motion 
of  the  body,  slightly  assisted  by  the  extremities."  This  is  not 
so;  for,  when  excited  to  run  or  exert  themselves  to  reach  the 
water  suddenly,  they  strike  out  quickly  with  both  fare  feet^ 
simultaneously  lift  and  drag  the  whole  body,  without  any  wrig- 
gling whatever,  from  6  inches  to  a  foot  ahead  and  slightly  from 
the  earth,  according  to  the  violence  of  the  effort  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  ground ;  the  body  then  falls  flat,  and  the  fore-flip- 
pers are  iree  for  another  similar  action,  and  this  is  done  so 
earnestly  and  rapidly  that  in  attempting  to  head  off  a  young 
nearhpah  from  the  water  I  was  obliged  to  leave  a  brisk  walk 
and  take  to  a  dog- trot  to  do  it.  The  hind  feet  are  not  used 
when  exerted  in  rapid  movement  at  all,  and  are  dragged  along 
ii^  the  wake  of  the  body,  perfectly  limp.  They  do  use  their 
posterior  parts,  however,  when  leisurely  climbing  up  and  over 
rocks,  or  playing  one  with  another,  but  it  is  always  a  weak 
effort,  and  clumsy.  These  remarks  of  mine,  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  apply  only  to  the  Phoca  vitulina,  that  is  found  around 
these  islands  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  in  very  small  num- 
bers.   I  have  never  seen  more  than  twenty- five  or  thirty  at  any 
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one  time,  bat  I  think  its  principle  of  locomotion  will  be  found 
to  apply  on  laud  to  all  the  rest  of  its  genera. 

The  scarcity  of  this  species  and  of  all  its  generic  allies  is 
notable  in  the  waters  of  the  Xorth  Pacific  as  compared  with 
those  of  the  circumpolar  Atlantic,  where  the  hair-seals  are 
found  in  immense  numbers,  giving  employment  every  year  to  a 
fleet  of  sailing  and  steam  vessels  which  go  forth  from  St,  John's, 
Halifax,  and  elsewhere,  fitted  for  seal-fishing,  taking  over 
three  hundred  thousand  of  these  animals  each  season,  the 
principal  object  being  the  oil  rendered  from  them,  the  skins 
having  but  small  commercial  value.* 

THE  FUR-SEAL,  (CALLORHINUS  URSINUS,) 

Which  repairs  to  these  islands  to  breed,  &c.,  in  numbers  that  seem 
almost  fabulous,  is  by  far  the  highest  organized  of  all  the  Pinni- 
pedia,  and,  indeed,  for  that  matter,  when  land  and  water  are  fully 
taken  into  account,  there  is  no  other  animal  superior  to  it  from 
a  purely  physical  point  of  view ;  and  few  creatures  that  can  be 
said  to  exhibit  a  higher  order  of  instinct,  approaching  even 
intelligence,  belonging  to  the  animal  kingdom. 

Regarding  a  male  six  to  seven  years  old,  and  full  grown, 
when  he  comes  up  from  the  sea  in  the  spring  on  to  his  station 
for  the  breeding-season,  we  have  an  animal  that  will  measure 
dj  to  74  feet  in  length,  from  tip  of  nose  to  end  of  tail,  and 
weighing  at  least  400  pounds,  and  sometimes  as  much,  perhaps, 
as  600.  (?)  The  head,  which  in  comparison  with  the  immense 
thick  neck  and  shoulders,  seems  to  be  disproportionately  small ; 
but  as  we  come  to  examine  it  we  will  find  that  it  is  mostly  all 
occupied  by  the  brain;  the  light  frame-work  of  the  skull  sup- 
ports an  expressive  pair  of  large  bluish-hazel  eyes,  and  a  muz- 
zle and  jaws  of  nearly  the  same  size  and  form  observed  in  any 
full-blooded  Newfoundland  dog,  with  the  difference  of  having 
no  flabby,  hanging  lips ;  the  upper  lips  support  a  white  and 
yellowish-gray  mustache,  long,  and,  when  not  torn  in  combat, 
luxuriant,  composed  of  heavy  stiff  bristles. 

Observe  it  as  it  comes  leisurely  swimming  on  toward  the  . 
land ;  how  high  above  the  water  it  carries  its  head,  and  how 
deliberately  it  surveys  the  beach,  after  having  stepped  up  on  it ; 

*Aa  excellent  and,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  correct  descrip- 
tion of  this  seal-fishery  in  the  North  Atlantic  has  been  published  by  Michael 
Carroll,  who  writes  in  a  manner  indicative  of  great  familiarity  with  the 
basinesa. 
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it  may  be  truly  said  to  step  with  its  fore  flippers,  for  they  rega- 
larly  alternate  as  it  moves  up,  carrying  the  head  well  above 
them,  at  least  three  feet  from  the  ground,  with  a  perfectly  erect 
neck. 

The  fore  feet,  or  hands,  are  a  pair  of  dark  bluish-black  flip- 
pers, about  8  or  10  inches  broad  at  their  junction  with  the 
body,  running  out  to  an  ovate  point  some  15  to  18  inches  from 
this  union,  which  is  at  the  Cfirpal  joint,  corresponding  to  onr 
wrist;  all  the  rest  of  the  fore-arm,  the  ulna,  radius,  and 
humerus,  being  concealed  under  the  skin  and  thick  blubber 
folds  of  the  main  body  and  neck,  concealed  entirely  at  this 
season  when  it  is  so  fat ;  but  later,  when  tlesh  or  fat  has  been 
consumed  by  absorption,  they  come  quite  plainly  into  view. 

On  the  upper  side  of  these  flippers,  the  hair  straggles  down 
finer  and  fainter,  as  it  comes  down  to*  a  point  close  to  and 
slightly  beyond  where  the  phalanges  and  the  metacarpal  bones 
are  jointed,  similar  to  the  spot  where  our  knuckles  are  placed, 
and  there  ends,  leaving  the  skin  bare  and  wrinkled  in  places  at* 
the  margin  of  the  inner  side,  showing  five  small  pits  containing 
abortive  nails,  which  are  situated  immediately  over  the  union 
of  the  phalanges  with  their  cartilaginous  continuations  to  the 
end  of  the  flipper. 

On  the  under  side  of  the  flipper  the  skin  is  entirely  bare  from 
the  end  up  to  the  body  connection,  deeply  and  regularly  wrin- 
kled with  seams  and  furrows,  which  cross  one  another,  so  as  to 
leave  a  kind  of  sharp  diamond-pattern. 

But  we  observe  as  the  seal  moves  along  that,  though  it  han- 
dles its  fore  limbs  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  it  brings  up  its 
rear  in  quite  a  diflFerent  style ;  for  after  every  second  step  ahead 
with  the  fore  feet  it  arches  it>s  spine,  and  with  it  drags  and  lifts 
together  the  hinder  limbs  to  a  fit  position  under  its  body  for 
another  movement  forward,  by  which  the  spine  is  again  straigh^ 
ened  out  so  as  to  take  a  fresh  hitch  up  on  the  posteriors.  This 
is  the  leisurely  and  natural  movement  on  land  when  not  dis- 
turbed, the  body  being  carried  clear  of  the  ground. 

The  radical  difference  in  the  form  and  action  of  the  hinder 
feet  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  eye  at  once.  They  are  one-seveoth 
longer  and  very  much  lighter  and  more  slender ;  they,  too,  are 
merged  in  the  body  like  those  anterior;  nothing  can  be  seen  of 
the  leg  above  the  tarsal  joint. 

The  shape  of  this  hind  flipper  is  strikingly  like  a  human  foot, 
provided  the  latter  were  drawn  out  to  a  length  of  20  or  22 
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inches,  the  iustep  flattened  down  and  the  toes  run  out  into 
thin,  membraneous,  oval-tipped  points,  only  skin-thick,  leav- 
ing three  strong  cylindrical  grayish  horn-colored  nails,  half  an 
inch  long,  back  six  inches  from  these  skinny  toe-ends,  without 
any  nails  to  mention  on  the  big  and  little  toes. 

On  the  upper  side  of  this  foot  the  hair  comes  down  to  the 
point  where  the  metatarsus  and  phalangeal  bones  joint  and 
fades  out;  from  this  junction  the  phalanges,  about  six  inches 
down  to  the  nails,  are  entirely  bare  and  stand  ribbed  up  in  bold 
relief  on  the  membrane  which  unites  them  as  a  web ;  the  nails 
mark  the  ends  of  the  phalangeal  bones  and  their  union  in  turn 
with  the  cartilaginous  processes,  which  run  rapidly  tapering 
and  flattening,  out  to  the  ends  of  the  thin  toe-flaps. 

Kow,  as  we  look  at  this  fur-seaPs  progression,  that  which 
seems  most  odd  is  tUe  gingerly  manner  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  use  the  expression)  in  which  it  carries  these  hind-flippers; 
they  are  held  out  at  right  angles  from  the  body  directly  oppo- 
site the  pelvis,  the  toe-ends  and  flaps  slightly  waving  and  curl- 
ing or  drooping  over,  supported  daintily,  as  it  were,  above  the 
earth,  only  suffering  its  weight  behind  to  fall  upon  the  heels, 
which  are  opposed  to  each  other  scarcely  five  inches  apart. 

We  shall,  as  we  see  him  again  later  in  the  season,  have  to 
notice  a  different  mode  of  progression,  both  when  lording  it 
over  his  harem  or  when  he  grows  shy  and  restless  at  the  end 
of  the  breeding-season,  and  now  proceed  to  notice  him  in  the 
order  of  his  arrival'and  that  of  his  family,  his  behavior  during 
the  long  period  of  fasting  and  unceasing  activity  and  vigilance 
and  other  cares  which  devolve  upon  him,  as  the  most  eminent 
of  all  polygamists  in  the  brute  world ;  and  to  fully  comprehend 
this  exceedingly  interesting  animal,  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer 
to  my  drawings  and  paintings  made  from  it  and  its  haunts. 

The  adult  males  are  first  to  arrive  in  the  spring  on  the  ground 
deserted  by  all  classes  the  preceding  year. 

Between  the  Ist  and  6th  of  May,  usually,  a  few  bulls  will  be 
found  scattered  over  the  rookeries  pretty  close  to  the  water. 
They  are  at  this  time  quite  shy  and  sensitive,  not  yet  being 
satisfied  with  the  land,  and  a  great  many  spend  day  after  day 
before  coming  ashore  idly  swimming  out  among  the  breakers  a 
little  distance  from  the  land,  to  which  they  seem  somewhat  re- 
luctant at  first  to  repair.  The  first  arrivals  are  not  always  the 
oldest  bulls,  but  may  be  said  to  be  the  finest  and  most  ambi- 
tious of  their  class;  they  are  full-grown  and  able  to  hold  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


126  ALASKA. 

statioDS  on  the  rocks,  which  they  immediately  take  up  aftei 
coming  ashore. 

I  am  not  able  to  say  anthoritatively  that  these  animals  come 
back  and  take  up  the  same  position  on  the  breeding-groand9 
occupied  by  them  during  the  preceding  season;  from  my 
knowledge  of  their  action  and  habit,  and  from  what  I  have 
learned  of  the  natives,  I  should  say  that  very  few,  if  any  ol 
them,  make  such  a  selection  and  keep  these  places  year  after 
year.  One  old  bull  was  pointed  out  to  me  on  the  Eeef  €kir- 
butch  Eookery  as  being  known  to  the  natives  as  a  regular  vis- 
itor at,  close  by,  or  on  the  same  rock  every  season  during  the 
past  three  years,  but  he  failed  to  re-appear  on  the  fourth ;  bat 
if  these  animals  came  each  to  a  certain  place  and  occupied  it 
regularly,  season  after  season,  I  think  the  natives  here  would 
know  it  definitely ;  as  it  is,  they  do  not.  •  1  think  it  very  likely, 
however,  that  the  older  bulls  come  back  to  the  same  rookery- 
ground  where  they  spent  the  previous  season,  but  take  up  their 
positions  on  it  just  as  the  circumstances  attending  their  arrival 
will  permit,  such  as  fighting  other  seals  which  have  arrived  be- 
fore them,  &c. 

With  the  object  of  testing  this  matter,  the  Bnssians,  during 
the  early  part  of  their  possession,  cut  off  the  ears  ^m  «  given 
number  of  young  male  seals  driven  up  for  that  purpose  from 
one  of  the  rookeries,  and  the  result  was  that  cropped  seals  were 
found  on  nearly  all  the  different  rookeries  or^'hauling-grounds' 
on  the  islands  after.  The  same  experiment  was  made  by  agents 
two  years  ago,  who  had  the  left  ears  taken  off  from  a  hundred 
young  males  which  were  found  on  Lukannon  Bookery,  Saint 
Paul's  Island ;  of  these  the  natives  last  year  found  two  on  No- 
vashtosh-nah  Rookery,  ten  miles  north  of  Lukannon,  and  two 
or  three  from  English  Bay  and  Tolstoi  Bookery,  six  miles  west 
by  water;  one  or  two  were  taken  on  Saint  George's  Island,  thir- 
ty-six miles  to  the  southeast,  and  not  one  from  Lukannon  was 
found  among  those  that  were  driven  from  there;  and,  proba- 
bly, had  all  the  young  males  on  the  two  islands  been  driven  op 
and  examined,  the  rest  would  have  been  found  distribnteil  quite 
equally  all  around,  although  the  natives  say  that  they  think 
the  cutting  off  of  the  animal's  ear  gives  the  water  such  access 
to  its  head  as  to  cause  its  death ;  this,  however,  I  think  re- 
quires confirmation.  These  experiments  would  tend  to  prove 
that  when  the  seals  approach  the  islands  in  the  spring,  they 
have  nothing  but  a  general  instinctive  appreciation  of  the  fit- 
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ness  of  the  land  as  a  whole,  and  no  especial  fondness  for  any 
particular  spot 

The  landing  of  the  seals  upon  the  respective  rookeries  is  in- 
flncDced  greatly  by  the  direction  of  the  wind  at  the  time  of 
approach  to  the  islands.  The  prevailing  winds,  coining  from 
the  northeast,  north,  and  northwest,  carry  far  ont  to  sea  the 
odor  or  scent  of  the^  pioneer  bnlls,  which  have  located  them- 
selves on  different  breeding-grounds  three  or  four  weeks  nsnally 
in  advance  of  the  masses ;  and  hence  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
rookeries  on  the  south  and  sontheastem  shores  of  Saint  PanPs 
Island  receive  nearly  all  the  seal-life,  although  there  are  miles 
of  eligible  ground  on  the  north  shore. 

To  settle  this  question,  however,  is  an  exceedingly  difiScult 
matter ;  for  the  identification  of  individuals,  from  one  season  to 
another,  among  the  handreds  of  thousands,  and  even  millions, 
that  come  under  the  eye  on  a  single  one  of  these  great  rook- 
eries, is  really  impossible. 

From  the  time  of  the  first  arrivals  in  May  up  to  the  1st  of 
June,  or  as  late  as  the  middle  of  this  month,  if  the  weather  be 
clear,  is  an  interval  in  which  everything  seems  quiet ;  very  few 
seals  are  added  to  the  pioneers.  By  the  1st  of  June,  however, 
or  thereabouts,  the  foggy,  humid  weather  of  summer  sets  in, 
and  with  it  the  bull-seals  come  up  by  hundreds  and  thousands, 
and  locate  themselves  in  advantageous  positions  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  females,  which  are  generally  three  weeks  or  a  month 
later,  as  a  rule. 

The  labor  of  locating  and  maintaining  a  position  in  the  rook- 
ery is  really  a  serious  business  for  those  bulls  which  come  in 
last,  and  for  those  that  occupy  the  water-line,  frequently  result- 
ing in  death  from  severe  wounds  in  combat  sustained. 

It  appears  to  be  a  well-understood  principle  among  the  able- 
bodied  bulls  that  each  one  shall  remain  undisturbed  on  his 
ground,  which  is  usually  about  ten  feet  square,  provided  he  is 
strong  enough  to  hold  it  against  all  comers ;  for  the  crowding 
in  of  fresh  bulls  often  causes  the  removal  of  many  of  those 
who,  though  equally  able-bodied  at  first,  have  exhausted  them- 
selves by  fighting  earlier,  and  are  driven  by  the  fresher  animals 
back  farther  and  higher  up  on  the  rookery. 

Some  of  these  bnlls  show  wonderful  strength  and  courage. 
I  have  marked  one  veteran,  who  was  among  thefirsttotake  up 
his  position,  and  that  one  on  the  water-line,  where  at  least  fifty 
or  sixty  desperate  battles  were  fought  victoriously  by  him 
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with  nearly  as  many  different  seals,  who  coveted  his  position, 
and  when  the  fighting-season  was  over,  (after  the  cows  have 
mostly  all  hauled  up,)  I  saw  him,  covered  with  scars  and  gashes 
raw  and  bloody,  an  eye  gouged  out,  but  lording  it  bravely  over 
his  harem  of  fifteen  or  twenty  cows,  all  huddled  together  on 
the  same  spot  he  had  first  chosen. 

The  fighting  is  mostly  or  entirely  done  with  the  mouth,  the 
opponents  seizing  each  other  with  the  teeth  and  clenching 
the  jaws;  nothing  but  sheer  strength  can  shake  them  loose, 
and  that  effort  almost  always  leaves  an  ugly  wound,  the  sharp 
canines  tearing  out  deep  gutters  in  the  skin  and  blubber  or 
shredding  the  flippers  into  ribbon -strips. 

They  usually  approach  each  other  with  averted  heads  and  a 
igreat  many  false  passes  before  either  one  or  the  other  takes  the 
initiative  by  griping ;  the  heads  are  darted  out  and  back  as  quick 
as  flash,  their  hoarse  roaring  and  shrill,  piping  whistle  never 
ceases,  while  their  fat  bodies  writhe  and  swell  with  exertion  and 
rage,  fur  flying  in  air  and  blood  streaming  down — all  combined 
make  a  picture  fierce  and  savage  enough,  and,  from  its  great 
novelty,  exceedingly  strange  at  first  sight. 

In  these  battles  the  parties  are  always  distinct,  the  offensive 
and  the  defensive ;  if  the  latter  proves  the  weaker  he  with- 
draws from  the  position  occupied,  and  is  never  followed  by  his 
conqueror,  who  complacently  throws  up  one  of  his  hind  flippers, 
fans  himself  as  it  were,  to  cool  himself  from  the  heat  of  the 
conflict,  utters  a  peculiar  chuckle  of  satisfaction  or  contempt, 
with  a  sharp  eye  open  for  the  next  covetous  bull  or  '*  see- 
catch."* 

The  period  occupied  by  the  males  in  taking  and  holding  their 
positions  on  the  rookery  offers  a  favorable  opportunity  in 
which  to  study  them  in  the  thousand  and  one  different  attitudes 
and  postures  assumed  between  the  two  extremes  of  desperate 
conflict  and  deep  sleep — sleep  so  sound  that  one  can,  by  keep- 
ing to  the  leeward,  approach  close  enough,  stepping  softly,  to 
pull  the  whiskers  of  any  one  taking  a  nap  on  a  clear  place ;  bat 
after  the  first  touch  to  these  whiskers  the  trifler  must  jump 
back  with  great  celerity,  if  he  has  any  regard  for  the  sharp 
teeth  and  tremendous  shaking  which  will  surely  overtake  him 
if  he  does  not. 

The  neck,  chest,  and  shoulders  of  a  fur-seal  bull  comprise 

*  <<Sde*oatch/'  native  name  for  the  balls  on  the  rookeries,  especiaUy  those 
which  are  able  to  maintain  their  position. 
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more  than  two-thirds  of  his  whole  weight,  and  in  this  long 
thick  neck  and  fore  limbs  is  embodied  the  larger  portion  of  his 
strength ;  when  on  land,  with  the  fore  feet  he  does  all  climbing 
over  rocks,  over  the  grassy  hnmmocks  back  of  the  rookery,  the 
hind  flippers  being  gathered  up  after  every  second  step  forward, 
as  described  in  the  manner  of  walking;  these  fore  feet  are  the 
propelling  power  when  in  water,  almost  exclusively,  the  hinder 
ones  being  used  as  rudders  chiefly. 

The  covering  to  the  body  is  composed  of  two  coats,  one  being 
of  short,  crisp,  glistening  over-hair,  and  the  other  a  close,  soft, 
elastic  pelage,  or  fur,  which  gives  distinctive  value  to  the  pelt 

At  this  season  of  first  ^'  hauling  up  "  in  the  spring,  the  pre- 
vailing color  of  the  bulls,  after  they  dry  off  and  have  been  ex- 
posed to  the  weather,  is  a*  dark,  dull  brown,  with  a  sprinkling 
of  lighter  brown-black,  and  a  number  of  hoary  or  frosted-gray 
coats ;  on  the  shoulders  the  over-hair  is  either  a  gray  or  rufous- 
ocher,  called  the  ^*  wig ; "  these  colors  are  most  intense  upon 
the  back  of  the  head,  neck,  and  spine,  being  lighter  underneath. 
The  skin  of  the  muzzle  and  flippers,  a  dark  bluish  black,  fading 
to  a  reddish  and  purplish  tint  in  some.  The  ears  and  tail  are 
also  similar  in  tint  to  the  body,  being  in  the  case  of  the  former 
a  trifle  lighter ;  the  ears  on  a  bull  fur-seal  are  from  an  inch  to 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  length  ;  the  pavilions  tightly  rolled  up  on 
themselves  so  that  they  are  similar  in  shape  and  size  to  the  lit- 
tle finger  on  the  human  hand,  cut  off  at  the  second  (phalangeal) 
joint,  a  shade  more  cone-shaped,  for  they  are  greater  in  diame- 
ter at  the  base  than  at  the  tip. 

I  think  it  probable  that  the  animal  has  and  exerts  the  power 
of  compressing  or  dilating  this  scroll-like  pavilion  to  its  ear, 
accordingly  as  it  dives  deep  or  rises  in  the  water ;  and  also,  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  hair-seal  has  this  control  over  the  meatus 
extemusj  from  what  I  have  seen  of  it }  but  I  have  not  been  able 
to  verify  it  in  either  case  by  observation ;  but  such  opportunity 
as  I  have  bad,  gives  me  undoubted  proof  of  the  greatest  keen- 
ness in  hearing ;  for  it  is  impossible  to  approach  one,  even  when 
sound  asleep ;  if  you  make  any  noise,  frequently  no  matter  how 
slight,  the  alarm  will  be  given  instantly  by  the  insignificant- 
looking  auditors,  and  the  animal,  rising  up  with  a  single  motion 
erect,  gives  you  a  stare  of  astonishment,  and  at  this  season  of 
defiance,  together  with  incesseut  surly  roaring,  growling,  and 
"  spitting." 

This  spitting,  as  I  call  it,  is  by  no  means  a  fair  or  full  expres- 
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sion  of  the  most  characteristic  soand  aud  action,  peculiar,  so  far 
as  I  have  observed,  to  the  far-seals,  the  balls  in  particular.  It 
is  the  usual  prelude  to  their  combats,  and  follows  somewhat  in 
this  way :  when  the  two  disputants  are  nearly  within  reaching 
or  striking  distance,  they  make  a  number  of  feints  or  false 
passes  at  one  another,  with  the  mouth  wide  open  and  lifting 
the  lips  or  snarling,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  glistening  teeth,  and 
with  each  pass  they  expel  the  air  so  violently  through  the 
larynx  as  to  make  a  rapid  choo-choo-choo  sound,  like  the  steam- 
puffs  in  the  smoke-stack  of  a  locomotive  when  it  starts  a  beavy 
train,  and  especially  when  the  driving-wheels  slip  on  the  rail 

All  the  bulls  now  have  the  power  and  frequent  inclination  to 
utter  four  entirely  distinct  calls  or  notes — a  hoarse,  resonant 
roar,  loud  and  long;  alow  gurgling  growl;  a  chuckling,  sibi- 
lant, piping  whistle,  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  convey  an  ad- 
equate idea,  for  it  must  be  heard  to  be  understood ;  and  this 
spitting,  just  described.  Tbe  cows*  have  but  one  note — a  hol- 
low, prolonged,  hlaa-ting  call,  addressed  only  to  their  pups; 
on  all  other  occasions  they  are  usually  silent.  It  is  something 
like  the  cry  of  a  calf  or  sheep.  They  also  make  a  spitting 
sound,  and  snort,  when  suddenly  disturbed.  The  pups  "6to-af^ 
also,  with  little  or  no  variation,  tbe  sound  being  somewhat 
weaker  and  hoarser  than  that  of  their  mothers  for  the  first  two 
or  three  weeks  after  birth;  they,  too,  spit  and  cough  when 
aroused  suddenly  from  a  nap  or  driven  into  a  corner.  A  num- 
ber of  pups  crying  at  a  short  distance  off  bring  to  mind  very 
strongly  the  idea  of  a  flock  of  sheep  "  baaaa-ingJ^ 

Indeed,  so  similar  is  the  sound  that  a  number  of  sbeep 
brought  up  from  San  Francisco  to  Saint  George's  Island  during 
the  summer  of  1873  were  constantly  attracted  to  the  rookeries, 

*Withont  explanation  1  may  be  oonsidered  as  making  use  of  misapplied 
terms  in  describing  these  animals,  for  tbe  inconsistency  of  coupling  *'  pups  " 
with  "  cows  "  and  ^*  bulls/'  and  "  rookeries''  with  the  breeding-grounds  of  tbe 
same,  cannot  fail  to  be  noticed ;  but  this  nomenclature  has  been  given  and 
used  by  the  English  and  American  whalemen  and  sealing-parties  for  many 
years,  and  the  characteristic  features  of  the  seals  suit  the  odd  naming  ex- 
actly, so  much  so  that  I  haye  felt  satisfied  to  retain  the  style  throughout  as 
rendering  my  description  more  intelligible,  especially  so  to  those  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  business  or  may  be  hereafter.  The  Bassians  are  more  consist- 
ent, but  not  so  "pat."  The  bull  is  caHed  "see-catch,"  a  term  implying 
^  strength,  vigor,  Slc;  the  cow,  "  matkah,"  or  mother ;  the  pups,  "  kotickie," 

or  little  seals;  the  non-breeding  males,  under  six  and  seven  years,  *'  hollus- 
chickie,"  or  bachelors.  Tbe  name  applied  collectively  to  tbe  fur-seal  by 
them  is  "  morskie-kot,"  or  sea-cat. 
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mnning  in  among  the  seals,  and  had  to  be  driven  away  to  a 
good  feeding-gronnd  by  a  small  boy  detailed  for  the  purpose. 

The  sound  arising  ftx)m  these  great  breeding-grounds  of  the 
far-seal,  where  thonsands  npon  thousands  of  angry,  vigilant 
bulls  are  roaring,  chuckling,  piping,  and  multitudes  of  seal- 
mothers  are  calling  in  hollow,  blaating  tones  to  their  young, 
which  in  turn  respond  incessantly,  is  simply  indescribable.  It 
is,  at  a  slight  distance,  softened  into  a  deep  booming,  as  of  a 
cataract,  and  can  be  heard  a  long  distance  off  at  sea,  under 
favorable  circumstances  as  far  as  five  or  six  miles,  and  fre- 
qnently  warns  vessels  that  may  be  approaching  the  islands  in 
thick,  foggy  weather,  of  the  positive,  though  unseen,  proximity 
of  land.  ]^ight  and  day,  throughout  the  season,  the  din  of  the 
rookeries  is  cteady  and  constant. 

The  seals  seem  to  suffer  great  inconvenience  from  a  compar- 
atively low  degree  of  heat ;  for,  with  a  temperature  of  46°  and 
480  on  land,  during  the  summer,  they  show  signs  of  distress  from 
heat  whenever  they  make  any  exertion,  pant,  raise  their  hind 
flippers,  and  use  them  incessantly  as  fans.  With  the  thermom- 
eter at  55o-r0(P,  they  seem  to  suffer  even  when  at  rest,  and  at 
such  times  the  eye  is  struck  by  the  kaleidoscopic  appearance 
of  a  rookery,  on  which  a  million  seals  are  spread  out  in  every 
imaginable  position  their  bodies  can  assume,  all  industriously 
fanning  themselves,  using  sometimes  the  fore  flippers  as  ven- 
tilators, as  it  were,  by  holding  them  aloft  motionless,  at  the 
same  moment  fanning  briskly  with  the  hind  flipper,  or  flippers, 
according  as  they  sit  or  lie.  This  wavy  motion  of  flapping  and 
fanning  gives  a  peculiar  shade  of  hazy  indistinctness  to  the 
whole  scene,  which  is  difficult  to  express  in  language;  but  one 
of  the  most  prominent  characteristics  of  the  fur-seal  is  this  fan- 
ning manuer  in  which  they  use  their  flippers,  when  seen  on  the 
breeding-grounds  in  season.  They  also,  when  idling,  as  it 
were,  off  shore  at  sea,  lie  on  their  sides,  with  only  a  partial  ex- 
posure of  the  body,  the  head  submerged,  and  hoist  up  a  fore  pr 
hind  flipper  clear  of  the  water,  while  scratching  themselves  or 
enjoying  a  nap ;  but  in  this  position  there  is  no  fanning.  I  say 
^^scratci.ing,"  because  the  seal,  in  common  with  all  animals,  is 
preyed  upon  by  vermin,  a  species  of  louse  and  a  tick,  peculiar 
to  itself. 

All  the  bulls,  from  the  very  first,  that  have  been  able  to  hold 
their  positions,  have  not  left  thorn  for  an  instant,  night  or  day, 
nor  do  they  do  so  until  the  end  of  the  ruttingseason,  which 
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subsides  entirely  between  the  1st  and  10th  of  Angust,  begm- 
ning  shortly  after  the  coining  of  the  cows  in  June.  Of  necessity, 
therefore,  this  causes  them  to  fast,  to  abstain  entirely  from  food 
of  any  kind,  or  water,  for  three  months,  at  least,  and. a  few  of 
them  stay  four  months  before  going  into  the  water  for  the  first 
time  after  hauling  up  in  May. 

This  alone  is  remarkable  enough,  but  it  is  simply  wonderful 
when  we  come  to  associate  the  condition  with  the  unceasing 
activity,  restlessness,  and  duty  devolved  upon  the  bulls  as 
heads  and  fathers  of  large  families.  They  do  not  stagnate,  like 
bears  in  caves;  it  is  evidently  accomplished  or  due  to  the  ab- 
sorption of  their  own  fat,  with  which  they  are  so  liberally  sup- 
plied when  they  take  their  positions  on  the  breeding-ground, 
and  which  gradually  diminishes  while  they  remain  on  it.  But 
still  some  most  remarkable  provision  must  be  made  for  the  en- 
tire torpidity  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  consequent  upon  their 
being  empty  and  unsupplied  during  this  long  period,  which, 
however,  in  spite  of  the  violation  of  a  supposed  physiological 
law,  does  not  seem  to  affect  them,  for  they  come  back  just  as 
.sleek,  fat,  and  ambitious  as  ever  in  the  following  season. 

I  have  examined  the  stomachs  of  a  number  which  were  driven 
up  and  killed  immediately  after  their  arrival  in  the  spring,  and 
natives  here  have  seen  hundred1»,  even  thousands,  of  them 
during  the  killing-season  in  June  and  July,  but  in  no  case  has 
anything  been  found  other  than  the  bile  and  ordinary  secre- 
tions of  healthy  organs  of  this  class,  with  the  exception  only  of 
finding  in  every  one  a  snarl  or  cluster  of  worms,*  from  the  size  of 
a  walnut  to  that  of  one's  fist,  the  fast  apparently  having  no  effct^t 
on  them,  for  when  three  or  four  hundred  old  bulls  were  slaugh- 
tered late  in  the  fall,  to  supply  the  natives  with  *'  bidarkee  "  or 
canoe  skins,  I  found  these  worms  in  a  lively  condition  in  every 
paunch  cut  open,  and  their  presence,  I  think,  gives  some  reason 
for  the  habit  which  these  old  bulls  have  of  swallowing  small 
bowlders,  the  stones  in  some  of  the  stomachs  weighing  half  a 
pound  or  so,  and  in  one  paunch  I  found  about  five  pounds  in 
the  aggregate  of  larger  pebbles,  which  in  grinding  against  one 
another  must  destroy,  in  a  great  measure,  these  intestinal  pests. 
The  sea-lion  is  also  troubled  in  the  same  way  by  a  similar 
species  of  worm,  and  I  have  preserved  a  stomach  of  one  of  these 
animals  in  which  are  more  than  ten  pounds  of  bowlders,  some  of 
them  alone  quite  large.    The  greater  size  of  this  animal  enables 
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it  to  swallow  stoDes  which  weigh  two  and  three  poands.  I  can 
ascribe  no  other  caase  for  this  habit  among  these  animals  than 
that  given,  as  they  are  of  the  highest  type  of  the  carnivora, 
eating  fish  as  a  regular  means  of  sabsistence ;  varying  the  mo- 
notony of  this  diet  with  occasional  jnicy  fronds  of  sea-weed,  or 
kelp,  and  perhaps  a  crab,  or  snch,  once  in  a  while,  provided  it 
is  small  and  tender,  or  soft-shelled. 

Between  the  12th  and  14th  of  June  the  first  of  the  cow-seals 
come  np  from  the  sea,  and  the  balls  signalize  it  by  a  universal, 
spasmodic,  desperate  fighting  among  themselves. 

The  strong  contrast  between  the  males  and  females  in  size 
and  shape  is  heightened  by  the  air  of  exceeding  peace  and 
amiability  which  the  latter  class  exhibit. 

The  cows  are  from  4  to  4^  feet  in  length  from  head  to  tail, 
and  mnch  more  shapely  in  their  proportions  than  the  bulls,  the 
neck  and  shoulders  being  not  near  so  fat  and  heavy  in  propor- 
tion to  the  posteriors. 

When  they  come  up,  wet  and  dripping,  they  are  of  a  dull, 
dirty-gray  color,  darker  on  the  back  and  upper  parts,  but  in  a 
few  hours  the  transformation  made  by  drying  is  wonderful; 
you  would  hardly  believe  they  could  be  the  same  animals,  for 
they  now  fairly  glisten  with  a  rich  steel  and  maltese-gray  luster 
on  the  back  of  the  head,  neck,  and  spine,  which  blends  into  an 
almost  pure  white  on  the  chest  and  abdomen.  But  this  beauti- 
ful coloring  in  turn  is  altercfd  by  exposure  to  the  weather,  for 
in  two  or  three  days  it  will  gradually  change  to  a  dull,  rufous 
ocher  below,  and  a  cinereous-brown  and  gray-mixed  above ;  this 
color  they  retain  throughout  the  breeding-season  up  to  the  time 
of  shedding  the  coat  in  August. 

The  head  and  eye  of  the  female  are  really  attractive;  the  ex- 
pression is  exceedingly  gentle  and  intelligent;  the  large,  lus- 
trous eyes,  in  the  small,  well-formed  head,  apparently  gleam 
with  benignity  and  satisfaction  when  she  is  perched  up  on  some 
convenient  rock  and  has  an  opportunity  to  quietly  fan  herself. 
The  cows  appear  to  be  driven  on  to  the  rookeries  by  an  accu- 
rate instinctive  appreciation  of  the  time  in  which  their  period 
of  gestation  ends ;  for  in  all  cases  marked  by  myself,  the  pups 
are  bom  soon  after  landing,  some  in  a  few  hours  after,  but 
most  usually  a  day  or  two  elapses  before  delivery. 

They  are  noticed  and  received  by  the  bulls  on  the  water-line 
stations  with  much  attention;  they  are  alternately  coaxed  and 
urged  up  on  to  the  rocks,  and  are  immediately  under  the  most 
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jealous  supervision ;  but  owing  to  the  covetous  and  ambitioiu 
nature  of  tbe  bulls,  which  occupy  the  stations  reaching  way 
back  from  the  water-line,  the  little  cows  have  a  rough-and-tum- 
ble time  of  it  when  they  begin  to  arrive  in  small  numbers  at 
first ;  for  no  sooner  is  the  pretty  animal  fairly  established  on 
the  station  of  bull  number  one,  who  has  installed  her  there,  he 
perhaps  sees  another  one  of  her  style  down  in  the  water  from 
which  she  has  just  come,  and  in  obedience  to  his  i)olygamou$ 
feeling,  he  devotes  himself  anew  to  coaxing  the  later  arrival  in 
the  same  winning  manner  so  successful  iu  her  case,  when  bull 
number  two,  seeing  bull  number  one  off  his  guard,  reaches  out 
with  his  long  strong  neck  and  picks  the  unhappy  but  passive 
creature  up  by  the  scrnff  of  hers,  just  as  a  cat  does  a  kitten, 
and  deposits  her  on  his  seraglio-ground;  then  bulls  number 
three,  lour,  and  so  on,  in  the  vicinity,  seeing  this  high-handed 
operation,  all  assail  one  another,  and  especially  bull  number 
two,  and  have  a  tremendous  fight,  perhaps  for  half  a  minute  or 
so,  and  during  this  commotion  the  cow  generally  is  moved  or 
moves  farther  back  from  the  water,  two  or  three  st^^tions  more, 
where,  when  all  gets  quiet,  she  usually  remains  in  peace.  Her 
last  lord  and  master,  not  having  the  exposure  to  such  diverting 
temptation  as  had  her  first,  he  gives  her  such  care  that  she  not 
only  is  unable  to  leave  did  she  wish,  but  no  other  bull  can  seize 
upon  her.  This  isonly  one  instance  of  the  many  different  triala 
and  tribulations  which  both  parties  on  the  rookery  subject 
themselves  to  before  the  harems  are  filled.  Far  back,  fifteen  or 
twenty  stations  deep  from  the  water-line  sometimes,  but  gen- 
erally not  more  on  an  average  than  ten  or  fifteen,  the  cows 
crowd  in  at  the  close  of  the  season  for  arriving,  July  10  to  14, 
and  then  they  are  able  to  go  about  pretty  much  as  they  please, 
for  the  bulls  have  become  greatly  enfeebled  by  this  constiint 
fighting  and  excitement  during  the  past  two  months,  and  are 
quite  content  with  even  only  one  or  two  partners. 

The  cows  seem  to  haul  in  compact  bodies  from  the  water  up 
to  the  rear  of  the  rookeries,  never  scattering  about  over  the 
ground ;  and  they  will  not  lie  quiet  in  any  }K>sition  outside  of 
the  great  mass  of  their  kind.  This  is  due  to  their  intensely 
gregarious  nature,  and  for  the  sake  of  protection.  They  also 
select  land  with  special  reference  to  the  drainage,  having  a 
great  dislike  to  water-puddled  ground.  This  is  well  shown  on 
Saint  Paul. 

I  have  found  it  difficult  to  ascertain  the  average  number  of 
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COWS  to  one  bnll  on  the  rookery,  bat  I  think  it  will  be  nearly 
correct  to  asAign  to  each  male  from  twelve  to  fifteen  females, 
occapying  the  stations  nearest  the  water,  and  those  back  in  the 
^rear  from  five  to  nine.  I  have  counted  forty-five  cows  all  nnder 
the  charge  of  one  bull,  which  had  them  penned  up  on  a  flat  table- 
rock,  near  Keetavie  Paint;  the  bull  was  enabled  to  do  this  quite 
easily,  as  there  was  but  one  way  to  go  to  or  come  irom  this 
seraglio,  and  on  this  path  the  old  Turk  took  his  stand  and 
guarded  it  well. 

At  the  rear  of  all  these  rookeries  there  is  always  a  large  num- 
ber of  able-bodied  bulls,  who  wait  patiently,  but  in  vain,  for 
families,  most  of  them  having  had  to  fight  as  desperately  for 
the  privilege  of  being  there  as  any  of  their  more  fortunately- 
located  neighbors,  who  are  nearer  the  water  than  themselves } 
but  the  cows  do  not  like  to  be  in  any  outside  position,  where 
they  are  not  in  close  company,  lying  most  qniet  and  content  in 
the  largest  harems,  and  these  large  families  pack  the  surface  of 
the  ground  so  thickly,  that  there  is  hardly  moving  or  turning 
room  until  the  females  cease  to  come  up  from  the  sea;  but  the 
inaction  on  the  part  of  the  bulls  in  the  rear  daring  the  rutting- 
season  only  serves  to  qualify  them  to  move  into  the  places 
vacated  by  those  males  who  are  obliged  to  leave  from  exhaus- 
tion, and  to  take  the  positions  of  jealous  and  fearless  protectors 
for  the  young  pups  in  the  fall. 

The  courage  with  which  the  fur-seal  holds  his  position,  as 
the  head  and  guardian  of  a  family,  is  of  the  very  highest  order, 
compared  with  that  of  other  animals.  I  have  repeatedly  tried 
to  drive  them  when  they  have  fairly  established  themselves, 
and  have  almost  always  failed,  using  every  stone  at  my  com- 
mand, making  all  the  noise  I  could,  and,  finally,  to  put  their 
courage  to  the  full  test,  I  walked  up  to  within  20  feet  of  a  bull 
at  the  rear  and  extreme  end  of  Tolstoi  Eookery,  who  had  four 
cows  in  charge,  and  commenced  with  my  double-barreled 
breech-loading  shot-gun  to  pepper  him  all  over  with  mustard- 
seed  or  dust  shot.  His  bearing^  in  spite  of  the  noise,  smell  of 
powder,  and  pain,  did  not  change  in  the  least  from  the  usual 
attitude  of  determined  defense  which  nearly  all  the  bulls  as- 
sume when  attacked  with  showers  of  stones  and  noise;  he 
would  dart  out  right  and  left  and  catch  the  cows,  which  tim- 
idly attempted  to  run  after  each  report,  and  fiing  and  drag 
them  back  to  their  places ;  then,  stretching  ap  to  his  fall  height, 
look  me  directly  and  defiantly  in  the  face,  roaring  and  spitting 
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most  vehemently.  The  cows,  however,  soon  got  away  from 
him  'y  bnt  he  still  stood  his  ground,  making  little  charges  on  me 
of  10  or  15  feet  in  a  snccession  of  gallops  or  langes,  spitting 
furionsly,  and  then  retreating  to  the  old  position,  back  of  which 
he  would  not  go,  fully  resolved  to  hold  his  own  or  die  in  the 
attempt. 

This  courage  is  all  the  more  noteworthy  from  the  fact  that, 
in  regard  to  man,  it  is  invariably  of  a  defensive  character. 
The  seal,  if  it  makes  you  turn  when  you  attack  it,  never  fol- 
lows you  much  farther  than  the  boundary  of  its  station,  and 
no  aggravation  will  compel  it  to  become  offensive,  as  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  observe. 

The  cows,  during  the  whole  season,  do  great  credit  to  their 
amiable  expression  by  their  manner  and  behavior  on  the  rook- 
ery 5  never  fight  or  quarrel  one  with  another,  and  never  or  sel- 
dom utter  a  cry  of  pain  or  rage  when  they  are  roughly  handled 
by  the  bulls,  who  frequently  get  a  cow  between  them  and  tear 
the  skin  from  her  back,  cutting  deep  gashes  into  it,  as  they 
snatch  her  from  mouth  to  mouth.  These  wounds,  however, 
heal  rapidly,  and  exhibit  no  traces  the  next  year. 

The  cows,  like  the  bulls,  vary  much  in  weight.  Two  were 
taken  from  the  rookery  nearest  Saint  Paul's  Village,  after  they 
had  been  delivered  of  their  young,  and  the  respective  weights 
were  56  and  101  pounds,  the  former  being  about  three  or  four 
years  old,  and  the  latter  over  six.  They  both  were  fat  and  in 
excellent  condition. 

It  is  quite  out  of  the  question  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  posi- 
tions in  which  the  seals  rest  when  on  land.  They  may  be 
said  to  assume  every  possible  attitude  which  a  flexible  body  can 
be  put  into.  One  favorite  position,  especially  with  the  cows,  is 
to  perch  upon  a  point  or  top  of  some  rock  and  throw  their 
heads  back  upon  their  shoulders,  with  the  nose  held  aloft,  then, 
closing  their  eyes,  take  short  naps  without  changiuff,  now  and 
then  gently  fanning  with  one  or  the  other  of  the  long,  slender 
hind  flippers;  another,  and  the  most  common,  is  to  curl  them- 
selves up,  just  as  a  dog  does  on  a  hearthrug,  bringing  the  tail 
and  the  nose  close  together.  They  also  stretch  oat,  laying  the 
head  straight  with  the  body,  and  sleep  for  an  hour  or  two  with- 
out moving,  holding  one  of  the  hinder  flippers  up  all  the  time, 
now  and  then  gently  waving  it,  the  eyes  being  tightly  closed. 

The  sleep  of  the  fur-seal,  from  the  old  bull  to  the  young  pop, 
is  always  accompanied  by  a  nervous,  muscular  twitching  and 
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.slight  shifting  of  the  flippers;  quivering  and  uneasy  rolling  of 
the  body,  accompanied  by  a  quick  folding  anew  of  the  fore 
flippers,  which  are  signs,  as  it  were,  of  their  having  ni^rht- 
mares,  or  sporting,  perhaps,  in  a  visionary  way,  fiar  off  in  some 
dream-land  sea ;  or  disturbed,  perhaps  more  probably,  by  their 
intestinal  parasites.  I  have  studied  hundreds  of  all  classes, 
stealing  softly  up  so  closely  that  I  could  lay  my  hand  on  them, 
and  have  always  found  the  sleep  to  be  of  this  nervous  descrip- 
tion. The  respiration  is  short  and  rapid,  but  with  no  breath- 
ing (unless  your  ear  is  brought  very  close)  or  snoring  sound ; 
the  heaving  of  the  flanks  only  indicates  the  action.  I  have 
frequently  thought  that  I  had  succeeded  in  finding  a  snoring 
seal,  especially  among  the  pups,  but  a  close  examination  always 
gave  some  abnormal  reason  for  it,  generally  a  slight  distemper, 
by  which  the  nostrils  were  stopped  up  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree. 

As  I  have  said  before,  the  cows,  soon  after  landing,  are  de- 
livered of  their  young. 

Immediately  after  the  birth  of  the  pup,  (twins  are  rare,  if 
ever,)  it  finds  its  voice,  a  weak,  husky  blaatj  and  begins  to  pad- 
dle about,  with  eyes  wide  open,  in  a  confused  sort  of  way  for  a 
few  minutes  until  the  mother  is  ready  to  give  it  attention,  and, 
still  later,  suckle  it;  and  for  this  purpose  she  is  provided  with 
four  small,  brown  nipples,  placed  about  eight  inches  apart, 
lengthwise  with  the  body,  on  the  abdomen,  between  the  fore 
and  hinder  flippers,  with  some  four  inches  of  space  between 
them  transversely.  The  nipples  are  not  usually  visible ;  only 
seen  through  the  hair  and  fur.  The  milk  is  abundant,  rich, 
and  creamy.  The  pups  nurse  very  heartily,  gorging  them- 
selves. 

The  pup  at  birth,  and  for  the  next  three  months,  is  of  a  jet- 
black  color,  hair,  eyes,  and  flippers,  save  a  tiny  white  patch 
just  back  of  each  fore  foot,  and  weighs  from  3  to  4  pounds,  and 
12  to  14  inches  long ;  it  does  not  seem  to  nurse  more  than  once 
every  two  or  three  days,  but  in  this  I  am  most  likely  mistaken, 
for  they  may  have  received  attention  from  the  mother  in  the 
night  or  other  times  in  the  day  when  I  was  unable  to  watch 
them. 

The  apathy  with  which  the  young  are  treated  by  the  old  on 
the  breeding-grounds  is  somewhat  strange.  I  have  never  seen 
a  cow  caress  or  fondle  her  offspring,  and  should  it  stray  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  harem,  it  can  be  picked  up  and  killed 
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before  the  mother's  eyes  without  caasing  her  to  show  the 
slightest  concern.  The  same  indifference  is  exhibited  by  the 
bull  to  all  that  takes  place  outside  of  the  boundary  of  his  se- 
raglio. While  the  pups  are,  however,  within  the  limits  of  his 
harem-ground,  he  is  a  jealous  and  fearless  protector ;  but  if  the 
little  animals  pass  beyond  this  boundary,  then  they  may  be 
carried  off  without  the  slightest  attention  in  their  behalf  from 
their  guardian. 

It  is  surprising  to  me  how  few  of  the  pups  get  crushed  to 
death  while  the  ponderous  bulls  are  floundering  over  them 
when  engaged  in  fighting.  1  have  seen  two  bulls  dash  at  each 
other  with  all  the  energy  of  furious  rage,  meeting  right  in  the 
midst  of  a  small  **  pod"  of  forty  or  fifty  pups,  trampling  over 
them  with  their  crushing  weights,  and  bowling  them  oat  right 
and  left  in  every  direction,  without  injuring  a  single  one.  I  do 
not  think  more  than  1  per  cent,  of  the  pups  born  each  season 
are  lost  in  this  manner  on  the  rookeries. 

To  test  the  vitality  of  these  little  animals,  I  kept  one  in  the 
liouse  to  ascertain  how  long  it  could  live  without  nursing, 
having  taken  it  immediately  after  birth  and  before  it  could  get 
any  taste  of  its  mother's  milk ;'  it  lived  nine  days,  and  in  the 
whole  time  half  of  every  day  was  spent  in  floundering  about 
over  the  floor,  accompanying  the  movement  with  a  persistent 
hoarse  blaating.  This  experiment  certainly  shows  wonderful 
vitality,  and  is  worthy  of  an  animal  that  can  live  four  months 
without  food  or  water  and  preserve  enough  of  its  latent  strength 
and  vigor  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  go  far  off  to  sea,  and  return 
as  fat  and  hearty  as  ever  during  the  next  season. 

In  the  pup,  the  head  is  the  only  disproportionate  feature 
when  it  is  compared  with  the  proportion  of  the  adult  form,  the 
neck  being  also  relatively  shorter  and  thicker.  I  shall  have  to 
speak  again  of  it,  as  it  grows  and  changes,  when  I  finish  with 
the  breeding-season  now  under  consideration. 

The  cows  appear  to  go  to  and  come  from  the  water  quite  fre- 
quently, and  usually  return  to  the  spot,  or  its  neighborhood, 
where  they  leave  their  pups,  crying  out  for  them,  and  recogniz- 
ing the  individual  replies,  though  ten  thousand  around,  all  to- 
gether, should  blaat  at  once.  They  quickly  single  out  their 
own  and  attend  them.  It  would  be  a  very  unfortunate  matter 
if  the  mothers  could  not  identify  their  young  by  sound,  since 
their  pups  get  together  like  a  great  swarm  of  bees,  spread  out 
upon  the  ground  in  ^'  pods"  or  groups,  while  they  are  young, 
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and  not  very  large,  bat  by  the  middle  and  end  of  September, 
until  they  leave  in  l^ovember,  they  cluster  together,  sleeping 
and  frolicking  by  tens  of  thousands.  A  mother  comes  up  from 
the  water,  where  she  has  been  to  wash,  and  perhaps  to  feed, 
for  the  last  d».y  or  two,  to  about  where  she  thinks  her  pup 
should  be,  but  misses  it,  and  tinds  instead  a  swarm  of  pups  in 
which  it  has  been  incorporated,  owing  to  its  great  fondness  for 
society.  The  mother,  without  at  first  entering  into  the  crowd 
of  thousands,  calls  out,  just  as  a  sheep  does  for  her  lamb,  lis- « 
tens,  and  out  of  all  the  din  she — if  not  at  first,  at  the  end  of  a 
few  trials — ^recognizes  the  voice  of  her  offspring,  and  then  ad- 
vances, striking  out  right  and  left,  and  over  the  crowd,  toward 
the  position  from  which  it  replies ;  but  if  the  pup  at  this  time 
happens  to  be  asleep  she  hears  nothing  from  it,  even  though  it 
were  close  by,  and  in  this  case  the  cow,  after  calling  for  a  time 
without  being  answered,  curls  herself  up  and  takes  a  nap,  or 
lazily  basks,  and  is  most  likely  more  successful  when  she  calls 
again. 

The  pnps  themselves  do  not  know  their  mothers,  but  they 
are  so  constituted  that  they  incessantly  cry  out  at  short  inter- 
vals during  the  whole  time  they  are  awake,  and  in  this  way  a 
mother  can  pick,  out  of  the  monotonous  blaating  of  thousands 
of  pups,  her  own,  and  she  will  not  permit  any  other  i;o  suckle. 

Between  the  end  of  July  and  the  5th  or  Sth  of  August  the 
rookeries  are  completely  changed  in  appearance ;  the  systematic 
and  regular  disposition  of  the  families,  or  harems,  over  the 
whole  extent  of  ground  has  disappeared ;  all  order  heretofore 
existing  seems  to  be  broken  up.  The  ruttiug-season  over,  those 
bulls  which  held  positions  now  leave,  most  of  them  very  thin 
in  flesh  and  weak,  and  I  think  a  large  proportion  of  them  do 
not  come  out  again  on  the  land  during  the  season ;  and  such  as 
do  come,  appear,  not  fat,  but  in  good  flesh,  and  in  a  new  coat 
of  rich  dark  and  gray -brown  hair  and  fur,  with  gray  and  gray- 
ish-ocber  ^^  wigs "  or  over- hair  on  the  shoulders,  forming  a 
strong  contrast  to  the  dull,  rusty-brown  and  umber  dress  in 
which  they  appeared  during  the  summer,  and  which  they  bad 
begun  to  shed  about  the  15th  of  August,  in  common  with  the 
cows  and  bachelor  seals.  After  these  bulls  leave,  at  the  close 
of  their  season's  work,  those  of  them  that  do  return  to  the  land 
do  not  come  back  until  the  end  of  September,  and  do  not  haul 
up  on  the  rookery-grounds  as  a  rule,  preferring  to  herd  together, 
as  do  the  young  males,  on  the  sand  beaches  and  other  rocky 
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points  close  to  the  Avater.  The  cows,  paps,  and  those  bulls 
which  have  been  in  retirement,  now  take  possession,  in  a  very 
disorderly  manner,  of  the  rookeries^  also,  come  a  large  number 
of  young,  three,  four,  and  five  year  old  males,  who  have  not 
been  permitted  to  Lind  among  the  cows,  during  the  ruttiog- 
season,  by  the  older,  stronger  bulls,  who  have  savagely  fought 
them  off  whenever  they  made  (as  they  constantly  do)  an  attempt 
to  land. 

Three-fourths,  at  least,  of  the  cows  are  now  off  in  the  water, 
only  coming  ashore  to  nurse  and  look  after  their  pups  a  short 
time.  They  lie  idly  out  in  the  rollers,  ever  and  anon  taming 
over  and  over,  scratching  their  backs  and  sides  with  their  foro 
and  hind  flippers.  !Nothing  is  more  suggestive  of  immense 
comfort  and  enjoyment  than  is  this  action  of  these  animals. 
They  appear  to  get  very  lousy  on  Che  breeding-ground,  and  the 
frequent  winds  and  showers  drive  and  spatter  sand  into  their 
fur  and  eyes,  making  the  latter  quite  sore  in  many  cases.  They 
also  pack  the  soil  under  foot  so  hard  and  solid  that  it  holds 
water  in  the  surface  depressions,  just  like  so  many  rock  basins, 
on  the  rookery;  out  and  into  these  puddles  they  flounder  and 
patter  incessantly,  until  evaporation  slowly  abates  the  nuisance. 

The  pups  sometimes  get  so  thoroughly  plastered  in  these 
muddy,  slimy  puddles,  that  their  hair  falls  off  in  patches,  giving 
them  the  apx)earance  of  being  troubled  with  scrofula  or  some 
other  plague,  at  first  sight,  but  they  are  not,  from  my  observa« 
tion,  permanently  injured. 

Early  in  August  (8th)  the  pups  that  are  nearest  the  water  on 
the  rookeries  essay  swimming,  but  make  slow  and  clumsy  prog- 
ress,  floundering  about,  when  over  head  in  depth,  in  the  most 
awkward  manner,  thrashing  the  water  with  their  fore  flippers, 
not  using  the  hinder  ones.  In  a  few  seconds,  or  a  minute  at 
the  most,  the  youngster  is  so  weary  that  he  crawls  out  upon 
the  rocks  or  beach,  and  immediately  takes  a  recuperative  nap, 
repeating  the  lesson  as  quick  as  he  awakes  and  is  rested.  They 
soon  get  familiar  with  the  water,  and  delight  in  it^  swimming 
in  endless  evolutions,  twisting,  turning,  diving,  and  when  ex- 
hausted, they  draw  up  on  the  beach  again,  shake  themselves  as 
young  dogs  do,  either  going  to  sleep  on  the  spot,  or  having  a 
lazy  frolic  among  themselves. 

In  this  matter  of  learning  to  swim,  I  have  not  seen  any 
"  driving"  of  the  young  pups  into  the  water  by  the  old  in  order 
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to  teach  thein  this  process,  as  has  been  affirmed  by  writers  on 
the  subject  of  seal-life. 

The  paps  are  constantly  shifting,  at  the  close  of  the  rutting- 
season,  back  and  forth  over  the  rookery  in  large  sqnads,  some- 
times numbering  thousands.  In  the  course  of  these  changes 
of  position  they  all  come  sooner  or  later  in  contact  with  the  sea ; 
the  pup  blunders  into  the  water  for  the  first  time  in  a  most 
awkward  manner,  and  gets  out  again  as  quick  as  it  can,  but  so 
far  from  showing  any  fear  or  dislike  of  this,  its  most  natural 
element,  as  soon  as  It  rests  from  its  exertion,  is  immediately 
ready  for  a  new  trial,  and  keeps  at  it,  if  the  sea  is  not  too 
stormy  or  rough  at  the  time,  until  it  becomes  quite  familiar 
with  the  water,  and  during  all  this  peiiod  of  self-tuition  it 
seems  to  thoroughly  enjoy  the  exercise. 

By  the  15th  of  September  all  the  pups  have  become  familiar 
with  the  water,  have  nearly  all  deserted  the  background  of 
the  rookeries  and  are  down  by  the  water's  edge,  and  skirt  the 
rocks  and  beaches  for  long  distances  on  ground  previously  un- 
occupied by  seals  of  any  class. 

They  are  now  about  five  or  six  times  their  original  weight,  and 
are  beginning  to  shed  their  black  hair  and  take  on  their  second 
coat,  which  does  not  vary  at  this  age  between  the  sexes.  They 
do  this  very  slowly,  and  cannot  be  called  out  of  molting  or 
sliedding  until  the  middle  of  October,  as  a  rule. 

The  pup'S  second  coat,  or  sea-going  jacket,  is  a  uniform, 
dense,  light  pelage,  or  under-fur,  grayish  in  some,  light-brown 
in  others,  the  fine,  close,  soft,  and  elastic  hairs  which  compose 
it  iNMug  about  onebalf  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  over-hair,  two- 
thirds  of  an  inch  long,  quite  coarse,  living  the  color  by  which 
>  oil  recognisse  the  condition.  This  over-hair,  on  the  back,  neck, 
and  head,  is  a  dark  chinchilla-gray,  blending  into  a  white,  just 
tinned  with  a  grayish  tone  on  the  abdomen  and  chest.  The 
upper  lip,  where  the  whiskers  or  mustache  takes  root,  is  of  a 
lighrer-gray  tone  than  that  which  surrounds.  This  mustache 
coiiMMts  of  fifteen  or  twenty  longer  or  shorter  whitish-gray 
brisries  (one-half  to  three  inches)  on  each  side  and  back  of  the 
nostrils,  which  are,  as  I  have  before  said,  similar  to  that  of  a 
tlojr. 

Ttie  most  attractive  feature  about  the  fur-seal  pup,  and  up» 
wtinl  as  it  grows,  is  the  eye,  which  is  exceedingly  large,  dark, 
m\i\  liquid,  with  which,  for  beauty  and  amiability,  together  with 
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intelligence  of  expression,  those  of  no  other  animal  can  be  com- 
pared.   The  lids  are  well  supplied  with  eyelashes. 

I  do  not  think  that  their  range  of  vision  on  land,  or  ont  of  the 
water,  is  very  great.  I  have  had  them  (the  adults)  catch  sight 
of  my  person,  so  as  to  distinguish  it  as  a  foreign  character,  three 
and  four  hundred  paces  off,  with  the  wind  blowing  stroogly 
from  them  toward  myself,  but  generally  they  will  allow  you  to 
approach  very  close  indeed,  before  recognizing  your  strangeness, 
*  and  the  pups  will  scarcely  notice  the  form  of  a  human  being 
until  it  is  fairly  on  them,  whereupon  they  make  a  lively  noise, 
a  medley  of  coughing,  spitting,  snorting,  blaating,  and  get 
away  from  its  immediate  vicinity,  but  instantly  resume,  how- 
ever, their  previous  occupation  of  either  sleeping  or  playing, 
as  though  nothing  had  happened. 

But  the  power  of  scent  is  (together  with  their  hearing,  before 
mentioned)  exceedingly  keen,  for  I  have  found  that  I  would 
most  invariably  awake  them  from  soundest  sleep  if  1  got  to  the 
windward,  even  when  standing  a  considerable  distance  off. 

To  recapitulate  and  sum  up  the  system  of  reproduction  on 
the  rookeries  as  the  seals  seem  to  have  arranged  it;  I  would  say, 
that- 
First.  The  earliest  bulls  appear  to  land  in  a  negligent,  indo- 
lent way,  shortly  after  the  rocks  at  the  water's  edge  are  free 
from  ice,  frozen  snow,  &c.  This  is  generally  about  the  Ist  to 
the  5th  of  May.  They  land  first  and  last  in  perfect  confidence 
and  without  fear,  very  fat,  and  of  an  average  weight  of  five 
hundred  pounds ;  some  staying  at  the  water's  edge,  some  going 
away  back,  in  fact  all  over  the  rookery. 

Second.  That  by  the  10th  or  12th  of  June,  all  the  stations  on 
the  rookeries  have  been 'mapped  out,  fought  for,  and  held  in 
waiting  for  the  cows  by  the  strongest  and  most  enduring  bulls, 
who  are,  as  a  rule,  never  under  six  years  of  age,  and  sometimes 
three,  and  even  occasionally  four  times  as  old. 

Third.  That  the  cows  make  their  first  appearance,  as  a  class, 
by  the  12th  or  15th  of  June,  in  rather  small  numbers,  but  by 
the  23d  and  25th  of  this  mouth  they  begin  to  flock  up  so  as  to 
fill  the  harems  very  perceptibly,  and  by  the  8th  or  10th  of  July 
they  have  most  all  come,  stragglers  excepted  3  average  weight 
eighty  pounds. 

Fourth.  That  the  rutting- season  is  at  its  height  from  the  10th 
to  the  15th  of  July,  and  that  it  subsides  entirely  at  the  end  of 
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this  month  and  early  in  Angast,  and  that  it  is  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  land. 

Fifth.  That  the  cows  bear  their  first  yonng  when  three  years 
of  age. 

Sixth.  That  the  cows  are  limited  to  a  single  pup  each,  as  a 
rale,  in  bearing,  and  this  is  bom  soon  after  landing ;  no  excep* 
tion  has  thns  far  been  witnessed. 

Seventh.  That  the  bulls  who  have  held  the  harems  leave  for 
the  water  in  a  straggling  manner  at  the  close  of  the  rutting- 
season,  greatly  emaciated,  not  returning,  if  at  all,  until  six  or 
seven  weeks  have  elapsed,  and  that  the  regular  systematic  dis- 
tribution  of  families  over  the  rookeries  is  at  an  end  for  the  season, 
a  general  medley  of  young  bulls  now  free  to  come  up  from  the 
water,  old  males  who  have  not  been  on  seraglio  duty,  cows,  and 
an  immense  majority  of  pups,  since  only  about  25  per  cent, 
of  their  mothers  are  .out  of  tbe  water  at  a  time. 

The  rookeries  lose  their  compactness  and  definite  boundaries 
by  the  25th  to  28th  July,  when  tbe  pups  begin  to  haul  back  and 
to  the  right  and  left  in  small  squads  at  first,  but  as  the  season 
goes  on,  by  the  18th  August,  they  swarm  over  three  and  four 
times  the  area  occupied  by  them  when  born  on  the  rookeries. 
'The  system  of  family  arrangement  and  definite  compactness  of 
the  breeding-classes  begins  at  this  date  to  break  up. 

Eighth.  That  by  the  8th  or  30th  of  August  the  pups  born 
nearest  the  water  begin  to  learn  to  swim,  and  by  the  15th  or 
20th  of  September  they  are  all  familiar  more  or  less  with  it. 

I^inth.  That  by  the  middle  of  September  the  rookeries  are 
entirely  broken  up,  only  confused,  straggling  bands  of  cows, 
young  bachelors,  pups,  and  small  squads  of  old  bulls,  crossing 
and  recrossing  the  ground  in  an  aimless,  listless  manner ;  the 
season  is  over,  but  many  of  these  seals  do  not  leave  these 
grounds  until  driven  off  by  snow  and  ice,  as  late  as  the  end  of 
December  and  12th  of  January. 

This  recapitulation  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  my  observa- 
tions on  the  rookeries,  and  I  will  now  turn  to  the  consideration 
of  the 

HAULING-GBOUNDS, 

upon  which  the  yearlings  and  almost  all  the  males  under  sir 
years  come  out  from  the  sea  in  squads  from  a  hundred  to  a 
thousand,  and,  later  in  the  season,  by  hundreds  of  thousands,. 
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to  sleep  and  frolic,  going  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile  back 
from  the  sea,  as  at  English  Bay. 

This  class  of  seals  are  termed  '^  holluschukie  "  (or  ''  bachelor 
seals  ")  by  the  natives.  It  is  with  the  seals  of  this  division  that 
these  people  are  most  familiar,  since  they  are,  together  \rith  a 
few  thousand  pups  and  some  old  balls,  the  only  ones  driven  up 
to  the  killing-grounds  for  their  skins,  for  reasons  which  are  ex- 
eellent,  and  which  shall  be  given  further  on. 

Since  the  "holluschukie"  are  not  permitted  by  their  own 
kind  to  land  on  the  rookeries  and  rest  there,  they  have  the 
choice  of  two  methods  of  landing  and  locating. 

One  of  these  opportnnities,  and  least  used,  is  to  pass  up  from 
and  down  to  the  water,  through  a  rookery  on  a  pathway  left  by 
eommon  consent  between  the  harems.  On  these  lines  of  pas- 
sage they  are  unmolested  by  the  old  and  jealous  bulls,  who 
guard  the  seraglios  on  either  side  as  they  go  and  come ;  gener- 
ally there  is  a  continual  file  of  them  on  the  way,  traveling  up 
or  down. 

As  the  two  and  three  year  old  hoUuschukie  come  up  in  small 
squads  with  the  first  bulls  in  the  spring,  or  a  few  days  later, 
these  common  highways  between  the  rear  of  the  rookery-ground 
and  the  sea  get  well  defined  and  traveled  over  before  the  arrival 
of  the  cows ;  for  just  as  the  bulls  crowd  up  for  their  stations,  so 
do  the  bachelors,  young  and  old,,  increase.  These  roadways 
may  be  termed  the  lines  of  least  resistance  in  a  big  rookery ; 
they  are  not  constant;  they  are  splendidly  shown  on  the  large 
rookeries  of  Saint  Paul's,  one  of  them  (Tolstoi)  exhibiting  this 
feature  finely,  for  the  hauling-ground  lies  up  back  of  the  rook- 
ery, on  a  flat  and  rolling  summit,  100  to  120  feet  above  the  sea- 
level.  The  young  males  and  yearlings  of  both  sexes  come 
through  the  rookery  on  these  narrow  pathways,  and,  before 
reaching  the  resting-ground  above,  are  obliged  to  climb  up  an 
almost  abrupt  bluff,  by  following  and  struggling  in  the  little 
water-runs  and  washes  which  are  worn  in  its  face.  As  this 
is  a  large  hauling-ground,  on  which  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
commonly  lie  every  day  during  the  season,  the  sight  always,  at 
all  times,  to  be  seen,  in  the  way  of  seal  climbing  and  crawling, 
was  exceedingly  novel  and  interesting.  They  climb  Over  and 
up  to  places  here  where  a  clumsy  man  might  at  first  sight 
say  he  would  be  unable  to  ascend. 

The  other  method  by  which  the  "hoUuschukie"  enjoy  them- 
selves on  land  is  the  one  most  followed  and  favored.    They,  in 
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this  case,  repair  to  the  beaches  anoceupied  between  the  rook- 
eries, and  there  extend  themselves  out  all  the  way  back  from 
the  .water  as  far,  in  some  cases,  as  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  even 
farther.  I  have  had  under  my  eye,  in  one  straightforward 
sweep,  from  Zapad-nie  to  Tolstoi,  (three  miles,)  a  million  and  a 
half  of  seals,  at  least,  (about  the  middle  of  July.)  Of  these  I 
estimated  fully  one-half  were  pups,  yearlings,  and  <^  hoUuschu- 
kie."  The  great  majority  of  the  two  latter  classes  were  hauled 
out  and  packed  thickly  over  the  two  miles  of  sand-beaeh  and 
flat  which  lay  between  the  rookeries ;  many  large  herds  were 
back  as  far  from  the  water  as  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

A  small  flock  of  the  younger  ones,  from  one  to  three  years 
old,  will  frequently  stray  away  back  from  the  hauling-ground 
lines,  out  and  up  onto  the  fresh  moss  and  grass,  and  there 
sport  and  play,  one  with  another,  just  as  puppy-dogs  do^  and 
when  weary  of  this  gamboliug,  a  general  disposition  to  sleep  is 
suddenly  manifested,  and  they  stretch  themselves  out  and  curl 
up  in  all  the  positions  aud  all  the  postures  that  their  flexible 
spines  and  ball-and-socket  joints  will  permit.  One  will  lie 
upon  his  back,  holding  up  his  hind  flippers,  lazily  waving  them 
in  the  air,  while  he  scratches  or  rather  rubs  his  ribs  with  the 
fore  hands  alternately,  the  eyes  being  tightly  closed ;  and  the 
bresith,  indicated  by  the  heaving  of  his  flanks,  drawn  quickly 
but  regularly,  as  though  in  heavy  sleep ;  another  will  be  flat 
upon  his  stomach,  his  hind  flippers  drawn  under  and  concealed, 
while  he  tightly  folds  his  fore  feet  back  against  his  sides,  just 
as  a  fish  will  sometimes  hold  its  pectoral  fins ;  and  so  on,  with- 
out end  of  variety,  according  to  the  ground  and  disposition  of 
the  animals. 

While  the  young  seals  undoubtedly  have  the  power  of  going 
without  food,  they  certainly  do  not  sustain  any  long  fasting 
periods  on  land,  for  their  coming  and  going  is  frequent  and 
irregular  J  for  instance,  three  or  four  thick,  foggy  days  will 
sometimes  call  them  out  by  hundreds  of  thousands,  a  million  or 
two,  on  the  diflfereut  hauling- grounds,  where,  in  some  cases, 
they  lie  so  closely  together  that  scarcely  a  foot  of  ground,  over 
acres  in  extent,  is  bare ;  then  a  clearer  and  warmer  day  will 
ensue,  and  the  ground,  before  so  thickly  packed  with  animal- 
life,  will  be  almost  deserted,  comparatively,  to  be  filled  again 
immediately  on  the  recurrence  of  favorable  weather.  They  are 
in  just  as  good  condition  of  flesh  at  the  end  of  the  season  as  at 
the  first  of  it. 

10  AL  r^  T 
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These  bachelor-seals  are,  I  am  sore,  without  exception,  the 
most  restless  animals  in  the  whole  brute  creation ;  they  frolic 
and  lope  abont  over  the  grounds  for  honrs,  without  a  moment's 
cessation,  and  their  sleep  after  this  is  short,  and  is  accompanied 
with*  nervous  twitchings  and  uneasy  movements  j  they  seem  to 
be  fairly  brimful  and  overrunning  with  warm  life.  I  have 
never  observed  anything  like  ill-humor  grow  out  of  Iheir  play- 
ing together ;  invariably  well  pleased  one  with  another  in  all 
their  frolicsome  struggles. 

The  pups  and  yearlings  have  an  especial  fondness  for  sport- 
ing on  the  rocks  which  are  just  at  the  water's  level,  so  as  to  be 
alternately  covered  and  uncovered  by  the  sea-rollers.  On  the 
bare  summit  of  these  water-worn  spots  they  struggle  and 
clamber,  a  dozen  or  two  at  a  time,  occasionally,  for  a  single 
rock ;  the  strongest  or  luckiest  one  pushing  the  others  all  off, 
which,  however,  simply  redouble  their  efforts  and  try  to  dis- 
lodge him,  who  thus  has,  for  a  few  moments  only,  the  advan- 
tage ;  for  with  the  next  roller  and  the  other  pressure,  he  gen- 
erally is  ousted,  and  the  game  is  repeated.  Sometimes,  as  well 
as  I  could  see,  the  same  squad  of  '^hoUuschnkie"  played 
around  a  rock  thus  situated,  off  "Nah  Speel"  rookery,  dming 
the  whole  of  one  day;  but,  of  course,  they  cannot  be  told  apart 

The  " holluschukie,"  too,  are  the  champion  swimmers;  at 
least  they  do  about  all  the  fancy  tumbling  and  turning  that  is 
done  by  the  fur-seals  when  in  the  water  around  the  islands. 
The  grave  old  bulls  and  their  matronly  companions  seldom 
indulge  in  any  extravagant  display,  such  as  jumping  out  of  the 
water  like  so  many  dolphins,  describing,  as  these  youngsters 
do,  beautiful  elliptic  curves,  rising  three  and  even  four  feet 
from  the  sea,  with  the  back  slightly  arched,  the  fore  flippers 
folded  back  against  the  sides,  and  the  hinder  ones  extended  and 
pressed  together  straight  out  behind,  plumping  in  head  first, 
re-appearing  in  the  same  manner  after  an  interval  of  a  few 
seconds. 

All  classes  will  invariably  make  these  dolphin-jumps  when 
they  are  suddenly  surprised  or  are  driven  into  the  water,  turn- 
ing their  heads,  while  sailing  in  the  air,  between  the  "rises" 
and  ''  plumps,"  to  take  a  look  at  the  cause  of  their  disturbance. 
They  all  swim  with  great  rapidity,  and  may  be  fairly  said  to 
dart  with  the  velocity  of  a  bird  on  the  wing  along  under  the 
water;  and  in  all  their  swimming  I  have  not  been  able  yet  to 
satisfy  myself  how  they  use  their  long,  flexible,  hind  feet,  other 
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than  as  steering  meilinms.  The  propelling  motion,  if  they  have 
any,  is  so  rapid,  that  my  eye  is  not  quick  enough  to  catch  it ; 
the  fore  feet,  however,  can  be  very  distinctly  seen  to  work, 
feathering  forward  and  sweeping  back  flatly,  opposed  to  the 
watfer,  with  great  rapidity  and  energy,  and  are  evidently  the 
sole  propulsive  power. 

All  their  movements  in  the  water,  when  in  traveling  or  sport, 
are  quick  and  joyous,  and  nothing  is  more  suggestive  of  intense 
satisfaction  and  great  comfort  than  is  the  spectacle  of  a  few 
thousand  old  bulls  and  cows,  off  and  from  a  rookery  in  August, 
idly  rolling  over,  side  by  side,  rubbing  and  scratching  with 
the  fore  and  hind  flippers,  which  are  here  and  there  stuck  up 
out  of  the  water  like  lateen-sails,  or  ''cat-o'-nine  tails,"  in  either 
case,  as  it  may  be. 

When  the  *•  hoUuschukie"  are  up  on  land  they  can  be  readily 
separated  into  two  classes  by  the  color  of  their  coats  and  size, 
viz,  the  yearlings,  and  the  two,  three,  four,  and  Ave  year  old 
bulls. 

The  first  class  is  dressed  just  as  they  were  after  they  shed 
their  pup-coats  and  took  on  the  second  the  previous  year,  in 
September  and  October,  and  now,  as  they  come  out  in  the 
spring  and  summer,  the  males  and  females  cannot  be  distin- 
guished apart,  either  by  color  or  size;  both  yearling  sexes 
having  the  same  gray  backs  and  white  bellies,  and  are  the 
same  in  behavior,  action,  weight,  and  shape. 

About  the  15th  and  20th  of  August  they  begin  to  grow 
'*  stagey,"  or  shed,  in  common  with  all  the  other  classes,  the 
pups  excepted.  The  over-hair  requires  about  six  weeks  from 
the  commencement  of  the  dropping  or  falling  out  of  the  old 
to  its  full  renewal. 

The  pelage,  or  fur,  which  is  concealed  externally  by  the  hair, 
is  also  shed,  and  renewed  slowly  in  the  same  manner ;  but, 
being  so  much  finer  than  the  hair,  it  is  not  so  apparent.  It  was 
to  me  a  great  surprise  to  ^'  learn,"  from  a  man  who  has  been 
heading  a  seal-killing  party  on  these  islands  during  the  past 
three  years,  and  the  Government  agent  in  charge  of  these  in- 
terests, that  the  seal  never  shed  its  fur;  that  the  over-hair  only 
was  cast  off  and  replaced.  To  prove  that  it  does,  however,  is  a 
very  simple  matter,  and  does  not  require  the  aid  of  a  micro- 
scope. For  example,  take  up  a  prime  spring  or  fall  skin,  after 
every  single  over-hair  on  it  has  been  plucked  out,  and  you  will 
have  difQculty.  either  to  so  blow  upon  the  thick,  fine  fur,  or 
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to  part  it  with  tlie  fingers,  as  to  show  the  hide  from  which  it 
has  grown ;  then  take  a  ^^  stagey"  skin,  by  the  end  of  Aagnst 
and  early  in  September,  when  all  the  over-hair  ispresentj  about 
one-third  to  one-half  grown^  and  the  first  poff  you  expend  npon 
it  easily  shows  the  hide  below,  sometimes  quite  a  broad  welt. 
This  under-fur,  or  pelage,  is  so  fine  and  delicate,  and  so  much 
concealed  and  shaded  by  the  course  over-hair,  that  a  careless 
eye  may  be  pardoned  for  any  such  blunder,  but  only  a  very 
casnal  observer  could  make  it. 

The  yearling  cows  retain  the  colors  of  the  old  coat  in  the  new, 
and  from  this  time  on  shed,  year  after  year,  just  so,  for  the 
young  and  the  old  cows  look  alike,  as  far  as  color  goes,  when 
they  haul  up  on  the  rookeries  in  the  summer. 

The  yearling  males,  however,  make  a  radical  change,  coming 
out  from  their  <'  stagiuess"  in  a  uniform  dark-gray  and  gray- 
black  mixed  and  lighter,  and  dark  ocher,  on  the  under  and  up- 
per parts,  respectively.  This  coat,  next  year,  when  they  come 
up  on  the  hauling-grounds,  is  very  dark,  and  is  so  for  the  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  years,  when,  after  this,  they  begin  to  grow 
more  gray  and  brown,  year  by  year,  with  rufousocher  and 
whitish-gray  tipped  over-hair  on  the  shoulders.  Some  of  the 
very  old  bulls  become  changed  to  uniform  dull  grayish-ocher 
all  ovep . 

The  female  does  not  get  her  full  growth  and  weight  until  the 
end  of  her  fourth  year,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  but  does  the 
most  of  her  growing  in  the  first  two. 

The  male  does  not  get  his  full  growth  and  weight  until  the 
close  of  his  seventh  year,  but  realizes  most  of  it  by  th^  end  of 
the  fifth,  osteologically,  and  from  this  it  may  be,  perhaps,  truly 
inferred  that  the  bulls  live  to  an  average  age  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  years,  if  undisturbed  in  a  uorn^al  condition,  and  that  the 
cows  attain  ten  or  twelve  under  the  same  circumstances.  Their 
respective  weights,  when  fully  mature  and  fat  in  the  spring, 
will,  I  think,  strike  an  average  of  four  to  five  hundred  pounds 
for  the  male  and  from  seventy  to  eighty  for  the  female. 

From  the  fact  that  all  the  young  seals  do  not  change  much  in 
weight,  from  the  time  of  their  first  coming  out  in  the  spring 
till  that  of  their  leaving  in  the  fall  and  early  winter,  I  feel  safe 
in  saying,  since  they,  too,  are  constantly  changing  from  land  to 
water  and  from  water  to  land,  that  they  feed  at  irregular  but 
not  long  intervals  during  the  time  they  are  here  under  observa- 
tion. I  do  not  think  the  young  males  fast  longer  than  a  week 
or  ten  days  at  a  time,  as  a  class. 
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The  leave  evidences  of  their  being  on  these  great  repro- 
ductive fields,  chiefly  on  the  rookeries,  such  as  hundreds  of 
the  dead  carcasses  of  those  of  them  that  have  been  infirm,  sick, 
killed,  or  which  have  crawled  off  to  die  from  death-wounds  re- 
ceived in  some  struggle  for  a  harem  j  and  over  these  decaying, 
putrid  bodies,  the  living,  old  and  young,  clamber  and  patter, 
and  by  this  constant  stirring  up  of  putrescent  matter  give  rise 
to  an  exceedingly  disagreeable  and  far-reaching  "  funk,"  which 
has  been,  by  all  the  writers  who  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  re- 
ferred to  as  the  smell  which  these  animals  have  in  rutting.  If 
these  creatures  have  any  such  odor  peculiar  to  them  when  in 
this  condition,  I  will  frankly  confess  that  I  am  unable  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  fumes  which  are  constantly  being  stirred 
up  and  rising  out  from  these  decaying  carcasses  of  old  seals 
and  the  many  pups  which  have  been  killed  accidentally  by  the 
old  bulls  while  fighting  with  and  charging  back  and  forth 
against  one  another. 

They,  however,  have  a  peculiar  smell  when  they  are  driven 
and  get  heated ;  their  steaming  breath-exhalations  possess  a 
disagreeable,  faint,  sickly  tone,  but  it  can  by  no  means  be  con- 
founded with  what  is  universally  understood  to  be  the  rutting- 
odor  among  animals.  The  finger  rubbed  on  a  little  fur-seal 
blubber  will  smell  very  much  like  that  which  is  appreciated  in 
their  breath  coming  from  them  when  driven,  only  stronger. 
Both  the  young  and  old  fur-seals  have  this  same^breath-smell 
at  all  seasons. 

By  the  end  of  October  and  the  10th  of  November  the  great 
mass  of  the  "hoUuschukie'^have  taken  their  departure;  the 
few  that  remain  from  now  until  as  late  as  the  snow  and  ice  will 
permit  them  to  do,  in  and  after  December,  are  all  down  by  the 
water's  edge,  and  hauled  up  almost  entirely  on  the  rocky 
beaches  only,  deserting  the  sand.  The  first  snow  falling  makes 
them  uneasy,  as  also  does  rain-fall.  I  have  seen  a  large  haul- 
ingground  entirely  deserted  after  a  rainy  day  and  night  by  its 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  occupants.  The  falling  drops  spat- 
ter ftnd  beat  the  sand  into  their  eyes,  fur,  &c.,  I  presume,  and 
in  this  way  make  it  uncomfortable  for  them. 

The  weather  in  which  the  fur-seal  delights  is  cool,  moist, 
foggy,  and  thick  enough  to  keep  the  sun  always  obscured  so  as 
to  cast  no  shadows.  Such  weather,  continued  for  a  few  weeks 
in  June  and  July,  brings  them  up  from  the  sea  by  millions ; 
but,  as  I  have  before  said,  a  little  sunlight  and  the  temperature 
as  high  as  50°  to  65o,  will  send  them  back  from  the  haulinc:-^^!^ 
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grounds  almost  as  quickly  as  they  came.  These  sunny,  warm 
days  are,  however,  on  Saint  Paul's  Isliand,  very  rare  indeed, 
and  so  the  seals  can  have  but  little  ground  of  complaint,  if  we 
may  presume  that  they  have  any  at  all. 

I  saw  but  three  albino  pups  among  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
on  Saint  Paul's  and  none  on  Saint  George.  They  did  not  differ 
in  any  respect  from  the  other  (normal)  pups  in  size  and  shape. 
Their  hair,  in  the  first  coat,  was,  all  over,  a  dull  ocher ;  the  flip- 
pers and  muzzle  were  a  flesh-tone,  and  the  iris  of  the  eye  sky- 
blue.  The'  second  coat  gives  them  a  dirty  yellowish- white 
color,  but  it  makes  them  exceedingly  conspicuous  when  in  among 
the  black  pups,  gray  yearlings,  and  '» holluschukie." 

I  have  also  never  seen  any  malformations  or  "monsters" 
among  the  pups  and  other  classes  of  the  fur-seal  f  nor  have  the 
natives  recorded  anything  of  the  kind,  so  far  as  I  could  ascer- 
tain from  them. 

Another  curious  fact  may  be  recorded,  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  animals  which  have  received  wounds  in  combat, 
no  sick  or  dying  seals  are  seen  upon  the  islands.  Out  of  the 
great  numbers,  thousands  upon  thousands  of  seals  that  must 
die  every  year  from  old  age  alone,  not  one  have  I  ever  seen 
here.    They  evidently  give  up  their  lives  at  sea. 

Table  shotoing  the  weighty  sige,  and  growth  of  the  fursealf  (CaUorhinus  vrnaM,) 
from  the  pup  to  the  adultj  male  and  female, 

[The  weights  and  measurements  were  taken  by  Mr.  Samnel  Falconer  and  the  writer  on  tbe 
killing-grounds  at  Saint  George's  Island,  in  1873.] 


Age. 

Length. 

Girth. 

Gross 

weight  of 

body. 

Weight 
of  skin. 

Remarks. 

Inchet. 

Znefut, 

Pmmds. 

Pounds. 

One  week 

12  to  14 

10  to  10^ 

6to     7k 

H 

A  male*  and  female,  beine 
the  only  one  of  this  claai 
handlei. 

Six  months 

S4 

25 

39 

3 

A  mean  of  ten  examples, 
males  and  females  alike  is 

size. 

One  year. 

38 

25 

39 

n 

A  mean  of  six  examples, 
moles  and  females  alike  in 

size. 

Two  years 

45 

30 

58 

5J 

A  mean  of  thirty  examnles, 
ail  males,  July  24, 1^ 

Three  years 

58 

36 

87 

7 

A  mean  of  thirty-twoexsai' 
plee,  all  males*  July  94, 
1673. 

Four  years 

58 

42 

135 

12 

A  mean  of  ten  examplei^  all 
males,  Joly  M,  1873. 

Fiye  years 

65 

52 

900 

16 

A  mean  of  five  examples,  all 

males,  July  24. 1871 
A  mean  of  £nree  ezafflplesi 

Six  yean 

72 

64 

280 

25 

Eight  to  twenty 

75  to  80 

70  to  75 

400  to  500 

45  to  50 

An  estimate  onlv,  calenlat- 

years. 

ing  on  their  weight  whca 
fat,  and  early  in  the  ses^ 

son. 
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The  females,  adults,  will  correspond  with  the  three-year-old 
males  in  the  above  table,  the  younger  cows  weighing  frequently 
only  75  pounds,  and  many  of  the  older  ones  going  as  high  as 
120,  but  an  average  of  80  to  85  pounds  is  the  rule. 

The  five  and  six  year  old  males,  when  they  first  make  their 
appearance  in  May  and  June,  are  very  much  heavier  than  at 
the  time  I  weighed  them  in  July ;  they  are  then,  perhaps,  when 
fat  and  fresh,  fully  one-third  heavier  than  the  exhibit  on  the 
table,  but  the  cows  and  other  classes  do  not  sustain  protracted 
fasts,  and  do  not  vary  much  through  the  season.    ,. 
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THE    SEA-LION,   (EUMETOPIAS    STELLEBI,)   "SEEVITCHIE"  OP 
THE  BUSSIANS. 

This  animal,  altbongh  much  below  the  fur-seal  with  reference 
to  intelligence  and  physical  organization,  ranks  next  in  natural 
order,  and  can,  as  well  as  its  more  sagacious  and  Talnable  rela- 
tive, be  seen  to  better  advantage  on  these  islands  than  else- 
where, perhaps,  in  the  world. 

By  looking  at  the  plate,  a  glance  will  show  at  once  the 
marked  difference  between  this  animal  and  the  Callorhinus,  It 
has  a  really  leonine  appearance  and  bearing,  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  rich,  golden-rufous  of  its  coat,  ferocity  of  expression, 
and  bull-dog-like  muzzle  and  cast  of  eye,  not  round  and  fall, 
but  showing  the  white,  or  sclerotic  coat,  with  a  light,  bright- 
brown  iris. 

Although  provided  with  flippers  to  all  external  view  as  the 
fur-seal,  he  cannot,  however,  make  use  of  them  in  the  same 
free  manner.  While  the  fur-seal  can  be  driven  five  or  six  miles 
in  twenty-four  hours,  the  sea-lion  can  barely  go  two,  the  con-, 
ditions  of  weather  and  roadway  being  the  same.  The  sea-lions 
balance  and  swing  their  long,  heavy  necks  to  and  fro,  with  every 
hitch  up  behind  of  their  posteriors,  which  they  seldom  raise  from 
the  ground,  drawing  them  up  after  the  fore  feet  with  a  slide 
over  the  grass  or  sand,  rocks,  &c.,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
pausing  frequently  to  take  a  sullen  and  ferocious  survey  of  the 
field  and  the  drivers. 

The  sea-lion  bull  of  Bering  Sea,  when  full-grown  and  in 
good  condition,  will  measure  off  in  length  11  to  12.5  feet  from 
nose  to  tip  of  tail,  (which  is  seldom  over  3  or  4  inches  long,) 
and  girth  10.  Unfortunately,  I  was  not  able  to  weigh  one  of 
these  big  bulls,  and  can,  therefore,  only  estimate  this  weight 
at  a  thousand  pounds,  while,  perhaps,  some  of  the  largest  and 
finest  old  fellows  will  touch  twelve  to  thirteen  hundred ;  but  I 
doubt  it. 

The  sea-lion  is  polygamous,  but  does  not  maintain  any  snch 
regular  system  and  method  in  preparing  for  and  attention  to 
its  harem  like  that  so  finely  illustrated  on  the  breeding-grounds 
of  the  fur-seal.  It  is  not  numerous,  comparatively  speaking, 
and  does  not  ^^haul"  more  than  a  few  rods  back  fh)m  the  sea. 
It  cannot  be  visited  and  inspected  by  man,  being  so  shy  and 
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wary  that  on  the  slightest  approach  a  stampede  into  the  water 
is  the  certain  resnit.  The  males  come  out  and  locate  on  the 
narrow  belts  of  rookery-ground,  preferred  and  selected  by 
them;  the  cows  make  their  appearance  three  or  four  weeks 
after  them,  (1st  to  6th  June,)  and  are  not  subjected  to  that  in- 
tense jealous  sui)ervision  so  characteristic  of  the  fur-seal  harem. 
The  bulls  fight  savagely  among  themselves,  and  turn  off  from 
the  breeding-ground  all  the  younger  and  weak  males. 

The  cow  sea-lion  is  not  quite  half  the  size  of  the  male,  and 
will  measure  from  8  to  9  feet  in  length,  with  a  w^ght  of  four 
and  five  hundred  pounds.  She  has  the  same  general  cast  of 
countenance  and  build  of  the  bull,  but  as  she  does  not  sustain 
any  fasting  period  of  over  a  week  or  ten  days,  she  never  comes 
out  so  grossly  fat  as  the  male  or  "see-catch." 

The  sea-lion  rookery  will  be  found  to  consist  of  about  ten  to 
fifteen  cows  to  the  bull.  The  cow  seems  at  all  times  to  have 
the  utmost  freedom  in  moving  from  place  to  place,  and  to  start 
with  its  young,  picked  up  sometimes  by  the  nape,  into  the 
water,  and  play  together  for  spells  in  the  surf- wash,  a  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  mother  never  made  by  the  fur-seal, 
and  showing,  in  this  respect,  much  more  attention  to  its  off- 
spring. 

They  are  divided  up  into  classes,  which  sustain,  in  a  general 
manner,  but  very  imperfectly,  nearly  the  same  relation  one  to 
the  other  as' do  those  of  the  fur-seal,  of  which  I  have  already 
spoken  at  length  and  in  detail ;  but  they  cannot  be  approached, 
inspected,  and  managed  like  the  other,  by  reason  of  their  wild 
and  timid  nature.  They  visit  the  islands  in  numbers  compara- 
tively small,  (I  can  only  estimate,)  not  over  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  thousand  on  Saint  Paul's  and  contiguous  islets,  and  not  more 
than  seven  or  eight  thousand  at  Saint  George.  On  Saint  Paul's 
Island  they  occupy  a  small  portion  of  the  breeding-ground  at 
Northeast  Point,  in  common  with  the  Callorhinus^  always  close 
to  the  water,  and  taking  to  it  at  the  slightest  disturbance  or 
alarm. 

The  sea-lion  rookery  on  Saint  George's  Island  is  the  best 
place  upon  the  Seal  Islands  for  close  observation  of  these  ani- 
mals, and  the  following  note  was  made  upon  the  occasion  of 
one  of  my  visits,  (June  15, 1873 :) 

''At  the  base  of  cliffs,  over  400  feet  in  height,  on  the  east 
shore  of  the  island,  on  a  beach  50  or  60  feet  in  width  at  low 
water,  and  not  over  30  or  40  at  flood-tide,  lies  the  only  sea-lion 
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rookery  on  Saiut  George's  Island — ^some  three  or  foar  thousand 
<K)ws  and  bulls.  The  entire  circuit  of  this  rookery- belt  was 
passed  over  by  us,  the  big,  timorous  bulls  rushing  off  into  the 
water  as  quickly  as  the  cows,  all  leaving  their  young.  Many 
of  the  females,  perhaps  half  of  them,  had  only  just  given  birth 
to  their  young.  These  pups  will  weigh  at  least  twenty  to  twen- 
ty-five pounds  on  an  average  when  born,  are  of  a  dark,  choca- 
late-brown,  with  the  eye  as  large  as  the  adult,  only  being  a  suf- 
fused, watery,  gray-blue,  where  the  sclerotic  coat  is  well  and 
sharply  de^ed  in  its  maturity.  They  are  about  2  feet  in  length, 
some  longer  and  some  smaller.  As  all  the  pups  seen  to-day 
were  very  young,  some  at  this  instant  only  born,  they  were  dull 
and.  apathetic,  not  seeming  to  notice  us  much.  There  are,  I 
should  say,  about  one-sixth  of  the  sea-lions  in  Bumber  on  this 
island,  when  compared  with  Saint  PauPs.  As  these  animals 
lie  here  under  the  cliffs,  they  cannot  be  approached  and  driven; 
but  should  they  haul  a  few  hundred  rods  up  to  the  south,  then 
they  can  be  easily  captured.  They  have  hauled  in  this  manner 
always  until  disturbed  in  1868,  and  will  undoubtedly  do  so 
again  if  not  molested. 

<'  These  sea-lions,  when  they  took  to  the  water,  swam  out  to 
a  distance  of  fifty  yards  or  so,  and  huddled  all  up  together  in 
two  or  three  packs  or  squads  of  about  five  hundred  each,  hold- 
ing their  heads  and  necks  up  high  out  of  water,  all  roaring  in 
conc^t  and  incessantly,  making  such  a  deafening  noise  that 
we  could  scarcely  hear  ourselves  in  conversation  at  a  distance 
from  them  of  over  a  hundred  yards.  This  roaring  of  sea-lions, 
thus  disturbed,  can  only  be  compared  to  the  hoarse  sound  of  a 
tempest  as  it  howls  through  the  rigging  of  a  ship,  or  the  play- 
ing of  a  living  gale  ui)on  the  bare  branches,  limbs,  and  trunks 
of  a  forest-grove."  They  commenced  to  return  as  soon  as  we 
left  the  ground. 

The  voice  of  the  sealion  is  a  deep,  grand  roar,  and  does  not 
have  the  flexibility  of  the  CaHorhinus^  being  confined  to  a  low, 
muttering  growl  or  this  bass  roar.  The  pups  are  very  playful, 
but  are  almost  always  silent.  When  they  do  utter  sound,  it  is 
a  sharp,  short,  querulous  growling. 

THE  DUrVE  OF  THE  SEA-LIONS  ON  SAINT  PAUL'S  ISLAND.         ^ 

The  natives  have  a  very  high  appreciation  of  the  sea-lion,  o^ 
^ee-vitchie,  as  they  call  it,  and  base  this  regard  upon  the  supo- 
rior  quality  of  the  flesh,  fat,  and  hide,  (for  making  covers  for 
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iheir  skin  boats,  bidarJcies  and  bidarrahs^)  sinews,  intestines  ' 

As  I  have  before  said,  the  sea-lion  seldom  hauls  back  far 
from  the  water,  generally  very  close  to  the  sarf-margin,  and  in 
this  position  it  becomes  quite  a  difficult  task  for  the  natives  to 
approach  and  get  in  between  it  and  the  sea  unobserved,  for, 
unless  this  silent  approach  is  made,  the  beast  will  at  once  take 
the  alarm  and  bolt  into  the  water. 

By  reference  to  my  map  of  Saint  Paul's,  a  small  point,  near 
the  bead  of  the  northeast  neck  of  the  island,  -^ill  be  seen, 
upon  which  quite  a  large  number  of  sealions  are  always  to  be 
found,  as  it  is  never  disturbed  except  on  the  occasion  of  this  an- 
nual driving.  The  natives  step  down  on  to  the  beach,  in  the  little 
bight  just  above  it,  and  begin  to  crawl  on  all  fours  flat  on  the 
sand  down  to  the  eud  of  the  neck  and  in  between  the  dozing  sea- 
lion  herd  and  the  water,  always  selecting  a  semi-bright  moonlight 
night.  If  the  wind  is  favorable,  and  none  of  the  men  meet  with 
an  accident,  the  natives  will  almost  always  succeed  in  reach- 
ing the  point  unobserved,  when,  at  a  given  signal,  they  all  jump 
up  on  their  feet  at  once,  yell,  brandish  their  arms,  and  give  a 
sudden  start,  or  alarm,  to  the  herd  above  them,  for,  just  as  the 
sea-lions  move,  upon  the  first  impulse  of  surprise,  so  they  keep 
on.  For  instance,  if  the  animals  on  starting  up  are  sleeping 
with  their  heads  pointed  in  the  direction  of  the  water,  they 
keep  straight  on  toward  it;  but  if  they  jump  up  looking  over 
ihe  landf  they  follow  that  course  just  as  desperately,  and  noth- 
ing turns  them,  at  first,  either  one  way  or  the  other.  Those 
that  go  for  the  water  are,  of  course,  lost,  but  the  natives  follow 
the  landleaders  and  keep  urging  them  on,  and  soon  have  them 
in  their  control,  driving  them  ba-ck  into  a  small  pen,  which  they 
extemporize  by  means  of  little  stakes,  with  flags,  set  around  a 
circuit  of  a  few  hundred  square  feet|  and  where  they  keep  them 
until  three  or  four  hundred,  at  least,  are  captured,  before  they 
commence  their  drive  of  ten  miles  overland  down  south  to  the 
village. 

The  natives,  latterly,  in  getting  this  annual  herd  of  sea-lions, 
have  postponed  it  until  late  in  the  fall,  and  when  the  animals 
are  scant  in  number  and  the  old  bulls  poor.  This  they  were 
obliged  to  do,  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  their  sealiug-busi- 
ness  in  the  spring,  and  the  warmth  of  the  season  in  August  and 
September,  which  makes  the  driving  very  tedious.  In  this  way 
I  have  not  been  permitted  to  behold  the  best-conditioned 
driven,  i,  c,  those  in  which  a  majority  of  the  Iierd  is  made  up. 
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of  fine,  enormously  fat,  and  heavy  balls,  some  foar  or  five  hun- 
dred in  number. 

The  natives  are  compelled  to  go  to  the  northeast  point  of  the 
island  for  these  animals,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  only  place  with 
natural  advantages  where  they  can  be  approached  for  the  pur- 
pose of  capturing  alive.  Here  they  congregate  in  greatest 
number,  although  they  can  be  found,  two  or  three  thousand  of 
them,  on  the  southwest  point,  and  as  many  more  on  *^See- 
vitchie  Cammin''  and  Otter  Island. 

Capturing  the  sea-lion  drive  is  really  the  only  serious  busi- 
ness these  people  on  the  islands  have,  and  when  they  set  out  for 
the  task  the  picked  men  only  leave  the  village.  At  Northeast 
Point  they  have  a  barrabkie,  in  which  they  sleep  and  eat  while 
gathering  the  drove,  the  time  of  getting  which  depends  upon 
the  weather,  wind,  &c.  As  the  squads  are  captured,  night  after 
night,  they  are  driven  up  close  by  the  barrabkie,  where  the 
natives  mount  constant  guard  over  them,  until  several  hundred 
animals  shall  have  been  secured,  and  all  is  ready  for  the  drive 
down  overland  to  the  village. 

The  drove  is  started  and  conducted  in  the  same  general  man- 
ner as  that  which  I  have  detailed  in  speaking  of  the  fur-seal, 
only  the  sea-lion  soon  becomes  very  sullen  and  unwilling  to 
move,  requiring  spells  of  frequent  rest.  It  cannot  pick  itself 
up  from  the  ground  and  shamble  off  on  a  loping  gallop  for  a  few 
hundred  yards,  like  the  CallorMnua^  and  is  not  near  so  free  and 
agile  in  its  movements  on  land,  or  in  the  water  for  that  matter, 
for  I  have  never  seen  the  Uumetopias  leap  from  the  water  like 
a  dolphin,  or  indulge  in  the  thousand  and  one  submarine  acro- 
batic displays  made  constantly  by  the  fur-seal. 

This  ground,  over  which  the  sea-lions  are  driven,  is  mostly  a 
rolling  level,  thickly  grassed  and  mossed  over,  with  here  and 
there  a  fresh-water  pond  into  whidh  the  animals  plunge  with 
great  apparent  satisfaction,  seeming  to  cool  themselves,  and 
out  of  which  the  natives  have  no  trouble  in  driving  them.  The 
distance  between  the  sea-lion  pen  at  Northeast  Point  and  the 
village  is  about  ten  miles,  as  the  sea-lions  are  driven,  and  occu- 
pies over  five  or  six  days  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, such  as  wet,  cold  weather ;  and  when  a  little  warmer, 
or  as  in  July  or  August,  a  few  seasons  ago,  they  were  some 
three  weeks  coming  down  with  a  drove,  and  even  then  left  a 
hundred  or  so  along  on  the  road. 

After  the  drove  has  been  brought  into  the  village  on  the  kill- 
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iug-groands,  the  natives  shoot  down  the  bulls  aud  then  sur- 
round and  huddle  up  the  cows,  spearing  them  just  behind  the 
fore-flippers.  The  killing  of  the  sea-lions  is  quite  an  exciting 
fipectacle,  a  strange  and  unparalleled  exhibition  of  its  kind  ^ 
aud  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  refer  directly  aud  silently  to  my 
illustrations  of  it.  The  bodies  are  at  once  stripped  of  their 
bides  and  much  of  the  flesh,  sinews,  intestines,  (with  which  the 
native  water-proof  coats,  &c.,  are  made,)  in  conjunction  with 
the  throat-linings,  {cesophagm,)  and  the  skin  of  the  flippers,  which 
is  exceedingly  tough  aud  elastic,  and  used  for  soles  to  their 
boots  or  *^  tarbosars.^ 

As  the  sea-lion  is  without  fur,  the  skin  has  little  or  no  com- 
mercial value ;  the  hair  is  short,  and  longest  over  the  nape  of 
the  neck,  straight,  and  somewhat  coarse,  varying  in  color  greatly 
as  the  seasons  come  and  go.   For  instance,  when  the  Eumetopias 
makes  his  first  appearance  in  the  spring,  and  dries  out  upon 
the  land,  he  has  a  light-brownish,  rufous  tint,  darker  shades 
back  and  under  the  fore  flippers  and  on  the  abdomen ;  by  the 
expiration  of  a  mouth  or  six  week,  15th  June,  he  will  be  a  bright 
golden-rufous  or  ocher,  and  this  is  just  before  shedding,  which 
sets  in  by  the  middle  of  August,  or  a  little  earlier.    After  the 
new  coat  has  fairly  grown,  and  just  before  he  leaves  the  island 
for  the  season,  in  !No vember,  it  will  be  a  light  sepia,  or  vandyke- 
brown,  with  deeper  shades,  almost  dark  upon  the  belly;  the  cows, 
after  shedding,  do  not  color  up  so  dark  as  the  bulls,  but  when 
they  come  back  to  the  laud  next  year  they  are  identically  the 
same  in  color,  so  that  the  eye  in  glancing  over  a  sealion 
rookery  in  June  and  July  cannot  discern  any  noted  dissimilar- 
ity of  coloring  between  the  bulls  and  the  cows;  and  also  the 
youug  males  and  yearlings  appear  in  the  same  golden-brown 
and  ocher,  with  here  and  there  an  animal  spotted  somewhat 
like  a  leopard,  the  yellow,  rufous  grouud  predominating,  with 
patches  of  dark-brown  irregularly  interspersed.    1  have  never 
seen  any  of  the  old  bulls  or  cows  thus  mottled,  and  think  very 
likely  it  is  due  to  some  irregularity  in  the  younger  animals 
during  the  season  of  shedding,  for  I  have  not  noticed  it  early 
in  the  season,  and  failed  to  observe  it  at  the  close.    Many  of 
the  old  bulls  have  a  grizzled  or  slightly  brindled  look  during 
the  shedding-period,  or,  that  is,  from  the  10th  August  up  to  the 
10th  or  20th  of  November;  the  pups,  when  born,  are  of  a  rich, 
dark  chestnut-brown;   this  coat  they  shed  in  October,  and 
take  one  much  lighter,  but  still  darker  than  their  parents', 
but  not  a  great  deal. 
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Altboagh,  as  I  have  already  indicateil,  the  sea-lion,  in  it» 
habit  and  disposition,  approximates  the  far-seal,  yet  in  no 
respect  does  it  maintain  and  enforce  the  system  and  regu- 
larity found  on  the  breeding-grounds  of  the  Collarkinus.  The 
time  of  arrival  at,  stay  on,  and  departure  Irom  the  island  is 
about  the  same;  but  if  the  winter  is  an  open,  mild  one,  the  sea- 
lion  will  be  seen  frequently  all  through  it,  and  the  natives 
occasionally  shoot  them  around  the  island  long  after  the  far- 
seals  have  entirely  disappeared  for  the  year.  It  also  does  not 
confine  its  landing  to  these  Prybilov  Islands  alone,  as  the  far- 
seal  unquestionably  does,  with  reference  to  our  continent ;  for 
it  has  been  and  is  often  shot  upon  the  Aleutian  Islands  and 
many  rocky  islets  of  the  northwest  coast. 

The  sea-lion  in  no  respect  whatever  manifests  the  intelligence 
and  sagacity  exhibited  by  the  fur-seal,  and  must  be  rated  far 
below,  although  next,  in  natural  order.  I  have  no  hesitaticn^ 
In  putting  this  Eumetopias  of  the  Prybilov  Islands,  apart  from 
the  sea-lion  common  at  San  Francisco  and  Santa  Barbara,  as  a 
distinct  animal  ]  and  I  call  attention  to  the  excellent  descrip- 
tion of  the  California  sea-lion,  made  public  in  the  April  num- 
ber for  1872  of  the  Overland  Monthly,  by  Capt.  0.  M.  Scammon,. 
in  which  the  distinguishing  characters,  externally,  of  this  animal 
are  well  defined,  and  by  which  the  difference  between  the 
JEiimetopids  of  Bering  Sea  and  that  of  the  coast  of  California 
can  at  once  be  seen ;  and  also  I  notice  one  more  point  in  which 
the  dissimilarity  is  marked — the  northern  sea-lion  never  bark» 
or  howls  like  tbe  animal  at  the  Farralones  or  Santa  Barbara. 
Young  and  old,  both  sexes,  from  one  year  and  upward,  have 
only  a  deep  bass  growl^  and  prolonged^  steady  roar  ;  while  at  SaD 
Francisco  sea-lions  break  out  incessantly  with  a  *'  honking^ 
bark  or  howl,  and  never  roar. 

I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  all  the  sea-lions  met 
with  on  the  Californian  coast  are  different  from  J5.  stelleri  of 
Bering  Sea.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  stragglers  from  the  north 
are  down  on  the  Farralones,  but  they  are  not  migrating  back 
and  forth  every  season }  and  I  am  furthermore  certain  that  not 
a  single  animal  of  the  species  most  common  at  San  Francisco 
was  present  among  those  breeding  on  the  Prybilov  Islands  in 
1872-73. 

According  to  the  natives  of  Saint  George,  some  fifty  or  sixty 
years  ago  the  JEumetopias  held  almost  exclusive  possession  of 
the  island,  being  there  in  great  numbers,  some  two  or  three 
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hundred  thousaDd ;  and  that,  as  the  far-seals  were  barely  per- 
mitted to  land  by  these  animals,  and  in  no  great  number,  the 
Eussiaus  directed  them  (the  natives)  to  hunt  and  worry  the 
sea-lions  off  from  the  island,  and  the  result  was  that  as  the  sea- 
lions  left,  the  fur-seals  came,  so  that  to-day  they  occupy  nearly 
the  same  ground  covered  by  the  Eumeiopim  alone  sixty  years 
ago.  This  statement  is,  or  seems  to  be,  corroborated  by  CboriSy 
in  his  description  of  the  lies  S.-6eorge's  et  S.-Paul's,  visited 
by  him  fifty  years  ago;*  but  the  account  given  by  Bishop 
Yeniaminov^t  and  placed  in  the  Appendix,  differs  entirely  from 
the  above,  for  by  it  almost  as  many  fur-seals  were  taken  on 
Saint  George,  during  the  first  years  of  occupation,  as  on  Saint 
Paul,  and  never  have  been  less  than  one-sixth  of  the  number 
on  the  larger  island.  For  this  the  natives  claim  to  have,  on 
the  one  hand,  proof  as  to  the  truth  of  their  statement,  and 
Father  Yeniaminov,  on  the  other,  publishes  upon  the  credit  of 
reliable  lists  and  manuscripts  in  his  possession  at  the  time  of 
writing.  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  that  the  island  of 
Saint  George  never  was  resorted  to  in  any  great  numbers  by 
the  fur-seal,  and  that  the  sea-lion  was  the  dominant  animal 
there  until  disturbed  and  driven  from  its  breeding-grounds  by 
the  people,  who  sought  to  encourage  the  coming  of  its  more 
valuable  relative  by  so  doing,  and  making  room  in  this  way 
for  it. 

The  sea-lion  has  but  little  value  save  to  the  natives,  and  is 
more  prized  on  account  of  its  flesh  and  skin^  by  the  people  liv- 
ing upon  the  islands  and  similar  positions,  than  it  would  be 
elsewhere.  The  matter  of  its  preservation  and  perpetuation 
should  be  left  entirely  to  them,  and  it  will  be  well  looked  after. 
It  is  singular  that  the  fat  of  thp  sea-lion  should  be  so  different 
in  characters  of  taste  and  smell  from  that  of  the  fur-seal,  be- 
ing free  from  any  taint  of  disagreeable  flavor  or  odor,  while 
the  blubber  of  the  latter,  although  so  closely  related,  is  most 
repugnant.  The  flesh  of  the  sea-lion  cub  is  tender,  juicy,  light- 
colored,  and  slightly  like  veal  ]  in  my  opinion,  quite  good.  As 
the  animal  grows  older,  the  meat  is  dry,  tough,  and  without 
flavor. 

*  Voyage  Pittoresque  autour  du  Monde. 

t  Zapeeskie  ob  Ostrovah  Oonahlashkeaskaho  Otdayla,  St.  Petenbargi  I&IO. 
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THE  WALRUS  OF  BEKING  SEA,   (ROSMAKUS  ARCTICUS.) 

I  write  "  tbe  walrus  of  Bering  Sea,^  becaase  this  animal  is 
quite  distinct  from  tbe  walrus  of  the  North  Atlantic  and 
Greenland,  differing  from  it  specifically  in  a  very  striking  man- 
ner, by  its  greater  size  and  semi-hairless  skin. 

Tbese  clumsy  beasts  are,  at  the  present  time,  only  to  be  seen 
on  Walrus  Island,  being  so  shy  and  timid  that  they  have  de- 
serted the  other  islands  as  they  were  populated  by  man.  In 
early  days,  or  when  the  Bussians  first  took  possession,  a  great 
many  walruses  were  found  at  Northeast  Point  and  along  the 
south  shore  of  Saint  Paul's  Island,  but  with  the  landing  of  the 
traders  and  sea-hunters  the  walrus  abruptly  took  its  departure, 
and  VVabrus  Island  alone  is  now  frequented  by  it,  being  isolated 
and  seldom  visited  during  the  year  by  the  natives. 

It  is  of  small  commercial  importance ;  the  ivory  is  of  poor 
quality,  mostly  porous,  pithy,  and  yellow,  while  tbe  oil  is  of  a 
low  grade,  and  the  hide  is  quite  valueless.  But  it  is  the  main 
support  of  the  Esquimaux  far  to  the  north,  where  it  breeds 
upon  the  ice,  the  females  never  coming  down  to  tbe  Prybilov 
Group ;— only  males  are  to  be  seen  on  Walrus  Island. 

On  this  little  island  I  have  enjoyed  a  fine  opportunity  of 
studying  and  painting  these  uncouth  animals  from  life,  beiog 
able  to  easily  appioach  to  within  a  slight  distance  from  the 
flanks  of  a  herd  of  over  five  hundred  walrus-bulls,  which  lay 
closely  packed  upon  a  low  series  of  basaltic  tables,  elevated  bat 
little  from  the  surf-wash.  I  sat  upon  a  small  rocky  ledge  only 
a  few  feet  above  and  from  four  or  five  heavy  bulls,  being,  how- 
ever, on  the  leeward  side. 

I  was  surprised  to  observe  the  raw,  naked  appearance  of  the 
hide,  a  skin  covered  with  a  multitude  of  pustular-looking  warts 
and  pimples,  without  hair  or  fur,  deeply  wrinkled  with  dark 
red  venous  lines,  showing  out  in  bold  contrast  through  the 
thick,  yellowish-brown  cuticle,  which  seemed  to  be  scaling  off 
in  places,  as  if  with  leprosy.  They  struck  my  eye  at  first  in  a 
most  unpleasant  manner,  for  they  looked  like  bloated,  mortify- 
ing, shapeless  masses  of  flesh ;  the  clusters  of  swollen,  warty 
pimples,  of  a  yellow  parboiled  flesh-color,  over  the  shoulders 
and  around  tbe  neck  suggested  unwholesomeness  forcibly. 

This  walrus  is  sluggish  and  clumsy  in  the  water,  and  is  almost 
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helpless  on  the  rocks  out  of  it,  and  can  no  more  move  on  land, 
like  even  the  lowest  of  the  seals,  Phoca^  than  can  the  hippopot- 
amus run  with  the  antelope;  the  immense  bulk  and  weight 
compared  with  the  size  and  strength  of  its  limbs  renders  it 
quite  impotent  for  terrestrial  movement.  Like  the  seal,  it 
swims  etitirely  under  water  when  traveling,  not  rising,  how- 
ever, quite  so  frequently  to  breathe;  then  it  " blows ^  not  unlike 
a  whale.  On  a  cool,  quiet  morning  in  May,  I  watched  a  herd 
off  the  east  coast  of  the  island,  tracing  its  progress  by  the  tiny 
jets  of  vapor  thrown  off  as  the  animals  rose  to  respire. 

The  adult  male  is  about  12  feet  in  length  from  nostrils 'to  tip 
of  tail  and  has  10  or  12  feet  of  girth,  and  one  bull,  shot  by  the 
natives  on  Walrus  Island,  July  5, 1872,  was  nearly  13  feet  long, 
with  the  enormous  girth  of  14  feet.  The  immense  mass  of 
blubber  on  the  shoulders  and  around  the  neck  makes  the  head 
and  posteriors  look  small  in  proportion  and  attenuated. 

The  strange  flattened  appearance  of  the  head  will  be  better 
understood  by  reference  to  the  plate,  where  the  nostrils,  eyes, 
and  ear-spots  seem  to  be  nearly  placed  on  top  of  the  head,  the 
nasal  apertures  especially  so,  opening  directly  over  the  muzzle, 
oval,  and  about  an  inch  in  their  greatest  diameter. 

The  tusks,  or  canines,  are  set  flnnly  under  the  nostril-aper- 
tures, in  a  deep,  massive,  bony  pocket,  giving  a  broad,  square- 
cut  front  to  the  muzzle.  They  grow  down,  varying  in  size 
and  weight  from  8  or  10  inches  in  length  to  over  2  feet,  and 
from  five  pounds  to  fifteen,  usually  bowed  otit  somewhat  in  the 
middle,  the  ends  approaching  quite  closely.  The  larger  tushes 
have  a  diameter  at  the  heel  of  a  little  more  than  2^  inches, 
tapering  down  to  less  than  half  an  inch  at  the  tip. 

The  upper  lips  are  thick  and  gristly,  full  of  short,  stubbed, 
gray- white  bristles,  from  one-half  to  three  inches  long.  -There 
are  a  few  bristles  set,  also,  on  the  chin  of  the  lower  jaw. 

The  eyes  are  small,  but  prominent,  placed  nearly  on  top  of 
the  head,  protruding  from  their  sockets  like  those  of  the  lob- 
ster. They  are  rolled  about  in  every  direction  when  the  ani- 
mal is  startled.  The  iris  and  pupil  is  less  than  one-fourth  of 
the  exposed  surface;  the  sclerotic  coat  bulges  out  from  the 
lids,  and  is  of  a  dirty,  mottled  coffee-yellow  and  brown,  with 
an  occasional  admixture  of  white ;  the  iris,  light-brown,  with 
dark-brown  rays  and  spots.  The  animal  has  the  power  to  roll 
the  eyes  when  aroused,  seldom  moving  the  head  more  than  to 
elevate  it;  but  the  range  of  sight  out  of  water  is  not  well 
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developed,  at  least,  for,  after  throwing  small  chips  of  rock 
down  npon  the  walrus-bulls  near  me,  causing  only  a  stupid  stare 
and  low  grunts  of  astonishment,  I  rose  gently  and  silently  to 
my  feet,  and  stood  boldly  up  before  them,  not  more  than  ten 
feet  away,  but  I  was  not  noticed ;  had  I,  however,  given  them 
a  little  noise,  or  had  I  been  standing  hundreds  of  yards  away 
from  them,  to  the  windward,  they  would  have  taken  the  alarm 
instantly,  and  tumbled  off  into  the  sea  like  so  many  hustled 
wool-sacks,  for  their  sense  of  smell  is  keen. 

The  ears  of  the  walrus  are  on  the  same  line  at  the  top  of  the 
head  'with  the  nostrils  and  eyes,  the  latter  being  midway 
between.  The  pavilion  is  a  slight  fleshy  wrinkle,  or  fold,  not 
at  all  raised  or  developed,  and  from  what  I  could  see  of  the 
meatus  externus^  it  was  very  narrow  and  small,  but  they  are 
quick  and  sensitive  in  hearing. 

The  head  of  the  walrus  male,  full  grown,  is,  on  an  averaget 
18  inches  long  between  the  nostrils  and  the  post-occipital 
region,  and  weighs  from  sixty  to  eighty  pounds.  I  can  only 
estimate  the  gross-weight  of  a  mature,  well-conditioned  bull  at 
two  thousand  pounds.  The  skin  alone  weighs  from  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  four  hundred  pounds.  It  is  two  and  three 
inches  thick  on  the  shoulders  and  around  the  neck,  and 
nowhere  less  than  half  an  inch  deep. 

It  feeds  exclusively  upon  shellfish  {LamellibranchiatOj  or 
clams,  principally)  and  the  bulbous  roots  of  certain  marine 
grasses  and  plants,  which  grow  in  great  abundance  in  the 
many  broad,  shallow  lagoons  and  bays  of  the  mainland  coast 
I  have  taken  from  the  paunch  of  a  walrus  over  a  bushel  of 
crushed  clams,  shells  and  all,  which  the  animal  had  but  re- 
cently swallowed,  since  digestion  had  scarcely  commenced. 
Many  of  the  clams  in  the  stomach  were  not  even  broken ;  and 
it  is  in  digging  these  shell-fish  that  the  service  rendered  by  the 
enormous  tushes  becomes  evident 

In  landing  and  climbing  over  the  low,  rocky  shelves  at  "  Mor- 
serovia,"  this  animal  is  almost  as  clumsy  and  indolent  as  the 
sloth  'y  they  crowd  up  from  the  water,  one  after  the  other,  in 
the  most  ungainly  manner,  accompanying  their  movements 
with  low  grunts  and  bellowings;  the  first  one  up  from  the  sea  no 
sooner  gets  composed  upon  the  rocks  for  sleep  than  the  second 
one  comes  prodding  and  poking  with  its  blunted  tusks,  demand- 
ing room  also,  and  causing  the  first  to  change  its  position  to 
another  still  farther  off  from  the  water;  and  the  second  is  in 
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tnm  treated  in  tbe  same  way  by  tbe  third,  and  so  on,  until 
hundreds  will  be  packed  together  on  the  shore  as  thickly  as 
they  can  lie,  frequently  pillowing  their  heads  or  posteriors 
upon  the  bodies  of  one  another,  and  not  at  all  quarrelsome ;  as 
they  pass  all  the  time  when.on  land  in  slaggisb  basking  or  deep 
sleep,  they  seem  to  resort  to  a  very  singular  method  of  keeping 
guard,  if  I  may  so  term  it,  for  in  this  herd  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred bulls  under  my  eye,  though  all  were  sleeping,  yet  the 
movement  of  one  would  disturb  the  other,  which  would  raise  its 
head  in  a  stapid  manner,  grunt  once  or  twice,  and  before  lying 
down  to  sleep  again,  in  a  few  moments,  it  would  strike  the 
slambering  form  of  its  nearest  companion  with  its  tusks,  cans* 
ing  that  animal  to  rouse  up  for  a  few  minutes  also,  grunt  and 
pass  the  blow  on  to  the  next  in  the  ^me  manner,  and  so  on, 
through  the  whole  herd;  this  disturbance  among  themselves 
always  kept  some  one  or  two  aroused,  and  consequently  more 
alert  than  the  rest. 

In  moving  on  land  they  have  no  power  in  the  hind  limbs, 
which  are  dragged  and  twitched  up  behind ;  progression  is 
slowly  and  tediously  made  by  a  succession  of  short  steps  forward 
on  the  fore  feet.  How  long  they  remain  out  from  the  water  at 
any  one  time  I  am  unable  to  say.  Unlike  the  seals,  they  breathe 
heavily  and  snore. 

The  natives  told  me  that  the  walrus  of  Bering  Sea  is 
monogamous,  and  that  the  difference  between  the  sexes  in  size, 
color,  and  shape  is  inconsiderable ;  that  the  female  brings  forth 
her  young,  a  single  calf,  in  June,  usually  on  the  ice-floes  in  the 
Arctic  Ocean,  above  Bering  Straits;  that  tbe  calf  closely 
resembles  tbe  parent  in  general  proportions  and  color,  but 
that  the  tusks  which  give  it  its  most  distinguishing  expression 
are  not  visible  until  the  end  of  the  second  year  of  its  life;  that 
the  walrus  mother  is  strongly  attached  to  her  offspring,  and 
nurses  it  later  in  the  season  in  the  sea ;  that  tbe  walrus  sleeps 
profoundly  in  the  water,  floating  almost  vertically,  with  barely 
more  than  the  nostrils  above  water,  and  can  be  easily  ap- 
proached, if  care  is  taken,  to  within  easy  spearing-distance ; 
that  the  bulls  do  not  fight  as  savagely  as  the  fur-seal  or  sea- 
lion,  the  blunted  tushes  of  the  combatants  seldom  penetrate 
the  thick  hide ;  that  they  can  remain  under  water  nearly  an 
hour,  or  about  twice  as  long  es  the  seals,  and  that  they  sink 
like  so  many  stones  immediately  after  being  shot. 

These  animals  are  seldom  molested  on  Walrus  Island,  the 
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natives  not  making  any  use  of  their  flesh,  fat,  or  hides  i  and 
when  they  are  shot,  it  is  usually  but  a  wanton  undertaking  by 
the  people  while  visiting  the  island  in  June  and  July.  For  the 
purpose  of  getting  eggs,  the  natives  come  from  the  village  on 
Saint  Paul's  twice  or  thrice  every  y6ar,  and  only  at  this  season. 

As  the  females  never  come  down  to  the  Prybilov  Islands,  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  them,  and  have  in 
this  way  not  been  able  to  see  this  animal  as  well  as  I  could 
wish.  The  reason  why  this  band  of  males,  many  of  them  old 
ones,  should  be  here  by  themselves  all  through  the  year  is  not 
plain  to  me ;  the  natives  assure  me  that  the  females,  or  their 
young,  never  have  been  seen  around  the  shores  of  these  islands. 
Over  in  Bristol  Bay  great  numbers  of  walrus  congregate  on 
the  sandy  bars  and  flat8,*where  they  are  hunted  to  a  consider- 
able extent  for  their  ivory.* 

From  descriptions  of  undoubted  authority,  the  walrus  of  the 
North  Atlantic  is  a  much  smaller  animal  than  his  relative  in 
the  Pacific,  and  not  nearly  so  timid.  It  is  also  covered  with  a 
coat  of  short  brownish-gray  and  black  hair,  while  the  male  adult 
of  Bering  Sea  is  almost  entirely  naked.  The  skins  and  skele- 
tons of  the  two  animals  are  now  in  the  Smithsonian  collection. 

*  No  walrus  are  now  found  Bouth  of  the  Aleutian  Isiands,  but  not  more 
than  thirty  or  thirty-five  years  ago  small  numbers  of  these  animals  were 
killed  now  and  then  on  islands  between  Eodiak  and  Oonemak  Pass.  The 
greatest  number  of  them  south  of  the  arctic  circle  will  now  be  found  in 
Bristol  Bay  and  on  the  north  shore  of  the  peninsula. 

The  finest  baidars  that  I  have  seen  in  this  country  were  the  skin^boats 
of  the  Saint  Lawrence  natives,  which  were  made  out  of  dressed  walrus- 
hides  sewed  with  sinews.  The  flesh  is  exceedingly  rank  in  taste  and  smell 
when  fresh,  and,  in  fact,  quite  as  offensive  to  the  civilized  palate  then  as 
when  putrid.  The  natives  clean  the  small  intestine  and  dry  it,  which  gires 
them  a  piece  of  light,  transparent  gut-parchment,  over  a  hundred  feet  in 
length  and  five  to  six  inches  broad,  that  serves  admirably  as  material  for 
water-proof  coats  and  trousers ;  the  fiipper-skin  makes  the  toughest  soles 
for  their  hair-seal  boots,  while  the  liide  itself  answers  for  aU  styles  of  cord- 
age. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 
FISH  A^D  FISHERIES. 

THE  FISHEEIES  OF  ALASKA. 

4  The  value  of  the  interests  in  the  Territory  classed  under  this 
head  has  been  greatly  overrated  by  writers,  who  have  created  an 
impression  that  there  are  extensive  banks  upon  which  cod  may 
be  taken,  of  the  same  quality  and  with  the  same  success  that 
attends  the  labors  of  fishermen  on  the  Newfoundland  Banks. 
This  is  untrue ;  but  salmon,  herring,  and  halibut  are  abundant, 
the  salmon  being  the  most  valuable  fishing  interest,  and  only 
one  of  real  commercial  importance  on  the  whole  northwest 
coast. 

There  are  not  on  this  coast  the  variety  and  excellence  of  fish 
that  is  common  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  the  shad  and 
scup  runs  of  the  East  are  without  a  parallel  in  these  waters. 
There  are  but  few  species  here  that  have  an  economic  value  in 
regard  to  the  subsistence  of.  the  natives,  from  Bering  Straits 
to  Dixon's  Sound,  viz:  the  salmon,  cod-fish,  sculpins  or  rock- 
cod,  {SebaaieSy)  and  halibut.  Of  the  first,  there  is,  both  in 
quality  and  quantity,  enough  to  warrant  commercial  activity 
and  importance;  of  the  second,  the  quantity  and  quality 
are  insufficient,  in  a  business  point  of  view,  provided  even  the 
demand  was  always  equal  to  the  supply.  Halibut  might  be 
cured  in  a  small  way;  but  the  rock-cod  and  sculpins  are  worth- 
less, except  to  the  Indians,  when  unable  to  procure  either 
salmon  or  cod ;  the  famous  '^  oolichan"  is  confined  to  the  Nasse 
River. 

These  fish  are  distributed  throughout  the  Territory  as  fol- 
lows ;  and  first  in  the  order  of  importance  is — 

1.  Salman. — Almost  every  stream,  big  or  little,  that  empties 
into  the  sea  or  its  bays,  throughout  the  whole  Territory,  islands, 
and  mainland,  is  visited  at  regular  periods  by  one  or  more  spe- 
cies of  this  genus,  in  greater  or  less  numbers,  with  the  widest 
range  of  variation  in  quality ;  the  runs  of  this  fish  in  May  and 
June  up  the  large  rivers  in  this  Territory  being  enormous. 

During  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  steps  have  been  taken  by 
competent  men  on  the  Frazer  River  and  the  Columbia  to  util- 
ize and  turn  to  profit  these  great  runs  of  the  finest  fish;  but 
the  industry  of  salting  them  for  exportation  failed,  and  a  new 
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business — that  of  canning  the  flsh^is  being  engaged  in  exten- 
sively on  the  Columbia  Eiver ;  and,  it  would  seem,  with  a  feir 
profit,  capital  might  be  advantageously  employed  in  the  prose- 
cution of  salmon-canning  at  the  months  of  all  the  principal 
streams  in  this  country,  as  there  is  enough  of  the  raw  material 
to  employ  a  large  number  of  men  several  months  in  the  year  in 
its  preservation  and  profitable  disposition  ;  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  this  industry  should  not  become  one  of  great  importanee 
in  the  Territory. 

The  demand  for  canned  salmon  will  grow  in  proportion  as  it 
becomes  known,  for  it  is  a  superior  article  of  food,  either  plain 
as  it  comes  in  the  can,  or  pickled  quickly  after  opening. 

2.  Cod, — This  fish.is  the  most  widely  distributed  of  any  belong- 
ing  to  the  waters  of  Alaska  or  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea. 
It  will  be  found  on  soundings,  wherever  a  hook  may  be  dropped 
in  Bering  Sea,  south  of  the  latitude  of  Saint  Lawrence  Island, 
all  around  the  Aleutian  Islands,  the  Alaskan  Peninsular,  Eo- 
diak,  and  becomes  scarce  and  fails  to  the  eastward  as  far  as 
Kenai  and  Copper  Biver,  and  then  from.  Sitka  and  Prince  of 
Wales  Island  to  Fort  Simpson,  where  it  is  only  caught  for  a  few 
weeks  in  the  year,  when  running  in  schools,  passing  usually  np 
toward  the  north. 

The  immense  area  frequented  by  this  fish  will  be  at  onoe 
appreciated  by  glancing  at  the  map  and  noting  the  soundings, 
which  show  that  nearly  the  whole  of  Bering  Sea  bounded  or 
staked  out  by  our  islands  is  a  single  great  bank,  and  that 
large  areas  south  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  the  Peninsular,  and 
Kodiak,  are  shoaled  off  in  a  similar  manner.  Nevertheless,  the 
catch  and  quality  of  Alaskan  cod  is  much  inferior  to  our  east- 
em  fisheries. 

There  is  cod  enough,  however,  of  fair  quality,  to  supply  the 
immediate  home-consumption  of  a  large  population,  should 
there  ever  be  such  in  the  history  of  the  Territory,  but  the  fish- 
ing-grounds are  not  valuable  enough  to  induce  capitalists  to 
engage  in  taking  and  curing  fish  for  exportation.  This  matter 
has  been  honestly  tested  by  experienced  fishermen,  who  have 
been  trained  on  the  eastern  banks,  and  is  therefore  beyond 
doubt.  At  present,  however,  in  securing  the  small  supply  re- 
quired by  local  demand,  the  characteristic  impatience  of  the 
people  of  this  coast  is  strikingly  shown;  for,  even  oouhl  they 
sell  their  fish  caught  in  the  north  at  as  good  a  rate  as  that  of 
the  imported  stock,  they,  as  a  class,  would  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  small  profits. 
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Tho  coast-cod  average  in  this  Territory,  *'  from  the  knife," 
about  three  to  five  pounds,  and  the  deep  or  outer  water  cod,  of 
the  same  species,  average  about  eight  or  ten,  but  they  are  not 
as  plentiful  as  the  smaller.  The  best  banks  in  the  Territory 
are  those  south  of  Unga  Island,  about  the  Shumagins  and 
south  of  Kodiak.    The  catch  is  best  off  Unga. 

3.  Halibut — i^'ound  throughout  the  Territory  on  soundings 
south  of  the  sixtieth  parallel  of  north  latitude.  Halibut  are 
quite  abundant  and  of  excellent  quality,  but  the  climate  is  such 
that  the  fishermen  cannot  properly  dry  or  cure  them  for  exporta- 
tion, even  in  small  cargoes.  They  are,  however,  not  abun- 
dant enough  for  exportation,  and  must  therefore  be  regarded 
as  only  of  local  importance. 

The  other  fish — rdck-cod,  sculping  tchite-JUth — peculiar  to  the 
rivers,  &c.,  which  are  found  along  the  coast  and  in  the  bays 
and  estuaries,  possess  no  special  merit,  and  have  no  commer- 
cial importance,  but  they  are  valuable  factors  to  the  natives' 
existence. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  waters  of  the  Territory  of  Alaska 
axe  well  stocked  with  fish  for  home  use ;  in  the  salmon  inter- 
ests, the  natural  wealth  is  great,  and  will  doubtless  be  utilized 
sooner  or  later  by  canning^  but  that  the  experiment  of  salting 
ood  and  salting  salmon  has  not  been  profitable  for  sale  in  the 
Australian,  South  American,  and  even  in  our  own  market. 
There  are  twelve  to  thirteen  small  cod-fishing  vessels  that 
supply  the  San  Francisco  trade,  but  it  is  a  significant  fact 
that  out  of  this  number  nine  or  ten  deserted  the  Alaska^ 
banks  last  season,  and  went  on  nearly  two  thousand  miles 
farther  into  the  Ochotsk  for  their  catch,  where  the  fish  are 
superior  in  quality  and  more  plentiful. 

It  will  not  be  untrue  to  assert,  from  what  is  now  known  in 
regard  to  the  fishing-interests  of  Alaska,  that  there  is  nothing 
there  that  can  be  considered  parallel  or  at  all  equal  to  the  runs 
of  cod,  Bcup,  shad,  and  mackerel  of  the  New  England  coast, 
save  the  periodic  visit  of  salmon,  which  come  in  truly  magnifi- 
cent number  and  condition. 

In  the  small  harbor  of  Woods's  Hole,  Mass.,  Professor  Baird 
caught  in  his  nets,  during  one  summer,  over  seventy  species  of 
food-fishes.  That  cannot  be  done  in  the  Korth  Pacific,  no  matter 
when  or  where  the  naturalist  or  fisherman  may  choose  to  tiy. 
The  variety  and  number  of  piscatorial  life  in  this  region  is  poor 
indeed  when  compared  with  that  of  the  North  Atlantic 
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^  CHAPTER   IX. 

ORNITHOLOGY  OF  THE  PRYBILOV  ISLANDS. 

By  Dr.  Elliott  Couss,  U.  S.  A. 
(Based  on  Mr,  H,  TT.  Elliott^ a  manuscripts  and  collections,*) 

Mr.  Elliott's  manuscripts  and  specimens  having  been  sab- 
mitted  to  me  for  elaboration  in  tbe  present  eonnectioni  an 
account  of  the  birds  of  the  islands  is  herewith  rendered.  His 
collections  furnish  the  data  for  most  of  the  technical  portions 
of  the  memoir,  while  the  biographical  notices  are,  in  sabstanoe, 
his  own;  these  are  placed  between  quotation-marks.  Tbe 
nomenclature  and  sequence  of  the  species  are  adapted  to  the 
present  paper  from  the  latest  systematic  work  upon  American 
ornithology,  the  author's  "  Key  to  North  American  Birds,"  in 
which  may  be  found  a  diagnosis  of  each  species  and  variety 
not  herewith  described.  The  numeral  prefix  of  each  species  is 
that  which  it  beats  in  the  author^s  "CheckList  of  North  Amer- 
ican Birds." 

With  the  scientific  names  are  given  the  English,  and,  in  gen- 
eral, the  Russian  equivalents— the  latter  between  quotation- 
marks.  In  most  cases  the  synonyms  and  references  of  special 
l>ertinence  are  added. 

GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  BIRDS  OF  THE  ISLANDS. 

"  While  a  few  species  of  water-fowl  come  to  these  islands  in 
innumerable  numbers  for  the  purpose  of  breeding,  yet  the  list 
of  birds  to  be  met  with  here  is  a  small  one.  It  is,  however,  of 
exceeding  interest  to  the  naturalist,  comprising  many  d&tiderata 
scarcely  obtainable  elsewhere. 

"Over  fifteen  miles  of  the  bold,  high,  basaltic,  bluff  shore- 
line of  Saint  George's  Island  is  fairly  covered  with  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  nesting  gulls  (Eiaaa)  and  arries,  {Uria^)  while 

*The  scientific  readers  of  this  report  will,  I  am  sare,  approve  of  the  refei- 
ence  of  my  MSS.  to  Dr.  Coaes  for  elaboration,  as  the  revision  of  synonomy 
has  become  a  serious  matter  in  regard  to  the  nomenclature  of  natonil  science, 
and,  already,  too  many  -writers  have  added  to  existing  confosion  in  this 
respect  by  attempting  to  do  that  which  others  than  themselves  are  mnch 
better  quolified  for.— H.  W.  E. 
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down  in  the  countless  chinks  and  holes  over  the  entire  surface 
of  the  north  side  of  this  island  millions  of  ^  choochkies'  {Simo- 
rhynchus  microceros)  breed,  filling  the  air  and  darkening  the 
light  of  day  with  their  cries  and  fluttering  forms.  On  Walrus 
Island  the  nests  of  the  great  white  gull  of  the  north  {Larus 
glaucua)  can  be  visited  and  inspected,  as  well  also  as  those  of 
the  sea-parrot  or  puffin,  {Fraterculaj)  shags  or  cormorants, 
(Oraculusj)  and  the  red-legged  kittiwake,  {Larus  brevirostris.) 
These  are  all  accessible  on  every  side,  affording  the  observer 
an  uneqnaled  opportunity  of  noticing  these  birds  through  the 
breeding-season,  from  its  beginning  in  May  until  the  end  in 
September. 

^'Not  one  of  the  water-birds  found  on  and  around  the  islands 
is  exempted  from  a  place  in  the  native's  larder;  even  the 
delectable  shags,  *  oreelie,'  are  unhesitatingly  eaten  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  indeed  furnish,  during  the  winter-season  especially, 
an  almost  certain  source  of  supply  for  fresh  meat.  The  large, 
gaily-colored  eggs  of  the  '  arrie '  {Lomvia  arra)  are  gathered  in 
June  and  July,  without  stint,  for  use,  and  might  be  packed 
away  in  lime-water  by  the  barrel,  so  as  to  keep  through  the 
year,  if  any  provident  or  thoughtful  action  was  taken  in  the 
matter.  Walrus  Island  would  alone  supply  the  whole  demand 
from  year  to  year.  On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  there,  July  6, 
1872,  six  men  loaded  a  bidarrah,  capable  of  carrying  four  tons, 
exclusive  of  crew,  down  to  the  water's  edge  with  eggs,  in  less 
than*three  workin&;-hours. 

^'During  the  winter-months  the  birds  are  almost  wholly 
absent.  They  begin  to  make  their  first  appearance,  in  any 
number,  for  the  season,  early  in  May,  and  by  the  middle  or  end 
of  September  the  great  body  of  the  millions  that  have  bred 
during  this  time  go  to  sea,  and  are  not  again  noted,  save  a  few 
stragglers  now  and  then,  until  they  re-assemble  next  May,  for 
the  repetition  of  their  reproductive  processes.  The  stress  of 
severe  weather  in  the  winter-months,  driving  snow-storms,  and 
floating  ice-floes  brought  down  from  the  north,  which  shut  the 
islands  in,  still,  cold,  and  quiet,  are  cause  enough  for  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  water-fowl. 

'^The  position  of  the  islands  is  such  as  to  lie  somewhat  ou^ 
side  of  the  migratory  path  pursued  by  the  birds  on  the  mainland, 
and,  owing  to  this  reason,  they  are  only  visited  by  a  few  strag- 
glers from  that  quarter,  and  also  from  the  Asiatic  side.    One 
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species,  {Strepsilas  interpresj)  however,  comes  here  every  som- 
mer,  for  three  or  four  weeks'  stay,  in  great  namber,  and  geti 
so  fat  in  feeding  upon  the  larvse  found  on  the  killing-grounds 
that  it  often  bursts  open  when  it  falls,  after  being  shot  on  the 
wing.  Our  robin  (T,  migratorius)  was  seen  by  myself,  near 
Saint  Paul's  Village,  one  cool  morning  in  October,  (the  15th,) 
and  the  natives  told  me  that  it  had  been  noticed  before  in  this 
way,  never  staying  more  than  a  few  days  or  a  week,  and  being 
brought  there,  undoubtedly,  by  some  storm  or  gale  of  wind 
taking  it  up  and  o£f  from  its  path  over  the  mainland.  In  the 
same  manner  hawks,  owls,  and  numerous  strange  water-fowl 
visit  the  islands,  but  never  remain  there  long. 

^^  The  Russians  tried  the  experiment  of  bringing  up  from  Sitka 
and  Ounalashka  a  number  of  ravens,  with  the  view  of  stimu- 
lating them  to  live  and  breed  upon  these  islands,  where  they 
would  be  almost  invaluable  as  scavengers ;  but  the  birds  inva- 
riably, sooner  or  later,  and  within  a  short  time,  took  flight  for 
the  mainland  or  the  Aleutian  Islands.  At  the  time  of  present 
writing  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  have  sent  up  to  the 
village  of  Saint  Paul's  a  number  of  domestic  pigeons,  and  the 
experiment  will  be  tried  with  them. 

*'  The  natives  have  always,  and  still  do,  keep  a  small  number 
of  chickens;  and,  where  poultry  is  taken  into  the  winter  living- 
rooms  of  these  people,  they  get  return  in  eggs.  But  the  main- 
tenance of  a  hennery,  owing  to  the  long  season  of  cold,  stormy 
weather,  compelling  the  chickens  to  hunt  shelter  for  we^ks  at 
a  time,  is  impracticable,  regarded  with  a  view  of  profitable 
^recompense  for  time  and  care. 

"Walrus  Island  is  the  most  favorable  spot,  in  this  whole 
Alaskan  country,  to  observe  the  nesting  and  breeding  birds  of 
Bering  Sea.  It  is  a  low,  lava  rock,  seven  miles  to  the  east*- 
ward  of  Northeast  Point,  with  an  area  of  less  than  five  acres, 
rugged  and  bare  of  all  vegetation,  save  a  species  of  close-grow- 
ing curly  grass.  Here  the  Lamvia  arra  and  many  gulls,  cor- 
morants, sea-parrots,  and  auks  come  to  lay  their  eggs  in  count- 
less numbers.  The  face  and  brow  of  the  low,  cliflF-like  sea-front 
.are  occupied  almost  exclusively  by  the  ^  arries,'  {Lomvia  arra,) 
which  lay  a  single  egg  each,  on  the  surface  of  the  bare  rock, 
and  stand  straddling  over  it  while  hatching,  only  leaving  at 
irregular  and  short  intervals  to  feed.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  these  birds  alone  are  thus  engaged  about  the  29th  of  June 
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on  this  little  island,  standing  stacked  up  together  like  so  many 
bottles,  as  thickly  as  they  can  be  stowed,  making  all  the  time 
a  deep,  low,  hoarse,  granting  noise.  They  quarrel  among 
themselves  incessantl}^,  and  in  this  way  roll  thousands  of  eggs 
off  into  the  sea,  or  into  crevices  and  fissures,  where  they  are 
lost  and  broken. 

"The  ^arrie'  lays  but  one  egg.  If  this  is  removed  or  broken, 
she  will  soon  lay  another;  but,  if  undisturbed  after  depositing 
the  first,  she  undertakes  the  hatching  at  once.  The  size,  shape, 
and  coloration  of  this  egg  are  exceedingly  variable.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  eggs  become  so  dirty,  by  rolling  here  and 
there  in  the  excrement  while  the  birds  tread  and  quarrel  over 
them,  as  to  be  almost  unrecognizable.  The  shell  is  very  tough, 
and  the  natives,  when  gathering  them,  fill  tubs,  baskets,  &c., 
on  the  clifb,  carry  them  down  to  the  general  heap  collected 
near  the  boats'  landing,  and  pour  them  out  upon  the  rocks  with 
B  single  flip  of  the  hand,  just  as  a  basket  of  apples  would  be 
emptied;  and,  after  this,  they  are  again  quite  as  carelessly 
handled  when  loaded  into  the  'bidarrah,'sustaiuiDg  through  it 
all  very  little  injury, 

"The  small  grassy  interior  of  the  island,  which  is  sharply 
margined  by  the  surrounding  breeding-belt  of  Carries 'on  the 
shore-line,  is  the  ouly  place,  I  believe,  in  this  sea  where  the 
great  white  gull  (Larus  glaucus)  breeds.  Among  the  little 
grassy  tussocks  here,  it  builds  a  nest  of  dry  grass,  sea-ferns, 
Ac,  very  nicely  laid  up  and  rounded,  and  in  which  it  lays  usu- 
ally three  eggs,  sometimes  only  a  couple ;  in  exceptional  instances 
I  have  seen  four.  These  big  gulls  could  not  breed  on  either  of 
the  other  islands  in  this  manner,  for  the  foxes  there  would  have 
the  upper  hand  instantly ;  and  the  bird  is  too  large  to  settle 
on  the  narrow  shelf-ledges  of  the  cliffs,  like  the  smaller  gulls 
and  other  water-fowls. 

"  The  red-legged  kitti  wake,  [Larus  brevirostris^)  and  its  cousin, 
Larus  tridactylusy  build  in  the  most  amicable  manner  together 
on  the  faces  of  the  cliffs,  associated  with  cormorants,  sea-par- 
rots, and  auks,  all  together,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
latter,  the  nests  are  easy  of  access. 

"As  we  land,  the  *  arries'  fly  from  their  eggs  off  and  around 
for  a  short  distance,  and  then  settle  down  into  the  sea  in  platoons 
or  files,  swaying  hither  and  thither  with  the  movement  of  swell 
and  tide,  trailed  out  over  the  water  like  great  whip-lashes. 
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Watch  a  boat  as  it  approaches  one  of  these  swimming  pha- 
lanxes and  alarms  it ;  oat  the  birds  sprawl,  half  swimming  and 
half  flying,  making  a  noise  like  a  shower  of  hail-stones  falling 
npon  a  roof,  as  the  scare  spreads  from  bird  to  bird,  nntil  the 
whole  vast  flock  is  beating  the  water  with  a  hundred  thousand 
wings  in  almost  vain  endeavor  to  rise  from  the  calm  sorface, 
for  these  birds  in  still  weather  have  great  difficulty  in  taking 
flight.  They,  however,  succeed  well  and  quickly  when  heavy 
swells  or  little  wavelets  lift  them,  A  gull,  on  the  contrary,  rises 
gracefully  and  easily  from  the  water,  and,  indeed,  is  the  most 
attractive  bird  on  the  wing  of  all  water-fowl.'' 

"  I  have  time  after  time  been  struck  by  the  wonderful  temer- 
ity of  the  foxes,  (on  Saint  George's  Island  esi)ecially,)  while 
secretly  watching  them  as  they  were  climbing  up  and  down 
the  faces  of  almost  inaccessible  cliffs,  seeking  eggs.  They  go 
on  a  full  run  or  a  stealthy  tread  over  the  brows  of  cliffs  that 
fairly  overhang  the  sea  six  and  nine  hundred  feet  below.  They 
always  bring  the  eggs  up  in  their  mouths,  and  carry  them  back 
from  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  where  they  leisurely  suck  them, 
usually  biting  the  shell  out  at  the  large  end.  The  ^  arrie '  suffers 
the  most  from  these  enemies,  which  are  the  only  natural  foes 
that  the  bird-kind  has  to  contend  with  on  these  solitary  is&* 
ands." 

1.     Tardus  mii^ratorius^  lA^s.—Bobin,    <<  Rap-o-loof." 

Casual,  and  rarely  seen;  never  resident.  (Spec.,  October, 
1872.) 

^^  I  was  most  agreeably  surprised,  one  cool  morning  early  in 
^October,  while  walking  up  on  the  Village  Hill,  Saint  Paul's 
Island,  to  see  a  robin,  a  red-breasted  robin,  silent  and  gloomy, 
hopping  and  fluttering  before  me.  It  had  evidently  been 
brought  to  the  island  by  the  gale  which  blew  two  days  pre- 
viously, and  was  even  now  casting  about  for  a  good  chance  to 
leave.  In  order  that  I  might  observe  the  length  of  time  this  old 
friend  of  mine  would  stay  with  us,  I  did  not  shoot  him,  but 
strolled  out  to  the  locality  every  morning  and  evening  until  the 
end  of  the  third  day,  when  I  missed  him.  The  natives  recognized 
it  as  a  chance  visitor,  though  seen  almost  every  year  in  this 
manner.  Two  weeks  later  I  observed  a  small  flock  of  JBgioihij 
(red  polls,)  which  were  passing  over  the  island,  alighting  here 
and  there  to  feed.  They  are  regularly  seen  migrating  to  the 
southward  every  fall." 
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50a.    Anorthura  troi^lodjrtes  var.  alascensls,  (Bd.)    Coues.^ 
Alaskan  Winter  Wren,    "  Limmer-Bhin." 
TrogJodytea  ahiecenriSf  Baird.    Trans.  Chicago  Acad.,  i,  315,  pi.  30, 

fiR.  3,  (1869.)    Saint  George's  Is. 
Anorthura  alaacenaiSf  CouES.    Kej  N.  A.  Birds,  87,  (1872.) 
Anortkura  troglodytes  var.  alasoeneiSf  Coues.    Ibid,j  351. 
Troglodytes  hyemalis  var.  alasoensis,  Dall.    Proc.  Cala.  Acad. 

Sci.,  (Feb.  8,  1873.) 

This  iuteresting  local  form  of  Anorthura  differs  from  the  ordi- 
nary Korth  American  bird  in  its  superior  size  and  darker  brown 
colors,  and  in  the  much  greater  length  and  caliber  of  the  bill. 
In  young  birds  the  difference  is  less  strongly  marked.  The 
dimensions  of  an  adult  in  Mr.  Elliott's  collection  are  as  fol- 
lows: bill,  along  culmen,. 58;  wing,  1.90;  tail,  1.30;  tarsus,  .62; 
middle  toe  and  claw,  .64.  The  corresponding  dimensions  of  an 
average  specimen  of  var.  hyemalis  are :  .39, 1.80, 1.20,  .62,  .58. 

*'  This  brave  little  bird  was  first  brought  into  notice  by  Mr. 
Dall,  who  collected  a  single  specimen  while  on  the  island  in 
1868,  and  sent  it  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  In  his  brief 
note  accompanying  it  he  speaks  of  its  being  abundant  there, 
while  I,  in  1873,  shot  almost  every  one  that  I  saw,  and  yet  at  the 
end  of  the  season,  August  4, 1  bad  but  seven  specimens.  It 
was  seldom  seen,  but  then  again  in  1874  they  were  quite 
numerous. 

'*  It  is  not  a  migratory  bird,  but  remains  permanently  upon 
the  island.  Its  nest  is  built  in  small,  deep  holes  and  crevices 
in  the  cliffs.  I  have  not  myself  seen  it,  but  the  natives  say  that 
it  lays  from  eight  to  ten  eggs,  in  a  nest  made  of  soft,  dry  grass 
and  feathers,  roofed  over,  with  an  entrance  at  the  side  to  the 
uest-chamber,  thus  being  of  elaborate  construction. 

"  The  male  is  very  gay  during  the  period  of  mating  and  incu- 
bation, flying  incessantly  from  plant  to  plant  or  rock  to  rock, 
singing  a  rather  shrill  and  very  loud  song,  and  making,  for  a 
small  bird,  a  great  noise. 

"  I  shot  the  young,  fully  fledged,  on  the  28th  of  July,  differ- 
ing only  from  the  parent  in  having  a  much  shorter  bill,  and  in 
a  general  darker  and  more  diffuse  coloration. 

"Although  Saint  Paul's  Island  is  but  twenty-seven  miles  to 
the  northwest  from  Saint  George's,  not  a  single  specimen  of  this 
little  wren  has  been  seen  there.  I  made,  during  the  whole  sea- 
son of  1872,  unavailing  search  for  it. 

"  The  native  name, '  limmer-shiu,'  signifies  a '  chew  of  tobacco,' 
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Mid  is  given  on  account  of  the  resemblance  of  this  wee  bird  in 
size  and  color  to  a  tobacco-qnid." 

Mr.  W.  H.  Dall  found  this  species  to  be  resident  and  abun- 
dant on  the  rocky  cliffs  of  Amaknak  Island,  Oonalashka,  where, 
he  says,  ^'  it  is  quite  familiar  and  bold.  It  builds  in  the  crevices 
of  the  rocks,  but  I  was  not  able  to  find  the  nest.  It  has  a 
cheerful  and  melodioas  note,  and  is,  to  some  extent,  gregarious, 
three  or  four  being  usually  seen  together.  It  was  not  seen  in 
the  Shumagius,  though  it  may  occur  there." 

144a.    lieDcosticte    tephrocotis    Tar.    f^rlseinactan,     (Brdt.) 

CouES. — Gray-eared  Finch,    "  Pabtoshkie." 
Linaria  griaeinucha,  Bbani>t.    <*  Orn.  Robs.,  (1842.) " 
LeucosUcte  grtBeinucha,  Bp.    Consp.  Av.,  i,  &37,  (1850.) — Bp.  ci 

SCHLEGEL.    Monog.  LoxieM  Sf  pL  zli,  (yotmg,)  (1850.)— Bn.  & 

N.  Amer.,  430,  (1858.)— Dall  et  Bann.    Trans.  Chicago  Acad,  i, 

282,  (1869.)— Coop,  B.  CaL  i,  161,  (1870.)— Dall,  Pr.  Cala. 

Acad.,  (Feb.,  1673.) 
Leuoosilde  tepkr^ootis  var.  ^n«dnii«fta,  CouES.    Key,  130,  fig.  77, 

(1872.) 
Leucaaticte  grideogepye,  Gould.    P.  Z.  S.,  104,  (1843,)  and  Toy. 

Sulphur,  i,  42,  pi.  rxii,  (1844.) 
Leuooetide  littoraligf  Bd.    Trans.  Chicago  Acad.,  i,  317,  pi.  zxriii, 

fig.  1,  (1869.)— Coop.    B.  Cala.  i,  163,  (1869.)— Ball.  Ptoc. 

Cala.  Acad.,  (Feb.,  1873.) 
Leuooetide  tephrocotis  var.  liitoraUSf  Coues.    Key,  130,  (1872.) 

(C/,  t&id.,  352.) 

Namerous  beautiful  specimens  of  the  adults  of  both  sexes  in 
high  breeding  attire,  and  others  illustrating  the  earliest  plu- 
mage of  the  young,  are  in  the  collection.  There  are  no  appre- 
ciable outward  distinctions  of  sex.  The  bill  at  this  season  is 
black,  the  ash  and  black  of  the  head  are  pure  and  well  defined, 
the  chocolate  brown  is  rich,  and  the  rosy  teuds  to  cnmson* 
The  very  young  birds  are  dark,  sooty  gray,  overlaid  with  brown ; 
a  lighter  and  more  rusty  shade  of  the  same  edges  the  wing- 
feathers,  and  the  bill  is  in  part  light  colored. 

Although  this  form  is  much  larger  than  typical  tq^hrocoti$f 
and  otherwise  diflferent  in  the  pictura  of  the  head,  we  do  not 
find  ourselves  euabled  to  separate  it  specifically,  since  numer- 
ous intermediate  specimens  attest  its  intergradation  with  the 
former.  Kor  do  we  find  it  necessary  to  distinguish  the  slight 
variety,  UttoraliSj  by  name ;  we  refer  it  to  var.  griseinuchaj  con- 
sidering both  forms  as  the  single  arctic  representative  of  tephro- 
cotis proper. 

^'This  agreeable  little  bird,^  always  cheerful  and  self-pos* 
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sessed,  is  aregalar  and  permanent  settler  on  the  islands,  which 
it  never  leaves.  In  the  depth  of  dismal  winter,  as  well  as  on  a 
Rammer's  day,  the  pahtoshkie  greets  yon  with  the  same  pleasant 
chirrup,  wearing  the  «ame  neat  dress,  as  if  determined  to  make 
the  best  of  everything.  It  is  particalarly  abundant  on  Saint 
Oeorge^s,  where  its  habits  may  be  studied  to  best  advantage. 

'^  The  pahtoshkie  nests  in  a  chink  or  crevice  of  the  cliffs, 
building  a  warm,  snug  home  for  its  little  ones  of  dried  gra^ses- 
and  moss,  very  neatly  put  together,  and  lined  with  a  few 
feathers.  The  eggs  vary  in  number  from  three  to  six,  being 
generally  four.  They  are  pure  white,  with  a  delicate  rosy  blush 
when  fresh ;  and  measure  .97  by  .67  inch.  The  young  break  the 
shell  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  or  twenty-two  days'  incubation, 
the  labor  of  which  is  not  shared  by  the  male,  who,  however,  brings 
food  to  his  mate,  singing  the  while,  as  if  highly  elated  by  his 
prospects  of  paternity.  The  chicks,  at  first,  are  sparsely  cov- 
ered with  a  sprinkling  of  dark-gray  down,  and  in  two  or  three 
weeks  gain  their  feathers,  fitting  them  for  flight,  although  they 
do  not  acquire  the  bright  rosy  hues  and  rich  brown  of  the 
parents  the  first  year.  Between  the  old  birds  there  is  no  out- 
ward dissimilarity  according  to  sex,  the  male  and  female  being 
exactly  alike  in  size,  shape,  and  coloration. 

'<  They  feed  upon  various  seeds  and  insects,  as  well  as  the 
larvsB  which  swarm  on  the  killing-grounds.  They  are  fearless 
and  confiding,*  fluttering  in  the  most  familiar  manner  around 
the  village  huts.  In  the  summer  of  1873,  a  pair  built  their 
nest  and  reared  a  brood  under  the  eaves  of  the  old  Greek  church 
at  Saint  George's. 

"  The  nests,  of  which  I  collected  fifteen  or  twenty,  are  very 
neatly  made  up  of  dry  grass  and  moss,  thick,  and  compactly 
interwoven,  placed  on  the  faces  of  the  basaltic  and  breccia  cliffs 
which  rise  from  the  shore-line  of  the  islands.  These  disinte- 
grating tufa  and  breccia  bluffs  afford  a  thousand  and  one  little 
pockets  and  crannies  in  which  the  pahtoshkie  builds,  secure 
from  molestation  by  prowling  foxes.  It  has  no  song,  but  utters 
a  low,  mellow  chirp,  alike  either  when  flying  or  sitting.  It  is 
most  abundant  on  Saint  George's,  where  hundreds  may  be  seen 
at  any  time  during  a  short  walk  along  the  north  shore.  It  con- 
sorts in  pairs  throughout  the  year,  never  going  in  flocks,  and 
seldom  flying  or  feeding  alone." 

Mr.  W.  n.  Dall  remarks  upon  the  abundance  of  the  bird  on 
the  Aleutians  as  well  as  on  the  Prybilov  Islands.    In  August, 
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he  says,  it  has  no  song,  ^^  except  a  dear  chirp,  sounding  like 
*w6et-a-w6et-a-w6e-weet.'  It  was  on  the  wing  a  great  part  of 
the  time,  avoiding  alighting  on  the  ground,  but  darting  rapidly 
in  a  series  of  ascending  and  descending  curves,  now  swinging 
on  the  broad  top  of  an  umbelliferous  plant,  now  alighting  on 
some  ledge  of  the  perpendicular  cliff,  jumping  from  point  to 
point,  seemingly  delighted  in  testing  its  own  agility."  He 
found  it  particularly  numerous  in  Ounalashka,  where  it  is  resi- 
dent. A  nest,  which  he  discovered  May  24,  contained  five 
white  eggs,  fresh ;  it  was  placed  in  a  crevice  of  a  rocky  bank, 
about  twelve  feet  above  the  beach,  and  was  neatly  built  of 
grasses,  lined  with  a  few  feathers. 

152.    Plectroptaanes  nivalis^  (L.)  Meyer.— ^^Snotr  Bunting.     "  Sim- 
guiskie." 

Among  Mr.  Elliott's  many  specimens  in  pure  black  and 
white  attire  are  a  few,  in  the  earliest  plumage  of  the  young, 
probably  never  seen  in  the  United  States.  The  general  color 
is  gray,  overlaid  slightly  with  a  light-brown  cast,  the  inter- 
scapular feathers  having  a  dusky  center.  The  gray  fades  on 
the  breast  into  dull  whitish,  which  occupies  the  rest  of  the 
under  parts.  Most  of  the  secondary  quills  are  white,  with  a 
dusky  touch  on  the  outer  webs ;  the  three  inner  ones,  however, 
are  black,  with  broad,  chestnut-brown  edging.  Three  lateral 
tail-feathers  are  mostly  white. 

"The  snow-bird  is  another  permanent  resident  of  these 
islands,  but  one  which,  unlike  the  Lcucoatictey  is  rather  shy  and 
retiring,  nesting  high  on  the  rocky,  broken  uplands,  and  only 
entering  the  village  during  unusually  severe  or  protracted  cold 
weather. 

"The  snaguiskie  builds  an  elegant  and  elaborate  nest  of 
soft,  dry  grass,  and  lines  it  warmly  with  a  thick  bed  of  feathers. 
It  is  placed  on  the  ground,^ beneath  some  lava-slate,  or  at  the 
foot  of  a  bowlder.  Five  eggs  are  usually  laid,  about  the  Ist  of 
June ;  they  are  an  inch  long  by  two-thirds  broad,  of  a  grayish 
or  greenish  white,  spotted  sometimes  all  over,  sometimes  at  or 
around  the  larger  end,  only,  with  various  shades  of  rich,  dark- 
brown,  purplish-brown,  and  paler  neutral  tints.  Sometimes 
the  whole  surface  is  quite  closely  clouded  with  diffuse  reddish- 
brown  markings. 

"  The  female  assumes  the  entire  labor  of  the  three  weeks' 
Incubation  required  for  the  maturing  of  the  embryos.    During 
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this  period  the  male  is  assiduous  iu  bringiug  food,  and,  at  fre- 
quent intervals,  sings  his  simple  but  sweet  song,  rising,  as  he 
begins  it,  high  up  in  the  air,  as  the  sliylark  does  when  caroling, 
and,  with  the  end  of  the  stave,  dropping  suddenly  to  the 
ground  again.  The  young  are  early  provided  with  a  gray 
downy  coating,  which  is  speedily  replaced  by  a  plumage  resem- 
bling that  of  the  adult  female,  and,  in  less  than  four  weeks 
from  the  day  of  hatching,  the  little  snaguiskie  is  as  big  as  its 
parents,  and  weighs  more. 

'<  The  food  of  this  species  consists  of  the  various  seeds  and 
insects  peculiar  to  the  rough,  higher  grounds  it  frequents.  It 
never  flies  about  in  flocks,  and  at  this  season  cannot  be  called 
gregarious,  like  the  Lapland  lougspur,  wit4i  which  it  is  asso- 
ciated on  these  islands.'' 

153.    Pleetroptaanes  lappouiciis,  (L.)  Selby.— JLopZand  Longspur, 

*^  Karesch-navie  snaguiakie." 

We  give  a  description  of  the  breeding-plumage  of  the  female, 
probably  not  generally  known :  Upper  parts  of  the  body, 
wings,  and  tail  almost  precisely  as  in  the  male.  Cervical  collar 
evident,  but  not  sharply  defined,  nor  so  rich  in  color.  Black  of 
the  crown  variegated  with  pale  tips  of  the  feathers }  white  of  the 
supra-ocular  and  post-auricular  lines  tinged  with  buff;  no  con- 
tinuous pure  black  on  the  sides  of  the  head,  chin,  or  throat ; 
sides  of  the  head  blackish,  interrupted  with  grayish  auriculars ; 
throat  similarly  varied,  but  chin  left  nearly  pure  white,  the 
pattern  of  the  black  which  occurs  in  the  male  being  thus  clearly 
indicated,  but  interrupted  and  obscured ;  sides  of  the  breast  and 
belly  with  disconnected,  sparse,  sharp,  slender,  dark-brown 
streaks,  instead  of  the  pure  black,  continuous,  broad  and 
heavy  stripes  of  the  male ;  other  under  parts  as  in  the  male.  Bill 
obscure  yellowish,  dusky  at  tip ;  feet  dark  brown,  but  not  black. 
Dimensions  slightly  inferior  to  those  of  the  male. 

The  eggs  of  the  Lapland  longspur  are  extremely  variable  iu 
coloration — few  more  so.  They  range  from  a  nearly  uniform 
dark  chocolate-brown,  (much  like  those  of  a  marsh-wren,) 
through  a  lighter  chocolate  in  innumerable  dots  on  a  grayish- 
brown  ground,  to  a  peculiar  brownish-white  ground,  variously 
clouded  and  smirched  with  chocolate,  and  having,  besides, 
irregular  sharp  spots,  scratches,  and  straggling  lines  of  black- 
ish brown.  The  general  aspect  of  tb^se  eggs  is  like  that  of  an 
oriole's  or  blackbird's.  They  measure  .80  to  .00  in  length  by 
12  AL 
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.55  to  .60  in  breadth.  The  labels  of  varioas  specimens  before 
ns  from  Arctic  America  record  a  nest  of  "  hay,"  lined  with  deera^ 
hair^  or  feathers. 

'<  The  longspnr,  a  resident  bird,  is  a  delightful  vocalist,  sing- 
ing all  through  the  month  of  Jnne  in  the  most  charming  man- 
ner, rising  high  in  the  air,  and  hovering  on  flattering  wings 
over  its  setting  mate.  The  song  is  only  too  short,  lasting  bat 
a  few  moments,  thongh  continually  repeated.  The  bird  is  mnch 
more  shy  and  reserved  than  the  common  snaguiskie,  rarely 
entering  the  village.  It  is  most  abundant  on  Saint  Paul's, 
where,  unlike  the  snowflake,  it  seeks  the  low,  grassy  grounds, 
both  for  food  and  nesting,  being  never  fonnd  among  the  roagh 
bowlders  chosen  for  a  home  by  the  other  species  of  Plectro- 
phnnea, 

^^  Two  nests  which  I  found  were  built  in  tussocks  of  grass,  on 
a  low  ^hummocky'  flat,  between  the  vUlageand  the  main  ridge 
of  Saint  George-s,  sheltered  and  half  concealed  beneath  a  dra- 
pery of  withered  grass.  In  each  case  the  mother-bird  did  not 
fly  away  till  I  almost  stepped  on  the  nest,  when  she  quickly 
disappeared,  in  perfect  silence.  One  nest  contained  four,  and 
the  other  five  eggs,  rather  smaller  than  a  snowflake's,  and  of  a 
rich,  gray-brown  color,  with  deep  shades  of  brown  rnnning 
over  them  in  spots  and  suffused  lines. 

^^  These  nests  werenot  discovered  until  the  7th  of  July,  at  which 
date  the  eggs  in  both  were  perfectly  fresh.  They  were,  proba- 
bly, not  laid  until  about  the  end  of  Jnne.  The  yonng  appear 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  P.  nivalis.  The  males  do  not 
assume  the  distinctive  coloration  of  their  sex  until  the  next 
season.  The  natives  say  that  very  severe  weather  sometimes 
drives  these  birds  away,  although  the  other  Plectrophanes  is 
never  forced  to  leave." 

226.    Corvas  corax,  L.— i?«re«.  "  Var-rone." 

As  noted  in  Mr.  Elliott's  general  introduction,  the  experi- 
ment of  introducing  ravens  was  unsuccessfully  tried  by  the  Rus- 
sians. 

"  The  natives  still  claim  that  if  a  number  of  young  birds  were 
brought  here  and  raised,  they  could  be  induced  to  remain  upon 
the  islands  during  the  whole  season ;  that  the  failure  to  keep 
those  ravens  brought  up  from  Onnalashka,  several  years  ago, 
was  due  to  the  fact  of  their  being  old  birds. 

^<At  Ounalashka  there  is  a  Greek  Catholic  church,  with  a 
small  cupola,  surmounted,  as  is  usual,  by  a  large  crucifix.    Upon 
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this  these  ill-omened,  croaking  birds  perch  at  all  hoars  of  the 
day,  defiling  the  cross  and  tinned  dome-roof  below  them,  with- 
oat  exciting  the  slightest  sense  of  the  ridicaloas  or  impropriety 
among  the  people  there,  the  stranger  only  being  amased." 

341.    Falco  <«acer,  Forst.— Gfyr/a?«m. 

Fa^co  BOceTf  FoRST.  Phil.  Trans.  Ixxii,  423,  (1772.)— Baird. 
Ti'xxks,  Chicago  Acad,  i,  271,  (1869.)--CouES.  Key  N.  A.  Birds, 
2i::.  (1872. 

Finding  nothing  definite  in  M!r.  Elliott's  manascripts  respect- 
ing this  bird,  we  conclude  that  it  does  not  reside  on  the  islands, 
where,  however,  its  casnal  presence  is  attested  by  a  specimen  in 
the  collection  labeled  ^*  Saint  PanPs,  March,  '73."  It  is  a  yoang 
bird,  apparently  in  its  second  year,  which  had  doabtless  wan- 
dered or  been  forced  out  of  its  usual  way. 

However  we  may  interpret  the  relation  subsisting  between  the 
various  forms  of  Hierofalco^  the  name  Falco  sacer  (FoBST.)  is 
specially  pertinent  to  the  present  one,  and  has  priority  over  the 
several  designations  more  frequently  employed.  * 

^<  Hawks,  like  owls,  are  occasionally  seen  on  the  islands,  the 
latter  during  the  winter,  especially.  They  do  not  remain  long, 
and  never  breed,  although  the  natives  on  Saint  George's  stoutly 
assert  that  a  ^  small  brown  owl'  breeds  there.  I  made  unavail- 
ing search  for  it."    Very  probably  the  hawkowl,  {Surnia  uJulaJ) 

396.    Charadrias  folvns,  Q^.—Golden  Plover, 

CharadnusfulvuB,  Gm.    Syst.  Nat.,  i,  687,  (1788.) 

Charadrius  pluvialUy  Horsf.    Trans.  Linn.  Soc,  xii,  187,  (1822.) 

CharadriuB  xanthocheHuSf  Wagler.    Syst.  Av.,  Charad.  sp.  36, 

(1827.) 
Charadriw  taitensis,  Less.    Man.  Orn.  ii,  321,  (1828.) 
Charadrius  virg%nianu9f  Jard.  et  Selb.    111.  ii^  pi.  85,  (drc,  1830.) 
Charadnu8  glau4iopu8f  Forst.    Descr.  An.,  ed.  Licht.,  176,  (1844.) 
Charadrius  virgintcus,  Blyth.    Cat.  B.  Mas.  As.  Soc,  262,  (1849.) 
Charadrius  longipes,  Temmikck. 

Charadrius  auratus  orientalis,  Temm.  et  Schleo.    Fn.  Japonica. 
Charadrius  auratuSf  Schrekk.    Amur  Reise,  410,  (1860.) 
Pluvialis  fulvus,  Schleqel.      Mas.  Pays-Bas,  Cursores^  p.  50, 

(1864.) 
Pluvialis  fulvuSyiaiiensiSy  xanthocheilus,  longipes,  Bp.       Compt. 

Rend..  417,  (1856.) 

The  single  specimen  of  golden  plover  preserved  by  Mr.  Elliott 
is  of  special  interest  and  importsmce,  since  it  is  conclusively 
determined  to  be  the  trae  Asiatic  fulvusj  and  not  the  Korth 
American  var.  virginicus.  This  discovery  represents  an  addi- 
tion to  onrFaunaj  for  C,  fulvus  has  not  hitherto  been  recognized 
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as  ISoTth  American.  We  have  made  the  comparison  with 
nameroas  examples  before  as  from  various  Asiatic  and  Paciflc 
localities,  finding  the  present  specimen  indistinguishable. 
Length,  abont  9.50 ;  wing,  6.40;  tail,  2.60;  tarsns,  1.60 ;  middle 
toe  and  claw,  1.10;  culmen,  .95.  There  is  a  yellowish  soffasion 
about  the  head,  particalarly  along  the  superciliary  line,  which 
is  hardly  to  be  noticed  in  the  ordinary  Xorth  American  bird. 
The  sx>ecimen  was  taken  on  Saint  Paul's,  May  2, 1873.  ^^A  few 
stragglers  land  in  April,  or  early  in  May,  on  their  way  north  to 
breed,  but  never  remain  long.  They  return  in  greater  number 
in  the  latter  part  of  September,  and  grow  fat  upon  the  larvse 
generated  on  the  killing-grounds,  leaving  for  the  south  by  the 
end  of  October." 

406.    Strepsilas  interpres^  li,—Tumatone.    "  Krass-nie  Ko-lit-skie." 

The  numerous  specimens  all  alike  indicate  an  interesting 
approach  to  the  peculiar  features  of  var.  melanocephalusj  in  the 
extent^nd  intensity  of  the  black  areas  on  the  head,  neck,  and 
back.  The  chestnut,  in  fact,  is  reduced  mainly  to  a  scapalar 
patch,  some  edging  of  the  feathers  of  the  interscapular  region, 
and  a  diffuse  area  on  the  wing-coverts.  The  upper  parts  of  the 
body  are  otherwise  black,  relieved  by  the  broad,  pure  white 
area  of  the  lower  back  and  rump,  and  varied  with  white  on  the 
crown  and  cervix.  The  front,  sides  of  head  and  neck,  throat, 
and  entire  breast  are  intense  black,  relieved  by  loral,  gular, 
auricular,  and  latero-cervical  white  areas. 

^^  The  turnstone  arrives  in  flocks  of  thousands  about  the  third 
week  in  July,  and  takes  its  departure  about  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember. It  does  not  breed  here.  On  its  arrival  it  is  quite  poor 
in  flesh,  but,  feeding  upon  the  larvas  and  maggots  of  the  killing- 
grounds,  it  rapidly  gains,  and  at  length  becomes  extraordinarily 
fat — so  fat  that  frequently  it  bursts  open  as  it  falls  to  the  ground 
when  shot  on  wing. 

^^  It  is  a  very  handsome  bird  when  in  full  plumage,  with  its 
bright-red  legs,  snowy,  black-banded  breast,  and  back  tinged 
with  brown  and  green  reflections.  Its  well-known  curious 
actions,  in  pursuit  of  its  ordinary  food,  have  given  it  its  name. 
I  met  with  it  at  sea,  eight  hundred  miles  from  the  nearest  land, 
flying  northwest  toward  the  Aleutiaii  Islands." 

410.    liObipes  liyperborensy  (L.,)  C*^  —Karthem  Phalanp^ 

The  egg  of  this  species,  not  yet  generally  well  known,  pre- 
sents the  following  characters,  taken  from  the  unparalleled 
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scries  iu  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  collected  at  various  points 
in  the  Yukon  and  Anderson  Biver  region :  The  ground  varies 
from  dark  greenish  olive,  or  brownish  olive,  through  various 
lighter  drab  tints,  nearly  to  a  baffy  brown,  occasionallj  to  a 
light  gray.  The  markings  are  usually  heavy  and  bold,  ocnisist- 
ing  of  large  spots,  and  still  larger  blotches  or  splashes  result- 
ing from  their  confluence,  mingled  with  dots  and  scratches  in 
interminable  confusion.  In  general  pretty  evenly  distributed, 
they  often  tend  to  aggregate  about  the  larger  end,  in  rarer  in- 
stances forming  a  perfect  wreath.  In  a  few  instances  all  the 
markings  are  mere  dots.  As  a  rule,  the  size  and  heaviness  of 
the  markings  bear  some  proportion  to  intensity  of  the  ground 
color ;  the  markings  are  dark  bister-brown,  chocolate,  and  some- 
times still  lighter  brown.  The  longest  and  narrowest  egg  of 
several  dozen  measures  1.30  by  only  .75 ;  a  short,  thick  egg 
gives  only  1.10  by  .82 ;  the  average  is  about  1.20  by  .80.  The 
eggs  are  three  or  four  in  number,  oftenest  the  latter,  and  are 
generally  laid  in  June,  oftenest  in  the  latter  half  of  the  month. 
They  are  deposited  iu  a  slight  depression  of  the  ground,  vari- 
ously lined  with  a  little  withered  vegetation. 

'<  A  few  stray  couples  breed  upon  the  islands,  nesting  around 
the  margins  of  the  lakelets.  The  egg  I  was  unable  to  find,  but 
I  secured  several  newly-hatched  young  ones  which  were  very 
pretty  and  interesting.  They  are  only  two  or  three  inches  long, 
with  a  bill  about  a  third  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  no  thicker 
than  an  ordinary  dressing-pin.  The  down  of  the  head,  neck, 
and  upper  parts  is  rich  brownish  yellow,  variegated  with 
brownish  black,  the  crown  being  of  this  color  mixed  with  yel- 
low, and  a  long  stripe  extends  down  the  back,  flanked  with  one 
over  each  hip,  another  across  the  rump,  and  a  shoulder-spot  on 
each  side.  The  under  parts  are  grayish  silvery  white.  This 
bird,  when  startled,  or  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  its  young, 
utters  a  succession  of  sonorous  '  tweeV  sounds,  quickly  repeated, 
with  lon^  intervals  of  silence." 
411.    Phalaropns  falicarins,  ^L.,)  Bo^x.—Red  Phnlarape. 

The  nidification  of  this  species  is  similar  in  all  respects  to 
that  of  L.  hyperborem^  and  the  egg  cannot  be  distinguished 
with  certainty. in  any  given  instance.  They  average,  however, 
somewhat  larger — about  1.25  by  .85.  The  largest  specimen 
measured  1.30  by  .90 ;  the  shortest,  1.15  by  .90.  Kumerous 
specimens,  in  the  Smithsonian  collection,  were  taken  early  in 
July,  at  Franklin  Bay,  on  the  arctic  coast,  by  Mr.  E.  Macfar- 
lane. 
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^'  Though  much  more  abundant  than  the  pieceding,  at  certain 
times,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  red  phalarope  does  not  breed  here. 
It  is  found,  like  the  other,  by  the  marshy  margins  of  the  lake- 
lets, solitary  or  paired,  but  never  in  flocks.  The  earliest  arrivals 
occur  in  June,  but  the  birds  re-appear  in  greatest  number  about 
the  15th  of  August.    They  all  leave  by  the  5th  of  October." 

426  his,  Tringa  crassirostriSt  Temm.  et  ScuLEGm^— Thick-billed  Sand- 
piper,   ''  Ko-lits-kie." 
Tringa  crtufiirostriSj  Temm.  et  Schlegel.    Faana  Japonica,  107, 
pi.  64,  (1846.)  (f )— Dall.   '  Amer.  Nataralist,  tIi,  635,  (Oct, 
1873.)— COUES.    Check-List,  85,  No.  426  6«,  (1873.) 

The  most  interesting  result,  in  some  respects,  of  Mr.  Elliott's 
ornithological  researches  is  the  determination  of  the  occur- 
rence of  this  species  in  abundance  on  the  Prybilov  Islands, 
where  it  breeds.  This  discovery  adds  a  species,  previously  un- 
recognized as  North  American,  to  our  Fauna.  The  announce- 
ment was  lately  made  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Dall,  as  above,  upon  the 
strength  of  one  of  Mr.  Elliott's  earlier  specimens  from  Saint 
Paul's.  This  example  was  identified  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Harting,*  of 
London,  well  known  for  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  investi- 
gations of  the  Limicoline  groups,  to  whom  it  was  transmitted 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Mr.  Elliott's 
later  collections  contain  numerous  specimens,  among  them  sev- 
eral newly-hatched  >oung,  hitherto  probably  unknown.  No 
description  of  the  species  having  been  published  in  this  country, 
we  subjoin  the  following : 

Adultj  in  breeding  plumage.  (No.  04249,  Mus.  S.  I. — 670,  Coll. 
H.  W.  E.— July  22,  1873.  Saint  George's.)— With  somewhat 
the  general  appearance  of  a  Tringa  alpina,  but  the  black  area  on 
the  under  parts  pectoral,  not  abdominal.  Bill  about  as  long  as 
the  head,  straight  to  the  end,t  compressed,  stout,  and  high  at 

*  Deferring  to  this  excellent  authority  on  Limicoline  birds,  and  withont 
a  copy  of  the  work  in  which  Tringa  crasairostris  was  originally  described, 
at  hand,  we  have  presented  it  under  the  same  name.  But  almost  cer- 
tainly it  ia  not  the  bird  described  by  Schlegel  as  Tringa  craaHrotirit  in  the 
Museum  des  Pays-Bas.  The  characters  there  given  are  those  of  a  different 
bird  altogether.  By  no  latitude  of  interpretation  can  they  be  rendered 
applicBMe  to  the  present  species.  In  case  our  bird,  here  described  in  de* 
tail,  be  found  not  the  same  as  the  true  Tringa  crasairostriB,  it  may  appn>> 
priately  be  named  T,  ptilocnemis,  in  allusion  to  the  feathered  tibie.  We 
consider  it  most  nearly  allied  to  Tringa  maritima,  next  to  which  it  mi^ 
take  its  place  in  the  system. 

t  In  other  specimens,  and  usually,  the  bill  isc  onsiderably  longer,  exceed- 
ing the  head,  and  decidedlj;*  decurved  at  the  end.  * 
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tbe  base,  with  very  long  uasal  fosssd,  reaching  to  within  i  inch 
of  the  tip,  and  deep  at  the  base;  the  groove  of  the  under  man- 
dible co-extensive  in  length,  but  linear  throughout.  Feathers 
on  side  6i  under  mandible  extending  beyond  those  on  the 
upper;  the  interramal  feathers  projecting  still  a  little  ways 
farther.  Legs  very  short,  (much  as  in  Tringa  maritima;)  tibial 
feathers  reaching  nearly  or  quite  to  the  suffrago;  tarsus  shorter' 
than  the  bill,  or  than  the  middle  toe  and  claw.  Wings  and 
tail  as  utfual  throughout  the  genus. 

A  coronal  area,  the  upper  back,  interscapular  region  and 
scapulars  black,  completely  variegated  with  rich  chestnut- 
brown,  paler  ochery  brown  and  whitish,  the  body  of  each 
feather  being  black,  with  one  or  another  or  all  of  these  various 
edgings ;  the  coronal  separated  from  the  interscapular  mark- 
ings by  a  grayish-white,  dusky-streaked  cervical  interval. 
Lower  back  and  rump  and  upper  tailcoverts  blackish  brown 
or  grayish  black,  only  varied  with  an  occasional  chestnut-edged 
feather.  Wing-coverts  grayish  brown,  with  narrow  white  edg- 
ing, the  greater  with  broad,  definite  white  tips.  Secondaries 
nearly  all  pure  white,  a  few  of  the  outermost,  and  innermost 
also,  with  grayish-brown  touches  near  the  end.  Primaries 
grayish  brown  with  white  shafts,  except  at  tip,  and  fading  to 
white  on  the  inner  webs  toward  the  base ;  several  of  the  inner- 
most, also,  largely  white  on  the  outer  web,  and  with  definite 
white  tipping.  Central  tail-feathers  brownish  black;  next  pair 
abruptly  paler,  grayish ;  the  rest  white,  or  nearly  so,  with  a 
faint  gray  tint.  Front  and  sides  of  head,  superciliary  line, 
the  tufts  of  flank-feathers,  and  entire  under  parts,  white,  inter- 
rupted on  the  breast  with  a  large  but  not  perfectly  continuous 
nor  well-defined  blackish  area,  and  marked  on  the  upper  breast 
and  sides  with  a  few  narrow,  sharp,  blackish  shaft-lines,  a 
dusky  auricular  patch.  Legs  and  bill  dark.  Length,  appar- 
ently about  9.50  inches;  wing,  about  5;  tail,  2.50;  bill,  1.10 
to  1.40 ;  tarsus,  .90  to  1.00;  middle  toe  and  claw,  1.05  to  1.20. 
'  The  sexes  are  not  distinguishable  by  any  outward  mark.  We 
have  before  us  no  specimen  in  complete  fall-plumage ;  but  one 
taken  June  9,  still  retaining  at  that  date  the  past  season's 
plumage,  for  the  most  part,  enables  us  to  predicate  the 
autumnal  and  winter  vesture.  The  difference  is  entirely  anal- 
ogous to  that  seen  in  various  other  sandpipers.  It  consists  in 
the  great  developrment  and  intensity  of  the  chestnut  edgings  of 
the  feathers  of  the  upper  part,  to  the  restriction  of  their  black 
fields,  and  to  the  exclusion,  nearh^  complete,  of  the  pale  ochery 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ IC 


184  ALASKA. 

and  whitish  edgings  which  make  up  the  characteristic  variega- 
tion of  the  breeding-plumage,  in  the  absence  of  any  dividing 
cervical  interval  between  the  coloration  of  the  crown  and  that 
of  the  back,  and  especially  in  the  strong,  complete  soffasion  of 
the  sides  of  the  head  and  the  whole  throat  with  tawny  brown. 
The  pectoral  area  is  only  indicated  by  scattered  blackish  feath- 
ers, being  in  the  fall  probably  still  more  obscnre,  or  rather  re- 
placed merely  by  a  few  dusky  streaks  or  spots. 

Newly-hatched  youn^j  (taken  earlv  in  July.) — ^These  interesting 
little  creatures,  two  or  three  inches  long,  are  very  prettily 
marked.  The  down  of  the  under  parts  is  silvery  white;  that 
of  the  upper  is  rich  reddish  brown,  varied  with  black,  and 
with  curiously  sharp,  whitish  dots  of  definitely  rounded 
contour,  appearing  like  spots  of  mildew.  Each  such  spot  is 
about  as  large  as  a  pin's  head,  and,  examined  with  a  lens,  is 
seen  to  be  the  enlarged,  circumscribed,  brushy  end  of  a  downy 
plnme,  whence  several  tiny  bristles  project.  Each  such  plume 
is  white  basally,  then  black  for  a  distance,  ending  in  the  whit- 
ish tuft.  The  areas  thus  dotted  correspond,  consequently,  to 
the  areas  of  black  variegation ;  but  there  is,  also,  a  black,  nn- 
dotted  loral  spot,  frontal  line,  and  a  few  other  markings.  The 
bill  is  mostly  black,  very  short  and  slender ;  the  legs  are  com- 
paratively long  and  stout,  and  appear  to  have  been  li^t- 
colored. 

Nearly-fledged^  not  quite  growuj  young^  (taken  late  in  July.)— 
Several  specimens  retaining  down,  or  traces  of  it,  about  the 
head  and  neck,  otherwise  completely  feathered.  The  upper 
parts  are  much  as  in  the  adults  in  the  breeding-season,  as  to 
the  colors  of  the  variegation,  but  the  markings  are  in  eimirie 
curved  lines  rather  than  sharp  V-shaped  patterns,  and  the 
edgings  are  much  narrower.  The  edgings  of  the  wing-ooverts 
have  au  ochery  cast.  The  interior  tail-feathers  have  rusty 
edgings.  The  throat  and  breast  are  more  or  less  suffused  with 
pale  rusty ;  there  is  no  black  |)ectoral  area,  but  the  jugalam, 
breast,  and  sides  have  an  indefinite  number  of  suffused,  dusky 
markings.* 

*  In  Mr.  Harting's  letter  upon  the  sabject,  handed  us  by  Professor  Baird,  to 
whom  it  was  addressed ,  the  following  occurs,  in  sabstance :  T.  orawtnMtrit, 
T.  &  8.,  SCH.,  H.  P.  B.,  eOop.,  1864,  28;  Blak.,  Ibis,  V¥S2,  315-330.— Hab., 
China,  Japan,  Java,  Borneo. — ^Syn.,  8okanicUL$  magtuUf  Qouu>,  P.  Z.S.,  1648, 
39;  B.  Au^t.,  vi,  pi.  33;  Tringa  magna^  Bp.,  C.  R.,  1856;  Tringa  tenuirasirUf 
Gould,  Hdbk.  B.  Aust,  ii,  1865, 280,  {mo  Horsf.,  Linn.  Trans.,  xiii,  1820, 
192,  qticB  Totanus  stagnatiliSf  L.)    "Temmick  &  Schlegel  say,  (?.(?..)* This 

Digitized  by  ^OOQ  IC 


ALASKA. 


185 


The  following  measarements  of  a  namber  of  adalt  specimens 
will  iIlQ8trate  the  size  and  8hai)e,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  the* 
normal  variations  in  dimension  of  the  species : 
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1.  ir> 

1.07 
1.20 
1.10 
1.30 
1.14 
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"This  is  the  only  wader  that  breeds  upon  the  Prybilov 
Islands,  with  the  marked  exception  of  a  stray  couple  now  and 
then  of  Phalarapm  hyperboreus.  It  makes  its  appearance  early 
in  May,  and  repairs  to  the  dry  uplands  and  mossy  hummocks, 
where  it  breeds.  The  nest  is  formed  by  the  bird's  selection  of 
a  particular  mossy  bunch,  and  there  setting.  It  lays  four 
darkly-blotched  pyriform  eggs,  and  hatches  within  twenty  days. 
The  young  come  from  the  shell  in  a  thick  yellowish  down,  with 
dark-brown  markings  on  the  head  and  back,  getting  the  plum- 
age of  their  parents  and  taking  to  wing  as  early  as  the  10th  of 
August ;  and  at  this  season  old  and  young  flock  together  for 
the  first  time,  and  confine  themselves  to  the  sand-beaches  and 
surf-margins  about  the  islands  for  a  few  weeks,  when  they  take 

H>ecie8  belongs  to  the  same  type  as  the  Knot,  (J.  canuttUf)  but  is  mach  more 
robust  in  size,  the  bill  is  longer,  the  tarsi  are  longer,  and  the  toes  more  ro- 
bust,' (this  is  a  mistake;)  'finaUy,  it  differs  in  the  very  different  coloration 
of  the  plumage,  notably  in  the  breeding-season.'"  *  *  *  "It  seems  to 
me  that  the  bird  is  in  every  respect  a  large  dunlin,  (T.  cinoZiM,)  which  it  re- 
sembles much  more  nearly  than  it  does  canutud,  not  only  in  regard  to  the 
structure  of  the  bill  and  feet,  but  in  ^he  character  of  the  breeding-plumage,'' 
&c.  Now,  our  T.  ptiloonemis  bears  a  wonderful  superficial  resemblance  to 
an  overgrown  dunlin,  but  its  affinities,  as  shown  by  thefeaihered  iibiaf  and 
iar8U8  8harter  than  ilw.  middle  toe,  are  entirely  with  T.  marttimtM,  as  already 
said,  and  some  plumages  very  closely  resemble  the  extensively- whitened 
winter-dress  of  the  latter. 
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flight  by  the  1st  or  5th  of  September,  and  disappear  until  the 
opening  of  the  new  season. 

^'  It  is  a  most  devoted  and  fearless  parent,  and  will  flatter  in 
feigned  distress  around  by  the  hour,  uttering  a  low  piping  note 
should  one  approach  its  nest.  It  also  makes  a  sound  exactly  like 
our  tree-frogs,  and  until  I  had  traced  the  matter  to  this  source, 
I  searched  several  weeks  unavailingly  for  the  presence  of  these 
reptiles,  misled  by  the  call  of  this  bird." 

A  set  of  four  eggs  of  this  spec\^s,  the  full  complement,  taken 
by  Mr.  Elliott,*  June  19,  1873,  on  Saint  George's,  are  perhaps 
the  first  specimens  which  have  reached  naturalists ;  certainly 
the  first  we  have  had  in  this  country.  They  appear  to  have 
been  nearly  or  quite  fresh  at  the  date  mentioned.  The  egg  is 
rather  a  peculiar  one ;  of  all  the  sandpiper's  eggs  before  us,  it 
most  resembles  that  of  Tringa  maritima.  The  shape  is  regu- 
larly pyriform,  as  usual  in  this  family.  Measurements  of  the 
four  examples  are:  1.55  x  1.08;  1.52  x  1.05;  1.50  x  1.08;  1.48  x 
1.05.  The  ground  is  nearly  clay-color,  but  with  an  appreciable 
olivaceous  shade;  the  markings  are  large,  bold,  and  numerous, 
of  rich,  burnt-umber  brown,  of  varying  depth,  according  to  the 
quantity  of  the  pigment.  These  surface-markiugs  occur  all 
over  the  shell,  except  the  extreme  point,  and  are  solidly  massed 
by  confluence  on  the  larger  half  of  the  egg;  all  the  markings  are 
strong,  as  if  laid  on  freely  with  a  heavily-charged  brush.  With 
these  surface-spots  occur  numerous  shell-markings  of  the  same 
character,  but,  of  course,  obscure,  presenting  a  stone-gray  or 
purplish  gray  shade ;  some  of  them  look  as  if  the  color  of  the 
surface-spots  had ''  ruu  ^  and  soaked  into  the  olivaceous  drab  of 
the  general-surface. 

*  The  eggs  were  first  discovered  by  Mr.  George  U.  Adams,  agent  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  Company,  Saint  George's  Island.  He,  in  order  that  they  should 
be  identified,  notified  Mr.  Elliott  of  their  position,  who  immediately  shot  the 
parent  and  secured  the  eggs.  Mr.  Elliott  has  had  frequent  occasion  to  ac- 
knowledge the  courtesy  and  facilities  for  natnral-history  work  furnished  by 
the  agents  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  on  both  islands,  Dr.  H.  H. 
Mclntyre  and  Mr.  Adams,  above  mentioned.  To  the  last-named  gentleman 
he  is  especially  indebted  for  many  desiderata.  Mr.  Samuel  Falconer,  assist- 
ant agent,  and  Drs.  Otto  Cramer  and  Meany,  physicians  on  the  two  islands, 
are  also  among  the  few  to  whom  Mr.  Elliott's  grateful  obligations  are  due. 
From  Dr.  Cramer  we  have  reason  to  anticipate  a  very  valuable  and  interest- 
ing paper  upon  the  stomach  and  intestinal  parasites  of  the  fur-seal,  which  be 
was  engaged  upon  when  Mr.  EUiott  took  his  departure  from  the  Islands, 
August  10,  1873. 
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436.  Limosa  uropy^aliSy  Gould.— TT^tte-mmped  OodwiU 

Limosa  uropygialia,  Gould.— Bd.  Trans.  Chicago  Acad.,  i,  320,  pi. 
32,  (1869.)— Dall  aud  Bank.  Ibid,,  293.— Coues.  Key  N.  A., 
Birds  258,  (1872.) 

This  well-known  Old  World  species,  lately  added  to  our 
£aana,  as  above,  is  readily  distinguished  by  the  black  and 
white  barring  of  the  upper  tail-coverts.  In  winter  the  upper 
parts  are  pale  gray,  with  dusky  shaft-lines,  and  the  under  parts 
are  nearly  white — a  condition  never  shown  by  our  other  species. 
In  full  plnmage,  the  white  of  Ihe  rump  and  upper  tail-coverts  is 
more  or  less  tinged  with  rusty,  and  the  upper  parts  are  brown- 
ish black,  everywhere  variegated  with  rusty.  Bills  of  different 
specimens  before  us  range  in  length  from  3^  to  ^  inches;  those 
of  the  adults  are  mostly  dark,  but  in  the  young  fnlly  the  basal 
half  is  light-colored — dull  whitish  in  the  dried  state. 

Mr.  Elliott  did  not  take  the  eggs  of  this  species,  but  two 
examples  were  secured  by  Mr.  Dall,  June  18, 1868,  at  Kutlik, 
Alaska.  .These  differ  as  much  from  each  other  as  eggs  of  this 
species  do  from  those  of  other  species.  The  ground  of  one  is 
quite  greenish  olive  j  of  the  other,  pale  olive-gray.  In  the 
former,  the  markings  are  all  sabdued  neutral  tints,  apparently 
in -the  shell ;  in  the  latter,  the  markings  are  nearly  all  on  the 
surface,  and  quite  bright  chocolate-brown.  In  both  cases  the 
markings  are  numerous  and  of  indeterminate  shape,  mostly 
small,  and  generally  distributed,  though  tending  to  aggregate 
at  the  butt,  where  alone  they  lose  their  distinctness  in  coalesc- 
ing to  form  a  splashed  area.    Size,  2.20  x  1.45 ;  2.25  x  1.50. 

"  Migratory  only,  never  breeding  here.  Comes  in  a  strag- 
gling manner  early  in  May,  passing  northward  with  little  de- 
lay, and  re-appears  toward  the  end  of  August  in  flocks  of  a 
dozen  to  fifty." 

440.  Heteroscelns  Incanns,  (Gm.)  Coves,— Wandering  Tattler, 

Soolopax  inoanCf  Gmel.    Syst.  Nat.,  i,  658,  (1788.) — Lath.    Ind. 

Om.,  it,  724,  (1790.) 
Totanue  incanue,  Vieill.    Diet.  Detorv.,  vi,  400,  (1816.) 
Meteroecelue  incanus,  CouES.    Key  N.  A.  Birds,  261,  (1872.) 
Tringa  glareolaj  Pall.    Zoog.  Rosao-As.,  ii,  194,  pi.  60,  (1811.) 
Totantts  brevipeSf  Vieill.    Diet.  Deter  v.,  vi,  400,  (1816.)— Cass. 

Pr.  A.  N.  S.,  viii,40,  (1856.) 
Heteroscelus  brevipes,  Bairp.    B.  N.  A.,  734,  pi.  88,  ( 1858.)— Dall. 

Tr.  Chic.  Acad.,  i,  293,  (1869.) 
Totanus  fuliginoeua,  Gould.    Voy.  Beagle;  Birds,  130,  (1841.)— 

Gray.I  G.  of  B.,  ill,  pi.  154. 
JSoolopax  undulata,  Forst.  .Descr.  Auim.,  ed.  Licbt.,  173,  (1344.) 
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TotanuB  pulverulentus,  MDll.    Yerhand.,  153,  ( 1844.>-"ScHLBOELy 

Faana  Japan,  pi.  65. 
ToianuB  oeeanicut,  Less.    Comp.  Bnff.,  244,  (1847.) 
Totanu8  polyne9ia,  Peals.    Toy.  Vino,  and  Peac. ;  Birds,  237, 

(1848.) 
Totanus  griseopygius,  Gould.    B.  Anst.,  vi,  pi.  38. 
Gamftetto  hreripea,  fuliginosaf  pulvtrultnia,  oceamoa,  priaee^pyfM, 

Bonaparte. 

Two  specimens  are  contained  in  Mr.  Elliott's  collections. 

Migratory  regnlarly,  but  does  not  breed  here.  It  comes  every 
year  early  in  June,  and  subsequently  re-appears  toward  the 
end  of  July,  when  it  may  be  obtaiued  on  the  rocky  beaches. 
It  never  visits  the  uplands,  and  is  a  very  shy  and  quiet  bird. 

443.  Nameniiis  borealis*  (Forst.)  Lath.— JS^guimma;  Curlew. 

This  curlew  only  visits  the  Prybilov  Islands  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Limosa.  It  breeds,  apparently  in  great  numbers,  in 
the  Anderson  Biver  region,  to  judge  from  the  numerous  sets  of 
eggs  iu  the  Smithsonian  forwarded  by  Mr.  B.  Macfarlane.  The 
usual  nest-complement  is  four,  made  up  usually  the  third  week 
in  June.  The  nest  is  placed  on  a  barren  plain,  and  made  of 
decayed  leaves  placed  under  the  eggs  in  a  depression  of  the 
ground.  The  eggs  vary  to  the  great  extent  usual  among 
waders.  The  ground  is  olive-drab,  either  tending  more  to 
green,  to  gray,  or  to  brown  in  different  instances.  The  mark- 
ings are  always  numerous  and  bold,  of  the  dark  chocolate, 
bister,  and  sepia  browns  of  different  depths,  together  with  the 
usual  stone-gray  shell-markings.  These  always  tend  to  aggre- 
gation at  the  larger  end,  or,  at  least,  are  more  numerous  on  the 
major  half  of  the  egg,  though  the  distribution  is  sometimes 
nearly  uniform,  and  in  no  instance  is  the  small  end  entirely  ^ree 
from  spots.  In  one  set  the  large  end  is  almost  completely  occu- 
pied by  a  dense  confluenceof  very  dark  markings.  The  smallest, 
and  at  the  same  time  shortest,  egg  measures  only  1.90  x  1.40 ; 
the  longest  and  narrowest,  2.12  x  1^;  an  average  egg  is 
2.00  X  1.45. 

We  may  refer,  in  this  connection,  to  a  species  of  curlew  lately 
ascertained  to  inhabit  Alaska,  as  one  which  may  be  expected 
to  occur  also  on  the  Prybilov  Islands.  This  interesting  addi- 
tion to  our  fauna  is  the  Xumenius  femoralis  of  Peale — a  species 
about  as  large  as  N.  ht^sonieusj  and  somewhat  resembling  it, 
but  readily  distinguished  by  the  curious  lung  bristly  filaments 
which  tip  the  abdominal  feathers,  and  other  characters.    A 
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male  specimen  was  takeu  by  F.  Bischoff  at  Fort  Kenai,  Alaska, 
May  18,  1869,  and  is  now  in  the  Smithsonian.  (See  Vigors, 
Zool.  Jonm.,  ir,  366 ;  and  Zool.  Voy.  Blossom,  28.) 

A  single  siiecimen  only  of  the  Esquimaux  cnrlew  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Elliott  on  Saint  Paul's  Island,  June,  1872.  None  other 
than  this  one  was  seen  by  bim. 

482.  Plailacte  eanaffiea,  (Ssvast.)  Bann.— jE^mperor  Goose,    Painted 

Gooae. 
Anas  canagica,  8eva6T.    Nov.  Act.  Acad.  St.  Peters.,  xiii,  346,  pi. 

10,  (1W)0.) 
Jnser  canagicuBf  Brakdt.     BnH.  So.  St.  Peters.,  i,  37,  (1836.) 

Brandt.    Descr.  et  lo.  An.  Bobbo-Ab.,  7, pi.  1,  (1836.) 
Chloepkaga  canckgica,  Bonap.    Comptes  Rendns,  (1856.)— Baird. 

R  N.  A.,  768,  (1858.)— Daix  and  Bann.    Trans.  Chic.  Acad., 

i,  296,  (1869.)— Dall.    Proc.  Cala.  Acad.,  (Feb.,  1873.) 
Philacte.  canagica.  Bank.    Ppoc.  Phila.  Acad.,  131,  (1870.)— 

CoUES.    Key,  283,  (1872.) 

A  set  of  five  eggs,  taken  by  Mr.  Dall  in  Kdselvak  Slongh, 
Jnue  20, 1868  are  much  elongated  and  nearly  eqaal  at  either 
end.  The  color  is  wbite,  but  with  fine  pale-bro^n  dotting,  giv- 
ing a  general  light  dirty-brown  aspect.  Specimens  measure 
3.33  X  3.10 ;  3.40  x  2.90,  &c. 

^*  Visits  Uie  islands  only  as  a  straggler,  sometimes  landing 
so  exhausted  that  the  natives  capture  a  whole  flock  in  open 
chase  over  the  grass,  the  birds  being  unable  to  use  their  wings 
for  flight.  I  found  the  flesh  of  this  bird,  contrary  to  report,  free 
from  any  unpleasant  flavor,  and,  in  fact,  very  good.  The  objec- 
tionable quality  is  only  skin-deep,  and  may  be  got  rid  of  by  due 
care  in  the  preparation  of  the  bird  for  the  table.'' 

Mr.  DalFs  interesting  note  may  be  appended,  in  further  illus- 
tration of  the  history  of  this  species : 

'<  This  magnificent  bird  abounds  in  profasion  in  the  Ktiselvak 
Slough,  or  mouth  of  the  Yukon,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
species.  My  endeavors  to  reach  that  point  being  unavailing, 
I  was  obliged  to  do  my  best  to  obtain  specimens  elsewhere.  It 
is  quite  scarce  around  the  Kwichpak  Slough  and  on  the  sea- 
coast.  By  offering  a  large  reward,  I  obtained  four  fine  speci- 
mens from  the  marshes  around  Kutlik.  It  is  the  largest  of  the 
geese  of  the  country,  and  the  delicate  colors  of  the  body,  with 
the  head  and  nape  snow-white,  tipped  with  rich  amber-yellow, 
are  a  beautiful  sight.  The  eye  is  dark-brown ;  feet,  flesh-color. 
The  eggs  are  larger  and  longer  than  those  of  A.  gambelij  and 
rather  brown  fulvous,  the  color  being  in  minute  dots.    It  lays 
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on  the  ground,  like  the  other  geese.  The  Eskimo  name  is 
NachovDthHuk.  The  raw  flesh  and  skin  have  an  intolerable  odor 
of  garlic,  which  renders  it  a  very  disagreeable  task  to  skin 
them,  but  when  cooked  this  entirely  passes  away,  and  the  flesh 
is  tender  and  good  eating. 

''This  goose  arrives  aboat  June  1,  or  earlier,  according  to  the 
season.  As  soon  as  the  eggs  are  hatched  the  birds  begin  to 
molt.  I  saw  half-molted  specimens  at  Pastolik,  July  29, 
1867.  It  remains  longer  than  any  other  goose,  lingering  untQ 
the  whole  sea-coast  is  fringed  with  ice,  feeding  on  MytUus  edm- 
lis  and  other  shell-fish,  and  has  been  seen  as  late  as  November 
1  by  the  Russians.  It  usually  goes  in  pairs,  or  four  or  five 
together,  rather  than  in  large  flocks.  Its  note  is  shriller  and 
clearer  than  that  of  A,  gambeli  or  B.  hutchinsij  and  it  is  shyer 
than  the  other  geese,  except  the  black  brant." 

According  to  Mr.  Dalt,  the  emperor-goose  does  not  occur  in 
the  Aleutian  Islands  from  Ounalashka  eastward. 

485a.    Branta  canadensis^  var.  lencopareia,  (Brdt.)  Coues.— 

White-oollared  gooie,     "  Chornie  Goose/' 
Anser  canadensis,  Pazxas,  nee  auct.  Zoog.  Bosso-As.,  ii,  230,  (1811.) 
Anser  Jeucopareius,  Brandt.    Ball.  Ao.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  i,  37, 

(1836.)  Brandt.  Desor.  et  lo.  Anim.  Rosso-Ab.,  13,  pi.  2,  (183&) 
JBemicJa  leuoopareia,  Cassin.    III.  272,.  pi.  45,  (1855.)— Bd.  B.  N. 

A.,  764,  (1858.)— Dall.  Trans.  Chio.  Acad.,  i,  295,  (1869.)  / 
Branta  Imoopareia,  Gray.  Hand -list,  iii,  76,  No.  10580,  (1871.) 
Branta  canadensis  var.  Uucopareia,  Coues.    Key  284,  Fig.  185  b, 

(1872.) 

There  is  no  reasonable  question  that  this  is  anything  more  than 
a  race  of  the  common  B.  canadensis.  The  supposed  specific  char- 
acters, not  very  tangible  at  best,  are  not  entirely  constant 

According  to  Mr.  Dall,  this  goose  is  abundant  on  the  coast 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Yukon,  where  it  breeds,  but  it  is  rare 
at  Nulato  or  farther  inland.  The  eggs  were  obtained  at  Pasto- 
lik. 

''  Occasionally  straggles  to  the  islands  in  small  squads  of  ten 
to  thirty,  evidently  driven  by  high  winds  from  their  customary 
line  of  migration  along  the  mainland.  Though  not  breeding 
here,  it  spends,  occasionally,  weeks  at  a  time  on  the  lakelets 
and  uplands,  before  taking  flight  either  north  or  south,  as  the 
season  may  be.'' 

488.  Anas  bosebas,  (h,)'-MaUard, 

**A  pair  bred  during  the  season  of  1872,  on  Polavina  Lakelet, 
Saint  Paul's  Island,  and  several  were  observed  later  in  tbe- 
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fall.    The  mallard  was  also  noted  on  Saint  George's  Island,  but 
it  is  certainly  not  a  regular  visitor  of  either  island." 

492.  Mareca  penelopCy  (L.)  Bv,— Widgeon, 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  widgeon  which  visits  the 
Prybilov  Islands  is  not  M.  americanaj  which  would  have  been 
anticipated,  but  the  truQ  M.  penelape^  as  Mr.  Elliott's  specimens 
attest. 

''It  is  seldom  seen,  never  in  pairs^  does  not  breed  on  the 
islands,  and  apparently  the  few  individuals  noted  during  two 
years'  observation  were  wind-bound  or  astray. 

508.    Harelda  fflaeialis,  (L.)  Lbacu.— Xoti^-taiZed  Duck.    "  Saafka." 

''Common  and  resident.  It  breeds  on  the  lakelets  and  sloughs 
of  Saint  Paul's,  in  limited  numbers. 

"This  is  a  very  noisy  bird,  particularly  in  the  spring,  when, 
with  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  it  comes  into  the  open  reaches 
of  water  with  its  peculiar,  sonorous,  and  reiterated  cry  of  ah- 
nadh-ncUthyah^  which  rings  cheerfully  upon  the  ear  after  the 
silence  and  desolation  of  an  ice-bound  arctic  winter." 

The  eggs  of  this  species,  according  to  the  sets  before  me,  are 
six  or  seven  in  number,  of  the  usual  shape  and  smooth  texture 
of  shell;  one  set  is  more  decidedly  pale  greenish  than  the  other, 
which  is  lighter,  and  rather  gray,  slightly  inclining  to  creami- 
ness.  They  measure  2.20x1.50,  down  to  1.90x1.40.  One  set 
was  taken  June  22,  the  other  July  5. 

510.    Hlstiionlcus  torqnatns  (L.)  Bp.^Harlequin  Duck. 

"Common  on  and  around  the  island  shores,  idly  floating 
amid  the  surf  in  flocks  of  fifty  or  sixty,  or  basking  and  preen- 
ing on  the  beaches  and  outlying  rocks.  It  may  be  seen  all  the 
year  round,  excepting  only  when  forced  away  by  the  ice-floes. 
Its  neat,  however,  eluded  my  search ;  and,  although  I  am  quite 
confident  that  it  breeds  on  either  the  rocky  beaches  or  the  high 
ridges  inland,  the  natives  themselves  were  equally  ignorant  of 
its  eggs. 

"  My  experience  of  this  bird,  it  will  be  observed,  differs  from 
Mr.  Dall's,  who  states  that  it  'is  an  essentially  solitary  species, 
found,  alone  or  in  pairs,  only  in  the  most  retired  spots,  on  the 
small  rivers  flowing  into  the  Yukon,  where  it  breeds.'  (Trans. 
Chicago  Acad.j  i,  298.)  I  did  not  And  it  particularly  wild  or 
shy,  and  numbers  are  killed  by  the  natives  every  fall  or  spring. 
It  is  a  remarkably  silent  bird ;  I  heard  from  it  no  cry  what- 
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ever  during  the  whole  year.  It  is  a  most  gregarious  duck ;  sol- 
itary pairs  never  stray  away  from  the  flock.  The  females  seem 
to  outnumber  the  males,  two  to  one." 

511.    Somateria  stelleri*  (Pall.)  Newt.— 5/ener'«  Eider. 
Anas  sUlleri,  Pall.    Spic.  Zool.,  vi.  35,  pi.  5,  (1769.) 
Clangula  atelleri,  BoiE.    Isis,  564,  ( 182*2.) 
Fuligula  sfelleri,  Bp.    Syn.  B.  U.  S.  394,  (1828.) 
Macropua  stdleri,  Nutt.    Man.,  ii,  451,  (1834.) 
Folysiieta  atelleri,  Eyton.    Hist.  Brit.  B.,  79,  (1836.)— Bd.    B.  K. 

A.,  801,  (1858.) 
Enioanetta  stelleri,  Gray.    List  Gen.  of  B.,  95,  (1840.) 
Harelda  atelleHj  Keys,  et  Bias.    Wirb.  Europ.,  230,  (1840.) 
Henioonetta  etelleri,  Agass.    Ind.  Univ.,  178,  (1846.) 
Somateria  atellerif  Newt.    P.  Z.  S.,  400,  (1861.)— CouES.  Key, 291, 

(1872.) 
Ana9  diapar,  Sparrm.    Mas.  Carls.,  pi.  vii,  Tiii,  (1786.) 
Euligula  dUpar,  Stbph.    Shaw's  Gen.  ZooL,  xii,  206,  (1824.) 
Stelleria  dispar,  Bp.    Comp.  List  B.  Enr.  and  N.  A.,  57,  (1838.) 
Anas  occidua,  Bonn,  et  Tieill.    Ency.  Met.,  i,  130,  (1823.) 

^^A  few  of  these  dacks  were  obser\^ed,  but  not  secured,  on 
Saint  Paul's,  in  toe  spring  of  1872.  Two  were  shot  at  the  East 
Poiut,  Saint  George's,  the  same  year.    It  is  only  a  straggler." 

As  several  experienced  ornithologists  have  stated,  Stellei's 
duck  is  a  true  eider  in  all  essential  respects.  Various  views  of 
its  systematic  position  which  have  been  entertained  are  indi- 
cated by  the  foregoing  syuonymy. 

An  egg  of  Steller's  duck,  in  the  Smithsouian,  from  the  Peters- 
burg Museum,  through  H.  E.  Dresser,  esq.,  collected  in 
Kamtschatka,  measures  2.20  x  1.60,  aud  is  like  that  of  the  com- 
mon eider  in  shape,  color,  and  texture  of  shell. 

534.  Oraenlns  bierlstatus,    (Pall.)   Gray.     Bed-faced   CcrmormkU 

"  Oreel." 
f  Bed-faced  Cormorant  or  Sliag,  Pexkaxt  d>  Latham.  (Arot  Zool., 

11,  584  ;  Gen.  Syn.  vi,  601.    Kamtscbatka.) 
f  Pelicanus  urile,  Gm.    Syst.  Nat.,  1,  575,  (178S.)— Lath.    Ind. 

Om.  ii,  888,  (1790.) 
Phalacrooorax  hicriatatuSt  Pall.     Zoog.  Rosso- As.,  ii,301,  pi.  75, 

f.  2,  (1811.) 
Graculua  biaiatatuaf  Gray.    Gen.  of  Birds.    Hand-list,  iii,  128, 

No.  11129.— Bd.    Tr.  Chic.  Acad.,  1,  .321,  pi.  '33,  (1809.)— Dall, 

&  Bann.  Ibid.,  302.— CouES.    Key,  304,  (1872.) 
Urile  bicriaiatuH  Bp.,jparfim.    Comp.  A  v.,  11,175,(1851.) 
^*  PhAlacrooora '  ^.Jagicus,  Pall.''    Zoog.  Roaeo-As.,  ii,  303,  pi 

76,  (1811.) 

The  cormorant,  which  swarms  on  the  Prybilov  Islands,  ap- 
pears to  be  unquestionably  the  bird  of  Pallas,  which  is  most 
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probabl}^  the  red-faced  cormorant,  P.  urile,  of  earlier  authors. 
In  adult  plamage  it  is  readily  recognized  by  the  naked  red 
skin  which  entirely  surronnds  the  base  of  the  bill,  somewhat 
carmicnlate,  and  the  blue  base  of  the  under  maudible,  as  well 
as  by  the  other  points  noticed  in  the  later  treatises  above 
qaoted.  In  the  gieat  confusion  subsisting  among  authors  re- 
specting the  North  Pacific  cormorants,  we  do  not  venture  to 
cite  several  names  more  or  less  probably  synonymous. 

Several  eggs  of  this  cormorant,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Elliott,  are 
covered  with  the  white,  chalky  incrustation,  in  a  maximum 
amount  of  depth  and  irregularity,  the  shell  being  very  pale 
bluish  beneath.  They  measure  about  2^  inches  long  by  1^  wide, 
being  thus  narrowly  elongate,  though  little  more  pointed  at 
one  end  than  at  the  other.  They  are  all  much  soiled  with  the 
filth  of  the  nest. 

^'  This  cormorant,  the  only  one  of  its  tribe  visiting  the  Seal 
Islands,  is  a  common  bird,  and  is  found  the  whole  year  round. 
The  terrible  storms  in  Febi:uary  and  March  are  unable  to  drive 
the  ^^shag"  away  from  the  sheltered  cliffs  of  the  island,  while 
all  other  species,  even  the  big  northern  gull,  depart  for  the  open 
water  south. 

''  It  comes  on  to  the  cliffs  to  make  its  nest  and  la}-,  the  earliest 
of  the  birds  in  this  sea.  Two  eggs  were  taken  from  a  nest  on 
the  reef,  Saint  Paul's  Island,  June  1, 1872,  which  is  over  three 
weeks  in  advance  of  the  other  water-fowl,  almost  without  ex- 
ception. The  nest  is  large,  carefully  rounded  up,  and  built  upon 
some  jutting  point  or  narrow  shelf  along  the  face  of  a  cliff  or 
bluff;  in  its  construction  sea-ferns,  {SertularidcBj)  grass,  &c., 
are  used,  together  with  a  cement  made  largely  of  their  excre- 
ment. 

^'  The  eggs  are  usually  three  in  number,  sometimes  four,  and, 
compared  with  the  size  of  the  bird,  are  very  small.  They  are 
oval,  of  a  dirty,  whitish  gray,  green,  and  blue  color,  but  soon 
become  soiled ;  for  although  the  bird's  plumage  is  sleek  and 
bright,  yet  it  is  exceedingly  slovenly  and  filthy  about  the  nest. 
The  young  come  from  the  shell  at  the  expiration  of  three 
weeks'  incubation,  without  feathers,  and  almost  bare  even  of 
down.  They  grow  rapidly,,  being  fed  by  the  old  birds,  who 
eject  the  contents  of  their  stomachs,  such  as  small  fish,  crabs, 
and  shrimps  all  over  and  around  the  nest.  In  about  six  weeks 
the  young  cormorant  can  take  to  its  wings,  being  then  fully  as 
large  and  heavy  as  the  parents;  but  it  is  not  until  the  beginning 
of  its  second  year  that  it  has  the  bright  plumage  and  metallic 
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gloss  of  tbe  adalt,  wearing,  daring  the  first  year,  a  dall  drab- 
brown  coat,  with  the  brilliant  colors  of  the  base  of  the  bill  and 
gnlar  sac  subdued. 

<'  This  shag  is  a  bold  and  very  inquisitive  bird,  and  otters  no 
sound  whatever  except  when  flying  over  and  around  a  boat  or 
ship,  which  apparently  has  a  magnetic  power  of  attraction  tor 
them.  When  they  are  hovering  and  circling  around  in  this 
way,  I  have  heard  alow,  droning  croak  come  from  them. 

^'  The  cormorant  cannot  be  called  a  bird  of  graceful  action  at 
any  place,  either  on  the  wing  or  on  shore.  Its  flight  is  a  quick 
beating  of  the  wings,  (which  are  nsaally  more  or  less  ragged,) 
with  the  neck  and  head  stretched  out  horizontally  to  the  full 
length.  It  is  exceedingly  inquisitive,  flying  around  again 
and  again  to  satisfy  its  curiosity,  but  never  alighting  on  a  boat 
or  ship,  though  coming  close  enongh  sometimes  to  be  almost 
touched  by  hand.  It  is  very  dirty  on  the  rocks,  and  doea  not 
keep  its  nest  in  tidy  trim  like  the  gulls;  but  in  regard  to 
its  plumage,  it  cannot  be  surpassed,  or  even  equaled,  by 
any  bird  of  Bering  Sea  for  brilliant  gloss  and  glittering 
sheen.  It  fairly  shimmers,  when  in  the  sunlight,  with  deep 
bronze  and  purple  reflections^  as  though  clothed  in  steel  armor. 

'^  In  their  stomachs  I  have  found  almost  invariably  the  re- 
mains of  small  fish  and  a  coil  of  worms,  (N^einatoda.) 

'^  As  this  bird  is  found  during  the  whole  winter,  in  spite  of 
severe  weather,  perched  on  the  sheltered  bluffs,  the  natives  re- 
gard it  with  a  species  of  affection,  for  it  furnishea  the  onlysup- 
ply  that  they  can  draw  upon  for  fresh  meat,  soups,  and  stews, 
always  wanted  by  the  sick ;  and  were  the  shags  sought  after 
throughout  the  year,  as  they  are  during  the  short  spell  of 
intensely -bitter  weather  that  occurs  in  severe  winters,  driving 
the  other  water-fowl  away,  they  would  certainly  be  speedily  ex- 
terminated. They  are  seldom  shot,  however,  when  anything 
else  can  be  obtained." 

Diomedea  bracbyuroy  TKMM.—Short-iaUed  Albatross. 

*«  Twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  when  whaling-vessels  were 
reaping  their  rich  harvests  in  Bering  and  the  Arctic  Seas,  the 
*  albatross  was  often  seen  about  the  islands,  feeding  upon  the 
whale-carrion  whichmight  drifton shore.  But  with  theldecrease 
of  the  whale-fishery  the  birds  have  almost  disappeared.  Only 
a  single  individual  was  noted  during  my  two  years'  residence. 
This  was  taken  by  Dr.  Meany,  on  the  north  shore  of  Saioft 
George's. 
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'<  It  is  common  aroand  OanalasUka  Island,  where  I  saw  a 
large  number,  on  my  way  to  San  Francisco,  in  August,  1873." 

582a.  Fnlmams  glaeialis  var.  rodgersi,  (Cass.)  Covins,— Bothers' b 

Fulmar,    "  Lupus." 
Fulmarun  rodgersH,  Cass.  Proc,  Phila.  Acad.,  290,  (1862.)— Couks. 

op.  ctf.,  29,  ( 18660— Baird.    Tr.  Chicago  Acad.,  i,  323,  pi.  34, 

fig.  1,  (1869.)~Dall  et  Bann.    IbW,,  303. 
Fulmarus  gladalie  var.  rodgerai,  Coces. — Key  N.  A.  Birdt),  327, 

(1872.) 

Distinguished  from  the  ordinary  fulmar  by  the  restriction  of 
the  darker  slate-gray  mantle,  most  of  the  wing-coverts  and  some 
of  the  secondaries  being  white. 

An  egg  of  this  fulmar,  procured  by  Mr.  Elliott,  is  much  more 
elongate  than  the  only  specimen  of  F,  glucialia  before  me,  and 
the  shell  is  even  rougher  than  in  the  latter,  with  innumerable 
raised  points  and  minute  fossee.  It  measures  2.90  in  length  by 
1.90  in  breadth,  and  is  scarcely  more  pointed  at  one  end  than 
at  the  other.  The  color  is  white,  much  soiled,  in  this  instance, 
with  adventitious  yellow  discoloration.  The  description  applies 
to  the  whole  of  a  large  series  examined. 

"  This  is  the  only  representative  of  the  Procellarinw  1  have 
seen  on  or  about  the  Prybilov  Islands.  It  repairs  to  the  cliffs, 
especially  on  the*  south  and  east  shores  of  Saint  George's, 
comes  very  early  in  the  season,  and  selecting  some  rocky 
shelf,  secure  from  all  enemies  save  man,  where,  making  no  nest 
whatever,  it  lays  a  single  large,  white,  oblong-oval  egg,  and 
immediately  commences  the  duty  of  incubating.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  devoted  of  all  water-fowl  to  its  charge,  for  it  will  not 
be  scared  from  the  egg  by  any  demonstration  that  may  be 
made  in  the  way  of  throwing  rocks  or  yelling,  and  will  even 
die  as  it  sets  rather  than  take  to  flight,  as  I  have  frequently 
witnessed. 

"The  fulmar  lays  by  1st  to  5th  of  June.  The  egg  is  very 
palatable,  fully  equal  to  that  of  our  domestic  duck— even 
better.  The  natives  lower  themselves  over  the  cliffs,  and 
gather  a  largo  number  of  eggs  every  season  on  Saint  George's 
Island.* 

*  But  it  is  hazardous  work,  aod  these  people  on  St.  George  seldom  gather, 
more  than  they  want  at  the  time  of  taking.  The  sensation  experienced  by 
the  writer,  who  has  dangled  over  these  precipices  on  a  slight  thong  of 
raw-hide,  with  the  surf  boiling  three  or  four  hundred  feet  below,  and  loose 
rocks  rattling  down  from  above,  anyone  of  which  was  liable  to  destroy  life, 
is  one  not  to  be  expressed  by  language,  and  which,  I  think,  quite  sufficient 
excuse  fortbe  natives  to  be  content  with  just  as  few  eggs  as  possible. — H.  W.E. 
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"  The  Lupus  uever  flies  in  flocks;  it  pairs  early,  aud  is  then 
exceedingly  quiet.  I  have  never  heard  it  utter  a  sound  save  a 
low,  droning  croak,  when  disgorging  food  for  its  young. 

"  !rhe  chick  comes  out  a  perfect  puff-ball  of  white  down, 
gaining  its  first  plumage  in  about  sis  weeks.  It  is  a  dull  gray, 
black  at  first,  but  by  the  end  of  the  season  it  becomes  like  the 
parents  in  coloration,  only  much  darker  on  the  back  and  scap- 
ularies. 

"  They  are  the  least  edible  of  all  the  birds  about  the  islands. 
Like  others  of  the  family,  they  vomit  up  the  putrid  contents 
of  their  stomachs  upon  the  slightest  provocation." 

540.  Stercorarins  pomatorbinns,  yisiLL.—PomarineJager,    '*£az- 

boi-nik." 
Larue  parasiticus^  Mey.  et  Wolf.  Tasch.  Dcutscb.,  11, 490,  (1810.) 
Laru8  crqnda tus,  G  M.    L.  N. ,  i,  602,  ( 1788. )    (Qn.  tea  Stere.  striaius 

Briss.) 
Lestria  siriaiuSj  EYTO?f.    Br.  Birds,  53. 
Stercorarins  pomarinus,  Vieill.    Koav.  Diet.  d'Hist.  Nat.,  xxxii, 

158,  (1819.)— COCES.    Proc.  Phil.  Acad.,  129,  (1863.) 
Stercorarius  pomatorhinus,  CouES.    Key,  309,  (1672.) 
Cataractes  pomarinuSf  Stefh.    GeD.  Zool.,  xiii,  216,  pi.  24,  (1825.) 
Coprotheres pomarinufffRTACWf  Syst.Ar.,52,  (1580.) 
Cataracies  parasita  var.  camischatica^  Pall.\j*.    Zoog.  Roeso-As., 

ii,  312,(1811.) 

"A  rare  visitor.  The  specimen  secured  was  the  only  one 
seen  on  the  islands.  It  was  found  on  the  high,  mossy  uplands, 
perched  in  a  listless  attitude  on  a  tussock  of  grass." 

541.  Stereorarius  parasillcus,  (BrCnn.)  Gray.— Parasitic  Jdgcr. 

Catharacta  parasiticq,  BkCnn.    Orn.  Bor.,  37,  (1764.) 
Larus parasiticus,  Linn.    Syst.  Kat.,  i,  226,  (1760.) 
Cataractes parasite,  Paix.    Zoog.  E.  A.,  ii,  310,  (1811.) 
Lestris parasitay  Illiger.    Prod.,  273,  (1811.) 
Lestris parasitica.  Keys  et  Blas.    Wirb.  Eur.,  1,  240,  (1840.) 
Stereorarius  parasiticus,  Gray.   Gen.  of  B.,  10, 652,  (1849.) — Lawr. 
B.  N.  A.,  839,  (1858.)— CouES.    Pr.  Phila.  Acad.,  133,  (1863.)- 
Dall  et  Bank.    Tr.  Chicago  Acad.,  1,  303,  (1869.) 
Lestris  richardsoni,  Sw.    F.  B.  A.,  11,  433,  pi,  73,  (1831.) 
Stereorarius  richardsoniy  Coues.     Proo.  Phila.  Acad.,  135,  (1863.) 
Cataractes  richardsani,  Macgillivray.  Man.  Orn.,  ii,  257,  (1842.) 
Catharacta  ooprotKeres,  BrOnx.     Orn.  Bor.,  3d,  (1764.) 
Lestria  ooprotheres,  DbsMurs.    Traits  Ool.,  551,  (1860.) 
Stereorarius  crepidatus,  Vieill.     Nouv.  Diet.,  xxxii,  155,  (1619.) 

(NotofOmelin.) 
Lestris  crepidata,  Dbgland.    Mem.  Soc.  Hoy.  Lille,  108,  (1838.) 
Stercoranus  ccpphus,  Sw.    F.  B.  A.,  ii,  432,  (1831.) 
Lestris  hardyi  et  spinicauda,  Bp.    Consp.  Av.,  ii,  210,  (1856.) 
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"  I  have  seen  bat  four  or  five  examples  of  this  species,  which 
may  be  rated  as  an  infrequent  visitor.  It  may  be  found  upon 
the  grassy  uplands,  where  it  will  alight  and  stand  dozing  in  an 
indolent  attitude  for  hours.  No  one  of  the  three  species  of 
Stercorarim  was  observed  to  breed  here." 

Numerous  eggs  of  this  species  from  the  barren  grounds  of 
the  Anderson  Eiver  region,  and  the  arctic  coast  to  the  east- 
ward,  offer  the  following  characters:  The  ground  color  is  as 
various,  and  of  the  same  shades,  as  that  already  mentioned 
under  head  of  Numenius  borealis,  and  in  fact  the  whole  aspect 
of  the  eggj  markings  included,  is  quite  similar.  But  although 
pointed,  they  have  not  the  peculiar  pyriform  shape  usual  among 
liniicolce,  I  find  no  specimens  heavily  marked  at  the  butt, 
though  the  tendency  is  to  a  wreath  by  confluence  around 
the  larger  end.  In  some  specimens  the  markings  are  all  small 
and  scratchy,  and  distributed  with  "uniform  irregularity  "over 
the  whole  surface.  A  certain  proportion  of  stone-gray  shell- 
markings  always  appears  to  accompany  the  various  chocolate 
and  other  browns  of  the  surface.  Specimens  range  from  2.40 
X  1.70  to  2.00  X  1.50,  averaging  nearer  the  former  dimension. 

The  eggs  of  the  next  species  cannot  be  distinguished  from 
those  of  the  present  with  certainty,  since,  though  they  average 
less  in  size,  the  larger  specimens  overlap  the  measurements  of 
even  average  paraaiticus.  A  fair  specimen  is  2.10  x  1.50;  the 
smallest  examined  measured  only  1.90  x  1.40. 

542.    Stereorarins  bnflToni,  (Boik.)    Coves.— Loug-taiUd  Jdger. 
f  Catharacki  cepphus,  BrCnn.    Om.  Bor.,  36,  (1764.) 
Leatris  cepphu$,  Keys  et  <Bla8.    Wirb.  Eur.,  i,  240,  (1840.) 
Stercorarius  cepphua.  Gray.    Gen.  of  B.,  iii,  652,  (1849.)— La WR. 

B.N. 
A.,  840,  (1858.)— CouES.  Proc.  PUila.  Acad.,  243,  (1861.) 
f  HcaruB  paraaiHcuSy  Lath.    Ind.  Om.,  ii,  819,  (1790.) 
Lestria  para»iUcu9y  Temm.    Man.  Om.,  iv,  601,  (1840.)— Sw.  & 

RiCH.F.  B.  A.,  ii,  430,  (1831.) 
Stercorarius     longicandatus^   Brisson.— Vieill.     Nouv.    Diet., 

xxxii,  157,  (1819.) 
Lestris  langicaudatus,  Thomp.     Nat.  Hist.  Ireland,  iii,  399,  (1^1.) 
CaiaractU  Umgicaudatus,  Wlcgill.    Man.  Om.,  ii,  258,  (1842.) 
Lestrie  luffoni,  BoiE.    Isis,  562-576,  (1822.) 
Stercorarius  l)uffoni,  CouES.    Proc.  Phila.  Acad.,  136,  (1863.) — 

DAixetBANN.  Trans.  Chic.  Acad.,  i, 304,  (1869. )—C0UK8.  Key 

N.  A.  Birds,  310, 1872. 
Leatris  Uasoni,  Deoland.    Mem.  Soc.  Roy.  Lille,  a838.) 
Lestria  crepidatay  Brehm.    Natarg.  Eur.  Yog.,  747,  (1823.) 

"Seldom  seen.     The  specimen  in  my  collection  is  one  of 
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the  only  two  I  ever  observed  on  the  islands.  When  I  came 
upon  them,  July  29, 1872,  they  were  apparently  feeding  upon 
insects,  and  upon  a  small  black  berry  which  ripens  on  the 
highlands,"  (the  frnit  of  the  Empetrum  nigrum.) 

543.    Larusg^laacnSy  Bnt^x^.—G raucous  GulL   Burgomaster.   ''Chikie.* 

"  This  large,  handsome  bird  is  restricted  by  reason  to  Walrus 
Island  alone,  although  it  comes  sailing  over  and  around  all  the 
islands,  in  easy,  graceful  flight,  every  hour,  of  the  day,  and  fre- 
quently, late  in  the  fall,  will  settle  down  by  hundreds  upon 
the  carcasses  on  the  killing-grounds.  But  upon  Walrus  Island 
this  bird  is  at  home,  and  there  lays  its  eggs  in  neat  nests,  built 
of  sea-ferns  and  dry  grass,  placed  among  the  grassy  tussocks 
on  the  center  of  the  island  : — there  are  no  foxes  here. 

"  It  remains  by  the  islands  during  the  whole  season.  Though 
it  is  sometimes  driven  by  the  ice  to  the  open  water  fifty  to  a 
hundred  miles  south,  it  returns  immediately  after  the  floe  dis- 
appears. 

"The  'chikie'  lays  d.s  early  as  the  1st  to  4th  of  June,  depos- 
iting three  eggs  usually  within  a  week  or  ten  days.  These 
eggs  are  large,  spherically  oval,  having  a  dark  grayish-brown 
ground,  with  irregular  patches  of  darker  brown-black.  They 
vary  somewhat  in  size,  but  the  shape  and  pattern  of  coloring  is 
quite  constant. 

"  The  young  burgomaster  comes  from  the  shell  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  weeks'  incubation,  in  a  pure-white,  thick  coat  of 
down,  which  is  speedily  supplanted  by  a  brownish-black  and 
gray  plumage,  with  which  the  bird  takes  flight,  ha>ning  nearly 
the  size  of  the  parent.  This  dark  coat  changes  within  the 
next  three  months  to  one  nearly  white,  with  the  lavender-gray 
back  of  the  adult;  the  legs  change  from  a  pale-grayish  tone  to 
the  rich  yellow  of  the  mature  condition,  and  the  bill  also  passes 
from  a  dull-brown  color  to  a  bright  yellow  with  a  red  spot  on 
the  lower  mandible. 

"  It  has  a  loud,  shrill  cry,  becoming  soon  very  monotonous 
by  its  constant  repetition,  and  also  utters  a  low,  chattering 
croak  while  coasting. 

"  It  is  a  very  neat  bird  about  its  nest,  and  keeps  its  plum- 
age in  a  condition  of  snowy  purity.  It  is  not  very  numerous; 
I  do  not  think  that  there  were  more  than  five  or  six  hundred 
nests  on  Walrus  Island  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  in  1872." 
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552.  Larus  trldactylus  var.  kotzebai,  (Bp.)    CouES.~Paci/Sc  £»ti. 

wake»    **  CborDie-nanshkie  goverooskie." 
Bissa   kotzehuiy  Bp.  Consp.  Av.*,  11,  226,  (1856.)— CouES.    Pr. 

Phila.  Acad.,  305,  (1862.)— CouES.    Pr.  Phiia.  Acad..  207,  (1869.) 
Lams  tridactylus,  Dall  &  Bank.    Tr.  Ohio.  Acad.,  1, 305,  (1869.) 
Larus  tridaotylus  var.  kotsehui,  Coues,  Key,  314,  (1872.) 

We  have  called  attention,  in  our  publications  above  quoted, 
to  the  fact  that  the  North  Pacific  kittiwake  has  the  hind  toe 
better  formed  than  that  of  the  Atlantic  bird ',  and  this  is  the 
sole  basis  of  the  supposed  6X)ecies. 

Although  thus  so  similar  to  the  true  Larus  tridactylus  that  it 
cannot  be  specifically  distinguished,  and  also  totally  distinct 
from  the  next  species,  there  has  been  a  strange  confusion  regard- 
ing it.  I  do  not  venture  now  to  add  to  the  foregoing  synon- 
ymy several  names  more  or  less  doubtfully  here  applicable.  Bo- 
naparte quotes  as  (Synonymous,  Rissa  nivea  of  Bruch,  J.  f.  O., 
1855,  285 }  and  also  queries  R.  brachyrhyncha  of  Bruch,  ibid.j 
1853,  103.  No  one  of  the  four  species  of  Rissa  described  by 
Mr.  Lawrence,  in  1858,  in  Baird's  work,  pp.  854,  855,  belongs 
here. 

^'This  kittiwake  breeds  here  by  tens  of  thousands,  in  com- 
pany with  R,  brevirostris,  coming  at  the  same  time,  but  laying 
a  week  or  ten  days  earlier;  in  all  other  resjiects  it  corresponds 
in  habit,  and  is  in  just  about  the  same  number.  It  is  a  remark- 
ably constant  bird  in  coloration,  when  adult,  for  I  have  failed 
to  observe  the  slightest  variation  in  plumage  among  the  great 
numbers  here  under  my  notice. 

^^  In  building  its  nest  it  uses  more  grass  and  less  mud^cement 
than  the  brevirostris  does.  The  eggs  are  more  pointed  at  the 
small  end  and  lighter  in  the  ground-color,  with  numerous  spots 
and  blotches  of  dark  brown.  The  chick  is  difficult  to  distin- 
guish with  certainty  from  the  brevirostris,  and  it  is  not  until  two 
or  three  weeks  have  passed  that  any  difference  can  be  noted  in 
the  length  of  bill  and  color  of  feet. 

^^Like  Rissa  brevirostris^  the  male  treads  the  female  on  the 
nest,  and  nowhere  else,  making  a  loud,  shrill,  screaming  sound 
during  the  ceremony.'' 

563.  Larus  brevirostris,  (Brandt.)— 5Aort-(tZ2ed  &r  Bedrlegged  KUtU 

wake,    **  Goverooskie." 
BU$a  hrmnro9tria,  Brandt.— Lawr.    B.  N.  A.,  855,  (1858.)— Dall 

&  Bann.    Tr.  Chicago  Acad.,  i,  305,  (1869.) 
Laru9  brevirostris,  Couks.    Key  N.  A.  Birds,  315,  (1872.) 
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Lai-ua  brachyrhynchHS,  Gould.    P. Z. S., (July 25, 1843.)— Goild. 

Voy.  Sulphur,  50,  pi,  34,  {- — .)    Not  of  Richahlson. 
Bisaa  hrachyrhifnclia,  Bp.     Consp.  Av.,  ii,  226,  (1856.)— Coues, 

Proc.  Pbila.  Acad.,  306,  (1862.) 
Riasa  nirea.  Lawk.    B.  N.  A.,  855,  (1858.)    (Excl.  Syn.    Not  Lams 

niveuSf  Pall.) 

This  excellent  species  will  instantly-  be  distinguished  from  the 
preceding  by  its  short  bill,  and  especially  by  its  rich  coral,  ver- 
milion, or  lake-red  legs,  (drying  straw-yellow.)  There  is  no 
possibility  of  confounding  the  two,  although  their  synonymy 
has  become  involved  to  such  an  extent  that  the  task  of  disen- 
tangling it  is  almost  hopeless.  The  names  above  quot^ed  are  of 
unquestionable  pertinence  here;  several  others  that  might  be 
quoted  are  preferably  left  untouched. 

'^This  beautiful  gull,  one  of  the  most  elegant  of  birds  on  the 
wing,  seems  to  favor  these  islands  with  its  presence  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  land,  coming  here  by  tens  of  thousands  to  bieed. 
It  is  especially  abnndant  on  Saint  George's  Island.  It  is  cer- 
tainly by  far  the  most  attractive  of  all  the  gulls  j  its  short,  sym- 
metrical bill,  large  hazel  eye,  with  crimson  lids,  and  bright-red 
feet,  contrasting  richly  with  the  snowy-white  plumage  of  the 
head,  neck,  and  under  parts. 

''Like  Laws  glaucuSj  this  bird  remains  about  the  islands 
during  the  whole  season,  coming  on  the  cliffs  for  the  purpose  of 
nest-building,  breeding  by  the  9th  of  May,  and  deserting  the 
bluffs  when  the  young  are  fully  fledged  and  ready  for  flighty 
early  In  October. 

''It  is  much  more  cautious  and  prudent  than  the  'arrie,'  for 
its  nests  are  placed  on  almost  inaccessible  shelves  and  points, 
so  that  seldom  can  a  nest  be  reached  unless  a  i)er8on  is  lowered 
down  to  it  by  a  rope  passed  over  the  cliff. 

"l^est-building  is  commenced  by  this  bird  early  in  May,  and 
completed,  usually,  not  much  before  the  first  of  July.  It  uses 
dry  grass  and  moss,  cemented  with  mud,  which  it  gathers  at 
the  margin  of  the  small  fresh- water  sloughs  and  ponds  scattered 
over  the  islands.  The  nest  is  solidly  and  neatly  pat  np,  the 
parent  birds  working  in  the  most  diligent  and  amiable  manner. 

"Two  eggs  are  the  usual  number,  although  occasionally  three 
will  be  found  in  the  nest.  If  these  eggs  are  removed,  the  female 
will  renew  them,  like  the  'arrie,'  in  the  course  of  another  week 
or  ten  days.  They  are  of  the  size  and  shape  of  the  common 
hen's  egg,  but  colored  with  a  dark-gray  ground,  spotted  and 
blotched  with  sepia-brown  patches  and  dots.    Once  in  a  wbiK* 
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an  egg  will  have  on  its  smaller  end  a  large  number  of  soffased 
bloo<l-red  spots. 

^^Both  parents  assist  in  the  labor  of  incubation,  which  lasta 
from  twenty-four  to  twenty-six  days.  The  chick  comes  out  with 
a  pure-white  dowuy  coat,  and  pale  whitish-gray  bill  and  feet, 
resting  helplessly  in  the  nest  while  its  feathers  grow.  During 
this  period  it  is  a  comical-looking  object.  The  natives  capture 
them  now  and  pet  them,  having  a  number  every  year  scattered 
through  the  village,  where  they  become  very  tame,  and  it  is  not 
until  fall,  when  cold  weather  sets  in  and  makes  them  restless, 
that  they  leave  their  captors  and  fly  away  to  sea. 

'^  This  bird  is  very  constant  in  its  specific  characters.  Among 
thousands  of  them  I  have  never  observed  any  variation  in  the 
coloration  of  the  bills,  feet,  or  plumage  of  the  mature  birds,  with 
one  exception.  There  is  a  variety,  seldom  seen,  in  which  the 
feet  are  nearly  yellow,  or  rather  yellow  than  red,  and  the  edge 
of  the  eyelid  is  black  instead  of  scarlet ;  there  is  also  a  dark 
patch  back  of  each  eye.  The  color  of  the  feet  is  probably  an 
accidental  individual  peculiarity;  the  dark  eye-patch  and 
absence  of  bright  color  from  the  eyelids  may  depend  upon 
season.'' 

606.  Colymbus  arclicus,  {L,)— Black-throated  Diver. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  this  bird  is  the  true  C.  arcticusy 
and  not  var.  paciJioMj  which  might  have  been  expected  to  occur. 
This  is  sufiQciently  attested  by  the  measurements  of  a  fine  adult 
specimen.  No.  498  of  Mr.  Elliott's  collection.  Length,  about  31 
inches;  wing,  12;  bill,  along  culmen,  2f;  along  gape,  4;  its 
depth  at  base,  .80 ;  tarsus,  3| ;  middle  toe  and  claw,  4.  The 
bill  is  quite  stout,  with  the  culmen  convex  throughout,  showing 
nothing  of  the  slender,  straight,  or  almost  recurved  shape  char- 
acteristic of  var.  pdcificus. 

We  find  nothing  respecting  this  species  in  Mr.  Elliott's  MSS. 
It  was  the  only  one  seen  by  him.  It  was  found  dead,  cast  upon 
the  sand-beach  at  Zapadnie,  Saint  George's  Island,  and  brought 
to  Mr.  E.  by  the  natives,  who  differed  among  themselves  as  ta 
whether  they  had  ever  noticed  it  before  about  the  islands.  At 
all  events,  it  is  seldom  seen  there. 

610.    Podiecps  fl^rjseigcna,  (Bodv.)— Bed-necked  Grebe, 

As  in  the  case  of  the  last  species,  the  present  is  of  the  typical 
form  rather  than  of  the  North  American  variety.  The  difference,, 
as  stated  in  our  synopsis,  (Pr.  Phila.  Acad.,  1862,  232,)  lies  in 
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the  size  and  coloration  of  the  bill.  In  true  grUeigena  the  bill  is 
little,  if  any,  over  1.50  inches  along  the  culmen,  or  2.00  along 
the  gape,  and  the  yellow  is  either  entirely  restricted  to  the  base, 
or  only  extends  thence  a  little  on  the  edge  of  the  under  man- 
dible. In  var.  holbolli  the  above-mentioned  mcasuremeutA  of 
the  bill  are  respectively  1.90  and  2.40,  and  much  or  most  of  the 
under  mandible,  with  the  cutting-edges  of  the  upper,  are  yellow. 
In  the  present  specimen,  the  culmen  measures  l.GO;  the  gape, 
2.15,  and  there  is  little  yellow,  excepting  at  the  base  of  the 
bill. 

Eggs  of  the  American  red-necked  grebe,  from  the  Yukon 
and  other  interior  arctic  localities,  are  rough,  white,  either 
inclining  to  pale-greenish  or  with  buffy  discoloration,  and  of 
the  usual  narrowly-elongate  shape  common  in  the  family.  They 
measure  from  2.10  to  2.35  in  length  by  1.25  to  1.45  in  breadth, 
the  longer  eggs  not  always  being  proportionally  wide. 

^'  It  is  the  only  specimen  seen  during  my  residence  upon  the 
islands.  It  has  been  observed  before  by  the  natives,  w^ho,  how- 
ever, affirm  that  it  is  uncommon." 

617.  Fratereula  corniculata*  (Naum.)     BiiAyDT.^ Homed  PvffiH. 

"Epatka." 
(1)Alca  arciica,  var.  B.,  Lath.    lud.  Oru.,  ii,  792,  (1790.) 
Lunda  arctica,  Pall,    partim.,  Zoog.  R.  A.,  ii,  365,  (1811.) 
Mormon  comieulatumf  NAU>f.    Isis,  782,  pi.  7,  f.  3,  4,  (1821.)^ 

KiTTL.    Kupf.  Natiirg.  Vog.  pi.  i,  fig.  1.— Dall   &   Bank. 

Trans.  Chic.  Acad.,  i,  308,  (1869.) 
Mormon  (Fratereula)  corniculaUif  Bp.    Comptas  Hendus,    774, 

(1856.)-Cass.,  in  Bd.  B.  N.  A.,  902,  (1858.) 
Fratereula   {Ceratohlepharum)   comicitlato,   Brandt.     Bull.  8c. 

Acad.  St.  Peterab.,  ii,  348,  (1837.) 
Fratereula  oorniculata,  Gray.  Gen.  B.,  iii,  637,  pi.  174,  (1849.)— 

COUES,    Pr.  Phila.  Acad.,  1868.— Coues.    Key,  340,  (1872.) 
«         Lunda  comiculata,  Schlegel.    M.  P.  B.,  ix,  Aertn.,  28,  (1867.) 
Lunda  {Ceratoblepharum)  comiculaiaf  Brandt.    BaU.  Sc  Acad., 

St.  Petersb,,  vii,242,  (1869.) 
Mormon  gladalia,  Gould,  nee.  Leach.     B.   Ear.,  v,  pi.  404, 

(1837.)— AUD.    Orn.  Blog..  iii,  549,  pi.  293,   (1835.)— Id.  B. 

Amer.,  vii,  236,  pi.  463. 

An  egg  before  me  is  noticeably  more  elongate  than  that  of 
JP.  arctica  or  of  F.  cirrhata^  though  not  more  pointed.  The  shell 
is  rather  rough,  and  dead-white.  We  may  anticipate  that  m 
some  instances  a  few  obscure  obsolete  spots  may  appear,  as 
they  occasionally  do  in  the  eggs  of  F.  arctica^  and,  donbtlesSi 
also  show  the  usual  discolorations  in  many  cases.  The  pres* 
ent  specimen  measures  2.75  by  1.75. 
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•*  The  eye  never  fails  to  be  arrested  bj-  this  odd-looking  bird, 
ivith  its  great  shovel-like,  lemou-yellow  and  red  bill,  as  it  sits 
sqaatted  in  glum  silence  on  the  rocky  cliff-perches,  regarding 
approach  with  an  air  of  stolid  wonder.  It  seems  to  have  been 
fashioned  with  especial  regard  to  the  fantastic  and  comical. 

<'  This  monnon,  in  common  with  one  other  species,  M.  cirrhata^ 
comes  np'  from  the  sea,  from  the  south,  to  the  cliffs  of  the 
islands  about  the  10th  of  May,  always  in  pairs,  never  coming 
or  going  in  flocks.  It  makes  a  nest  of  dried  sea-ferns,  grass, 
moss,  &c.,  far  back  or  down  in  some  deep,  rocky  crevice,  where 
the  egg  when  laid  is  generally  inaccessible — nothing  but  blKst- 
ing-powder  would  reach  it. 

*'  It  lays  but  a  single  egg,  large,  oblong-oval,  x>ure  white, 
and,  contrary  to  the  custom  of  the  gulls,  arries,  chooehkies,  &c., 
when  the  egg  is  removed  the  sea-parrot  does  not  renew  it,  but 
deserts  the  nest,  perhaps  locating  elsewhere.  The  young  chick  I 
have  not  been  able  to  get — not  until  it  comes  out  fledged  and 
ready  for  flight  in  August,  when  it  does  not  differ  materially 
from  its  parent.  The  species  leaves  the  islands  about  the  10th 
September. 

"This  bird  is  very  quiet  and  unobtrusive;  it  does  not  come 
in  large  numbers  to  the  islands,  for  it  breeds  everywhere  else 
in  Bering  Sea.  Its  flight  is  performed  with  quick  and  rapid 
wing-beats,  in  a  straight  and  steady  course.  There  is  no  differ- 
ence between  the  sexes  as  to  size,  shape,  or  x)lumage.^ 

619.  Fratercula  cirrliataf  (Paix.)  Steph.— Tu//€d  Puffin,  *'  Tawpaw- 

kie." 
Alca  cirrhatay  Pall.    Spic.  Zool.,  7,  pi.  1,  ii,  fig.  1, 2,  3,  (1769.) 
£unda  oirrhata,  Pall.     Zoog.  R.  A.,  ii.  363,  p.  82,  (1811.)— 

SCHLEO.   Mas.  Pays-Baa,  CTrin.  27,  (1867.)— COUES.   Pr.  Phila. 

Acad.,  (1868.) 
Zunda  (Oymnoblqyharim)  cirrhata,  Brandt.  Ball.  Sc.  St.  Peterab., 

vii.,  244,(1867.) 
Fratercula  cirrhataf  Stepu.    Shaw's  Gen.  Zool.,  xiii,  40,  (1825.) 
Fratercula  (Gymnoblepliarum)  ctn7uito,  Brakdt.     Ball.  Sc.  St. 

Peter8b.,ii,  349,  (1837.) 
Mormon  cirrkataf  Naum.    Isis,  781,  pi.  7,  f.  1,  (1821.)— Cass.    B. 

N.  A.,  902,  (1858.)— Dall  4&  Bank.    Trans.  Chicago  Acad.,  i, 

308,  (1869.) 
Fratercula  carinaia,  Vigors.    Zool.  Joarn.,  iv,  358. 
JSagmatorhina  lathami,  Bp.    P.  Z.  S.,  202,  pi.  44,  (1851.)— CoUES. 

Pr.  PhUa.  Acad.,  (1868.) 
JSagmatorhinu  labradoria,  Cass.    B.  N.  A.,  904,  (1858.)— Dall  dc 

Bahw.    Trans.  Chic.  Acad.,  i,  309,  (1869.) 
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As  Professor  Braodt  showed,  shortly  after  the  publication  of 
our  Monograph,  the  Saginatorhina  latkami  of  Bonaparte  [^  & 
labradoria,  Cass.)  is  merely  the  young  of  this  species,  at  an  age 
before  the  bill  has  attained  its  final  shape  and  coloring.  Of 
this  fact  we  became  ourselves  aware  about  the  same  time,  from 
examination  of  various  specimens  in  the  Smithsonian. 

The  genus,  of  course,  falls,  as  well  as  the  species.  In  oar 
Monograph  we  were  so  far  wrong  as  to  assign  to  it  a  second 
supposed  species,  the  Cerorhina  suekleyi  of  Cassin,  which  is  the 
young  of  Ceratorhhia  monocerafa, 

'<  Comes  to  the  islands  at  the  same  time  as  F.  corniculatOy 
and  resembles  the  Epatkle  in  its  habits  generall3\  It  lays  a 
single  large  white  egg^  of  a  rounded-oval  shape.  I  was  never 
able  to  see  a  newly  hatched  chick,  owing  to  the  retired  and  in- 
accessible nature  of  the  breeding-places.  Could  Walrus  Island 
be  visited  frequently  during  the  season,  interesting  observations 
might  be  made  there,  for  the  nests  are  more  easy  of  access. 
The  young  tawpawkie,  six  weeks  old,  resembles  the  parents 
exactly,  only  the  bill  is  lighter  colored,  and  the  plumes  on  the 
head  are  incipient.  This  is  the  only  place  where  the  birds  can 
be  daily  seen  and  watched  with  satisfactory  results.  I  took 
eggs  from  over  thirty  nests  in  July.  The  natives  say  it  is  very 
quarrelsome  when  mating,  its  cries  sounding  like  the  growling 
of  a  bear  as  they  issue  from  far  down  under  the  rocks  that 
cover  its  nest." 

The  Qgg  is  much  thicker  and  more  capacious  than  that  of 
F,  cornieulata,  though  no  longer.  The  shell  is  rough,  dead- 
white,  and,  besides  the  frequent  discolorations,  shows  in  several 
specimens  very  pale,  obsolete  shell-markings  of  purplish  gray. 
(Several  specimens  measure  as  follows:  2.85  x  1.95;  2.80  x 
1.92;  2.75  x  2.00;  2.65  x  1.95. 

G21.  Phaleris  psUtacula,  (Esch.)  Tcmm.— Parrogv^e  Auk,    <<Baillio 

Brasbkie.^' 
Alca  paitiaculaj  Pall.    Spic.  Zool.,  fasc.  v,  13,  pi.  2,  pL  5,  t  4, 5, 6, 

(1760.) 
Lunda  psiiiacula,  Pall.    Zoog.  Rosso- As.,  ii,  366,  pi.  84,  (1811.) 
PhaUria  peWacala,  Temm.    Man.  Orn.,  i,  112,  (1820.)— CoUES.   Key 

N.  A.  Birds,  342,  fig.  222,  (ie72.) 
Ombria  psittucula,  EscnscH.    Zool.    Atlas,  iv,  3,  pi.  17,  (1831.)— 

Brandt.   Bull.  Sc.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  ii,  348,  (1837.)— lo.  Ibid,,  vii, 

237,  (1869.)— Cass.    B.  N.  A.,  410,  (1658.)-Elliot.    B. N.  A.,  pt.  i, 

pi.  70. 
SimorhynchHS  psUtaculua,  Schlrg.    Mus.  Pays-Bas,  ix,  24,  (1867^ — 

COUES.    Proc.  Phila.  Acad.,  (186d) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALASKA.  205 

Xot  only  OD  account  of  the  form  of  the  bill,  which,  thongli 
ttingular  among  AlcidcBy  is  not  more  different  from  that  of  some 
others  than  these  are  among  themselves,  but  also  in  conse- 
quence of  a  different  mode  of  life,  to  which  the  shape  of  the  bill 
iits  it,  as  attested  by  various  observers,  we  now  place  the  bird 
in  a  separate  genus  from  SimorhytwhuSy  under  which  we  formerly 
included  it.  The  species  is  said  to  live  chiefly  upon  bivalve 
mollusks,  such  as  Mytilus^  &c.,  for  opening  which  its  bill  is 
adapted;  and  Professor  Brandt  notes  the  curious  analogy 
afforded,  in  this  respect,  with  Hcematopus,  as  compared  with 
allied  Charadrine  genera. 

Mr.  Gi-ay  adduces  a  reference  to  the  unexpected  occurrence 
of  this  species  in  Sweden. 

"This  quaintly-beaked  bird  is  quite  common  on  the  Prybilov 
<jlroup,  and  can  be  obtained  at  Saint  George's  in  considerable 
numbers.  It  comes  here  early  in  May,  and  locates  in  a  deep 
chink  or  crevice  of  some  inaccessible  cliff,  where  it  lays  a  single 
egg  and  rears  its  young.  It  is  very  quiet  and  undemonstrative 
during  the  pairing-season,  its  only  note  being  a  low,  sonorous, 
vibrating  whistle.  Like  Simarhynchus  cristatellus^  it  will  breed 
in  company  with  the  ^  choochkie,'  but  will  not  follow  that  lively 
relative  back  upon  the  uplands,  the^baillie  brushkie' being 
always  found  on  the  shore-line,  and  there  only. 

"  The  egg,  which  is  laid  upon  the  bare  earth  or  rock,  is  pure 
white,  oblong-ovate,  measuring  2^  by  1^  inches.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  obtain,  owing  to  the  birds'  great  caution  in 
hiding,  and  care  in  selecting  some  deep  and  winding  crevice  in 
the  face  of  the  cliff.  At  the  entrance  to  this  nesting-cavern  the 
parents  will  sometimes  squat  down  and  sit  silently  for  hours  at 
a  time,  if  undisturbed. 

"  It  does  not  fly  about  the  islands  in  flocks,  and  seems  to  lead 
a  quiet,  independent  life  by  itself,  caring  nothing  for  the  society 
of  its  kind.  The  young,  when  first  hatched,  I  have  not  seen, 
but  by  the  10th  to  the  15th  of  August  they  may  be  observed 
ooming  out  for  the  first  time  from  their  secure  retreats,  and 
taking  to  wing  as  fully  fledged  and  as  large  as  their  parents. 

"  They  take  their  departure  from  the  20th  of  August  to  the 
1st  of  September,  and  go  out  upon  the  North  Pacific  for  the 
winter,  where  they  find  their  food,  which  consists  of  amphipoda 
and  fish-fry.  I  have  never  seen  one  among  the  thousands  that 
were  around  me  when  on  the  islands  *  opening '  the  bivalve- 
shells,  such  as  mussels,  &c.,  as  stated  by  Professor  Brandt.    It 
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feeds  at  sea,  flying  out  every,  morniug,  retarning  in  the  after- 
uoon  to  its  nest  and  mate.'^ 

The  egg  of  Phaleria  psiitacula  is  abont  as  large  as  a  small 
hen's  eggj  which  it  resetnljfles,  althoagh  averaging  more  elon- 
gate. The  shape,  however,  is  extremely  variable ;  thns,  one 
measures  2.25  by  1.50,  and  another  2.35  by  only  1.45,  the  latter 
being  remarkably  narrow,  elongate,  and  pointed.  The  shell  is 
minutely  granular,  and  rough  to  the  touch.  It  is  white,  un- 
marked, but  often  found  variously  soiled  and  discolored,  some- 
times by  mechanical  effect,  and  sometimes  by  fluids  of  the 
oviduct  or  cloaca.  Mr.  Elliott  says,  '^  So  effectually  do  these 
birds  secrete  their  eggs  in  the  deep  recesses  of  cliff  crevices  and 
chinks  that  I  was  unable  to  obtain  more  than  four  perfect  speci- 
mens, although  several  hundred  <  baillie  brushkies'  were  breed- 
ing on  the  cliffs,  each  pair  marked  by  myself,  (in  daily  ol)serva- 
tion,)  close  by  the  village,  at  Saint  Greorge's  Island,  daring  the 
summer  of  1873.  Nothing,  save  blasting-powder,  or  similar 
agency,  can  open  the  basaltic  crevices  in  whii;h  the  bird  hides, 
and,  of  course,  resort  (o  this  action  would  also  destroy  the  egg.'' 

622.    Slmorhynchns  cristatcllus,   (Pall.)    Merr.— Crested  Aui. 

*•  Canooskie."  . 
AJca  cristatdlaf  Pall.    Spic.  Zool.  fasc,  t,  20,  pi.  3,  pi.  5,  figs.  7, 

8,9,(1760.) 
Uria  cristatella,  Pai^l.  '  Zoog.  Bo88o.-A8.y  ii,  370,  (1811.)    (ExcL 

Byn.    ^  loa  camtocAa^ica,  Lepech.) 
Simorhynchuat  criaatellus,  Merrem. — SCHL.     M.  P.  B.,  ix,  25, 

(1867.)— CouES.   Proc.  Pbila.  Acad.,  (186a)— CoUBS.    Key  K. 

A.  Birds,  342,  figs.  223,  224,  (1872.) 
SimorhynchuB  {TyJorhamphus)  cristateUuBf  Brandt.    BdIL  Sc 

Acad.  St.  Petereb.,  vii,  223,  (1869.) 
Tylorhamphua  cristatellus,  Brandt.    Op,  ct^,  ii,  348,  (1637.) 
Phaleria  cnatatellust  Steph.    Shaw's  Oen.  Zool.,  xiii,  47,  pi.  5, 

(1825.)    (Nee  Te^m.)- Schrenck.    Reise  Amur-Land,  i,  rt. 

ii,  500,  pi.  16,  figs.  4,  5. 
PhaUrU  (Simwhynchw)  eriatateUue,  Cass.    B.  N.  A.,  906,  (185a> 
Uria  duhia,  Pall.    Zoog.  B.  A.,  ii,  371,  (1811.)— (^vi«  pHL  kym. 

fteatita,  eeo.  Brandt.) 
Phaleria  dubia,  Brandt.    Bull.  Sc.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  ii,  347, 

(1837.) 
TyUfrhamphua  duMua,  Bonap.    Comptes  Bendns,  xlii,  774,  (1856.) 
Simorhynchua  dahiua,  COCBS.  Proc.  Pbila.  Aead.,  (1868.) 
Aloatctraoula,PAJLL.    Spic.Zool.faso.,v,23,pl.4,(1769,)  (JitiiMf.) 
Uria  tetracula,  Paix.    Zoog.  E.  A.,ii,  371,  (1811.) 
Phaleria  tetraculaf  Step.    GenH.  Zool.,  xiii,  46,  (1825.)— Brandt. 

Ball.  8c.  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  ii,  347,  (1837.) 


;  '.y 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALASKA.  207 

!X)flarhamphu8  Utraculus,  Bonap.     Comptes  BenduB,  xlii,  774^ 

(1856.) 
Phaleriif  (TiflarhamphHs)  ietracula,  Cass.    B.  N.  A.,  907,  (1858.) 
SiTMn-h\fncvL9  tetraculus,  Coues.     Proc.  Pbila.  Acad.,  (1868.)^' 

COUES.    Key  N.  A.  B.,  342,  (1872.) 
FhdleHB  psitiacula^  Temh.    MaD.  d'Ornith.,  i,  p.  czii,  (1820.) 
Phaleris  auperdliata,  AUD.     Ofd.  Biog.,  iv,  pi.  402,  (1839.)  (Nee 

LiCQT. ;  nee  Bp.) 

*^  This  fantastic-looking  bird,  consx>icnoas  by  reason  of  its  carl- 
iug  crest  and  bright  crimson  bill,  breeds  in  company  with  the 
S.  microceroSf  bat  in  no  number  whatever  compared  with  the 
^choochkle' — a  few  thousand  pairs  only  at  Saint  PauPs,  and 
relatively  more  on  Saint  George's,  of  course. 

<<  It  makes  its  appearance  in  early  May,  and  repairs  to  chinks 
and  holes  in  the  rocky  cliffs,  or  deep  down  under  large  bowlders 
and  rough  basaltic  shingle,  to  lay,  making  no  nest  whatever, 
depositing  the  egg  upon  the  bare  earth  or  rock.  But  so  well 
do  these  birds.succeed  in  secreting  it  that,  although  I  was  con- 
stantly upon  the  ground  where  several  thousand  pairs  were 
laying,  I  was  unable  to  successfully  overturn  the  rocks  (under 
which  they  hide)  and  get  more  than  four  eggs,  the  result  of 
over  a  hundred  attempts. 

^^  The  note  of  the  ^canooskie^  while  mating  is  a  loud,  clanging, 
honh-like  sound ;  at  all  other  seasons  they  are  silent. 

'^  The  Simorhynchus  cristatellus  lays  but  one  eggy  and  the 
parents  take  turns,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  in  the  labor  of 
incubation  and  in  feeding  their  young.  The  egg  is  rough,  pure 
white,  but  with  frequent  discolorations,  and,  compared  with 
size  and  weight  of  the  parent,  very  large.  It  is  an  elongated 
oblong-oval,  the  smaller  end  being  quite  pointed.  Length, 
2.10;  width,  1.40. 

<'  I  have  not  seen  a  chick,  nor  could  I  get  any  notes  upon  its 
appearance  from  the  natives,  but  T  have  shot  the  young  as 
they  came  out  for  the  first  time  from  their  dark,  secure  hiding- 
places,  fully  fledged,  with  exception  of  crest,  being  by  this 
time,  the  10th  to  15th  August,  as  large  as  the  old  birds,  and  of 
the  same  color  and  feathering. 

"The  *canooskie,' like  its  cousin,  the  'choochkie,'  has  no  sex- 
ual variation  in  size  or  plumage.  Males  and  females  are,  to  all 
external  view,  precisely  alike. 

"  The  bright  crimson  bill,  however,  varies  considerably,  not 
in  color,  but  in  its  relative  strength  and  curve,  the  slenderer 
bill  not  being  confined,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  to  the  young 
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birds,  8ome  old  ones    having    the  Irght  aud  more  pointed 
beak." 

We  do  not  hesitate  now  to  follow  Professors  Schlegel  and 
Brandt  in  uniting  the  dubia  and  ietrcumla  with  the  cristatella  of 
Pallas.  We  were  never  satisfied  of  the  distinction  of  the 
former,  and  in  our  Monograph  expressed  the  strongest  doubts 
of  its  validity  as  a  species.  The  other,  however,  we  fully  be- 
lieved, until  recently,  to  be  a  good  species. 

624.  Simorhynclius  pusillus,  (Pall.)  Coves,- Least,  or  Knoh-hUled, 
Auk.    **  Chooch-kie.^' 
T  f  Aloa  pygmcBa,  Gmblik.     Syst.  Nat.,  i,  555,  (1788.) — {Konnt 
poHu8=,  Alca  oamtadtatica,  Lepech.,  juv.;  h.  e.  =  5.  caasini, 

NOB.t) 

Phaleris  pygmcea,  Brakdt.    Bull.  Sc.  Acad.  St.  Peterab.,  ii,  347, 

(1837.)    (Ezcl.  syn.  A,  pygmma,  Gm.) 
Tylorkamphus  pygmoMy  Bp.    Comtes  Bendiis,  zlii,  774,  (1806.) 

{z=Uria  puHUa,  Pall.) 
8ymorhynchu$  pygmceus,  Schl.    Mus.  Pays-Baa,  is ,  23,  ( 1 667. ) 
Uria  puailla,  Pall.    Zoog.  E.  A.,  ii,373,pl.  70,(1811.)    (Excl. 

syn.) 
Phaleris  puHlla,  Cass.    Proc.  Phila.  Acad.,  324,  (1862.) 
Phaleris  {Ciceronia)  pusilla,  Cass.    B.  N.  A., 909,  (1868.) 
Simorhynohus  pusillus,  COUES.  Pr.  Phila.  Acad.,  (1868.) — Brandt. 

Bull.  Sc.  Acad.  St.  Peterab.,  vii,  230,  (1869.)— Col-es.    Key  N. 

A.  B.,  343,  figs.  227, 228,  (1872.) 

Phaleris  comicalatay  ESCHSCH.    Zool.  Atl.,  4,  pi.  16,  ( .) 

Phaleris  microceros,  Brandt.     Ball.  Sc  Acad.  St.  Petersb.,  11, 

346,  (1837.) 
Phaleris  (^Ciceronia)  microoeros,  Cass.    B.  N.  A.,  908,  (1658.) 
Ciceronia  microceros,  Beichenbach. 

Simorhynohus  microceros,  CouES.    Proc.  Phila.  Acad.,  (1868.) 
Phaleris  nodirostra,  Bp.    Corap.  &  Geog.  List,  66,  (1838.) 
Ciceronia  nodirostris,  Bp.    Comptes  Rendns,  xlii,  774,  (1856.) 

There  is  now  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  identity  of  the 
names  above  quoted,  excepting  Alca  pygmcea,  which  remains 
unidentified.  It  may  have  been  this  species,  but  most  probably 
it  was  the  young  of  S.  camtschatictis^  in  the  same  state  as  the 
young  bird  we  recently  called  8.  cassini.  The  strong  doubt  we 
expressed  in  our  Monograph  resi)ecting  the  distinction  between 
the  microceros  or  nodirostris  of  authors  and  the  pusillu  of  Pallas, 
has  been  confirmed. 

*'  This  little  bird  is  the  most  characteristic  of  the  water-fowl 
frequenting  the  Prybilov  Islands,  to  which  it  repairs  every 
summer  by  millions  to  breed,  with  Us  allies,  S.  cristatella,  (ca- 
nooskie,)  and  the  Phaleris  psittacula. 

"  It  is  comically  indifferent  to  the  proximity  of  man,  and  can 
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be  approached  almost  within  an  arm's  length  before  takiug 
flight,  sitting  upright  and  eyeing  one  with  an  air  of  great  wis- 
dom, combined  with  profound  astonishment. 

'•Usually  about  the  1st  or  4th  of  May,  every  year,  the 
choochkie  makes  its  first  appearance  around  the  islands  for  the 
season,  in  small  flocks  of  a  few  hundreds  or  thousands,  hover- 
ing over  and  now  and  then  alighting  upon  the  water,  sporting 
one  with  another,  in  apparent  high  glee,  and  making  an  inces- 
sant low  chatterin  g  sound.  By  the  1st  to  the  6th  June  they 
have  arrived  in  greatest  number,  and  they  then  commence  to 
lay.  They  frequent  the  loose  stony  reefs  and  bowlder-bars  on 
Saint  Paul's,  together  with  the  clifi's  on  both  islands,  and  an 
area  of  over  five  square  miles  of  basaltic  shingle  on  Saint 
George's.  To  the  last  island  they  come  in  greatest  number. 
There  are  millions  of  them.  They  make  no  nests,  but  lay  a 
single  egg  each,  far  down  below  among  loose  rocks,  or  they 
deposit  it  deep  within  the  crevices  or  chinks  in  the  faces  of  the 
bluffs. 

"Although,  owing  to  their  immense  numbers,  they  seem  to 
be  in  a  state  of  great  confusion,  yet  they  pair  off  and  conduct 
all  of  their  billing  and  cooing  down  under  the  rocks,  upon  the 
spot  chosen  for  incubation,  making  during  this  interesting 
period  a  singular  grunting  or  croaking  sound,  more  like  a 
'devil's  fiddle^ than  anything  I  have  ever  heard  outside  of 
city,  limits. 

"A  walk  over  their  breeding-grounds  at  this  season  is  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  amusing,  as  the  noise  of  hundreds  of 
these  little  birds  directly  under  foot  gives  rise  to  an  endless 
variation  of  sound,  as  it  comes  ..^>  from  the  stony  holes  and 
caverns  below,  while  the  birds  come  and  go,  in  and  out,  with 
bewildering  rapidity,  comically  blinking  and  fluttering. 

"  The  male  birds,  and  many  of  the  females,  regularly  leave 
the  breeding-grounds  in  the  morning  and  go  off  to  sea,  where 
they  feed  on  small  water-shrimps  and  s^a-fieas,  (Amphipoday) 
returning  to  their  nests  and  sitting  partners  in  the  evening. 

*'The  choochkie  lays  a  single  pure-white  egg,  exceedingly 
variable  in  size  and  shape,  usually  oblong-oval,  with  the  smaller 
end  somewhat  pointed.  I  have  several  specimens  almost  spher- 
ical, and  others  drawn  out  into  an  elongated  ellipse;  but  the 
oblong-oval,  with  the  pointed  smaller  end,  is  the  prevailing 
type.  The  egg  is  very  large,  compared  with  the  size  and  weight 
of  the  little  parent.  Average  length,  1.5.3:  width,  1.12.  The 
14  AL 

Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


210  ALASKA. 

general  aspect  is  much  like  that  of  a  pigeon^s  eggj  excepting 
the  roughness  of  the  shell. 

^<  The  chick  is  covered  with  a  thick,  uniform,  dark-grayish- 
black  down,  which  is  speedily  succeeded  by  feathers,  all  darker 
than  those  of  the  parent,  when  it  takes  flight  from  the  islands 
for  the  year  six  weeks  after.  The  parents  feed  their  young  by 
disgorging,  and  when  the  young  birds  leave,  they  are  aa  large 
and  heavy  as  the  old  ones.  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think 
that  the  male  bird  feeds  the  female  while  incubating,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  verify  this  supposition  by  observation,  as  the 
birds  are  always  hidden  from  sight  at  the  time." 

634.  I^omvia  froile  var.  californica,  (Bry.)  Coces.— If urre  GuiO^ 
mot. 
Cepphua  Jomria,  Pall.    Zoog.  R.  A.,  ii,  345,  (1811.) 
Uria  troilCy  Newb.    Pac.  R.  R.  Rep.,  vi,  pt.  iv,  110,  (1857.) 
Cataractes  californiciiSf  Bryant.    Proc.  Bodt.  Soc.  11,  fig.  3, 5,  (1861.) 
Lomvia  calif omica^  CouES.    Proc.  Phila.  Acad.,  fig.  16,  (1868.) 
Lomvia  troUe  var.  califomicaj  CouES.    Key  N.  A.  Birds,  346,  (1872.) 

All  the  Murres  of  the  troile  type  we  have  seen  from  the  North 
Pacific  agree  in  possessing  a  particular  shape  of  the  bill,  readily 
distinguishable  from  that  presented  by  the  Atlantic  birds. 
While  we  would  by  no  means  Insist  upon,  or  even  admit,  that 
this  is  a  specific  character,  especially  since  we  have  no  doubt 
that  some  of  the  circumpolar  colonies  of  these  birds  will  show 
an  intermediate  style,  we  think  it  as  well  to  recognize  the  char- 
acter by  a  varietal  name.  The  shap^  is  difiScult  to  describe  in 
words:  the  gonydeal  angle  is  stronger,  pointed,  and  more  pro- 
tuberant, the  gonys  straighter  and  more  decidedly  ascending, 
the  culnien  less  deflected  at  the  tip,  and  the  commissure  conse- 
quently straighter  than  are  these  several  points  in  true  troile. 
It  is,  in  short,  some  approach  to  the  configuration  of  the  bill  in 
L,  svarbag,  (briinnichii  of  authors.) 

<^  Limited  numbers  of  the  Californian  guillemot  are  found 
occasionally  perched  on  the  cliffs  with  the  ^arrie]'  they  can 
only  be  distinguished  at  a  slight  distance  by  a  practiced  eye, 
for  they  resemble  their  allies  so  closely  and  conform  so  strictly 
to  their  habits,  that  it  will  be  but  repeating  the  description  of 
the  L,  arrUj  given  here,  should  I  attempt  it  The  largest  gath- 
ering of  these  birds  I  have  ever  seen  at  any  one  place  on  the 
islands  was  a  squad  of  about  fifty,  at  the  high  blufb  on  Saint 
George's,  last  summery  but  they  are  generally  scattered  by 
ones,  twos,  and  threes,  among  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  the  arra.^ 
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636.  I^omvia  lurra,  (Paix.)  CoxJES^^Thick-hilled  Guilkmoi.    "AitieJ' 
Cepphut  array  Pall.    Zoog.  R.-A.,  ii,  347,  (1811.) 
Uria  arra,  Cass.    Proc.  Phila.  Acad.,  324,  (1862.) 
(Also,  Uria  MLnniekiif  dbc,  of  authors  referriog  to  the  North  Paciflo 
thick-bUled  bird.) 

It  is  aD  interestiDg  fact  that  these  specimens,  unqaestionably 
of  the  "thick-billed'^  guillemot,  do  not  exhibit  the  extreme 
shortness  and  stoutness  of  bill  shown  by  those  of  the  North 
Atlantic,  the  bill  being  almost  exactly  intermediate.  With  the 
chord  of  culmen  about  1|  inches  long,  the  depth  of  the  bill 
opposite  the  nostrils  is  hardly,  or  not,  §  of  an  inch,  and  thus 
much  less  than  half  as  long,  instead  of  about  half  as  long. 
The  gape  is  about  3  inches.  While  the  bill  shows  the  dilated 
and  denuded  basal  portion  of  the  maxillary  tomium,  character- 
istic of  the  species,  this  raised,  naked  border  is  not  yellowi&hy 
but  of  a  peculiar  glaucous  bluish-gray  color.  The  tip  of  the 
bill  is  less  hooked  than  in  true  "  hrunnichii/'  though  more  so 
than  in  troile.  The  modification  of  the  bill  appears  somewhat 
singularly  analogous  to  that  which  takes  place  in  var.  califor- 
nica  as  compared  with  true  iroile. 

This  bird  is,  of  course,  the  true  arra  of  Pallas,  (a  name  ap- 
parently derived  from  the  Bnssian  vernacular,)  whatever  be  its 
relationship  to  the  Atlantic  bird.  We  should  not  be  surprised 
if  some  of  the  circum polar  forms  were  to  connect  the  extremes 
of  briinnichii  and  troile  by  insensible  gradations. 

"  The  great  egg-bird  of  Jhe  North  Pacific,  frequenting  these 
islands  by  millions.  This  Uria  and  one  other,  the  var.  califor- 
nica^  are  the  only  birds  of  the  genus  found  here,  but  the  latter 
is  in  comparatively  no  number  whatever,  not  one  being  seen 
where  a  thousand  of  the  former  are  visible  at  once. 

"  They  appear  very  early  in  the  seaaon,  but  do  not  begin  to 
lay  until  the  18th  or  25th  of  June,  and  the  natives  tell  me  th'at 
in  open,  mild  winters  these  birds  are  seen  in  straggling  flocks 
all  around  the  islands.  I  feel  quite  well  assured  that  all  the 
individuals  do  not  migrate  from  this  sea  and  the  vicinity  of  the 
Aleutian  Islands. 

"  They  lay  their  eggs  upon  the  points  and  narrow  shelves  on 
the  faces  of  the  cliff-fronts  to  the  islands,  standing  over  the 
eggs,  side  by  side,  as  thickly  as  they  can  crowd,  making  no 
nests.  They  quarrel  desperately,  and  so  earnestly,  that  all  along 
under  the  high  bluffs  on  the  north  shore  of  Saint  George's  hun- 
dreds of  dead  birds  are  lying,  having  fallen  and  dashed  them- 
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selves  to  death  upon  the  rocks  while  clinched  in  combat  with 
rivals  in  mid-air. 

<<  They  lay  bat  a  single  egg,  upon  tl^e  bare  rock.  The  egg  is 
large  and  very  fancifully  colored,  a  bluish-green  ground  with 
dark-brown  mottlings  and  patches,  but  exceedingly  variable  in 
size  and  coloring.  The  outline  of  the  egg  is  pyriform,  some- 
times more  acute.  It  is  the  most  palatable  of  all  the  varieties 
found  on  the  islands,  having  no  disagreeable  flavor,  and,  when 
perfectly  fresh,  being  fully  as  good  as  a  hen's  egg, 

<'  Incubation  lasts  nearly  twenty-eight  days,  and  the  young 
come  out  with  a  dark  thick  coat  of  down,  which  is  speedily  sup- 
planted by  the  plumage  and  color  of  the  old  birds  within  six 
weeks  of  hatching.  They  are  fed  by  the  disgorging  parents, 
apparently  without  intermission,  uttering  all  the  while  a  harsh 
rough  croak,  lugubrious  enough. 

'^  The  males  and  females  have  no  sexual  distinction  as  to  size, 
shape,  or  plumage.  On  Saint  George's  Island,  while  the 
females  begin  to  set,  along  toward  the  end  of  June  and  first  of 
July,  the  males  go  flying  around  the  island  In  great  flies  and 
platoons,  always  circling  against,  or  quartering  on,  the  wind, 
at  regular  hours  in  the  morning  and  the  evening,  making  a  dark 
girdle  of  birds  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  and  thirty 
miles  long,  whirling  round  and  round  the  islandj  and  forcing  upon 
the  most  casual  observer  m  lasting  impression.  The  flight  of 
the  ^arrie'  is  straight,  steady,  and  rapid,  the  wiogs  beating 
quipkly  and  powerfully ;  it  makes  no  noise  nor  utters  any  cry, 
save  a  low,  hoarse,  grunting  croak,  and  then  only  when  quar- 
reling or  mating. 

^'This  'arrie'  is  a  valuable  bird  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Seal  Islands,  and,  indeed,  for  that  matter,  is  the  only  one  that 
has  much  economic  wortSi  to  man  in  Bering  Sea." 
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SAINT  MATTHEW'S  ISLAND,  BERING'S  SEA. 

This  island  lies  about  200  miles  nortb-northwest  from  Saint 
Paul's,  and  is  not  large,  being  some  22  miles  in  length  and  ex- 
cessively narrow  in  proportion.  Hallos,  a  small  island,  lies  west 
from  it,  separated  by  a  strait  less  than  3  miles  in  width,  and  a 
sharp  jagged  rock  stands  out  some  1,200  feet  abruptly  from  the 
sea,  5  miles  south  of  Sogarloaf  Cone. 

Our  first  landing,  early  in  the  morning  of  August  5,  was  at  the 
slope  of  Cub  Hill,  near  Cape  Upright,  the  easternmost  point  of 
the  island;  the  air  coming  in  from  the  northwest  was  cold  and 
chilly,  and  snow  and  ice  were  on  the  hill-sides  and  in  the 
gullies.  The  hillsides  and  summits  were  of  a  grayish-russet 
tinge,  with  rich  green  swale-slopes  running  down  into  the  low- 
lands, which  are  more  intensely  green  and  warm  in  tone  there. 

The  island  everywhere  presents  the  appearance  of  a  long 
straggling  reach  of  bluffs  and  headlands  connected  with  bars 
and  lowland  spits,  at  a  small  distance  resembling  half  a  dozen 
distinct  islands,  when  seen  from  the  ship. 

The  pebble-bar  formed  by  the  sea  between  Cape  Upright  and 
Waterfall  Heads  is  covered  with  a  deep  stratum  of  glacial  drift 
carried  down  from  the  slopes  of  Polar  and  Cub  Hills,  and  ex- 
tending over  two  miles  of  this  water-front  to  the  westward, 
where  it  is  met  by  a  similar  washing  from  that  quarter.  Back 
and  in  the  center  of  this  neck  are  several  small  fresh  lakes  and 
lagoons  without  fish,  but  emptying  into  them  are  a  number  of 
clear,  lively  brooks  in  which  are  brook-trout  of  large  size  and 
fine  quality.  A  luxuriant  growth  of  deep  moss  and  grass  inter- 
spersed exists  on  the  lowest  ground,  and  occasionally  strange 
dome-like  piles  of  peat  lifted  four  or  five  feet  above  the  marshy 
Rwale  appear  like  abandoned  huts,  with  a  great  variety  of  pretty 
flowers,  growing  thickly  everywhere  on  these  places. 

As  these  lowlands  lise  on  to  the  flanks  of  the  hills  the  vegeta- 
tion changes  rapidly  to  a  simple  coat  of  cryptogamic  gray  and 
light  russet,  with  a  slippery  slide  for  the  foot  wherever  ascent 
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of  a  steep  place  is  made,  water  oozing  and  trickling  almost 
everywhere  underneath.  The  swaies  frequently  rise  high,  and 
cross  the  hill-summits  and  ridges  without  any  interruption  in 
their  wet  swampy  character  from  valley  to  valley. 

Here,  on  the  highest  summits,  where  no  moss  ever  grows  and 
nothing  but  a  fine  porphyritic  shingle  slides  and  rattles  under 
tread,  are  bear-roads  leading  from  nest  to  nest,  or  lairs,  which 
they  have  scooped  out  on  the  hill-sides  and  where  the  she-bears 
undoubtedly  bring  forth  their  young,  but  it  is  not  plain  where 
these  bears,  which  are  all  around  us  by  hundreds,  spend  their 
winters.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  do  not  stay  on  the 
island ;  but  as  soon  as  the  floes  come  down  from  the  north,  driv- 
ing off  the  seJil  and  walrus,  they  leave  the  island  and  take  to 
this  ice,  keeping  by  the  water's  edge,  where  their  prey  will  be 
found,  and  returning  as  soon  as  the  season  opens.  Now 
as  we  see  them  they  are  all  eating  grass  and  roots,  digging  or 
browsing,  or  else  heavily  sleeping  on  the  hill-sides.  Their  man- 
ner of  browsing  is  very  similar  to  the  action  of  a  hog  engaged 
in  grazing. 

The  action  of  ice  in  rounding  down  and  grinding  hills,  carry- 
ing the  soil  and  dibris  off  into  depressions  and  valleys,  is  most 
beautifully  exhibited  here.  The  hills  at  the  northern  foot  of 
Bugarloaf  Cone  are  bare  and  literally  polished  by  ice-sheets  and 
slides  of  melting  snow;  the  rocks  and  soil  from  the  summits  and 
slopes  are  carried  down  and  dumped,  as  it  were,  in  numberless 
little  heaps  at  the  base.  Nowhere  can  the  work  of  ice  be  seen 
to  better  advantage  than  here,  especially  so  with  regard  to  the 
chiseling  power  of  frost  on  the  faces  of  the  porphyry  cliffiL 
The  flora  here  is  more  extensive  than  on  the  Seal  Islands,  200 
miles  to  the  southward,  but  the  species  of  grass  are  not  near 
BO  varied ;  indeed,  there  is  very  little  grass-land  here.  Wher- 
ever there  is  soil  it  seems  to  be  converted  by  the  abundant 
mofsture  into  a  swale  or  swamp,  over  which  we  traveled  as  on 
a  quaking  water-bed ;  but  on  the  rounded  hill-tops  and  ridge- 
summits  the  sniooth  shingle  makes  good  walking.  The  high 
land  everywhere  here  is  paved  with  this  fine  shingle,  that  has 
been  created  by  the  disintegrating  power  of  frost,  which  evi- 
dently has  an  annual  iron  grip  on  the  island. 

The  west  end  of  the  island  differs  materially  from  the  east ; 
the  fantastic  weathering  of  the  rocks  at  Cathedral  Point,  Hall's 
Island,  strikes  the  eye  of  the  most  casual  observer  aa  the  ship 
enters  the  straits  going  south.    This  eastern 'wall  of  the  point 
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looms  up  from  the  water  like  a  row  of  vast  cedar-tmnks ;  tbe 
scaling  oflf  of  the  basaltic  porphyry  and  growth  of  yellowish- 
green  and  red  mossy  lichens  made  the  effect  most  real,  while 
a  dense  bank  of  fog  lying  just  overhead  seemed  to  shut  out 
from  our  vision  the  foliage  and  branches  that  belonged  above. 
The  north  cape  of  Hall's  Island  changes  like  a  chameleon  when 
approached,  presenting  with  every  mile's  distance  a  new  and 
characteristic  feature. 

At  our  anchorage  in  the  straits  (20  fathoms)  we  caught  a  good 
supply  of  cod  and  halibut  of  fair  quality.  Great  flocks  of 
murres  (X.  arra)  came  off  from  the  cliffs,  where  they  were  breed- 
ing, and  settled  in  the  water  around 'the  ship,  as  we  bad 
anchored  on  a  feeding-ground.  Many  walrus  appeared  around 
the  "  Eeliance,"  amusing  us  greatly  by  the  stupid  alertness  dis- 
played when  they  rose  head  and  shoulders  out  of  the  water  and 
discovered  us ;  a  short  look  and  a  snort,  then,  stern  foremost, 
they  dropped  into  the  sea  out  of  sight,  as  though  a  trap  door 
had  been  suddenly  sprung  beneath  them. 

The  grass  on  Hall's  Island,  like  Saint  Matthew's,  is  confined 
mostly  to  the  swale,  which  runs  from  the  valleys  up.  to  the  very 
highest  ridges  5  patches  of  deep,  rich  green  contrasting  quite 
pleasantly  with  the  dull  russet  and  ocher  which  covers  every- 
thing else. 

Our  visit  at  the  west  end  of  this  island  of  Saint  Matthew's  was 
most  interesting ;  the  rich,  elegant  coloring  of  the  rocks  and 
fantastic  arrangement  of  the  basalt  and  porphyry  at  Statue 
Point  caused  an  old  sailor  in  our  boat  to  cry  out,  "  That  reminds 
me  of  Constantinople,  a  regular  Turk's  house!"  and  it  certainly 
did  resemble  Ottoman  architecture. 

We  found  the  ruins  of  th<^  huts  built  by  a  party  of  five  Rus- 
sians and  seven  Aleuts  who  passed  the  winter  of  1810-'ll  on 
the  island,  but  were  stricken  down  with  scurvy,  so  that  all  the 
Russians  died  save  one;  the  rest  recovered  and  left  the  follow- 
ing year. 

The  result  of  a  careful  examination  of  this  island  shows  con- 
clusively that  the  character  of  the  gravel  spits  and  necks  is 
such  as  not  to  be  fit  for  the  reception  of  breeding-seals,  as  it 
would  be  speedily  converted  by  a  rookery  into  a  sheet  of  mud 
and  slime,  and  there  is  no  other  landing  afforded  save  at  the 
base  of  cliffs  rising  abruptly  from  the  sea.  Seals  also,  if  landing 
here,  would,  independent  of  bear  warfare,  find  a  climatic  disad- 
vantage, for  snow  and  ice  do  not  leave  the  landings  until  late 
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in  June }  this  was  evident,  although  we  had  an  exceptionally 
mild  winter,  for  on  August  12,  patches  of  ice  and  snow  were 
on  the  beaches,  and  a  considerable  quantity  on  the  hill-slopes, 
without  any  regard  to  the  sun's  position. 

Vegetation  on  the  island  is  varied  and  abundant  where  it  is 
able  to  grow,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  country  is  either  a 
fine  porphyry  shingle  or  cold  wet  swale,  so  that  grasses  do  not 
thrive  as  they  do  on  the  Seal  Islands ;  the  small  annuals  and 
perennials,  however,  are  scattered  in  great  variety,  and  where 
the  sand  has  been  cast  up  at  the  barrabkie  beach,  west  end, 
it  has  mixed  in  with  the  drift-eoil,  and  warmed  it  so  that  the 
wild  wheat  {Elymus)  was  growing  thick,  with  ears  which  gave 
promise  of  ripening.  Mosses  and  lichens  are  especially  abun- 
dant, the  '*  tripe  de  roche^  covering  the  high  rounded  summits 
with  its  dark-brown  tinge.  The  only  berries,  Empetrum  nigrum 
and  Bubus  cliamdtmoruBy  were  very  common.  The  high  summit 
slopes  of  Glacial  Head,  1,670  feet,  were  fairly  spangled  with 
beautiful  flowers,  blue,  red,  white,  and  yellow.  Three  varieties 
of  the  creeping  willow  {Salix)  grow  here  in  great  profusion, 
large  masses  of  the  leaves  being  collected  in  hollows,  upon 
which  bears  have  made  very  comfortable  beds ;  several  of  the 
higher  hills,  contrary  to  the  general  rule,  are  well  covered  with 
grass  and  flowering  plants,  such  as  the  south- slope  of  Upright 
Bidge,  1,560  feet,  all  of  Camp  Hill,  north  slope  of  Pyramid 
Ridge,  &c. 

Nowhere  on  the  island  can  a  well-defined  crater-summit  or  cra- 
ter be  found,  unless  the  smoking  cleft  in  the  ridge  of  Pinnacled 
Eock  will  answer  to  that  description ;  but  this  island  is  inaccessi- 
ble, rising  sheer  and  abrupt  from  the  sea  to  a  height  of  at  least 
1,200  feet.  Its  greatest  width  is  not  over  500  feet,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  be  made  of  reddish  lava.  Its  sharply-serrated  ridge 
looms  up  from  the  southeast  like  a  great  brick  cathedral  in  the 
hazy  glow  of  the  morning  sun  ]  upon  its  steep  sides  myriads  of 
water-fowl  breed,  principally  murres,  (L,  arra.)  Pro'^i  the  sum- 
mit of  Sugarloaf  Cone,  1,520  feet,  we  can  look  upon  its  great- 
est latitude,  and  view  what  appears  to  be  a  blackened  crater 
or  smoky  fissure  between  the  two  walls ;  one  or  two  small  rocks 
convoy  it,  but  the  water  is  bold  all  around,  as  well  as  at  Saint 
Matthew's,  which  can  be  approached  with  great  safety  from  all 
sides ;  there  is,  however,  no  harbor,  but  the  roadsteads  are 
£Ood. 

Polar  bears  breed  here,  and  live  chiefly  during  the  summer 
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fiIK>n  roots,  grasses,  &c.,  e^gs,  birds,  and  an  occasional  walrns 
or  hair-seal.  On  Hall's  Island  a  small  walrns  was  discovered 
where  the  beats  had  eaten  ont  the  entire  animal,  leaving  the 
skin  intact,  tongh  and  thick,  untouched  from  the  head  down  to 
the  posteriors,  where  it  was  broken  in  to  get  at  the  flesh;  it 
lay  just  like  a  bag,  bones  and  all  taken  out,  even  to  the  head, 
and  polished. 

No  less  than  sixteen  of  these  big  beasts  were  seen  at  once 
(ten  upon  the  beach  together)  as  the  ship's  boat  approached 
the  water-fall  on-  Hall's  Island.  Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to 
fiay  how  many  "medvaidie"  there  are  on  Saint  Matthew's, 
but  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  there  cannot  be  less  than  a  hundred 
and  fifty  to  two  hundred;  but  they  must  go  off  on  the  ice  during 
winter  and  early  spring. 

I  do  not  think  a  full-grown  polar  bear,  powerful  as  it  is,  can 
successfully  capture  a  mature  walrus;  the  thick  skull  and  hide, 
immensely  tough,  of  the  latter  would  resist  any  sudden  attack 
from  the  former,  and,  the  alarm  once  given  to  the  walrus,  the 
bear  could  not  prevent  the  clumsy  but  strong  animal  from 
floundering  into  the  water  and  safety.  The  bears,  however, 
can  and  do  swim  in  between  a  young  walrus  and  the  water  and 
secure  it. 

We  shot  some  fifteen  or  twenty  bears,  all  that  we  could  use 
or  care  for,  relishiug  the  meat  very  much,  it  being  fully  as  good 
and  tender  as  the  generality  of  beef.  The  bears  were  easily 
killed,  never  showing  fight  in  any  instance.  They  were  in  most 
excellent  condition,  fat  and  sleek.  If  caught  napping  or  asleep,  < 
they  were  easily  approached,  as  the  hunter  could  get  within  a 
few  yards  before  alarming  them ;  but  if  they  got  wind  of  us, 
they  would  turn  and  shamble  off  with  considerable  speed, 
taking  to  the  hills  at  once. 

When  surprised,  the  bear  would  arise  and  face  us  for  a  few 
moments,  and  sniff  and  snort,  making  no  other  sound ;  but  in 
its  death-agonies  after  shooting  it  was  silent. 

I  searched  everywhere  for  its  bones,  skulls,  &c.,  which  should 
be  found,  it  seemed  to  me,  bleaching  on  the  hill-sides  and  in 
the  valleys,  but,  with  the  exception  of  one  very  old,  battered 
head,  and  a  small  one,  nothing  was  seen  on  the  island  of  this 
character.  At  this  season  (August  9)  the  she-bears  and  their 
cubs  were  by  themselves,  (they  usually  have  two  cubs,)  and  the 
young  he-bears  going  about  in  squads  of  twos,  threes,  and 
fours,  the  old  males  sleeping  and  feeding  apart. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


220  ALASKA. 

They  sleep  soundly,  but  fitfully,  rolling  their  heavy  arms  and 
legs  about;  for  naps  they  prefer  little  grassy  depressions  on  the 
hill-sides  and  along  the  numerous  small  water-courses ;  and  the 
paths  they  made  were  broad  and  well-beaten  all  over  the  island. 

These  bears,  when  full  grown,  are  exceedingly  muscular  and 
very  strong.  One  ehot  by  Lieutenant  Maynard  measured  eight 
feet  from  tip  of  nose  to  tail,  and  could  not  have  weighed  less 
than  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  pounds;  it  had  a  girth  of 
24  inches  around  the  muscles  of  the  fore-arm,  when  the  skin 
was  removed,  just  back  of  the  carpal  joint,  Qorresponding  to 
our  wrist ;  it  was  fat,  and  had  scars  upon  its  head,  which  were 
evidently  received  in  fighting  with  its  kind.  No  worms  were 
found  in  the  intestines  or  stomach;  the  liver  was  speckled 
with  light  grayish-green  dots  and  patches. 

Note. — Lieatenant  Maynard  and  myself  surveyed  this  island,  and  made 
a  careful  chart  of  it ;  Captain  Baker  gave  ns  soundings,  which  accompany 
the  map.  The  only  existing  chart  is  a  Russian  one,  and  very  inaccurate. — 
H.  W.  E. 


SAINT  LAWRENCE  ISLAND. 

This  is  the  largest  island  in  Bering  Sea,  and  lies  directly 
south  from  Bering's  Straits  abont  180  miles ;  it  is  about  80  to 
85  miles  in  length,  with  an  average  width  of  15  to  20.  The  sea 
has  built  on  to  it  most  extensively,  in  the  same  manner  as  on 
the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  but  it  is  quite  dissimilar  in  form  and 
climate. 

We  made  our  first  landing  on  this  island  early  in  the  morning 
of  August  18,  near  Kagallegak,  or  opposite  Poonook  Islets^ 
and  a  baidar  with  a  number  of  the  natives,  Mahlemute  Eskimo, 
came  off  to  us  as  soon  as  we  dropped  our  anchor. 

We  found  the  island,  at  this  landing,  to  be  made  np  of  coarse 
feldspathic  red  granite  flats  and  hills,  with  extensive  lagoons 
and  lakes.  The  skeleton  of  the  island  seems  to  be  of  these  low 
granitic  hill-ranges,  and  between  them  stretch  long,  low,  even 
reaches  of  sand-beach  for  miles  and  miles.  At  Kagallegak  the 
eye  sweeps  over  extensive,  level  plains  to  the  northward,  upon 
which  the  green  Eriophorum  angustifoUum  principally  grows, 
the  ground,  or  "tundra,"  being  wet  and  boggy;  while,  on  the 
sand-beach  reaches,  the  *'  wild  wheat''  [Elymm  mollis)  grows 
abundantly,  short  and  stunted. 
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These  great  level,  low  areas,  so  peculiar  to  this  island,  are 
made  up  of  Hue  granitic  drift,  lined  at  the  sea-margin  with  sand^ 
the  hills  and  hill-ranges  are  rich  in  color,  with  deep  blue-black 
patches  caused  by  protrusions  of  trap;  but  no  shrubbery  what- 
ever grows  on  those  at  the  east  end  and  north  end  of  the  island, 
save  the  creeping  salix,  dwarfed  and  stunted — cryptogamic 
plants  chiefly.  The  main  body  of  the  range  is  composed  of 
reddish,  coarse  and  fine  grained  feldspathic  granite,  with  abun- 
dant trap  protrusions,  which  weather  out  and  fall  down  dpon 
the  flanks  of  the. ridges  in  dark  patches  and  streaks,  contrast- 
ing, at  a  distance  of  eight  or  ten  miles,  very  sharply  with  the 
main  ground  of  pinkish  rock,  moss-grown,  and  colored  here  and 
there  with  the  greenish-russet  tinge  peculiar  to  such  vegeta- 
tion ;  this  dark  marking  of  the  trap,  at  a  little  distance,  appears ' 
like  low-growing  shrubbery.  Snow  and  ice  lay  in  the  gullies 
and  on  the  hill-sides. 

The  low  plains  have  the  russet  yellowish  green  peculiar  to 
the  tundra  of  the  north;  the  sand  is  a  bright  light  brown. 
Small  streams  flow  down  from  the  hills  and  empty  into  the  sea 
and  lakes,  in  which  we  found  a  few  parr  or  young  salmon;  the 
lakes  and  lagoons  are  fairly  stocked  with  a  white-fish — nothing 
else  of  this  kind. 

The  entire  expanse  of  the  lowlands  over  which  we  traveled 
was  like  a  great  sponge  filled  and  overrunning  with  water,  the 
chief  vegetation  upon  it  being  the  beautiful  tufted  or  plumed 
grass,  {Erwphorum^)  bearing  exquisite  tassels  of  white,  silken 
floss ;  this  grass,  in  conjunction  with  several  cryptogams,  a  few 
scattered  Ruhus  cJiamosmoruB  and  Umpetmtn^  make  up  the  rich 
Tusset-green,  flecked  with  gray-green  spots,  wL.  *h  mark  these 
great  marshy  tracts  in  the  Alaskan  country.  There  are  many 
places  where  this  vegetation,  during  ages  past,  has  decayed  and 
formed  bog-holes  or  pools,  into  which  the  pedestrian  will  mire 
down  to  his  waist  at  a  single  step. 

A  small  sticcinea^  or  land-snail,  was  very  abundant  on  these 
flats,  near  our  landing  at  Northeast  Point,  and  all  along  the 
shore-iine  we  saw  an  abundance  of  drift-wood,  logs,  and  pieces, 
most  of  it  pine  or  spruce,  a  few  poplar  sticks,  and  a  number  of 
unrecognizable  twisted  knots. 

Very  little  algcdj  or  sea- weed,  or  any  marine  life  whatever,  was 
evident  from  the  surf-castings;  only  a  few  mussels  and  small 
conch-shells,  {Fuhus,)    The  beach  is  made  up,  in  some  places 
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for  loDg  distances,  of  granite  pebbles  and  bowlders,  scattered 
witb  some  trap. 

At  Nortbeast  Point  the  natives  have  quite  a  wood-catting 
camp,  hewing  and  carving,  and  the  chips  are  scattered  si\  along 
the  beach-levels  for  miles ;  there  are  places  here  where  the  ice, 
in  some  nnasnal  season,  has  carried  large  logs  and  pieces  of 
drift-wood  back  full  half  a  mile  from  the  sea^  and  there  they 
lie  to-day  deeply  imbedded  in  the  swale,  settling  and  decay- 
ing. The  ice-jams  which  have  taken  place  to  effect  this  must 
have  been  very  severe. 

The  southwest  point  of  Saint  Lawrence  is  largely  made  up  of 
trap  and  porphyry,  slate,  &c. ;  the  water  very  bold  and  deep. 

The  natives  on  the  island  cannot  be  much  over  three  or  four 
hundred  in  number,  and  are  living  in  five  settlements,  about 
equidistant,  around  the  coast.  They  are  well  formed  and 
hearty,  genial  and  good-natured.  They  are  of  Mongolian  cast 
and  build,  strongly  resembling  Chinamen,  only  that  nearly  all 
the  men  shave  the  occipital  portion  of  the  head  instead  of  the 
frontal,  as  practiced  by  the  Celestials ;  the  women,  however,  do 
not  shave  their  heads,  and  do  their  hair  up  in  two  braids  hang- 
ing down  behind,  tied  up  with  beads,  &c. 

They  met  us  in  an  unaffected,  free  manner,  showing  no  fear 
or  hesitation,  and,  coming  upon  deck,  commenced  a  vociferous 
cry  for  tobacco,  and  that  alone;  yet  they  were  civil  and  curiousf 
three  or  fonr  women  usually  came  in  each  baidar  with  them, 
paddling  like  the  men ;  the  boats,  about  14  feet  long  with  4  feet 
of  beam,  consisted  of  a  frame,  very  neatly  lashed  together,  of 
pine,  with  whalebone  fastenings,  over  which  walrus-hide  was 
stretched ;  they  propelled  it  with  paddles  and  oars,  which  were 
also  well  made. 

They  live  in  sammer-honses  made  of  walrns-hides,  weighted 
down  by  logs  and  stones  so  as  not  to  be  blown  away ;  and  close 
by  are  the  winter-houses,  which  are  under  ground,  with  a  tan- 
nel  entrance. 

The  food  of  these  people  is  whales'  blubber,  cat  in  large 
chunks,  of  the  strongest,  rancid  odor;  mullets  from  the  fresh- 
water hikes,  and  caught  in  nets  of  walrns- thongs;  murres,  small 
waders,  walrus  and  hair-seal  meat,  varied  by  geese  and  dack& 
They  had  no  iron  cooking-utensils;  all  wood,  and  made  by  them- 
selves, using  hot  stones  for  boiling  water.  Seal  and  whale  oil 
they  had  cached  both  above  and  under  ground ;  they  preserve 
all  fish  and  bird  offal  and  devour  it  raw,  saving  the  skins  of  the 
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latter,  which  they  make  npinto  "  parkies'^  or  sacks  for  clothing; 
this  is,  however,  a  poor  garment  when  made  of  bird-skins;  it 
is  always  giving  way  at  the  seams,  feathers  flying,  &c. ;  the 
skin  is  nsnally  tamed  ontside  and  the  feathers  worn  next  to  the 
body.  Furs  are  nearly  all  worn  in  this  way;  and  the  garments 
worn  were  principally  made  of  reindeer-skins,  procared  from 
the  Asiatics  in  exchange  for  wood  and  ivory  and  tanned  hair- 
seal. 

They  were  poor,  and  had  nothing  for  trade  but  clothing 
made  from  the  intestines  of  the  walrus,  walrus-teeth,  and  some 
whalebone ;  but  they  had  an  ample  supply  of  food,  such  as  it 
was,  and  their  desire  that  we  should  taste  of  it  was  almost  equal 
to  our  determination  not  to  do  so. 

They  were  exceedingly  anxious  to  trade,  and  I  noticed  that 
the  women  seemed  to  have  equal  rank  with  the  men,  doing 
more  than  half  the  talking,  and  barter  solicitation ;  they  seemed 
to  be  warmly  attached  to  one  another.  The  females  all  had  their 
faces  curiously  tattooed  in  pale-blue  lines  on  the  cheeks  and 
chin,  and  the  arms. 

They  had  a  few  dogs,  very  large,  with  long,  shaggy  hair, 
pointed  ears,  and  short,  bear-like  tails ;  they  were  of  a  mild 
and  inoffensive  disposition,  and  were  highly  valued  by  their 
owners. 

They  took  us  to  a  place  where  they  had  six  polar-bear  skulls 
placed  on  the  sand,  side  by  side,  with  a  post  at  the  head,  which 
they  gave  us  to  understand  we  could  not  touch  ;  for  I  wanted 
to  carry  off  one  of  the  bear-skulls,  which  was  17  inches  long 
and  measured  10  across  the  zygomatic  arch ;  it  was  undoubt- 
edly a  grave  where  some  one  of  their  number  had  perished  by 
the  agency  indicated  by  the  skulls.  Bears,  however,  rarely 
visit  this  island,  and  foxes  ar^  the  only  land-animals. 

The  natives  were  supplied  with  coarse,  smooth-bore  muskets, 
which,  I  thought,  they  seldom  used.  All  the  birds,  such  as 
murres  and  geese  or  ducks,  are  caught  in  large  nets  stretched 
over  the  brows  of  cliffs,  or  across  the  lagoons.  These  nets  are 
very  neatly  made  of  walrus-hide. 

No  animals  were  seen  by  us  in  the  water  about  the  island 
save  an  occasional  hair-seal  thrusting  its  head  out  from  the 
sea.  A  few  codfish  were  caught,  and  when  the  natives  came 
aboard,  on  the  18th,  the  cods'  heads  and  intestines  lying  in 
the  ship's  scuppers,  where  the  cook  had  been  cleaning  the 
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fish,  were  eagerly  picked  up  and  carried  off  by  the  Eskimo  in 
great  glee,  as  if  regarded  as  a  prize. 

Bird-life  was  not  so  extensive  as  at  Saint  Matthew's,  the 
mnrres  (Lomvia  arra)  predominating  on  the  sea-front,  while  in 
the  lagoons  were  several  large  flocks  of  the  emperor-goose  (C. 
canagica.)  Tringa  crassirostiSj  so  common  on  the  Seal  Islands 
and  on  Saint  Matthew's,  was  not  seen  here.  A  stone-chat  (& 
cdnanthe)  was  observed,  as  also  Budytesflava,  The  small  Asiatic 
tern,  in  large  numbers,  hovered  over  the  lagoons.  The  turn- 
stones  here  [8.  interpres)  have  a  much  blacker,  duller  tone  than 
the  variety  on  the  Seal  Islands. 

Our  observations  here  would  make  Saint  Lawrence  of  the 
same  formation  as  the  mainland  on  either  side  of  the  straits, 
and  just  as  old,  but  the  islands  of  Saint  Matthew's  and  the 
Prybilov  group,  as  much  more  recent,  and  belonging  to  a  differ- 
ent epoch.  Saint  Lawrence  is  ice-bound  and  snow-covered  too 
large  a  portion  of  the  year  ever  to  become  a  fit  place  for  the 
fur-seal  to  breed ;  and  it  may  be  safely  said  that  no  land  of 
ours  in  the  north  is  adapted  to  the  wants  of  that  animal  ex- 
cept that  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ALASKA. 


225 


STATISTICS  AS  TO  THE  NATIVES. 

LM  of  natives  living  on  the  Aleutian  Islands  in  1833-'34,  taken  from  Bishop 
Veniaminoifs  **Zapieska,  etc," 


Name  of  settlement. 

Nnmber  of 
nativee. 

1 

t 

i 

I»Uad. 

1 

& 

OmuUsAhkii ■ . 

Gftranakoi 

90 

6 

16 

7 

15 

18 

90 

6 

31 

106 

9 

31 

8 

90 

33 

34 

8 

90 

196 
15 
37 
15 
35 
41 
44 
14 
41 

37 
3 
5 
3 
6 

s 

3 
4 

15 
3 
4 
3 
5 
9 

10 
8 
6 

^Nateekenskoi 

13 

f^PaystniTBkoi 

99 

^TavBaylovakoi 

40 

MakoMheDskoi 

90 

Koabegenakoi 

140 

Cbernoyakol 

170 

AKablechtenakol 

90 

^Bobrovakol 

19-40 

Total9aettlements 

814 

38 
11 

356 

45 
15 

470 

65 

58 

Bvcheanoi 



Oomiuik ...  r .......  - 

83 
96 

13 
3 

18 
6 

300 

^Tooleekakoi 

900 

49 

60 

109 

16 

18' 

ArtaylDovakol 

AhkooD 

16 
19 

7 

16 
18 
9 

33 
37 

16 

7 
5 
3 

9 

8 

4 

190 

^RaycbevaDoi 

IGO 

150 

37 

43 

80 

14 

31 

SaydankiMwkol 



Sorka 

17 
10 
34 

6 
38 
38 

97 
13 
35 
7 
SO 
53 

44 

33 
49 
13 

91 
91 

6 
3 
5 
9 
9 
3 

7 
4 

9 

1 
4 
4 

40 
95 

OodaIsa  ............ 

^Oonalsenakoi 

ATttanok 

ATatanakakoi 

150 

^Akootanakoi 

90 

Teegilds 

Teesaldenskoi 

375 

OnimiAk 

375 

Total  6  aettlementa 

Pf^nlPt^^A  a^mVh*. 

^MonaiTskol 

16 
49 

38 

39 
53 
31 

45 
10-2 
59 

10 

8 

16 
9 

460 

Bellkovakoi 

035 

^Paylooakol 

565 

Total  3  settlements 

93 

53 

88 
10 

113 

64 

94 

18 

306 

116 
182 

38 

35 

31 

• 
Oongenskot 



OODSft  

FrybiloTlaUnds... 

15 

650 

Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George 

M»iH'i»ManfM>in» 

Total  3  settlements 

.... 

llakInK  *  fprand  total  of  36 
settlements 

678 

806 

1,464 

157 

162 

' 

Kon.— The  mark  ^  is  prefixed  to  all  stations  not  existing  at  tbe  present  writing,  Sep. 
temberf  187^ 

16  AL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


226 


ALASKA. 


LUt  of  people  living  on  the  Aleutian  Islands,  1874,  taken  from  Father  Innooeni 
Shiesnekotfs  record,  September  2, 1874. 


Place 

Creoles. 

Aleats. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

OuQalasfaka.... ................  ................ 

*23 

l^o 

71 
11 

73 
13 

130 
9 
31 
32 
52 
52 
51 
19 
21 
63 
92 
5 
51 

105 
16 
43 
35 

eo 

se 

42 

22 

23 

52 

106 

e 

54 

403 

Makooehin 

49 

Kosheega ^ 

74 

Chemovskid 

3 
3 

70 

Oomoak -- 

4 

119 

fiorka 

110 

Akootan 

1 

94 

Avatanok - 

41 

Teegalda 

44 

Protahsavskoi 

14 
17 

4 
S4 
IC 

19 
33 

5 
33 

» 

140 

Bollkovskie 

248 

VozDeesbeDskoi 

22 

Uiiga     ; 

163 

XoTorlDskoi 

25 

Atka,  1873: 

Neek  ol  ief skoi 

48 
39 
71 

48 
39 
59 

96 

Nazan r  - ,  r 

23 
15 

31 
10 

131 

Attou  *           .                                

tl55 

"  CIrarch-workera,  &c. 

t  Thirty -Hve  eoiils  independent  of  this  number  went  to  Copper  Island  in  1872;  tventy. 
tbree  came  to  Ounalashka  also. 

<<  In  1848  there  were  some  1,400  soals  on  the  Aleutian  Islanda 
west  of  the  Peninsula ;  the  smallpox  then  broke  ont,  and  over 
500  died  that  season,  leaving  some  900,  abont  which  namber 
still  remain.  In  those  days  these  people  were  very  poor  com- 
pared with  their  present  condition ;  they  had  bnt  little  money, 
very  little  tea,  bread,  and  sugar,  and  very  few  clothes." — Fa^r 
Shi^sneJcoVj  Ounalmhha^  September  2, 1874.* 

The  following  table  shows  the  population  of  Bnssian  America 
in  1834,  as  given  by  Bishop  Veniaminov :  t 

*  This  priest,  who  is  a  very  intelligent  and  unassuming  man,  gave  Lieu- 
tenant Maynard  and  myself  a  long  and  exceedingly  interesting  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Aleuts  were  living  under  Russian  rule,  in  order 
that  we  might  have  a  basis  for  comparison  of  the  present,  as  we  saw  it,  with 
that  of  the  past.  The  testimony  of  this  gentleman  I  regard  as  of  the  great- 
est value,  for  he  knows  more  of  the  subject  than  any  other  man  living  who 
can  be  found,  as  his  whole  life  has  been  passed  in  this  country,  and  his  char- 
acter as  a  prelate  and  a  gentleman  is  highly  respected  by  aU  who  know  him. 

t  Veniaminov  appears  to  have  been  the  only  Russian  who,  daring  the  whole 
occupation  of  Alaska  by  that  people,  has  given  to  the  world  anything  like  a 
history  of  the  country  or  a  sketch  of  its  inhabitants,  that  has  ability  or 
the  merit  of  truth.  He  is  at  present  living,  and  ranks  second  to  the  Em- 
peror in  the  Russian  Empire,  being  the  primate  of  the  national  church.  He 
must  have  been  a  man  of  fine  personal  bearing,  Judging  from  the  descrip- 
tion given  of  him  by  Sir  Greorge  Simpson,  who  met  him  at  Sitka  in  1843 : 
*'  His  appearance,  to  which  I  have  already  alluded,  impresises  a  stranger  with 
something  of  awe,  while,  on  further  intercourse,  the  gentleness  which  char- 
acterizes his  every  word  and  deed  insensibly  molds  reverence  into  love;  and 
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Koloshians 5, 000 

Copper  River ^ 300 

ChoogacMe 471 

Peninsula.. 1, 600 

Kodiaks 1,508 

Koskoquim 7, 000 

Yukon  River not  known 

Russians 706 

Oogahlensie,  (Mount  Saint  Elias,  near) 150 

KoIchanSj  (interior) not  known 

Kenai 1,628 

Aglahmtites 402 

Ounalashka  Aleuts 1,497 

Atka  Aleuts 750 

Mahlemutes,  &c not  known 

Creoles 1,295 

Total  actually  known 22, 800 

Estimate  of  the  rest 17, 000 

Making  a  total,  for  the  Territory,  of  some 40,  OOO 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  living 
between  Prince  of  Wales  Island  and  Yahkutat,*  or  Bering's 
Bay,  Alaska,  in  1837-'38,  (from  Yeniaminov,  part  III :) 

^^  The  numbers  of  these  people  (Indians)  living  in  Russian 
America  between  Prince  of  Wales  and  Bering's  Bay  in  1835 
was  10,000,  but  noTf  (1838)  not  much  over  6,000.  The  settle- 
ments, and  people  in  them,  number  as  follows : 

Soals. 

Yahkutatskie,  (Bering's  Bay) 150 

Ahkvaystkie,  (LituyaBay) 200 

Laydanoprodevskie  • . . . - 250 

Chelkatskie  (Chilcats) 200 

Ahkootskie 100 

Seethenskie,  (Sitka) 750 

Kootsnovskie,  (Hootsino) 300 

Kaykovskie,  (Cakes) 200 

Koonjeskie 150 

Gaynoovskie 300 

at  tbo  same  time  hia  talents  and  attainments  are  such  as  to  bo  worthy  of 
bis  exalted  station.  With  all  this,  the  bishop  is  sufficiently  a  man  of  the 
world  to  disdain  anything  like  cant.  His  conversation,  on  the  contrarj', 
teems  with  amusement  and  instruction,  and  his  company  is  much  prized  by 
all  who  have  the  honor  of  his  acquaintance." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


228 


▲LA8EA. 


Souk. 

Stohenskie,  (Stickeen) 1,500 

Tangasskie,  (Tongass) 150 

Kabeganskie,  (PriDce  of  Wales  Island) 1, 200 

Chasenskie 150 

Soanabnskie 100 

Total 5,850 

^'A  count  equal  to  this  may  be  made  on  the  Nasse,  Skeena« 
&c.,  a  country  now  under  the  control  of  the  English,  including 
Queen  Charlotte's  Island  at  8,000,  makes  the  number  of  all  the 
Koloshes  (Indians)  living  in  this  country  at  this  time  (1838) 
25,000,  and  not  less  than  20,000." 


Table  filiowing  the  entire  number  of  Christiana*  in  the  Territory  of  AlaMka  in  lti63, 
(Techmainov,  p.26A.) 


Kame  of  people. 

Males. 

TotaL 

BxiMianB............... ................... ................. 

976 
8S3 

836 

73 

17 

18 

19 

105 

755 

»6 

19 

S63 

97 

SI 

63 

1 

906 

8S3 

9,185 

907 

990 

75 

1 

1 

90 

101 

640 

153 

90 

913 

93 

996 

48 

1 

794 

Creoles 

1.676 

Ai^ntft.  (Onnaliwhkt.  Kodiak.  Mid  Atka) 

439i 

Kenai 

997 

Choogach - 

4S6 

Ooglamntes 

148 

Copper  Rivet  ......•..•.•..•.•...•.•.•.■•......•..••...... 

16 

Majfmiitea 

19 

Aglemates 

39 

Aziagmntes 

906 

KonkoqninMi  ......••..«• 

1.3B5 

Kvlchpaks.. 

S 

Agloomatea 

39 

Ingaleeks.. 

476 

KolcbaDt 

199 

Koloahes 

447 

Xoorilsov 

111 

ToDgasa 

9 

Total 

6.314 

5,714 

19,016 

*The  term  **Cliri8tiaa'*  here  simply  indicates  the  baptitm  at  the  ladiaiia,  with  tks 
marked  exception  of  the  Aleats.  For  instance,  the  1,305  Koskoqnims  who  pemittad  the 
priests  to  baptise  them,  had  then  no  more  idea  of  the  principles  or  practice  of  Christianity 
than  they  have  nowi  they  received  some  trifling  reward  at  the  time,  of  tohaoco,  ekich* 
Stc.t  for  sabmitting  to  the  ceremony. 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  DALL. 

While  in  the  Territory  last  season,  I  had  the  satisfaction 
of  meeting  this  gentleman,  an  employ^  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey,  and  we  had  occasion  to  exchange  views  in 
regard  to  the  condition  of  the  i)eople.  The  opinions  of  Mr. 
Dall  were,  in  some  instances,  so  different  from  mioe  that  I 
asked  him  to  embody  his  conclnsions  in  the  form  of  a  letter 
in  order  that  I  might  publish  them,  to  show  the  contrast.  This 
he  has  done,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  making  known  the  views 
of  Mr.  Dall,  and  in  appending  a  criticism  based  upon  my 
knowledge  and  judgment.  I  may  say  at  the  outset  that,  while 
I  concede  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  Mr.  Dall  '^  has  seen 
more  of  the  country  than  any  other  individual,"  I  am  not  willing 
to  grant  the  plain  inference  that  he  has  studied  that  which  he 
has  seen  more  intelligently  or  patiently  than  others,  who  may 
have  seen  less,  but  still  enough  to  form  a  correct  opinion.* 

OUNALASHKA,  ALASKA  TeERITORY, 

U.  8.  Coast  Survey  Schooner  Yukon, 

August  31, 1874. 

Gentlemen  :  At  the  instance  of  Mr.  Elliott,  I  have  addressed 
to  you  the  present  letter,  intended  to  embody  the  conclusions 
to  which  I  have  been  led  during  a  long  residence  in  this  Terri- 
tory, bearing  on  the  subject  of  your  inquiry. 

For  nearly  ten  years  I  have  been  constantly  engaged  either 
in  the  study  of  the  subject  or  in  active  investigation  in  this  re- 
gion. Three  winters  and  more  than  seven  years  of  this  period 
I  have  been  actually  resident  in  the  Territory,  and  the  duties 
assigned  to  me  have  carried  me  to  nearly  every  point  in  it 
which  is  of  any  importance.  I  have  consequently  seen  more  of 
the  country  than  any  other  individual,  and  never  having  been 
connected  in  any  way  with  any  trading  company,  it  may  be 

*  In  making  my  comments  upon  this  letter,  I  do  not  wish  to  appear  in  the 
light  of  Maying  down  the  law'  in  every  case,  for  it  is  a  qnestion  well  open 
to  argamenc  as  to  the  effeot  of  any  attempt  to  edacate  these  people.  A  long 
interview  with  General  Eaton,  Commissioner  of  Education,  upon  this  snb- 
jeot  pleased  me  very  much,  for  I  found  that  he  had  a  qnite  different  idea 
from  the  plan  now  followed  of  schools  on  our  Indian  reservations ;  indeed, 
it  was  almost  identical  with  the  views  of  the  Bassian  bishop  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, who  has  charge  of  the  Greek  Catholic  church  in  this  Territory.  The 
system  of  General  Eaton  will  undoubtedly  be  found  in  his  report  for  this 
year.  H.  W.  E. 
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reasonably  assumed  that  I  have  been  in  the  i)08itioQ  of  an  im- 
partial observer,  and  that  my  views  on  the  subject  are  not 
without  a  certain  weight 

I  will  endeavor  to  state  as  sticciuctly  as  practicable  the 
present  condition  of  the  Aleutian  people  and  its  relation  to 
their  past  condition,  the  position  which  they  hold  in  regard  to 
the  traders,  and  what  action  seems  to  me  desirable  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  protect  its  honor  and  their  rights  from 
invasion. 

Briefly,  the  past  may  be  summed  up  in  the  statement  that 
the  Aleuts  were  found  by  the  early  Eussian  explorers  a  race 
possessed  of  much  intelligence,  not  without  spirit,  yet  far  less 
warlike  and  aggressive  than  the  Eskimo  of  Kodiak  and  else- 
where, (who  are  usually  confounded  with  the  Aleuts,)  and  an 
entirely  different  people  in  character  and  disposition  from  the 
Indians  of  the  coast  or  the  interior.  They  were  reduced  by 
the  most  barbarous  and  inhuman  treatment  to  less  than  10  per 
cent,  of  their  original  numbers,  and  were  regarded  as  the  slaves 
of  the  traders. 

The  first  reaction  against  this  system  took  place  in  1794,  and 
then  and  afterward  in  1799,  1805,  and  especially  1813,  the 
Bussian  government,  recognizing  its  duty,  interposed  between 
the  Aleuts  and  the  trading  companies  regulations  intended  to 
curb  the  exactions  of  the  latter  and  improve  the  condition  of 
the  former. 

In  1824,  Father  lunocentius  YeniamiuofP,  a  noble  and 
devoted  missionary,  now  primate  of  the  Greek  Church,  began 
his  labors  among  the  Aleuts,  and  to  him  is  due  directly  most 
of  their  improvement,  mental  and  moral,  since  the  time  men- 
tioned. In  1861  and  1862  the  report  of  Imperial  Commissioner 
Golovin  was  prepared  and  submitted,  and  the  result  showing 
that  the  regulations  of  the  government  had  been  more  or 
less  unsuccessful  in  checking  the  rapacity  of  the  traders,  their 
charter  was  not  renewed.(l) 

In  the  Eussian  plan,  the  Aleuts  were  in  a  condition  of  serf- 
dom to  the  company  which  controlled  the  colonies.  Yet  the 
company  had  its  own  obligations  to  fulfill  toward  them,  and 
when  these  were  enforced,  no  Eussian,  except  the  commander 
of  a  trading-post,  could  strike  a  native ;  the  Aleuts  were  in- 
sured a  subsistence ;  the  making  of  quass,  a  fermented  liquor, 
of  which  the  basis  is  meal  and  sugar  or  molasses,  was  forbid- 
den under  heavy  penalties,  and  intoxicating  spirits  were  only 
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faiDislied  to  the  natives  when  actually  engaged  in  heavy 
manual  labor  for  the  company,  and  then  in  very  limited  quan- 
tities. Schools  were  obliged  to  be  maintained  by  the  company, 
in  which  the  priests  were  usually  the  teachers,  and  though 
these  were  of  rather  a  poor  character,  yet  the  children  who 
manifested  more  than  usual  ability  were  able  to  enter  a  higher 
seminary  at  Sitka,  and  to  obtain  in  this  manner  a  tolerable 
education,  for  which  in  return  they  were  bound  to  the  com- 
l)anj'8  service  at  stated  wages  for  a  term  of  years.  A  number 
of  individuals  thus  educated(2)  participated  with  credit  to  them- 
selves in  the  exploration  of  the  Territory,  and  commanded  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  company,  or  otherwise  held  positions  of 
responsibility.  The  entire  race  became  christianized,  their  re- 
ligion being  of  a  low  type  it  is  true,  but  unmistakably  earnest 
and  devoted. 

So  much  for  the  past.  Under  this  system  of  tutelage  the 
Aleuts  lost  almost  entirely  the  feeling  of  independence  or  the 
capacity  for  independent  action  and  self-guidance. 

In  describing  their  present  condition,  I  must  premise  that  no 
one  v^ho  has  studied  them  at  all  has  ever  placed  them  in  a  light 
which  would  class  them  with  our  wild  and  unrulj'  Indian  tribes, 
and  that  the  care  and  endeavors  wasted  on  some  of  these  should 
not  be  taken  as  factors  in  forming  a  judgment  of  what  is  desir- 
able or  practicable  to  be  done  for  the  Aleuts.  The  latter  are  a 
mild,  intelligent,  and  docile  people,  always  ready  to  submit  to 
authority,  even  if  groundless  or  self-constituted. 

1  have  visited  personally  all  the  principal  settlements  in  the 
Fxibiloff  and  Aleutian  Islands,  and  with  Ounalashka  am  especi- 
ally familiar,  having  wintered  here  and  been  brought  into  tol- 
erably close  relations  with  the  people  during  the  last  three 
years. 

The  settlements  can  be  assigned  to  four  principal  groups,  ex- 
cluding that  of  Attn,  which  I  am  informed  is  about  to  be  aban- 
doned. These  are  Atka,  Ounalashka,  Belkoffsky,  and  the  Shu- 
magin  Islands.  There  are  a  number  of  very  small  outlying  set- 
tlements, but  all  of  them  are  closely  contiguous  to  one  or  the 
other  of  these  principal  places. 

The  people  of  Atka  are  more  enterprising  and  intelligent  in 
hunting,  and  have  been  less  demoralized  by  contact  with 
traders ;  the  converse  is  true  of  Belkoffsky  and  the  Shumagins ; 
otherwise  the  uniformity  of  character  and  condition  through- 
out the  Aleutian  chain  is  remarkable.    The  people  of  the  Pribi- 
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loff  groap  have  been  ander  exceptional  conditions  for  several 
years.  They  have  had  schools,  (after  a  fashion,)  steady  and 
remanerative  employment,  a  resident  physician,  and  are  able 
to  purchase  provisions  and  other  necessaries  at  a  reasonable 
price ;  hence  they  cannot  be  compared  with  the  others  who 
have  had  none  of  these  advantages.  That  the  former  show  the 
good  effects  of  their  situation,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  state. 

The  relations  between  these  people  and  the  traders,  or,  more 
strictly,  with  the  one  trading  company  which  has  at  present  an 
overwhelming  predominance  throughout  the  Aleutian  region, 
are  peculiar,  and  require  a  word  of  explanation. 

The  Aleuts,  except  on  the  Pribiloff  Islands,  gain  a  livelihood 
by  hnnting  the  seaotter  and  by  fishing.  None  of  the  islands 
afford  any  subsistence  except  that  drawn  from  the  sea. 

To  hunt  or  fish,  in  fact  to  live,  the  Aleut  is  totally  depend- 
ent on  his  skin-canoe.  To  make  this  canoe  he  must  have  hair- 
seal  or  sea-lion  skins.  From  various  causes  the  sea-lions  are 
not  now  to  be  found,  as  formerly,  within  reach  of  the  large  set- 
tlements, except  on  the  Pribiloff  Islands.  This  made  no  differ- 
ence nnder  the  Eussian  rule,  as  the  sea-lion  skins  were  taken 
under  the  company's  direction  at  the  Pribiloff  Islands,  and  were 
then  distributed  to  the  various  points  where  they  were  needed^ 
and  were  given  to  the  Aleuts  gratis.  Now,  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  obliged  to  buy  them,  and  to  buy  them  of  the  company, 
who  hold  the  lease  of  the  Pribiloff  Islands,  except  in  very  rare 
cases.  As  the  company's  agents,  in  the  natural  course  of  busi- 
ness, will  sell  these  materials  only  to  those  natives  who  aie 
known  to  bring  all  their  furs  to  the  company's  store  for  sale,  it 
follows  that  the  lease  of  the  fur-seal  islands  carries  with  it  a 
practical  monopoly  of  all  the  fur^trade  of  the  Aleutian  nation, 
that  is  to  say,  the  sea-otter  as  well  as  the  seal  trade.(d) 

Though  questions  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  those  less  famil- 
iar with  the  subject  than  myself  as  to  the  necessity  of  this  mo- 
nopoly, it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  is  a  fact,  and,  joined  with 
the  vt;ry  great  profits  of  the  seal-trade,  gives  such  a  weight  to 
a  company  possessing  these  advantages  as  to  enable  them  to 
kill  out  all  opposition  traders,  or  to  reduce  their  business  and 
influence  to  a  nullity.  In  poiut  of  fact,  then,  except  in  Belkoff- 
sky  and  the  Shumagins,  where  sea-lion  are  yet  obtainable  by 
the  natives  without  the  intervention  of  the  company,  the  latter 
is  in  the  possession  of  absolute  and  unchecked  power  over  the 
whole  Aleut  nation. 
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Before  proceeding  to  discass  how  this  power  has  been  exer- 
cised, it  is  necessary  to  call  attention  to  certain  characteristics 
of  the  natives  which  your  own  observation  ^ill  doubtless  con- 
firm. Like  all  races  of  a  low  degree  of  civilization,  the  attrac- 
tion which  intoxicating  liquors,  fermented  or  distilled,  exercises 
over  them  is  not  eqnaled  by  any  other  iuflnence  to  which  they 
are  subjected.  The  manufacture  of  quass,  which  they  derived 
from  the  Bussians,  although  prohibited  by  the  regulations  of 
the  Bussian  company,  has  become  a  universal  practice,  and, 
joined  to  the  absence  of  any  elevating  influences,  such  as 
schools,  or  the  supervision  of  agents  deriving  their  authority 
from  the  Government,  is  rapidly  and  surely  degrading  the 
character  and  increasing  the  mortality  of  the  Aleuts.  Where- 
ever  opposition  traders  meet,  they  both  connive  at  this 
infamy,  and  in  such  places  the  deterioration  of  the 
{)eople  is  more  marked  and  rapid.  There  are  no  grounds  for 
stating,  nor  is  it  my  opinion,  that  the  present  company  has 
abused  its  position  more  than  any  other  would  do  in  the  same 
case ;  this,  however,  is  not  the  question  at  issue,  but  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  the  honor  of  the  Government  and  with  its 
duty  toward  a  people  who  occupy  the  position  of  wards  of  the 
United  States  to  leave  them  in  a  condition  where  the  grossest 
tyranny  is  possible,  and  where  gradual  degradation  and  re- 
lapse into  barbarism  is  certain.  Let  us  examine  for  a  moment 
the  condition  of  the  Territory.  There  is  absolutely  no  law,  no 
means  of  protection,  no  redress  for  injury  for  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States  even,  to  say  nothing  of  native8.(4)  A  number  of 
murders  among  the  whites  have  occurred  during  the  past  few 
years.  Only  one  man  was  ever  apprehended,  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  he  was  discharged  by  the  courts  of  Washington 
Territory  for  want  of  jurisdiction!  That  acts  of  injustice  and 
oppression  have  occurred  between  the  traders  and  the  com- 
pany I  have  abundant  evidence,  though  such  things  are  not 
likely  to  occur  in  the  presence  of  a  United  States  officer.  Sup- 
pose some  act  of  gross  injustice  should  occur,  in  what  way  would 
the  unfortunate  Aleut  make  his  troubles  known,  if  his  long  ex- 
perience under  the  Russians,  and  disappointed  hopes  under  the 
various  visits  of  United  States  officials,  had  not  taught  him 
that  the  best  way  was  to  bear  it  in  silence  t 

If  he  desired  to  communicate  with  civilization,  the  only 
mails  are  by  the  company's  vessels,  and  I  have  positive  evi- 
dence that  they  do  not  always  respect  even  the  sanctity  of  offl- 
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cial  coinmunicatioDS  iutrusted  to  their  agent  for  transmis- 
Bion.(5)  ^ 

Does  he  desire  to  communicate  with  the  cutter  duriug  h^ 
annual  visit,  (if  he  is  fortunate  enough  to  live  in  Ouualashka 
when  she  does  come,)  he  knows  that  a  year  must  elapse  before 
any  result  can  be  attained,  and  meanwhile  he  will  be  subjected 
to  ill-treatment  from  the  agent  of  whom  he  has  complained, 
intensified  by  the  knowledge  that  complaint  has  been  made.(6) 

In  old  times  each  village  had  a  iyone  or  chief  elected  by 
suffrage,  whose  duty  it  was  to  be  present  at  all  trade,  and  arbi- 
trate between  the  traders  and  the  natives,  and  prevent  any 
cheating  of  the  latter  by  the  former.  2^ow,  the  tyone  is  the 
creature  of  the  company,  paid  by  them ;  if  there  are  opposition 
traders  there  are  two  tyoues,  and  it  is  evident  how  impartial 
must  be  their  arbitration,  and  what  is  the  character  of  the  pro- 
tection they  afford. 

The  Russians  left  these  people  with  their  self-reliance  en- 
feebled, but  their  intelligence  and  morals  elevated  to  some 
extent  above  their  original  condition.  We  have  done  nothing 
to  sustain  them  in  this  position,  nor  to  cultivate  their  self-reli- 
ance. 

I  think  I  may  say  that  inquiries  on  3X>ur  part  in  relation  to 
specific  acts  of  oppression  would  be  quite  fruitless.  Those  na- 
tives who  may  have  suffered  have  long  since  learned  by  experi- 
ence that  complaints  result  in  nothing  unless  in  an  aggravation 
of  the  original  difficulty,  and  the  tyone  paid  by  the  company 
can  always  bring  forward  evidence  such  as  his  employers  may 
desire.  I  must  again  repeat,  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  punish- 
ing actual  offenses,  but  of  providing  against  the  perpetration 
of  them ;  and  to  await  outrages  so  gross  as  to  force  their  way 
to  our  ears,  before  extending  protection,  is  to  wait  till  the  stable 
is  empty  before  locking  the  door. 

I  do  not  blame  the  traders  for  doing  little  or  nothing  to  ele- 
vate or  improve  the  natives.(7)  It  is  not  their  business ;  and, 
even  if  they  were  willing  to  work  against  their  own  pecuniary 
interest  in  this  way,  it  still  should  not  be  left  to  them. 

The  description  of  men  who  gain  their  livelihood  aa  far- 
traders  are,  with  rare  exceptions,  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  abso- 
lute power  over  unresisting  natives,  notwithstanding  the  pos- 
sible high  character  of  the  distant  heads  of  the  company  who 
employ  them. 
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What  then  should  be  done  to  regulate  the  action  of  the  two 
parties  t 

It  is  with  some  hesitation  that  I  offer  my  opinion  on  so  grave 
a  question.  One  thing  I  feel  certain  of:  the  manufacture  of 
quass  should  be  put  down,  and  no  intoxicating  liquor  should 
be  allowed  to  enter  the  country  on  any  pretext  whatever. 

I  think  it  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  schools  for 
the  younger  people,  who  are  growing  up  in  ignorance,  while 
many  of  their  parents  can  read  and  write  in  the  Bussian  lan- 
guage. These  schools  should  teach  the  rudiments  of  English 
education,  and  should  be  free  from  any  religious  bias,  as  other- 
wise they  would  fail.    Attendance  should  be  made  compulsory. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  this  would  require  many  officials  and 
great  expense  to  get  at  the  separated  communities.  I  think  I 
can  show  that  this  need  not  necessarily  be  the  case.  Suppose 
that  the  laws  governing  the  Indian  reservations  were  extended 
over  the  Aleutian  region.  A  beginning  could  be  made  at  the 
four  principal  places  I  have  named,  or  at  one  or  more  of  them ; 
and  extended,  or  the  plan  modified,  as  experience  would  show 
desirable.  The  few  outlying  smaller  settlements  could  be 
reached  from  these,  if  not  at  once,  at  least  eventually.  Let  the 
settlement  be  declared  a  reservation,  and  the  resident  official 
invested  with  the  powers  of  an  Indian  agent,  and  supplemented 
by  a  schoolmaster.  Then  the  first  would  be  in  a  position  to 
arbitrate  between  the  natives  and  traders  in  disputed  cases, 
and  to  enforce  justice  on  both  sides.(8) 

I  have  not  arrived  at  that  point  where  I  should  believe  that 
the  Government  habitually  employs  dishonest  agents,  though 
long  experience  in  Alaska  might  shake  any  man's  optimism. 

At  all  events,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  act  in  the  matter,  if  only  to  save  its  own  honor.  I  think 
there  is  a  duty  involved  aside  from  economical  considerations. 
The  citizens,  if  not  the  wards  of  the  United  States,  are  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  law,  and  it  should  be  extended  to  them. 
Whether  the  method  which  I  have  suggested  is  the  best  or  not 
is  a  question  to  be  decided  by  others,  but  I  cannot  see  how 
there  can  be  two  opinions  about  the  duty  of  extending  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  and  an  opportunity  for  education  to  these 
and  other  civilized  inhabitants  of  this  Territory. 

That  these  are  now  wanting  no  honest  or  sane  man  can  deny. 

It  would  be  very  desirable,  also,  that  the  headquarters  of  au- 
thority in  the  Territory  be  transferred  to  Ounalashka.    It  is 
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the  most  important  and  central  point ;  Oat  eyen  Kodiak  woold 
be  better  than  Sitka,  which  has  now  no  importance  and  hardly 
any  ba8iness.(9) 

Apologizing  for  having  trespassed  on  your  attention  witti  so 
lengthy  a  commanioationf  I  will  now  close  this  letter  with  one 
remark,  which  has  no  special  connection  with  the  foregoiDg,  bnt 
which  I  believe  of  some  importance.  This  is,  that  it  wonld  be 
very  desirable  that  the  officers  of  the  United  States  employed 
on  the  Pribiloff  Islands  should  be  prohibited  from  receiving 
pay  Arom,  or  rendering  services  for  pay  to,  the  company  whom 
practically  they  are  placed  there  to  watch.  That  this  has  oc- 
curred in  several  instances  I  am  aware,  and  probably  in  some 
cases  without  any  improper  intent  on  either  side ;  but  it  is  ev- 
ident at  once  that  it  opens  a  wide  door  for  scandal,  if  not  for 
fraud.(lO) 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  yours,  very  truly, 

WM.  H.  DAJLL, 
Acting  Assistant  United  States  Coast-Surveyj 

In  charge  Hydrographic  Beconnaissanee  of  Alaska, 
Messrs.  H.  W.  Bluott  and 
Washbuen  Maynabd,  U.  8.  N.y 

United  States  Chmimssi4)ners. 

COaiMENTS  UPON  THE  FOBEGOINa  LETTER. 

(1)  The  fact  the  Russian  American  Company,  at  the  close  of  its 
third  term  of  twenty  years,  in  1862,  was  over  two  millions  of  sil- 
ver rubles  in  debt  may  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
faihire  in  getting  a  renewal  of  its  charter.  A  losing  basiness  is 
not  often  persisted  in  a  great  while  by  either  corporations  or  in- 
dividuals. The  extravagance  and  sbiftlessness  in  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  in  Alaska  by  the  officers  of  the  Russian  Ameri- 
can Company,  daring  the  last'twenty  or  thirty  years  of  its  exist- 
ence, may  alone  have  tended  to  the  result. 

(2)  Here  Mr.  Dall,  not  directly  perhaps,  but  plainly,  gives  ua 
to  understand  that  a  namber  of  natives,  Aleuts,  were  educated 
in  Russian  schools,  and  *^  participated  with  great  credit  to  them- 
selves in  the  exploration  of  the  Territory,  and  commanded  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  company,  or  otherwise  held  positions  of 
responsibility."  This  is  a  mistake ;  for  these  people,  serving  with 
such  credit,  ed  ucated  by  the  company  in  qxxestioiiy  tcerenotAleutSf 
but  Creoles  J  or  Jialf  breeds,  and  octoroons.  There  is  no  record  of 
any  service  rendered  the  Russian  company  by  the  Afeuto,  other 
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thao  that  of  good,  honest  manual  labor,  with  the  exception  of 
a  certain  Aleut  named  Oostigov,  who  at  Sitka  ^' was  considered 
a  fair  navigator."  These  people  made  good  ordinary  carpenters, 
blacksmiths,  coopers,  locksmiths,  and  sailors — good  enough  for 
the  Bussian  service — ^but  such  a  grade  of  labor  will  not  satisfy 
our  traders  or  captains;  and  there  is,  therefore,  no  demand  for 
such  upon  these  people,  and  there  never  will  be,  as  long  as  the 
country  is  under  American  controL  We  have  iu'San  Francisco 
today  too  many  idle  workmen  of  all  grades  better  than  the  Aleuts 
oould  be  made,  and  when  such  labor  is  wanted  in  Alaska,  these 
men  will  be  employed  therei  Kemoving  the  Bussian  Company 
from  the  country  leaves  no  future  employment  whatever  for  the 
Aleuts,  in  the  capacity  above  mentioned,  no  matter  what  may  be 
their  education^  advantages. 

{3)  That  Mr.  Dall  can  advance  such  an  argument  in  regard 
to  the  monopoly  of  the  fur- trade  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  by  the 
'  control  of  thesea-lionskinsofthePrybilovIslandsis  very  strange, 
for  the  fact  is,  that  any  trader  to-day  who  may  deem  the  fur- 
trade  of  that  section  worth  the  outlay  necessary  to  fit  ap  a  small 
schooner  or  sloop,  and  send  it  out  every  other  season  equipped 
for  sea  lion  hunting  among  the  Aleutian  Islands,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Peninsula  and  those  islands  south  of  it,  can  secure  skins 
enough  for  the  entire  use  of  the  whole  Aleutian  population !  An 
annual  outlay  of  only  $2,500  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  an  oppo- 
sition trader  at  Ounalashka  to  place  himself  on  the  same  foot- 
ing, in  this  respect,  with  his  present  rival  there.  Whether  the 
fur-trade  of  that  district  is  worth  enough  to  warrant  this  small 
expenditure  or  not  is  a  matter  for  the  traders  themselves  to 
settle,  not  us,  but  the  fact  speaks  for  itself.  Even  if  there  were 
no  sea-lions  except  on  the  Prybilov  Islands,  (which  is  not  true,) 
the  traders  who  take  any  interest  in  this  section  are  perfectly  in- 
dependent of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  for  there  are 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  walrus  not  four  hundred  miles 
from  Ounalashka,  the  skins  of  which  can  be  made,  with  a  little 
more  labor,  quite  asvalnablefor  covering  the  bidarkies  or  canoes 
of  the  sea-otter  hunters ;  if  anything,  they  are  more  durable, 
and  these  walrus  can  be  obtained  as  easily  as  so  many  hogs  or 
sheep. 

(4)  In  this  paragraph  I  concur;  it  is  true. 

(5)  This  is  a  case  in  which  I  think,  or  rather  know,  that  Mr. 
Dall  casts  an  unworthy  reflection  upon  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  without  just  ground.    The  facts  are  as  follows :  In 
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tbe  spring  of  1872  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  sent  a  mao 
from  San  Francisco,  on  trial,  to  serve  as  assistant  agent  at 
Onnalashka ;  he  was  found  wanting,  and  in  less  than  six  months 
from  the  time  of  his  engagement  he  was  dismissed  from  its 
service  as  unfit  and  incompetent.  Mr.  Dall  had  given  a  letter 
to  the  person  in  question,  while  that  person  was  acting  for  the 
company  as  assistant  trader  at  Onnalashka,  for  transmission  to 
the  postmaster  at  San  Francisco.  This  letter  contained  a  smsJl 
sum  of  money,  (a  twenty-dollar  greenback,  I  believe,)  and  never 
reached  its  destination.  I  am,  of  course,  not  prepared  to  say 
whether  the  man  robbed  the  letter  or  not ;  but  I  should  acquit 
the  company  of  collusion  in  so  contemptible  a  matter,  even  if 
this  man  did  do  so.  Then,  again,  Mr.  Dall  writes  this  letter  with 
th^  ship  of  an  opposition  trader  laying  over  ten  days  at  anchor 
in  the  same  harbor  with  us — no  other  vessels  than  those  of  the 
company  to  carry  the  mails ! 

(6)  This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  ask  for  a  steam  revenue- 
vessel  in  this  Territory :  it  is  impomhUfor  a  saUing-cutier  to  go 
about  from  place  to  place,  as  she  ought  to  do. 

(7)^n  this  case  I  think  I  have  shown,  in  a  foregoing  chap- 
ter, that,  contrary  to  Mr.  DalPs  statement,  it  is  to  the  direct 
interest  of  traders  to  do  fdl  in  their  power  to  improve  and  elevate 
the  nativeSy  and  that  the  natives  are  to-day  living,  at  Onnalashka 
and  elsewhere  in  the  Aleutian  district,  in  better  condition  than 
they  have  ever  lived  before* 

The  traders,  however,  differ  in  their  appreciation  of  t^is  truth ; 
bat  two  very  successful  traders  in  the  Territory,  Capt.  E.  Hen- 
nig  and  M.  Mercier,  have  given  me  good  reason  for  making 
this  statement — so  emphatic :  a  trader  who  does  the  best  by  the 
natives  will  be  the  better  served  by  them.  Father  Shiesnekov 
makes  a  deliberate  statement  which  I  print  in  this  appendix 
(page  226)  that  conflicts  with  Mr.  Dall's  decidedly,  and  as  this 
priest  has  spent  over  twenty-five  mature  years  of  active  intelli- 
gent labor  among  these  people,  his  judgment  is  worth  some- 
thing, inasmuch  as  he  ^'  bas  seen  more  of  the  country  than  any 
other  individual,"  and  no  one  can  controvert  the  fact. 

(8)  This  policy  of  Mr.  Ball's,  of  declaring  four  or  five  Indian 
reservations  in  the  Aleutian  district,  with  an  Indian  agent  and 
schoolmaster  in  each,  would,  in  my  best  judgment,  amount  to 
nothing  but  discord  and  mischief.  What  security  can  the  Gov- 
ernment have  for  the  disinterestedness  and  honesty  of  its  Indian 
agents  I    Are  such  agents  to  tell  the  traders  in  the  country 
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how  much  they  shall  pay  the  natives,  or  to  advise  the  natives 
how  to  meet  the  traders  t  Interference  thus  by  the  Qovemment 
with  the  relationship  of  the  traders  to  the  natives  will  surely 
be  bad ;  i.  «.,  if  the  natives  are  fleeced  now,  they  will,  with 
an  Indian  agent  arbitrating,  be  doubly  fleeced.  The  poor 
Aleuts  are  the  gainers  by  having  only  one  power,  the  traders, 
to  deal  with,  as  at  present,  or  they  could  not  live  as  they  do. 
There  is  no  middle  ground  here.  If  Alaska  is  an  Indian  reser- 
vation, then  there  can  be  no  white  people  there ;  if  not,  then 
Government  cannot  interfere  with  legitimate  trade. 

With  regard  to  the  schoolmasters,  were  the  Government  able 
to  select  and  send  the  most  zealous  and  excellent  of  their  class, 
they  would  find  in  this  Territory  a  barren  field.  Let  the  Greek 
Catholic  Church  continue  its  work ;  it  is  the  only  power  thpt 
can  accomplish  any  good  in  the  mental  future  of  the  Aleut 

(9)  I  think  myself  that  Ounalashka  is  the  best  place,  but 
Kodiak  is  more  central. 

(10)  I  happened  to  be  talking  about  this  matter,  in  the 
spring  of  1872,  with  one  of  the  persons,  perhaps,  of  whom  Mr. 
Dall  complains.  It  is,  however,  a  very  clear  case,  and  the^nly 
one  that  has  occurred  since  the  granting bf  the  lease,  and  in  no 
way  improper ;  but  "  as  it  opens  a  wide  door  for  scandal,  if  not 
for  fraud,''  I  was  assured  by  the  company  that  the  thing  should 
never  again  occur.  The  facts  are  these :  During  the  sojourn  of 
one  of  the  Government  agents,  stationed  on  the  islands,  this 
gentleman  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  language  of  the  Aleuts, 
being  himself  a  linigaist  of  fine  accomplishment;  the  agent  of 
the  company  conceived  the  idea  of  getting  him  to  teach  the 
school,  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the  Kussian,  which  the 
schoolmaster  employed  did  not  possess,  in  the  hope  that  the 
school  would  be  more  attractive  to  the  native  children.  During 
the  winter,  therefore,  the  Government  officer  voluntarily  taught 
school,  although  the  attendance  was  small,  for  reasons  which  I 
have  given  in  the  body  of  my  report.  The  only  other  instance 
where  anything  of  this  kiqd  had  occurred  was  in  the  case  of 
this  same  gentleman,  who  had  with  great  labor  and  pains  com- 
piled an  English  and  Aleutian  vocabulary,  which  was  deemed 
by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  to  be  of  value  for  the  use 
of  their  traders,  and  they  purchased  it  for  some  $100, 1  believe, 
soon  after  the  connection  of  this  gentleman  with  the  Seal 
Islands  was  dissolved.  But  long  before  the  date  of  Mr.  DalFs 
letter  the  company's  agent  informed  me  of  this  action  on  their 
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part,  and,  at  the  same  time,  announced  their  determination  to 
do  so  no  more,  in  conseqnence  of  its  liability  to  misrepresenta- 
tion. This  (Government  agent  left  the  Seal  Islands  in  1872,  at 
his  own  reqnest,  on  account  of  the  isolation  and  distance  from 
his  family,  and  has  been  in  Washington,  employed  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  ever  since.  -  Most  likely,  in  this  matter  Mr. 
Dall  refers  to  transactions  that  took  place  on  the  islands  before 
the  granting  of  the  lease,  and  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge 
other  than  that  of  hearsay ;  but  as  to  what  has  transpired  on 
these  islands  since  the  inauguration  of  the  present  state  of 
afbirs,  I  am  itilly  cognizant ;  that  which  took  place  previous 
to  this  is  now  of  no  importance.  It  was  a  disorderly  medley 
of  civil  and  military  authority,  and,  as  near  as  I  can  learn, 
reflects  no  special  credit  upon  any  of  the  ofScers  concerned  on 
the  part  of  the  Government. 
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THE  PEIBTLOV  ISLANDS.* 

*'  Under  the  name  of  the  Pryhilov  Islands  are  known  two  small 
islands  lying  in  Bering  Sea,  between  SC'^  and  57^  north  lati- 
tude and  168°  and  170^  west  longitude. 

"  These  islands  were  not  known  before  the  year  1786;  mate 
O.  Prybilovj  then  in  the  service  of  a  swan-hunting  company, 
first,  in  the  Russian  name,  found  them,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
was  not  the  first  discoverer,  because,  as  before  said,  (Part  I, 
chap.  1,)  on  one  of  them  (southwest  side  of  Saint  Paul)  signs, 
such  as  a  pipe,  brass  knife  handle,  and  traces  of  fire  were 
found,  indicating  that  people  had  been  there  before,  but  not 
long,  as  places  were  observed  where  the  grass  had  been  burned 
and  scorched.  But  if  we  can  believe  the  Aleuts  in  what  they 
relate,  thQ  islands  were  known  to  them  long  before  they  were 
visited  by  the  Russians.  They  knew  and  called  them  ^Ateek^ 
after  having  heard  about  them. 

'^  Eegaddahgeek,  a  son  of  an  Oonimak  chief  by  the  name  of 
Ah-kak-nee-kak,  was  taken  out  to  sea  in  a  bidarkie  by  a  storm, 
the  wind  blowing  strong  from  the  south.  He  could  not  gef  back 
to  the  beach,  nor  could  he  make  any  other  landing,  and  was 
obliged  to  run  before  the  wind  three  or  four  days,  when  he 
brought  up  on  Saint  Paul's  Island,  north  from  the  land  which 
he  had  been  compelled  to  leave.  Here  he  reiMuned  until  autumn, 
and  became  acquainted  with  the  hunting  of  different  animals. 
Elegant  weather  one  day  setting  in,  he  saw  the  peaks  of  Ooni- 
mak. He  then  resolved  to  put  to  sea,  and  return  to  receive  the 
thanks  of  his  people  there ;  and,  after  three  or  four  days  of  trav- 
eling, he  arrived  at  Oonimak,  with  many  otter  tails  and  snouts.t 

'<  The  islands  were  both  at  first  without  vegetation,  with  ex- 
ception of  Saint  PauFs,  where  there  was  a  small  talneek  creep- 
ing along  on  the  ground ;  and  on  Saint  George,  if  we  believe 

*  Translated  by  the  writer  from  Bishop  Inuoceut  VeDiamiQov^s  work 
"  Zapieska  ob  Octrovah  Oonablasbkenskaho  Otdayla.  St.  Petersburg,  1840. 
(The  only  Russian  treatise  upon  the  subject  found.  The  aeleciions  most  per- 
tinent to  the  subject  are  introduced  alone  in  this  translation.)    H.  W.  E. 

t  Here  Yeniaminov  says  that  he  does  feel  inclined  to  believe  this  story,  as 
the  peaks  of  Oonimak  can  be  seen  occasionally  from  Saint  PauPs !  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  they  were  never  observed  by  any  mortal  eye  from 
{he  Pryhilov  Group.  The  wide  expanse  of  water  between  these  points,  and 
the  thick,  foggy  air  of  Bering  Sea,  especially  so  at  the  season  mentioned  in 
this  story  above,  will  always  make  the  mountains  of  Oonimak  invisible  to 
the  eye  from  Saint  Paul's  Island.  A  mirage  is  almost  an  impossibility;  it 
may  have  been  much  more  probable  if  the  date  was  a  winter  one.— U.  W.  E. 
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the  accoants  of  the  first  ones  there  to  see,  nothing  grew,  even 
grass,  except  on  the  places  where  the  carcasses  of  dead  animab 
rotted.  In  the  coarse  of  time  both  islands  were  covered  with 
grass,  a  great  part  of  it  being  of  the  sedge  kind.  On  them  are 
two  varieties  of  berries,  &c.,  &c. 

*'  The  Aleuts  serving  the  company  here  sustained  the  follow- 
ing relations  between  themselves  and  it,  to  wit :  Each  of  them 
worked  without  solicitation  and  at  whatever  was  found,  and  to 
which  they  were  directed,  or  that  which  they  understood.  Pay- 
ment for  their  toil  was  not  established  by  the  day  or  by  the 
year,  but  in  general  for  each  thing  taken  by  them  or  standing 
or  put  to  their  credit  by  the  company ;  for  instance,  especially, 
the  skins  of  animals,  the  teeth  of  walrus,  barrels  of  oil,  &c. 
These  sums,  whatever  they  might  be,  were  placed  by  the  com- 
pany to  their  credit,  for  all  general  hunting  and  working  was 
established  or  fixed  for  the  whole  year  fairly.  The  Aleuts  in 
general  received  no  specific  wages,  though  they  were  not  all 
alike  or  equal,  there  being  usually  three  or  four  classes. 

^^  In  these  classes,  to  the  last  or  least,  the  sick  and  old  work- 
men were  counted  in,  although  they  were  only  burdens,  and 
therefore  they  received  the  smaller  shares,  about  150  rubles, 
and  the  other  and  better  classes  received  from  220  to  250  rubles 
a  year.  Those  who  were  zealous  were  rewarded  by  the  com- 
pany with  60  to  100  rubles.  The  wives  of  the  Aleuts,  who 
worked  only  at  the  seal-hunting,  received  from  25  to  35  rubles.* 

^^Animals  on  the  Prybilov  Islands. — Foxes  and  mice.  Some- 
times the  ice  brings  bears  and  red  foxes.  The  bears  were  never 
allowed  to  live  since  they  could  not  be  made  useful ;  and  also 
the  red  foxes,  as  they  would  only  spoil  the  breed  already  exist- 
ing, with  regard  to  color  of  the  fur. 

^^  Fur-seals,  sea-lions,  hair-seals,  and  a  few  walrus  are  the  only 
animals  that  may  be  said  to  belong  to  the  Prybilov  Islands. 

^' Birds. — The  guillemontSy  {or  arries ;)  gu\l»;  puffins;  crested, 
horned,  and  white-breasted  auks;  snow-finches;  geese,  (two 
kinds ;)  a  few  kinds  of  Tringa  ;  sea-ducks,  black  and  gray.  Most 
of  these  birds  come  here  to  lay,  and  with  them  jagerSj  hawks, 
owls,  and  ^chikees,^{h\gLaurtis  glaucus,)  and  the  albatross  is  fre- 
quently to  be  seen  around  the  beaches." 

^^Sea  otters  became  scarce  generally  in  1811,  and  in  the  next 
thirty  years  extinct. 

*  Compare  this  annual  payment  made  by  the  Russians  with  the  cash  set- 
tlement made  every  year  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  the  present 
lessee  of  these  islands,  as  presented  in  the  chapter  on  the  condition  of  affaira 
on  the  seal  islands. — H.  W.  £. 
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**  The  fuT'Seah  (*  sea-cats')  astonisb  us  by  their  great  num- 
bers,^ as  they  gradually  come  up  on  to  their  breeding-places, 
notwithstanding  harsh  and  foolish  treatment  of  them,  continued 
almost  half  a  century  (until  1824)  without  mercy. 

^<  In  the  first  years,  on  Saint  Paul's  Island,  fcom  50,000  to 
60,000  were  taken  annually,  and  on  Saint  George  from  40,000 
to  50,000  every  year.  Such  horrible  killing  was  neither  neces- 
sary nor  demanded.  The  skins  were  frequently  taken  without 
any  list  or  count.  In  1803, 800,000  seal-skins  had  accumulated, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  make  advantageous  sale  of  so  many 
skins ;  for  in  this  great  number  so  many  were  spoiled  that  it 
became  necessary  to  cut  or  throw  into  the  sea  700,000  pelts! 
If  G.  Bezanov  (our  minister  to  Japan)  had  not  given  this  his 
attention,  and  put  himself  between  the  animals  and  this  foolish 
management  of  them,  it  appears  plainly  to  mn  that  these  crea- 
tures would  have  long  ago  changed  for  the  worse. 

^*  Of  the  number  of  skins  taken  up  to  1817, 1  have  no  knowl- 
edge to  rely  upon,  but  from  that  time,  and  up  to  the  present 
writing,  I  have  true  and  reliable  accounts,  which  I  put  in  the 
appendix  to  this  volume.  From  these  lists  it  will  be  seen  that 
still  in  1820,  on  both  islands,  there  were  killed  more  than  50,000 
seals,  viz,  on  Saint  Paul's,  39,700 ;  and  on  Saint  George,  10,250. 
There  were  eye-witnesses  to  the  reason  for  this  diminution  of 
the  seals,  and  it  is  only  wonderfal  besides  that  they  are  still 
existing,  as  they  have  been  treated  almost  without  mercy  so 
many  years.  The  cows  produce  only  one  pup  each  every  year. 
They  have  known  deadly  enemies,  and  also  are  still  exposed  to 
many  foes  unknown.  From  this  killing  of  the  seals  they  steadily 
grew  less,  except  on  one  occasion,  which  was  on  Saint  George's 
Island,  where  an  opportunity  was  given  suddenly  to  kill  a  large 
number ;  but  the  circumstances  do  not  seem  to  be  important. 
On  one  occasion  a  drive  was  made  of  15,000  male  and  female 
seals,  but  the  night  was  dark,  and  it  was  not  practicable  to 
separate  the  cows  from  the  males';  and  they  were,  therefore, 
allowed  to  stand  over  until  daylight  should  come.  The  men 
put  in  charge  of  the  herding  of  the  drove  were  careless,  and 
the  seals  took  advantage  of  this  negligence,  and  made  an 
attempt  to  escape  by  throwing  themselves  from  the  bluffs  over 
the  beach  near  by  into  the  sea ;  but,  as  this  blufif  was  steep, 
high,  rough,  and  slippery,  they  fell  over  and  were  all  injured. 
Now,  for  the  first  time,  great  numbers  of  seals  were  missed, 
and  why,  it  was  not  significant  or  apparent ;  but  on  the  follow- 
ing year,  instead  of  the  appearance  and  catch  of  40,000  or , 
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60,000,  less  than  30,000  were  killed  and  taken,  and  then,  too, 
the  nambers  of  seals  were  known  to  diminish,  and  in  tiie^same 
way,  only  greater,  on  the  other  island.  For  instance,  in  the  first 
years,  on  the  island  of  Saint  George,  the  seals  were  only  five  or 
six  times  less  than  on  Saint  Paul,  but  in  1817  they  were  only 
less  than  one-fourth ;  but  in  1826  they  were  almost  one-sixth 
again. 

<<The  diminution  of  seals  there  (Saint  Paul's)  and  on  the 
other  island,  from  1817  to  1835,  was  very  gradual  and  visible 
every  year,  but  not  always  equal. 

<<The  killing  of  seals  in  1834,  instead  of  being  80,000  or 
00,000,  was  only  15,751  from  both  islands,  (Saint  Paul,  12,700; 
Saint  George's,  3,051)." 

In  the  first  thirty  years,  according  to  Yeniaminov's  best  under- 
standing, there  were  taken  <<  mare  than  two  and  a  half  miUioM  oj 
seal  shins ;^^  then,  in  the  next  twenty-one  years,  up  to  1838,  they 
took  578,024.  During  this  last  taking,  from  1817  to  1838,  the 
skins  were  worth  on  an  average  ^*  no  more  than  30  rubles  each," 
($6  apiece.) 

''A  great  many  sea-otters  {Enhydra  marina)  were  found  on 
Saint  Paul's  Island  at  first,  and  as  many  as  50,000  were  taken 
from  the  island,  but  years  have  passed  since  one  has  been  seen 
in  the  vicinity,  even,  of  the  islands." 

Table  7,  Part  II,  Bishop  Veniaminov^B  Zapieaha,  ^-c,  $homng  the  eeal-i^teh  dur^ 
ing  the  period  of  gradual  diminution  of  life  on  the  ielande  from  1617  down  to 
lHd6,  the  year  of  scanAty^  and  from  which  date  then  have  ae  gradually  increaeed 
up  to  the  present  number,  their  maximum  limit  in  a  state  of  nature,  at  wkick  the 
seal'Ufe  has  stood  during  the  past  twenty  years;  the  killing  hoe  al$o  hten  grad» 
ually  increased  up  to  the  present  figure,  100,000  annually. 


Taken  from^ 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1690. 

1831. 

182S. 

189X 

Saint  Panl'tt  Island 

47.800 
18,338 

45.938 
13,924 

40.300 
11,924 

39.700 
10,520 

35.750 
9,845 

88,150 
8,319 

84,100 
5.773 

Saint  Georice'a  laland 

Toild 

60,188 

59,856     52,825 

50,880 

44,995 

38,469 

89,673 

Taken  ttom-^ 

1834. 

1825. 

1826. 

1837. 

1838. 

1829. 

1830. 

Saint  Panrs  laland 

19.850 
6.550 

84.600 
5.  .-500 

^,«o 

17,750 
M,950 

18,450 

4,778 

17,150 
3.661 

1\S00 
8,634 

Saint  Qeorge'a  laland 

Total 

85,400 

30.100 

23,250 

19,700 

33,888 

80.811 

18,034 

Taken  from— 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

1834. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837. 

Saint  Paul'a  laland 

12,950 
3,0t*4 

1.3,  IfjO 
3.296 

13.800 
3,213 

12,700 

4,0.'» 

2,  .Vi8 

4,040 
8,550 

4.SM 

Saint  Georiro'ff  laland t  . . , . 

8.583 

ToUl 

16,034  1  lfi.446 

16,412  i  15-751 

6,580 

6,590 

6.809 

_, 

*  Left  to  breed. 

Grand  toUl  for  Saint  Panl'a  Inland 464,859 

Grand  total  for  Siilnt  George'a  laland 114,665 

Total  catch  during  nineteen  yeara  of  diminntion 578, 984 
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Meteorological  abatraet  for  the  monthe  from  September^  1872,  to  April  1873,  in- 
etueive^  made  by  Chae,  P.  PisK  United  States  Signal-Service,  at  the  office  of  the 
Chi^  Signal- Officer,  United  States  Army,  division  of  reports  and  telegrams  for 
the  island  of  Saint  Paul,  Bering's  Sea,  for  the  benefit  of  commerce  and  agri- 
culture,     r 


Month  of  record. 


September. 


October. 


Koyember. 


December. 


Mean  of  barometer,  corrected 

Maxim  urn  of  barometer,  corrected 

Miuimam  of  barometer,  corrected 

Monthly  ranee  of  barometer,  corrected. . 

Greatest  daify  range  of  barometer,  oor> 
rected 

Least  daily  range  of  barometer,  corrected 

Mean  daily  range  of  barometer,  corrected. 

Mean  of  exposed  thermometer 

Maximum  of  exposed  thermometer 

Minimum  of  exposed  thermometer 

Monthly  range  of  exposed  thermometer. 

Greatest  dally  range  of  exposed  ther- 
mometer   

I<east  daily  range  of  exposed  thermom- 
eter   

Mean  of  maxima  of  exposed  thermom> 
eter 

Mean  of  minima  of  exposed  thermom- 
eter   

Mean  daily  range  of  exposed  thermom- 
eter   

Mean  relative  hamidity 

Maximum  relative  humidity 

Minimum  reiative  humidity 

Frnvailiog  wind 

Number  of  miles  traveled  bv  wind 

Mean  daily  velocity  of  wind 

Mean  hourly  velocity  of  wind 

Maximum  hourly  velocity  of  wind 

Proportion  of  cloudiJMSs 

Amount  of  rain-fall,  in  inches 

Greatest  daily  amount  of  rain-fall 

Amount  of  melted  hail  and  snow,  (in- 
cluded in  rainfall) 

Number  of  days  on  which  precipitation 
occurred  ...! 

Number  of  days  on  which  hail  or  snow 
fell 


SI9.T73 

30.46 

28.87 

1.59 

.97 
.03 
.259 

440.  a 

530 
330 
190 

110 

10 

460.8 

410.8 

90.0 
85.6 
100 
56 

K. 
9,138 
304.6 
18.7 
33 
99 
9.89 


.90 


30 

4 


99.513 

30.04 

88.51 

1.53 

.97 
.04 
.293 

360. 0 
450 
820 
930 

110 

10 

380.7 

330.3 

50.4 
83.9 
100 
65 

N. 

11.879 

^383 

16 

48 

84 

3.08 
.56 

.91 

89 

15 


89.456 

30.83 

8a  68 

1.61 

.87 
.06 
.339 
340.3 

4lo 
830 

ISO 

180 

10 

360.9 

310.5 

40.7 
86.6 
100 
60 

S. 
14,539 
484.6 
90.9 
74 
78.9 
3.38 
.31 


97 
17 


89.488 

30.04 

98.05 

L99 

.80 
.03 
.349 

960.6 

370 
40 

330 

110 
10 


940 

50.1 
87.|8 
100 
70 
K. 
16,644 
530.5 
93.1 
53 
84 
9.99 


8.38 
97 
84 


Month  of  record. 


January. 


Febraaiy. 


March. 


AprlL 


Mean  of  barometer,  corrected 

Maximum  of  barometer,  corrected 

Minimum  of  barometer,  corrected 

Monthly  range  of  barometer,  corrected.. 

Greatest  daily  range  of  barometer,  cor* 
rected 

Least  daily  range  of  barometer,  corrected . 

Mean  ^laily  range  of  barometer,  corrected. 

Mean  of  exposed  thermometer 

Maximum  of  exposed  thermometer 

Minimum  of  exposed  thermometer 

Monthly  ranee  of  exposed  thermometer  . 

Greatest  daily  range  of  exposed  thef- 
moraeter 

Least  daily  range  of  exposed  thermom- 
eter  , 

Mean  of  maxima  of  exposed  thermom- 
eter  

Mean  of  minima  of  exposed  thermom- 
eter  

Mean  dally  range  of  exposed  thermom- 
eter   , 

Mean  reUtive  humidity 


99.953 

30.50 

99.33 

L18 

.58 
.03 
.194 

150.7 

340 
-110 

450 

990 

00 

180.9 

110.9 

70.0 
85.7 


99.507 

30.51 

9&96 

3.35 

.95 
.06 
.431 

180.6 

340 
-190 

460 


880.6 
ISO.l 


70.5 


89.768 

30.31 

89.05 

L36 

.66 
.05 
.919 

130. 6 

350 
-  70 

430 

8O0 
30 
170.1 

70.4 

90.7 
81.8 


89.769 

30.35 

89.00 

L35 

.73 

.03 

.343' 

230.9 

850 

30 

330 

MO 

30 

970.9 

190.4 

80.5 
84.29 
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Meteorological  ahetractf  ^c. — Continued 


Month  of  record. 


Mazimam  relative  hnmidity , 

Minimuii)  rt^lati ve  humidily 

PrevailiDft  wind 

Number  of  miles  traveled  by  wind 

Mean  daily  velicitv  of  wind 

Mean  bourly  Telocity  of  wind 

AlaziDinm  hoorly  v«  locity  of  wind 

Proportion  of  cloudineM 

Amount  of  rain-fall,  in  inches 

Greatest  da'ly  amount  of  rain-fall 

Amoont  of  melted  hail  iind  snow,  (in- 

clnded  in  rain-fall) 

Number  of  days  on  which  precipitation 

occurred 

Kumber  of  days  on  which  hail  or  snow 

fell : 


January.      February. 


100 
53 

E.  N.  E. 
17. 903 
577.5 
24.1 
43 

6*2.8 

0.96 

.39 


.83 


91 
SO 


100 
49 

N. 
16. 646 
594.3 
24.8 
82 
74.9 
5.78 
1.07 

4.87 

27 


March. 


100 
46 
K. 

14, 512 
468.1 
19.5 
88 
68 
1.21 
.38 

1.21 

27 

27 


April 


100 
63 
N. 

16,607 
690.2 
85.84 
53 
7XS 
L77 
.36 

L77 

96 


Note.— It  will  be  noticed  that  I  hare  not  spelled  the  name  Behring  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  custom  observed  by  English  writers,  who  have  thus  Kircn  the  phonetic  value  of 
the  Sclavonic  characters  used  by  the  Bussiana  in  writing  the  name  of  this  celebrated  navi- 
gator I  but  by  reference  to  the  following  statement  made  by  Professor  Gill,  of  the  Cod- 
gressional  Library,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  name  in  question  may  properly  be  spelled 
**  Btrif^."  Professor  Gill  says :  '*  The  name  of  the  navigator  which  has  been  conferred  on 
the  strait  separating  America  and  Asia,  is  unquestionably  spelled  Bebixg  and  not  Behukg. 
I  submit,  in  explanation,  my  reasons :  1st.  The  navigator  himself  was  bom  in  Jutland,  and 
a  scion  of  a  Danish  family,  whoso  members  bore  the  name  of  Bering,  and  two  represent- 
atives of  which  had  the  same  Christian  name,  viz,  (1)  Vitus  Bering,  bom  1617,  died  1673^ 
some  time  professor  of  poetry  at  Copenhagen,  and  (2)  Yitua  Bering,  bom  1682,  died  1753,  a 
priest  of  Ollerup  and  Kirkeby.  The  form  Behring,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  is  unknown 
in  Denmark,  (see  Kyerup'a  Dansk-Norsk  Litteratnr-lexioon,  v.  i,  pp.  56, 57, 1818.)  9d.  The 
form  Bering  is  almost  (but  not  quite)  universally  adopted  in  all  non-English  works ;  for 
example,  Biograpbie  Universelle,  (Michaud,)  v.  4,  p.  261, 1811,  also,  nonv.  od.,  v.  4,  pi  28L I8S4; 
Nouvelle  Biographie  G6n6rale,  (Hoefer.)  v.  5,  p.  527, 1855 ;  Allgemeine  Encyclop&die  der 
'Wissenschaften  und  Eiinste,  (Ersch  und  Oraber.)  v.  9,  p.  136, 1822 ;  Neues  Konveraations- 
Lexfcon,  (Meyers,)  v.  3,  p.  238,  1862;  Deutsch-Amerikanisches  Conversations-LexiooB, 
(Schem,)  v.  9,  p.  296, 1869,  and  numerous  others.  The  exceptional  cases,  e.  g.  Pierer's  Uni- 
versal Lexicon,  Grande  Dictionnaire  Universelle  du  xix.  si^clo.  Sec.  In  English  dictionari*;*, 
the  true  form  Bering  is  adopted  in  the  Brief  Biographical  Dictionary,  by  Holes,  I065,  and 
the  Dictionary  of  Biographical  Beference,  by  Phillips,  1871,  and  ia  gradually  superadding 
the  more  familiar  English  form.  An  explanation  of  the  reason  of  the  origin  of  the  name 
Behring  is  found  in  the  fact  that  it  was  originally  derived  tmm  the  Russian,  without  a 
knowledge  of  its  primitive  source,  and  was  the  nearest  English  phonetic  expression  of  the 
Russian  characters.  Inasmuch,  however,  <1)  as  the  original  form  of  a  name,  without  te^ 
gard  to  ita  pronunciation,  is  universally  adopted  in  our  biographies  and  bibliographien,  and 
(2)  as  the  original  form  of  the  navigator's  name  was  Bering,  such  is  the  correct  one,  and 
that  which  must  ultimately  supersede  the  other.  It  need  only  be  added  that  Bering  him- 
self, and  the  Rujisiaus  universally,  (0  adopt  that  form  when  writing  in  English  charaoten, 
and  that  the  Russian  letter  ('e')  in  his  name,  represented  by  'eh,'  is  especially  ordained  bj 
the  Russians  cO  be  rendered  by  the  Latin  character  '  c,'  in  accordance  with  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  Latin  and  continental  races  generally. " 
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SKETCHES  OF  THE  ALEUTIAN  ISLANDS. 

[Taken  from  VeQiaminov,  Zapieska,  part  1,  p.  134.] 
ISLANDS  OF  THE  FOUR  MOUNTAINS — "CHEETIERY  SOPOCHNIE.'' 

Kaygamilyak  is  the  longest ;  has  a  number  of  smoking 
iiills,  sometimes  burning.  On  the  southeast  side  of  the  island 
are  the  remains  of  what  once  must  have  been  large  settlements. 
On  these  islands  are  arries  {Lomvia  arra)  and  a  tundra  goose, 
which  latter  comes  here  to  shed  feathers  and  rear  its  young,  and 
on  the  rocks  around  the  coast  are  sea-lions  and  hair-seals.* 

Tahnak  is  \  I.  irgest  of  the  group.  On  this  island  are  red 
foxes,  with  vei  -.  c  irse  fur,  and  a  few  sea-fowl.  In  1764, 100 
Aleuts  lived  he  «•  *,  •  hereabouts.  At  this  time  (1834)  the  men 
have  nearly  all  been  destroyed  by  the  hand  of  Stepan  Glottov, 
and  the  women  nearly  all  perished  of  hunger.  What  remains 
of  the  Aleuts  is  on  the  island  of  Oomuak.  This  is  the  highest 
one  of  the  group  under  discussion.  Hot  springs  are  to  be 
found  on  the  east  side,  and  on  the  southeast  side  are  the  ruins 
of  old  dwellings.  Sea-otters  are  found  about  this  place.  A 
small  island  lies  to  the  west;  it  is  round  and  full  of  bold  hills, 
steep.  On  the  southeast  side,  in  1834,  was  a  small  settlement, 
which  the  Aleuts  say  was  occupied  by  a  most  savage  and  war- 
like people.  They  were  destroyed  by  Glottov.  A  few  sea-lions 
are  found  here.  Near  this  is  another  small  island,  round  and 
full  of  high  hills.  There  are  remains  of  two  settlements  on  it ; 
signs  of  sea-otter;  noone  there,  now;  (1834;) sea-fowls, sea-lions, 
and  hair-seal. 

Unaska  is  quite  large ;  high  hills,  cliffs,  &c.  Ou  the  east 
side  is  a  volcano,  which  began  in  1825  to  burn ;  no  hot  springs 
there ;  no  people  there,  though  the  relics  of  two  old  settlements 
are  seen.  Birds  breed  on  the  clififs ;  on  the  beach  sea-lions,  and, 
at  times,  sea-otters. 

Amootoyon  is  another  small  island,  round,  bluffy,  and  moun- 

"Last  September,  (1874,)  Captain  Hennig,  while  cruising  with  a  part^ 
of  sea-otter  hunters,  discovered  a  warm  cave  on  the  northeast  side  of  this 
island,  in  which  he  found  eleven  mummies  well  embalmed.  A  full  and 
interesting  history  of  the  matter  was  given  to  him  by  the  natives,  bat 
it  is  too  long  for  insertion  here.  Those  mummies  are  now  in  the  Smithsoniwi 
Institution,  presented  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company.  These  bodies 
"were  put  into  this  cave,  according  to  the  people,  in  1724  or  1723.— H.  W.  B. 
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tainons — the  least  important  of  this  ^oap ;  no  bays,  no  streams, 
nothing  but  arries,  sea-lions,  and^  at  times,  sea-otters.  Be- 
tween this  island  and  Unaska  is  a  rock  where  a  great  many 
sea-fowl  breed,  and  sea-lions. 

OoMNAK  is  the  largest  of  the  Aleatians.  It  has  three  high 
mountains ;  is  very  hilly,  with  a  number  of  large  lakes  and 
streams.  In  1805  ttie  people  were  able  to  take  2,000  salmon 
every  year,  but  now  (1834)  they  cannot  get  more  than  200  to 
400 ;  in  the  winter  from  50  to  100.  On  the  northeast  side  of 
the  island,  in  the  mountains,  is  a  lake,  on  the  bluffy  beaches 
of  which  amber  is  found.  Everything  grows  on  the  island 
that  is  peculiar  to  Ounalashka,  save  the  willow.  In  the  year 
some  50  black  foxes  are  killed,  80  cross,  and  about  40  red.  On 
the  north  shpre  and  under  Tuleeskoi  Sopka  is  a  large  number 
of  sea-lions,  hair-seal,  and  sea-otters,  from  10  to  40  annually 
killed.  In  older  times  the  Aleuts  uso'l  to  get  porphyry  from 
the  north-northwest  side  of  Tuleeskoi  for  their  weapons.  There 
is  less  snow  here  than  on  Ounalashka.  A  great  many  hot  springs 
here ;  one  on  the  north  side  is  so  hot  that  meat  can  be  cooked 
in  it.    Under  most  of  these  springs  is  a  subterranean  noise. 

Before  the  coming  of  the  Russians  on  Oomnak  there  were 
twenty  settlements,  some  of  them  quite  large,  like  the  one  at 
Tuleeskoi,  where  there  were  so  many  people  that  they  were  able 
to  take  at  one  time  all  the  meat  and  blubber  of  a  large  whale. 
At  the  present  time  (1834)  there  are  only  two  villages,  Raychesnai 
and  Tuleeskoi,  altogether  109  souls.  The  former  lies  on  the 
southwest  side'  of  the  island,  and  a  wooden  church  was  built 
here  in  182G;  13  huts  and  3  bath-houses,  Ander  the  supervision 
of  Krukov,  a  Creole,  were  built  in  1834 ;  38  males  and  45  females; 
they  had  plenty  of  hens  and  raised  at  times  potatoes ;  fish  quite 
scarce ;  crabs  and  sea-urchins  abundant.  They  have  plenty  of 
roots,  but  at  times  are  without  oil,  and  cannot  then  cook  or  use 
the  roots,  and  they  frequently  go  a  year  without  gotting  a 
whale.  In  the  winter  they  go  to  Samalga  and  kill  from  3  to  10 
sea-otters.  Tuleeskoi^  on  the  east  side,  in  1834,  had  11  men  and 
15  women.  In  1830  there  were  3  settlements  on  this  island,  on 
the  south  side,  and  on  the  island  Tea^ovskie.  At  Samalga  in 
olden  times  (1794)  there  was  a  large  settlement,  400  souls,  but 
all  are  scattered  and  gone  now.  On  the  south  side  is  a  beach 
out  upon  which  sea-otters  used  to  come  during  the  prevalence 
of  furious  gales  of  wind  from  that  quarter, 

BOGA  Slot  Island  made  its  appearance  first  in  1796,  (May,) 
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and  was  Anisbed  in  1825;  is  oval-shaped ;  no  fresh  water ;  sea- 
Hods  breed  there. 

OUNALASHKA. — Mokooshin  is  the  highest  moantain  on  the 
island ;  5,475  feet ;  volcano.  No  one  remembers  of  its  having 
disturbed  the  settlement  near  it.  In  1818  it  made  Uie  earth 
tremble  and  a  loud  noise,  bat  nothing  more  ensned.  It  can  be 
ascended  in  August  and  September,  when  there  is  least  snow 
and  the  winds  do  not  blow  so  hard.  A  great  many  creeks  and 
streams  on  the  island,  running  down  from  the  high  hills  to  the 
sea ;  many  pretty  water-falls.  There  are  twenty  streams  in  which 
fish  run  up  from  the  sea,  independent  of  the  trout  found  in  all  of 
them ;  salmon,  salmon- trout,  ^'keezoog,"  hump-backed  salmon, 
and  '^  hie-eks."  Lakes  on  the  island  are  nearly  as  numerous  as 
the  streams,  and  are  frequently  found  high  up  in  the  mountains; 
many  of  them  are  very  deep ;  one  of  them  more  than  ten  versts 
in  circumference,  and  iq  this  one  no  bottom  was  found. 

Gulfs  and  bays  on  all  sides  of  this  island,  especially  on  the 
north  side,  and  more  good  ones  than  ou  any  other  island  of  the 
whole  Aleutian  chain  ;  three  are  on  the  eastern  side,  Beaver^ 
Captain%  and  Meikooshin.  The  first  ship  entered  Captain's  Har- 
bor in  1769,  Captain  Lay  vashava.  At  Oobiennah  Bay^  a  squad  of 
Aleats  destroyed  a  Bussian  ship.  Maireskenakayah  Bay,  a  great 
place  for  hump-backed  salmon,  and  PayBtrokovskie^  two  small 
bays  distinguished  by  the  coming  of  a  great  many  whales ;  and 
from  these  bays  to  the  west,  about  eight  versts,  are  some  small 
lakes,  but  very  deep ;  all  these  bays  are  good  places  for  ships 
to  stand  at  anchor. 

In  Starry  Oavan  the  first  Bussian  ship  entered  in  1761. 
Anglieskie  Bay  is  where  Captain  Cook  anchored.  Chemovskie 
is  the  finest  harbor  on  the  island,  in  the  straits  between  Oom- 
nak,  and  a  dozen  others,  but  of  less  importance.  '  Kahlecta 
Point  received  its  name  because  in  a  little  bay  under  it  a  great 
many  whales  used  to  resort ;  this  point  is  the  land-mark  for  the 
harbor  of  Ounalasbka.  Cheerful  fit  Jolly  Pointy  so  called  by  the 
sailors  who  usually  make  it  in  a  fog.  It  is  made  up  of  some 
thirty  differently  colored  strata  or  layers,  horizontal,  distin- 
guishing it  from  all  other  capes  or  points ;  from  its  very  summit 
down  to  the  water's  edge,  on' one  side,  is  a  vivid  green  slope. 

At  Morkrovakie  Pointy  to  the  southward  in  the  hills,  are  the 
remains  of  a  fossil  elephant,  and  a  little  farther^  trending  from 
the  southeast  to  the  northwest,  behold  an  elephant  of  the  true 
kind,  lying  quite  horizontally,  over  14  feet  wide,  and  about  10 
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above  the  water.  At  Aspeetskie  Point  the  Bassians  found  a 
BtoDe  slate  which  belonged  to  one  of  the  first  chiefs.  The  Bu^- 
fiians  also  called  the  people  living  near  this  place  ^^AspeetJ* 

The  points  on  the  southern  side  of  Onnalashka  are  not  well 
known  ;  they  are  not  safe  to  approach,  on  account  of  reefs  and 
submerged  rocks,  which  extend  out  to  sea  a  long  way,  and  the 
water  breaks  very  heavily  on  them  and  on  the  cliffs. 

Vegetation  on  Ounalashkais  found  everywhere,  except  on  the 
summits  of  the  highest  mountains  and  the  faces  of  steep  clifib. 
On  the  east  side  of  the  island,  in  Captain's  Bay  and  part  of 
Beaver  Bay,  the  small  willow  grows  best,  berries,  mushrooms, 
&c. 

Animals* — Foxes,  mice,  (brought  by  the  Bussians,)  cows,  and 
rats ;  the  latter  came  only  in  1828,  brought  in  the  ship  "  Fin- 
land," and  in  less  than  two  years  they  increased  so  that  they 
got  over  to  MaJcooshin  settlement,  a  distance  of  over  fifty 
versts,  in  spite  of  bigh,  snowy  ridges  and  high  streams  between, 
and  attacks  by  foxes.  The  foxes  on  this  island  yield  to  the 
hunters  about  500  annually ;  of  these  100  are  black,  250  cross, 
and  150  red.  Of  the  water-animals,  in  early  times  there  were 
great  numbers  of  hair-seal,  fur-seal,  sea  otter,  and  sea-lions, 
but  nowadays  they  come  in  such  small  numbers  that  from 
them  all  hardly  more  than  a  hundred  skins  are  taken  per 
annum.  Sea-otters  are  found  only  on  the  southern  side  near 
the  beach,  and  in  very  small  numbers,  as  they  come  from  the 
sea ;  sea-lions  in  less  number  and  only  in  one  place,  on  the 
southern  side,  not  far  from  Osofakie  Bayj  on  a  rock  separated 
from  the  beach  by  a  narrow  canal.  Fur-seals  used  to  come 
into  the  bays  here  until  the  discovery  of  the  Prybilov  Islands, 
and  since  then  hardly  a  single  one. 

The  island  was  not  known  earlier  than  1760.  In  1762  the 
Bussians,  who  first  discovered  this  place,  were  unhappily  nearly 
exterminated,  and  in  revenge  for  this  the  natives  were  nearly 
all  destroyed  in  1763  by  Soloyayiat,  and  the  rest  in  the  follow- 
ing year.  f 

There  are  only  two  hot  springs  on  the  island ;  one  on  the 
point  near  Makooshin  settlement  has  a  little  run  of  water  and 
is  not  very  hot;  the  other  near  a  dmall  lake  back  from  Indian 
Bay,  five  versts  from  lUoulook,  has  a  temperature  of  about 
570  to  6O0. 

From  a  lake  known  to  and  spoken  of  by  the  Aleuts,  near 
Mixkrovskoi  Gulf^  high  up  in  the  mountains,  under  the  cliffs  on 
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the  easteni  beach,  is  found  the  finest  amber ;  hair-seals  go  np 
into  the  lake. 

Near  Makooshin  Galf,  between  a  long  tufa  or  breccia  place 
or  edge  and  Tarahsovshoyan  Bay^  in  the  mountains,  is  a  lake  on 
the  beach  of  which  is  fonnd  native  copper ;  and  above  this,  in 
the  mountains  of  the  third  range,^a1so,  is  a  lake,  on  the  beach 
of  which  is  found  hollow  stones  which  rattle  when  shaken,  and 
in  the  cleft  of  a  cliff  or  cave  is  seen  the  gleam  of  light,  like 
water.  On  the  south  side  of  the  island,  near  Oin-nomaden  Bay^ 
are  two  lakes  also  in  the  mountains,  in  one  of  which  hair-seals 
go,  and  on  the  beach  under  the  cliffs  are  found  shining  stones. 
In  the  mountains  near  Captain's  Harbor  is  a  lake  on  the  beach 
of  which  white  pearls  were  '•eported  found,  but  in  1812  men 
were  sent,  in  August,  to  lool  ^  t  them  and  fonnd  only  ice. 

In  Beaver  Bay,  on  the  left  i  <  t,  near  AgamgeeJc  Bay,  is  a  water- 
fall tumbling  down  from  hig  cliffs,  the  water  of  which  the 
Aleuts  dare  not  drink  for  fear  of  death,  and  near  this  place 
stands  a  stone  which  is  honored  as  a  petrified  devil. 

There  is  a  stream  under  Makooshin  Mountain,  on  the  north 
side,  by  the  banks  of  which  are  iron  bogs,  and  above  tbem  it  is 
eaid  native  copper  is  found ;  back  from  Makooshin  Gulf,  in  the 
mountains  of  the  third  range,  mica  ('^sluda")  is  found. 

Before  the  Bussians  came,  in  17G2,  there  were  on  this  island 
twenty-four  settlements,  and  altogether  a  great  many  people. 
Even  as  late  as  1805,  there  were  fifteen  counted  settlements, 
and  in  them  800  souls;  but  at  present  (1834)  there  are  only  ten, 
and  in  them  only  470 ;  and  all  of  them  placed,  with  one  excep- 
tion, on  the  west  and  northwest  shores. 

lUou-looJc  is  the  head  settlement.  Solovayiah  is  said  to 
have  lived  here.  Built  here  (1834)  is  a  wooden  church,  with 
bells ;  five  houses,  three  magazines  or  warehouses ;  five  ^^  bar- 
rabkies,"  or  huts,  and  one  bam — all  the  property  of  the  com- 
pany. The  head  office  for  the  whole  Aleutian  district  is  here, 
under  a  chief  trader  and  three  store-keepers.  Twenty-seven 
yourts,  or  huts,  belong  to  the  Creoles  and  Aleuts,  275  souls  in 
number.  (Male  Aleuts,  90 ;  females,  106 ;  over  them  Bussians 
and  Creoles,  75.)  Here,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bussian 
American  Company's  office  at  Sitka,  was  the  first  school.  It 
was  opened  the  12th  March,  1835 ;  started  in  1834  by  22  males, 
Creoles  and  Aleuts.  In  this  school  no  more  than  twelve  boys 
could  be  brought  together  in  1835.  There  was  a  hospital  with 
eight  sick  men  attended  by  a  surgeon,  and  a  home  for  orphan 
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girls,  with  twelve  of  them  in  it.  Some  of  the  compaDy'n  serr- 
ants  raised  pigs,  chickens,  and  ducks,  and  nearly  all  the  house* 
keepers  had  a  garden,  where  they  raised  turnips  and  potatoes. 
(In  1838,  one  hundred  and  twenty  kegs  were  raised  by  the 
whole  settlement.)  The  ground  for  the  first  church  was  pre- 
pared in  1825;  church  built  in  1826;  provided  with  bells,  and 
pictures  in  gilt  frames ;  built  by  the  Aleuts. 

The  profits  of  this  country,  or  settlement,  in  especial :  from 
ten  to  forty  fur-seals  are  taken  every  year  as  they  come  down 
from  the  north ;  the  yield  from  the  fish  is  not  important;  the 
river  which  comes  down  irom  the  mountains  in  Natikenskoi 
Bay  is  the  best  place,  and  sometimes  the  dog-salmon  are  there 
in  such  numbers  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  through  the  water. 
It  is  said  that  the  river  which  is  by  this  settlement  used  to  be 
the  best  for  fish ;  it  is  now  spoiled. 

Cod-fish  are  caught  a  long  way  out,  as  far  as  twenty  to  eighty 
*^  ssyens,"*  and  in  late  years  in  small  numbers.  A  willow  grows 
near  the  settlement,  quite  largp,  and,  though  the  company 
have  annually  repaired  and  built  with  it  some  sixty  baidars 
and  over  one  hundred  and  twenty  boxes,  it  is^ still  abundant. 
For  cattle  this  place  is  not  very  profitable,  because,  around  this 
settlement,  though  grass  grows  earlier  than  elsewhere  in  the 
district,  snow  falls  and  lies  from  five  to  seven  months,  and  the 
mowing  has  to  be  done  in  bad  or  hard  places,  and,  on  account 
of  the  rare  occurrence  of  sunlight  and  the  frequency  of  rainSf 
hay-«aaking  is  exceedingly  difficult.  Potatoes  and  turnips  do 
not  thrive  in  a  noteworthy  manner. 

Natielcouskoi  settlement  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Captain's 
Harbor.    It  has  two  yourts  and  15  souls,  (6  males,  9  females.) 

Paistrdhlcovskie  is  on  the  left  side  of  Captain's  Harbor ;  five 
yourts;  37  souls,  (16  males,  21  females.)  The  mountain  above 
it  has  a  bowl-shaped  crater,  and  in  it  is  a  lake. 

Y aysaylovskie  lies  on  the  left  side  of  the  point  of  the  same 
name;  15  souls,  (7  males,  8  women.) 

Makooshenskoi  lies  on  the  north  side  of  Makooshin  Gulf; 
built  here,  a  yourt,  barrabkie,  store-house,  and  bath-house 
belonging  to  the  company,  and  a  trader  stationed  here.  The 
Aleuts  possess  six  yourts  and  six  barrabkies;  35  souls,  (15 
males,  20  females.)  Not  far  from  the  settlement,  back  from  the 
mountains  near  the  sea,  pumice-stone  is  found.  There  were 
five  settlements  near  this  place  in  ancient  times,  excepting 

•  "  S^jen/'  equivalent  to  aeven  feet. 
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Starrie-chovskaho,  wbich  existed  up  to  1805.    They  get  from  80 
to  150  foxes  here,  with  varyiog  grades  of  far. 

KoahegensJcoi  lies  inside  of  Kosbegenskaho  Gulf,  on  the  left 
£ide,  on  a  very  even  place,  near  the  debouchure  of  a  stream. 
The  company  has  erected  here  a  yourt,  store-house,  bath-house, 
and  a  bam  belonging  to  it,  which  has  a  trader  here,  who  attends 
to  the  business  of  all  the  southern  part  of  the  island.  The 
Aleuts  have  eight  yourts,  and  are  41  souls  in  number,  (18  men, 
23  women.)  There  are  not  many  fish  here ;  in  the  best  days 
of  salmon-running  not  over  300.  Sometimes  sea-lions  lie  on 
the  south  side.  A  small  number  of  hair-seals  are  killed  on  the 
rocks.  Boots  in  abandance.  In  1833  the  company  introduced 
cattle  here. 

Chernovakie^  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  island,  has  four 

«jourts  and  44  souls,  (20  males,  24  females.)    The  harbor  is 

elegant,  but  not  always  without  danger  to  sailing-vessels;  for, 

.  if  caught  outside  in  the  straits,  without  wind,  they  may  be 

carried  against  the  cliffs  of  Oomnak  Straits. 

On  the  south  side  of  Ghernovskie  stands  a  citadel,  and  to  the 
north,  a  distance  of  20  versts,  near  an  old  settlement,  was 
lound  a  copper  chain,  four  links.  This  settlement  is  the  poorest 
on  the  island.  The  principal  subsistence  is  mussels.  There  is 
only  one  fish-stream,  and  that  falls  near  the  settlement. 

Emagenskoi  is  in  Captain's  Harbor,  8  versts  northeasi  from 
lUoulook,  on  a  little  bay  of  the  same  name ;  32  souls  (15  males, 
17  temales)  live  here  in  four  yourts. 

Kahlechtenskoi. — ^Three  yourts;  14  souls.  A  small  stream 
here,  where  a  great  many  fish  are  taken.  Sometimes  more  than 
2,000  salmon  are  secured.  The  natives  frequently  get  whales 
here. 

BobrovsJUe. — Forty-one  souls,  (21  males,  20  females,)  four 
yourts,  and  a  few  gardens;  they  get  a  small  number  of  salmon- 
trout  and  dog-salmon  in  three  small  streams. 

Borlca  or  Spirkin  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  divided 
from  the  mainland  by  a  wide  strait.  This  island  stands  out 
bold  and  abrupt,  high  from  the  sea.  On  the  north  shore  are  a 
few  small  bays;  above  one  of  them  \s  the  settlement,  of  six 
yourts,  44  souls,  (17  males,  27  females.)  They  have  a  few  gar- 
dens. Principal  subsistence,  sea-fish  and  mussels.  On  this 
island  is  found  a  green  stone,  irony,  or  blackish,  shiny  red,  . 
which  the  Aleuts  require  in  painting  their  ^^kamlaykaa.^^* 

*  Skin  shirts. 
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On  Amaenae:  Island  were  three  settlements  before  the  com- 
ing of  the  Enssians  in  1762,  bat  now  there  are  none }  hogs  mo 
from  April  to  October ;  on  the  little  island  to  the  west,  Ookna- 
dak^  was  a  small  settlement. 

TheEBAMEETSA  ISLANDS  are  seven  in  number,  lyingbetween 
Ounalashka andOonemak,  viz:  Oondlga^  AJcaotan,  Akoon^  Oohiy 
AvatanaJc^  Teegalda^  and  Oogomak,  Akootan  is  the  largest  and 
most  monntainous  $  the  smallest  and  lowest  is  Oonalga,  and  all 
of  them  have  inhabitants  save  Goloi  and  Oogomak;  all  have 
foxes  save  Goloi-;  the  catch  is  from  180  to  250  yearly. 

Oonalga  has  a  small  lake  and  three  small  streams,  into  which 
only  salmon-trout  run.  The  berries  are  ''  sheksa,"  {Empetrum 
nigrum j)  salmon-berry,  and  ^^moroshkie,"  {Rubus  chamcBmarus.) 
Snow  does  not  lie  long  here.  The  settlement  is  on  the  sonth 
side,  on  the  cliffs ;  3  y ourts,  23  souls,  (10  males,  13  females.)  The 
little,  bold  rocky  islands  to  the  northeast  of  Oonalga  are  fre- 
quented by  hair-seals ;  on  only  one  of  them  is  a  spring  of  water. 
Ships  can  go  all  around  these  islands  without  danger;  they  are 
free  from  rocks  or  shoals. 

Aeootan,  a  rough,  rocky  island,  with  a  high  volcano  near  the 
middle ;  the  beaches  are  few  and  far  between,  and  but  little  land 
fit  for  vegetation.  Two  lakes  on  it,  with  five  streams;  one  bay 
on  the  south  side ;  a  few  fish  come  into  the  streams.  Berries 
of  all  kinds  grow  here,  peculiar  to  this  country ;  (from  40  to  GO 
foxes  are  killed  here  every  year,  the  greater  number  red.)  On 
the  northeast  side,  in  a  small  bay,  are  hot  springs,  coming  from 
the  mountains,  with  so  high  a  temperature,  that  meat  and  fish 
can  be  cooked  in  them.  On  the  very  summit  of  the  volcano  are 
found  small,  bat  deep,  lakes,  and  the  place  where  the  volcano 
breaks  out  strongly  resembles  the  spout-hole  of  a  huge  whale, 
the  ridge  of  the  mountain  resembling  the  back  and  head  of  this 
animal. 

In  old  times  there  were  7  settlements,  with  600  people ;  in 
1810  there  was  but  one,  and  in  the  present  time  (1834)  but  one, 
and  this  is  on  the  north  side,  where  a  small  stream  runs  down, 
surrounded  by  high  and  rugged  mountains.  This  is  the  small- 
est settlement  in  this 'district,  13  souls,  living  on  fish,  which 
come  into  the  streams  and  along  the  beach. 

Aeoon  lies  near  Akootan ;  it  is  smaller,  and  the  mountains 
not  so  high ;  one  mountain,  on  the  south  side,  always  smokesy 
but  the  smoke  is  never  noteworthy.  The  beach  is  mostly  blufib, 
rugged.     The  berries  '^morosbkie"  and   '^  zemlianeeka''  are 
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found.  Plenty  of  lakes,  four  large  ones  and  five  streams,  into 
two  of  which  fish  run  in  small  numbers.  From  80  to  120  foxes 
are  annually  killed.  In  1830  the  people  here  captured  two 
wolves ;  they  must  have  been  of  only  one  sex,  or  they  would 
have  increased ;  these  animals  are  very  disagreeable,  for  they 
kill  the  foxes  and  spoil  the  traps.  There  were,  long  ago,  eight 
settlements  on  this  island,  with  more  than  500  people,  but  now 
(1834)  there  are  only  three,  with  85  souls,  viz :  Artelnovakiej 
southwest  side  of  the  island,  on  a  high  bluff,  with  two  yourts, 
two  barrabkies,  and  a  bath-house,  and  a  trader  belonging  to  the 
company ;  the  Aleuts  have  seven  yourts,  32  souls,  (16  males,  16 
females.)  The  trader  and  a  few  Aleuts  have  a  small  garden* 
They  sometimes  capture  a  whale.  Baychesnoi  is  on  the  north 
side,  near  a  stream ;  five  yourts  built  here  and  a  few  barrabkies, 
37  souls,  (19  males,  18  females.)  Seeraidenskoi  is  inside  of  a 
bay  of  that  name,  looking  out  on  Avatanak;  two  yourts  and 
16  souls.  The  people  in  both  of  these  settlements  live  by  the 
beach,  depending  upon  it  and  a  few  hair-seals  that  may  come 
around. 

Ay  AT  AN  AE  Island  has  on  its  southeast  side  a  hot  spring,  only 
open  to  view  at  low  water.  This  is  the  only  island  where  the 
Aleuts  find  red  chalk.  Above  this  island,  near  Akootan,  are 
two  remarkable  rocks,  ^'  Ooshenadskie."  On  them  in  early  times 
sea-lions  were  found,  and  one  of  them  from  all  sides  resembles 
a  bell.  This  island  lies  between  Goloi  and  Teegalda.  From 
two  lakes  rises  quite  a  stream  on  the  north  side,  and  which  in 
old  times  was  a  great  fish-place,  and  since  the  extermination  of 
the  Aleuts  there  by  Salovayiah's  comrade,  Katoorbin,  not  a 
fish  has  come  since.  On  the  south  side  of  the  island  sea-otters 
come,  and  on  the  island  foxes  of  different  colors,  of  which 
twenty  to  thirty  are  taken  per  annum.  In  early  times  three, 
not  large  settlements,  were  here ;  now  there  is  but  one,  on  the 
north  side,  and  consists  of  five  excellent  yourts,  and  distin- 
guished by  their  being  all  clean  and  free  from  blackness ;  4& 
souls,  (24  males  and  25  females.)  Vegetation  here  is  not  good. 
When  during  my  last  visit  to  this  place,  in  1833, 1  saw  the  signs 
or  ruins  of  the-yourt  where  Salovayiah  and  Natoorbin  lived, 
and  a  woman  was  living  then  who  had  been  a  witness  to  their 
cruelty.  A  small  island  lies  near  Avatanak  which  a  few  hair 
seal  repair  to,  and  on  the  east  side  of  it  is  found  red  chalk. 

Teegalda  lies  east  of  Avatanak.  It  is  next  in  size  to  Akoo- 
tan.   There  are  3  lakes  here  from  300  to  1,000  sajens  around, 
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and  a  small  stream  flows,  from  which-about  1,000  fish  are  taken. 
All  berries  are  foand  here  except  the  huckleberry.  From  50  to 
70  foxes  are  killed  hero  every  year.  The  greatest  nnmber  of 
them  are  black  and  black-haired.  In  the  autumn  and  winter  are 
plenty  of  "  beach-geese,''  and  in  the  spring  "  toondra  geese.'' 
On  the  southwest  side  of  this  island  is  found  stone-coal,  and  in 
the  lake  near  the  settlement  is  a  red  or  golden  ocher.  In  ancient 
times  thfere  were  five  settlements,  in  them  over  500  people,  but 
now  there  is  only  one,  which  lies  on  the  north  side,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  92  souls,  (39  males,  53  females.)  They  have  a  fine 
^^  kozarmie,"  (barrack,)  well  built  and  always  kept  cleaA ;  five 
yourts,  a  bath-bouse,  and  a  few  barrabkies.  The  number  given 
above  of  these  people  includes  those  who  were  brought  over 
from  Oogamak  in  1826.  In  this  place  are  the  ruins  of  an  old 
yourt,  30  sajens  (210  feet)  long.  Opposite  the  town,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  island,  near  Oogamak,  is  a  number  of  steep, 
high  rocks  (28)  or  islets.  On  them  the  big  burgomaster-gull 
breeds,  and  over  500  eggs  are  taken  every  3'ear.  On  them  are 
three  green  places  only,  and  on  many  of  these  islands  lie  hair- 
seals,  acd  on  one  of  the  northern  ones  are  sea-lions.  This  is  the 
chief  supplying  place  for  all  these  people  here  for  winter-food. 
On  them  are  no  lakes  or  streams.  On  the  north  side  is  a  green- 
ish red  used  by  the  Aleuts  for  painting  their  hats. 

OoaAMAK. — ^No  water  save  a  small  spring ;  a  small  nnmber 
of  foxes  (7)  killed  annually.  On  the  island  comes  a  larger  num- 
ber of  hair-seals  than  are  found  on  all  the  others.  On  thecliflb, 
sea-parrots  breed,  and  over  500  are  annually  shot;  on  the 
low  rocks  sea-lions  previously  came  in  considerable  numbers, 
one  of  which  traveled  over  and  back  from  the  south  to  the 
north  side  of  the  island ;  a  good  many  stay  all  winter.  In  early 
times  on  the  island  there  were  many  people,  but  they  have  been 
growing  less  and  less,  so  that  now  there  are  only  18. 

OoNEMAK. — ^This  island  was  in  old  times  the  most  densely 
populated  of  all  these  islands ;  there  were  12  settlements.  In 
1831  the  ruins  of  a  ^'  kozarmie"  or  barracks  exhibited  a  length 
of  over  600  sajens,  (4,200  feet,)  and  yourts  were  from  12  to  30, 
and  even  50  sajens.  At  the  present  time  (183^)  only  one  set- 
tlement, Sheshal'din^Jciej  with  71  souls,  (30  males,  41  females^)  who 
are  poorest  of  all  the  Aleuts.  They  have  but  2  yourts  and  4 
bidarkies,  and  the  company  has  a  trader  here  and  two  work- 
men ;  they  have  a  yourt,  a  barrabkie,  and  "  banio,"  (or  bath-house.) 

Antwa/*.— Mice  or  lemmings,  minks.  Parry's  marmot,  rabbits, 
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wolves,  bears,  deer,  land^otter,  and  red  foxes,  bair-seals  on  all 
sides ;  sea-lious  in  small  numbers ;  on  tbe  south  and  northwest 
sides,  where  there  are  some  lagoons,  walrus  are  sometimes 
found ;  on  tbe  beaches  of  this  island  sea-otters  came  twice, 
first  on  the  north  beach,  and  second  on  the  west.  About  the 
north  shore  is  a  considerable  number  of  whales.  From  80  to  150 
foxes  were  killed  per  annum,  1  to  3  wolves,  and  a  few  minks 
and  land-otters  coDstitute  the  real  hunting.  Bears  are  plenty, 
but  they  are  coarse  and  mostly  red,  (cinnamon.)  The  most 
valuable  thing  is  the  whalebone ;  but  little,  however,  of  this 
is  found. 


NOTES  UPON  THE  ANIMALS   OF   THE  ALEUTIAN  ISLANDS. 
[Translated  from  YeniamiuoY's  Zapieska,  1640.] 

(Part  1,  chap,  xii,  p.  68.)  "  The  numbers  of  several  kinds  of 
animals  are  growing  very  much  less  in  the  present  as  compared 
with  past  time.  For  instance,  the  company  here  (Ounalashka) 
regularly  killed  more  than  a  thousand  sea-otters,  (annually ;) 
now  (1840)  from  70  to  150,  (in  1832-1833  there  were  175  to 
200,  and  a  long  time  previous  to  this  such  a  number  was  not 
obtained ;)  and  there  was  a  time  (1826)  when  the  whole  returns 
from  the  hunters  of  this  Ounalashkan  district  were  only  15 
skins."  '^  The  company  on  the  island  of  Saint  Paul  killed  from 
60,000  to  80,000  fur-seals  per  annum,  and  in  the  last  season, 
(1836,)  with  all  possible  care  in  getting,  they  obtained  only 
about  1,200.  On  the  island  of  Saint  George,  instead  of  40,000 
or  35,000,  only  33,000  (1,300?)  were  killed." 

(Part  3,  p.  529.)  "  The  kind  of  deer  here  I  have  had  a  glimpse 
at,  and  I  know  that  the  large  males  do  not  weigh  more  than 
three  poods,  ♦  (108  pounds.)  They  go  to  several  islands  of  the 
Shumagin  group,  Oonemak,  and  all  over  the  peninsula, 
(Alaska.) 

**  Bear. — Here  all  have  patched  and  harsh  fur,  and  are  found  on 
Oonemak  and  the  peninsula ;  they  are  also  very  quiet  and  sel- 
dom go  for  man.  The  hunters  are  only  afraid  of  those  which 
have  torn  ears.  They  eat  meat,  fish,  and  roots.  At  the  time  of 
salmon  running  in  the  rivers,bears  generally  go  there  and  capture 
fish.  The  bears  go  into  the  water  above  their  knees,  stand  up 
opposite  the  stream,  and  watch  a  fit  opportunity  when  they  can 

*  This  is  an  error  obviously ;  they  will  weigh  from  216  to  324  poands. — ^H. 
W.  E. 
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grab  or  snatch  the  fish,  which,  when  they  see  it  near,  they  in- 
stantly strike  at  it  with  their  paws. and  most  always  hit;  then 
they  either  throw  or  carry  their  prey  to  the  beach  and  retom 
to  continue  their  work  until  they  have  as  many  as  they  want 
With  the  last  fish  they  go  to  the  bank  and  begin  to  eat.  After 
killing  the  fishes  the  bears  eat  only  the  heads,  because  this  is 
the  fattest  part. 

^'  Bears  in  the  winter  sleep  in  dens,  anywhere  under  cliffs,  in 
holes,  or  cates ;  but  I  have  heard  that  they  have  been  some- 
times seen  walking  about  in  the  winter. 

"  Foxes  may  be  divided  into  hlack^  cross^  and  red^  the  greater 
part  red.  They  are  caught  in  two  ways,  t.  «.,  guns  and  traps ; 
the  latter  is  the  best  method,  and  by  it  the  most  are  secured. 
Hunting-season  is  in  the  fall  and  winter,  when  they  are  in  new 
and  full  fur.  Trapping-season  begins  about  5th  October  and 
continues  as  long  as  the  snow  lasts. 

"  Blue  foxes  are  confined  to  the  Prybilov  Islands,  on  Saint 
George  especially,  where  they  annually  kill  about  1,500..  It  is 
said  that  when  these  islands  were  first  discovered  there  was 
naught  but  blue  foxes  there,  of  most  excellent  quality ;  but  a 
few  winters  afterward  came  white  foxes,  which  breed  very 
rapidly,  and  in  a  great  measure  spoiled  the  fur  \  that  now  the 
fur  which  once  was  called  hhie  is  called  smoky. 

^'Seaot^er^  are  distinguished  above  everything  on  account  of 
their  great  value  and  small  numbers.  There  was  a  time  when 
they  were  killed  in  thousands,  now  only  by  hundreds.  There 
are  plenty  of  places  where  before  there  were  great  numbers  of 
sea-otters ;  now  not  one  is  to  be  seen  or  found.  The  reason  for 
this  is  most  evident :  every  year  hunted  without  rest,  they  have 
fled  to  places  unknown  and  without  danger. 

^'  Land-otters  are  found  only  on  the  Shumagius,  Oonemak,  and 
the  peninsula  in  this  Aleutian  district.  They  do  not  live  in 
the  sea,  but  are  found  in  the  lakes  and  go  close  to  the  sea ; 
they  have  longer  feet  or  limbs,  and  can  run  on  land  better  than 
any  of  the  other  animals  (amphibious)  of  their  class.  Of  the 
number  taken  in  this  district  there  is  no  true  record,  but  in  the 
best  years  they  do  not  get  over  100.  They  are  hunted,  like 
foxes,  with  guns  and  traps,  but  they  are  very  strong  and  full  of 
life." 
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II^DIAN  TARIFF. 

The  followiDg  table  shows  the  prices  paid  by  the  Bussian- 
American  Company  in  the  Alaskan  Territory,  where  it  had  no 
competition.  (The  qnotations  are  in  paper  rabies = to  20  cents 
each,  (100  kopecks  make  a  rubles)  a  silver  ruble  is  equal  to 
about  75  ceuts.) 


1804. 


Sea  otter,  prime 

one  ypftr  old 

nix  months  old 

Fur-seals,  five  to  tbroe  years. 

two  to  one  year 

Martens,  very  best 

Beavers,  best 

Land-otter,  best 

Bears,  big  black 

Lvnx 

liink^beat 


ToTWt  extra  black  . . 

blae 

silver,  extra  . 

red,  extra 

Wolves,  extra 

Wolverines,  extra... 


Ji.kop. 
10  00 


0  80 

1  00 

0  75 

1  00 
0  ») 


1897. 


H.kop. 
SO  00 
10  00 


1  00 

3  00 

1  50 

1  00 

S  00 


1836. 


R.kop. 
30  00 
15  00 
3  00 


9  00 

1  00 
3  00 
S  00 

2  00 
9  00 


18C0. 


R.kop. 

50  00 

25  00 

3  00 

0  75 


10  00 

0  50 

3  90 

3  00 

4  00 
4  00 


Now  (1874)  the  natives 
receive— 


140  each. 

$10  each. 

$2.50  each. 

40  centa  to  $3  each. 

Do. 
From  11.50  to  $3  each. 
From  50  centa  to  —  each. 
From  $2  to  12.50  each. 
From  $3  to  15  each. 
From  $1  to  $2.50  each. 
From  50  cents  to  $1.50 

each. 
From  $40  to  $100  each. 
40  cents  each. 
From  $3  to  $10  each. 
From  $1  to  $1.50  each. 
From  $2  to  $5  each. 

Do. 


Where  this  company  had  competition,  however,  the  prices 
ranged  quite  high,  to  wit:  At  Sitka,  for  sea-otter,  140  to  150 
silver  rubles ;  beaver,  irom  2  to  18  rubles ;  land-otters,  2  to 
18 ;  mainland-foxes,  black,  2  to  36  rubles ;  silver  foxes,  3  to 
18;  red,  2  rubles  to  50  kopecks;  martens,  50  kopecks  to  3 
rubles';  lynx,  from  3  to  9  rubles ;  bears,  1  to  18  rubles ;  wolver- 
ines, 2^  to  18  rubles ;  (these  quotations  are  all  in  silver  rubles.) 

The  value  of  staple  furs  of  Alaska  in  the  Chinese  market 
during  1799  was — 

Sea-otter,  prime,  $75  to  $100  each. 

Furseal,  prime,  $3.50  to  $3.75  each. 

This  is  interesting,  as  the  value  of  a  dollar  has  not  changed 
since  that  time  in  that  country,  and  sea  otter  sells  to-day  at 
about  the  same  rate  as  given. 

Few  fur-seals  are  sold  in  this  market  now,  but  the  great  bulk 
of  the  sea-otter  catch  of  the  Kuriles  goes  into  China.  They  do 
not  possess  the  art  of  dressing  the  former  well,  and  were  in  the 
habit  ot  wearing  them  simply  tanned.    The  Chinese  for  all  nn- 
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dressed  furs,  like  marten,  beaver,  &c.,  offer  one  of  the  best 
cash  markets  in  tbe  world ;  indeed,  all  tbe  early  trade  of  Alaska 
went  into  Cbina,  botb  from  Bassian,  French,  and  English 
traders. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  sea-otters  and  far- 
seals  secured  off  the  coasts  of  California  and  Oregon  by  the 
Bussians  during  the  period  of  their  occupation  of  Boss,  or 
Bodega,  in  California,  from  1824  to  1834  inclusive : 


1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1631. 

1832. 

1833. 

183L 

Rea-ottera 

473 

500 

287 

13 

S90 

9 
3 

1 

"iio" 

18 

5 

S87 

12 

4 

lis 

1 

187 
34 
54 

sao 

Spa-ot  t  era  y oun  g . . 

35 

Fur.geala 

1,050 

455 

905 

118 

During  the  last  forty  years  there  have  been  no  sea-otters  to 
speak  of  taken  on  the  Californian  coast ;  and  in  1835  the  last 
fur-seals,  fifty -four  in  number,  were  taken  on  the  Farallones,  two 
small  rocky  islets  off  the  mouth  of  San  Francisco  Harbor. 
Hunters  along  the  coast  of  Oregon  still  continue,  however,  to 
shoot  a  few  annually,  but  at  restricted  localities,  as  on  the 
small  reach  of  coast  at  Gray's  Harbor,  where  nearly  all  that  are 
now  obtained  from  the  whole  district  are  found. 
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THE    FUR-SEAL    ROOKERIES    OF    THE    SOUTH    AT- 

LANTIC. 

While  the  Callorhinm  is  found  in  such  great  numbers  in  the 
Korth  Pacific,  there  is  nothing  of  its  genus  found  in  the  waters 
of  the  North  Atlantic,  and  none  to  speak  of  in  the  South  Pacific, 
and  to-day  the  whole  number  found  elsewhere  than  Alaska  is 
quite  small,  though  in  early  days,  some  hundred  years  ago, 
when  the  fur-seal  was  first  discovered  on  the  South  Shetland 
Islands,  they  were  so  abundant  and  so  nmnerous  that  hundreds 
of  thousands  were  annually  taken — taken  without  the  slightest 
regard  to  sex  or  condition,  although  the  skins  were  not  of  great 
value  then.  So  numerous  were  these  animals  that  for  over  fifty 
years  an  immense  number,  several  hundred  thousand  skins, 
were  yearly  secured  in  this  reckless,  ruinous  fashion,  audit  was 
not  until  the  beginning  of  the  last  decade  that  the  supply  grew 
so  small  that  scarcely  a  vessel  of  the  former  fleets  remained  on 
the  ground ;  and  last  season,  the  winter  of  1873-'74,  less  than 
15,000  were  gathered  from  the  ground  upon  which  many  mil- 
lions of  fur-seals  were  found  forty  years  ago  resting  and 
breeding. 

The  government  of  Buenos  Ay  res  has  from  the  first  protected 
and  cared  for  a  small  rookery  of  fur-seals  under  the  bluffs  at 
Cabo  Gorrientes,  on  its  coast,  where  some  5,000  to  8,000  are  an- 
nually taken,  but  the  seals  here  have  no  hauling-grounds  like 
those  on  Saint  Paul ;  they  are  taken  with  much  labor  under  the 
high  cliff's  of  this  portion  of  the  coast.  This  is  the  only  govern- 
ment aid  and  care  that  the  seals  have  ever  received  outside  of 
Bering  Sea.  The  following  extract  shows  the  way  in  which  the 
fur-seals  of  the  south  came  into  notice  : 

"  Soon  after  Captain  Cook's  voyage  in  the  Resolution,  per- 
formed in  1771^  he  presented  an  official  report  concerning  Xew 
Georgia,  in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  great  number  of 
elephant-seals  and  fur-seals  which  he  had  found  on  the  shores 
of  that  island.  This  induced  several  enterprising  merchants  to 
fit  out  Vessels  to  take  them  ;  the  former  for  their  oil,  the  latter 
for  their  skins.  Captain  Weddell  states  that  he  had  been  cred- 
ibly informed  that  during  a  period  of  about  fifty  years  not  less 
than  20,000  tons  of  oil  were  procured  annually  from  this  spot 
alone  for  the  London  market,  which,  at  a  moderate  price,  would 
yield  about  £1,000,000  a  year. 
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'^  Seal-skiD8  are  very  mach  ased  in  their  raw  state  as  articles 
of  apparel  by  the  natives  of  the  polar  zones  5  when  tanned, 
they  are  nsed  extensively  in  making  shoes ;  and  the  Eskimo 
have  a  process  by  which  they  make  them  water-proof,  (f )  so 
that,  according  to  Scoresby,  the  jackets  and  tronsers  made  of 
them  by  these  people  are  in  great  request  among  the  whale- 
fishers  for  preserving  them  from  oil  and  wet.  But  the  skins 
are  not  only  used  in  this  raw  and  tanned  state  as  leather;  on 
account  of  their  silky  and  downy  covering,  they  constitute  still 
more  important  articles  connected  with  the  fur-trade.  Thus 
considered, sealskins  are  of  two  kinds,  which  may  be  distin- 
guished as  ytaiV-skins  and  /ur-skins ;  the  former  are  used  as 
clothing  and  ornament  by  the  Bussians,  Chinese,  and  other 
nations,  and  the  latter  yield  a  fur  which  we  believe  exceeds  in 
value  all  others  which  have  been  brought  into  the  market 
Many  seals  supply  nothing  but  hair,  while  others  in  different 
proportions  produce  both  the  hair,  and  underneath  it  soft  and 
downy  fur.  The  majority,  we  believe,  are  to  be  considered 
merely  as  hair-skins,  similar  to  the  bear  or  sable,  and  of  these 
some  are  excellent  of  their  kind  and  much  prized.'' — Hamilton^ 
Amphibious  Mammalia^  Edinburgh,  1839. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  business  was  carried 
on  down  here  we  find  in  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  the  fol- 
lowing facts:  "  From  about  the  year  1806  till  1823  an  extensive 
trade  was  carried  on  in  the  South  Seas  in  procuring  seal -skins; 
these  were  obtained  in  vast  abundance  by  the  first  traders  and 
yielded  a  very  large  profit.  The  time  was  when  cargoes  of 
those  skins  yielded  five  or  six  dollars  apiece  in  China,  and  the 
present  price  in  the  English  market  averages  from  SO  to  50 
shillings  per  skin.  The  number  of  skins  brought  off  from 
Georgia  cannot  be  estimated  at  fewer  than  1,200,000;  the 
island  of  Desolation  has  been  equally  productive,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  va«t  suras  of  money  which  these  creatures  have 
yielded,  it  is  calculated  that  several  thousand  tons  of  shipping 
have  annually  been  employed  in  the  traffic." 

An  English  writer  in  1839  calls  attention  to  the  deplorable 
and  ruinous  management  of  affairs  on  the  great  rookeries  of 
the  South  Pacific  in  the  following  strong  terms  : 

^'  It  may  be  considered  superflnou3  to  read  a  lecture  to  the 
trader  upon  a  matter  so  nearly  touching  his  own  interest ;  and 
yet  there  is  one  point,  at  the  same  time,  which  forms  so  essen* 
tial  a  part  of  my  subject,  that  we  cannot  withhold  a  word  or 
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two.  These  valuable  creatures  (fur-seals)  have  often  been 
found  frequenting  some  sterile  islands  in  innumerable  multi- 
tudes. By  way  of  illustration,  I  shall  refer  only  to  the  fur-seal 
as  occurring  in  South  Shetland.  On  this  barren  spot  their 
numbers  were  such  that  it  has  been  estimated  that  it  could 
have  continued  permanently  to  furnish  a  return  of  100,000  furs 
a  year ;  which,  to  say  nothing  of  the  public  benefit,  would  have 
yielded  annually  a  very  handsome  sum  to  the  adventurers. 
But  what  do  these  men  do  f  In  two  short  years,  1821  and  1822,  so 
great  is  the  rush  that  they  destroy  320,000.  They  killed  all,  and 
spared  none.  The  moment  an  animal  lauded,  though  big  with 
young,  it  was  destroyed.  Those  on  shore  were  likewise  imme- 
diately dispatched,  though  tlie  cubs  were  but  a  da/ old.  These, 
of  course,  all  died,  their  number,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  ex- 
ceeding 100,000.  Ko  wonder,  then,  at  the  end  of  the  second 
year  the  animals  in  this  locality  were  nearly  extinct.  So  is  it  in 
other  localities,  and  so  with  other  seals,  and  so  with  the  oil-seals, 
and  so  with  the  whale  itself,  every  addition  only  making  bad 
worse.  All  this  might  easily  be  prevented  by  a  little  less  bar- 
barous and  revolting  cruelty,  and  by  a  little  more  enligJitened 
selfishness. 

"  With  regard  to  this  seal-fishery  of  the  south,  the  English 
and  Americans  have  exclusively  divided  it  between  them,  and 
with  very  great  profits.  It  has  lately  been  stated  (1839)  that 
they  together  employ  not  fewer  than  sixty  vessels  in  the  trade, 
of  from  250  to  300  tons  burden.  These  vessels  are  strongly  built, 
and  have  each  six  boats,  like  those  of  the  whalers,  together 
with  a  small  vessel  of  40  tons,  which  is  put  in  requisition  when 
they  reach  the  scene  of  their  operations.  The  crew  consists  of 
about  twenty -four  hands ;  their  object  being  to  select  a  fixed 
locality  from  which  to  make  their  various  batteaus.  Thus  it  is 
very  common  for  the  ship  to  be  moored  in  some  secure  bay  and 
be  partially  unrigged,  while  at  the  same  time  the  furnaces, 
try-pots,  &c.,  required  for  making  the  oil  are  placed  on  shore. 
The  little  cutter  is  then  rigged  and  manned  with  about  half 
the  crew,  who  sail  about  the  neighboring  islands  and  send  a 
few  men  here  and  there  on  shore  where  they  may  see  seals  or 
wish  to  watch  for  them.  The  campaign  frequently  lasts  for 
three  years,  and  in  the  midst  of  unheard-of  privations  and  dan- 
gers. Some  of  the  crew  are  sometimes  left  on  distant  barren 
spots,  the  others  being  driven  off  by  storms.    They  are  left  to 
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perish  or  drag  oat  for  years  a  most  precarious  and  wretched 
existence.''* 

This  gives  a  very  fair  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  busi- 
ness was  conducted  in  the  South  Pacific.  How  long  would  our 
sealing  interests  in  Bering  Sea  withstand  the  attacks  of  such  a 
fleet  of  sixty  vessels,  carrying  from  twenty  to  thirty  men  eachf 
Not  over  two  years.  The  fact  that  these  great  southern  rook- 
eries withstood  and  paid  for  attacks  of  this  extensive  character 
during  a  period  of  over  twenty  years  speaks  eloquently  of  the 
millions  upon  millions  that  must  have  existed  in  the  waters  now 
almost  deserted  by  them. 

*  Robert  HatniltoD,  Amphibious  Mammalia,  Edinburgh,  1839. 
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THOUGHTS  UPON  POSSIBLE  MOVEMENTS  OF  THE 
PUB  SEALS  IN  THE  FUTUEE. 

As  these  animals  live  and  breed  upon  the  Prybilov  Islands, 
certain  natural  conditions  of  landing-ground  and  climate  ap- 
pear from  my  study  of  them  to  be  necessary  to  their  existence 
and  perpetuation.  From  my  surveys  made  upon  the  islands  to 
the  north,  Saint  Matthew's  and  Saint  Lawrence,  and  the  authen- 
tic corroborating  testimony  of  those  who  have  visited  all  of  the 
mainland-coast  on  our  side  as  well  as  the  islands  adjacent,  in- 
cluding the  Peninsula  and  the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the  fur-seal  cannot  breed  on  any 
other  land  than  that  now  resorted  to  within  our  boundary-lines; 
the  natural  obstacles  are  insuperable.  Therefore,  so  far  as  our 
possessions  extend,  we  have  in  the  Prybilov  group  the  only  eli- 
gible laud  on  which  the  fur-seal  can  repair  for  breeding,  and  on 
Saint  Paul  alone  there  is  still  room  enough  vacant  for  the 
accommodation  of  ten  times  as  many  as  we  find  there  now. 

But  we  know  that  to  the  westward,  and  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Kussia,  are  two  islands — one  very  large — on  which  the 
fur-seal  regularly  breeds  also,  and  though,  from  the  meager 
testimony  in  our  possession,  we  are  told  that  it  is  in  small  num- 
bers only,  still,  if  the  land  be  as  suitable  for  the  reception  of 
the  rookeries  as  is  that  of  Saint  Paul,  then  what  guarantee  have 
we  that  at  some  future  time  the  seal-life  on  Copper  and  Be- 
ring Islands  may  not  be  greatly  augmented  by  a  correspond- 
ing diminution  of  our  own  with  no  other  than  natural  causes 
operating?  Certainly,  if  the  ground  on  either  Copper  or  Be- 
ring Island  is  as  well  suited  for  the  wants  of  the  breeding  fur- 
seal  as  is  that  on  Saint  Paul,  then  I  say  that  we  may  at  any 
time  note  a  diminution  here  and  find  a  corresponding  augmen- 
tation there,  for  I  have  clearly  shown,  in  my  chapter  on  the  hab- 
its of  these  animals,  that  they  are  not  particularly  attached  to 
the  respective  places  of  their  birth,  but  that  they  land  with 
an  instinctive  appreciation  of  its  fitness  as  a  whole.  The  want 
of  definite  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  Rus- 
sian islands  is  a  serious  drawback  to  any  correct  generalization 
as  to  the  limit  of  migration,  and  they  ought  to  be  examined  in- 
telligently with  this  view,  for  if  these  Bussian  islands  do  not 
present  any  considerable  area  of  eligible  breeding-ground  as  on 
Saint  Paul,  then  we  know  that  they  will  never  be  resorted  to 
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by  auy  great  numbers  of  the  fur-seal,  not  at  least  while  so 
much  good  rookery-ground  on  the  American  side  is  vacant  as 
is  the  case  now. 

If  we,  however,  possess  virtually  all  the  best-situated  ground, 
then  we  can  count  upon  retaining  the  £eal-iife  as  we  now  have 
it,  and  in  no  other  way ;  for  it  is  not  unlikely  that  some  season 
may  occur  when  an  immense  number  of  the  fur-seals  which 
have  lived  during  the  last  four  or  five  years  on  the  Prybilov 
Islands  should  be  deflected  from  their  usual  feeding-range  by 
the  shifting  of  schools  of  fish,  &c.,  so  as  to  bring  them  aronnd 
quite  close  to  the  Asiatic  seal-grounds  in  the  spring,  and  the 
scent  from  those  rookeries  would  act  as  a  powerful  stimulant 
for  them  to  land  there,  where  conditions  for  their  breeding  may 
be  as  favorable  as  desired  by  them.  Such  being  the  case,  this 
diminution  which  we  would  notice  on  the  Prybilov  group  would 
be  the  great  increase  observed  here,  and  not  due  to  any  mis- 
management on  the  part  of  the  men  in  charge  of  these  inter- 
ests. Thus  it  appears  to  me  necessary  that  definite  knowledge 
concerning  the  Commander  Islands  and  the  Kuriles  should 
be  possessed;  without  it,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  say  that  any 
report  made  by  an  agent  of  the  Department  as  to  a  visible  dim- 
inution of  the  seal-life  on  the  Prybilovs,  due,  in  his  opinion, 
to  the  effect  of  killing,  as  it  is  conducted,  was  without  good 
foundation;  that  this  diminution  would  have  been  noticed  just 
the  same  in  all  likelihood  had  there  been  no  taking  of  seals  at 
all  on  the  islands,  and  that  the.  missing  seals  are  more  than 
probably  on  the  liussian  grounds. 

If  we  find,  however,  that  the  character  of  this  Russian  seal- 
land  is  restricted  to  narrow  beach-margins  under  bluffs,  as  at 
Saint  George,  then  we  know  that  a  great  body  of  seals  will  never 
attempt  to  land  there  when  they  could  not  do  so  without  suffer- 
ing, and  therefore,  with  this  correct  understanding  to  start  on, 
we  can  then  feel  alarmed  with  good  reason  should  we  observe 
a  diminution  to  any  noteworthy  degree  on  Saint  Paul. 

I  do  not  think,  however,  that  we  will  be  called  upon  to  look 
into  this  question  for  an  indefinite  time  to  come,  though  it  may 
come  soon ;  but  the  seals  undoubtedly  feed  in  systematic  rou- 
tine of  travel  from  the  time  they  leave  the  Prybilov  Islands  un- 
til their  return,  and  therefore,  in  all  probability,  unless  the  fish 
npon  which  they  feed  suddenly  become  scarce  in  our  waters  on 
490undings,  they  (the  seals)  will  not  change  their  base  as  mat- 
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ters  now  progress,  bat  it  cannot  be  condidered  superfluons  to 
eall  np  this  question  for  discussion  and  fnture  thought. 

In  the  mean  time  the  movements  of  the  seals  upon  the  sev- 
eral breeding-grounds  of  Saint  Paul  and  Saint  George  should 
be  faithfully  noted  and  recorded  every  year,  and  the  question  of 
their  increase  or  diminution  will  be  soon  settled  beyond  all 
theory  or  cavil.  This  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
agent  up  there  is  of  the  first  importance.  The  counting  of  the 
skins  is  done  alike  twice  over,  by  the  company  in  the  presence 
of  the  natives,  and  then  again  in  San  Francisco  by  the  custom- 
house officials  there,  and  heavy  bonds  and  self-interest  would 
prevent  any  attempt  at  transgression  of  law,  even  if  an  ap- 
parent chance  was  offered ;  but  the  company  is  not  bound  to 
submit  a  report  every  year  to  the  Treasury  Department  upon 
the  condition  of  the  seal-life  there,  and  although  it  does  take  in- 
telligent cognizance  of  this  matter,  still  no  weight  could  be  at- 
tached to  any  statement  that  it  might  make,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son of  the  cry  that  would  be  raised  of  interested  machination 
if  so  done. 


AN  ACT  to  xirevent  the  extermiuatiuu  of  fui-beariug  animals  iu  Alaska. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  af  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  it  shall  be 
unlawful  to  kill  any  fur-seal  upon  the  islands  of  Saint  Paul's 
and  Saint  George's,  or  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto,  except 
during  the  months  of  June,  July,  September,  and  October,  in 
each  year ;  and  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  kill  such  seals  at  any 
time  by  the  use  of  fire-arms,  or  use  other  means  tending  to 
drive  the  seals  away  from  said  islands :  Provided,  That  the 
natives  of  said  islands  shall  have  the  privilege  of  killing  such 
young  seals  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  own  food  and  cloth- 
ing during  other  mouths,  and  also  such  old  seals  as  may  be 
required  for  their  own  clothing  and  for  the  manufacture  of  boats 
for  their  own  use,  which  killing  shall  be  limited  and  controlled 
by  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  to 
kill  any  female  seal,  or  any  seal  less  than  one  year  old,  at  any 
Beason  of  the  year,  except  as  above  provided  ;  and  it  shall  also 
be  unlawful  to  kill  any  seal  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  said 
islands,  or  on  the  beaches,  cliffs,  or  rocks  where  they  haul  up 
from  the  8«a  to  remain  5  and  any  person  who  shall  violate 
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either  of  the  provisions  of  this  or  the  first  section  of  this  act, 
shall  be  punished  on  conviction  thereof,  for  each  ofiense,  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  dollars  nor  more  than  one 
thonsand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months, 
or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court  having  jurisdiction  and  taking  cognizance  of  the  offense ; 
and  all  vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  whose 
crew  shall  be  found  engaged  in  the  violation  of  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  for  the  period  of 
twenty  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  number 
of  fur-seals  which  may  be  killed  for  their  skins  upon  the  island 
of  Saint  Paul's  is  hereby  limited  and  restricted  to  seventy-five 
thousand  per  annum ;  and  the  number  of  fur-seals  which  may 
be  killed  for  their  skins  upon  the  island  of  Saint  6eorge*s  is 
hereby  limited  and  restricted  to  twenty-five  thousand  per  an- 
num: Provided^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  restrict 
and  limit  the  right  of  killing,  if  it  shall  become  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  such  seals,  with  such  proportionate  reduction 
of  the  rents  reserved  to  the  Government  as  shall  be  right  and 
proper ;  and  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  violate  either  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  he  shall,  upon  due  conviction  thereof, 
be  punished  in  the  same  way  as  is  provided  herein  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  lease,  for 
the  rental  mentioned  in  section  6  of  this  act,  to  proper  and 
responsible  parties,  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  United  States, 
having  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Government,  the 
native  inhabitants,  the  parties  heretofore  engaged  in  the  trade, 
and  the  protection  of  the  seal-fisheries,  for  a  term  of  twenty 
years  from  the  1st  day  of  May,  1870,  the  right  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  taking  fur-seals  on  the  islands  of  Saint  Paulas  and 
Saint  George's,  and  to  send  a  vessel  or  vessels  to  said  islands 
for  the  skins  of  such  seals,  giving  to  the  lessee  or  lessees  of  said 
islands  a  lease  duly  executed,  in  duplicate,  not  transferable, 
and  taking  from  the  lessee  or  lessees  of  said  islands  a  bond, 
with  suificient  sureties,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  $500,000,  condi- 
tional for  the  faithful  observauceof  all  the  laws  and  requirements 
of  Congress  and  of  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  touching  the  subject-matter  of  taking  fur-seals  and 
disposing  of  the  same,  and  for  the  payment  of  all  taxes  and 
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dues  accruiug  to  the  United  States  counected  therewith.  And 
in  making  said  lease  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have 
<lue  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  seal-fur  trade  of  said 
islands,  and  the  comfort,  maintenance,  and  education  of  the 
natives  thereof.  The  said  lessees  shall  furuish  to  the  several 
masters  of  vessels  employed  by  them  certified  copies  of  the 
lease  held  by  them,  respectively,  which  shall  be  presented  to 
the  Government  revenue-officer  for  the  time  being  who  may  be 
in  charge  at  the  said  islands,  as  the  authority  of  the  party  for 
landing  and  taking  skins. 

Sec.  5.  A7id  be  it  further'  enacted^  That  at  the  expiration  of 
said  term  of  twenty  years,  or  on  surrender  or  forfeiture  of  any 
lease,  other  leases  may  be  made  in  manner  as  aforesaid  for 
other  terms  of  twenty  years  ;  but  no  persons  other  than  Ameri- 
can citizens  shall  bo  permitted,  by  lease  or  otherwise,  to  occupy 
said  islands,  or  either  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
skins  of  fur-seals  therefrom,  nor  shall  any  foreign  vessel  be  en- 
gaged in  taking  such  skius ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  vacate  and  declare  any  lease  forfeited  if  the  same  be  held 
or  operated  for  the  use,  benefit,  or  advantage,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, of  any  person  or  persons  other  than  American  citizens. 
Every  lease  shall  contain  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee 
that  he  will  not  keep,  sell,  furnish,  give,  or  dispose  of  any  dis- 
tilled spirits  or  spirituous  liquors  on  either  of  said  islands  to 
any  of  the  natives  thereof,  such  person  not  being  a  physician 
and  furnishing  the  same  for  use  as  medicine ;  and  any  person 
who  shall  kill  any  fur-seal  on  either  of  said  islands,  or  in  the 
waters  adjacent  thereto,  (excepting  natives  as  provided  by  this 
act,)  without  authority  of  the  lessees  thereof,  and  any  person 
who  shall  molest,  disturb,  or  interfere  with  said  lessees,  or 
either  of  them,  or  their  agents  or  employes  in  the  lawful  prose- 
cution of  their  business,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  for  each  offense, 
on  conviction  thereof,  be  punished  in  the  same  way  and  by  like 
penalties  as  prescribed  in  the  second  section  of  this  act  j  and  all 
vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel,  appurtenances,  and  cargo,  whose 
crews  shall  be  found  engaged  in  any  violation  of  either  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  shalL  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
States }  and  if  any  person  or  company,  under  any  lease  herein 
authorized,  shall  knowingly  kill,  or  permit  to  be  killed,  any 
number  of  seals  exceeding  the  number  for  each  island  in  this 
act  prescribed,  such  persou  or  company  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures  aforesaid,  also  forfeit  the  whole 
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namber  of  the  skins  of  seals  killed  in  that  year,  or,  in  case 
the  same  have  been  disposed  of,  then  said  person  or  company 
shall  forfeit  the  valne  of  the  same.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  any  revenae-offlcer,  officially  acting  as  such  on  either  of 
said  islands,  to  seize  and  destroy  any  distilled  spirits  or  spirito* 
ons  liquors  found  thereon:  Provided^  That  such  officer  shall 
make  detailed  report  of  his  doings  to  the  collector  of  the  port. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  annual  rental  to 
be  reserved  by  said  lease  shall  be  not  less  than  850,000  per 
annum,  to  be  secured  by  deposit  of  United  States  bonds  to  that 
amount,  and  in  addition  hereto  a  revenue  tax  or  dut^  of  twa 
dollars  is  hereby  laid  ui)on  each  fur-seal  skin  taken  and  shipped 
from  said  islands  during  the  continuance  of  such  lease,  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the  collection  and  payment 
of  the  same,  for  the  comfort,  maintenance,  education,  and  pro- 
tection of  the  natives  of  said  islands,  and  also  for  carrying  in te 
full  effect  all  the  provisions  of  this  act :  Provided  furfker^  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  terminate  any  lease  given  to 
any  person,  company,  or  corporation,  on  full  and  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  or  the 
rules  and  regulations  established  by  him :  Provided  further^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to 
deliver  to  the  owners  the  fur-seal  skins  now  stored  on  the 
islands,  on  the  payment  of  one  dollar  for  each  of  said  skin9 
taken  and  shipped  away  by  said  owners. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaetedj  That  the  provisions  of  the 
seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  an  act  entitled  <<An  act  to  ex- 
tend the  laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to  customs,  com- 
merce, and  navigation  over  the  territory  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  Russia,  to  establish  a  collection- district  therein,  and 
for  other  purposes,'^  approved  July  27, 1868,  shall  be  deemed 
to  apply  to  this  act;  and  all  prosecutions  for  offenses  com- 
mitted against  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  all  other  pro- 
ceedings had  because  of  the  violations  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  which  are  authorized  by  said  act  above  men- 
tioned, shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  thereof;  and 
all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  it  furtlier  enaetedj  That  the  Congress  may 
at  any  time  hereafter  alter,  amend,,  or  repeal  this  act. 

Approved,  July  1,  1870. 
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BYLAWS  OF  THE  ALASKA  COMMERCIAL  COMPANY, 
SAN  FEANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA. 

I.  The  corporate  name  of  this  companj'  is  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  and  its  affairs  are  under  the  control  of  five 
trustees,  who  shall  hereafter  be  chosen  by  the  stockholders 
of  the  company  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June  in  each  year, 
and  who  shall  hold  office  until  their  successors  are  elected. 
The  annual  meetings  of  the  stockholders  shall  be  held  at  the 
office  of  the  company.  At  all  elections  of  trustees  by  the  stock- 
holders each  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  for  every 
share  of  stock  held  by  him  on  the  books  of  the  company. 
Stockholders  may  vote  by  proxy.  All  proxies  shall  be  signed 
by  the  party  owning  the  stock,  represented. 

II.  The  principal  place  of  business  of  the  company  is  San 
Francisco,  California. 

III.  The  regular  meetings  of  the  board  of  trustees  will  be 
held  at  the  office  of  the  company  on  the  first  Wednesday  in> 
each  month,  at  12  o'clock  m.,  and  no  notice  of  such  meeting  to 
any  of  the  trustees  shall  be  requisite.  Other  meetings  of  the 
board  of  trustees  may  be  held  upon  the  call  of  the  president, 
by  notice,  signed  by  him,  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting, 
personally  served  on  each  trustee  residing  within  this  State,  or 
published  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  in.  San  Fran- 
cisco for  ten  days  successively  next  preceding  the  day  of  such 
meeting.  Special  meetings  may  be  held  upon  notice,  signed 
by  three  trustees,  stating  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  and 
the  pur|)ose  for  which  the  meeting  is  called,  having  been  duly 
served  on  each  trustee,  or  published  in  a  newspaper  of  geqeral 
circulation  in  San  Francisco  for  ten  days  successively  next  pre- 
ceding the  day  of  meeting,  and  no  business  other  than  that 
specified  in  the  notice  shall  be  transacted  at  such  special  meet- 
ing. At  all  meetings  of  the  board  any  three  of  the  trustees 
being  present  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  company.  Adjourned  meetings  may  be 
held  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  board  adopted  at  any 
regular  or  general  meeting  of  the  board.  Any  three  trustees 
elected  at  any  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  com- 
pany, and  tHjing  present  at  the  close  of  such  stockholders'  meet- 
ing, may,  on  the  same  day,  without  notice  to  any  of  the  trustees, 
meet  and  organize  the  l>oard  by  the  election  of  ofBicers,  and 
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may  transact  such  other  business  as  may  come  before  the  board 
at  such  meeting. 

IV.  The  officers  of  the  company  shall  consist  of  a  president, 
a  vice-president,  and  a  secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
board  of  trustees  at  their  first  meeting  after  the  annual  elec- 
tion of  trustees  ;  such  officers  to  hold  office  one  year,  or  until 
their  successors  are  elected. 

V.  The  president,  or  in  his  absence  the  vice-president,  shall 
preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  board.  In  case  neither  are  pres- 
ent, the  board  may  appoint  a  president  j>ro  tempore, 

VI.  All  vacancies  in  the  board  may  be  filled  by  the  board  at 
the  next  meeting  after  the  existence  of  such  vacancy,  and  it 
shall  require  the  affirmative  vote  of  three  trustees  to  elect.  In 
case  of  any  vacancy  occurring  among  the  officers  or  agents  of 
the  company,  the  same  may  be  filled  at  any  meeting  of  the 
board. 

VII.  All  certificates  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  company 
shall  be  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary,  attested  by 
the  corporate  seal  of  the  company,  and  can  be  issued  to  the 
l)arties  entitled  thereto  or  their  authorized  agent.  All  trans- 
fers of  Iktock  shall  be  made  on  the  books  of  the  company  by 
the  secretary,  upon  surrender  of  the  original  certificate  or  cer- 
tificates, properly  indorsed  by  the  party  in  whose  favor  the 
same  was  issued.  No  stock  shall  be  transferred  to  any  i)ersou 
not  a  Rtoc^jholder  of  the  company  at  the  time  of  such  transfer, 
unless  the  same  shall  liave  been  offered  for  sale  to  the  com- 
pany, or  stockholders  of  the  company,  and  the  purchase  at  the 
fair  cash  or  market  value  refused,  except  by  authority  of  a 
resolution  of  the  board  of  trustees  permitting  such  transfer. 

VIII.  The  corporate  seal  of  the  company  consists  of  a  die  of 
the  following  words:  "Alaska  Commercial  Company,  San 
Francisco,  California.'' 

IX.  The  corporate  seal,  and  all  property,  securities,  inter- 
ests, and  business  of  the  company,  shall  be  under  the  control 
and  general  management  of  the  president,  svbject  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  board  of  trustees.  The  funds  of  the  company 
shall  be  deposited  (from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  received)  to 
the  credit  of  the  company,  with  a  bank  doing  business  in  San 
Francisco,  to  be  designated  by  the  president,  and  the  saidfands 
can  be  drawn  from  such  bank  only  by  proper  checks  or  draft<8, 
signed  by  the  president  or  vice-president  of  the  company.  The 
books  of  the  company  shall  be  kept  by  the  secretary,  who  shall 
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also  keep  a  correct  record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  trustees  had  at  their  meetings,  and  perform  sach  other 
duties  as  the  board  of  trustees  may  require. 

X.  The  pay  and  salaries  of  all  officers  of  the  company  shall 
be  determined,  firom  time  to  time,  by  the  board  of  trustees.     ^ 

XI.  The  president  of  the  company  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point and  employ  such  general  business  agents,  factors,  attor- 
neys, clerks,  and  other  employes  as  he  may  deem  proper  and 
requisite  for  conducting  the  business  and  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany;  and  he  shall  fix  the  pay,  commissions,  or  salaries  of  all 
such  agents,  factors,  attorneys,  clerks,  and  other  employes, 
from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  shall  require. 

XII.  All  transfers  of  the  capital  stock  of  this  company  made 
to  persons  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  made  for  the 
use  or  benefit  of  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  any  foreign  govern- 
ment, are  absolutely  void. 

XIII.  Dividends  from  the  net  profits  of  the  company  may 
be  declared  and  paid  by  order  of  the  board  of  trustees,  in  ao« 
cordance  with  law. 

XIY.  These  by-laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  by  the 
board  of  trustees  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.        ^ 
18  AL 
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EEGULATIONS. 

Office  Alaska  Commercial  Company, 

San  FranciscOj  January^  1872 
The  folIowiDg  regulations  are  prescribed  for  the  gaidance  of 
all  concerned : 

1.  The  general  management  of  the  company's  afifairs  on  the 
islands  of  Saint  Paul's  and  Saint  George's  is  intrusted  to  one 
general  agent,  whose  lawful  orders  and  directions  must  be  im- 
plicitly obeyed  by  all  subordinate  agents  and  employes. 

2.  Seals  can  only  be  taken  on  the  islands  during  the  months 
of  June,  July,  September,  and  October  in  each  year,  except 
those  killed  by  the  native  inhabitants,  for  food  and  clothing, 
under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy. 

Female  seals  and  seals  less  than  one  year  old  will  not  be 
killed  at  any  time,  and  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  waters  sor- 
rounding  the  islands,  or  on  or  about  the  rookeries,  beaches, 
€lifGs,^r  rocks,  where  they  haul  up  from  the  sea  to  remain,  or 
by  the  use  of  fire-arms,  or  any  other  means  tending  to  drive 
the  seals  away  from  the  islands,  is  expressly  forbidden. 

3.  The  use  of  fire-arms  on  the  islands,  during  the  period  from 
the  first  arrival  of  seals  in  the  spring-season  until  they  dis- 
appear from  the  islands  in  autumn,  is  prohibited. 

4.  No  dogs  will  be  permitted  on  the  islands. 

6.  No  person  will  be  permitted  to  kill  seals  for  their  skins 
on  the  islands,  except  under  the  supervision  and  authority  of 
the  agents  of  the  company. 

6.  No  vessels  other  than  those  employed  by  the  company,  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  will  be  permitted  to  touch  at  the 
islands,  or  to  land  any  persons  or  merchandise  thereon,  except 
in  cases  of  shipwreck  or  vessels  in  distress. 

7.  The  number  of  seals  which  may  be  annually  killed  for 
their  skins  on  Saint  Paul's  Island  is  limited  to  seventy-five 
thousand,  and  the  number  which  may  be  so  killed  on  Saint 
George's  Island  is  limited  to  twenty-five  thousand. 

8.  No  persons  other  than  American  citizens,  or  the  AleutiaD 
inhabitants  of  said  islands,  will  be  employed  by  the  company 
on  the  islands  in  any  capacity. 
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9.  The  Aleatian  people  living  on  the  islands  will  be  em- 
ployed by  the  company  in  taking  seals  for  their  skins,  and 
they  will  be  paid  for  the  labor  of  taking  each  skin  and  deliver- 
ing the  same  at  the  salt-house  forty  cents,  coin,  antil  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  For  other  labor  per- 
formed for  the  company,  proper  and  remunerative  wages  will  be 
paid,  the  amount  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  agents  of  the 
company  and  the  persons  employed.  The  working-parties  will 
be  under  the  immediate  control  of  their  own  chiefs,  and  no 
compulsory  means  will  ever  be  used  to  induce  the  people  to 
labor.  All  shall  be  free  to  labor  or  not,  as  they  may  choose. 
The  agents  of  the  company  will  make  selection  of  the  seals  to 
be  killed,  and  are  authorized  to  use  all  proper  means  to  pre- 
vent the  cutting  of  skins. 

10.  All  provisions  and  merchandise  required  by  the  inhabit- 
ants for  legitimate  use  will  be  furnished  them  from  the  com- 
pany's stores,  at  prices  not  higher  than  ordinary  retail  prices 
at  San  Francisco,  and  in  no  case  at  prices  above  25  per  cent, 
advance  on  wholesale  or  invoice  prices  in  San  Francisco. 

11.  The  necessary  supplies  of  fuel,  oil,  and  salmon  will  be 
furnished  the  people  gratis. 

Hf.  All  widows  and  orphan  children  on  the  islands  will  be 
supported  by  the  company. 

13.  The  landing  or  manufacture  on  the  islands  of  spirituous 
or  intoxicating  liquors  or  wines  will  under  no  circumstances  be 
permitted  by  the  company,  and  the  preparation  and  use  of  fer- 
mented liquors  by  the  inhabitants  must  be  discouraged  in  every 
legitimate  manner. 

14.  Free  transportation  and  subsistence  on  the  company's 
vessels  will  be  furnished  all  people,  who  at  any  time  desire  to 
remove  from  the  islands  to  any  place  in  the  Aleatian  group  of 
islands. 

15.  Free  schools  will  be  maintained  by  the  company  eight 
months  in  each  year,  four  hours  per  day,  Sundays  and  holidays 
excepted,  and  agents  and  teachers  will  endeavor  to  secure  the 
attendance  of  all.  The  company  will  furnish  the  necessary 
books,  stationery,  and  other  appliances  for  the  use  of  the  schools 
without  cost  to  the  people. 

16.  The  physicians  of  the  company  are  required  to  faithfully 
attend  upon  the  sick,  and  both  medical  attendance  and  medi- 
cines shall  be  free  to  all  persons  on  the  islands;  and  the  ac- 
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ceptance  of  gratuities  from  the  people  for  such  services  is  for- 
bidden. 

17.  Tlie  dwelling-houses  now  being  erected  by  the  company, 
will  be  occupied  by  the  Aleutian  families,  free  of  rent  or  other 

charges. 

18.  No  interference  on  the  part  of  agents  or  employes  of  the 
company,  in  the  local  government  of  the  people  on  the  islands, 
or  in  their  social  or  domestic  relations,  or  in  their  religions  rites 
or  ceremonies,  will  be  countenanced  or  tolerated. 

19.  It  is  strictly  enjoined  upon  all  agents  and  employes  of 
the  company  to  at  all  times  treat  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands 
with  the  utmost  kindness,  and  endeavor  to  preserve  amicable 
relations  with  them.  Force  is  never  to  be  used  against  them, 
except  in  defense  of  life,  or  to  prevent  the  wanton  destruction 
of  valuable  property.  The  agents  and  employes  of  the  com- 
pany are  expected  to  instruct  the  native  people  in  household 
economy,  and,  by  precept  and  example,  illnstrate  to  them  the 
principles  and  benefits  of  a  higher  civilization. 

20.  Faithful  and  strict  compliance  with  all  the  provisions  and 
obligations  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act 
to  prevent  the  extermination  of  fur-bearing  animals  in  Alaska,'' 
approved  July  1, 1870,  and  the  obligations  contained  in  the 
lease  to  the  company  executed  in  pursuance  of  said  act,  and 
the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prescribed 
under  authority  of  said  act,  is  especially  enjoined  upon  all 
agents  and  employ6s  of  the  company.  The  authority  of  the 
special  agents  of  the  Treasury  appointed  to  reside  upon  the 
islands  must  be  respected,  whenever  lawfully  exercised.  The 
interest  of  the  company  in  the  management  of  the  seal-fisher- 
ies being  identical  in  character  with  that  of  the  United  States, 
there  can  be  no  conflict  between  the  agents  of  the  company 
and  the  agents  of  the  Government,  if  all  concerned  faithfully 
perform  their  several  duties  and  comply  with  the  laws  and  reg- 
ulations. 

21.  The  general  agent  of  the  company  will  cause  to  be  kept 
books  of  record  on  each  island,  in  which  shall  be  recorded  the 
names  and  ages  of  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  islands,  and,  from 
time  to  time,  all  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  which  may  occur 
on  the  islands,  stating,  in  cases  of  death,  the  causes  of  the 
same.  A  full  transcript  of  these  records  will  be  annually  for- 
warded to  the  home  office  at  San  Francisco. 

22.  Copies  of  these  regulations  will  be  kept  constantly  posted 
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in  conspicuous  places  ou  both  islands,  and  any  willful  violation 
of  the  same  by  the  agents  or  employes  of  the  company  will  be 
followed  by  the  summary  removal  of  the  offending  party. 

JOHN  P.  MILLEE, 
President  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 

Note.— Sections  2  and  7  of  the  above  legnlations  were  based  upon  the 
law  of  Jnly  1, 1870 ;  bat  since  then  Congress  has  given  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  the  power  to  fix  the  ratio  for  each  island  upon  a  more  intelligent 
understanding  of  the  subject— and  also  to  extend  the  time  for  taking  tnm. 
the  1st  of  June  up  to  the  15th  of  August— H.  W.  E. 
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